Mwuxawnn JlepmoHTOB
["epoun Hallero BpemMeHu



Bo Bcsakon kHUre npeamncriosme ecTb NepBas U BMECTe C TeM MOCNeaHSs BeLlb; OHO UMW CITYXUT
0O BACHEHNEM LENN COMUHEHNSA, UM ONpaBgaHNEM M OTBETOM Ha KpUTUKN. HO 0BbIKHOBEHHO
yuTaTensam gerna HeT 40 HPaBCTBEHHOM Lenu 1 40 XypHanbHbIX HANagok, U NOTOMY OHU He
YnTalT NPeanMcnoBui. A Xxanb, YTO 9TO Tak, 0COGEeHHO y Hac. Hawa nybnuka Tak ewle monoga u
NpoCTOAYLUHA, YTO HE NOHUMAaET BacHM, ecnn B KOHLE ee He HaxoauT HpaBoy4veHus. OHa He
yragblBaeT LWYTKW, HE YYBCTBYET MPOHUU; OHA NPOCTO AypHO BocnuTaHa. OHa eLle He 3HaeT, 4YTo B
nopsiA04HOM OOLLECTBE M B MOPSAOYHON KHUre ABHas 6paHb HE MOXET MMETb MeCTa; YTo
coBpeMeHHas obpa3oBaHHOCTbL n3obpena opyave 6onee ocTpoe, NOYTU HEBUANMOE N TEM HE
MeHee CMepTeNnbHOe, KOTOPOoe, NoA OAEXAO0H NecTu, HAHOCUT HEOTPa3nMbIA U BEPHbLIA yaap.
Hawa ny6nuka noxoxa Ha NpoBMHUMana, KoTopbiii, NOACAyLWaB pa3roBop ABYX AMMIIOMAaTOB,
npuHagnexawmx K BpaxaebHoiM ABopaMm, ocTancs Obl yBEPEH, YTO KaXabln N3 HUX obMaHbIBaeT
CBOE MPaBUTENbCTBO B MOMb3Yy B3aNMHOW HEXHeEWLLen ApYyxKObl.

OTa KHura ucnbiTana Ha cebe elle HegaBHO HECHACTHYIO JOBEPYMBOCTb HEKOTOPbLIX YATaTENEN U
Aaxe XXypHanoB K 6ykBanbHOMY 3Ha4YeHuto croB. VHble y)xacHO 0bnaenuckb, U He WYTS, YTO UM
CTaBAT B NpumMep Takoro 6e3HpaBCTBEHHOrO YenoBeka, kak ['epor Hawero Bpemenu; gpyrue xe
OYeHb TOHKO 3amMeyarnu, YTO COYMHUTENb HapuCcoBas CBOMW NMOPTPET U NOPTPETLI CBOUX
3HaKkombIX... CTtapas u xankas wyTtka! Ho, BuaHo, Pycb Tak y COTBOpeHa, YTo BCE B HEW
obHoBnsAeTcH, Kpome nNofobHbIX Henenocten. Camas BonwebHas n3 BonweOHbIX CKa3ok y Hac
efBa nun nsberHeT ynpeka B NOKyLIEHUM HA OcKopOneHme nmyHocTu!

"epon Hawero BpemeHu, MnmnocTmBble rocyaapu Mou, TOMHO, MOPTPET, HO HE OAHOro Yenoseka:
3TO NOPTPET, COCTaBIEHHbIN U3 MOPOKOB BCErO HaLLEro NOKOMNEeHUs, B MOSIHOM UX pa3BuUTUK. Bbl
MHE ONATb CKaXXeTe, YTO YENoBEK HE MOXET ObITb Tak AYPEH, a 9 BaM CKaxy, YTO €Xenu Bbl
BEpUNN BO3MOXHOCTU CyLLLeCTBOBAHNA BCEX TPArm4eCcknx 1 pOMaHTUYECKUX 3I04EEB, OTHErO Xe
Bbl HE BepyeTe B AeNCcTBUTENbHOCTL NMevopuHa? Ecnun Bbl NtoboBannchb BbiMbICaMu ropasio
Bonee yXacHbIMU N YPOLNMBbLIMU, OTHErO XXe 3TOT XapakTep, AaXe Kak BbIMbICES, HE HaXoauT y
Bac nowjaabl? Y>x He OTTOro N, 4YTo B HeM BornbLue npasapl, Hexenn 6bl Bbl TOro xenanun?..

Bbl ckaxxeTe, YTO HPABCTBEHHOCTb OT 3TOro He BbiUrpbiBaeT? 3suHuTe. [JoBONbLHO nioaen
KOPMUIN CracTaMU; Y HUX OT 3TOr0 UCNOPTUIICA XKenyaoK: HYXHbl FOpbKUe NekapcTBa, egkue
NCTUHbI. HO He gymanTe, ogHako, nocrne 3Toro, YTo6 aBTOp 3TOW KHUMM UMEN Korga-H1Mbyab
ropayto MeuTy caenatbCcsa ucnpaButenem NIOLCKMX NOPOKoB. Boxe ero nsbaeum oT Takoro
HeBexecTBa! EMy npocTo 6b1f10 BECENO prcoBaTh COBPEMEHHOIO YENOBEKA, KAKMM OH €ro
NMOHMMAET, N K ero 1 BalleMy Hec4yacTbto, CIIMLLKOM YacTo BcTpeyan. byaet u toro, 4to 6onesHb
yKasaHa, a Kak ee uanedntb — 370 yxx 6or 3HaeT!



YacTb nepsas



|. Bana

£ exan Ha nepeknagHbix U3 Tudpnuca. Bes noknaxa moen Tenexkn coctossna u3 0gHoro
HeboNbLLOro YemogaHa, KoTopbI 40 NONOBWHBLI BblNT HABUT NyTEeBbIMK 3anuckamu o [py3un.
Bonblias YacTb N3 HUX, K CHACTUIO ANd Bac, NoTepsiHa, a YeMoaH C OCTallbHbIMU BeLaMu, K
CYacCTbIO A1 MEeHS, ocTarncs uern.

YK ConHue HauMHano nNpsTaTbCs 3a CHeroson xpebeT, koraa s Bbexan B Konwaypckyro ONNHY.
OcCeTnH-N3BO34MK HEYTOMMMO MOroHAN nowaaen, 4tob ycneTb A0 HOYM B3o6paTbCa Ha
Konwwaypckyto ropy, 1 Bo Bce ropno pacneBan necHu. CrnasHoe mecTo aTa gonuHa! Co Bcex
CTOPOH ropbl HEMPUCTYMHbIE, KPAaCHOBATbIE CKarbl, 0OBELLAHHbIE 3€MEHbIM NITHOLLOM U
yBEHYaHHbIE Kynamu YnHap, Xentble 06pbiBbl, MCHEPYEHHBIE MPOMOMHAMM, @ TaM BblCOKO-BbICOKO
3onoTtas 6axpoma CHeros, a BHU3y Aparea, 06HABLUNCH C ApYyron 6€3bIMEHHON PEYKON, LLYMHO
BbIPbIBAKOLLENCS U3 YEPHOrO, MOSIHOrO MrI00 YLEenbsa, TAHETCA cepedbpsiHO HUTBIO U CBEPKaeT,
KaK 3Mesi CBOEI0 YeLlyero.

Mogbexas k nogowse Korwaypckon ropbl, Mbl OCTaHOBUIUCHL BO3re AyxaHa. TyT Tonnmnocb
LWYMHO AecsiTka ABa rpy3uH 1 ropues; NnobnmM3ocTy kapaBaH BepOitoaoB OCTaHOBUICA AN
Hounera. A gomkeH 6bin HaHATb ObIKOB, YTOO BTALLMTL MOKO TENEXKY Ha 3Ty NPOKMATYIO ropy,
noTomy 4To Bblna yXKe OCeHb M rononeauya, — a 3ta ropa MMeeT OKOJO ABYX BEPCT ASINHBI.
Heuero genatb, 9 HaHAN WeCTb O6bIKOB N HECKONBbKNX oceTuH. OanH 13 HMx B3ganun cebe Ha
nne4yn Mom YemopaaH, apyrve ctanm noMmoratb 6blkam NoYTU O4HUM KPUKOM.

3a MOeto TeNexXKo YyeTBepka ObIKOB TaLluna gpyryto Kak HU B YeM He BbiBano, HECMOTPS Ha TO,
4TO OHa bbina goBepxy HaknageHa. 3To 06CTOATENBCTBO MEHS YAMBUIO. 3a HEIO LUEN ee XO35uH,
NMOKypuBas U3 ManeHbKon kabapgmHckon Tpyboukn, obaenaHHon B cepebpo. Ha Hem 6bin
odhmLepckuin clopTyk 6e3 anoneT u Yyepkecckad MoxHaTas wanka. OH kasancsa net NATUAEeCcHTH,;
CMYTTIbIW UBET NyLa ero rnokasbisari, YTO OHO AaBHO 3HAKOMO C 3aKaBKa3CKUM COSHLEM, W
npexaeBpeMeHHO nocedeBLUne YCbl He COOTBETCTBOBANN ero TBepAor noxogke n 6ogpomy suay.
A nogowen K HeMy 1 NOKMOHUIICS: OH MONYa OTBEeYan MHe Ha NMOKIOH 1 NyCTUIT OrPOMHbIN Kny6
AbiMa.

— MbI ¢ BaMy MONYTUYUKN, KaXKETCHA?

OH mMornya onaTb NOKMOHUICS.

— Bbl, BepHO, eagete B CtaBpononb?

— Tak-c TOYHO... C Ka3eHHbIMU BeLamu.

— CkaxuTe, noxanyncra, OT4ero 370 Bally TSXKENY TENEXKy YyeTblpe Obika TallaT WwyTs, a Mok,
MycTyto, LUECTb CKOTOB €A1Ba NOABUratoT C NOMOLLbLIO 3TUX OCETUH?

OH nykaBo ynbIGHYCA 1 3HAYMTENBHO B3rNsHY HA MEHS.

— Bbl, BepHO, HegaBHO Ha KaBkase?

— C rog, — oTBevan 1.

OH ynbIBHYyNCca BTOPUYHO.

— A yTO X?

— [a Tak-c! YxxacHble 6ectum 3T asmnatbl! Bbl fymaeTe, OHM NOMOratoT, 4To KpnyaTt? A 4epT nx
pa3bepeT, YTO OHU KpnyaT? BbIKM-TO NX NOHUMAIOT; 3aNpArMTe XOTb ABaAuaTb, TaK KON OHU
KPUKHYT NO-CBOEMY, BblkM BCE HU C MecCTa... Y>acHble nnyTbl! A 4TO C HUX BO3bMeLWwb?.. JTobaT
AEeHbrM Apath ¢ npoeaxawwmx... M3banosanu moweHHUKoOB! YBnanTe, OHM eLle ¢ Bac BO3bMYT Ha



BOAKY. YX S UX 3Hat0, MeHs He npoBeyT!

— A Bbl JaBHO 3€eCb cCrnyxuTte?
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— A Tenepb BbI?..

— Tenepb cunTaloCcb B TPETLEM NMMHENHOM BaTanboHe. A Bbl, CMEIO CIIPOCUTL?..

A ckasan emy.

PasroBop aTmm KOHYUICA 1 Mbl NPOAOIMKaNM Monya uatTn apyr nogne apyra. Ha sepLumHe ropbl
HaLwnm Mbl cHer. ConHue 3akaTunoch, 1 HoYb NocnegoBana 3a AHem 6e3 NpomexyTka, Kak 3To
06bIKHOBEHHO ObIBaET Ha tore; Ho Gnarogaps OTNMBY CHEroB Mbl FIEFKO MO pasnuyaTtb JOPOrY,
KOoTopas BCe eLle Lina B ropy, XOTs yXKe He TaK KpyTo. A Benen nofoxuTb YeMoaH CBOM B
TENexKy, 3aMeHUTb ObIKOB NowwaabMu 1 B NOCNEAHWI pa3 OrfsiHYNCA Ha AOMNNHY; HO FyCTOW
TYMaH, HaxNbIHYBLUWW BOSTHAMW U3 YLLLENWNA, NOKPbIBan ee COBEPLUEHHO, HU €ANHbIN 3BYK He
ponertan yxe oTTyaa Ao Hawero cnyxa. OceTuHbl LWyMHO O0BCTynunn meHsa n TpeboBanu Ha BOAKY;
HO WTabc-KanuTaH Tak rPO3HO Ha HUX MPUKPUKHYI, YTO OHWM BMUI pa3bexanuce.

— Begb aTakuin Hapoa! — ckasan oH, — n xneba no-pycckn HasBaTb He YMeeT, a Bblyuun: «Oduuep,
Aan Ha BoAKy!» YX TaTapbl N0 MHe ny4ylle: Te XOTb HeMboLWue. ..

o ctaHuum octaBanocs ewe ¢ BepcTty. Kpyrom 6bino TMX0, Tak TUXO, YTO MO XYXOKaHUI0 Komapa
MOXHO ObINO cneanTb 3a ero nonetom. Haneeso YepHeno rnybokoe yuiense; 3a HAM 1 Bnepeam
HaC TEMHO-CUHME BEPLUUHbI rOp, U3PbITble MOPLUNHAMU, MOKPbITbIE CIIOAMU CHEra, pucoBasnncb Ha
6negHom HeBOCKINOHe, eLle CoXpaHsaBLUEM NocreHui oTéneck 3apu. Ha TemHom Hebe HavmHanu
MernbKaTb 3Be3[bl, U CTPAHHO, MHE NoKa3arnocCbk, YTO OHO ropasfo Bbllle, YeM Y Hac Ha ceBepe. o
o6enm CTopoHam 4opOoru Topyvanu rofble, YepHbIe KaMHW; KOW-rae 13-nog cCHera BbirnaabiBanm
KyCTapHUKN, HO HW OAMH CyXOW NIUCTOK He LIEBENUMCA, 1 Beceno Obino cnblwaTb Cpean aToro
MEPTBOro CHa Npupoabl oblipKaHbe yCTaron NOYTOBOW TPOMKN U HEPOBHOE NOBPSKMBaHbE
PYCCKOroO KONOKOMbYMKa.

— 3aBTpa byaet cnaBHasa noroga! — ckasan . LUtabc-kanuTaH He oTBeYan HKU CrioBa U ykasan MHe
nanbuemM Ha BbICOKYIO ropy, NogHMMAaBLLYICS NPSMO NPOTUB Hac.

— YT10 X 9T0? — cnpocun K.

— l'yp-ropa.

— Hy T1aKk yto x?

— MocmoTpuTe, Kak KypuTcs.

N B camom pene, N'ya-ropa Kypunack; no 6okam ee nonsanu nerkme CTpynkm — obnakos, a Ha
BEPLUMHE Nnexarna YyepHas Ty4ya, Takasa YepHas, YTo Ha TeMHOM Hebe OHa Ka3anacb NSATHOM.

YK Mbl pasnuyanu no4YToBY CTaHLMIO, KPOBIY OKPY>KaloLWMX ee Caknen. n nepen Hamu MenbKanum
NPUBETHbIE OFOHBLKW, KOraa naxHys CbipOW, XONOAHbIN BETep, yLenbe 3arygeno 1 nowen Menkum
poxab. EaBa ycnen s HaknHyTb BYpKy, Kak noBanun cHer. A ¢ 6naroroBeHMeM NnocMoTpen Ha
wrabc-kanutaHa...

— Ham npupeTcs 3gecb HouYeBaTb, — Cka3arn OH C J0Cafoko, — B TaKylo MeTesb Yepes ropbl He
nepeegeLws. YTo? 6b1nm Nb o6Banbl Ha KpectoBon? — cnpocun OH U3BO34MKa.

— He 6bIno, rocnoanH, — otBeYarn 0CeTUH-U3BO34YUK, — a BUCUT MHOIO, MHOTO.

3a HeMmMeHeM KOMHaTbl AN Npoes3xatoLwwmx Ha CTaHLUK, HaM OTBENW Houner B AbIMHOW cakre. A
npurnacun CBOero CnyTHUKa BbIMUTb BMECTE CTakaH 4Yasi, 6o co MHOM Obifn YyryHHbIM YanHUK —



eMHCTBEHHasa oTpaga Mos B nyTewecTsnax no Kaskaay.

Cakns 6bina npunensneHa ogHMM GOKOM K cKane; Tpy CKONb3KNe, MOKpble CTYNEeHU BENU K ee
Asepu. OLwynblo BOLLEN S U HATKHYNCA Ha KOPOBY (XNEB Y 3TUX JTIOAEN 3aMeHSET Nakenckyo). A
He 3Han, Kyaa AgesaTbCs: TyT 6netoT 0BUbl, Tam BOpYnUT cobaka. K cHacTbio, B CTOPOHe BrnecHyn
TYCKIbIi CBET M NOMOI MHE HaWTK ApYyroe oTBepcTMe Hanogobuve asepu. TyT OTKpbINach KapTuHa
AOBOMbHO 3aHMMaTENbHAasA: LWMPOKasa Cakns, KOTOPOK Kpbilla onvpanach Ha ABa 3aKONYeHHble
ctonba, 6bina nonHa Hapoda. [NocepeanHe TpeLLan OroHeK, pa3noXeHHbI Ha 3emMne, U b,
BblTankneaembli 06paTHO BETPOM U3 OTBEPCTUS B KpbiLLe, pacCTUNancsa BOKPYr TakoW rycToMu
neneHo, YTo A JONr0 He MOr OCMOTPETBLCS; Y OFHS CUAENN ABe CTapyxy, MHOXECTBO AeTen n
OOMH XyOOLLlaBblli Fpy3nH, BCe B IOXMOTbsAX. Hevero 6bino genatb, Mbl NPUIOTUIINCD Y OTHSA,
3aKypunu TpybKku, 1 CKOPO YanHWK 3aLumnen NpuBeTNBO.

— YXankne nogun! — ckazan A wrabc-kanuTaHy, ykasbiBasd Ha HalWnX rpsa3HbIX XO3SEB, KOTOPbIE
MOI4a Ha Hac CMOTPEnuU B KaKoM-TO ocTonbeHeHun.

— Mpernynbii Hapoa! — oTBeYan oH. — [MoBepuTe NN? HUYEro He YMEIOT, He CNOCOBHbI HU K Kakomy
o6pasoBaHuio! YK No KpanHen Mepe Hawmn kabapanHLubl Uy YeyeHLbl XOTS pa3boriHUKN, FonbILwK,
3aTO OTYasiHHbIE BalLKK, a Y 3TUX U K OPY>KUIO HUKAKOW OXOTbl HET: MOPSAAOYHOIO KMHXana Hu Ha
OLHOM He YBMAULWb. YXX NOASIMHHO OCEeTUHbI!

— A Bbl gonro 6binn B YeuHe?

—[a, 9 neT gecatb CTOAN TaM B KPenocTn ¢ poTtoto, y KameHHoro bpoaa, — 3HaeTe?

— Cnbixan.

— Bor, 6aTiowwka, Hagoenn Ham 3Tu ronoBopesbl; HblHYe, craea 6ory, cmupHee; a 6biBano, Ha CTo
LaroB oTonaellb 3a Ban, y>xe rae-Hnbyab KocMaThbin AbABOM CUAUT U KapaynuT: YyTb 3a3eBarncs,
TOro n rnagu — nnbo apkaH Ha wee, NMbo nyna B 3aTbinke. A monogubl!..

— A, 4Yain, MHOro ¢ Bamu 6bIBano NpukNOYeHNin? — ckasan s, NOACTPeKaeMbIn NHOBONbITCTBOM.

— Kak He 6biBaTb! BbiBano...

TyT OH Ha4an wmnaTb NEBLIN YC, NOBECUN rOMoBY M Npu3agymarncs. MHe cTpax XxoTenocb
BbITSIHYTb U3 HErO Kaky-HUOyab NCTOPUNKY — XXenaHue, CBOMCTBEHHOE BCEM NYTELLECTBYHOLLUM U
3anucbiBaroLwmm nogam. Mexay Tem 4ar nocnen; s BbITawmn U3 YyemogaHa ABa NoxXoaHbIX
CTakaH4uKa, Hanun u noctasun oguH nepeq HUM. OH oTxnebHyn n ckasan Kak 6yaTo nNpo cebs:
«[a, 6eiBano!» 3710 BocknMuaHme nogano MHe 6onblune Hagexabl. A 3Hato, cTapble KaBkasubl
ntobsT NOroBOpuTh, NOpacckasaTb; MM Tak peaKo TO yAaeTcs: APYron neT NATb CTOUT rae-Hnubyap
B 3aX0NyCTbe C POTON, U Lenble NATb NIET EMY HUKTO HE CKaXXeT «34paBCTBYMTE» (MOTOMY YTO
denbadebens roBoput «3gpasus xenato»). A nobontaTte 6bino Obl 0 YEM: KPYromM Hapog, AVKUNA,
ntoBOoNbITHBIN; KAXAbIN AEHb ONACHOCTb, CNyYan O6bIBalOT YygHble, U TYT NOHEBOME NoXaneewb O
TOM, YTO Y HacC Tak Mano 3anucbIBatoT.

— He xotute nn nogbasuTtb poMy? — ckasan g cBoeMy cobecegHuky, — y MeHs eCTb 6enblii 13
Tudpnuca; Tenepb XONo4HO.

— HeTt-c, 6narogapcTBynTe, He Mbio.

— Yro Tak?

— [a Tak. A gan cebe 3aknaTtbe. Korga s 6610 eLle noagnopy4YmMkom, pas, 3HaeTe, Mbl NOAryNanm
mexay coboMr, a HoYblo caenanach TPeBora; BOT Mbl U BbiLAW nepea PpyHT HaBecerne, Aa yx u
AocTtanocb Ham, kak Anekcen NeTpoBuYy y3Han: He gaur rocnogu, Kak oH paccepauncs! 4yTb-dyTb



He oTgan nog cyn. OHO 1 TOYHO: APYroun pas Uenblii rof XMBeELLb, HUKOro He BUAWLWb, Aa KaK TyT
elle Bogka — nponagwunm yenosek!

Ycnblwas 370, S NOYTU NOTepSAN Hagexay.

— [1a BOT XOTb YepKecbl, — NpoaosKan oH, — Kak HanbtoTcsa 6y3bl Ha cBaabbe nnm Ha NOXOpPOoHaXx,
Tak n nowna pybka. A pas Hacuny Horm yHec, a eLle y MMpPHOBa KHA3S Obln B rocTAX.

— Kak e ato cny4mnocs?

— BoT (oH Habun TpybKy, 3aTsHyNCA 1 Hayan pacckasbiBaTb), BOT M3BONUTE BUAETD, S TOr4a CTOAN
B KpPenocTu 3a Tepekom C pOTON — 3TOMY CKOpPO MsATb NeT. Pa3s, 0CeHbio NpuLlesn TpaHCnopT ¢
NpOBMaHTOM; B TpaHcnopTe Obin oduuep, MONOAOW YenoBek net asaguaty natn. OH ABMNACA KO
MHe B NONHOW oopmMe 1 06BbABWM, YTO eMy BEMEHO OCTaTbCs Y MeHsi B Kpenoctu. OH 6bin Takon
TOHEHbKWI, 6eNeHbKWIA, Ha HEeM MyHOMP OblN Tako HOBEHbKUI, YTO S TOTYAC goragarncs, YTo OH
Ha KaBkase y Hac HeaBHO. «Bbl, BepHO, — cnpocun s ero, — nepeseaeHbl cioga ns Poccun?» —
«To4HO Tak, rocnoavH wrabc-kanuTaHy», — oTBeYan oH. H B3sn ero 3a pyky u ckasan: «O4eHb pag,
oYeHb pag. Bam 6yget HEMHOXKO CKYYHO... Hy Aa Mbl C BaMu Byaem XuTb No-npuaTenscku... [a,
noXxanymncra, 30BuTe meHs npocto Makcum Makcumbliy, 1, noxanyncra, — K Yemy 3Ta nosHas
dopma? npuxoamTe KO MHe Bcerga B oypaxke». EMy oTBenu kBapTupy, 1 OH Nocenusncs B
KpenocTu.

— A kak ero 3Banu? — crnpocun a1 Makcnma Makcumbiva.

— Ero 3Banu... 'puropmem Anekcangposmyem NevopuHbiM. CnaeHbl 6bin Manbli, CMel Bac
YBEPUTb; TONbKO HEMHOXKO CTpaHeH. Beab, Hanpumep, B 4OXAWUK, B XONOA Uerblv eHb Ha OXOTe;
BCE U3350HYT, yCTaHYT — a eMy HM4Yero. A gpyrov pas cnaut y cebsi B KOMHaTe, BeTep naxHeT,
yBepsieT, YTO NPOCTYAUNCS; CTaBHEM CTYKHET, OH B3APOrHET 1 NnobneaHeeT; a Npu MHE XOAWN Ha
kabaHa oanH Ha oavH; 6biBano, No uesnbiM Yacam CrioBa He J0ObeLLbCS, 3aTO YK MHOrAa Kak
Ha4yHEeT pacckasblBaTb, TaK XMBOTMKN HAQOPBELLb CO cMexa... [la-c, ¢ 6onblummm 6bin
CTPaHHOCTAMM, U, AOMKHO ObITb, GoraTbii YeNOBEK: CKOMBbKO Yy HEro 6bIN10 pasHbIX AOPOrnx
BeLwmy!..

— A JOnro OH C BaMu Xnn? — cnpocun s onsitb.

—[a c roa. Hy ga yx 3aTo namaTeH MHe 3TOT rof; Hagenan OH MHe XNonoT, He Tem Byab
nomsHyT! Beab ectb, npaBo, aTakne Noaun, y KOTOPbIX Ha pody HanMcaHo, YTO C HUMU AOSDKHbI
cny4aTtbCsi pa3Hble HeOObIKHOBEHHbIE BeLu!

— HeobblkHOBEHHbIE? — BOCKIIMKHYN A C BUAOM NtobonbITCTBA, NOANMBas eMy vasi.
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Pa3 npuesxaeT cam cTapblii KHA3b 3BaTb Hac Ha cBaabOy: OH OTAaBan CTapLuyo A0Yb 3aMyX, a
Mbl BbININ C HUM KYHaKW: TaK HEMNb34 XXe, 3HaeTe, 0TKa3aTbCs, XOTb OH 1 TaTapuH. OTnpasunuce. B
ayne MHOXecTBO cobak BCTPETMUMNO HAc rpOMKUM naem. XXeHLWmnHbl, yBUAS HAc, npaTanuck; Te,
KOTOPbIX Mbl MOFfIM pacCMOTPETbL B L0, ObiNy Aaneko He Kpacasuubl. « umen ropasgo nydiwlee
MHEHWE O YepKelleHKax», — ckasan MmHe ['puropuin AnekcaHgposud. «lorognte!» — oTBeyan 1,
ycMexasicb. Y MeHs ObIno CBOe Ha yMe.

Y KHA34 B cakne cobpanoch yxxe MHOXeCTBO Hapoda. Y asuaToB, 3HaeTe, obblyain Bcex
BCTPEYHbIX M NONepeYHbIX Npurnawartb Ha ceagbby. Hac npuHAnn co Bcemu noyYecTsamm n noBenu
B KyHaLKyl0. £, ogHaKo X, He No3abbln NogMeTUTb, rAe NOCTaBUM HalLKX Nowagen, 3HaeTe, Ans
HenpeaBUANMOro crny4asi.



— Kak e y Hux npasgHytot cBagbby? — cnpocun s wrabc-kanuTaHa.

— [la o6bikHOBEHHO. CHavana mynna npoynTaeT um 4To-To U3 KopaHa; noTom AapaT Monogbix 1
BCEX MX POACTBEHHMKOB, €44T, NbiOT By3y; NOTOM HAaYMHAETCA JKUTMTOBKA, U BCEraa OaunH Kakon-
HMOYAb 06OPBBLILL, 3acCaneHHbIN, Ha CKBEPHOW XPOMOW foLlafeHKe, NoOMaeTcs, NnasgCcHUYaerT,
CMeLUNT YECTHYI KOMNAaHWUIO; MOTOM, KOrja CMEPKHETCS, B KYHALKOW Ha4YMHaeTCs, No-Hawlemy
ckasaTb, 6an. beaHblli cTapmymnika OpeHYNT Ha TPEXCTPYHHOMW. .. 3abbln Kak No-MxXHEMY, HY, Aa
BpoAe Hawen 6ananaviku. [leBkm n monoaple pebsita CTaHOBATCA B ABE LUEPEHTN OAHA NPOTUB
ApYyrown, xrnonarT B NagoLwn u notT. BOT BbIXOAUT OA4Ha AeBKa 1 OOMH MYX4YMHA Ha cepenHy 1
Ha4YMHaKT roBOPUTbL APYr APYry CTUXM Hapacrnes, YTO nonaro, a ocTasrbHble NoaXBaTbiBaOT
xopoM. Mbl ¢ NevyopuHbIM cngenu Ha NoYeTHOM MeCTe, U BOT K HeMy nogoLuna MeHbLlas 4oYb
X035IMHa, AeBYyLUKa NeT WwecTHaguaTtuy, 1 nponena emy... Kak 6bl cka3aTb?.. BpoAe KOMMMMEHTA.
— A 4TO X Takoe oHa nponena, He NOMHUTE Nn?

— [a, kaxeTcs, BOT Tak: «CTPONHbI, ecKaTb, Haln MONoAble IKUTUTbI, U KaddTaHbl HA HUX
cepebpoM BbINIOXEHbI, @ MONOAOW PYCCKNA OhrLiep CTPOMHEE UX, U FranyHbl Ha HEM 30M0Tble. OH
KaK TOMosb MeXay HUMW; TONbKO He pacTu, He LBECTU eMy B Hawem cagy». [evopuH BcTan,
MOKMOHWICA e, NPUNOXMB PYKY KO Nby 1 cepauy, U NPOCKN MEHS OTBEYaTb ei, A XOPOLLO 3HaK0
Nno-nxXHeMy u nepeser ero oTBerT.

Korga oHa oT Hac oTowna, Torga s wennyn ['puropbto AnekcaHgposuyy: «Hy 4To, kakoBa?» —
«[lMpenectb! — oTBe4an oH. — A Kak ee 30ByT?» — «Ee 30ByT banoto», — oTBevan 1.

M To4HO, oHa Bbina xopoLua: BbICOKasi, TOHEHbKas, rnasa YepHble, Kak Y rOpHOW CEPHbI, Tak U
3arnagbiBanu Ham B ayuwy. [levyopuH B 3a1yMYMBOCTU HE CBOAUI C HeEe rnas, U OHa YaCTEHbKO
ncnognobbsa Ha Hero nocmaTpmBana. Tonbko He oguH NevopuH NboBancs XopoLLEHbKOM
KHSXKHOW: U3 yrna KoMHaTbl Ha Hee CMOTPenu Apyrue ABa rnasa, HenoABWXHble, OrHEHHbIe. A
cTan BrnaablBaTbCs M y3Han Moero ctaporo 3HakomMmua Kasbuua. OH, 3HaeTe, 6bin He To, 4To6
MUPHOWN, He TO, YTOO HeMUPHOM. [1ogo3peHnin Ha Hero BbINO MHOrO, XOTb OH HU B KaKOW LLIAnocTn
He 6bln 3ameveH. bbiBano, OH NpUBOAUN K HaM B KpenocTb 6apaHoB 1 Nnpogasan AelweBo, TONbKO
HUKOrga He TOproBarscs: YTo 3anpocuT, AaBau, — XOTb 3apexXb, He YCTynuT. [[0BOpunu npo Hero,
4YTO OH NBUT TackaTbca Ha KybaHb ¢ abpekamu, 1, npaBay cka3aTb, poxa y Hero 6bina camas
pa3bonHNYbA: ManNeHbKNI, CyXOK, LUIMPOKONIEYNIA... A yXK NTOBOK-TO, JTIOBOK-TO Bbin, kak 6ec!
BelumeT Bceraa nsopeaHHbIN, B 3annaTkax, a opyxue B cepebpe. A nowaap ero cnasmnach B
uenon Kabapge, — u TOYHO, nyu4Lle 3TOW nowaam HUYero BbigyMaTb HEBO3MOXHO. Hegapom emy
3aBMaoOBanu BCce Hae3aHWKN N He pa3 NbITanucb ee yKpacTb, TONbKO He yaaBanocbk. Kak Tenepb
rMsSHKY Ha 9Ty nowlaib: BOPOHas!, Kak CMOSb, HOMU — CTPYHKU, U rNasa He Xyxe, YeM y banbl; a
Kakas cuna! ckaum XOTb Ha NATbAECAT BEPCT; a YK Bble3KeHa — kak cobaka b6eraeT 3a X03aMHOM,
ronoc gaxe ero 3Hana! beiBano, oH ee HMKOrga U He NPUBA3bIBAET. YK Takast pa3boriHNYbS
nowapap!..

B aToT Beuep Kasbuy Gbin yrpromee, 4em korga-Hubyapb, 1 9 3ameTun, 4Tto y Hero noa 6ewmeTom
HageTa konb4yyra. «Hegapom Ha HeM 3Ta KomnbYyra, — nogyman s, — Y OH, BEPHO, YTO-HNOYab
3aMbILUNAETY.

[ywiHo cTtano B cakre, 1 5 BbileN Ha BO34yX OCBEXUTLCA. Houb yXX noXunack Ha ropbl, 1 TyMaH
HaumMHan 6poanTb NO yLEenNbsMm.
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Mpobupatock Boonb 3abopa 1 BAPYT Crblly rofoca; OAMH ronoc 9 ToTyac y3Han: 31o 6bin noBeca
Asamart, CblH Hallero xo3svHa; apyrom ropopun pexe n tuwe. «O Yem OHW TYT TONKYT? —
nogyman s, — y>k He 0 Moen nu nowagke?» BoTt npucen sy 3abopa n ctan npucnyLumnBaTtbhes,
cTapasiCb He NPoNyCTUTb HM OQHOrO crnoBa. MIHorga wym neceH U roBop ronocos, BbineTas u3
caknu, 3arnyLwanu nobonbITHbIA AN MEHSI pa3roBop.

— CnaBHas y Teba nowapap! — rosopun Asamat, — ecnu 6bl 51 6611 XO391H B JOMe U nmen TabyH B
TpucTa kobbIn, To otaan 6bl NOMOBUHY 3a TBOEro ckakyHa, Kastuy!

«A!l Ka3buul» — nogyman st 1 BCMOMHUIT KOMbYyry.

— [a, — otBevan Kas3buy nocne HEKOTOPOro MonyaHus, — B Luenon Kabapae He Hangelwb Takow.
Pas, — aTo 6b1no 3a Tepekom, — 1 e3gun ¢ abpekamn oTbmBaTb pycckme TabyHbl; HaM He
nocYacTNNBUIOCH, N Mbl paccbiNanncb KTo Kyfa. 3a MHOW HECNUCH YeTbipe Kasaka; YK S Chnblwarn
3a coboto KpUKM raypoB, 1 nepefo MHoto 6bin rycton nec. MNpuner s Ha cegno, nopyyun cebe
annaxy v B NepBblv pa3 B XXN3HN ocKopbun KoHs yaapom nnetun. Kak nTuua HblpHYn OH Mexay
BETBSIMM; OCTPbIE KOSOYKN pBann MOK 04eXay, CyxXne Cyybs kaparada ounu mens no nuuy. KoHb
MOW npbiran Yepes nHu, paspbiBan KycTbl rpyabto. Jlyywe 66110 661 MHE ero 6poCcuTb y ONyLLKK U1
CKPbITbCS B NleCy MELLKOM, Aa Xanb ObIN0 C HUM paccTaTbCH, — U MPOPOK BO3HArpaann MeHs.
Heckonbko Nynb NpoOBU3XKano Hag MOEK ronoBOID; A YK Cribllwarn, Kak CleLnBLUMECS Ka3aKu
Gexanu no cnegam... Bopyr nepeno MHO peiTBUHA riybokas; CKakyH MOW Npu3agymMarncs — u
npbirHyn. 3agHue ero Konbita 06opBanncb C NPOTUBHOIO Bepera, 1 OH NOBUC Ha NepeaHnX Horax;
s 6pocnn NoBoAbA M MNONETEN B OBpar; 3TO CNacnio MOEro KOHA: OH Bbickounn. Kasaku Bce 310
BMAOENN, TONBbKO HXU OOUH HE CNYCTUSICA MEHS UCKaTb: OHW, BEPHO, AyMarnu, 4To 9 ybuncs go
CMepTU, 1 5 crblwarn, Kak OHM BGpoCnnChb NOBUTb Moero KoHs. Cepaue moe 06nmMnochb KpoBbIo;
nonon3 s No rycTton Tpaee BAOSb MO OBpary, — CMOTPIO: J1IEC KOHYMICSH, HECKOMBbKO Ka3akoB
BbIE3XXaT U3 HErO Ha MOMSHY, U BOT BbICKAaKMBAET NPSIMO K HUM MoK Kapares; Bce KMHynucChb 3a
HUM C KPUKOM; JONrO, AOMAr0 OHM 3@ HUM FOHANUCb, 0COOEHHO OAMH pa3a ABa YyTb-4yTb HE
HaKMHYN eMy Ha LUEe apkaHa; A 3agpoxkan, onycTun rnasa u Hadyan MonuTbcs. Yepes HECKONbKO
MrHOBEHUI NOAHUMA0 NX — N BUXKY: MOW Kapares neTut, passeBasi XBOCT, BOSIbHbIV KakK BeTep, a
raypbl 4aneko oAunH 3a ApYrMM TSHYTCH MO CTENM Ha N3MyYeHHbIX KOHsIX. Bannax! ato npaeaa,
nctuHHasg npasga! [Jo no3gHen HoYM 9 cuaen B CBoeM oBpare. Bapyr, 4To X Tel AyMaellb,
A3zamaTt? BO Mpake cnbiwy, 6eraet no 6epery oBpara KOHb, obipkaeT, pXeT 1 6beT KonbiTamu 0
3eMrto; 51 y3Han ronoc moero Kaparesa; 910 6bin oH, Mor ToBapuu!.. C Tex nop Mbl He
pasny4anuce.

M cnbiwHo 6bIN0, Kak OH Tpenan PyKoK Mo rMagkon LWee CBOero CkakyHa, AaBasi eMy pasHble
HEeXHble Ha3BaHWS.

— Ecnun 6 y meHs 6bin TabyH B Thicsauy Kobbin, — cka3an Asamart, — To otaan 6bl Tebe Bech 3a
TBOEro Kaparesa.
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Kasbuny monuan.

— B nepBbIn pas, kak a8 yBugen TBOEro KoHs, — npogoskan Asamar, Korga oH nog Tobon KpyTuncs
W Npbiran, pasgysasi HO34pu, U KPEMHU Bpbl3ramun neTenn us-nog KonblT €ro, B Moen gyLue



cAenanoch YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE, N C TEX NOP BCE MHE OMNOCTLINENO: Ha My4LLMX CKaKyHOB MOEro
oTUa CMOTpPEn S C Npe3peHneM, CTbiAHO BbIN0 MHe Ha HUX NoKa3aTbCs, U TOCKa OBnagena MHoW;
N, TOCKYS, MPOCKMXMBAN A Ha yTece uernble AHNU, N eXXEMUHYTHO MbICIISIM MOUM ABNANCS BOPOHOMU
CKaKyH TBOW C CBOEWN CTPONHOW MOCTYNbIO, C CBOUM rMaAKUM, NpsIMbIM, Kak cTpena, XxpebTom; OH
CMOTpEn MHe B rnasa cBoMmmn 60nkumm rnasamm, kak 6yaTo XoTen cnoBo BbIMONBUTL. A ympy,
Ka3bu4, ecnu Tbl MHe He npodallb ero! — ckazan AsamaT gpoXKalyum rofocom.
MHe nocnbiwanock, YTO OH 3annakan: a Hago BaM ckasaTtb, YTOo Asamart B6bin npeynpsambIi
MarnbuuLLKa, U Hn4em, 6biBano, y Hero cnes He Bblbbellb, AaXe Koraa oH Obifl NOMOMoXe.
B oTBeT Ha ero cresbl nocnbIWwanock YTO-TO BPOAe CMexa.
— MNocnywan! — ckazan TBepabIM ronocom AsamaT, — BUAULLb, S HA BCE peLlarchb. Xoyellb, 9
ykpagy ansa 1ebsa moto cectpy? Kak oHa nnaweT! kak noet! a BbllumBaeT 30/10TOM — 4ygo! He
OblBano Takom XeHbl N 'y TypeLKoro naguwiaxa... Xoyellb, JOXANCb MEHSA 3aBTpa HOYbIO TaMm B
yuienbe, rae 6exuT NoToK: S NoVay C HeK MMMO B cCOCeHUI ayn, — 1 oHa TBOs. Heyxenu He
ctouT bana TBoero ckakyHa?
6

MHoro KpacaBuy B aynax y Hac,

3Be3bl CUAIT BO Mpake vx rnas.

Cnapko nobutb ux, 3aBuaHasi 4oss;

Ho Becenei mornogeykas Bosis.

30110TO KynuT YeTbIpe XeHhbl,

KoHb e nuxovi He UMeeT LeHb:

OH n OT BUXpS B CTENU HE OTCTAHET,

OH He U3MEHUT, OH He 0bMaHer.
HanpacHo ynpaiwwwvBan ero Asamat cornacuTtbCs, U nnakan, u NbCTUN emy, N KNAncs; HakoHew,
Ka3buy HeTepnenvso npepsan ero:
— Moan npoyb, 6e3ymHbIn Mmanbunwka! 'ae Tebe e3guTb Ha MOeM KoHe? Ha nepBbix Tpex Lwarax
OH Tebs cOpocuT, n Tbl pa3obbellb cebe 3aTbiNok 06 KaMHM.
— MeHa? — kpukHyn Azamar B 6eLLeHCTBe, 1 Xeneso AeTCKOro KuHxana 3a3seHeno o6 Konbyyry.
CunbHas pyka OTTOSIKHYa ero nNpoydb, 1 OH yaapuncsa ob nneTeHb Tak, YTO NneTeHb 3awaTtancs.
«byneTt notexa!» — nogyman s, KUHyNCS B KOHIOLLIHIO, B3HY34an nowagemn Halwmx v BolBen nx Ha
3agHuin ABop. Yepes ABe MUHYTHI YK B cakre Obin yxacHbivi reanT. BoT 4to cnyymnock: Asamar
B6exan Tyga B pasopBaHHOM BelumeTe, roBops, 4to Kasbuy xoten ero 3apesatb. Bce
BbICKOUMNIIN, CXBATUIMCb 3a PYXbs — 1 nowwna notexa! Kpuk, wym, BeiCTpenbl; Tonbko Ka3bud yx
OblN BEPXOM 1 BEPTENCSA Cpeam Tonnbl No ynuue, Kak 6ec, 0TMaxmBasaCh LUALLKOMN.
— [noxoe geno B YyXom NMpy noxmense, — ckasan s ['puropbto AnekcaHapoBuyy, NoMmMas ero 3a
PYKY, — He nyyLle N1 Ham nockopen ybpatbca?
— [a noroguTte, YeM KOHYMTCS.
— [la yX, BEpHO, KOHYMTCS XyOo0; Y 9TUX a3naTtoB BCe Tak: HAaTAHyNUCb By3bl, 1 nowna pesHs! — Mol
cenv BepXoM 1 ycKakanu JOMOWN.
— A uto Ka3bu4? — cnpocun s HeTepnenueo y wTtabc-kanutaHa.
— [a uyto aTomy Hapoay aenaeTcsa! — oTBeYan oH, AonvBas CTakaH Yasi, — Befb YCKOIb3Hyn!



— W He paHeH? — cnpocun 1.

— A 6or ero 3HaeT! XKuBywym, pasborHukn! Bugan s-c nHbix B gene, Hanpumep: Beab BECb
NCKOSOT, KaK peLleTo, WTblkaMu, a BCe MaxaeT Lwallkon. — Ltabc-kanuTaH nocne HEKOTOPOro
MOMYaHWS NpoJosKan, TONHYB HOMOK O 3eMITIO:

— Hukorga cebe He npoLly 0AHOro: YepT MeHs AEPHY, MpMexaB B KPenocTb, NepeckasaTtb
"puropbto AnekcaHapoBMYy BCe, YTO S Chblwar, cnada 3a 3abopoM; OH NOCMEASCH, — TaKon
XUTpbIN! — a cam 3agyman Koe-4To.

— A yTo Takoe? Pacckaxute, noxarnyucra.

— Hy yx Heyero genaTtb! Havyan pacckasbiBaTb, Tak HAA4O NPOJOIKaTb.

[HsA Yepes veTbipe nNpunesxaeT AzamaT B KpenocTb. [10 06bIKHOBEHUIO, OH 3allen K ['puropbto
AnekcaHapoBuyy, KOTOPbIA €ro Bcerga kopmun nakomcteamu. A 6bin TyT. 3awen pasroBop o
nowapgsx, u NevopmH Hayan pacxBanveaTb nowanb Kasbuya: yxx Takaa-To oHa pesBasi, Kpacusasi,
CINOBHO CepHa, — Hy, MPOCTO, MO ero cnosam, 3Takon 1 B LErIOM MUPEe HeT.

3acBepkanu rnaseHkn y Tatap4voHka, a lNevyopuH 6yaTto He 3ameyaeT; A 3aroBOpHO O APYroMm, a OH,
CMOTpULLb, TOTYAC COBbLET pa3roBop Ha nowaab Kasbuya. O3ta nuctopmsa npogormkanach BCAKUNA
pas, kak npuesxan AsamaTt. Hegenu Tpu cnycTta ctan s 3ameyaTb, 4To A3amaTt GnegHeeT u
COXHeT, Kak bbiBaeT oT Nobsm B pomaHax-c. YTo 3a aAnBo?..

BoT Bugute, s yxx nocne ysHan BClO 3Ty WTyKy: [puropui AnekcaHapoBu4 Ao TOro ero 3agpasHun,
4YTO XOTb B BoAy. Pa3 oH eMy 1 ckaxu:

— Bwxy, Azamar, yto Tebe 6onbHO NOHpaBunach ata nowaapb; a He BuaaTb Tebe ee kak CBOero
3aTbinka! Hy, ckaxu, 4yto 6bl Tol 4an Tomy, KTo Tebe ee nogapun 6bi?..

— Bce, 4TO OH 3axouyeT, — oTBeyvan Asamar.

— B Takom cnyyae s Tebe ee goCTaHy, TOMbKO C YCNOBMEM... [TOKNAHUCH, YTO Tbl €ro
NCMOMHULLb. ..

— Knsanycb. .. KngaHuce v 1ol

— Xopowo! KngaHycb, Tbl Oyaelub BNnageTb KOHEM; TONbKO 3a HEro Tbl AOJPKEH OTAAaTb MHE CecTpy
Bany: Kapares 6yget Tebe kansimom. Hagetocb, 4YTo Topr Ansi Te6s BbIrOAEH.

AsamaTt monyan.

— He xo4vewb? Hy, kak xoyews! A gyman, 4To Tbl My)X4MHa, a Tbl ewe pebeHok: paHo Tebe e3anTb
BEPXOM...

A3zamart BCrbIXHy.

— A moi oTeL? — ckasarn OH.

— Pa3Be oH HuKOrga He yeaxaet?

- lNpaBga...

— CornaceHn?..

— CornaceH, — npowentan Asamar, bnegHbili kKak cmepTb. — Korga xe?

— B nepBbin pas, kak Kaszdbuny npmueaet cioga; oH obewlancsa npurHatb AecaTok 6apaHoB:
ocTansHoe — moe geno. CmoTpu xe, Asamar!

BoT oHM 1 cnagunu aTo geno... no npaesAe ckasaTb, Hexopollee geno! A nocne n rosopun aTo
[MeyopuHy, Aa TONbLKO OH MHE OTBeYar, YTO AMKasa YepKeLleHka 4omkHa ObiTb cyacTnmea, nmes
TaKoro MUIIOro My>a, Kak OH, NOTOMY YTO, MO-UXHEMY, OH BCE-TaKMN €€ MyX, a 4To — Kasbuny
pa3bonHMK, KOTOPOro Haao 6bino HakasaTb. Camu nocyauTe, YTO X 1 MOr OTBeYaTb NPOTUB



aToro?.. Ho B 70 Bpems 1 HU4ero He 3Han o6 ux 3arosope. BoT pa3 npuexan Kastuy un
crnpawmBaeT, He HYXXHO N BapaHoB 1 Meaa; s Benen emy NpuUBeCTU Ha APYron AeHb.

— Azamar! — ckasan [puropuin AnekcaHgpoBuy, — 3aBTpa Kapares B MOUX pyKax; ecrnu HblH4e
Houbto bana He ByaeT 3aech, TO He BuaaTh Tebe KOHS. ..

— Xopowuo! — ckazan Asamat 1 nockakan B ayrn. Beuepowm ["puropuin AnekcangpoBuy BOOPYXUICs
N Bblexan 13 KpenocTU: Kak OHW CNaaunn 3To 4eno, He 3Hato, — TONbKO HOYbK0 OHM 06a
BO3BpaATUNNCBL, MU YACOBOW BMAeEs, YTO nonepek ceana AsamaTta nexana XXeHLmHa, y KOTOpou
PYKWU 1 HOrm BbINn CBSA3aHbI, a rofloBa OKyTaHa Yagpon.

— A nowapapb? — cnpocun 'y wrabc-kanuTaHa.

7

Ctann mbl 6ontatb 0 TOM, O CeM: BAPYr, CMOTpto, Kazbny B3gporHyn, nepeMeHunca B nmue — u K
OKHY; HO OKHO, K HECHACTUIO, BLIXOAWUIO Ha 3aBOpbE.

—YT0 C TOGOI? — cnpocun 4.

— Moga nowagp!.. nowaap!.. — ckasan oH, BeCb ApoXKa.

To4HO, A ycnblwan TonoT KONbIT: «3TO, BEPHO, KAKOW-HMOYAb Ka3ak npuexarn...»

— HeT! Ypyc amaH, amaH! — 3apeBen oH 1 onpomMeTbio 6Gpocuncs BoH, Kak gukuin 6apc. B asa
NpbbKKa OH BbIN YK HAa ABOPE; Y BOPOT KPENOCTM YAaCOBOW 3aropoans emy nyTb PYXXbeM; OH
nepecKkoYmnn Yyepes pyxxbe 1 KuHyrncsa 6exaTb no gopore... Boanu Bunack nbinb — A3amat ckakan
Ha nuxom Kaparese; Ha 6ery Ka3bud BbixBaTun 13 4exna py>xbe 1 BbICTPENUA, C MUHYTY OH
ocTarnca HenoABWXeH, Noka He ybeauncs, 4To gan npomax; NOTOM 3aBu3Xarn, yaapun pyxbse o
KameHb, pa3bun ero Bapebesru, NnoBanuscsa Ha 3eMio 1 3apblaan, kak pebeHok... BoT kpyrom
Hero cobparncs Hapog 13 KPenoCT! — OH HUKOrO He 3ameyart; NOCTOANN, NOTOMIKOBaNU 1 NOLLNn
Hasag; 9 Benen Bo3ne ero nofioXxuntb AeHbrn 3a 6apaHoOB — OH UX HE TPOHYN, nexan cebe HUYKoMm,
Kak mepTBbIi. [oBepuTe nNu, OH Tak Nponexan 40 NO34HEeN HOYU U Lenyto HoYb?.. TONbKO Ha
Apyroe yTpo npuwien B KPenocTb U cTan Npocutb, 4To6 emy Hassanu noxututend. Yacoson,
KOTOpbIN BuAer, kak AsamaTt oTBA3asn KOHA M yCKakan Ha HeM, He rnoYern 3a Hy>XHOe CcKpbiBaTb. [pu
3TOM uMeHu rnasa Kasbuya 3acBepkanu, 1 OH OTNpaBuica B ayn, rae xun otey Asamara.

—Yrto x oTey?

— [la B TOM-TO 1 WTYyKa, 4YTO ero Kaszbuny He Hallen: OH KyAa-To yeaxan AHEN Ha WeCTb, a TO
yaanocbk nu 6l AsamaTy yBe3Tu cectpy?

A korga oTel, BO3BpaTUICH, TO HU A0YEPU, HU CbiHA He Bbino. Takon Xntpew: BeAb CMEKHYI, YTO
He CHOCUTb eMy ronoBbl, ecnu 6 oH nonancs. Tak ¢ Tex Nop U Nponan: BEpHO, NpuUcTan K Kakon-
HMOYAb Warike abpekoB, Aa 1 cnoxun OynHyto ronosy 3a Tepekom unu 3a KybaHbto: Tyaa u
poporal..

[Mpu3Hatocb, 1 Ha MO JOMK NOPAA0YHO JocTanock. Kak 4 TONbKO nposBeaarn, YTo YepKeLleHka y
"puropbsa AnekcanHgpoBuya, TO HaZen anoneThl, Wnary u nowen K Hemy.

OH nexxan B nepBor KOMHATE Ha NOCTeNn, NOANIOXMNB OAHY PYKY NoA 3aTbINOK, a APYron aepxa
noracuuyto TpyoKy; ABEpPb BO BTOPYHO KOMHATY Oblna 3anepTta Ha 3aMoK, U Krtova B 3amke He Obino.
£ BCe 9TO TOTYAC 3amMeTun... A Hayan KawnsaTb U NOCTyKMBaTb Kabnykamm o nopor, — TONbKO OH
npuTBOpPANCS, 6yATO HE CNbILINT.

— ["ocnoauH npanopwuk! — ckasan s Kak MOXHO CTpoXxe. — Pa3Be Bbl HE BUAUTE, YTO A K Bam
npuwen?



— AX, 3gpaBscTByinTe, Makcum Makcumbiy! He xoTtute nu TpybKy? — oTBEYan oH, He
NpPUNOgHUMANACh.

— U3BuHuTe! A He Makcum Makcumbly: a1 witabc-kanutaH.

— Bce paBHo. He xotuTte nu yao? Ecnm 6 Bbl 3Hanu, kakas My4nT meHs 3abotal

— £ BCce 3Halo, — oTBeYan s, nogower K KposaTu.

— Tem nyJwe: 9 He B Ayxe pacckasbiBaThb.

— ['ocnoguH npanopLuk, Bbl caenanu NpocTynok, 3a KOTOpPbIA 9 MOry oTBevartsb. ..

— W nonHoTe! yto X 3a 6ena? Begb y Hac gaBHO BCe nononam.

— Y70 3a WwyTkM? MNoxanynTte Bawy wnary!

— MwuTbka, wnary!..

MwuTbka npuHec wnary. AcnonHuB Jonr CBOW, Cen A K HeEMy Ha KpoBaTb M cKasan:

— MNocnywan, puropuin AnekcaHgpoBuYy, NPU3HANCS, YTO HEXOPOLLO.

— Y10 HexopoLwo?

— [a 1o, 4yTo Tbl yBe3 bany... Yx ata mHe 6ectusa Asamar!.. Hy, npusHarics, — ckasan s emy.

— [la korga oHa MHe HpaBuTca?..

Hy, 4To npukaxkete oTBevaTb Ha aT0?.. A cTan B Tynuk. OgHaKo X Nocne HeKOTOPOro MonyaHus s
eMy cKasar, YTo ecnu oTeL, CTaHeT ee TpeboBaTtb, TO Hago GyaeT otaaTh.

— Bosce He Hapo!

— [la oH y3HaeT, YTo OHa 34eCb?

— A KaK OH y3HaeT?

A onATb cTan B TYNuK.

— Mocnywante, Makcum Makcumbiy! — ckazan lNevyopuH, NpUNOAHSBLUNCH, — BeAb Bbl A06PbIV
YyerioBek, — a ecnv oTAaguMM JoYb 3TOMY NKApHo, OH ee 3apexeT unu npogact. [leno caenaHo, He
HaJo TONIbKO OXOTOK NOPTUTL; OCTaBbTE €€ Y MeH4, a 'y cebsa MOoto wnary...

— [la nokaxnte MHe ee, — cka3an .

— OHa 3a 3ToM ABEpPbIO; TOMNbKO S CaM HblHYe HanpacHO XOTen ee BUAEeTb; CUAUT B YrIy,
3aKyTaBLUMCb B MOKPbLIBANO, HE rOBOPUT U HE CMOTPUT: NYrnnBa, Kak AnKas cepHa. A HaHAn Hawy
AyXaHLWuLy: OHa 3HaeT no-TaTapcku, byaeT XoauTb 3a HEK U NPUYYNT €€ K MbICAN, YTO OHa MO,
NMOTOMY YTO OHa HUKOMY He ByaeT npuHaanexaTb, KPOMe MeHs1, — NpubaBun OH, yaapyB Kynakom
no crony. A n B 9Tom cornacuncs... Yto npukaxete genatb? ECTb noaun, ¢ KOTOpbIMU
HenpeMeHHO JOJHKHO COrnacuTbCs.

— A 4t0? — cnpocun g y Makcuma Makcumblya, — B cCaMOM Nn fene OH npuyynn ee kK cebe, nnu
OHa 3a4ax/ia B HeBOJsle, C TOCKM No poauHe?

— Momunyiite, oTYeEro xe ¢ TOCKN NO poanHe. 3 kpenocTn BUAHbI Obinn Te e ropbl, YTO 13

ayna, — a 9Tum avkapsam 6onbLue HMYero He Hago6bHo. [la nputom IMpuropuin AnekcaHgposuy
KaXkabli AeHb gapuvn en YTo-HMbyab: NepBble AHW OHA MofYa ropao oTTasnkuBana nogapku,
KOTOpble Torga gocTaBanucb gyxaHwumue n Bo3byxaanu ee kpacHopeune. Ax, nogapku! yero He
cAenaet XeHLMHa 3a UBeTHy Tpanuuky!.. Hy, oa ato B ctopoHy... [lonro éuncsa c Heto [Mpuropuin
AnekcaHOpoBUY; MEXY TEM YYUIICA NO-TaTapCkn, N OHa HaYuHarna noHMMmaTb no-Hawemy. Mano-
rnomasny oHa npuyYunnacb Ha HEro CMOTPETb, CHavana ncnoanobbs, nckoca, N BCe rpyctuna,
HaneBana CBOM NeCHW BMOJronoca, Tak 4to, 6biBano, 1 MHe CTaHOBMUIOCh FPYCTHO, KOraa cnylian
ee u3 cocegHen komHaTbl. Hukoraa He 3abyay OAHOM CUEHbI, LWEeNn 9 MUMO U 3arfnsiHyf B OKHO;



Bana cugena Ha nexaHke, NOBECUB ronoBY Ha rpyadb, a ['puropunt AnekcaHapoBuY CToAN nepen
Helo.

— Mocnywan, mos nepu, — rOBOPWA OH, — BeAlb Tbl 3HAELb, YTO PaHO WK NO3AHO Thl 4OMKHA ObiTb
MOEI0, — OTYETO e TONbKO My4uLLb MeHA? Pa3Be Tbl Nobulb Kakoro-HnMbyap YyeveHuya? Ecnu Tak,
TO A Teba cenyac oTnyLly gomon. — OHa B3APOrHyna efgsa NPUMETHO M NOKavana rosloBow. —
Wnwn, — npogomnxan oH, — 1 Tebe coBepLUeHHO HeHaBuCcTeH? — OHa B3aoxHyna. — Minu TBos Bepa
3anpewlaet nonobutb MeHsa? — OHa nobnegHena n monyana. — [Noeepb MHe, Annax ans Bcex
nnemMeH OOuH U TOT XKe, N eCNN OH MHe NO3BOoNseT NbuTb Tebs, OTYEro e 3anpeTuT Tebe
nNaTnuTb MHE B3aMMHOCTbIO? — OHa nocMoTpena emy npucTanbHO B NMLO, Kak ByaTo nopaKeHHas
3TOW HOBOW MbICMMIO; B rfa3ax ee Bblpasvnmcb HEAOBEPUNBOCTDL M xenaHme ybeantbca. YTo 3a
rnasa! oHu Tak u ceepkanu, 6yaro aea yrnd. — MNMocnywan, munas, gobpas bana! — npogonmkan
[MeYyopuH, — Tbl BUAWLLb, Kak A Teba nobnto; 9 BCe roToB oTAaTh, YTOO TebSA pasBecennTb: S Xouy,
4100 ThI BbINa cHACTNMBA; a ecnu Tbl CHOBa ByaeLlb rpyCcTuUTb, TO 9 ympy. Ckaxu, Tbl ByaeLlb
Becenen?

OHa npusagymanachb, He Cryckasi C Hero YepHbix rfnas CBOMX, NOTOM yrblIGHynack NackoBo U
KMBHYNa ronioBo B 3Hak cornacusi. OH B35 ee pyKy 1 cTan ee yroBapuatb, YTO6 OHa ero
uenosana; oHa cnabo 3awmuianachk 1 TonbKo nosTopsna: «logpxanycra, nogxanycra, He Haga,
He Haga». OH cTan HacTavBaTb; OHa 3aJpoXarna, 3annakana.

— 7 TBOSA NNEeHHMUa, — rOBOpMna OHa, — TBOS paba; KOHEYHO Tbl MOXELLb MEHS MPUHYAUTb, — U
ONsATb Cresbl.

["puropun AnekcaHgpoBuy ygapun cebs B nob Kynakom 1 BbICKOYMN B APYryto KOMHaTY. A 3awen
K HEMY; OH CrioXa pyKu NpoxaxKuBarica yrpoMblid B3a 1 Bnepes.

— YT0, GaTiOWKA? — cKasan s emy.

— [bsBon, a He XeHwmHa! — oTBeYan oH, — TONbKO S Bam a0 MOe YeCTHOe CNoBO, YTO OHa ByaeT
MOS...

£ nokayan ronoeolo.

— XoTuTe napu? — ckasan oH, — Yepes Hegento!

— N3BonbTe!

Mbl yoapunu no pykam n pasoLusiuch.

Ha gpyron oeHb OH TOTYac e oTnpasuil Hapo4YHoro B Knsnsp 3a pasHbiMy MOKYMNKamu; NpuBe3eHo
ObINIO MHOXECTBO pPa3HbIX NEPCUACKMX MAaTEPUIA, BCEX HE NEPEYECTb.

— Kak Bbl gymaete, Makcnm Makcumbly! — ckasan oH MHe, NokasbiBas Nogapku, — yCTOUT Nn
asmartckas Kpacasuua NpoTuB Takon 6atapen?

— Bbl YepkelLeHOK He 3HaeTe, — OTBeYar s, — 9TO COBCEM He TO, YTO rPY3VHKM NN 3aKkaBKasCcKkne
TaTapku, COBCEM He TO. Y HMX CBOW NpaBusa: OHU nHaye BocnutaHbl. — ['puropuin AnekcaHgposuy
ynbIGHYNCA 1 CTan HacBUCTbIBaTb MapLu.

A Befb BbILWIO, YTO 51 ObIN NpaB: NOAAPKM NOAENCTBOBANM TOSbKO BMOMOBUHY; OHA cTana
nackoBee, JOBepYMBeEE — a U TOMbKO; Tak YTO OH peLunncs Ha nocneaHee cpeacTtso. Pas ytpom
OH Beren oceanartb fnowaab, 04ercsa no-4epkecckun, BOOPYXnncs v sowen K Her. «bana! — ckasan
OH, — Tbl 3HaeLb, kak A Teba nbnto. A pewmncsa Tebsa yBe3tn, Agymasi, 4To Tbl, KOrga y3Haellb
MeHS, nonbuLb; 9 owmnbes: npoLan! octaBanca NOMHOW XO35IMKON BCEro, YTO S UMEKD; eCnun
X0o4ellb, BEPHUCH K OTLY, — Tbl cBOGOAHA. A BUHOBAT nepepn To60M 1 JOMKeH HakasaTb cebs;



npowan, s eqy — Kyaa? nodemy s 3Hato? ABOCb Heonro 6yay roHsATbCA 3a nNynen unu yaapom
LWALLKW; Toraa BCNOMHM 060 MHE 1 NpOoCTN MeHsA». — OH OTBEPHYNCSA U NPOTSAHY €A PYKY Ha
npowaHue. OHa He B3sna pyku, Mon4yana. TonbKo CTosA 3a ABEpPbIo, S MOr B LLeNlb pacCMOTPETb
ee NuuUo: U MHe CTano Xarb — Takaa cMepTenbHaa 6negHOCTb NOKpbINa 3TO Munoe nuyuko! He
cnblwa oTeeTa, [levyopuH caenan HeCKOmbKO LWaroB K ABepW; OH ApoXar — 1 cka3aTb v BaM? g
AyMato, OH B COCTOSIHUM Bblf1 UCNONHUTBL B CaMOM [ere TO, O YeM roBOpwu LWYTS. TakoB yx 6bin
yenosek, 6or ero 3HaeT! TONbKO eABa OH KOCHYSCA ABEPU, KaK OHa BCKOYuUna, 3apblaana m
Gpocunack emy Ha weto. [NNoBepute Nn? 5, CTOS 3a ABEPbIO, TaKKe 3annakan, To eCcTb, 3HaeTe, He
TO YTOObI 3annakan, a Tak — rnynocTb!..

LWrtabc-kanutaH 3amonyan.

— [a, npusHatock, — ckasan OH NOToM, Tepebs yCbl, — MHE CTano 4OCaAHO, YTO HMKOr4a HU ogHa
XEHLUMHa MeHs Tak He nobuna.

— W npogomkntenbHo 66110 nX cyacTbe? — cnpocun 4.

— [la, oHa Ham npu3Hanack, YTO C TOro AHSA, Kak yBuaena NevyoprHa, OH 4acTo e rpe3nncs BO CHe
N YTO HM OAMH MY>XYMHA HUKOrA4a HE NPOU3BOAMI HA Hee Takoro BneyaTtneHus. [la, oHn 6binm
cyactnmsb!!

— Kak 310 cky4HO! — BOCKITMKHYN 9 HEBOSMBLHO. B camom gene, s oxugan Tparn4eckon pasBsasku, un
BAOPYr Tak HEOXMAAHHO 06MaHyTb Moun Hagexabl!.. — [la Heyxenu, — npogorkan s, — oTew, He
goragarncs, 4To oHa y Bac B KpenocTtu?

— To ecTb, KaxeTcs, oH nogo3peBarn. CnycTs HECKOMNbKO AHEN Y3HanM Mbl, 4TO CTapuk yout. Bot
KaK 3TO Crny4urocs...

BHumaHne moe npobyamnock CHoBa.

— Hapo Bam ckasatb, 4to Ka3buy BoobGpasun, 6yato AsamaT ¢ cornacus otua ykpan y Hero
nowaae, No KparvHen mepe, s Tak nonarat. BoT oH pa3 1 goxaancsa y 4opory BepCTbl Tpy 3a
aynom; cTapuk Bo3Bpallasncs U3 HarnpacHbIX NOMCKOB 3a A0YEPbIO; Y34EeHN ero oTcTanu, — 3To
ObIN0 B CYMEpPKM, — OH €xan 3aayMymnBO Larom, kak sapyr Kasdudy, 6yato kowka, HblpHyn 13-3a
KycCTa, Npbir C3aaux ero Ha nowafb, yaapoM KuHXana ceanun ero Hasemb, CXBaTui NoBOAbSA — U
OblN TAKOB; HEKOTOPLIE Y3[AEHW BCE 3TO BUAENN C NPUrOopKa; OHN BPOCUANCH AOTOHSATL, TOSIBKO He
AOorHanm.

— OH BO3Harpaamn cebs 3a NOTEP KOHA M OTOMCTUI, — cKasan s, 4Tob Bbi3BaTb MHEHME MOEro
cobecegHuka.

— KoHeu4Ho, no-nxHemy, — ckasan wrabc-kanutaH, — oOH 6bin COBEPLUEHHO Npas.

MeHsi HeBONbHO Nopasusia cnocCOBHOCTb PYCCKOro YernoBeka NPUMEHATLCS K 0bblvasam Tex
Hapo4OoB, Cpeaun KOTOPbIX eMY CIy4aeTCs XWUTb; HE 3HaK0, JOCTOMHO NOPULAHUSA UMK NOXBanbl 9TO
CBOWCTBO YMa, TONMbKO OHO A0OKa3blBaeT HEMMOBEPHYHO €ro rmbKoCTb U NPUCYTCTBUE ITOrO SICHOrO
3[paBoro cMmbicna, KOTOpbIN NPOLLaET 310 Be3ae, rae BuanT ero Heob6xogmMmMocTb Unu
HEBO3MOXHOCTb €ro YHUYTOXEHUS.

Mexay Tem yan 6bin BbINUT; 4ABHO 3anpsKeHHbIE KOHW NPOAPOrNN Ha CHery; Mmecsy, 6rnegHen Ha
3anage u rotoB YK Oblf1 NOrpy3nTbCA B YEPHbIE CBOM Ty4M, BUCALLME HA AaNbHUX BEPLUMHAX, KaK
KINOYKM pasogpaHHOro 3aHaBeca; Mbl BbILLNW U3 caknu. Bonpeku npeackasaHUio MOEro CryTHuUKa,
noroga nposicHunach 1 obeljana Ham TUX0e YyTPO; XOPOBOAbI 3B€3, YyAHbIMU Y30paMu
cnnetanuce Ha Aanekom HebOCKNoHe 1 0fHa 3a APYroko racnu no Mmepe Toro, kak 6negHosaTbIn



OoTGNeck BOCTOKa pasnmBarcs no TeMHO-NIMIOBOMY CBOAY, 03apsisi NOCTENEHHO KPYThle OTNOrOCTH
rop, NOKpbITble 4EBCTBEHHLIMU CHEramMmn. Hanpaso 1 HaneBo YepHenu MpayHble, TAUHCTBEHHbIE
nponacTun, 1 TymaHbl, KnybaCb 1 N3BUBAACH, Kak 3MeN, cnonsanu Tyga no MopLuHamM coceqHnX
ckan, 6yaTo 4yBCTBYA M Nyrascb NpubnmxeHns gHs.

Tuxo 6b1no Bce Ha Hebe 1 Ha 3emrie, Kak B cepaue YenoBeka B MUHYTY YTPEHHEN MOMUTBBI;
TONbKO M3peaka Haberan NpoxnagHbli BETEP C BOCTOKA, NPUNOAHUMAsN rpuBy noLwuagen,
NOKPbITYIO MHEEM. Mbl TPOHYNNCHL B NyTb; C TPYAOM NSATb XyAbIX KNAY TalMn Hawm noBO3KM Mo
N3BUNUCTON Jopore Ha [N'ya-ropy; Mbl LAY NELWKOM c3aau, NogknanbiBas KaMHU Nof Koneca,
Korga nowaau BbibuBanucb 13 Cun; Kasanock, Aopora Bena Ha Hebo, NOTOMY YTO, CKOSbKO rnas3
MOr pa3rnageTb, OHa BCe NoAHMManach M HakoHel, nponagana B obnake, KOTOpoe elle ¢ Bedepa
oTAbIXano Ha BepLumHe Nya-ropbl, Kak KOpLUYH, oXnaatowmin aobblvy; CHer XxpycTen nog Horamu
HaLIMMW; BO34YX CTAHOBUIICA TaK peaokK, Y4To 66110 60NbHO AblwaTh; KPOBb NOMUHYTHO
npunueara B rofioBy, HO CO BCEM TEM KaKoe-TO OTpagHOe YyBCTBO PacnpoOCTPaHANOCh No BCEM
MOUM XWnam, U MHe BbINo Kak-TO BECENO, YTO A TaK BbICOKO HaJ MUPOM: YyBCTBO OETCKOE, He
Cropto, HO, YAansiACb OT YCroBuMi obwecTBa n Npnbnmxaach K Nnpupoae, Mbl HEBOSIbHO
CTaHOBUMCS AEeTbMU; BCE NPUOBpeTEeHHOe OTnagaeT OT AyLUKM, U OHa AenaeTcsi BHOBb TaKOH,
Kakou Oblna Hekoraa, u, BepHo, ByaeT koraa-Hubyab onate. TOT, KOMY Cry4anoch, Kak MHe,
6poauTb NO ropam NyCTbIHHBIM, W AONTO-A0IF0 BCMaTpuUBaThCs B UX NpuYyanvebie obpasbl, 1
XagHo rnotaTh XUBOTBOPALLMA BO34YX, PA3fUTbIM B UX yLLENbsAX, TOT, KOHEYHO, MOMMET MOe
XenaHve nepegatb, paccka3aTb, HApMCOBaTb 3TN BOSLWEOHbIE KapTUHbI. BOT HakoHeL, Mbl
B30Opanuck Ha ['ya-ropy, OCTaHOBWUNCH U OrNSIHYNIUCB: Ha HEl BUCENO cepoe 0bnako, 1 ero
XOnogHoe ApixaHune rpo3uno 6nunskor Bypeto; HO Ha BOCTOKE BCe ObIfo Tak ACHO U 30110TUCTO, YTO
Mbl, TO €CTb 5 U WTabC-KanuTaH, COBEPLLUEHHO O HeM 3abbinu... [la, n wrtabc-kanuTaH: B cepguax
NPOCTbIX YYBCTBO KPacOTbl U BENUYUS NPUPOAbI CUNbHEE, XNBEE BO CTO KpaT, YeM B Hac,
BOCTOPXXEHHbIX paccka34vmkax Ha cnosax n Ha bymare.

— Bbl, 9 gymato, NpyBbLIKIN K 3TUM BESTMKOSENHbIM KapTUHaM? — ckasarn s emy.

— [a-c, n K CBUCTY Nynu MOXHO NPUBbLIKHYTb, TO €CTb NPUBLIKHYTb CKPbIBaTb HEBONbHOE BUeHne
cepaua.

— ¥ cnblwan HanpoTMB, YTO AN UHBIX CTapbIX BOMHOB 3Ta My3blka Aaxe NpuaTHa.

— PasymeeTtcs, ecnun xotTute, OHO 1 NPUATHO; TOSIbKO BCE e NOTOMY, YTO cepaue ObeTcs CunbHee.
MocmoTpute, — npnbaBmn OH, yKasblBas Ha BOCTOK, — YTO 3a kpawn!

W TouHO, Takyto naHopaMy Bpa Ny rae ewe yaacrtcs MHe BUAeTb: Mo HaMuy nexana
Konwaypckasa gonunHa, nepecekaemasi AparBon n gpyrovi peykomn, kak oBymMsi cepebpsiHbiMm
HUTAMW; ronyboBaTbIi TYMaH CKONb3Wi NO Hel, yberasa B cocegHNe TECHUHbI OT TENMbIX NyYel
yTpa; Hanpaso U Haneso rpebHun rop, oavH BbILLE APYroro, Nepecekanunch, TAHYNUCH, NOKPbLIThIE
cHeramm, KyCTapHWKOM; BAanu Te Xe ropbl, HO XOTb Obl ABE CKanbl, NOXOXWE OAHa Ha APYryto, — U
BCE 9TW CHera ropenu pymsiHeiM 611eckom Tak BeCeno, Tak iPKo, YTO KaxeTcs, TyT Obl 1 ocTaTbCa
XWUTb HABEKM; COSTHLE YyTb MOKa3anocCb n3-3a TEMHO-CUHEN ropbl, KOTOPYH TOMBbKO NPUBLIYHBIN
rnas mor Obl pa3nuunTb OT FPO30BOW TY4M; HO HaA, ConHLEeM Bbina KpoBaBasi NONoca, Ha KOTOPYIO
Mou ToBapuLy, o6patun ocobeHHOe BHUMaHue. « roBopun Bam, — BOCKIMKHYM OH, — YTO HbIHYe
OyaeTt noroaa; Hago TOpONUTLCS, a TO, NOXanyn, oHa 3actaHeT Hac Ha KpecTtoBon. Tporanteco!»
— 3aKpuyan oH SMLLMKaM.



Moanoxunu yenun Noa Kkoneca BMeCTO TOPMO30B, YTOD OHU He pacKkaTbiBanUChb, B3SNuW nowanen
noa y3gubl U Ha4anu cnyckaTbCs; HanpaBo Obin yTec, HaneBo NponacTb Takas, YTo uenas
AepeByLUKa OCETUH, XUBYLLMX Ha OHE ee, Ka3anacb rHe3[0M JTaCTOYKU; 1 COO4POrHyrcd, nogymas,
YTO YacTO 37€eCb, B IMyXyk HOYb, MO 3TON Jopore, rae ABe NOBO3KM HE MOryT pa3bexaTbCsl, Kakon-
HMOYAb Kypbep pa3 AecATb B rof Npoes3XaeT, He Bblfle3asd U3 CBOEro TPACKoro akmnaxa. OavH 13
HaLLMX N3BO34YMKOB OblN PYCCKUIN APOCNABCKUIA MY>XUK, APYrO OCETUH: OCETUH BEM KOPEHHYIO Noj
y34Lbl CO BCEMU BO3MOXHbIMU MPEA0CTOPOXHOCTAMMN, OTNPArLLUN 3apaHee YHOCHbIX, — a HaLl
GecneyHbI pycak gaxke He cnes ¢ obnyyka! Korga 8 emy 3ameTun, YTo OH Mor Obl
no6ecnoKonTbCS B NOfMb3Y XOTA MOEro YeMoaHa, 3a KOTOPbIM S BOBCE He Xenan nasuTb B 3Ty
6e3gHy, oH oTBeYvan MHe: «W, 6apuH! bor gact, He xXyxe ux goeaem: Beab Ham He BnepBbie», — U
OH BbIN NpaB: Mbl TOYHO MOrNK Bbl HE AoexaTb, OAHAKO X BCe-Taku goexanu, n ecnu 6 Bce noaun
nobonbLue paccyxganu, To yoeannucb 6bl, YTO XM3Hb HE CTOUT TOro, YTO6 06 HEen Tak MHOro
3aboTuTbCA. ..

8

— BoTt n KpectoBas! — ckazan mHe wrabc-kanuTaH, Koraa Mbl cCbexanu B YepToBy A0NUHY,
yKasblBasi Ha XONIM, MOKPbITbIN NENEHO CHera; Ha ero BepLUMHe YepHerncs KaMeHHbI KPecT, n
MMMO €ero Bera eBa-e[Ba 3amMeTHas 4opora, No KOTOPOUW Npoe3XxartT TOMbKO Torga, koraa
OokoBas 3aBaneHa CHErom; HalM N3BO34MKM 0OBbSABUIM, YTO 06BanoB eLle He 6bIno, 1, cbeperas
nowagen, noBesnu Hac Kpyrom. Npmn NoBopoTe BCTPETUMN Mbl YENOBEK NATb OCETUH; OHU
npeanoXunu Ham CBOU YCryru 1, yuensacb 3a Koneca, ¢ KpUKOM MPUHSANNCH TawuTb U
nogaepXxuBaTb HalM TeNexkn. Ml To4Ho, gopora onacHas: Hanpaso BUCENW HaL HaLWLMMKn
ronoBamu rpyabl CHera, rotoBble, KaXeTCs, NPU NePBOM NOPbLIBE BETpa 060pBaThCS B YLLENbE;
y3Kas opora YacTuio Gbinia NoKpbITa CHEroM, KOTOPbIV B MHbIX MECTax npoBanueasncs nog
HOoramu, B Apyrux npespawyarncs B nej ot AeNCTBUS COMMHEYHbIX Iy4Yel N HOYHbIX MOPO30B, Tak
4YTO C TPYAOM Mbl cCamu Npobupanuck; nowaan naganu; Haneeo 3uana rnybokas paccenuHa, rae
KaTuncs noTOK, TO CKPbIBasiCb MNoA NeasiHOM KOPOK, TO C NEHOHO Npbirasi No YepHbIM KaMHAM. B
ABa Yaca eaBa mornm Mbl 060rHyTb KpecToByto ropy — ABe BepCTbl B ABa Yaca! Mexay Tem Tyun
CrnycCTUNNCb, NOBanNWUI rpag, CHer; BeTep, BpbIBasiCb B YLUENbSA, peBen, caucrtan, kak Conosen-
pa3bonHMK, U CKOPO KaMEHHbIV KPeCT CKPbINICS B TyMaHe, KOTOPOro BOJSHbI, O4HA APYrov rylue u
TecHee, Haberanu ¢ BOCTOKa... Kctatu, 06 3TOM KpecTe CcyLecTByeT CTpaHHoe, HO Bceobllee
npeaaxue, 6yaro ero noctasun Mimneparop lNeTp |, npoesxas yepes KaBkas; HO, BO-NePBbIX,
MeTp 66N TONbLKO B [larectaHe, 1, BO-BTOPbIX, HA KPECTE HannMcaHo KpynHbIMn 6ykBamu, 4YTO OH
nocTasrieH Mo npukasaHuio r. Epmonosa, a umeHHo B 1824 rogy. Ho npegaHue, HecMoTps Ha
HagnNUCb, Tak YKOPEHUNOCh, YTO, NPaBo, He 3Haelb, YeMy BEPUTb, TEM Bonee 4YTO Mbl HE
NPUBLIKNN BEPUTb HAAMUCAM.

Ham gosmkHo 6bI1n0 cnyckaTbCs elle BEPCT NATb Mo 06neaeHeBLWMM cKanam U TONKOMY CHery,
Y106 AOCTUrHYTb cTaHumm Kobw. Jlowaan namyunnucb, Mbl Npoapornn; MeTenb rygena cunbHee u
cunbHee, TOYHO Hala poanmasi, ceBepHas; TONMbKO ee AnKMe Hanesbl Obinn nevaneHee,
3ayHbIBHee. «W Tbl, U3rHaHHWUA, — Ayman s, — nNnadellb 0 CBOUX LUMPOKUX, PasaosibHbIX cTensx!
Tam ecTb rge pa3BepHyTb XONOAHbIE KPbifibs, a 30ecb Tebe AyLWHO U TECHO, Kak Opny, KOTOPbIA C
KPpMKOM ObeTCs O peLleTKy XXene3HOoW CBOEeK KNEeTKM».



— Mnoxo! — roBopun wrabc-kanutaH; — NOCMOTPUTE, KPYrOM HUYErO HE BUAHO, TONMBbKO TyMaH Aa
CHEr; TOro 1 rmsaun, YTo CBanUMCSA B NponacTb UK 3acaaem B TpyLoby, a Tam NoHwxke, Yawu,
bavigapa Tak pasbirpanacbh, YTo U He Nepeegellb. YXX 3Ta MHe A3us! 4To Nogun, YTO PEYKM — HUKaK
Henb3s NONOXNTbCS!

3BO34MKM C KPUKOM U BpaHbIO KONOTUNKM Nowagen, Kotopble dbipkanu, ynmpanucb U He XOTenu
HW 3a YTO B CBETE TPOHYTLCHA C MeCTa, HECMOTPS Ha KpacHopeune KHyTOB.

— Bawe 6naropoaue, — ckasan HakoHeL oauH, — Beab Mbl HbiHYe A0 Kobu He goeaem; He
npukaxxeTe nv, NOKaMmecT MOXHO, CBOPOTUTbL Haneso? BoH Tam 4TO-TO Ha KOcorope YyepHeeTcH —
BEPHO, CaKmnu: Tam Bcerga-c npoesxarolne oCTaHaBNMBalTCs B NOro4y; OHU roBOpPSAT, YTO
npoBeayT, eCnu JaanTe Ha BOAKy, — NpubaBun OH, yKasbiBas Ha OCeTUHA.

— 3Hato, 6paTey, 3Hato 6e3 Tebs! — ckasan wrabc-kanuTaH, — yxx atn 6ectun! pagel npuapaTtbes,
4106 copBaTb Ha BOAKY.

— MpwusHaiiTeck, ogHako, — ckadan s, — 4To 6e3 HMX Ham BbINo Bbl XyXe.

— Bce Tak, Bce Tak, — npobopmMoTan OH, — y>K 3TU MHe NPOBOAHUKN! YyTbeM ChbIwaT, rae MOXHO
nononb3oBaTtbCs, 0yaTo 6€3 HNX U HENBL3S HANTN JOPOTH.

BoT Mbl 1 cBEpHYNN HANEBO M Koe-Kak, MoCne MHOrMX XnonoT, Aobpanucb 4O CKYAHOro NpuIoTa,
COCTOSILLErO M3 ABYX CaKIEN, CIIOXKEHHbIX U3 NAUT N BynbbKHUKA 1 0OBE4EHHBIX TAKO e CTEHOH0;
obopBaHHbIEe X035ieBa NPUHANM HAC pagyLlwHo. A nocne y3Har, YTo NpaBuUTENbLCTBO UM NNATUT U
KOPMWUT UX C YCNOBMEM, YTOD OHM MPUHMMaNM NyTeLeCcTBEHHNKOB, 3aCTUTHYThIX Bypeto.

— Bce k nyywemy! — ckasan a, npuceB Y OrHsA, — Ternepb Bbl MHE JOCKaXeTe Bally UCTOPUIO MPo
Bany; 5 yBepeH, 4To 3TUM HE KOHYMNOCh.

— A noyemy X Bbl TaK yBepeHbl? — oTBeYan MHe wrabc-kanuTaH, NpUMMUrnBasi C XuTpom
ynbIGKOH. ..

— OTTOrO, 4YTO 3TO HE B NOPSAAKE BELLEN: YTO HaYanocb HEOObIKHOBEHHBIM 06pa3oM, TO AOMKHO
TaK XXe N KOHYUTbLCA.

— Beab BbI yraganu...

— Ou4eHb paga.

— XopoLuo BaM pagoBaTbCH, a MHE Tak, NpaBo, FPYyCTHO, Kak BCnoMHio. CnasHas Obina geBoyka,
aTa bana! A K Hen HakoHeL, Tak NPUBLIK, KaK K 4o4Yepu, 1 OHa MeHs noduna. Hago Bam ckasaTb,
4YTO Y MEHS HET cemelcTBa: 06 oTue U MaTepu A NeT ABeHaauaTh YXX HE MMEID N3BECTUS, a
3anacTUChb XXEHOW He Jorafanca paHblue, — Tak Tenepb YX, 3HaeTe, U He K nuuy; 9 1 pag 6bin, 4to
Hawen koro 6anoBatb. OHa, 6biBano, HamM NOET NECHU WUib NNSLWET Ne3ruHKy... A yX kak nndacana!
BMAan 9 Hawunx rybepHcknx 6apblweHb, 9 pa3 obin-c u B Mockse B 6rnaropogHom cobpaHun, net
ABaguaTtb TOMy Ha3saf, — TONbKo Kyaa nm! coscem He Tol.. 'puropuin AnekcaHapoBud Hapsaxarn ee,
KaK KYKOJKYy, XOnun v fnenesn; n oHa y Hac Tak noxopoLuena, YTo 4yao; ¢ nvua v ¢ pyk colwlen
3arap, pymMsaHeL, pasbirpancs Ha LWeKkax... YK Kakasi, bbiBano, Becenas, u Bce Hago MHOW,
npokasHuua, nogwy4yvsana... bor en npoctul..

— A yT0, KOrga Bbl €/i 06bSABMAN O CMEPTH OTua?

— MbI JONro oT Hee 3TO CKpbIBanu, Noka oHa He NPUBLIKIA K CBOEMY NOSTOXEHWIO; a Korga
ckasanu, Tak OHa AHs [Ba nonnakana, a notTom 3abbina.

Mecsua yeTblpe Bce LMo Kak Henb3s nyyiwe. [puropunt AnekcaHapoBuY, S YXK, KaXKeTCH, FroBopuIl,
CTpacTHO Nobun oxoTy: GbiBasno, Tak ero B fIeC U NogMbIBaeT 3a kabaHamu unu Kosamu, — a TyT



XOTb 6bl BbiLlen 3a KpenocTHow Ban. BoT, ogHako e, CMOTPIo, OH CTarn CHOBa 3a4yMblBaTbCS,
XOOMUT MO KOMHaTe, 3arHyB pyKu Ha3ap; NnoToM pas, He Cka3aB HUKOMY, OTMNPaBuUIICa CTPENAThb, —
uernoe yTpo nponagan; pas u gpyrou, Bce Yalle un vawle... «Hexopowo, — nogyman s, BEpHO
MeXay HUMU YepHas Kollka npockodunal»

OpHo yTpo 3axoXy K HUM — Kak Ternepb nepep rnasamu: bana cugena Ha KpoBaTu B YEPHOM
LenkoBom GewmeTe, bnegHeHbKas, Takasi nevanosHas, YTto s ucnyrancs.

— A rpe NevopuH? — cnpocun 4.

— Ha oxore.

— CerogHsa ywen? — OHa monyana, kak 6yaTo e TpygHoO GbIn0 BbIrOBOPUTb.

— HerT, ewe BYepa, — HaKoHeL, cKka3ana oHa, TSHXKerno B30XHYB.

— Y He Cny4yurnoch N ¢ HAM 4ero?

— A BYepa uenbi AeHb Aymana, — oTBeYvarna oHa CKBO3b crnesbl, — npyaymMbiBana pasHble
Hec4acTbsl: TO Ka3anocb MHe, YTO €ro paHun AMkuin kabaH, To YeyeHel yTawmn B ropbl... A HblHYe
MHE YXX KQXXETCSl, YTO OH MEHS He NobuT.

— NpaBo, Mvnagq, Tbl XyXe HU4ero He morna npuaymatbe! — OHa 3annakana, NoTOM C ropAoCTbiO
noAHsna ronosy, oTepna cnesbl U Npogornkana:

— Ecnu oH MeHs He nobuT, TO KTO eMy MeLlaeT oTocnaTtb MeHst AOMON? A ero He npuHyxaato. A
ecrnu 9To Tak ByaeT NnpoaomKkaTbCs, TO A cama ynay: 1 He paba ero — s KHshxeckas goub!..

A cTan ee yroBapuBarTs.

— MNocnywan, bana, Beab Henb3s e emMy BeK CMAETb 34eCb Kak NpULINTOMY K TBOEK tobKe: OH
4YenoBeK MONOAON, NMOBUT NOrOHATLCA 3a ANYbIO, — MOXOAUT, Aa U NPUAET; a ecnu Tbl byaelwb
rPYCTUTb, TO CKOPEN eMy HaCKy4uLLb.

- MNMpaBga, npaeaga! — oTBeyvana oHa, — s 6yay Becena. — M ¢ xoxotom cxsaTtuna ceson 6y6eH,
Havana neTb, NAsicaTb U NPbIraTb OKOSI0 MEHS; TOMBKO N 3TO He ObIfNIo NPOAOCIHKNTENBHO; OHA
ONATb ynara Ha nocTesb U 3akpbina NMuo pyKamu.

YUT0 6bINO C HEtO MHe AenaTb? £, 3HaeTe, HUKOr4a C XeHwuHaMn He obpallancsa: gyman, gyman,
Yyem ee yTelnTb, U1 HUYEro He NpUAYMar; HECKONMbKO BpeMeHU Mbl 06a Monyarnu...
[MpeHenpunaTHoe nonoxeHune-c!

HakoHel, 5 eli ckazan: «Xo4yelb, nongem nNporynsatbca Ha Ban? noroga cnasHas!» 370 6bino B
ceHTAbpe; U TOYHO, AeHb ObiN YyaAEeCHbIN, CBETNbIA N HE XXapKUiA; BCE ropbl BUAHbI ObINN Kak Ha
6ntogeyke. Mbl nownun, NOXoaunu No KpenocTHOMY Basy B3aa W Brnepen, Monya; HakoHeLl, oHa
cena Ha JepH, U 9 cen Bo3ne Hee. Hy, npaBo, BCNOMHUTb CMeLLHO: A 6eran 3a Heto, TOYHO Kakas-
HUOYAb HAHbKA.

9

— MocmoTpu-ka, bana, — ckasan f, — y Tebs rnasa mMonoable, YTo 3TO 3a KUTMUT: KOro 3TO OH
npuexan TewmnTb?..

OHa B3rngaHyna n BCKpUKHyna:

— JT10 Kasbuny!..

— AX OH pa3bonHuk! cmeaTbed, 4To Nu, Nnpuexan Hag Hamu? — BcmaTtpuBatoch, TO4HO Kasbuy: ero
cMmyrnas poxa, obopBaHHbIN, rPA3HbIN Kak Bceraa.

— JTO nowagb oTua Moero, — ckasana bana, cxsaTnB MeHs 3a pyKy; OHa Apoxana, Kak NinucT, u
rnasa ee csepkanu. «Ara! — nogyman s, — 1 B Tebe, gylleHbka, He MONMYUT pa3bonHNYbA KPOBb!»



— lNogonan-ka ctoga, — ckasan s YaCoBOMY, — OCMOTPU pY>Xbe fa ccan MHe 3Toro monogua, —
nonyynwes pybnb cepebpom.

— Cnywato, Bawle BbicOkobGnaropoame; TonbKO OH HE CTOUT Ha MecCTe...

— MNpukaxu! — ckasan s, CMesChb...

— On, nobesHbIn! — 3akpuyan 4acoBoK, Maxas emy pykon, — NOAOXAN ManeHbKo, YTO Thl
KPYTULLBLCS, KaK BOMYOK?

Ka3buy octaHoBMNICA B caMOM Aerne 1 cTan BCAywmMBaTbCA: BEPHO, AyMari, YTO C HUM 3aBoaAT
neperoBopbl, — Kak He Tak!.. Mo rpeHagep npunoxuncs... 6aul.. MMMo, — TOMbKO YTO NOPOX Ha
nosnke BcnbixHyn; Ka3buy TonkHyn nowagb, U oOHa gana ckadok B CTopoHy. OH npuBcTan Ha
CTPEMEHAX, KPUKHYI YTO-TO NO-CBOEMY, NPUIPO3NN Harankom — 1 Gbin Takos.

— Kak Tebe He cTbigHO! — cka3an 9 YacoBOMy.

— Bawe Bbicokobnaropogue! ymmpartb OTNpaBuica, — OTBeYan OH, — TaKoW NPOKNATbIA Hapoa,
cpasy He ybbellb.

YeTtBepTb Yaca cnycta NeyopuH BepHyrncsa ¢ oxoTbl; bana 6pocunacb emy Ha Leto, U HA OAHOM
»anobbl, HA OAHOro ynpeka 3a Jonroe oTcyTCcTBME... [laxe s yXX Ha Hero paccepaurics.

— Momunyiite, — rosopun s, — Beab BOT cenyac TyT 6bin 3a peykoto Kasbuy, n Mbl N0 HEM
CTPENANU; Hy, 4ONTO N BaM Ha HEro HaTKHYTbCA? 3T ropubl HAPOA MCTUTENbHbLIN: Bbl AyMaeTe,
YTO OH He AorafbiBaeTcs, YTO Bbl YacTuio nomornu Asamaty? A g 6btocb 06 3aknag, YTo HblHYe
OH y3Han bany. A 3Halo, 4TO rog ToMy Hasag oHa eMy GOfbHO HpaBUacbk — OH MHE cam
roBopwun, — n ecnun 6 Hageancsa cobpaTb NOPSAAOYHbIN KanbiM, TO, BEPHO, Obl nocBaTancs...

Tyt MNevopuH 3agymancs. «[la, — oTBeyan oH, — Hago ObITb OCTOpPOXHeeE... bana, ¢ HbIHELIHEro
AHS Tbl HE JOIMKHA Bonee XoAnTb Ha KPENOCTHOW Ban».

Beuepom s umen ¢ HUM AnNMHHOE 06BbACHEHUE: MHe BbINo 4OCaAHO, YTO OH MEPEMEHUIICS K 3TOWN
GeqHoN AeBOYKE; KPOME TOro, YTO OH MOMOBUHY AHS NPOBOAMI Ha OXO0Te, ero obpalleHme crtano
XONOAHO, Nnackar OH ee pedko, U OHa 3aMeTHO HaunHara COXHYTb, NIMYNKO ee BbITSHYIOCh,
Gonblme rnasa notyckHenu. beiBano, cnpocuib:

«O 4em Tbl B3goxHyna, bana? Tbl nevyanbHa?» — «HeTl» — «Tebe yero-HMbyab xo4eTca?y» —
«HeT!» — «Tbl TOCKYeLLb NO POAHBIM?» — «Y MeHS HeT poAHbIx». Cnyyanocsk, No uenbiM AHAM,
Kpome «aa» oa «HeT», OT Hee Hu4ero 6onblue He 40ObEeLLbCS.

BoT 06 aTom-TO 5 1 cTan emy roBoputb. «lMocnywanTe, Makcum Makcumbly, — oTBeYan oH, — y
MEHS1 HECYACTHbIV XapaKTep; BOCNUTaHWE N MeHsA caenano Takum, 6or Ny Tak MeHs co3gan, He
3Halo; 3Hal0 TONbKO TO, YTO €CIU S MPUYMHOIO HECHACTUS APYrux, TO U caM HE MeHee Hec4acTuB,
pa3ymMeeTcs, 3TO UM MNoxoe yTelleHne — TONbKO Aerno B TOM, YTO 3TO Tak. B nepson moen
MOJSTOAOCTHU, C TON MUHYTbI, KOraa S BbILLEN U3 ONEKN poAHbIX, 1 CTan HacnaxgaTtbcsa 6eweHo
BCEMW YAOBOSMbCTBUAMU, KOTOPbIE MOXHO LOCTaTb 3a AeHbIU, U pasymMeeTCs, YA0BONbCTBUA 3TU
MHe onpoTmeenu. NloTom nycTunca 9 B 60MbLIOK CBET, U CKOPO 00LECTBO MHE Takke Haao0eno;
BNOGNANCA B CBETCKMX Kpacasuy 1 Obin nobum, — HO ux ntoboBb TOMNBKO pasgpaxana moe
BOOOpaxeHne n camoniobue, a cepaue ocTanochb Nycro... A ctan YMtaTb, yYUTbCS — HAYKn Takke
Hagoenu; 9 BUAer, YTo HU cnaBa, HU cHacTbe OT HUX He 3aBUCAT HUCKOMbKO, NMOTOMY YTO caMble
cyacTnvBble N0V — HEBEXAbI, a CrnaBa — yaaya, 1 4Tob 0obuTbCAa ee, Haao TONbKO ObITb NOBKUM.
Torga mHe cTtano cky4Ho... Bckope nepesenu MeHs Ha KaBkas: 3To camoe cHacT/inBoe BpeMs
MOEeW XU3HWU. A Hafesncs, YTo CKyKa He XUBET Noj YeYEeHCKUMN NyIsSMU — HarnpacHo: Yepes



MeCsIL, S TaK NPUMBbIK K UX XXYXOKaHUIO U K 6BNn3ocTn cmMepTu, Y4To, NpaBo, obpawan 6onbLue
BHMUMaHWe Ha KOMapoB, — U MHe CTasio CKy4yHee MpexHero, NOTOMY 4YTO S NOTepss NoYTH
nocnegHworo Hagexay. Koraa s ysuagen bany B cBoem fome, Korga B NepBbin pas, Aepxa ee Ha
KONeHsX, LenoBan ee YepHble JIOKOHbI, S, rrynew, nogymari, YTO OHa aHresn, NoCnaHHbI MHe
cocTpagatenbHor cyabboto... A onate owmnbesa: NoboBb ANKAPKN HEMHOMMM fyylle No6Bu
3HaTHOW BGapblHW; HEBEXECTBO M NPOCTOCEpAEUNE OQHOWN TaK XXe HaAoeaatoT, Kak N KOKETCTBO
apyron. Ecnn Bbl xoTUTeE, A €e ewle nobnto, s ert GnarogapeH 3a HECKONbKO MUHYT JOBOSIBHO
cnagkux, g 3a Hee 0T4aM XU3Hb, — TONbKO MHE C HEK CKyYHO... [nyney s unu 3anogen, He 3Hato;
HO TO BEPHO, YTO 5 TAKXKe OYEHb JOCTOMH COXaneHnsa, MoxeT ObITb BonbLUe, HEXENW OHAa: BO MHe
Aylia ncnopyeHa ceBetom, BoobparkeHne 6ecnokonHoe, cepaue HeHacbITHOE; MHe BCe Marno: K
nevanu s Tak e ferko NpuBbIKato, Kak K HacrnaXaeHuto, 1 X13Hb MOSi CTAHOBUTCS NycTee AeHb
OTO OHS; MHE OCTanocb O4HO CPEeACTBO: NyTewecTBoBaTh. Kak Tonbko 6yaeT MOXHO, OTAPaBnioCh
— Tonbko He B EBpony, nsbasu 6oxe! — noegy B AMepuky, B Apasuio, B iHanto, — aBoCb rae-
HMBYab ympy Ha gopore! o kpariHeln mepe s yBepeH, YTO 3TO NocneaHee yTeleHne He CKOpo
NCTOLLNTCSA, C NOMOLLbI0 Bypb 1 AyPHbIX 4OPOr». Tak OH roBOpu JONIO, U ero CnoBa Bpe3anuch y
MEeHs1 B NaMsATW, MOTOMY YTO B NEPBLIN pa3 S Chbllan TakMe Beln oT ABaguaTunsaTuneTHero
yenoseka, u, 6or gact, B nocnegHui... Yto 3a gmeo! CkaxuTe-ka, noxanyncra, — npogoskan
wrabc-kanutaH, obpalyascb KO MHe. — Bbl BOT, kaxkeTcs, ObiBanu B CTONMUE, N HEAABHO: HEYXenu
TaMoLUHaa MornoAexb BCS TakoBa?

£ oTBEYarn, 4ToO MHOro ecTb oAeN, rOBOPSLLUX TO Xe caMoe; YTO eCTb, BEPOSTHO, U Takue,
KOTOpble rOBOPAT Npasay; YTo, BNpoYeM, pa3odapoBaHmne, Kak BCe MOAbl, Ha4yaB C BbICLUNX CIOEB
obLecTBa, CNyCTUNOChb K HU3LIMM, KOTOPbIE €ro 4OHALUMBAKOT, U YTO HblHYE Te, KOTopble 6onbLue
BCEX M B CAaMOM [efe CKy4atloT, CTapaloTCsa CKPbITb 3TO HECHacTbe, Kak nopok. Ltabc-kanutaH He
MOHSN 3TUX TOHKOCTEWN, MOKayan rofoBoto U yNbIGHYNCs NyKkaso:

— A Bce, 4an, (ppaHuy3bl BBENU MOAY CKyYaTb?

— HeT, aHrnnyane.

— A-ra, BOT 4TO!.. — OTBEYan oH, — fa Beab OHW Bceraa bbinm oTbABNEHHbIE NbSHULbI!

£ HEBOMbHO BCNOMHUIT 06 O4HOM MOCKOBCKOM BapbiHe, KOTopas yTBepxaana, 4to banpoH 6bin
GonbLue HMYero, Kak NbsiHuua. Bnpoyem, 3amevaHne wtabe-nakMtaHa ObIno U3BUHUTENBHEE:
4106 BO3AEPKMBATLCA OT BMHA, OH, KOHEYHO, CTaparncs yBepsTb cebs, YTO BCe B MMPE HecYacTus
NPOUCXOOAT OT MbAHCTBA.

Mexay Tem OH NpogormKan CBOW pacckas Takum obpasom:

— Kasbuy He siBnsancs cHoBa. TOMbKO He 3Hat0 NoYemy, i He MOr BblIOUTb U3 rONoBbI MbICSb, YTO OH
HeJapoM npuesxan u 3ateBaeT YTo-HUByab Xygoe.

BoT pas yroBapusaeT meHs Ne4yopuH exaTb C HUM Ha KabaHa; 1 AONro OTHEKMBASCS: HY, YTO MHe
6bin 3a AMKoBUHKa KabaH! OgHaKo X yTawun-Takm oH MeHs ¢ cobon. Mbl B3snm YenoBek NsTb
congart v yexanu paHo yTpom. [1o AecsaTu YacoB LUHbLIPANY MO KaMbllaM W1 no necy, — HeT 3Beps.
«3JWN, HE BOPOTUTBLCH NN? — rOBOPUIT S, — K YeMY YNPAMUTLCA? YK, BUAHO, TakoWn 3agancs
HecYyacCTHbIN AaeHb!» Tonbko ["puropunt AnekcaHapoBuY, HECMOTPS Ha 3HOM N yCTanocTb, HE XOTen
BOPOTUTbCA 6e3 [00bI4N, TaKoB YK OblNl YENOBEK: YTO 3aAyMaeT, NofgaBain; BUAHO, B 4ETCTBE Obin
MamMeHbKon ns3banosaH... HakoHey B nongeHb oTbiCcKanu NpoknaToro kabaHa: nadg! nad!.. He TyT-
TO ObINO: yWeN B KAMbILWW... TAKOW Yy Obln HecYacTHbIN AeHb! BOT Mbl, OTAOXHYB ManeHbKo,



OTNPaBUIIUCb JOMOMN.

Mbl exanu pssgom, Monya, pacnyctvB NOBOAbBS, U BbINN YK NOYTU Yy CaMOW KPEeNOCTU: TOSNBbKO
KyCTapHWK 3aKpbiBarn ee OoT Hac. Bapyr BbicTpen... Mbl B3rnsaHynu gpyr Ha gpyra: Hac nopasuno
oaMHaKkoBoe rnofospeHue... OnpomeTbio NocKakanu Mbl Ha BbICTPeESl — CMOTPUM: Ha Barny congaTbl
cobpanunch B Kyyy M YKa3bIBatoT B Mofie, a TaM NeTUT CTPEMINaB BCagHUK U AePXUT 4TO-To Benoe
Ha cegne. ['puropuii AnekcaHapoBUY B3BU3IHYM HE XyXKe NIOO0ro YyeveHua; pyxee 13 yexna — u
TyOa; S 3a HUM.

K cyacTbto, N0 NpuUYnHE HEygauYHOWM OXOTbl, HAaWKM KOHW HE ObINn M3MyY€eHbI: OHWU pBanuchb U3-noj
ceana, n ¢ KaxkablM MrHOBEHMEM Mbl Bbinn Bce 6nvke n 6nnxe... M HakoHel, 51 yaHan Kasbuya,
TONbKO He Mor pa3obpaTb, YTO Takoe OH Aepxan nepen coboto. A Torga NnopaBHANCS C
MeyopuHbIM 1 Kpu4dy emy: «3T10 Kaszbuuy!..» OH nocMoTpen Ha MeHs1, KUBHYN rofoBO 1 yaapwn
KOHA NNneTbHo.

BoT HakoHeL Mbl BbInK YK OT HEr0 Ha PYXeWHbIN BbICTpen; uaMyyeHa nv 6eina y Kasbuya nowagb
NN Xy>xe Halunx, TONbKO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe ero ctapaHus, oHa He 6onbHO nogasanach Bnepea. A
Aymato, B 9Ty MUHYTY OH BCMNOMHUN cBoero Kaparesa...

CwmoTpto: [MeYvopuH Ha ckaky NpunoXnncsa us pyxbs... «He ctpenante! — kpudy a emy. — 6eperunte
3apsag; Mbl U Tak ero AOroHNM». YXX 3Ta Monoaexbs! BeYHO HeKCTaTu ropavmTes... Ho BeicTpen
pasgancs, u nynsa nepebuna 3agHio0 HOry Nowaan: OHa cropsya caenana eLle npbbkKoB AecCsATb,
CMOTKHYyNach 1 ynana Ha Konexu; Kasbuy cockoumn, n Toraa mMbl yBUAENN, YTO OH AepXan Ha
pyKax CBOMX XEHLUMHY, OKyTaHHY Yyagpoto... JTo 6bina bana... 6egHas bana! OH 4To-TO Ham
3aKpu4an no-CBOeMY M 3aHeC Haf Heto kuHxan... Meanutb 6bino HeYero: 9 BbICTPENWI, B CBOIO
oyepenb, Haygady; BEpHO, Nyns nonarna emy B Nreyo, NoTOMY YTO BAPYr OH ONYCTUIT PYKY...
Korga abim paccesrncs, Ha 3emne nexana paHeHas nowagb u Bo3ne Hee bana; a Ka3bu4, 6pocus
py>Xbe, N0 KyCTapHUKaM, TOYHO KOLLKa, kapabkancs Ha yTec; XOTenoCb MHe ero CHaTb OTTyda — Aa
He 6bIno 3apsga rotosoro! Mbl cockoumnm ¢ nowaaen n kKnHynuce k bane. beaHskka, oHa
nexana HenoABWXHO, U KPOBb NinNach U3 paHbl pyybamu... Takon 3nogen; xotb 6bl B cepaue
yaapun — Hy, Tak yX 1 OblTb, 0AHUM pa3om Bce Obl KOHYUI, @ TO B CMMHY... Camblil pa3bonHnYmniA
yaap! OHa 6bina 6e3 namatn. Mbl nsopsanu Yagpy v nepeBsasany paHy Kak MOXHO TYXe;
HanpacHo Ne4yopuH yenosan ee xonogHble rybbl — HNYTO HE MOrfO NPUBECTU ee B cebsl.
[NeyopuH cen BepxoMm; si NOAHSAMN ee C 3eMNn 1 Koe-Kak nocagun K Hemy Ha cefrno; oH obxesaTun ee
PYKOW, U Mbl noexanu Ha3ag. [locne HeckonbkUX MUHYT MonyaHus ['puropun AnekcaHgposuy
ckasan mHe: «[ocnywante, Makcum Makcumbly, Mbl 3Tak ee He JoBe3eM XuByto». — «[1pasgal» —
cKasan s, 1 Mbl MyCTUIKM fiowiagen Bo BeCb AyX. Hac y BOpPOT KpenocTu oxuaana Tonna Hapoaa;
OCTOPOXXHO NEePEHECIN Mbl paHeHyto K INMevyopuHy 1 nocnanu 3a nekapem. OH Bbin XOTS NbSAH, HO
npuLLEen: OCMOTpen paHy 1 06bsBUN, YTO OHa BonblLUe AHA XUTb HE MOXET; TONbKO OH owmnbes. ..
— Beisgoposena? — cnpocun gy wrabc-kanMtaHa, CXBaTuB €ro 3a pyky U HEBONbHO
obpagoBaBLUMCS.

— HeT, — oTBey4an oH, — a owmnbesa nekapb TeM, YTO OHa eLle ABa AHS NPOoXuna.

— [la o6bacHuTe MHe, kakum obpasom ee noxmtun Kasbuy?

— A BOT Kak: HeCMOTpS Ha 3anpeLyeHue [levyopuHa, OHa BbiLa U3 KPENOCTU K peyke. bbino,
3HaeTe, 0OYeHb XapKo; OHa cerna Ha KaMeHb 1 onycTuna Horu B Bogy. BoT Kas3buy nogkpancs, —
yan-uapan ee, 3axan poT 1 noTawun B KyCTbl, a TaM BCKOYMUI Ha KOHA, Aa n Tary! OHa mexay Tem



ycnerna 3akpuyaTb, YacoBble BCMOMOLWMUANCD, BbICTPENUIN, a MAMO, & Mbl TYT U NOAOCNESN.

— [a 3a4em Kasbuu ee xoten yBestn?

— lNomunynTe, Aa 9T YepKechl N3BECTHbLIN BOPOBCKON HAPOA: YTO MAOX0 NEXUT, He MOTyT He
CTSIHYTb; OPYroe 1 HEeHYXXHO, a BCe YKpaAeT... YK B 3TOM NpoLly ux n3smHUTe! [la nputom oHa emy
AaBHO-TaKu HpaBunach.

— W Bbana ymepna?

— YMepna; ToNbKO JOSro My4Yunach, U Mbl YK C HEK n3My4mnuce nopsakom. OKorno AecsaTy YacoB
Beyepa OHa npuvwina B cebs; Mbl cMAenn y NOCTenNu; TONbKO YTO OHa OTKpbINa rnasa, Havana
3BaTb [ledyopuHa. — «A 3geck, noane Tebs, Most AkaHeuka (TO eCTb, No-HaleMmy, AyLweHbKa)», —
oTBeYar OH, B351B ee 3a pyKy. «A ympy!» — cka3ana oHa. Mbl Hayanu ee yrtewartb, roBOPUIn, 4YTo
nekapb obelyan ee BbIIe4YUTb HEMPEMEHHO; OHa Nokayvana ronoBon U OTBEPHYNAChb K CTEHE: el He
xoTenock ymuparts!..

Houbto oHa Havyana 6peauTb; ronoBa ee ropena, No Bcemy Teny nHorga npoberana gpoxb
nMXopagKn; oHa roBopuna HecBsA3Hble peydn 06 oTue, GpaTte: el XoTenoch B ropbl, JOMOM. ..
[MoTom oHa Takxke roopuna o leyopuHe, gaBana emMy pasHble HEXHble Ha3BaHUSA UK ynpekana
€ro B TOM, 4YTO OH pa3ntobun CBOKO [XKaHEUKY...

OH cnywan ee mon4a, onycTyB rofloBy Ha PYKW; HO TONbKO S BO BCE BPEMS HE 3aMeTUN HU OHOWN
cnesbl Ha pecHUUax ero: B CaMOM NN Aerne OH He MOr nnakaTtb, unu Bnagen coboro — He 3Hato; YTo
A0 MEHSI, TO 1 HAYEro Xarb4ye 3TOro He BuabIBan.

K yTpy 6pea npowen; ¢ Yac oHa nexana HenogswkHas, 6negHas, n B Takon cnaboctu, 4To eaBa
MOXHO ObINIO 3aMeTUTb, YTO OHa AbILUMT; NOTOM €1 CTano nyylle, 1 OHa Havyana roBopuTb, TONbKO
KaK Bbl AymaeTe 0 4em?.. OTakasa MbICib NpuaeT Begb TONbKO ymupatowemy!.. Havana
nevyanuTbCa O TOM, YTO OHA He XPUCTUaHKa, U YTO Ha TOM CBeTe Aylla ee HUKOrga He BCTPeTUTCS
¢ aywoto ["puropmst AnekcaHapoBMya, 1 4YTO MHas XeHwWwmHa ByaeT B pato ero nogpyron. MHe
NPULLO Ha MbICINb OKPECTUTbL ee nepea CMepPTUIO; A el 3TO NPeasIoKNI; OHa NoCMoTperna Ha
MEHS1 B HEPELUMMOCTU U A0NI0 He MOrfia CrnoBa BbIMOSBUTbL; HAKOHEL, OTBeYarna, YTo OHa YMpeT B
TOW Bepe, B Kakon poaunacbk. Tak npowen uensin geHb. Kak oHa nepemeHunacs B 3TOT AeHb!
OGneaHble Wekn Bnanu, rmasa caenanucb 6onbline, rybol ropenu. OHa YyyBCTBOBana BHYTPEHHUN
Xap, kak 6yaTo B rpyan y Hen nexana packaneHHoe xeneso.

HacTtana gpyrast Houb; Mbl He CMbIKanu rnas, He oTxoaunu ot ee nocrtenu. OHa yXacHo
My4umnacbh, CTOHana, U ToNbKO YTo 6onb HaYMHana yTMxartb, OHa cTapanacbh ysepuTb [puropus
AnekcaHapoBu4a, 4YTO en nyyule, yropapmana ero UaATu cnatb, Lernosana ero pyky, He
Bbiryckarna ee n3 ceoux. [lepen yTpom ctana oHa 4yBCTBOBaTb TOCKY CMepPTU, Hayarna metaTbCs,
cbvna nepeBA3Ky, N KPOBb NoTekna cHoBa. Korga nepessidanu paHy, OHa Ha MUHYTY yCrnokounach
1 Havana npocuTb NevopurHa, 4Tob oH ee nouenosan. OH cTan Ha KONEeHW BO3Me KPOBaTH,
NPUNOAHSN €€ ronoBy C NOAYLUKM U Npuxan cBou rybbl kK ee xonoaeowmm rybam; oHa Kpenko
oGBuNa ero Wweto gpoxawmmm pykamm, 6yaro B 3ToMm nouenye xotena nepegatb €My CBOHO
Ayuwy... HeT, oHa xopowo cgenana, 4To ymepna: Hy, 4to Obl ¢ Hel ctanocbk, ecnu 6 Mpuropuin
AnekcaHapoBuy ee NokMHyN? A aTo Obl CNYy4YMNoOCh, paHo UM NO34HO. ..

MonoBuHY cnegytowero AHA oHa bbina Tnxa, Monyanuea 1 NOCNYLUHA, KaK HXU My4Yun ee Hall
nekapb npunapkaMmm n MUKCTypou. «llomunyinTte, — rosopun 9 emy, — Beib Bbl CaMu ckasarnu, 4To
OHa YMpET HernpemMeHHo, Tak 3a4eM TyT BCe Bawm npenapaTtbl?» — «Bce-Taku nyywe, Makcum



Makcumbly, — oTBeYan oH, — YTob coBecTb Obina NokorHa». XopoLlua cCoBeCTb!

lMocne nonygHa oHa Havana TOMUTLCA Xaxaon. Mbl OTBOPUM OKHa — HO Ha ABope 6bIno xapye,
4YyeM B KOMHATe; NOCTaBUIM fbAy OKOSIO KPOBaTU — HUYEro He nomMorano. A 3Harn, 4To aTa
HEBbIHOCMMas Xaxaa — NPU3HaKk NpubnmKeHnsa KoHua, 1 ckasan ato NevopuHy. «Boabl, Bogpl!..» —
roBopuria oHa XpunsibiM rofiocom, NPUNOAHSBLUNCE C MOCTESMW.

OH cgenancs GneaeH kak NOMOTHO, CXBATWA CTakaH, Hanun v nogan en. A 3akpbin rnasa pykamu
N cTan yntatb MONUTBY, HE NOMHIO Kakyto... [la, 6aTiowwka, Buaan 8 MHOro, Kak niogu ymmparot B
rownuTansax n Ha none cpaxeHusl, TONbKO 3TO BCe He To, coBceM He To!.. Euwle, npusHaTbCcs, MeHs
BOT YTO NeYanuT: OHa nepes CMepTbio HX pa3y He BCMOMHMNa 060 MHe; a KaxeTcs, s ee nobun
Kak oTel... Hy aa 6or ee npoctut!.. I BNnpaBay MOMBUTb: YTO X 5 Takoe, 4To6 060 MHe
BCNOMUHATbL nepes cMepTbio?

TonbKo 4YTO OHa Ucnuna BoAbl, Kak en cTarno nerdye, a MMHyTbl Yepes3 TpU OHa CKOHYarnach.
Mpunoxwunu 3epkano K rydbam — rnagko!.. A sbiBen NevyopuHa BOH U3 KOMHaTbI, X Mbl MOLUAN Ha
KpenoCcTHOM Bar; 40Sro Mbl XOAUNW B3a4 U Bnepea psaoM, He roBOpS HWU CroBa, 3arHyB pyku Ha
CMUHY; €ro NMLO HUYEro He Bbipaxano 0COB6EHHOro, 1 MHe cTano JocagHo: st Obl Ha ero mecTte
ymep ¢ ropsi. HakoHeu, OH cen Ha 3eMito, B TEHW, U HaYar YTo-TO YepTUTb NanoYkom Ha necke. A,
3HaeTe, 6onblue ANs NPUNNYNA XOTeN yTeWnTb ero, Havan roBOPUTb; OH MOAHAN rONoBY U
3acmedancs... Y MeHst Mopo3 npobexxarn no Koxe OT 3Toro cMexa... S nowen 3akasbiBaTb rpob.
[Mpn3HaTbCA, 9 YacTMIO AN pa3BnedYeHns 3aHANCs 3TUM. Y MeHsa Bbin KyCOoK TepManamsbl, 1 06umn
eto rpob 1 ykpacun ero Yepkecckumm cepebpsHbiMu ranyHamm, KoTopbix ['puropui
AnekcaHapoBWUY HaKynun AN Hee Xe.

Ha gpyron oeHb paHo yTpOM Mbl €e NMOXOPOHUIN 3a KPENOCTbIO, Y PeYKu, BO3re TOoro MecTa, rae
OHa B MOCNeaHWN pa3 cuaena; Kpyrom ee MOornmnky Tenepb paspocinnch KycTbl 6enon akaymm um
Oy3uHbI. A xoTen 6bI10 NOCTaBUTL KPECT, Aa, 3HaeTe, HEMOBKO: BCe-Takmn oHa bbina He
XpUCTUAHKa...

— A yT0 lNeyopuH? — cnpocun .

— MeyopuH GbIN gonNro He3QopoB, ncxyaan, 6egHsKKa; TONbKO HUKOrA4a C 3TUX NOP Mbl HE
roBopunu o bane: a Buaen, 4to emy 6yaeTt HeNnpuATHO, Tak 3a4em xe? Mecsaua Tpu cnycTts ero
Ha3Hauunu B E...1 nonk, n oH yexan B ['py3uto. Mbl ¢ Tex NOp He BCTpeyanucb, Aa NOMHUTCS, KTO-
TO HEJaBHO MHe roBOpWI1, YTO OH BO3BpaTuncs B Poccuto, HO B npukasax no kopnycy He 6bino.
Bnpoyem, oo Hawero 6parta BeCT! No3QHO AOXOAAT.

TyT OH NyCTUNCA B ANVHHYIO ANCCEPTALUMIO O TOM, KaK HEMPUATHO y3HaBaTb HOBOCTU rOA0OM NO3Xe
— BEPOSATHO, AN Toro, Ytob 3arnywmTb nevyanbHble BOCMNOMUHAHMS.

A He nepebuBan ero v He cnywarn.

Uepes 4yac aBmMnacb BO3MOXHOCTb exaTb; MeTenNb yTuxna, Hebo NPOACHUNOCH, N Mbl OTNPaBUNUCh.
[oporoi HeBONbLHO 5 ONATL 3aBen peydb 0 bane un o MNevopuHe.

— A He cnbixanu nu Bbl, YTO caenanock ¢ Kaszdbnyem? — cnpocumn 1.

— C Kasbuuem? A, npaBso, He 3Hato... Cribllwan s, YTo Ha NpaBoM ofiaHre y LwancyroB eCTb Kakou-
TO Ka3buy, yaaneu, KOTOpbIA B KpacHOM BellumMeTe pasbeskaeT LUaKKOM Nog, Hawmmm
BbICTPENaMn 1 NPEBEXIMBO PacKNaHNBAETCA, KOrAa nyns npoXxyxokuT 6nun3ko; aa Bpsg nv aT1o
TOT cambln!..



B Kobu mbl pacctanmchk ¢ Makcumom MakcumbiveM; 1 moexarn Ha NoYTOBbIX, a OH, MO NpUYMHe
TSDKENOW NOKNaXu, He Mor 3a MHon cnegoBaTb. Mbl He Hagesanucb HUKorga 6onee BCTPETUTLCS,
OZIHAKO BCTPETUIUCB, U, ECIIU XOTUTE, A paccKaxy: 3To Lenasa ncrtopus... CosHanuTechb, 0QHaKO X,
410 Makcm MakcnmblY YenoBek AOCTONHBIM yBaxeHua?.. Ecnv Bbl CO3HaeTechb B 3TOM, TO S
BnonHe Byay Bo3HarpaxaeH 3a CBOW, MOXET ObITb, CANLLIKOM AMMHHBIA pacckas.



lI. Makcum Makcumbiy

PaccraBwucek ¢ Makcumom MakcumblyeM, 9 XUMBO npockakarn Tepekckoe 1 [lapbsnbckoe yuernbs,
3aBTpakan B Kasbeke, 4ar nun B Jlapce, a Kk yxuHy nocnen B Bnagbikaskas. V136asnto Bac oT
OnucaHunda rop, OT BO3rfacoB, KOTOPbIE HUYErO He BblpaXatoT, OT KapTUH, KOTOPbIE HUYEro He
n3obpaxatoT, 0COBEHHO AN TEX, KOTOPble TaM He ObIN, N OT CTAaTUCTUYECKNX 3aMeYaHnii,
KOTOpble pelnTeNbHO HUKTO YNTaTb HE CTaHeT.

£ ocTaHoOBUINCS B rOCTUHULE, rAe OCTaHaBMMBAKOTCS BCE NPOE3XNe N rae Mexay TeM HEKOMY
BeneTb 3axapuTb basaHa u ceapuTb LWen, nbo Tpu nHBanmaa, KOTOpPbIM OHa NopyYeHa, Tak rnynbl
WK TaK MbSAHbI, YTO OT HUX HUKAKOro ToNKa Henb3sa Jo6UTbLCS.

MHe 06bsBUnK, YTO S OIMKEH NPOXUTL TYT eLle Tpu OHA, M6o «oka3usa» u3 EkatepuHorpaga ewe
He Npuvwna u, cnegoBaTenbHO, OTNPaBNATLCA 06paTHO He MOXeT. YTo 3a okasus!.. HO oypHOW
Kanambyp He yTelleHne ana pyccKoro YenoBeka, 1 s, 4Nns pa3snevyeHns B3gymarn 3anucbiBaTb
paccka3 Makcuma Makcumblya o bane, He Boobpaxas, 4To oH 6yaeT nepsbiM 3BEHOM ASNTMHHOM
Luenu noBecTeun; BUAUTE, Kak MHOr4a ManoBaXHbIW Cly4Yan UMeeT XecTokne nocneactesus!.. A Bbl,
MOXET ObITb, HE 3HaEeTe, YTO TaKoe «OKa3nsa»? ATO NPUKPLITUE, COCTOALLEE M3 NONPOTbI NEXOThI U
MyLKK, C KOTOPbIMU XOAAT 0603bl Yepe3 Kabapay u3 BnagbikaBkasa B EkaTtepuHorpag.

MepBbIN AeHb A NPOBEN OYEHb CKYYHO; Ha APYroi paHo YTPOM Bbe3XaeT Ha ABOp noBo3ka... Al
Makcum Makcumbly!.. Mbl BCTPETUNUCH Kak cTapble NpusaTenn. A npeanoxun eMy CBOK KOMHaTy.
OH He uepeMoHuncs, gaxe ygapun MeHsi No nnevy n CKpuBMA poT Ha MaHep ynblbku. Takou
yypak!..

Makcum Makcumbiy nven rnybokme cesefeHns B NOBapeHHOM UCKYCCTBE: OH YAUBUTENBHO
XOpOLUO 3axapun pasaHa, yaa4yHo Nonus ero orypeyHbIM paccoriom, U 1 AOSDKEH NMPU3HATbLCH, YTO
6e3 Hero NpuLINock Bbl OCTaTbCA Ha CyxosaeHUN. ByTbinka KaxeTUHCKOro Nomorna Ham 3abbITb O
CKPOMHOM 4mcne 6ntog, KoTopbix 6bifo BCEro 04HO, U, 3aKypuB TPYOKKU, Mbl YCENUCL: 51 'Y OKHA, OH
y 3aTOMNMEHHON NeYun, NOTOMY YTO AeHb 6bin cbipon 1 xonogHbin. Mel monydanu. O6 4yem 6bI10 Ham
roBopuTb?.. OH yX pacckasan mHe 06 cebe Bce, 4TO 6bINO 3aHMMATENBHOrO, @ MHE ObINO HEeYero
pacckasbiBaTb. A cMOTpen B OKHO. MHOXeCTBO HU3EHBbKNX OMUKOB, pa3bpocaHHbIx No 6epery
Tepeka, KoTOpbIV pasberaeTcs Bce WMpe v lWmpe, Menbkanu ns-3a gepes, a Aanblue CUHENUCh
3ybyaTtoro CTeHOM ropbl, n3-3a HUX BbirnaabiBan Kasbek B cBoen 6enon kapanHanbCkou wanke. A
C HAMU MbICIIEHHO npoLlancsa: MHe CTarno UX Xarko...

Tak cugenu mbl gonro. ConHue NpsaTanoch 3a XONoAHbIE BEPLUMHbLI, U 6enoBaTbiii TYMaH HauymHan
pacxouTbCs B AONIMHAX, KOrga Ha ynuue pasgancs 3BOH JAOPOXHOIO KOMOKOMbYMKA U KPUK
N3BO34YMKOB. HECKONBKO MOBO30K C MPA3HBIMU apMAHaMU Bbexarno Ha ABOP FOCTUHULbI U 38 HUMN
nycTas OPOXHAs KOMsCcKa; ee nerkun xod, ygobHoe YCTPOMUCTBO U LEronbCKOn BUA MMENN Kakom-
TO 3arpaHU4HbIM OTNEeYaToK. 3a Heto Wen YenoBek ¢ 6oNbWMMN yCaMn, B BEHIrepKe, A0BOSbHO
XOpOLLO OAETbIN AN NaKest; B ero 38aHWMM Hemnb34a 6bino oWnbuTbCA, BUAS YXaPCKYHO 3aMallKy, C
KOTOPOM OH BbITpAXMBan 305y U3 TpyOkM 1 nokpukmean Ha amwmka. OH 6bin sBHO GanoBaHHbIN
cnyra neHnsoro 6apvHa — HeuTo Bpoae pycckoro durapo.

— Ckaxu, nobesHblli, — 3aKkpuyan s eMy B OKHO, — YTO 3TO — OKa3us npuvwna, 4to nn?

OH nocmoTpen OOBOMbHO Aep3KO, NOMNpaBui rasiCTyk U OTBEPHYICS; WeaLni Noane Hero
apMSHUH, ynblibascb, 0TBEYan 3a Hero, YTO TOYHO MpuMLLNa OKasns U 3aBTpa yTPOM OTNPaBUTCA
obpatHo.



— CnaBa bory! — ckazan Makcum Makcumbly, NOAOLIEALLNIA K OKHY B 3TO BpeMs. — JKas vyyaHas
konsicka! — npnbaBun OH, — BEpPHO Kakon-HMBbyab YMHOBHUK eaeT Ha cnencteue B Tudnuc. BugHo,
He 3HaeT Hawwmx ropok! HeT, wyTtuwe, nobesHbln: OHM He CBOK BpaT, pacTpsacyT XOTb
aHrnumnckyto!

— A k10 6bI 3TO Takoe 6bIN — NoraeMTe-Ka y3HaTb. ..

Mbi BbILLKM B Kopuaop. B koHue kopuaopa 6bina otBopeHa ABepb B 60KOBYO KOMHATY. J1akewn ¢
N3BO34YMKOM NnepeTackmBann B Hee YeMoaaHbl.

— Mocnywan, 6paTtew, — cnpocun y Hero wrabc-kanuTaH, — YbsA 3Ta YygecHas konsacka?.. a?..
MpekpacHas konscka!l.. — Ilakei, He obopaunBasicb, GopmoTan 4To-To Npo cebs, pa3Bs3biBas
yemogaH. Makcum Makcumbly paccepanncs; OH TPOHY HeyYTMBLa No nnedvy u ckasan: — A tebe
roBOpPHO, NMOOESHBIN. ..

— Yba konacka?.. moero rocnoguHa. ..

— A KTO TBOW rocnoguH?

— NeyopuH...

— Y70 THI? UTO THI? [Neyopun?.. AX, Boxxe mon!.. Aa He cnyxun v oH Ha KaBkase?.. — BOCKIUKHYI
Makcum MakcumblY, IepHYB MeHS 3a pyKaB. Y Hero B rfasax ceepkana pagocTb.

— Cnyxun, KaxeTca, — fa 9 Y HUX HeJaBHO.

— Hy Tak!.. Tak!.. puropuin Anekcangposuy?.. Tak Begb ero 3oByt?.. Mbl ¢ TBOUM 6GapruHOM Obinn
npusaTenu, — npubasun OH, yaapyB APYXXECKN MO Nnevy nakes, Tak YTo 3acTaBui ero
NOLIATHYTbLCS. ..

— NosBonbTe, cygapb, Bbl MHE MeLLaeTe, — cka3an TOT, HaXMypPUBLUUCh.

— Okom Tbl, 6paTteu!.. [la 3Haewb nn? mbl ¢ TBOMM GapnHOM GbinNn ApY3bsa 3aKkafblyYHbIE, XXUMK
BMecTe... [la rae e oH cam octanca?..

Cnyra o6bsaBun, 4to [evyopunH ocTancs yxvHaTb U HOYeBaTb Yy NOMnKoBHMKa H...

— [la He 3angeT N OH Beyepom ctoga? — ckaszan Makcum Makcumbiy, — unu Tbl, NO6E3HLIN, HE
novaeLb Nn K Hemy 3a 4em-Hubyab?.. Konu nongelb, Tak CKaxu, 4to 3gecb Makcum Makcumbly;
TakK M CKaXW... Y>K OH 3HaeT... A Tebe gam BOCbMUTPUBEHHbIA HA BOAKY...

INaker cgenan npe3puTenbHY0 MUHY, Cribilla Takoe CKpoOMHoe obellaHne, ogHaKo yBepun
Makcuma Makcumblya, YTO OH UCMOSHUT ero nopyyeHune.

— Begb cenyac npubexut!.. — ckaszan mHe Makcum Makcumbly € TOPXKECTBYIOLLMM BUAOM, — NONay
3a BOpOTa ero goxuaaTbces... Ox! xarnko, 4To 9 He 3Hakom ¢ H...

Makcm Makcumbiy cen 3a BOpOoTaMu Ha CKaMeriky, a g yLlern B CBOK KOMHarty. NpusHaTbes, 4
TaKkKe C HEKOTOPbIM HETEPNEHNEM Xaan nosiBneHnsa aToro lNMevyopuHa; no pacckasy wrabe-
KanuTaHa, 8 coctaBun cebe 0 HeM He OYEeHb BbIrOQHOE MOHATME, OQHAKO HEKOTOPbIE YEPTLI B €ro
Xapaktepe nokasanucb MHe 3amedaTtenbHbiMU. Yepes yac nHeanug npuMHec KUNSaLwmin camoBap m
YarHWUK.

— Makcum MakcumblY, He XOTUTE N YarK? — 3aKpuyarn s eMy B OKHO.

— brnarogapcTBynTe; YTO-TO HE XOYETCA.

— On, BbinenTte! CmoTpuTe, BeAb YXX NO34HO, XONOAHO.

— Hnuero; 6narogapcrsynTe...

— Hy, kak yrogHo! — A cTan nuTb Yan oauH; MUHYT Yepe3 OeCHATb BXOAUT MOW CTapuK:



— A Befb Bbl NpaBbl: BCe Nyylle BbINUTb YarKy, — a 9 BCe xaarn... YK YenoBek ero 4aBHO K HEMY
nowen, aa, BUAHO, YTO-HMOYAb 3aaepxano.

OH Hackopo BbIxNebHyN YaluKy, OTKa3ancs oT BTOPOM Y ywen OnsaTb 3a BOPOoTa B KAKOM-TO
©ecnokoncTee: ABHO ObINO, YTO CTapuka orop4yano HebpexeHue NeyopuHa, n Tem Gonee, 4YTO OH
MHEe HeJjaBHO rOBOPUIT O CBOEN C HUM Apyx0be 1 ewe Yac Tomy Ha3ag Obin yBepeH, 4To OH
NPUBEXNT, KaK TONbKO YCIbILWMWT €ro UMSI.

Yxe 6bIno No3QHO M TEMHO, KOrda s CHoBa OTBOPWUIT OKHO U cTan 3BaTb Makcuma Makcumbiva,
roBOpsi, YTO Mopa cnaTtb; OH YTO-TO NpobopmoTan ckBO3b 3yObl; A MOBTOPWUN NpUrnalleHne, — OH
HMYero He oTBevan.

£ ner Ha guBaH, 3aBepHYBLUUCH B LUMHESb U OCTaBMB CBEYY Ha JieXaHKe, CKOpo 3aapemarn v
npocnan 6bl CNOKOKHO, ecnn 6, y>K o4eHb No3gHo, Makcum Makcumbld, B30KWAS B KOMHATY, He
pa3byamn meHsa. OH 6pocun TpybKy Ha CTOM, CTan XO4UTb MO KOMHATe, LUEBLIPATL B NEYu,
HaKOHeL, fier, HO JONro Kalunasm, nnesar, Bopo4yarcs...

— He knonsl nn Bac KycarT? — cripocun 1.

— [a, knonebl... — oTBeYan OH, TAXero B34OXHYB.

Ha gpyron oeHb yTpom s NPOCHYIca paHo; Ho Makcum Makcumbly npeaynpeann meHs. A Hawen
ero y BOpoT, cugsLero Ha ckamenke. «MHe Hago CxoguTb K KOMEHAaHTY, — cKasan OH, — TaK
noxanyncra, ecnuv Ne4vyopuH npuaeT, NpULLNUTE 38 MHOWN...»

A obewancsa. OH nobexan, kak 6yATO YneHbl ero NoNyYnny BHOBb FOHOLLECKYHO CUMY U TMBKOCTb.
YTpo 6bIn0 cBexee, HO NpekpacHoe. 30M10Tble obnaka rpPOMO34MNIMCh Ha ropax, kKak HOBbIN psAa
BO3AYLUHbIX FOp; Nepes BOpoTamu pacctunanach LmMpokas nnowanb; 3a Heto 6asap kunen
Hapo4OM, NOTOMY YTO BbINI0 BOCKpeCceHbE; BOChIe Manb4YNKN-OCETUHbI, HECA 3a NNeYaMu KOTOMKK
C COTOBbIM MEAOM, BEPTENUCb BOKPYI MEHS; 1 X NPOrHan: MHe 6bIfo He A0 HUX, A HaYMHan
pasnenatb 6ecnokoncTeo gobporo wrabc-kanuTaHa.

He npowwno gecsatv MUHYT, Kak Ha KOHLe nroLwaan nokasancs ToT, KOTOporo Mol oxuganu. OH
e ¢ NOMKOBHMKOM H..., KOTOpbI, 4oBeAsA ero A0 roCTUHMULbI, MPOCTUACS C HAM U MOBOPOTUN B
KpenocTb. A ToTyac e nocnan nHeanuaa 3a Makcumom Makcumblyem.

HascTpeuy [leyopurHa BbIWeN ero naken 1 JoNOXNI, YTO cernyac CTaHyT 3aknagbiBaTb, nogarn
eMy SILLKUK C curapamm u, nostyumB HECKOSBbKO MpuKasaHui, oTnpasuscs xnonoTaTb. Ero rocnoguH,
3aKypuB curapy, 3eBHyIn pasa ABa U cef Ha CKaMblo Mo ApYryto CTOPOHY BOPOT. Tenepb 9 AOIMKEH
HapucoBaTb ero nopTperT.

OH ObIn cpeaHero pocTta; CTPOWMHbINA, TOHKUIA CTaH ero 1 LWMPOKNE Nieyn AoKasbiBanu Kpenkoe
CnoXeHne, cnocobHoe NepeHOCUTb BCE TPYAHOCTU KOYEBOW XXN3HW U NEPEMEHbI KNMMaToB, He
nobexgeHHoe HWM pas3BpaTOM CTOMMYHOM XMU3HWU, HN BYpAMU AyLWEBHbIMU; NblfbHbIN GapXaTHbIN
CIOPTYYOK €ro, 3aCTerHyTbl TOMbKO Ha [BE HWXXHWE NyroBuLbl, MO3BOMAN pasrnageTb
ocnenutenbHoO Ynctoe 6enbe, n3obnmnyasLlee NPUBLIYKMA NOPSA0YHOIO YeroBeka; ero
3anadvkaHHble nep4vyaTkn Kasanmcb HAPOYHO CLUUTBLIMM MO €ro ManeHbKON apuCTOKpaTUYECKOmn
pyKe, 1 Koraa OH CHAM o4Hy nepyatky, To s 6bin yameneH xygobon ero 6negHbix nansues. Ero
noxopka 6bina HebpexHa 1 NeHuBa, HO 9 3aMeTWS, YTO OH HE pa3maxmBaln pykamu, — BEPHbIN
NPU3HaK HEKOTOPOW CKPLITHOCTU XapakTepa. Bnpoyem, 3T0 Mon COBCTBEHHLIE 3aMevaHns,
OCHOBaHHbIE Ha MOMX e HabniageHUaX, U 9 BOBCE HE XO4Y Bac 3aCTaBUTb BEpOBaTb B HUX CRENO.
Korga oH onycTunca Ha ckamblo, TO NPAMOWN CTaH ero COrHyrscs, kak 6yaTto y Hero B CnvHe He



ObIN0 HN OOHOWN KOCTOYKW; NOSIOXKEHNE BCErO €ro Tena n3obpasmno Kakyt-T0 HEPBUYECKYHO
cnabocCTb: OH cnaen, kak cMant 6anb3akoBa TPMALATUNETHAS KOKETKA Ha CBOMX MyXOBbIX Kpecnax
nocne yrommtenbHoro 6ana. C nepeoro B3rnsga Ha nuuo ero 9 6bl He gan emy 6onee gsaguatu
Tpex NneT, XoTs nocne s rotos 6611 AaTb eMy TpuguaTb. B ero ynoibke 6bino 4To-TO AeTckoe. Ero
KOXKa MMena Kakyto-TO XXEHCKY0 HEXXHOCTb; 6enokypble BONOChI, BbIOLWMECHA OT NpUpoabl, Tak
XnBONUCHO obpurcoBbIBanu ero 6negHoin, 6GnaropogHbii 106, Ha KOTOPOM, TOSNBKO MO 4OMTOM
HabngEeHUN, MOXHO ObINO 3aMeTUTb Cneabl MOPLUWNH, NepecekaBLUMX OgHa OPYTy0 1, BEPOATHO,
0603Ha4YaBLUNXCS ropa3fo SABCTBEHHEE B MUHYThI rHEBA MW AyLEeBHOro 6eCrnokorcTea.
HecmoTps Ha CBETNbIN LUBET €ro BOMOC, YCbl €ro 1 6poBm Bbinv YepHble — NpU3HaK Nopoapbl B
yenoBeke, Tak, Kak YepHas rpmsa 1 YepHbIin XBocT y 6enon nowagun. Ytob AOKOHYMTbL NOPTPET, A
CKaXy, YTO Y Hero Obly HEMHOro B34epHYThIN HOC, 3yObl ocnenuTenbHoW 6ennsHbl 1 Kapue rnasa;
O rnasax s JO/MKeH ckasaTb eLle HeCKOSbKO CIoB.

Bo-nepBbix, OHN HEe cMeAnuch, koraa oH cmesancs! — Bam He cnyyanoch 3amedaTb Takom
CTPaHHOCTM Y HEKOTOPbIX N0Aen?.. OTO NPU3HAK — UNKN 3N0ro Hpaea, Unn rnyBoKoN NOCTOAHHOM
rpyctn. N3-3a nonyonyLeHHbIX PECHUL, OHU CUSIN KaknM-TO cbocchopryeckum Bneckom, ecnm
MOXHO TaK Bblpa3nTbCAa. To He BbIfIo OTpaXeHue xapa AyLWEBHOIo UMK UrparoLLero BOOGpaxeHus:
TO GbIN Gneck, Nogo6HbIN Gnecky rnagkon cTanu, OCnennTENbHbIN, HO XONOAHbIN; B3rNsa4 ero —
HENPOAOIMKUTENBHbIN, HO MPOHULATENbBHbBIA U TSHXKENbIN, OCTaBNAN no cebe HenpusTHoe
BrneYyaTneHne HECKPOMHOro Bonpoca u Mor 6bl kasaTbCa Aep3kuM, ecnu 6 He Bbin CTonb
paBHOAYLIHO CNOKOEH. Bce aTn 3ameyvaHms npuwnm MHe Ha yM, MOXET OblTb, TOMBKO MOTOMY, YTO
S1 3HaN HeKOTOpble NOAPOBHOCTUN €ro XU3HN, N, MOXET BbITb, HA APYroro BMA ero nponssen bl
COBEpPLUEHHO pasnnYHoe BneYvaTrieHne; HO TakK Kak Bbl O HEM He YCNbILNTE HWU OT KOro, Kpome
MEHS, TO MOHEBOSE OOMKHbI 4OBOSIbCTBOBATLCA 3TUM M300paxkeHmneM. Ckaxy B 3aknoyeHue, 4Tto
OH 6bin BOOOLLE OYEHb HEAYPEH N NMEN OOHY U3 TEX OPUrMHaNbHbIX PU3NOHOMUIA, KOTOPbIE
0COBEHHO HPABATCA XKEHLLMHAM CBETCKUM.

JNowaawn 6binn yxxe 3anoXeHbl; KONOKONbYMK N0 BpEMEHaM 3BEHEN Nog Ayrot, 1 naken yxe asa
pasa nogxoaun K NevyopuHy ¢ AoknagoMm, 4YTo Bce rotoBo, a Makcnm Makcumbly elle He ABNANCS.
K cuyactuio, lNevopurH Bbin norpyxeH B 3agyM4mMBOCTb, MS4a Ha cuHKUe 3youbl KaBkasa, 1 kaxeTcs,
BOBCE He Toponurncsa B Jopory. A nogowern K Hemy.

— Ecnu BbI 3ax0oTnTeE eLe HEMHOro nogoXxaaTth, — ckasan s, — To byaeTe umeTb yOOBONbCTBME
YyBMAATLCSA C CTapbIM MpUATENEM. ..

— AX, TOYHO! — BbICTPO OTBEYA OH, — MHE BYepa roBOPUIU: HO rae xe oH? — A obepHyncs K
nnowaan n yengen Makcuma Makcumblva, 6eryuiero 4to 6biio Moyu... Yepes HECKONBKO MUHYT
OH BbIN y>xe BO3Nne Hac; OH eaBa MOr AbllaTh; NOT rpagoM KaTuncs C nuua ero; MOKpbIe KIOYKM
ceablX BOMOC, BbIPBABLUNCH M3-N0OJ, LWAMNKK, NPUKNENNCD KO Ny ero; KoneHu ero Apoxarnw... OH
XOTeN KMHYTbCS Ha wWeto [1e4oprHy, HO TOT AOBOSbHO XONOAHO, XOTS C MPUBETNNBOW YNbIOKOMN,
npoTsiHyn emy pyky. Ltabc-kanntaH Ha MUHYTY ocTon6eHen, HO NOTOM >XaAHO CXBATUI €ro pyky
o6enmun pykamu: OH eLle He MOT rOBOPUTb.

— Kak g pag, goporo Makcum Makcumbld. Hy, kak Bbl noxusaeTe? — ckasan [1eyvopuH.

—A... TbI?.. a BbI? — npobopmoTan co cnesamu Ha rnasax CTapuK... — CKOMbKO NeT... CKOMbKO
AHen... na kyaa aT1o?..



— Eny B Nepcuio — v ganbLue...

— HeyxTo cenyac?.. [la nogoxaute, gpaxanwmi!l.. HeyxTto cenyac pacctaHemcs?.. CTONbKo
BpeMEeHU He Buaanuchb...

— MHue nopa, Makcum Makcumblyd, — Obin OTBET.

— boxe mon, 6oxxe mon! aa kyaa aTo Tak cnewmnTte?.. MHe cTonbko Obl XOTENOCh Bam CKa3aTb...
CTOMNbKO paccrnpocuTb... Hy 4To? B oTCTaBke?.. Kak?.. YTO nogernbiBanu?..

— Ckyyan! — otBeyvan lNevopuH, ynbibasch.

— A noMHUTe Hawle *unTbe-bbITbe B kpenoctn? CnaBHasa cTpaHa ans oxotbl!.. Beab Bbl 6binn
CTPACTHbIN OXOTHUK CTpensThb... A bana?..

[MeYvyopuH YyTb-4yTb NOONEAHEN N OTBEPHYNCA...

— [a, nomHIo! — ckasan oH, NOYTU TOTYaC NPUHYXOEHHO 3EBHYB. ..

Makcum Makcumbly cTan ero ynpawumBaTtb OCTaTbCA C HAM elle Yaca ABa.

— Mbl cnaBHO nooGefaem, — roBOpWI OH, — Yy MEHS eCTb ABa (pasaHa; a KaxeTUHCKOe 34eCb
npekpacHoe... pasymeeTcs, He To, 4To B [ py3un, ogHako nyyiiero copta... Mbl NOroBopuM... Bbl
MHE pacckaxeTe npo cBoe xutbe B [Netepbypre... A?

— [1paBo, MHe HeYvero pacckasbiBaTb, goporon Makcum Makcnmbly... OgHako npowjanTte, MHe
nopa... a1 cnewly... bnarogapto, 4To He 3a6bInu... — npnubaBmn OH, B3SIB €ro 3a PYyKy.

CTtapuvk Haxmypun 6poBu... OH Bbin NeYaneH n cepauT, XOTA CTaparncs CKpbiTb 3TO.

— 3abbITb! — NpoBOpYan oH, — A-T0 He 3abbin Hu4ero... Hy, aa 6or ¢ Bamu!.. He Tak 4 gyman c
BaMu BCTPETUTLCA. ..

— Hy nonHo, nonHo! — ckasan Ne4yopuH. OBHSB ero OpYyXeCKN, — HEYXXENU s He TOT xe?.. UTo
Aenatb?.. BCAKOMY CBOS fopora... YAacTcs nu ewe BCTpeTutbes, — 6or 3HaeT!.. — [oBopsa aTo, OH
yXXe cuaen B KONAcKe, U AMLLMK YxKe Havan nogbupaTb BOXKM.

— lNocTon, noctoun! — 3akpunyan sapyr Makcum Makcumbly, yxBaTACh 3a ABepPLbl KOMSCKN, — COBCEM
Ob1n10 No3abbin... Y MeHs octanuck Bawwm dymaru, 'puropuin AnekcaHgpoBU... S X Tackato ¢
cobon... gyman HanTu Bac B ['py3un, a BOT rge 6or gan cengetbcd... YTo MHe ¢ Humun genatb?..
— Yto xoTtute! — otBevan lNe4vopuH. — MNpowanTe...

— Tak BbI B [Nepcuio?.. a korga BepHeTech?.. — Kpuyan scneg Makcum Makcumebly. ..

Konsacka 6bina yxx ganeko; Ho Ne4vyopuH caenan 3Hak pykon, KOTOPbIN MOXHO OblNo NepeBecTun
cneaywownm obpasom: Bpaag nu! ga n 3adem?..

[aBHO yX He CNbIWHO ObINO HX 3BOHA KOMOKOMbYMKA, HU CTyKa KOMeC Mo KPEMHUCTOM gopore, — a
GeaHbIN CTapuk eLle CTOA Ha TOM XXe MecTe B rny0bokon 3agyMynBOCTMW.

— [la, — cka3an OH HaKOHeL, CTapasiCb NPUHATb PaBHOAYLUHbLIA BN, XOTS crie3a gocagbl rno
BpPEMEHaM CBepKarna Ha ero pecHuuax, — KOHeYHO, Mbl ObINN NPUATENN, — Hy, Aa YTO NPUATENMN B
HblHewwHeM Beke!.. YTo emy Bo MHe? A He 6oraT, He YMHOBEH, Aa W1 MO NieTaMm COBCEM eMy He
napa... Buuwb, kaknum oH dppaHTOM caenancs, kak nobweisan onAte B Metepbypre... YTo 3a
Konsicka!.. CKOnbKO noknaxu!.. n naken Takon ropgbin!.. — 3T cnosa GbIM NPOM3HECEHbI C
NPOHNYECKOM ynblbkon. — Ckaxute, — NpogosmKan oH, o6paTACb KO MHE, — Hy YTO Bbl 06 3TOM
aymaete?.. Hy, kakon 6ec HeceT ero Tenepsb B lNepcnto?.. CmelwHo, en-6ory, cmelwHo!.. [la a
BCerga 3Harn, YTo OH BEeTPEeHbIN YenoBek, Ha KOTOPOro Hemnb3s HadesaTbCs... A, NpaBo, Xarllb, YTO
OH [YPHO KOHYUT... Aa U Henb3s nHave!.. Y 9 Bcerga roBopus, Y4To HET NPOKY B TOM, KTO CTapbIX
Apy3en 3abbiBaeT!.. — TyT OH OTBEPHYNCS, YTOO CKPbITb CBOE BOMTHEHWE, NOLLEN XOAUTb MO ABOPY



OKOJ10 CBOEW MOBO3KM, NOKa3biBas, OyaATo ocmMaTpuBaeT koneca, Toraa Kak rnasa ero nOMmHyTHO
HaMNoMHANUCL Crnesamu.

— Makcum Makcumbid, — ckazan 4, noAgoLwenLwn K HeMy, — a YTo 3To 3a Bymaru Bam ocTtaBun
MevyopuH?

— A 6or ero 3HaeT! kakme-To 3anucku. ..

— Y710 Bbl U3 HMUX caenaeTe?

- Y107 a Bent HagenaTb NaTPOHOB.

— OTpanTe ux ny4we MHe.

OH nocmoTpen Ha MeHs C yaMBneHneMm, NPoBoOpYar YTo-TO CKBO3b 3yObl MU HaYan pbiTbCs B
YyemopaHe; BOT OH BbIHYN OfHY TeTpaaKy n 6pocun ee ¢ npe3peHnemM Ha 3eMnto; NOTOM Apyras,
TPETbS U AecATast MMeNn Ty e y4acTb: B ero gocage Obino YTo-TO AEeTCKOEe; MHE CTano CMELLHO U
xarnko...

— BoT oHu BCe, — cka3an oH, — N034paBnsio Bac C HAXOAKOH0. ..

— W a mory genatb C HUMU BCe, 4YTO XOu4y?

— XoTb B rasetax nevaramte. Kakoe MHe geno?.. YTto, 9 passe Apyr ero Kakom?.. unm
poacTBeHHUK? Npasaa, Mbl XXUKM ONro No4 OAHOW KPOBMEW... A Mano fnn ¢ KeM s He Xun?..

A cxBatun Bymaru 1 nockopee yHec ux, 6osck, 4Tob wrabc-kanutaH He packaanca. Ckopo
NpuLLIIM HaMm 06BABUTBL, YTO Yepe3 Yac TPOHETCA OKa3us; S Benen 3aknagbiBatb. LTabe-kanutaH
BOLLIEN B KOMHATY B TO BPEMS, KOra s y)xe Hagear Lanky; OH, Ka3arnocCb, He roTOBUIICA K
OTbe3Aay; Y Hero Bbin KakoW-TO NPUHYXOEHHbI, XONOAHbIA BUA.

— A Bbl, Makcnm Makcumbly, passe He egete?

— Hert-c.

— A yTO TaK?

— [la g ewe kOMeHOaHTa He BMaan, a MHe Hago caaTb eMy KOM-Kakue Ka3eHHble BELLUW. ..

— [la Beapb Bbl e 6binn y Hero?

— BbIn, KOHEeYHO, — cKka3an OH, 3aMUHAACh — a ero JoMa He ObIno... a 9 He goxaancs.

A noHan ero: 6eAHbIV CTapyK, B NEPBbIN pa3 OT poay, MOXET ObiTb, Opocun gena cnyxobl Ans
coBCTBEHHON HaAOBHOCTU, rOBOPS A3bIKOM ByMaXHbIM, — U KaK >xe OH Obln HarpaxaeH!

— OuyeHb Xanb, — ckasan s eMy, — 04eHb Xanb, Makcum MakcumblY, 4TO HaMm O CpoKa Hago
paccTaTbCs.

— 'oe Ham, HeoGpa3oBaHHbLIM CTapykaM, 3a Bamu roHaTbeAl.. Bel Monogexs cBeTckas, ropaas:
eLle noka 3gech, Nog YepKeCcCcKMMU Nynamu, Tak Bbl Tyda-coga... a nocne BCTPETULLLCS, Tak
CTbIAMTECH U PYKY NPOTAHYTb Hawwemy 6pary.

— A He 3acnyxun aTnx ynpekos, Makcum Makcumbly.

— [a s, 3HaeTe, Tak, K CNOBY rOBOPIO: a BIPOYEM, XKernar BaM BCAKOro cHacTuUsa U Becernon JOporu.
Mbl npocTunmch 4oBOMNbHO cyxo. Jobpbii Makcum Makcumbly caenancs ynpsiMbiM, CBapivBbIM
wrabc-kanutaHom! U otyero? OTTOro, 4to NeYvyopuH B paCCeAHHOCTN UK OT APYror NPUYNHBI
NPOTAHYN eMy PYKy, KOrga ToT XOTen KUHYTbCA eMy Ha weto! [[pycTHO BUAeTh, Koraa toHowa
TepsieT ny4ylune CBOU HagexXabl U MeYTbl, Korga npeg HAM oTAeprnBaeTcs po3oBbin doriep, CKBO3b
KOTOPbIN OH CMOTPES Ha [ena u YyBCTBa YenoBeYyeckne, XOTS eCTb Haexaa, YTO OH 3aMeHUT
cTapble 3abnyXaeHnst HOBbIMWU, HE MEHEE NPOXOAALLMMMN, HO 3aTO HE MeHee cnagkumu... Ho yem
nx 3ameHuTb B neta Makcuma Makcumbliva? NoHeBoNe cepaue o4epcTBeEeT U Aylla 3aKpoeTCs. ..



A yexan oguH.



>KypHan lNeyopuHa



[Mpegucnosue

HepasHo g y3Han, yto lNeyvopuH, Bo3Bpawasck 13 lNepcuun, ymep. 3TO U3BECTUE MEHS OYEHb
o6pafoBano: OHO AaBario MHe NpaBo NevataTtb 3TK 3anncKn, N 9 BOCMOMb30Bancs cryyaem
NOCTaBUTb UMS Hag, Yy>XMM npousBegeHuem. [an bor, 4Tob untatenn meHsa He Hakasanu 3a Takou
HEBUHHbIN nognor!

Tenepb S JOMKEH HECKONBbKO 0OBACHUTBL MPUYUHBI, NOBYyANBLUME MeHsA npeaaTb nybnuke
cepaeyHble TanHbl YeNnoBeKa, KOTOPOro s HMKorga He 3Han. [Jobpo 6kl 4 6bin ewe ero gpyrom:
KOBapHasa HECKPOMHOCTb UCTUHHOIO Apyra NOHATHA KaXX4oMY; HO 1 BUAEN ero TOMbKO pa3 B MOEN
Xn3HW Ha BonbLIoOW aopore, crnegoBaTeNbHO, HE MOTy NUTaTb K HEMY TON HEN3BACHUMOW
HEeHaBWUCTW, KOTOpasi, TasiCb NOA NMUYUHOI APYXObl, OXnaaeT TONbKO CMEPTU UMW HECHACTUS
ntobrmoro npeameTa, YTob paspasnTbCa Hag ero rofloBO rpagoM yNpeKkoB, COBETOB, HAaCMELLEK
N coXaneHun.

MepeunTbiBas 9TM 3anucku, 9 ybegmnca B UICKPEHHOCTM TOro, KTO Tak 6ecnowagHo BbICTaBNsAnN
Hapy>Xy cobcTBEHHbIE cnabocTn n NOpokK. Mictopusa gyLumn 4enoBeyveckon, XoTa 6bl CaMor MENKOM
Aywn, easa ny He NobonbITHEE N HE NONe3Hee UCTOPUK Lenoro Hapoaa, oCo6eHHO Korga oHa —
cneacTeue HabngeHnn yma 3penoro Hag camum coboro 1 Korga oHa nucaHa 6e3 TLecnaBHOro
XXenaHus Bo3byanTb yyactme unu yaueneHue. Mcnosegb Pycco nmeet yxxe He4oCTaTokK, YTO OH
yuTan ee CBOUM APY3bsM.

WTak, ogHO >xenaHne nonb3bl 3aCTaBUIIO MEHA HanevaTaTb OTPbIBKU U3 XXypHara, A0CTaBLIerocs
MHe crny4anHo. XOTS S nepeMeHnn Bce COGCTBEHHbIE MMEHA, HO T€, O KOTOPbIX B HEM rOBOPUTCS,
BEPOSATHO cebsi y3HAIOT, U, MOXET OblTb, OHM HAWAYT ONpaBOaHUA NOCTyNKam, B KOTOPbIX 4O Cen
nopbl 0OBUHANN YenoBeKa, YK€ He UMEIOLLEro OTHbIHE HUYEro obLero ¢ 3geLHNM MUPOM: Mbl
noyTn BCerga U3BMHAEM TO, YTO NOHUMAEM.

£ nomecTnn B 9TOM KHUre TONbKO TO, YTO OTHOCKAOCH K NnpebbiBaHus MNMevoprHa Ha KaBkase; B
MOMX pyKax ocTanach elle Tosnictad TeTpagb, rae OH pacckasbliBaeT BCHO XU3Hb CBOW. Koraa-
HMOYAb U OHa ABMTCS Ha CyA CBEeTa; HO Tenepb 9 He CMeI0 B3SITb Ha cebs 9Ty OTBETCTBEHHOCTb MO
MHOIMM BaXXHbIM NPUYNHAM.

MoxeT BbITb, HEKOTOPbIE YMTaTENM 3aXOTAT Y3HaTb MOe MHEHUe 0 xapaktepe NeyopuHa? — Mo
OTBET — 3arnasue 3Ton KHUru. «[la a1o 3nas MpoHuA!» — ckaxyT oHU. — He 3Hato.



|. TamaHb

TamaHb — caMbll CKBEPHbIN FOPOAMULLKO U3 BCEX NPUMOPCKUX ropogos Poccuun. A Tam 4yTb-4yTb
He ymep C ronoaa, aa eule B 406aBOK MEHSA XOTENM YTONUTb. A npuexan Ha nepeknagHom
Tenexke No3gHO HOYbLI. AMLLMK OCTAHOBUI YCTany TPOWKY Y BOPOT €AUHCTBEHHOIO KAMEeHHOro
Aoma, 4To npuv Bbesae. YacoBon, YepHOMOPCKUI Ka3ak, YCrbllaB 3BOH KOMOKOMbYMKa, 3aKpuyan
CMNPOCOHbA ANKMM ronocoM: «KTo naget?» Boiwen ypsagHuK n gecatHuk. A um obbsacHun, 4To A
oduuep, eqy B 4ENCTBYOWMI OTPSAS NO Ka3eHHON HAaJoBHOCTKU, U cTan TpeboBaTb KA3EeHHYHO
kBapTupy. [lecatHuk Hac nosen no ropoay. K kotopown nsbe Hu1 nogbenem — 3aHsta. bbino
XONOAHO, 9 TPM HOYM He cnasn, U3My4uncs U HaunHan cepautbes. «Begn meHs kyga-Hnbyab,
pa3bonHuK! XOTb K 4epTy, TONbKO K MecTy!» — 3akpudan 4. «kEcTb ewe ogHa datepa, — oTBeyan
AECATHUK, NOYECbIBas 3aTbIfIOK, — TONbKO Bawemy 6naropoaunto He MOHPaBUTCS; Tam HEYUCTO!»
He noHsB TOYHOro 3HaveHns NocneaHero crnoBa, 8 Benen eMy naty Bnepes v nocne gosnroro
CTPaHCTBOBAHMS MO rpsA3HbIM Nepeykam, rae no CTopoHam s BUAEN OOHU TONbKO BETXME 3abopbl,
Mbl noagbexanu K HebonbLon xate Ha camom Bepery mopsi.

[MonHbIN MecsL CBETUN Ha KaMbILLOBYHO KpbILwy 1 6enble CTEHbl MOEro HOBOTO XUnuula; Ha ABOpe,
o6BegeHHOM orpagon 1u3 ByrnbikHMKA, CToANa n3boyachb Apyras nadyxxka, MeHee n opeBHee
nepeoii. beper 06pbIBOM CnycKancsa K MOPHO NOYTU y CaMbiX CTEH €€, 1 BHU3Y ¢ 6ecnpepbiBHbIM
pPOMNOTOM NecKanncb TEMHO-CMHUE BOSHbI. JTyHa TMXO cmoTpena Ha 6eCnoKOMHY0, HO MOKOPHYHO
el CTUXMIo, N 1 MOr pasnnynTb Npu CBETE ee, faneko oT 6epera, ABa kopabns, KOTOPbIX YepHbIEe
cHactn, nogobHO nayTvHe, HENOABWXKHO pucoBanucb Ha 6negHon Yepte HebocknoHa. «Cyaa B
NPUCTaHn eCcTb, — NoAyMan s, — 3aBTpa OTNPaBoChb B [ €NeHIKNK.

[Mpn MHe ncnpaBnan OMKHOCTb AEHLUMKa NMMHENCKUIA Ka3aK. BenesB emy BbINOXUTb YeModaH 1
OTNYCTUTb U3BO34MKa, S CTan 3BaTb XO35MHA — MOMYaT; CTy4y — Mofn4yar... 4YTo 3T10? HakoHel, 13
CEeHel BbINON3 MarbyuK neT YeTblpHaguaTu.

« e xo3anH?» — «Hemay. — «Kak? coBcem HeTy?» — «CoBcumy. — «A xo3anka?» — «lMoburna B
cnoboaky». — «KTo xe MHe oTonpeT ABepb?» — cKasan s, yaapve B Hee Horot. [1Bepb cama
OTBOpUIach; N3 XxaTbl NOBEANO CbIPOCTLIO. A 3aCBETUIT CEPHYIO CMNYKY U NOAHEC ee K HOCY
Manb4MKa: oHa o3apuna gsa 6enble rnasa. OH Obin cnenow, COBEPLUEHHO CNenon oT NPUPOAbI.
OH cTosAN nepeno MHOK HEMOABWXKHO, U S HAYarn paccMmaTpuBaTb YepTbl ero nuua.

Mpun3Hatoch, A Me cunbHoe NpeaybexaeHne NPoTUB BCEX CRENbIX, KPUBLIX, MYXMX, HEMbIX,
GesHorunx, 6e3pykumx, ropbartbix 1 Npod. A 3amevan, YTo Bcerfga ectb Kakoe-To CTpaHHoe
OTHOLLIEHME MeXAY HaPYXHOCTbIO YenoBeKa M ero AyLOK: Kak ByaTo ¢ noTepeto YneHa aywa
TepsieT kakoe-HMbyab YyBCTBO.

WTak, 1 Hayan paccmaTpuBaTb NMLO CNENOro; HO YTO MpUKaxeTe NpoYnTaTb Ha nNuue, y KOToporo
HeT rnas? [Jonro a rnagen Ha Hero ¢ HebonNbLUMM CoXaneHneMm, Kak BApPYr easa npMMeTHas
ynblbka npobexana no TOHKUM rybam ero, u, He 3Hal OT4ero, oHa Npouseena Ha MeHs camoe
HenpuaTHoe BrnevaTtneHue. B ronose moen poaunock Nogo3peHne, YTo 3TOT CNenon He Tak crerl,
Kak OHO KaXkeTcs; HanpacHo s ctapancy yBepuTtb cebsi, 4To 6enbmbl nogaenaTs HEBO3MOXHO, Aa
N C Kakow Lenbio? Ho 4To genatb? A 4acTo CKINOHEH K npeaybexaeHusmMm. . .

«Tbl XO3ANCKNIA CbIH?» — CNPOCKN 5 ero HakoHewl,. — «Hu». — «KT0 xe ToI?» — «CupoTa, yborom». —
«A'y X03a1Kkn ecTb AeTn?» — «Hu; 6bina goyb, Aa yTukna 3a mope ¢ TaTapuHomy. — «C Kakum
TaTapuHoM?» — «A B1C ero 3HaeT! KPpbIMCKUI TaTapuH, NOA0YHMK U3 Kepuny».



£ B3owen B xaTy: ABe NaBku 1 CTOM, Ja OrpOMHbIN CyHAYK BO3Me nevn cCoCTaBnanu BCKO ero
mebenb. Ha cteHe HM ogHoro obpasa — aypHoin 3Hak! B pa3butoe cTekno BpbiBancst MOPCKOM
BeTep. A BbITawmn n3 YemogaHa BOCKOBOW Orapok 1, 3aCBETUB ero, CTan packnaabiBaTb BeELLN,
noCcTaBwWi B Yron LWAaLIKy U py>Xbe, MMCTONETbI MNOMOXWA Ha CTOM, pa3ocTtnan 6ypky Ha naske,
Ka3ak CBOO Ha pYyrou; yepes AecAaTb MUHYT OH 3axpanern, HO S He MOr 3aCHyTb: nepeao MHOM BO
Mpake BCe BEPTENCS Marbyuk ¢ 6enbiMu rnasamu.

Tak npoLuno okono vyaca. Mecsy, cBeTun B OKHO, 1 Ny4 ero urpars no 3eMnsaHoMy nosny xatbl.
Bopyr Ha saipkon nonoce, nepecekatoLlen nos, NpoMenbkHyna TeHb. A npuBcTan v B3rnsHyn B
OKHO: KTO-TO BTOPUYHO npobexan Mnmo ero u ckpbinica bor 3HaeT kyaa. A He mor nonaratb, 4Tob
370 cywecTBo cbexano no otBecy 6epera; 0AHAKO MHaYe emy Hekyaa Obino gesaTtbea. A BcTan,
HaKMHyn 6elmeT, onosican KMHXarn u TMXO-TUXO BbILEN U3 XaTbl; HABCTPEYY MHe crenomn
ManbuuK. A nputamnca y 3abopa, 1 OH BEPHOW, HO OCTOPOXXHOWM NOCTYMbIO NPOLLEN MUMO MEHS.
Moa MbILLKOW OH HEC KaKoW-TO Y3ern, 1 MOBEPHYB K MPUCTaHW, CTan CryckaTbCs MO Y3KOM U KPYTOW
TpornuvHke. «B TOT AeHb HeMble BO3ONUIOT U Crnenble Npo3paTy», — nogyman s, cnegys 3a HAM B
TakoM pacCTosiHuM, 4TOb He TepsiTb ero n3 BMaa.

Mexay Tem nyHa Hayana ogeBaTbCs Ty4aMun U Ha MOpe NOOHANCA TyMaH; eBa CKBO3b HErO
cBeTuncs ooHapb Ha Kopme GnvxkHero kopabns; y 6epera ceepkana neHa BanyHOB, EXXEMUHYTHO
rPo34LmMX ero NoToNUTb. S, C TPyAOM CnycKasachb, NpobuMpancs no KpyTu3He, 1 BOT BUXKY: CNeENou
NPUOCTaHOBMUICH, MOTOM MOBEPHYST HU30M HanNpPaBO; OH LWeN Tak 6M3ko OT BOAbI, YTO Ka3anocs,
ceryac BOSiHa ero CXBaTuUT U YHECET, HO BUOHO, 3TO Obina He nepeas ero nNporynka, cyas no
YBEPEHHOCTM, C KOTOPOW OH CTynarn ¢ KaMHSI Ha KameHb 1 n3beran pblTBUH. HakoHeL, OH
ocTaHoBWICS, ByATO NPMCNYLUMBASCh K YEMY-TO, MPUCEN Ha 3EMIII0 1 NONOXNN Bo3ne ceba y3en.
A Habnrogan 3a ero ABMXEHUAMM, CNPATaBLUMCE 3a BblaaBLuetocs ckanoto 6epera. CnycTa
HECKONbKO MUHYT C MPOTMBOMOSIOXHOW CTOPOHbI NOKa3anacb 6enasa urypa; oHa nogowuna K
cnenomy un cena Bo3ne Hero. Betep no BpemeHam NpMHOCUIT MHE UX pasroBop.

— YT0, Cnenon? — ckasan XXeHCKWI ronoc, — bypsi cunbHa. SHKO He ByaeT.

— AHKO He BouTcsa Bypu, — oTBEYan ToT.

— TymaH rycteeT, — BO3pa3suin ONATb XEHCKUIN rofoc C BbipaXeHneM rneyarnmu.

— B TymaHe ny4we npobpatbCst MMMO CTOPOXEBbLIX CYA0B, — Obln OTBET.

— A ecnv oH yTOHET?

— Hy 4T0 X? B BOCKpeceHbe Thbl NonaeLlb B LLlepKOBb 6€3 HOBOWM NEHTHI.

[MocnepoBano Mmon4aHue; MeHs, OAHaKO NOpPa3nno OA4HO: Criernon rosopus CO MHOK
ManopoCCUNCKUM Hapednem, a Tenepb U3bACHSNCA YNCTO MO-PYCCKM.

— Buguweb, g npas, — ckasan onsaTb Crnenown, yagapus B NagoLwwm, — AHKO He 6onTca HU MOpS, HX
BETPOB, HN TyMaHa, HM GeperoBbiX CTOPOXKEN; 9TO HE BoAaA MNIeLLeT, MeHst He oOMaHelb, — 3TO
ero ANMHHbIe Becna.

YKeHwmHa Bckoumna u ctana BCcMaTpmBaTthbCs B AaNb C BUAOM GeCnokoncTaa.

— Tl 6peguub, cnenown, — ckasana oHa, — 9 HAYEro He BUXY.

[Mpr3HaOCh, CKONBKO S HU CTaparncs pasnuunTb Boaneke Yto-HMbyab Hanogobue nogku, Ho
GesycnelwHo. Tak NpPoLno MUHYT AECATb; M BOT NoKasanacb Mexay ropaMmu BOSH YepHas TOYKa;
OHa TO yBenu4yMBanacb, To yMeHbllanacb. MeaneHHo nogHMmasch Ha XpebTbl BOSIH, BbICTPO
cnyckasicb € HuX, npubnumkanack K 6epery nogka. OtsaxeH 6bin1 NNOBeL, PELUMBLUNNCA B TaKyHO



HOYb NYCTUTLCA Yepes NPOSMB Ha pacCTOSAHUE ABaJuaTN BEPCT, N BaXKHas JOMKHA ObiTb
npuymHa, ero kK Tomy nobyamewas! [lymas tak, 9 ¢ HeBonbHOM BueHnem cepaua rnagen Ha
GenHyo NoaKy; HO OHa, Kak yTKa, Hblpsina u NoToMm, 6bICTPO B3MaxHyB Becnamu, 6yaTo KpblibsMu,
BbICKakuBasna u3 nponactu cpeau 6pbi3roB neHbl; U BOT, 4 AyMarn, OHa yaaputca ¢ pasamaxa 06
Geper n pasneTutca sapebesrn; HO OHa NOBKO NOBEPHYyNacb 6OKOM M BCKOYMNa B ManeHbKyto
OyxTy HeBpeauma. V13 Hee BblleN YenoBeK CpeaHero pocTa, B Tatapckon 6apaHben wanke; oH
MaxHyJ PyKOt0, N BCE TPOE NPUHANINCH BbITACKMBATL YTO-TO U3 NOAKK; rPpy3 Obln Tak BEMMWK, YTO S
A0 CUX NOp He NOHUMatD, Kak OHa He NOTOoHyna. B3aB Ha nneyvn kaxabiv No y3ny, OHW NyCTUNNCH
BOONb Mo Gepery, 1 CKopo s noTepsan nx u3 enaa. Hago 6bino BepHyTbCA 4OMOM; HO, NPU3HAKOCB,
BCE 3TN CTPAHHOCTU MEHSA TPEBOXUIU, U S HACUIY goxaancs yTpa.

Kasak mow 6bln 04eHb yaMBneH, Kkoraa, NPOCHYBLUMCE, YBMAEN MEHSA COBCEM OLETOrO; S eMY,

O HaKoO X, He ckasan NpuyuHbl. MonboBaBLLIMCE HECKONbKO BpEMEHM U3 OKHa Ha ronyboe Hebo,
yCesiHHOe pa3opBaHHbIMM obnayvkamu, Ha ganbHun 6eper Kpbima, KOTOpbIN TAHETCA NNNOBOM
MosioCoON N KOHYaeTCs YyTeCcoM, Ha BepLUnHe koero beneetca maayHas baluHs, S oTNpaBuca B
KpenocTb ®aHaroputo, YTOO y3HaTb OT KOMEHAAHTa O Yace Moero oTbe3aa B [eneHmKuK.

Ho, yBbl; KOMEHOAHT HAYEro He MOr cka3aTb MHe pelwunTenbHoro. Cyaa, ctoswme B NpUCTaHu,
ObINN BCE — UMK CTOPOXKEBbLIE, NN Kynevyeckne, KOTopble eLle AaXe HE HauYnMHanM Harpy>KaTbCsl.
«MoxeT 6bITb, OHA Yepe3 Tpu, YeTbipe NpuaeT NoYTOBOE CYAHO, CKa3dan KOMEeHAaHT, — 1 Toraa —
Mbl YBUOUM». S BEPHYNCA OMOW yrpiomM 1 cepanTt. MeHsa B ABEPSIX BCTPETUN Ka3ak Mo C
ncnyraHHbIM fULOM.

— MNnoxo, Bawe 6Gnaropoane! — ckazan oOH MHe.

— [a, 6paT, bor 3HaeT korga mbl oTctoga yegem! — TyT oH eLye 6onbLe BCTPEBOXMUIICA U,
HaKIMOHACb KO MHe, cKasan LenoToM:

— 3pecb HeuuncTo! A BCTpeTnn cerogHs Y4epHOMOPCKOro ypsigHUKa, OH MHe 3HakoM — Obin
NpOLLIOro roga B oTpsae, Kak a1 eMy ckasan, rae Mbl OCTaHOBUANCH, @ OH MHe: «3aech, bpar,
HeuncTo, nogn Hepobpole!..» [la n B camom gene, 4Yto 3TO 3a cnenow! xoguT Be3ae OAuH, U Ha
6a3sap, 3a xnebom, 1 3a BOAOW... YK BUOHO, 34eCb K 3TOMY MPUBbLIKIN.

— [a 4To X? No KpanHen Mepe nokasanacb Nn xo3anka?

— CerogH4a 6e3 Bac npuwna ctapyxa u ¢ Hein Joub.

— Kakasa go4vb? Y Hee HeT goyepu.

— A bor ee 3HaeT, KTO OHa, KONu He 04b; a BOH CTapyxa CcuauT Tenepb B CBOEW xaTe.

£ B3owen B navyxky. [Neyb 6bina xxapko HaTonneHa, 1 B Hert Bapuncs ob6eq, 4OBOMbHO
POCKOLWHbIN Ana 6egHakoB. CTapyxa Ha BCe MOV BONPOCHI OTBEeYarna, YTo OHa rnyxasl, He CribILUKT.
UTo 6bIN0 € Hen genatb? A obpatunca K cnenomy, KOTopbii cuaen nepea neybto 1 Noaknaabisan
B OrOHb XBOPOCT. «Hy-Ka, cnenon 4epTeHoK, — cKkasan s, B3B ero 3a yxo, — roBopw, Kyaa Tbl
HOYbIO Tackarcs c y3nom, a?» Baopyr mou cnenou 3annakan, 3akpuyan, 3aoxan: «Kyabl 9 xoame?..
HWKYObl HE XOOMB... C y3rnoM? skum y3nom?» CTapyxa Ha 3TOT pas ycnblilwana n ctana Bop4yaTb:
«BoT BblgyMbIBaIOT, Aa ewle Ha ybororo! 3a 4To Bbl €r0? 4YTO OH Bam caenan?» MHe aTo Hagoeno,
N 9 Bbllen, TBEPAO PEeLUMBLLMCH JOCTAaTb KITOY 3TOW 3aragKu.

£ 3aBepHyncsa B Bypky 1 cen y 3abopa Ha KameHb, NornaapiBas Baans; nepeao MHOW TAHYNOCh
HO4YHOLO Bypeto B3BOSIHOBAHHOE MOpPE, M O4HO0OpPa3HbIN LWYyM ero, NogobHbI ponoTy
3acblnaroLerocs ropoga, HanoMHUN MHe CTapble rofbl, NepeHec MO MbICIN Ha CeBep, B HaLly



XONnoAHyto ctonuuy. BonHyembli BoCnoMUHaHUAMU, S 3abbincsa... Tak NpoLwsio OKOo Yyaca, MoxXeT
ObITb M Bonee... Bapyr 4TO-TO NOX0OXXee Ha NECHI0 MOPa3nno Mon Cnyx. TOYHO, 3TO Gbina NecHs, u
YXEHCKUI, CBEXUWN rofnocok, — HO oTkyaa?.. [Npucnyumealocb — HaneB CTapyHHBINA, TO MPOTSXXHbLIA K
nevanbHbIn, TO ObICTPLIN K X1BOW. OrnaabIBalOCb — HAKOrO HET KPYroM; NPUCHyLLMBAKOChL CHOBA —
3BYKM Kak ByaTo nagatot ¢ Heba. A nogHan rnasa: Ha Kpbilwe XaTbl MOen cTosna AeByLUKa B
nonocaTtom nraTtbe ¢ pacnyLieHHbIMU KOCaMu, HacToswas pycarnka. 3awuTue rnasa nagoHbio oT
ny4yen corHua, oHa npucTanbHO BCMaTpmBanach B Jarnb, TO CMesnachk 1 paccyxjarna cama c
cobon, To 3anesana CHoBa NECHIO.
£ 3anoMHMN 3Ty NecHro OT crioBa A0 CroBa:

Kak o BosnbHovi BOMoLLKe —

o 3eneHy mopio,

Xogsat Bce kopabnvku

bernonapycHukn.

lMpomex Tex kopabrvkos

Mos nogoyka,

Jlogka HecHalyeHHas,

JByxBeceribHasi.

byps nb pasbirpaetcs —

Crapbie kopabnvku

[MpunoabIMyT KpbIfbILLKY,

Mo mopro pasmedyrcs.

CTtaHy MOpIo KraHsATbCS

A HU3EXOHBKO:

«YXX He TPOHb Thl, 3/510€ MOope,

Moto rnogoyky:

Besert mosi nogoyka

Bewyn gparoyeHHsle.

[lpaBuT eto B TeMHy HOYb

byviHasi ronosyLuka».
MHe HEeBONbHO NPULLSIO Ha MbICSb, YTO HOYbIO S ChbILWAN TOT e rofoc; 8 Ha MUHYTY 3agymarcs,
N Korga cCHoBa MOCMOTPEN Ha Kpbilly, AeBYLUKM TaM yXX He 6bino. Bapyr oHa npobexana Mmmo
MEHS, HaneBas YTO-TO ApYyroe, 1, NoWenkMBasa nansuyamm, Bbexana Kk ctapyxe, U TyT Havarncs
mexay Humm crnop. Ctapyxa cepannacb, OHa FpOMKO xoxoTana. M BoT Buxy, 6exut onaTb
BAPUMNPbLIKKY MOS YHOMHA: MOPaBHSABLUMCL CO MHOMW, OHA OCTaHOBUIacb 1 NPUCTanbHO
nocMoTperna MHe B rnasa, kak 6yaTo yamMBneHHas MOUM NPUCYTCTBMEM; MOTOM HEBPEXHO
obGepHynach M TMXO nowna K NpucTaHn. OTUM HEe KOHYMIOCh: Lenbli AeHb OHa BepTenacb OKOMOo
MOEeW KBapTupbl; NEHbE U NpbIraHbe He npekpaltanucb HU Ha MuHyTy. CTpaHHoe cywectso! Ha
nvue ee He BbINo HMKaKMUX NpU3HaKkoB 6e3ymus; HanpoTuB., rnasa ee ¢ 6onKor
NPOHMLATENbHOCTLIO OCTaHABNMBANMCh HA MHE, U 3TW rNasa, ka3anocb, 6biM ogapeHbl Kakok-To
MarHeTU4eCKO BNacTblo, U BCAKUIA pa3 OHKM Kak ByaTo Obl kganu Bonpoca. Ho TonbKo 4 HaynHan
roBOpuTb, OHa yberana, KoBapHO ynblbasichb.
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MNoa Beyep, oCcTaHOBMB ee B ABEPSIX, 1 3aBEN C HEK CreayoLnin pa3roBop.

— «Ckaxu-ka MHe, KpacaBuua, — CNpoCcun s, — YTO Tbl Aernana cerogHsa Ha Kposne?» — «A
cMoTpena, OTKkyaa BeTep ayet». — «3adem 1ebe?» — «OTkyaa BeTep, oTTyAa U cHacTbe». — « 410
Xe? pasBe Tbl NecHelo 3a3blBarna cyactbe?» — «[ 4e noeTcq, TamMm U cHaCTIMBUTCA» . — «A Kak
HepaBHO Hanoewb cebe rope?» — «Hy 4To X? rae He ByaeT nydwe, Tam BygeT xyxe, a oT xyaa Ao
Aobpa onsatb Heganeko». — «KTo xe Tebs Bblyuun 3Ty NecHio?» — « HUKTO He Bbly4nn; B3gyMaeTcs
— 3arolo; KOMY ycCrnblXaTb, TOT YCMbILWWT; @ KOMY HE AOIIKHO CribllWaTth, TOT HE MOMMET». — «A Kak
Tebs 30BYT, MOS NEBYHbA?» — «KTO KpecTun, TOT 3HaeT». — «A KTO kpecTun?» — «loyemy s
3HaK?» — «3OKas cKpblTHas! a BOT A koe-4To npo Tebs y3Han». (OHa He n3ameHunacs B nuue, He
nowesenbHyna rybamm, kak 6yato He 06 Hel geno). «4 y3Han, 4To Tbl BYEpa HOYbIO XOAMMa Ha
Geper». N TyT 9 04eHb BaXXHO nepeckasan en Bce, YTo Buaen, Aymas CMyTutb ee — Humano! OHa
3axoxoTana Bo Bce roprno. «MHoro Bugenu, na mano 3HaeTe, Tak AepXuTe nog 3aMo4KoM». — «A
ecnu 6 4, Hanpyumep, B3gymarn JOHECTU KOMEHOAHTY?» — U TYT A caenan OYeHb CepbesHyto, Aaxe
cTporyto MuHy. OHa BOpYr MpbIrHyna, 3anena n cKkpbinack, Kak nTuyka, BbliMyrHyTas U3 KyctapHuka.
MNocnegHue mon cnosa GbINM BOBCE HE Y MeCTa, A Toraa He nogo3peBarn UX BaXXHOCTU, HO
BMOCNEeACTBUN UMES CryYan B HUX PacKasiTbCs.

Tonbko YTO CMepKanoch, A BErern Ka3aky HarpeTb YanHWK No-noxogHoOMY, 3aCBETUIT CBeYY U cen 'y
cTona, NoKypuBas u3 JOPOXHOWN TPYBKK. YK 1 3aKkaHuYMBan BTOPOWN CTakaH 4asi, Kak BApYyr ABepb
CKPbINHYyna, NerkMin Wopox nnaTtbs U Waros Nocnbiwancsa 3a MHOW; S B3ApOrHyn n obepHyncs, —
TO 6bINa OHa, Most yHAMHa! OHa cena NpoTMB MeHHA TUXO U 6e3MONBHO N yCTpemMuna Ha MeHs
rnasa CBou, U He 3Hal0 NoYemy, HO 3TOT B30P MOKa3arcs MHe YyHO-HEXEH; OH MHE HanoMHUIN
OOVH 13 Tex B3rnagoB, KOTOpble B CTapble rofbl Tak CaMoOBNAaCTHO Urpanu Moeto xun3Hbto. OHa,
Kasanocb, xaana Bonpoca, HO 1 Monyarl, NofHbIA HEM3bACHUMOro cMmyLLeHus. Juuo ee 6bino
MOKPbLITO Tycknon 6neaHoOCTb0, N306nMYaBLLEN BONHEHUE AyLIEBHOe; pyka ee 6e3 uenun 6poavna
Mo CTONy, 1 A 3aMeTUN Ha HeW Nerkini TpeneT; rpyab ee TO BbICOKO NogHUMarach, To, Ka3anocs,
OHa yaepxuBana gblxaHve. 3Ta KOMeausi HauMHana MeHs HagoeaaTb, U 1 TOTOB Obin NpepBaThb
Mofn4aHue cambiM Npo3anvyeckum obpasom, TO eCTb NPEANIOKNTb €A CTakaH Yas, Kak BApYr OHa
BCKOuYMna, 06BuMNa pykamm Moo LLED, 1 BRaXHbI, OTHEHHbIW Nouenyn npo3sy4van Ha rybax Moux.
B rnmasax y MeHs nOTeMHeno, rofioBa 3akpy>Xunachb, s Cxarn ee B MOMX 00BbATUAX CO BCEI CUIOKD
IOHOLLIECKOM CTPacCTW, HO OHa, Kak 3Mesl, CKOIMb3Hyra Mexay MOMMW pyKamu, LLIENHYB MHE Ha YXO:
«HbIHYe HOYbIO, KaK BCE YCHYT, BbIXOAM Ha 6eper», — n CTPENo BbICKOYMUA U3 KOMHaTbl. B ceHsix
OHa ONPOKMHYMa YarHUK 1 CBeYy, CTOSIBLUYIO Ha nony. « ko Bec-geBkal» — 3akpuyan kasak,
PacnonoXuBLLMICA Ha COMNOME N MeYTaBLUMIN COrpeTbCsa ocTaTkaMmm 4asi. TONbKo TyT A
OMOMHUICS.

Yaca 4epes gBa, Korga BCce Ha NpuMcTaHn yMOIKIo, 8 pa3byaun ceoero kasaka. «Ecnu s
BbICTPENO U3 NNCTONEeTa, — cka3an s emy, — To 6ern Ha 6eper». OH BbiNy4un rnasa u
MalLMHanbHo oTBeYvan: «Cnywato, Bawe 6naropogue». S 3aTkHyn 3a NOAC NUCTONET U BbiLUen.
Ona poxunganacb MeHs Ha Kpato crycka; ee ogexaa bbina 6onee Hexenu nerkas, HebonbLLON
nnaTok onosicbiBan ee rubkuin cTaH.



«aonte 3a mHOW!» — cka3zana oHa, B35IB MEHS 3a PYKY, U Mbl CTanu cnyckaTbcs. He noHumalo, Kak
A1 He cnomun cebe Wwewn; BHN3Y Mbl MOBEPHYNM HANpPaBO M NOLLNKM NO TOW e Aopore, rAe HakaHyHe
S cnegosan 3a crienbiM. Mecsu elle He BCTaBan, U TONbKO ABE 3BE3404KM, KaK ABa
crnacuTenbHble Maska, CBepKann Ha TEMHO-CMHEM cBoAe. Tspkenble BOSIHbl MEPHO U POBHO
KaTUnNucb odHa 3a Apyron, easa npunogbiMasi O4UHOKYIO NMOAKY, NpuyaneHHyto Kk 6epery.
«Bsongem B noaky», — ckasana mMosi cnyTHuUa; s konebancs, 9 He OXOTHWUK 4O CEHTUMEHTarbHbIX
MPOrynok No Mopto; HO OTCTynaTh ObINo He Bpema. OHa NpbIrHyna B JIOAKY, S 3@ HEWN, N He ycnen
eLle ONOMHUTBCS, Kak 3aMeTus, YTO Mbl NNbIBEM. «YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?» — cKasan s cepauTo. «3ATo
3Ha4uT, — OTBEYarna oHa, caxas MeHs1 Ha CKaMbto 1 06BMB MOW CTaH pyKamu, — 3TO 3HAYMIT, 4TO A
Tebsa nobnio...» U weka ee npmxanacb K MOEN, N NOYYBCTBOBAS Ha NLE MOEM €€ NiaMeHHoe
AblxaHue. Baopyr 4To-TO WYyMHO ynano B BOAY: S XBaTb 3a NosiC — nuctoneTta HeT. O, TyT yxacHoe
noAo3peHne 3akpanocb MHe B AyLly, KPOBb XfblHyNna MHe B ronosy!.. OrnaabiBatocb — Mbl OT
Gepera OKono NATUAECATU CaXeH, a 1 He ymeto nnaeaTtb! Xo4vy ee OTTONKHYTb OT cebs — OHa Kak
KOLUKa BLienunachb B MOI ogexay, U BAPYr CUbHbIA TONYOK eABa He COpPOCUN MeHsi B MOpe.
JNopka 3akavyanacb, HO 1 CMpaBUIICs, U MeXay HaMmu Havyanacb oT4yasiHHasa 6opbba; 6eleHCTBO
npuaaBasno MHe CUMbl, HO 1 CKOPO 3amMeTui, YTO yCTynat MOeMy NPOTUBHUKY B MOBKOCTU... «Hero
Thbl XO4eLlb?» — 3aKpu4an s, Kpenko CxxaB ee ManeHbKMe pyku; nanblbl ee XpycTenu, HO OHa He
BCKPUKHYNa: ee 3MenHasi HaTypa Bblaep)Xana 3Ty MbITKy.

«Tbl BMOEN, — oTBeYana oHa, — Tbl JOHeceLWb!» — N CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBLIM YCUIIMEM NoBanuna
MeHs1 Ha 60pT; Mbl 06a MO NOSIC CBECUMUCH U3 NOAKWU, ee BONOChI Kacanucb BoAbl: MUHYTa Bbina
pewmnTenbHasa. A ynepcsa KONeHKoK B AHO, CXBATUN ee O4HOW PYKOU 3a KOCy, ApYroun 3a ropno,
OHa BbIMyCTWUNa MOKO ogexay, U 9 MTHOBEHHO cOpocun ee B BOSHbI.

Bbino yxxe 4OBONMBLHO TEMHO; rofoBa ee MenbkHyna pasa ABa cpean MOPCKOW NeHbl, U 6onbLue s
HW4ero He Buaan...

Ha gHe noaku s Hawen NONoBUHY CTAapOro Becna v Koe-kak, nocne AOMrMx yeunum, npuyanun K
npuctaHu. MNpobupasice 6eperom k cBoewn xate, 1 HEBONbHO BCMAaTpuBarscs B Ty CTOPOHY, rae
HakaHyHe cnenou goXxugancs HOYHOro NroBLa; fyHa Yyxe Katunacb no Heby,  MHe nokasanoch,
YTO KTO-TO B 6enom cugen Ha Gepery; s nogkpasncs, noactTpekaemblin No6oNbITCTBOM, U Npuner B
TpaBe Hag o6pbiBOM 6epera; BbICYyHYB HEMHOIO rofoBy, 9 MOI XOpOLIO BUAETb C yTeca Bce, 4YTO
BHW3Y [enanocb, U He OYeHb YAMBUIICS, a NOYTHU 0BpagoBancs, y3Has Mot pycanky. OHa
BbbKMMana MOpPCKyto NeHy M3 ANMHHbIX BONIOC CBOMX; MOKpasi pybaluka obpucoBbiBana rubkuii
CTaH ee 1 BbICOKYI0 rpyab. CKOpo nokasanach Bganu nogka, 6uicTpo npubnuannack oHa; U3 Hee,
KaK HakaHyHe, BblILLEeN YenoBeK B TaTapCKOW Liarke, HO CTPUXKEH OH ObiNn No-ka3auku, U 3a
pPEMEHHbBIM NMOSICOM ero Topyan 60nbLIon HOX. «AHKO, — Ckasana oHa, — Bce nponano!» NMNotom
pasroBOp MX NPOAOKaNcsa Tak TUX0, YTO 1 HUYEro He MOr pacchnbliwaTth. «A rae e cnenon?y —
ckasan HakoHel, FAHKO, BO3BbICS rofioc. «5 ero nocnanay, — 6bin oTBeT. Yepes HECKONbKO MUHYT
ABWUSICA U CNENON, Talla Ha CNMHE MELLOK, KOTOPbIN NOMOXUAN B NOAKY.

— Mocnywan, cnenon! — ckasan AHKo, — Tbl 6epern To MecTo... 3Haewb? Tam 6oraTble TOBapbl. ..
CKaXu (UMeHu s He paccnblilwan), 4To 8 emy 6onblue He crnyra; Aena NoLnu Xyao, OH MeHs
BonbLue He yBUAUT; Tenepb OnacHo; noedy uckatb paboTbl B ApYroM MecTe, a eMy YX Takoro
yaanbua He HanuTu. [la ckaxu, kabbl OH nonyylle nnaTtun 3a Tpyapl, Tak u AHKO Obl ero He
MOKWHYIN; a MHe Be3ae Aopora, rae Tonbko BeTep AyeT u mope wymut! — [ocne HekoToporo



Mon4yaHus AHko npogosmkan: — OHa noegeT Co MHOMO; er HeNb3s 34eCb 0CTaBaTbCs; a CTapyxe
CKaXXu, YTO, AeckaTb, Nopa yMUpaTb, 3aKunacb, Hago 3HaTb M YecTb. Hac xe 6onblue He yBUauT.
— A a7 — ckaszan crnenown >anobHbIM royilocoM.

— Ha yto MHe Te6a? — Obin oTBeET.

Mexay Tem Mosi yHAMHA BCKOYMUA B JIOAKY U MaxHyrna TOBapuLLYy PYKOK; OH YTO-TO MOMOXWUI
crnenomy B pyKy, npumonsue: «Ha, kynu cebe npsHMKoBy». — « TONbKO?» — ckasan cnenoin. — «Hy,
BOT Tebe ewey, — 1 ynaBLwasi MOHeTa 3a3BeHenNa, yaapscb 0 kameHb. Cnenown ee He NogHAN.
AHKO cen B noaky, BeTep ayn ot 6epera, OHW NOAHANM ManeHbKnin napyc 1 GbICTPO NOHECTTUCH.
Honro npu cBeTe MecsAua MenbKan napyc Mexay TEMHbIX BOJSIH; CNenon Manb4ymMK TOYHO nrakarn,
ponro, ponro... MHe ctano rpyctHo. M 3a4em 6bIn0 cyabbe KMHYTb MEHSA B MUPHbIN KPYr YECTHbIX
KoHTpabaHamcToB? Kak KameHb, OpOLLEHHbIV B rMaakuii CTOYHUK, 1 BCTPEBOXUI UX CMOKONCTBUE
N, KaK KaMeHb, eBa caM He noLuen Ko gHy!

£ BosBpaTunca gomon. B ceHsix Tpewana goropesLiasa cBeya B JepeBAHHOM Taperke, N Kasak
MO, BOMPEKN NPUKa3aHuIo, crnan Kpenkum CHOM, Aepxa pyxbe obermun pykamu. A ero octasvn B
noKoe, B34s CBeYy 1 nowen B xaTy. YBbl! MOsi LUKaTysKa, Wwallka ¢ cepebpsaHor onpason,
AareCTaHCKUN KUHXan — No4apokK NpusTens — Bce ucyesno. TyT-To A goragarncs, Kakve Bewm
Tawun NPoKNAThIN crnenon. Pa3byans ka3aka AOBOMbHO HEBEXMMBbLIM TONYKOM, 9 no6paHun ero,
nocepguncs, a genatb 66110 Hevero! N He cMeLLHO N GbINo Gbl XXanoBaTbCs HAa4YanbCTBY, YTO
cnenow Manb4nk MeHs obokpar, a BOCbMHaauaTUNEeTHAS AeBYyLUKA YyTb-4yTb HE yTonuna?
Cnasa bory, noytpy aB1nacb BO3MOXHOCTb exaTb, U 1 OCTaBuin TamaHb. YTO cTanock ¢ ctTapyxou
n c 6egHbIM cnenbiM — He 3Hato. [la 1 kakoe Aeno MHe oo pagocTten n 6eaCTBUA YENOBEYECKUX,
MHe, CTpaHCTByloWweMy oduuepy, Aa elle ¢ NogOPOXHOW NO Ka3eHHOW HagobHocTu!..



YacTb BTOpas
(OkoH4aHue xypHana Ne4opuHa)



ll. KhsixkHa Mepun
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12

* % *

CnycTacb B cepeanHy ropoaa, s nowwen 6ynbsBapom, rae BCTPETUI HECKOMbKO neYanbHbIX rpynm,
MeLNeHHO NOAbIMAKOLLUXCH B ropy; TO Oblnn BOMbLUE YacTUIO CEMENCTBA CTEMHbIX MOMELLMKOB;
06 3TOM MOXHO BbINI0 TOTHAC AoragaTbCsA NO UCTEPTLIM, CTAPOMOOHbBIM CIOPTYKaM MY>eK 1 no
N3bICKaHHbIM Haps4aM XeH U oYepen; BUOHO, Y HUX BCS BOAAHAA Monoaexb bbina yxe Ha
nepeyete, NOTOMY YTO OHW Ha MEHS MOCMOTPENN C HEXHbIM NIBONBITCTBOM: NEeTeEPOYyprekunin
MOKPOM CIOpTYyKa BBEN UX B 3abnyxaeHne, HO, CKOPO Y3HaB apMenckue anoneTbl, OHW C
HerogoBaHMEM OTBEPHYIUCH.

YKeHbl MeCTHbIX BnacTen, Tak ckasaTb XO3ankn BoA, 6binv 6narocknoHHee; y HUX eCTb NIOPHETHI,
OHW MeHee obpallaloT BHUMaHMS Ha MyHAMP, OHY NPUBbLIKNM Ha KaBkase BcTpeyaTb NoA
HYMEepPOBaHHOW NyroBuLEN MNbINIKOE cepaue u nog 6enon ypaxkon o6pasoBaHHbIv M. OTU Aambl
OYeHb MUnbl; U 4onro Mmunbl! Beaknii rog nx oboxaTtenu CMEHATCA HOBbIMUY, U B 3TOM-TO, MOXET
ObITb, CEKPET MX HEyTOMUMOWN Ntobe3HocTU. MNogbiMasach Mo y3Kon TponuHke K EnnsaBeTnHcKkomy
NCTOYHUKY, 9 060rHan Tonmny My>X4WH, LUTATCKUX N BOEHHbIX, KOTOPbIE, KaK S y3Harn nocre,
COCTaBMnAT 0CODEHHbIN Knacc noaen Mexay Yarwmnmm asmkeHns soabl. OHY NbOT — O4HAKO He
BOAY, rYNS0T Marno, BOroYaTcs TONIbKO MMMOXOLOM; OHU UrpatoT 1 KanykTcs Ha CKyKy. OHu
dopaHTbI: ONyckasi CBOW OnsfieTeHHbIN CTakaH B KONOAeL, KUCITOCEPHOW BOAbI, OHU NPUHUMAIOT
akagemuyeckue nosbl: LUTaTCKMEe HOCAT CBETNO-ronybble rancTtykun, BOEHHbIE BbINMyCKaOT U3-3a
BOpOTHMKa 6pbihkn. OHM ncnoBeabliBatoT rnybokoe npespeHne K NpoBUHLMANbHbIM OMaM U
B34bIXal0T O CTONNYHbIX apUCTOKPATUYECKNX FOCTUHbIX, KyAa UX He MyCcKatoT.

HakoHel BOT 1 konogel... Ha nnowaake 6113 Hero NOCTPOEH AOMUK C KpaCHOW KpOBNeEK Hag
BaHHOW, a noganbLue ranepes, rae ryndaioT Bo Bpems 4oxaa. Heckonbko paHeHbIx ouuepos
cvaenu Ha naeke, nogobpas KOCTbINKW, — 6negHble, rpyCTHble. HECKONMbKO Aam CKOPbIMU LWaramum
Xoaunu B3ag v Brnepep no nnowlagke, oxvaaa aenctens sod. Mexay Humm 6b1num gBa-Tpu
XOpOLUEHbKMX nnyumka. Mo BuHOrpagHeiMy annesmm, Nokpbisatowmmm ckat Matyka, menbkanu
MOpPOI0 NECTpble WAAMNKN NIOUTENBHUL, yeOUHEHUA BABOEM, MOTOMY YTO BCeraa Bo3re Takow
LWASANKA 9 3aMeYan Unvm BOEHHYH0 dypaxky unm 6e3obpasHyto Kpyrnyto wnany. Ha kpyton ckane,
roe NoCTPOEeH NaBUITbOH, Ha3bliBaeMbli JonoBor Apdon, Topyanu nobutenu BMAOB 1 HABOAUNU
Teneckon Ha Anbbopyc; Mexay HUMKU ObINo ABa ryBepHepa C CBOMMU BOCMIUTAHHUKaMMU,
npuexasBLLMMU NEYUTLCS OT 30510TYXMU.

£ ocTaHOBUICS, 3anbiXaBLUNCb, HA Kpato ropbl 1, MPUCIIOHACH K Yriy JOMUKa, cTan
paccMmaTpmBaTb OKPECTHOCTb, Kak BAPYT Cribily 3a CO6O0N 3HAKOMbIV ronoc:

— NeyvopuH! gaBHO Nn 3gecb?

O6opaunsatock: pywHMUKmin! Mbl 06HANUCE. S NO3HAaKOMUICS C HUM B AEUCTBYHOLLEM OTPSALE.
OH ObIn paHeH nynen B HOTy K noexan Ha BoAbl C HeAento npexae MeHs. [pyLIHULKUIA — IOHKEP.
OH Tonbko rog B cnyxbe, HocuT, No 0cobeHHOMY poay PPaHTOBCTBA, TONCTY0 CONnAaTCKyto
LWMHENb. Y Hero reoprmeBckuii conaaTcknin KpecTnk. OH XOPOLLIO CIOXEH, CMYT 1 YePHOBOSOC;
eMy Ha BMA MOXHO AaTb ABaduaTth NATb NeT, XOTA eMy eABa Ny ABaauaTtb oauH rog. OH



3aKkvablBaeT ronoBy Ha3ag, Koraa roBopuT, U MOMUHYTHO KPYTUT YCbl NEBOKN PYyKOW, MOO NpaBoto
OonupaeTCcs Ha KOCTbISb. [[OBOPUT OH CKOPO U BbIYYPHO: OH U3 TEX NI0AEN, KOTOpbIe Ha BCe cry4au
XW3HU UMEIOT roTOBbIE MblLHbIE ddpasbl, KOTOPLIX NPOCTO NPEKPACHOE He TporaeT N KoTopble
BaXXHO ApanupytoTcs B HEOObIKHOBEHHbIE YYBCTBA, BO3BbILLUEHHbIE CTPACTU U UCKMOYUTENbHbIE
cTpagaHus. NpounssBoanTb aP@eEKT — X HacnaxgeHue; OHU HPaBATCA POMaHTUYECKNM
npoBuHUmankam o 6esymus. lNog ctapocTb OHM AenatoTcs NMMbo MUPHBIMK NoMeLLMKamMu, NMbo
NbsAHULAMM — MHOTrAa TeM 1 apyrum. B nx gywe yacto MHoro 4obpbix CBOMCTB, HO HU Ha FPOLL
noasuu. ['pyLHMLKOro cTpacTb 6bina geknammpoBaTh: OH 3akubiBan Bac CrioBamu, Kak CKOpo
pas3roBOp BbIXOAMI U3 KPYra OObIKHOBEHHbIX MOHSATUI; COPUTb C HUM S HUKOrAa He mor. OH He
OTBEYaEeT Ha BalLM BO3paXXeHWsl, OH Bac He criywwaeT. TOoMbKo YTO Bbl OCTAHOBUTECH, OH Ha4YMHaeT
ANVHHYIO TUpaay, No-BMAMMOMY UMEIOLLIYIO KaKyo-TO CBA3b C TEM, YTO Bbl CKa3anu, HO KoTopas B
CaMOM ferne eCTb TONMbKO NPOAOMKXEHNE ero COBCTBEHHOW peyn.

OH 0OBOMbHO OCTEP: ANUIrPaMMbl €ro YacTo 3abaBHbl, HO HUKOrAa He BbIBalOT METKU W 3Mbl: OH
HUKOro He yBbeT OAHMM CNOBOM; OH HE 3HaeT ntogen n nx cnabblx CTPyH, NOTOMY YTO 3aHUMarncs
Lenyto XnsHb ogHuM coboto. Ero uenb — caenatbcd repoem pomaHa. OH Tak YacTo cTaparcs
yBEPUTb OPYrMX B TOM, YTO OH CYyLLIECTBO, HE CO3[aHHOe Ans Mupa, obpeyeHHOoe KakuM-TO
TalHbIM CTPaZaHUAM, YTO OH caM NoYTK B 3TOM yBepuncsa. OTTOro-1o OH Tak ropgo HOCUT CBOHO
TONCTYIO CONAATCKYHO LWMHENb. A ero NOHSM, U OH 3a 3TO MEHS He NIBUT, XOTS Mbl HAPYXXHO B
CaMbIX OPYXECKUX OTHOLLEHUAX. [PYLLUHULKMIA CNbIBET OTNNYHBIM XpabpeLuom; s ero Buaen B
Aene; OH MaxaeT LlaLLKOW, KpuunT n 6pocaeTcs Bnepen, 3aXkmyps rnasa. 9To YTO-TO He pycckas
xpabpocTb!..

£ ero Takke He nO6GNIO: 1 YYBCTBYIO, YTO Mbl KOraa-Hnbyab C HUM CTOMKHEMCS Ha Y3KoWn aopore, u
O HOMY 13 Hac HecgobpoBaThb.

[Mpuesn ero Ha Kaskas — Takke cneacTBme ero pOMaHTUYeCKoro paHatmama: s yBepeH, 4to
HakaHyHe OTbe3[a M3 OTLOBCKOW AepeBHM OH rOBOPUN C MpaYHbIM BUAOM KakoW-HUOYOb
XOPOLLEHbLKOW coceaKe, YTO OH efeT He TaK, NPOCTO, CMY>XUTb, HO YTO ULLLET CMEPTU, NOTOMY
YTO... TYT, OH, BEPHO, 3aKpPblf rnasa pykow 1 npogornkan Tak: «Het, Bbl (Unv Tbl) 3TOro He
AOIMKHbI 3HaTh! Bawa yncrasa gywa cogporHetcsa! [a n k yemy? Yto g ana sac! NonmeTte nu Bbl
MEHSA?» — 1 TaK aanee.

OH MHe cam roBopwn, 4YTo npu4nHa, nodyamneLuasn ero BCTynuTb B K. NONK, OCTaHETCA BEYHOIO
TanHON Mexay um n Hebecamu.

Brnpouem, B Te MMHYThLI, Korga copacbiBaeT Tparn4yeckyto MaHTuto, I"pyLIHMLKMIA 4OBOSIbBHO MU U
3abaBeH. MHe no6onbITHO BUAETb €ro C XEeHLMHaMK: TyT-TO OH, S AyMato, cTapaeTcs!

Mbl BCTpETUNUCH CTapbiMu NpuATensamn. A Hayan ero paccnpawmneatb 06 o6pase KU3HN Ha
BOJAX N O NpuMeYaTenbHbIX nuuax.

— Mbl Begem Xn3Hb JOBOMBHO NMPO3anyeckyto, — ckasar OH, B3JOXHYB, — MbioLLMe YTPOM BOAY —
BANbI, Kak BCce BONbHbIE, a NboLUe BUMHO NMOBEYEPY — HECHOCHBI, Kak BCe 300poBble. XKeHckue
obLecTBa eCTb; TONbKO OT HUX HEBOMbLUIOE yTeLleHMe: OHU UrpatoT B BUCT, OAEBAKOTCH AYPHO U
Y>acHO roBopAT no-gopaHuy3cku. HblHewHnn rog n3 MockBbl ogHa TONbKO KHAMMHA Jlurosckas ¢
A04YepbIo; HO A C HAMK He3HakoM. Mos conpaTtckas WNHENb — Kak nevatb OTBEPXEHUA. YyacTue,
KOTOpOe OHa BO30YXAaeT, TAXKeNO, Kak MUIOCTbIHS.
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— BoT kHArvHs Jlurosckas, — ckasan [pywHUUKnin, — 1 ¢ Heto goYvb ee Mepu, Kak oHa ee HasbiBaeT
Ha aHrMMNCKMn maHep. OHM 34eCb TOMbKO TPU OHS.

— OpHako Tbl yX 3HaelWwb ee ums?

— [a, 9 cny4arHo crbiwan, — oTBeYan OH, MOKPaCcHEB, — MPU3HAIKCh, A HE Xemnar C HUMN
NO3HaAKOMUTbLCA. JTa ropaas 3HaTb CMOTPUT Ha Hac, apMenLeB, Kak Ha aukux. M kakoe v geno,
€eCTb N1 yM Mo HyMepoBaHHOW DYpaXKKon 1 cepaue nof TONCTON LWMHENb?

— begHas wuHenb! — ckasan s, ycMexasiCb, — a KTO 9TOT rOCNOAMH, KOTOPbIA K HAM NOAXOOUT U Tak
YCMY>XNUBO NnofaeT UM CTakaH?
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— Tbl 03n106EeH NPOTUB BCEro poaa YenoBeyecKoro.

— W ecTb 3a yT0...

— O! npaBo?

B o970 Bpemsa gambl oTownm OoT Konoua 1 NopaBHANUCL C HAMU. [ pYLUHULKNIA yCnen NpUHATL
ApamMaTn4ecKyro No3y C NOMOLLbIO KOCTbINA YU TPOMKO OTBeYar MHe Nno-ppaHLy3CKu:
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XopoLlleHbkasa kKHsbkHa o6epHynach 1 nogapuna opatopa 4onrMmM nobonbITHbIM B3OPOM.
BbipaxeHue aToro B3opa 6b1110 04eHb HEOMNPEAENEHHO, HO HE HACMELLSIMBO, C YEM S BHYTPEHHO
OT Oywn ero no3gpasus.

— OTa kHsKHa Mepun npexopoLlleHbKas, — cka3an s emy. — Y Hee Takne 6apxaTHble rnasa — UMeHHO
BGapxaTHble: 9 Tebe COBETYI NPUCBOUTL 3TO BbipaXXeHue, roBops 06 ee rnasax; HUKHUE n
BEPXHWME PECHULIbI TaK AJIMHHbI, YTO fy4M COSHLA HE OTpaXatoTcs B ee 3paykax. A nobnto atn
rnasa 6e3 6necka: oHun Tak Msrku, oHn 6yato 6bl Teba rmagsaT... Bnpoyem, kaxeTcs, B ee nuue
TONbKO N €CTb XOPOLLEro... A 4YTo, y Hee 3yObl 6enbl? 3TO OYeHb BaXHO! Xarb, YTO OHa He
ynblGHyNacb Ha TBOK MNbIWHYO dpasy.

— Tl roBOpULLL O XOPOLLUEHLKOW XEHLLUMHE, Kak 06 aHrnMMNCKOn nowwaaun, — ckasan [MpyLHULKKIA ¢
HerogoBaHEM.
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£ noBepHyncsa v nowen ot Hero Npoyb. C nonyaca rynsan 9 no BUHorpagHbIM annesm, no
N3BeCTYaTbIM CKanam v BUCALLUM MeXay HUX KycTapHukam. CTaHOBUOCK XapKo, U S nocneLwmnn
Aomoi. Mpoxoaa MMMO KMCNOCEPHOrO NCTOYHMKA, S OCTAHOBWSICS Y KPbITOM ranepeu, 4tob
B34OXHYTb NOA €€ TEHbIO, 3TO AOCTABMIIO MHE CnyYan bbITb CBUAETENEM AOBOMBbHO NHOGONBITHOM
cueHbl. [lencTByowWme nvua HaxoAUINCb BOT B KAKOM MOSTOXEHUN. KHAMMHS C MOCKOBCKUM
paHTOM cuaena Ha naBke B KPbITOW ranepee, n 06a Obinn 3aHATbI, KAXKETCS, CEPbE3HbIM
pasroBopoM. KHs>xHa, BEPOSITHO AOMNMB YK MNOCNeHUN CTakaH, NpoxaXusanach 3agyM4ymBo y
konogua. IMpyLHMLKKIA CTOSN Y caMoro Konoaua; 6onbLlie Ha nnoLwagke HAUKOro He 6bIo.

A nogowen 6nvxe n cnpaTancs 3a yron ranepeun. B aTy MuHyTy [pyLUHWLKWIA yPOHWUI CBOWM CTakaH
Ha NEeCOK 1 yCuUnmBancs HarHyTbcsl, YTo6 ero noaHsaTb: 6onbHas Hora emy Mewwana. bexHspkka!
KaK OH yXUTPSASCS, ONMpasiCb Ha KOCTbIfb, Y BCe HanpacHO. Bbipa3uTtenbHoe nvuo ero B Camom
aene n3obpaxano ctpagaHue.



KHsxHa Mepu Bugena Bce 3T0 nydlle MeHs.

Jlerye NTUYKM OHa K HEMY NOACKOYMMA, HAarHynacb, NoAgHAMa cTakaH u nogana emy c
TenoaBMXeHUEM, UCMONHEHHbIM HEBLIPA3NUMOW NPeNecTu; NOTOM YXacHO NoKpacHena,
OrnsiHynach Ha ranepeto u, yéeamBLUNCh, YTO €e MaMeHbKa HUYEro He Buaana, kaxeTcs, TotT4ac
Xe ycnokounacsk. Korga MpyliHUUKMIA OTKpbIN poT, YTo6 nobnarogaputhb ee, oHa bbina yxe
aaneko. Hepes MMHYTY OHa BblLLa U3 ranepen ¢ MmaTepbio U PpaHTOM, HO, NPOXOAA MUMO
["pYLIHMLKOro, NPUHANA BUA Takon YNHHBIN U BaXHbIA — Aaxke He obepHynach, axe He 3ameTuna
ero CTpacTHOro B3rnsga, KoTopbiM OH JOSrO ee NpoBoXari, Noka, CnyCTUBLUUCH C ropbl, OHa He
CKpblnacb 3a nunkamu 6ynbeapa... Ho BOT ee wnsnka menbkHyna yepes ynuuy; oHa Bbexana B
BOpOTa O4HOro 13 nyywunx 4oMoB [aTuropcka, 3a Heto NpoLusia KHArMHSA M 'y BOPOT packraHsnach
c Paesnyem.

Tonbko Torga 6eaHbIN OHKEP 3aMeTU MOe NPUCYTCTBUE.

— Tbl BUOEN? — ckasan OH, KPenko noxmmasa MHe pyKy, — 3TO NPOCTO aHren!

— OT4ero? — crnpocun s ¢ BUAOM YUCTENLLIErO NPOCTOAYLLVS.

— PasBe Tbl He Bngan?

— HerT, Bugen: oHa nogHana 1Bou ctakaH. Ecnn 6bl 6bin TyT CTOPOX, TO OH caenan Gbl TO Xe
camoe, U1 eLle rnocneluHee, HagesCcb NonyyYnTb Ha BOAKY. Bnipoyem, o4eHb MOHATHO, YTO el cTarno
Te0s arnko: Tbl caenan Takyl Y)XaCHyr rpumMacy, Korga CTynun Ha NPOCTPENEHHYHO HOrY...

— W Tbl He BbIN HUCKONBKO TPOHYT, MMAAA HA HEE B 3Ty MUHYTY, KOraa gylla cusna Ha nuue ee?..
— Her.

#A nran; Ho MHe XOTenock ero nobecnTb. Y MeHsA BpOXXAEHHAst CTpacTb NPOTUBOPEYUTD; Lienas
MOS1 )KN3Hb Oblna TONbKO Lenb rPYCTHbLIX U HEYyAA4HbIX MPOTUBOPEYMIA CEPALY UMK PACCyLKY.
MpucyTcTBUE 3HTY3MacTa 06aaeT MEHS KpeLLEeHCKUM XONOA0M, U, 9 AyMato, YacTble CHOLLUEHUS C
BANbIM doriermaTtmkom cgenanu 6bl U3 MeHs cTpacTHoro meytatens. [NpuaHatoch elle, YyBCTBO
HeNpUsTHOE, HO 3HaKOMOe Npobexarno crnerka B 3T0 MFHOBEHME NO MOeMy cepaLy; 3TO YyBCTBO —
ObIN0 3aBUCTb; 1 TOBOPIO CMENO «3aBUCTb», MOTOMY YTO NpuBbIK cebe BO BCEM NpU3HaBaTbCS; U
BpSA4 N HangeTcst MONOAOW YenoBeK, KOTOPbIA, BCTPETUB XOPOLLEHbLKYH XXEHLLNHY, NPUKOBaBLLYHO
ero rnpasgHoe BHUMaHue 1 BAPYr SBHO NPy HEM OTIIMYUBLLYIO APYroro, e paBHO HEHaKOMOro,
BPSIA N, FOBOPHO, HANAETCS TakoW MONOAO0M YENOBeEK (pa3yMeeTCs, XXMBLUMIA B BOMbLIOM CBETE U
NpuBbIKLWMI BanoBaTb CBOE camniobume), KOTopbin 6bl He Obin 3TUM NOPaXXeH HEMPUATHO.

Monuya ¢ [MpyWHMLKMM CAYCTUIMCh Mbl C FOPbl U NPOLLAKY Mo GynbBapy, MMMO OKOH AoMa, rae
CKpblnacb Hawa kpacasuua. OHa cugena y okHa. ['pyluHUUKMA, AepHYB MeHS 3a pyKy, bpocun Ha
Hee OAVH N3 TeX MYTHO-HEXHbIX B3rNs40B, KOTOPblE Tak Marno AeNCTBYIOT Ha XEeHLWWH. A HaBen
Ha Hee NOPHET M 3aMeTWUI, YTO OHa OT ero B3rnaga ynblbHynacb, a YTo MOV Aep3KMiA NTIOPHET
paccepaun ee He Ha WyTKY. U kak, B camom fene, CMeeT KaBKa3CKUn apMeel, HaBoauTb
CTEKIbILLKO HA MOCKOBCKYH KHSDKHY?..

13-ro mas.

HblH4e noyTpy 3aLlen Ko MHe JOKTOop; ero umsa BepHep, HO OH pycckuin. YTo TyT yanBUTENBbHOIO?
£ 3Han ogHoro ViBaHoBa, KOTOPbIN Gbln HEMEL,.

BepHep yenosek 3ameyatenbHbI MO MHOMUM npudnHam. OH CKenTuK N MaTepuanuct, Kak Bce
NnoYTN MEeONKN, a BMECTe C 3TUM NO3T, N He Ha LWYTKY, — NO3T Ha Aere Bcerga v 4acto Ha crnosax,
XOTH B XW3Hb CBOK He Hanucan Asyx ctnxoB. OH n3yyan Bce XuBble CTPyHbI cepaua



4YeNoBEYECKOro, Kak U3y4atoT XuMbl Tpyna, HO HUKOr4a He yMern OH BOCMNOfb30BaTbCA CBOMM
3HaHWEeM; Tak MHOrAa OTNNYHbLIN aHAaTOMUK He yMeeT BblneyunTb OT nuxopaakm! O6bIKHOBEHHO
BepHep ncnoatuwka Hacmexancsa Hag cBoumMu BONbHBIMK; HO S pa3 BUAEN, Kak OH nnakan Hag
ymupatowmm congatom... OH 6bin 6eaeH, medtan o MUNNNOHax, a Ans geHer He caenan 6ol
NWLLHErO LWary: OH MHe pa3 roBOpWIl, YTO CKOpee caenaeT O40MKeHne Bpary, Yem apyry, noTomy
4YTO 3TO 3Ha4Mno 6bl NpogaBaTb CBOK GNAroTBOPUTENBHOCTL, TOrAa Kak HEHABUCTb TOSMBKO
YCUNUTCS COpasMepHO BENUKOAYLUNIO MPOTMBHUKA. Y HEro Obin 310N A3bIK: No4 BbIBECKOK €ro
anMrpaMmmbl He OANH JOBPSAK NPOCHbIN NOLWIbIM AYPAKoOM; €ro CONEPHUKN, 3aBUCTINBbIE BOASAHBbIE
MeaMKKN, pacnycTunu cnyx, 6yaTto OH pucyeT KapukaTypbl Ha CBOMX BOMbHbIX, — 6OMbHbIE
B36eneHnnnce, NoYTN BCe emy oTkasanu. Ero npuarenn, To eCTb BC€ UCTUHHO NOPSAA0YHbIE NIOAM,
cnyxusLlume Ha KaBkase, HanpacHO cTapanucb BOCCTaHOBUTb €ro ynaallui KpeguT.

Ero Hapy>xHOCTb Gblna 13 Tex, KoTopble C NEPBOro B3rnsga nopaxarT HEMNPUSTHO, HO KOTOpPbIEe
HPaBATCS BNOCNEACTBMM, KOr4a rnas BblyYMTCAa YMTaTb B HENPABUIbHbIX YepTax OTneYyaToK AyLum
NCNbITAHHOW M BbICOKOW. BbiBanu npumepsbl, YTO XXEHLLUWHbI BRIOONSANMCE B TakMx Nogen oo
6e3ymna n He npomMeHAnNun G6bl nx 6e306pa3unsa Ha KPacoTy CaMbiX CBEXUX U PO30BbIX 3HAUMMUOHOB;
HagobHO oTAaTh CNPaBeLMBOCTb XEHLMHAM: OHN UMEIOT MHCTUHKT KPacoTbl OYLLEBHOW: OTTOro-
TO, MOXeT ObITb, Ntoaun, NogobHble BepHepy, Tak CTPacTHO MOBAT XKEHLLMH.

BepHep 6bin man pocTom, u xya, u cnab, kak pebeHok; ogHa Hora Gbina y Hero Kopoye Apyrom,
Kak y baripoHa; B cpaBHEHMM C TYNOBULLIEM FONIOBa €ro Kasanacb OrpoMHa: OH CTPUr BOSOCHI NO4,
rpebeHKy, 1 HEpOBHOCTM €ro Yepena, obHapy>XeHHble Takum obpasom, nopasunnu 6el hpeHonora
CTPaHHbIM CrneTeHneM NPOTUBOMONOXHbIX HAaKNOHHOCTEN. Ero ManeHbKkne YyepHble rnasa, Bcerga
GecnokonHble, CTapanncb NPOHUKHYTbL B Baly Mbicnn. B ero ogexae 3ameTHbI Obinn BKYC U
ONPATHOCTb; €ro XyAoLaBble, XXUMUCTbIE U ManeHbKNe PyKn KpacoBamnucb B CBETNO-XENTbIX
nepyatkax. Ero copTyk, ranctyk n xxunet 6binm NOCTOSHHO YepHOro useTta. Monogexe npo3sana
ero Medmctodenem; oH nokasbiBan, OyaTo cepanncs 3a 3To Npo3BaHue, HO B CaMOM Aefne OHO
NbCTUNO ero camontobuio. Mbl Apyr Apyra CKOpo NOHANW U cAenanucb NpUSTENsaMM, NOTOMY YTO A
K Apy>x06e HecrnocobeH: 13 AByx Apy3en Bceraa oanH pab apyroro, XoTst YacTo HU OOWH U3 HUX B
aTOM cebe He npusHaeTcd; pabom A 6bITb HE MOry, a NOBeNeBaTb B 3TOM Cryyae — Tpy4
YTOMUTENbBHbIN, MOTOMY YTO HaAO0 BMECTE C 3TUM N 0OMaHbIBaTh; 4a NPUTOM Y MEHSI €CTb Naken u
AeHbrn! BoT kak Mbl caenanuck npuatenamu: 9 Bctpetun BepHepa B C... cpeaun
MHOIOYMCIIEHHOMO U LWYMHOMO Kpyra MOMOAEXMN; pa3roBop NPUHAN NOA KOHeL, Bevepa
dunocodcko-meTamsnyeckoe HanpaeneHme; Tonkosanm 06 ybexaeHuax: Kaxabln 6b1n yoexaeH
B pa3HbIX Pa3HOCTSX.

— YT0 0O MeHs KacaeTcs, To A ybexxaeH TONbKO B O4HOM... — CKa3an AOKTOop.

— B yem 310? — cnpocun 9, xxenag y3HaTb MHEHUE YenoBeKa, KOTOPbI 0 CUX Nop Monyarn.

— B TOM, — OTBEYan OH, — YTO paHO UNKU NO34HO B OAHO NPEeKpacHoe yTpo A yMpy.

— A 6oraye Bac, — ckasan s, — y MeHsl, KpOMe 3TOoro, ecTb eLle yoexgeHme — MMEHHO TO, YTO 9 B
OLMVH Nperagkuin Be4yep umen HecvacTne poanTbCs.

18

A nexxan Ha gMBaHe, yCTPEMMB rnasa B NOTOSIOK M 3aNOXMB PYKU Nog 3aTbiNokK, kKoraa BepHep
B3owen B Mot KomHaTty. OH cen B Kpecrna, NoCTaBuin TPOCTb B Yrof, 3eBHYN 1 00bABWI, YTO Ha
ABOpE CTaHOBUTCSA apkKo. F oTBeYarn, YTo MeHst 6eCnoKoAT Myxu, — U Mbl 06a 3amonyanu.



— 3ameTbTe, NobesHbI AOKTOpP, — cka3an 4, — 4To 6e3 aypakos 6bino 6bl HA CBETE 0OYEeHb CKYy4YHO!..
lMocmoTpuTe, BOT HAac ABOE YMHbIX N0AEN; Mbl 3HaeM 3apaHe, 4To 060 BCeEM MOXXHO CMOpUTb 0
GECKOHEYHOCTH, N MOTOMY HE CMOPUM; Mbl 3HAEM NOYTU BCE COKPOBEHHbIE MbICNN APYT ApYra;
O[IHO CIIOBO — AJ15 HacC uernas UICTopus; BUOUM 3ePHO KaXK4oro Hallero 4yBCcTBa CKBO3b TPOMHYHO
obonouky. lNeyanbHOe HaMm CMeLLHO, CMeLLHOe rPYyCTHO, a BoobLLe, No npasae, Mbl KO BCEMY
AOBOMBbHO paBHOAYLUHbI, KpOME caMux cebs. MITak, paameHa YyBCTB U MbICREN MeXay HaMu He
MOXeT BOblTb: Mbl 3HaeM OAMH O APYroM BCe, YTO XOTUM 3HaTb, U 3HaTb BOMbLUE HE XOTUM.
OcTaeTcsa 0gHO CpeacTBO: pacckasbiBaTb HOBOCTU. CKaxuTe e MHe Kaky-H1byab HOBOCTb.
YTOMMNEHHbIN JONron peybto, 9 3aKpbln rnasa v 3eBHy-. ..

OH oTBevan nogymasLUK:

— B Bawen rannmaTtbe, 04HaKO X, eCTb naes.

— [Be! — oTBevan s.

— CKkaxuTte MHe 0HYy, 9 BaM CKaxy ApYryto.

— Xopowo, HaunHanTe! — ckazan 4, npoaomkas paccMmaTpmBaTb NOTONOK M BHYTPEHHO YNblGasch.
— Bam xoueTtcs 3HaTb kakne-HMbyab NoApOOHOCTN HacyeT Koro-HMbyab U3 NnpuexaBLUnX Ha BOAbI,
N 9 yXX oragbiBaloCb, O KOM Bbl 9TO 3a60TUTECH, MOTOMY 4YTO 06 Bac Tam yxe cnpalimsanm.

— JokTop! pewumnTensHO HaM HeNb3sA pasroBapuBaTth: Mbl YATAEM B AyLue Apyr Apyra.

— Tenepb gpyras...

— [pyras nges BOT: MHe XOTENOCb Bac 3aCTaBUTb paccKkasaTb YTO-HUOYAb; BO-NepBbIX, MOTOMY,
YTO TakMe YMHbIE MOAN, Kak Bbl, Nyylle NobaT cnywaTtenen, 4em paccka3dmkoB. Tenepb K aeny:
4YTO BaM cKasana KHArnHa Jlurosckaa 060 MHe?

— Bbl 04€Hb yBEPEHbI, YTO 3TO KHAMMHS. .. @ HE KHSXKHA?..

— CoBepLueHHO ybexaeH.

— Mouemy?

— MoTomy 4TO KHsKHa cnpawmBana 06 [pyLwHULKOM.

— Y Bac 6onblion gap coobpaxeHus. KHsbkHa ckasana, YTO OHa yBEpeHa, YTO 3TOT MOSo40M
YyerioBeK B CONAaTCKOM LUMHENW pas3XarnoBaH B congatbl 3a Ayarb..

— Hapetocb, Bbl ee 0CTaBunmM B 3TOM NPUATHOM 3a0ny>KAeHUM. ..

— PasymeeTcs.

— 3aBA3ka ecTb! — 3akpu4an s B BOCXMLEHUN, — 06 pa3BA3Ke 3TOM KOMEANN Mbl MOXSIONOYEM.
#BHO cyabba 3aboTuTca o ToM, 4TO6 MHe He BbIfNo CKYYHO.

— A npeayyBCTBYIO, — CKa3an JOKTop, — 4YTO 6eaHbil [pywHuUKnin 6yaeT Ballen XepTBON. ..

— Nanble, gokTop...

— KHArvMHs ckasana, 4To Balle nuuo en 3Hakomo. A e 3ameTun, YTo, BEPHO, OHa Bac BCTpevarna B
MeTepbypre, roe-HMbyab B cBeTe... A ckasan Bawe nms... OHo 6bIno en n3BecTHo. KaxeTtcs,
Ballla UICTOPUS TaM Hagenana MHoro wyma... KHarmHa ctana pacckasbiBaTb O BalUMX
NnoxoXaeHusax, Npubasnasa, BEPOATHO, K CBETCKUM CMSIETHAM CBOM 3aMevaHus... [lodka cnywana ¢
nobonbiITcTBOM. B ee Boo6paxeHunn Bbl caenanncb repoem pomaHa B HOBOM BKyce... A He
NPOTUBOPEYNI KHATMHE, XOTH 3Has, YTO OHa roBOPUT B340P.

— [ocTonHbin gpyr! — ckasan s, NPoTAHYB eMy pyKy. [JOKTOp noxan ee ¢ YyBCTBOM M NpoAoshKan:
— Ecnu xotute, 4 Bac npeacrasnio. ..



— Nomunynte! — ckasan s, BCNNeCHyB pykamu, — pa3se repoes npeactaBnsaioT? OHWM He nHadve
3HaAKOMATCS, Kak cnacasi OT BEPHOW CMEPTU CBOIO NIOGE3HYIO. ..

— W1 BbI B caMOM gene XoTUTe BONOYUTLCS 3a KHSXKHON? ..

— HanpoTtus, coBcem HanpoTus!.. [IOKTOP, HAaKOHEL, 9 TOPXKECTBYIO: Bbl MEHS HE NOHUMaeTe!.. JTo
MEeHs1, BNpoYeM, oropyaeT, JOKTOp, — Npogorikan s nocne MUHyTbl MOSTYaHUs, — 4 HAKOrga cam He
OTKpbIBal0 MOUX TalH, a yacHo nobnio, 4Tob nx oTragpiBany, NOTOMY YTO Taknm obpasom 5
BCerga Mory npu crniyyae ot HUx oTnepeTbes. OgHaKo X Bbl MHE AOSMKHbI ONUcaTb MaMeHbKY C
Ao4YKkon. YTo oHu 3a nogn?

— Bo-nepBbIX, KHAMMHA — XEHLLMHA COpOKa NATU NeT, — oTBevan BepHep, — y Hee npekpacHbIN
Xenyaok, HO KpOBb MCMNOPYEHa; Ha LWeKkax KpacHble nNaTHa. [ocneaHon NonoBUHY CBOEN XU3HU
OHa npoBena B MockBe u TyT Ha nokoe pactoncrena. OHa nobut cobnasHnTenbHble aHEKAOThI U
cama roBopuT MHOr4a Henpunn4YHble BeLM, Koraa govyepu HeT B komHate. OHa MHe ob6bsaBuna,
4YTO A0Yb ee HEBMHHA Kak ronybb. Kakoe MHe aeno?.. A xoten en otBeyaTtb, 4T06 oHa Gbina
CMOKOWMHA, YTO S HUKOMY 3TOro He ckaxy! KHArmHa neunTcs ot peBmaTtnama, a odb 6or 3HaeT oT
yero; 4 Benen obemMm NUTb NO ABa CTakaHa B A€Hb KUCNOCEPHOW BOAbI U KynaTbCA ABa pa3a B
Hefen B pa3BOAHON BaHHe. KHAMMHSA, KaxeTcs, He NpuBbLIKIa NoBenesaTb; OHa NUTaeT yBaxXeHune
K YMY 1 3HaHUAM OOYKN, KOTOpas Yitana baripoHa no-aHrnuickn n 3Haet anredpy: B Mockse,
BMAHO, 6apbIHN NYCTUNMCh B YY4EHOCTb, M XOPOLLO AenatoT, npaBo! Hawm MyX4YmHbl Tak He
nto6e3Hbl BOOOLLE, YTO C HUMU KOKETHUYATb, AOJIKHO ObITh, ANS1 YMHOW XEHLLUMHbI HECHOCHO.
KHArMHS oYeHb Nobut MonoapixX NoAeNn: KHSXKHA CMOTPUT Ha HUX C HEKOTOPbLIM NPe3peHneMm:
MockoBckada npueblyka! OHM B MOCKBE TONBKO U MUTAKTCS, YTO COPOKaneTHUMM OCTpSKaMMU.

— A Bbl 611 B MockBe, gokTop?

— [a, g men Tam HEKOTOPYHO MPaKTUKY.

— [NpogomxanTe.

— [a f, kaxeTca, Bce ckasan... [la! BOT eLle: KHsKHA, KaxXeTcd, nobut paccyxgaTb O YyBCTBaXx,
CTpacTsx n npoyee... oHa 6bina ogHy 3umy B NMetepbypre, 1 OH el He NOHPaBWICSA, 0COBEHHO
o0LlecTBO: ee, BEPHO, XONOAHO MPUHSANN.

— Bbl HUKOrO y HUX He BMaanu cerogHa?

— HanpotuB: 6bin 0anH agbloTaHT, OAMH HAaTAHYTLIA rBapAeel U Kakasa-To Jama 13
HOBOMPUESIXKMX, POACTBEHHNLA KHAMMHN NO MY>XY, OMEHb XOPOLUEHbKasi, HO OYEHb, KaXXeTC4,
B6onbHagd... He BCTpeTnnu nb Bbl €€ y Konogua? — oHa cpegHero pocrta, 6noHanHKa, C
npaBUNbHbBIMU YepTamMu, LIBET N1LA YaxOTOYHbIW, a8 Ha NPaBOW LLiEeKe YepHasi pOAuHKa; ee nuuo
MEHSI Mopasnso CBOEW BbIPa3nTESbHOCTLIO.

— PoagwnHka! — npobopmoTan s ckBo3b 3ybbl. — Heyxenun?

[oKTOp NOCMOTpesn Ha MeHA 1 cKka3an TOPXXeCTBEHHO, MOMOXUB MHE PYKY Ha cepaLe:

— OHa Bam 3Hakoma!.. — Moe cepaue To4HO Bmnock cunbHee 0ObIKHOBEHHOTO.

— Tenepb Bawa oyepeab TOpXXecTBOBaTb! — ckasan s, — TONMbKO A Ha Bac HaZlekCb: Bbl MHE HE
n3ameHuTe. A ee He BUaan ewle, HO yBepeH, y3Hato B BalleM NopTpeTe OAHY XKEHLUHY, KOTOPYHO
ntobwun B cTapuHy... He roBopute ei 060 MHe HM CNoBa; €CNN OHA CNPOCUT, OTHECUTECH 060 MHe

AYPHO.
— MNoxanyn! — ckazan BepHep, noxas nnevyamu.



Korga oH ywen, To y»xacHas rpycTb ctecHuna moe cepaue. Cyabba nu Hac ceena ondatb Ha
KaBkase, unu oHa HapoO4YHO ctoga npuexana, 3Hasi, YTO MeHS BCTPETUT?.. U KaK Mbl BCTPETUMCSH?..
1 NOTOM, OHa N 3T0?.. Mon NpeayvyBCTBMA MEHS HUKOrAa He obmaHbiBanu. Het B mupe
YyenoBeka, Hag KOTopbIM npolleawee npmobpeTtano Obl Takyto BNacTb, KAk HAA0 MHOK: BCAKOE
HaNOMWHAHME O MWHYBLLEN NeYanu unn pagoctn 6ones3HeHHO yaapseT B MO AyLly U U3BnekaeT
N3 Hee BCe Te Xe 3BYKW... FA rnyno co3gaH: Hu4ero He 3abbiBato, — HU4ero!

Mocne obena 4Yacos B WeCTb S nowen Ha 6ynbBap: Tam Obina Tonna; KHArMHS C KHSXKHOW cuaenu
Ha CKambe, OKPY)XEHHbIe MONOAEXbIO, KoTopas nobesHnyana HanepepbiB. A NOMeCTUNCS B
HEKOTOPOM PaCcCTOSIHUMN Ha OpYron naBke, OCTaHOBUI ABYX 3HaAKOMbIX [1... opuyeposB n Havan uv
YTO-TO pacckasblBaTb; BUAHO, ObINO CMELUHO, MOTOMY YTO OHM Havanm XoxoTaTb Kak
cymacwegme. J1lobonbITCTBO NPMBIEKIO KO MHE HEKOTOPbIX U3 OKPYXKaBLUMX KHSKHY; Mano-
rnomany 1 Bce ee NOKNHYN U NPUCOEOUHUITUCE K MOEMY KPYXKKY. A HE yMOnKan: MOW aHeKaOoThbl
ObINN YMHbI 4O rAyNoCTU, MOW HAaCMELLKN Hag NpOXogsaLWmMMn MMMO opurnHanamm 6uinm 3nbl 4o
HEWCTOBCTBA... {1 Nnpogoskan ysecensitb Nybnumky Ao 3axoxaeHna conHua. Heckoneko pas
KHSDKHa Nnog, pyyky C MaTepbo NPOXOAMIa MUMO MEHS1, CONPOBOXAAaeMas KakuM-TO XpOMbIM
CTapW4KOM; HECKOIbKO pa3 ee B3rnsa, ynagasa Ha MeHsl, Bblpaxkan gocagy, ctapasch Bblpasutb
paBHOAyLUME. ..

— Y10 OH Bam pacckasbiBan? — cnpocuna oHa y O4HOro U3 MonoAblix nogemn, BO3BpaTMBLUNXCS K
HEeW N3 BEXNMBOCTU, — BEPHO, OYEHb 3aHUMATENbHYIO UCTOPUIO — CBOM NMOABUMN B CPAXKEHUAX?.. —
OHa ckasana 310 JOBOSbHO FPOMKO U, BEPOATHO, C HAMEPEHMEM KONbHYTb MeHs. «A-ral —
nogyman s, — Bbl HE Ha LLYTKY CepauTECh, MUNas KHsDKHA; noroguTe, To Nun ewwe byget!»
["pYLWHMLKMIA cneann 3a Heto, Kak XULLHbIA 3Bepb, M HE cnyckan ee c rnas: 6btocb 06 3aknag, 4to
3aBTpa OH BygeT npocuTb, YTOO ero KTo-HMbyab npeactaBun kHArnHe. OHa 6yaeT oYeHb paaa,
NMOTOMY YTO €M CKYyYHO.

16-ro mas.

B npopomnxkeHne aByx AHEN Mon Aena yxacHo NOABUHYNUCL. KHsKHa MeHst peLumnTensHO
HEHaBMAWT; MHE yXXe nepeckasanu ABe-Tpu anurpaMmmMbl Ha MOV CHET, AOBOJSIbHO KOMKME, HO
BMECTE OYeHb NecTHble. EN y)XacHO CTpaHHO, YTO S, KOTOPbIN NPUBLIK K XOopoLlemMy obLiecTBy,
KOTOPbIN TaK KOPOTOK C ee NeTepOyprckumm KyamHamm 1 TeTyLLKaMK, He cTapatoCb NO3HAKOMUTBLCSA
C Heto. Mbl BCTpeyaeMca Kaxablvi AeHb Y konogua, Ha GynbBape; 9 ynotpebnsato Bce CBOM CUsbl
Ha TO, 4TOG oTBNEeKaTb ee oboxaTtenen, GnecTAWmMX agbIOTaHTOB, GreAHbIX MOCKBUYEN U
APpYrux, — n MHe NoYTK Bceraa ygaeTca. A Bcerga HeHaBuaen rocten y cebs: Tenepb y MeHs
Kakabli AeHb NONOH AoM, 06eaatoT, Y)KUHAT, UrpatoT, — 1, yBbl, MOE LLAMMaHCKOe TOPXKeCTBYyET
Ha[ CUIOK MarHeTUYecKux ee rnasok!

Buepa a ee BcTpeTun B marasmHe YenaxoBa; OHa Toprosara 4YyJecHbli Nepcuacknin Koesep.
KHskHa ynpalumBana cBo MaMeHbKY He CKYNUTbCA: 3TOT KOBep Tak ykpacun 6bl ee kabuHet!.. A
Aan copok pybnen nUWHNX U Nepekynun ero; 3a 3To s Obln Bo3HArpaxaeH B3rnsaom, rae
6nucrano camoe BocxutuTenbHoe belweHcTBo. Okono obena s Benen HapoO4yHO NPOBECTU MUMO
€€ OKOH MO YepKEeCKyHo nowagb, NOKPbITYIO 3TUM KOBPOM. BepHep 6bin y HUX B 9TO BpeMS U
rOBOPWI MHe, 4YTO 3(pPeKT aTOoM CLeHbI ObIN caMblii ApamMmaTndeckmii. KHspkHa xoueT
nponoBegoBaTb NPOTUB MEHS ONOSTYEHME; S AaXe 3aMeTUn, YTO YK ABa agbloTaHTa rnpu Hen co
MHOI OYE€Hb CYXO0 KNaHATCHA, OAHAKO BCAKUIA AeHb Y MeHsA obeaatoT.



["PYLUHULKUIA NMPUHAN TAUHCTBEHHbIN BUA: XOOUT, 3aKMHYB PYKWU 3a CMVHY, U HUKOrO He y3HaeT;
HOra ero BApyr Bbi3gopoBena: oH egsa xpomaeT. OH Hallen crnyyan BCTYNUTb B pasroBop C
KHATMHEN 1 CKa3an KakoW-TO KOMMAMMEHT KHS>KHE: OHa, BUAHO, HE OYeHb pa3bopunea, Mbo ¢ Tex
nop OTBEYaeT Ha ero NOKIOH CaMor MUION YrbIBGKOIO.

— Tbl peumTensHO He XoYellb MO3HAKOMUTLCS € JIMroBCKMMU? — cKka3arn OH MHe BYepa.

— PewuTenbHo.

— Momunyii! cambii NpuATHBIM AOM Ha Bogax! Bee 3gelwuHee nydyuwee obuecTso...

— Mo gpyr, MHe 1 He3geLllHee yXacHO Hagoeno. A Tbl y HUX BbiBaeLwb?

— HeT ewe; s roBopun pasa ABa C KHSXKHON, 1 6onee, HO 3Haellb, Kak-TO HanpaluMBaTbCA B AOM
HENoOBKO, XOTA 34eCb 3TO M BoguTcs... [lpyroe aeno, ecnu 6 8 HOCUN 3MNONETHI. ..

— MNomunyn! ga sgak Tel ropasgo nHTepecHee! Tl NPOCTO HE yMeellb Nob30BaTbCA CBOUM
BbIrOAHbLIM MOSIOXXEHMEM. .. ja congaTcKkas LWMHEeNb B rnasax YyBCTBUTENbHOW GapbiHN Teb4
Aenaet repoem 1 ctpaganbLem.

["PYLUHULKMIA CaMOAOBOMBHO YNbIGHYNCS.

— Kakon B3gop! — ckasan oH.

— 7 yBepeH, — npoaosmkan 4, — YTo KHsKHa B Tebs yx BnobneHal!

OH nokpacHen Jo yLwen n Hagyrncs.

O camontobue! Tbl pblyar, KOTopbiM Apxumeg XoTen NpunogHATbL 3eMHON wap!..

— Y 1ebs Bce wyTKN! — ckasan oH, NokasbiBasi, 0yaTO CepauTcs, — BO-NEPBbIX, OHA MEHS eLle TaK
Marno 3HaerT...

— YKeHLMHbI NIBAT TONBKO TEX, KOTOPbIX HE 3HAIOT.

— [la 1 BOBCE HEe NMELD NMPeTEH3NN el HPaBUTBLCA: S MPOCTO XO4YY MO3HAKOMUTLCA C MPUATHBLIM
AOMOM, 1 BbIno 6bl O4eHb CMELLHO, ecnn © 5 umen kakne-HMbyab Hagexapl... BoT Bbl, Hanpumep,
apyroe geno! — Bbl nobeantenun netepObyprckue: ToNbKo NOCMOTPUTE, TakK XKEHLMHbI TatoT... A
3Haelwb N1, [levopurH, 4To KHsPKkHa o Tebe rosopuna?

— Kak? oHa Tebe yx roBopuna 060 MHe?..

— He pagyncs, ogHako. A Kak-To BCTYNWUI C HEK B pasroBOp y KoroAua, cryyanHo; TpeTbe CroBo
ee 6b1n0: «KTo 3TOT rocnoAmH, y KOTOPOro Tako HENPUATHBIN TSXKENbIn B3rNsa? oH Obin ¢ Bamuy,
Toraa...» OHa nokpacHena v He xoTerna Ha3BaTb [HS, BCMOMHUB CBOK MUNYIO BbIXOAKY. «Bam He
HY>KHO CKa3blBaTb OHSA, — OTBEYan s ei, — OH Be4YHO ByaeT MHe namaTeH...» Mon gpyr, NeyopuH! a
Tebe He No3apaBnsto; Tbl Y HEE Ha OYPHOM 3aMevaHuu... A, npaBo, Xanb! notomy 4to Mepm
OYeHb munal..

HagobHo 3ameTnTb, YTO [MPYLUHMLKUIA U3 TEX NIOAEN, KOTOPbIE, FOBOPS O XKEHLLMHE, C KOTOPOWN OHM
e[lBa 3HaKOMbI, Ha3bIlBalOT ee Mo Mepu, mosa Sophie, ecnn oHa umena cyacTne UM NOHPaBUTbLCS.
A npuHAnN cepbesHbI BUA U OTBEYan emy:

— [a, oHa HegypHa... Tonbko 6eperuck, IMpywHMUKKIA! Pycckmne GapbiwHm 60onbLUeo YacTbio
NUTaKTCA TONBbKO NAAaTOHMYECKON NBOBbLIO, HE NPUMELLMBAs K HEW MbICIIN O 3aMYXXeCTBE; a
nnaTtoHnyeckas nboBb camasa 6ecnokoriHas. KHsbkHa, KaXeTCs, N3 TeX XKEHLLUMH, KOTOpble XOTHT,
4yT06 NX 3abaBnanu; ecnu ABe MUHYTbI cpaay en byaeT Bo3ne T1ebs CKy4HO, Tbl Nornb
HEeBO3BpaTHO: TBOE MOMYaHne JOMKHO BO3byxaaTb ee NiobonbITCTBO, TBOW pas3roBOp — HUKOrAa
He yAOBNeTBOPATb €ro BrOSIHE; Tbl JOMMKEH ee TPEBOXUTb EXXEMUHYTHO; OHa OeCHATb pas3
ny6nmyHo ansa Teba npeHebpexeT MHEHMEM N HA30BET 3TO XXEPTBOWN W, YTOD BO3HarpaguTb cebs



3a 970, CTaHET Tebs My4nTb — a NOTOM NPOCTO CKaXET, YTO OHa Tebsa TepneTb He MOXET. Ecnun Thbl
Hag Heto He NpmobpeTellb BracTu, TO AaXe ee nepsbli nouenyn He gact Tebe npasa Ha BTOPOW;
OHa ¢ TOOOK HaKOKETHMYAETCHA BAOBOSb, a roga Yepes ABa BbIMAET 3aMyX 3a ypoaa, 13
NMOKOPHOCTM K MaMeHbKe, N CTaHeT cebs yBepATb, YTO OHa HECYaCTHa, YTO OHa OAHOrO TOMbKO
yenoseka n nbuna, To ectb Te64, HO YTO HEGO HE XOTENO COeAMHUTbL €€ C HUM, NOTOMY YTO Ha
Hem Oblna congaTckas LWMHENb, XOTS No4 3TOW TONICTOM Cepon WNHENb bunock cepaue
cTpacTtHoe 1 BnaropoaHoe...

pyWHMLKMIA yaapun No CTONY Kynakom 1 cTan XoauTb B3ag U BNepes no KoMHaTe.

£ BHYTPEHHO XOX0Tan u gaxe pasa ABa YynblOHYNCH, HO OH, K CHaCTbto, 3TOro He 3ameTuin. ABHO,
YTO OH BMOOMEH, NOTOMY YTO CTan eLe JOBEPUMBEE NPEXHETD; Y HEro AaXe NOABUIOCH
cepebpsiHoe KOMbLO C YEPHbHO, 3AELUHEN paboTbl: OHO MHE MOKa3anocb NO4O3PUTENbHbLIM... A
cTan ero paccmaTtpusarb, MU 4YTO Xe?.. Menknmmn 6yksamm nmsi Mepu 66110 Bbipe3aHo Ha
BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHE, M PAAOM — YMCIO TOro AHSA, KOraa oHa nogHAna 3HaMeHUTbIA cTakaH. A
yTann CBOE OTKPbITUE; 1 HE XO4Y BbIHY>XAATb Y HEro NPU3HaHWM, 1 Xo4y, YToObI OH cam BbiGpan
MEHS B CBOM NMOBEPEHHbIE, U TYT-TO 4 Byay HacnaxaaTtbes. ..

* % *

CerogHsa s BCTan no3gHo; NPUXoXy K KoNnoguy — HUKOro yxe HeT. CTaHOBUNOCH Xapko; 6enble
MOXHaTble Ty4ku BbICTpo Bexanun oT CHeroBblx rop, obelyas rpody; ronosa Mawyka gbiMunacs,
KaK 3aralleHHbI dhaken; Kpyrom Hero BUNMUChb M Nnonaanu, Kak 3Meun, cepble KIoyku o6nakos,
3afepXaHHble B CBOEM CTpeMIeHnn 1 ByaTo 3auenmBLUMECH 3a KOJKYNA ero KycTapHUK. Bosayx
OblN HANOEH ANEKTPUYECTBOM. A yrinybuncs B BUHOrpagHyo anneo, BeayLyto B rpoT; MHe ObIno
rPycTHO. A gymarn O TOl MOSTIOA0M XEHLWMHE C POAMHKOWN Ha LLEKe, NPO KOTOPYH rOBOPUIT MHE
AOKTOp... 3ayem oHa 3gecb? M oHa nn? N nodemy 9 gymatro, 4TO 3TO OHA? M NoYeMy A JaXe Tak B
3TOM yBepeH? Mano nu XeHLWuH ¢ pognHKkaMn Ha wwekax? Pa3mblwnas Takum obpasom, s
nogowen K camomy rpoty. CMOTpIO: B NPOXIagHOM TEHU ero cBoAa, Ha KAMEHHOW CKaMbe CuauT
XEHLLUMHa, B CONTOMEHHOM LUNAMNKE, OKyTaHHAsA YepHOW LWanblo, ONyCTMB rofioBY Ha rpyAb; LWAANKa
3akpbiBana ee nuuo. A xoTen yxe BepHYTbCS, YTOO He HapyLLUTb ee MeYTaHui, Korga oHa Ha
MEHS B3rnsHyna.

— Bepa! — BCKpMKHYI 1 HEBOJILHO.

OHa B3gporHyna un nobnegHena.

— £ 3Hana, 4To Bbl 30€Cb, — CKa3ana oHa. A cen Bo3ne Hee U1 B34n ee 3a pyKy. [1JaBHO 3a0bIThil
TpeneT npobexan No MOWM >Xunam fnpu 3ByKe 3TOro MUMOro rofioca; oHa NocMoTpena MHe B rnasa
CBOUMM rMyBOKNMUN U CMOKOWHBIMU FNasaMn; B HAX BblpaXkanacb He4OBEPYMBOCTb U YTO-TO
rnoxoxee Ha ynpek.

— Mbl gaBHO He BMAANUCb, — ckasan 4.

— [laBHO, 1 nepemeHunmncb ob6a BoO MHOrom!

— C1ano ObITb, yX Tbl MEHS HE NMOOULLL?..

— A 3amyxem! — ckasana oHa.

— Onatb? OgHaKo HECKOMBKO NET TOMY Has3azj dTa NpuyMHa Takke CyllecTBoBana, Ho Mexay
TeM... — OHa BblaepHyna CBOK PYKY M3 MOEN, U LLiEKN ee 3anblnanu.



— MoxeT 6bITb, Tbl NMOGULLIL CBOErO BTOPOro Myxa?.. — OHa He oTBeYana u OTBepHynachb.

— VInn oH o4eHb peBHUB?

MonyaHue.

— YT0 %? OH Monog, xopoLl, 0cobeHHO, BepHO, BoraT, u Tbl 6oULLLCS... — A B3rNsHY Ha Hee U
nucnyrancs; ee nuuo Bblpaxano rnybokoe oTyasgHbe, Ha rnasax cBepkanu crnesbl.

— Ckaxu MHe, — HakOoHeL, npoLuenTana oHa, — Tebe o4eHb Beceno MeHst MyunTb? A 6bl Tebs
AOIMKHA HeHaBmaeTb. C Tex Nop Kak Mbl 3HaeM Apyr Apyra, Tbl HAYEro MHE He farn, Kpome
cTpagaHuin... — Ee ronoc 3agpoxarn, oHa CKNoHUach KO MHe 1 OnyCcTuna rofoBy Ha rpyab MOK.
«MoxeT 6bITb, — nogyman 4, — Tbl OTTOr0-TO UMEHHO MeHSA 1 fntobuna: pagoctu 3abbiBaoTcs, a
nevanu HukKorga...»

A ee Kpenko 06HAN, 1 Tak Mbl OCTaBanucb 4onro. HakoHew ry6bl Hawwm connannncb 1 Crivnuck B
XapKuii, ynouTenbHbIV Nouenyn; ee pyku 6binv XONOA4HbI Kak neA, ronosa ropena. TyT mexay
HaMW Ha4asncsa OauH 13 TeX PasroBOPOB, KOTOPbIE Ha Bymare He MMEIT CMbICa, KOTOPbIX
NMOBTOPUTb HEMb3S N HENB3SA AaXe 3aNOMHUTb: 3HaYeHNe 3BYKOB 3aMeHSIET 1 JOMNONHAET
3HaYeHWe CrnoB, KaK B UTanbsHCKON onepe.

OHa pewmnTenbHO He Xo4eT, YTOD 1 NO3HAKOMUIICA C €€ MY>KEM — TEM XPOMbIM CTapUYKOM,
KOTOpOro s Buaen Menbkom Ha GynbBape: oHa Bbllwna 3a Hero Ansa cobiHa. OH 6oraT u cTpagaet
peBmatuamamu. A He nossonun cebe Hag HAM HU OOHOW HAaCMELLKW: OHa ero yBaXkaeT, Kak oTua, —
n 6yaet obmaHbiBaTb, Kak Myxa... CTpaHHas Bellb cepaLe YenoBeyeckoe BooOLEe, U )XEeHCKoe B
ocobeHHocTu!

Myx Bepsbl, CemeH Bacunbesud I...B, AanbHUIA POACTBEHHUK KHAMMHU JTuroBckon. OH XUBET C
Heto psaom; Bepa 4acTo GbIBaeT y KHAMMHW; S €/ gan CnoBo NO3HAKOMUTBLCA € JTuroBckumun m
BOJSIOYMTBLCS 3a KHSPKHOM, YTOD OTBMEYb OT Hee BHUMaHWe. Takum o6pa3omM, Mov MnaHbl HUMano
He paccTpounucek, 1 MHe ByaeT Beceno...

Beceno!.. [la, g yxe npowen TOT NepuoA X1U3HU AyLEeBHOWN, Korga ULyT TONbKO cHacTus, korga
cepaue YyBCTBYeT HEODXOAUMOCTb NOOUTL CUITbHO N CTPACTHO KOro-HMByapb, — Tenepb A TOMbKO
Xo4y 6bITb NOOBUMBIM, U TO O4EHb HEMHOTMMU; AaXe MHE KaXeTcsl, 0QHON NOCTOAHHOM
NpUBA3aHHOCTU MHe BbINo Bbl 4OBOSBHO: Xankasa npvBblvka cepaual..

OpHako MHe Bceraga 6bino CTpaHHO: S HUKOrAa He aenancs pabom nobnMON KEeHLLUMHBI;
HanpoTuMB, A Bcerga npnobpeTtan Hag ux Bonen n cepguem Henobeammyo BnacTb, BOBCE 006 3TOM
He cTapadcb. OT4ero 3T0? — OTTOr0 NI YTO S HUKOr4a HUYEM OYEHb HE AOPOXKY M YTO OHU
eXEMUHYTHO 605IMMCh BbINYCTUTb MEHA U3 PYK? UMM 3TO — MarHETUYECKOE BIIUSIHUS CUITbHOO
OopraHuama? unum MHe NPOCTO He yYAaBanoCb BCTPETUTb XEHLLMHY C YNOPHLIM XapaKTepom?
Hago npusHaTbCA, YTO S TOYHO He OO0 XXEHLWMH C XapakTepoM: UX N 3To Aeno!..

MpaBga, Tenepb BCNOMHUM: OAMH pa3, O4MH TOMbKO pa3 s Nobun XeHLWWHY ¢ TBEPAOK Bonen,
KOTOpPYIO HMKOrAaa He mor nobeanTb... Mbl pacctanucb Bparamu, — u To, MOXET ObiTb, ecnn 6 9 ee
BCTPETUN NATLIO rogamMu No3xe, Mbl pacctanncb bbl MHave...
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['po3a 3acTtana Hac B rpoTe 1 yaeparna nuwHux nonyaca. OHa He 3acTaBnsna MeHsa KNACTbCS B
BEPHOCTU, HE cnpalwuneBana, nbun nu 8 gpyrux ¢ Tex nop, Kak Mbl pacctanuce... OHa BBepunach
MHEe CHOBa C npeXxHen 6ecnevyHoCcTblo, — 9 ee He 0OMaHy: OHa eANHCTBEHHAS XXEHLLUMHA B MUpE,
KOTOpYIO 51 HE B cunax 6bin 66l 06MaHyTb. A 3Hat0, Mbl CKOPO pasny4ymmcs onaTb U, MOXET ObITb,



Ha Bekun: oba nongem pasHbIMU NyTAMKM 4O rpoba; HO BOCNOMUHAHUE O HEWN OCTaHeTCA
HEenpPUKOCHOBEHHbLIM B AiyLle MOEN; 9 el 9TO NOBTOPSAN BCerga v OHa MHe BEPUT, XOTA roBOpUT
NPOTMBHOE.

HakoHeL, Mbl paccTanucb; 1 4ONro criegun 3a Het B30pOM, NoKa ee LWsAnKa He CKpbifiach 3a
KycTapHukamu n ckanamu. Cepgue moe 60ne3HeHHO Cxanocb, Kak Nocre NepBoro pacctaBaHuUs.
O, kak a9 obapagoBanca aTomy 4yBcTBY! YK HE MONOAOCTb N1 C CBOUMM BNaroTBOPHbIMKU Bypsamu
XO4eT BEPHYTLCSA KO MHE ONSATb, UM 3TO TOMbKO ee NpoLanbHbIW B3rnsd, NocrneaHnin nogapok —
Ha NamAaTb?.. A CMELLHO nogymaTb, YTO Ha BMA S eLe ManbyuK: nuuyo XoTs 6neaHo, Ho ewe
CBEXO; YNeHbl TMBKM 1 CTPOViHbI; FYCTbl€ KyAPW BbIOTCS, rNasa ropsar, KPOBb KUMAT...

BosBpaTack gomon, s cen BEpXOM M NocKakan B CTenb; S NoOo ckakaTb Ha ropsiyen nowaam no
BbICOKOM TpaBe, MPOTUB MNYCTbIHHOIO BETPA; C XXaAHOCTbIO rnoTato s 6riarOBOHHbIV BO34YX U
YCTPEMNSAIO B30PbI B CUHIOK Aarnb, CTapasiCb YNOBUTb TYMaHHbIE O4EPKU NPeaMeTOB, KOTOpble
€XEMVHYTHO CTaHOBATCS BCe sicHee n sicHee. Kakasa 6bl ropecTb HU nexana Ha cepaue, kakoe 6bl
6€eCcnoKoONCTBO HN TOMUIIO MbICI b, BCE B MUHYTY pacCeeTcs; Ha AyLle CTaHeT ferko, ycTanocTb
Tena nobegut TpeBory yma. HeT xeHCKoro B3opa, KOToporo 6bl 9 He 3abbin Npu BUae KyapsBbixX
rop, 03apeHHbIX KXXHbIM COMHLEM, Npy Buae ronyboro Heba unu BHMMaa LWyMy noToka,
nagatoLlero c yteca Ha yTec.
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Hambl Ha Bogax eLle BepAT HanageHMsaM YepKecoB cpeaun 6enoro AHs; BEPOSATHO, NO3ITOMY
["PYLIHMLKMI CBEPX CONAATCKON LUMHENW MNOBECUIT LIALLKY M Napy NUCTONETOB: OH 6bln AOBOMBHO
CMELLOH B 3TOM reporckoM obneveHmmn. BbiCOKUn KyCT 3akpbiBan MEHS OT HUX, HO CKBO3b JIUCTbSA
€ro s Mor BUAeTb BCE M OTragaTh NO BbIPAXEHUAM UX 1L, YTO Pa3roBop Obif1 CEHTUMEHTaNbHbIN.
HakoHeu, oHn Npnbnnannnce K cnycky; pyLwHULKMIA B3SN 3a NOBOA NoLwaAb KHSPKHbI, U Toraa s
ycrbilwarn KoHeL, Ux pasrosopa:

— W Bbl Lenyto Xun3Hb XO0TUTE OCTaTbCA Ha KaBka3se? — roBopuria KHsKHa.

— Yrto ana meHs Poccua! — oTBeyan ee kaBarnep, — CTpaHa, rge TbiCa4uum ngeun, noToMy YTo OHU
BGoraye meHs, 6yayT CMOTpPETb Ha MEHS C Npe3peHneM, Toraa Kak 3gecb — 34ecb 3Ta Toncras
LWMHENb He nomellana MoemMy 3HaKOMCTBY C BaMW. ..

— HanpoTtuB... — ckasana KHs>XHa, NOKpacHEB.

JMnuo MpywHMukoro nsobpasuno ygosonbctane. OH npogomkan:

— 3aecb MOS XM3Hb NPOTEYET LWYMHO, HE3aMETHO 1 BbICTPO, NOA NyNAMU AMKapen, 1 ecnu bl 6or
MHE KaXkablil rog nocbinan oguH CBETNbIN XEHCKUA B3rNs4, OAWH, NOAOOHLIN TOMY...

B 9T0 Bpems OHM NopaBHANUCH CO MHOW; 9 yaapwi nNneTbio no nowaau v Bolexan us-3a Kycra...
22
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OHa cmyTunack, — HO OTYEro? OT CBOEW OLUMOKKN UK OTTOrO, YTO MOV OTBET €1 NOKa3arncs
aep3kum? A xxenan 6bl, 4T06 NocnegHee moe npefnonoXxeHne 6b110 cnpaBeannBo. [ pyLIHULKUIA
Opocun Ha MeHs He4OBOJbHbIN B3rNA4.

Mo3aHO BeYepoOM, TO eCTb YAcOB B OAUHHAAUATb, S NOWeN rynaTb No NMNoBowv annee 6ynbBapa.
Fopoa cnan, TONbKO B HEKOTOPbIX OKHax MernbKkanu orin. C Tpex CTOPOH YepHenn rpebHn ytecos,
oTpacnu Mawyka, Ha BepLUMHE KOTOPOro nexarno 3nosellee 06nayvko; mecsi, nogbiManca Ha



BOCTOKe; BOanu cepebpsiHori 6axpomoin cBepkanu CHeroBble ropbl. OKMMKM YacoBbIX
nepemMexanucb C LLYMOM ropsiunx Krnovemn, CnyLleHHbIX Ha HOYb. [1opoto 3BYYHbIN TONOT KOHA
pasgasarcs no ynuue, ConpoBoXaaeMblin CKPbINOM Haramckor apbbl U 3ayHbIBHbIM TaTapCKUM
npuneBoM. A cen Ha ckaMbio U 3agymarncs... A YyyBcTBoBan HEO6X04MMOCTb U3MUTb CBOW MbICI U
B APY>KECKOM pa3roBope... HO ¢ keM? «YTo genaet tenepb Bepa?» — gyman 5... A 66l goporo
Aan, ytob B 9Ty MUHYTY NOXaTb €€ PyKy.

Baopyr cnbiwy 6biCTpble U HEPOBHbIE Warwn... BepHo, MpylwiHuUkni... Tak n ectb!

— OTkypa?

— OT KHArMHM JIMroBcKom, — ckasan oH o4YeHb BaxkHO. — Kak Mepwu noeT!..

— 3Haelb N1 YTO? — cKa3an s emy, — 9 napu AepXy, YTO OHa He 3HaeT, YTO Thbl IOHKEP; OHa
AyMaeT, 4TOo Tbl pa3KanoBaHHbIN. ..

— MoxeT 6bITb! Kakoe MHe geno!.. — ckasan OH pacCesiHHO.

— HeT, A TONbKO Tak 3TO roBoOpHo...

— A 3HaeLb NK, YTO Thl HbIHYE ee yxacHOo paccepann? OHa Hawna, YTo 9TO HecrbIXaHHas
Aep30CTb; S HACUNy MOr ee YBEPUTb, YTO Tbl TaK XOPOLLIO BOCNNTAH U TaK XOPOLLO 3HaeLlb CBET,
YTO HE MOT UMETb HaMepeHMe ee OCKOPOUTL; OHa rOBOPUT, YTO y TeBA HarnbIv B3rnag, YTo Thl,
BEPHO, 0 cebe camoro BbICOKOrO MHEHMUS.

— OHa He owmnbaeTcs... A Tbl He XO4eLlb NN 3a Hee BCTYNUTbLCA?

— MHe xanb, 4YTO He nMelo elle 3Toro npaea...

— O-ro! — nogyman 1, — y Hero, BUAHO, ECTb yXXe Haaexabl. ..

— Bnpouem, ana teb4a xe xyxe, — npogorkan IpylwHUUKWIA, — Tenepb Tebe TpyaHO NO3HAKOMUTLCS
C HUMU, — @ Xarb! 3TO 0OQMH U3 CaMblX MPUATHBIX JOMOB, KakMe sl TONbKO 3Halo...

A BHYTPEHHO ynbIGHYyCS.

— Cambili NpUATHLIV AOM AN MEHS Tenepb MOW, — CKa3an s, 3eBasi, U BcTan, 4tob nartu.

— OgHako npusHancs, Tbl packanBaellbca?..

— Kakon B3gop! ecnu 9 3axo4y, TO 3aBTpa xe 6yay Be4epOM Y KHAMMHM. ..

— [NocmoTpum...

— Oaxe, utob Tebe caoenatb yAOBONLCTBUE, CTAHY BONIOYUTLCS 3a KHSKHOMN. ..

— [a, ecnu oHa 3axo4eT roBopuTb C TOOOMN. ..

— # nogoxay TONbKO TOM MUHYTBI, KOr4a TBOW pa3roBop eun Hacky4uuT... MNpowan!..

— A A noray warartbcs, — 8 HU 3a 4YTO Tenepb He 3acHy... [locnywan, noMaem ny4yiie B
pecTtopauuio, TaM Urpa... MHe HY>XHbl HbIHYEe CUMbHbIE OLLYLLIEHUS. ..

— XXenato Tebe npourpatbes. ..

A nowen gomon.

21-ro mas.

Mpowna noYtn Hegens, a 4 ewe He no3Hakomuncs ¢ Jlurosckumun. XKay yaobHoro cnyyas.
["PYLIHMLKMIA, KaK TEHb, CrieQyeT 3a KHSXKHOW Be3ae; X pas3roBOpbl 6ECKOHEYHbI: KOrga Xe OH e
Hackyunt?.. MaTb He obpallaeT Ha 3TO BHUMaHMUS, NOTOMY YTO OH He XXeHux. BoT noruka
maTtepen! A nogmeTvnn gBa, TpU HEXHbIX B3rna4a, — Hago 3TOMY NOSIOXUTb KOHELL.

Buepa y konogua B nepsbIv pas asunack Bepa... OHa, ¢ Tex nop Kak Mbl BCTPETUINCHL B FPOTE, HE
BbIxoguna n3 goma. Mel B 04HO BpeMsi OnyCTUN CTakaHbl, U, HAKITOHACh, OHa MHe cKka3ana
LenoToMm:



— Tbl He xo4eLb NO3HAKOMUTLCS C JIMroBCKMMU?.. Mbl TONBKO TaM MOXEM BUOETbLCS. ..

Ynpek! cky4Ho! Ho a ero 3acnyxwn...

KctaTtu: 3aBTpa 6an no nognucke B 3ane pectopaummn, n s 6yay TaHueBaTb C KHSPKHON Ma3ypky.
22-ro mas.

3ana pectopauun npespaTunacb B 3any bnaropogHoro cobpanus. B oeBaTb yacos Bce
cbexanucb. KHAMMHA ¢ AoYepbio iBUNacb U3 NOCneagHuX; MHoOrMe AamMbl NOCMOTPENY Ha Hee C
3aBUCTbIO N HepgobpoxenaTenbCTBOM, MOTOMY YTO KHsXKHa Mepu ogeBaeTcs co BKycom. Te,
KOTOpble NnounTatoT cebs 34ellHUMM apucTOKpaTKaMn, yTanse 3aBUCTb, NPUMKHYINUCH K HEW. Kak
ObITb? ['Ae eCTb 0OLECTBO XEHLUUH — TaM Cervac IBUTCS BbICLUMIA U HU3LWWA Kpyr. [1oa OKHOM, B
Tonne Hapoaa, ctoan PyLWHULKMIA, NpMKaB NULO K CTEKIY U He CnycKas rnas ¢ cBoemn 6ormHu;
OHa, Npoxoas MUMO, eiBa NPUMETHO KUBHYNa emy ronoBon. OH Npocusr, Kak ConHue... TaHubl
Havanucb NonbCKMM; NOTOM 3aurpanu Barnbc. LUnopbl 3a3BeHenn, anibl NOAHANUCH U
3aKPYXUIUCB.

A ctoan c3agm ogHOM TONCTOM AaMbl, OCEHEHHOW PO30BLIMU NEPbAMMU; MbILUHOCTL €€ NnaTbs
HanomMuHana BpemeHa ouxmM, a NecTpoTa ee HernagKkom KOXu — cHacTiMBYIO SMOXY MYyLLEK U3
yepHoun TadpTbl. Camasg 6onbliaa 6opoaaBka Ha ee Lwee NpukpbiTa 6bina epmyapom. OHa
roBopuria CBOemy KaBanepy, AparyHCKOMY KanuTaHy:
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— 3a 3TuUM Jeno He cTaHeT! — oTBeYan ycnyXnusblii KanuTaH 1 oTNpaBuUCs B APYryto KOMHaTYy.

A TOTYaC NoAOLIEN K KHSDKHE, Npurnallas ee BanbCcupoBaTth, Nofb3ysacb CBOOOA0N 34ELLHMX
o6bl4aeB, NO3BONAOLWMNX TaHLEeBaTb C HE3HAKOMbIMU JaMaMu.
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[Mocne HecKONbKMX MUHYT MOMYaHNA 9 ckasan eu, NPUHSB CaMblil NOKOPHbLIN BUA:

— A cnblwan, KHKHA, 4To, ByayyYn Bam BOBCE HE3HAKOM, S UMEN YXXe HecHacTbe 3acnyXuTb Bally
HEMWIOCTb... YTO Bbl MEHSA HALUNN OEP3KMM... HEeYXenn 3To npasaa?

— W Bam Bbl xOoTENOCh TENEPb MEHA YTBEPANUTL B 3TOM MHEHMU? — OTBEYana oHa C UPOHNUYECKOM
rpUMackon, KoTopasi, BNnpoyYeM, O4eHb UAET K ee NOABMKHON (PU3MOHOMUM.

— Ecnu 5 umen pgep3ocTb Bac YeM-H1byab ockopbuTb, TO NO3BONbTE MHE UMETH eLle 6onbLUyo
AEepP30CTb NPOCUTL Y Bac NPoLLeHus... M, npaeo, a1 6bl 04eHb Xenan gokasatb Bam, Y4TO Bbl HAcyeT
MeHs owmbanunce...

— Bam aT10 6ygeT AoBONbLHO TPYAHO...

— Otyero xe?

— OTTOrO, 4YTO BbI Y HAC He GbiBaeTe, a 3T 6anbl, BEPOATHO, HE YacTo ByayT NOBTOPATLCS.

«JTO 3HAYUT, — nogymMan 4, — 4To UX ABepu AN MEeHS HAaBEKN 3aKpbITbl».

— 3HaeTe, KHsXKHa, — cKasan s ¢ HEKOTOPOW J0CadoWn, — HUKOrga He A0SMKHO OTBepraTth Karouwerocs
NPecTynHUKa: C OTYasAHUSA OH MOXET cAenaTbCs elle BABOe NnpecTyrnHee... u torga...

XOXOT 1 WyLlyKaHbe Hac OKpYXatoLmx 3acTaBuim MeHa 06epHyTbCS 1 NpepBaTb MOto opasy. B
HECKONbKUX LLarax oT MeHs CTosna rpynna My>4uH, U B X YMcne aparyHCKU KanutaH,
N3bABUBLLNI BpaxaeOHble HaMepPEHNS NMPOTUB MUITON KHSXKHbI; OH OCOBEHHO Bblf1 YEM-TO OYEHb
AO0BONEH, NOTUPan pyku, XoxoTarn u nepeMmurmearnca ¢ Tosapuwamun. Bapyr ns cpebl nx
OTAENUNCSH rocnoanH BO opake ¢ ANMMHHBIMU YCaMu 1 KPaCHOW POXEN N Hanpasuil HEBEPHbIE
Luaryn CBOM NpsIMO K KHSDKHE: OH Obin NbsiH. OCTaHOBACH MPOTMB CMYTUBLLEWCS KHSXKHbBI U 3aNOXMB



PYKM 3a CMWUHY, OH YCTaBui Ha Hee MYTHO-Cepble rrasa 1 Npon3HeC XpUnnbiM AULWKAHTOM:
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— YT0 Bam yrogHo? — npomsHecna oHa ApoxalyMm ronocom, 6pocas Kpyrom yMonsitoLwmn B3rnsag,.
YBbl! ee maTtb Gbina ganeko, 1 BO3fe HUKOro 13 3HaKOMbIX €1 KaBasiepoB He ObINo; OauH
afblOTaHT, KAXETCs, BCe 3TO BUAEN, Aa CnpsTanca 3a Tonnon, 4tob He ObiTb 3ameluaHy B
NCTOPUIO.
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A Bugen, 4To oHa rotoBa ynactb B OOMOPOK OT CTpaxy U HErogoBaHUA.

A nogowwen K nbsiHOMY rocnoguHy, B3sin ero JOBOJSIbHO KPEenKo 3a pyKy 1, NMOCMOTPEB eMy
npucTanbHO B rnasa, Nonpocun yaanutbes, — NOTOMY, NpMbaBun A, YTO KHSXKHA OABHO YK
obGellanacbh TaHUeBaTb Ma3ypKy CO MHOH0.

— Hy, Heyero genatb!.. B gpyron pas! — ckasan OH, 3aCMesiBLUUCb, U YOanumcs K CBOUM
NPUCTbPKEHHBIM TOBapuLLaM, KOTOPble TOTYacC yBenu ero B Apyryro KOMHarty.

£ 6b1n BO3HarpaxaeH rnyobokum, YyaecHbIM B3rnsiaoMm.

KHs>kHa nogoLuna K cBoen matepu n pacckasana eun Bce, Ta oTbiCKana MeHs B Tofne n
6narogapvna. OHa o6bsBuna MHe, YTO 3Hana Mo MaTb M Obina gpy)XHa C NONAHKUHON MOUX
TETYLLEK.

— 7 He 3Halo, KaK CNy4Ynnochb, YTO Mbl 40 CUX NOP C BAMU HE3HAKOMbI, — Npubasuna oHa, — HO
NPU3HanNTeCh, Bbl 3TOMY OJHW BUHO: Bbl AUYUTECH BCEX TaK, YTO HU HA YTO He noxoxe. A
HaOelCb, YTO BO34yX MOEN rOCTMHOW Pas3roHUT Ball CMJSIVH... HE npasaa nn?

A ckasan ein ogHy M3 Tex opas, KOTopble Y BCAKOro AOSMKHbI ObITh 3aroToBneHbl Ha NOA06HbIV
cnyyvan.

Kagpvnu TAHyNnCb yxacHo JONro.

HakoHeL ¢ xop 3arpemena Masypka; Mbl C KHSXXKHOW YCENUChb.

£ He Hamekan HU pa3y HWM O NbSHOM rOCMOAUHE, HU O MPEXHEM MOEM NoBeLEHUN, HUN O
[pywHuLkomMm. BnevyaTtneHue, npomsseeHHOE Ha Hee HENPUATHOK CLUEHOoK, Mano-nomany
paccesnock; IMYUKO ee pacuBeno; OHa LWyTuna odeHb MUNo; ee pa3roBop 6bin ocTep, 6e3
NpUTSA3aHUA Ha OCTPOTY, XUB 1 cBOOOAEH; ee 3ameyvaHns nHorga rnyboku... A nan en
NMoYyBCTBOBaTb OYEHb 3anyTaHHOW pasomn, YTO OHa MHe aBHO HpasuTcs. OHa HaknoHuna
rofioBKY M Crierka nokpacHena.

— Bbl cTpaHHbIli Yenosek! — ckazana oHa NOTOM, NOAHSAB Ha MeHs1 CBOM BapxaTHble rnasa u
NPUHYXXOEHHO 3aCMesBLUNCD.

— $1 He xoTen ¢ BaMn 3HAKOMUTbLCS, — NPOAOomKan s, — MOTOMY YTO BacC OKPY>aeT CIIMLLKOM rycras
TONNa NOKMNOHHMKOB, U 51 BOANCS B HEN UCYE3HYTb COBEPLUEHHO.

— Bbl HanpacHo 6osinuck! OHM BCe NpecKyYHbIe. ..

— Bce! Heyxenu Bce?

OHa nocmoTpena Ha MeHsi NpUcTanbHo, cTapasdch 6yaTO NPUNOMHUTE YTO-TO, NOTOM ONATb Crnerka
nokpacHena n, HakoHeL,, NPou3Hecna pewnTensHo: Bce!

— Naxe moun apyr [pyLwIHULKUIA?

— A OH Bawl gpyr? — ckasarna oHa, Noka3sblBas HEKOTOPOe COMHEHME.

- [a.



— OH, KOHEYHO, He BXOOM T B pa3psi CKyYHbIX...

— Ho B pa3psg Hec4acTHbIX, — cka3arn s CMesiChb.

— KoHeuHo! A Bam cmewHo? A 6 xxenana, 4Tob Bbl Obiniv Ha ero mecTe...

— Y10 X? A 6bIN CaM HeKorga HKEPOM, 1, MPaBo, 3TO CaMoe Ny4llee BpeMs MOEM XnU3Hu!

— A pa3sBe OH OHKep?.. — cka3ana oHa 6bICTpo 1 noTom npubasuna: — A 8 gymana. ..

— Yro BbI Aymann?..

— Huyero!.. Kto ata pama?

TyT pa3roBop nepemMeHun HanpasneHne n K 3Tomy yxx 6onee He Bo3Bpallancs.

BoT masypka KoH4Mnack, 1 Mbl pacnpocTUnuck — 4o ceuaaHus. lamel pasbexanucs... A nowen
YXUHaTb 1 BCTpeTun BepHepa.

— A-ra! — ckasan oH, — Tak-To Bbl! A eLle XoTenu He nHavye 3HaKOMUTBLCS C KHSPKHOM, Kak cnacLum
ee OT BEpPHOW CMepPTMW.

— A coenan nyJwe, — oTBeYan s eMy, — cnac ee ot obmopoka Ha Gane!..

— Kak at0? Pacckaxure!..

— Hert, oTragante, — 0 Bbl, OTragblBatowui Bce Ha ceeTe!

23-ro mas.

Oxkono cemn 4YacoB BeYepa s ryndan Ha 6ynbBape. ['pylIHUUKWA, yBUOAB MEHSA 13ganu, NoAoLEn
KO MHe: KaKOn-TO CMeLLHOM BocTopr 6rnmctan B ero rnasax. OH Kpenko noxan MHe pyKy 1 ckasan
Tparn4yecknum royiocom:

— bnarogapto 1eb4, Ne4yopuH... Tbl NOHMMAaELLb MEHA?..

— HerT; HO, BO BCAKOM cny4yae, He cTouT GnarogapHoCTH, — oTBeYan 4, He UMes TOYHO Ha COBECTHU
HUKaKoro 6narogesaHus.

— Kak? a Buepa? Tbl pa3se 3abbin?.. Mepu MHe Bce pacckasana...

— A 4TO0? pasBe y Bac yX HbiHYe Bce obuiee? n bnarogapHoCcTb?..

— Mocnywan, — ckasan [pyLHULKNA OYEeHb BaXXHO, — MOXarnyncra, He nogwy4vmsan Hag Moen
ntoBoBbI0, ECNN XOYeLLb OCTaTbCA MOMM NpuaTenem... Buamwe: s ee nobnto go 6esymums... n 4
AyMato, 1 HagerC b, OHa TakKe MeHs NbuT... Y MeHsa ecTb Ao Tebsa npocbba: Thl Byaellb HblHYe
Yy HUX BeYepoM... obeLlan MHe 3ameyaTb BCe; S 3Hat0, Tbl OMNbITEH B 3TUX BELAX, Tbl NyyLle MEHS
3HaeLb XEHLWWH... KeHwuHbI! )XeHLmHbI! KTo nx normeT? VX ynbibkn npoTMBopeyaT nx B3opam,
nx cnoBa obeLalnT U MaHAT, a 3BYK UX rofioca OTTasikuBaeT... TO OHU B MUHYTY NOCTUratoT U
yragblBalOT Camyo NOTAEHHYIO HaLly MbICIb, TO HE MOHUMAKOT CaMblX ICHbIX HAMEKOB... BOT X0Tb
KHSXKHA: BYepa ee rnasa nbinann CTpacTbio, OCTaHaBMMBAasACh HA MHE, HbIHYE OHWU TYCKIbl U
XONOAHbI. ..

— 3710, MOXeT b6bITb, CeACcTBME AENCTBUS BOA, — OTBEYan 1.

— Tbl BO BCEM BMANLLb XYY CTOPOHY... Matepbanuct! — npubasun oH Npe3puTenbHO. —
Bnpouem, nepemeHum mateputo, — 1, [OBOSbHbIN NIOXUM KanamOypom, OH pa3Becenuscs.

B nesaTOM Yacy Mbl BMECTE MOLUMU K KHATMHE.

Mpoxoas mumo okoH Bepbl, 8 Buaen ee y okHa. Mbl knHynu apyr apyry 6ernbivi B3rnsaa. OHa
BCKOpe Nocre Hac Bowsia B rOCTUHYHO JIMroBckmnx. KHArMHA MeHs er npefcTaBuna kak cBoeu
poacTtBeHHuue. NMunu yan; rocter 66110 MHOro; pa3roBop 6bin 06LWwmi. A cTapancs NoOHPaBUTLCS
KHArMHe, WYTUM, 3acCTaBnss ee HECKONbKO pa3 CMEATbCA OT OYLUM; KHSKHE Takke He pa3
XOTEeNoCb NOXOX0TaTb, HO OHA yAepXMBanach, YTo6 He BbINTU N3 MPUHATON PONN; OHA HaxoauT,



YTO TOMHOCTb K HEN MAET, — U, MOXET ObITb, HE owmbaeTcs. [PyLLUHULKNIA, KaXXeTCH, OYeHb paa,
4YTO MOSI BECENOCTb €€ He 3apaxaer.

[Mocne 4as BCce nownu B 3any.

— [loBonbHa nb Tl MOMM NocnywaHueMm, Bepa? — ckasan s, npoxogs MMMOo ee.

OHa MHe KuHyna B3rnsag, UCNoMHEHHbIN NobBu 1 GnarogapHoOCTU. A NPMBbLIK K 3TUM B3rnsiaam; HO
HeKoraa OHM CoCTaBnNAnn moe bnaxxeHcTBo. KHArMHA ycagmna aoyb 3a hopTenbaHo; BCe NPOCcunm
ee cneTb YTo-HMbyAb, — 1 Monyan 1, NoNb3yACb CyMaTOXOW, OTOLLEN K OKHY ¢ Bepon, koTopas
MHe XOTerna cka3aTb YTO-TO OYEHb BaXXHOe Anst Hac oboux... Beiwno — B3gop. ..

Mexay TemM KHsKHe Moe paBHoayLme 6bino AocagHo, Kak s Mor goragaTbCa N0 O4HOMY
cepaunTomy, bnectawemy B3rnsay... O, 9 yaMBuTenbHO NOHUMAO 3TOT PasroBOp HEMOW, HO
Bblpa3nTENbHbIN, KPATKUA, HO CUIbHbIN!..
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— Mocnywan, — roBopuna mHe Bepa, — s He xo4y, 4TO6 Tbl 3HAKOMUIICS C MOUM MYXEM, HO Tbl
AOJMKEH HEMPEMEHHO MOHPAaBUTLCS KHAMMHE; Tebe 3TO NEerko: Tbl MOXELb BCE, YTO 3axoyellb. Mbl
34ecb Tonbko Byaem BuaeThes... — Tonbko?.. — OHa nokpacHena u npogospkana:

— Tbl 3HaeLWwb, 4YTO 5 TBOA paba; s HUKorga He ymena tebe npoTuBUTLCS... U A Byay 3a 3T0
HakasaHa: Tbl MeHa pa3ntobuwwb! Mo kpanHen mepe A xody cbepeyb CBOK penyTauuto... He ANS
cebs: Tbl 9TO 3HaeLWwb o4eHb xopowo!.. O, a npowy Tebs: He MyYb MEHS NO-NPEXHEMY MYCTbIMK
COMHEHUSIMU 1 MPUTBOPHOM XONOLHOCTBIO: 4, MOXET ObITb, CKOPO YMpPY, A YyBCTBYIO, YTO crnabeto
CO AHS Ha A€Hb... N, HECMOTPSA Ha 3TO, 1 HE MOry AymaTtb O ByayLLen XXU3HKU, 9 AyMato TOMbKO O
Tebe. Bbl, My)X4MHbl, HE MOHMMAaETe HacnaxaeHun B3opa, NoXxaTusa pyku, a g, KnsaHycb Tebe, A,
NpUCnyLLIMBasaChb K TBOEMY ronocy, YyBCTBYIO Takoe rinybokoe, cTpaHHoe 6naXeHCTBO, YTO camble
Xapkue nouernyn He MOryT 3aMeHUTb ero.

Mexay Tem kHsbkHa Mepu nepectana netb. PonoT noxean pasgancs BOKpYr Hee; s nogoLllen K
Hen Nocne BCEX M CKa3asn el YTO-TO HacYeT ee ronoca 4OBOSIbHO HEOPEXHO.

— MHe 31O Tem Gonee nNecTHO, — ckasana OHa, — YTO Bbl MEHS BOBCE He CryLUanu; HO Bbl, MOXeET
ObITb, He MBUTE MY3bIKN?..

— HanpoTtus... nocne o6ena ocobeHHO.

— pyLWwHMLKMIA NpaB, rOBOpPS, YTO y BaC cCaMble Npo3anvyeckme BKYChbl... U 9 BUXKY, YTO Bbl nobute
MY3bIKYy B raCTPOHOMWUYECKOM OTHOLLEHUN. ..

— Bbl oumbaeTech onaTh: A BOBCE HE raCTPOHOM: Y MEHS NPECKBEPHbIN XXenyaok. Ho my3bika
nocne obefa ycbinnseT, a cnaTb nocne obeaa 3gopoBo: crnefoBaTenbHO, A N6 My3biKy B
MeANLUHCKOM OTHOLIEeHUN. Beyepom ke oHa, HanpoTMB, CIULLKOM pasgpakaeT MO HepBbl: MHEe
AenaeTca Unu CNULWKOM rpyCcTHO, UK CIIMLLKOM Beceno. To u Apyroe yToOMUTenNbHO, Koraa HeT
NONOXUTENBHOM NPUYNHBI TPYCTUTDL UK PagoBaTbCA, U NPUTOM FPyCTb B OOLLECTBE CMELLHa, a
CNMLLKOM Bornbluasi BECENOCTb HEMPUNNYHA. ..

OHa He gocnywana, oTowna NpoYb, cena Boane [pyLWHULKOro, U Mexay HUMU Havancs Kakomn-To
CEHTUMEHTanNbHbIN Pa3roBOp: KAXeTCs, KHAXKHA OTBeYana Ha ero myapble dppasbl JOBOJIbHO
paccesiHHO U HeyayHo, XOTS cTaparach NokasaTb, YTO CryLlaeT ero Co BHUMaHueM, NoToMy YTO
OH MHOra cCMOTper Ha Hee C yauBNeHWeM, cTapasiCb yragatb NPUYMHY BHYTPEHHEro BONMHEHNS,
n3obpaxasLuerocst MHorga B ee 6€CcnokonHOM B3rnsige. ..



Ho s Bac oTragan, munas kHskHa, 6eperntecs! Bbl XOTUTE MHE OTNNaTUTb TOK XXEe MOHETOLO,
KOMbHYTb MO€e camontobue, — Bam He yaactcsa! n ecnuv Bbl MHe 06bsBUTE BOKHY, TO 5 Byay
OecnowlageH.

B npogomkeHue Beyepa s HECKONBbKO pa3 HapO4YHO CTaparica BMeLllaTbCa B X pa3roBop, HO OHa
AO0BOJNIbHO CyX0 BCTpeYasna Mov 3aMmedaHusi, u 1 ¢ NPUTBOPHOM JOCaA0H0 HaKoHeL, yaanuncs.
KHskHa TopkecTBoBana, [ pywHuUknin Toxe. TopxxecTByuTe, ApYy3bs MOU, TOPOMNUTECH. .. Bam
Hegonro TopxecTtBoBaTb!.. Kak 6bITb? y MEHS eCTb NpeayyBCTBUE. .. 3HAKOMSICb C XEHLLNHOW, S
Bcerga 6e3owmnboyHo oTrageisan, 6yaeT N oHa MeHs NobuTb UK HeT...

OcTtanbHyto YacTb Beyepa s nposen Bo3ne Bepbl n gockbiTa HAaroBopurncsa o cTapuHe... 3a 4To oHa
MeHS TaK nobuT, npasBo, He 3Hato! Tem BGonee, YTO 3TO OAHA XKEHLUMHA, KOTOpasa MEHS NoHANa
COBEPLUEHHO, CO BCEMW MOUMMU MESNKMMU CnabocTsaMu, AYPHbIMKU CTpacTaMU... Heyxxenu 3no Tak
npusnekaTenbHO?..

Mbl BbIWM BMeCTE € [TPYLUHULKMM; Ha yNuue OH B3AN MEHSA NoA PYKY M NOcne A0Aroro MonyaHus
ckasarn:

— Hy, uto?

«Tbl rNyny», — XoTen s eMy OTBETUTb, HO yAepKarncs 1 TOMbKO noxarn rnnevyamu.

29-ro mas.

Bce aTu gHW 9 HY pasy He OTCTynun OT CBoen cucTteMbl. KHAXKHE HaYMHaEeT HPpaBUTbLCS MOW
pasroBop; S pacckasar el HEKOTOpPble U3 CTPaHHbIX Clly4YaeB MOEW XXMU3HU, N OHA HauYnHaeT
BMOETb BO MHE YernoBeka HeOObIKHOBEHHOrO. S CMetoCb Haf BCEM Ha cBeTe, 0COBEeHHO Haa
4YyBCTBaMW: 3TO Ha4mMHaeT ee nyratb. OHa Npu MHe He CMeeT NyckaTbCs C [ pyLLIHULKMM B
CEHTUMEHTarnbHbIE NPEHUS U YXKe HECKOSbKO pa3 OTBeYara Ha ero BbIXO4KM HaCMeLLSTMBOU
yNnbIOKOW; HO A BCAKMIA pa3, Kak [ pyLLUHMLKNIA NOAXOAMUT K HEW, MPUHMMA0 CMUPEHHbIV BUA U
OCTaBnA0 X BABOEM; B NEPBbIV pa3 Obinia oHa 9TOMy paja unu ctapanacbh nokasaTb; BO BTOPOW
— paccepaunacb Ha MeHs, B TPeTU — Ha [ pyLUHULKOTO.

— Y Bac o4yeHb mano camontobusa! — ckazana oHa MHe BYepa. — OT4yero Bbl AyMaeTe, YTO MHe
Becernee ¢ [ pywHUUKnm?

£ oTBevarn, YTo XepTBYI0 CHACTUIO NPUATENS CBOUM YAOBONLCTBUEM. ..

— M monm, — npnbasuna oHa.

A npuctanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee U MPUHSAN cepbe3Hbln BUA. [10TOM Lenbin 4eHb He roBopun ¢
Hen HY cnoB.a... Beyepom oHa Gbina 3agyMmumBa, HblHYE NOYTPY Y KOMoAua eLe 3agyMynBen;
Korga s nogoLen K Her, OHa paccesHHo cnywana ['pyLwHULKOro, KOTOpbIA, KaXeTcs, BocxuLancs
NPUPOLON, HO TONBLKO YTO 3aBMAeNa MEHs, OHa cTana xoxoTaTb (04eHb HEKCTaTu), NoKa3sbiBas,
OyaTo MeHa He npumMeyvaeT. A oTowen noganblue 1 YKpagkon ctan HabnoaaTth 3a Hel: oHa
OTBEpHynacb OT cBoero cobecegHvka 1 3eBHyna gBsa pasa.

PewntensHo, IMpylwHMUKKMIA e Hagoen.

Ewe aBa aHs He Gyay € Hel roBOpUTb.

3-ro uKoHS.

A yacTo cebsa cnpawmBato, 3a4em A Tak ynopHo A4obmBatoCh NGBU MONMOAEHLKOW AEBOYKN,
KOTOpPY0 060NbCTUTL S HE XO4Y U Ha KOTOPOM HUKOrAa He eHtocb? K Yemy 370 XKeHcKoe
KokeTcTBO? Bepa meHs nobut 6onbLue, yem kHskHa Mepu BygeT niobuTb koraa-Hubyap; ecnm 6
OHa MHe Kasanacb Henobeammom KpacaBuLen, TO, MOXET ObiTb, 51 Obl 3aBNEKCSA TPYAHOCTbIO



npeanpusaTtus... Ho HMYyTb He 6GbiBano! CnegoBaTensHO, 3TO He Ta 6ecnokonHasa NoTpebHOCTb
ntobBK, KOTOpasi HAaC MyYnUT B NepBble roabl MONOAOCTH, BpocaeT Hac OT OAHOM XEHLMHbI K
ApYrown, noka Mbl HanZ4eM Takylo, KOTopasi Hac TepneTb He MOXEeT: TYT HaYMHaeTCH Halle
NMOCTOAHCTBO — UICTUHHAA 6eCKOHEeYHasa CTpacTb, KOTOPYD MaTeMaTUYECKM MOXHO Bblpa3uTb
NVHNER, NagatoLen N3 TOYKM B MPOCTPAHCTBO; CEKPET 3TON OECKOHEYHOCTM — TOSLKO B
HEBO3MOXHOCTU AOCTUTHYTb LIeNN, TO eCTb KOHLa.

3 yero xe a xnono4y? M3 3aBuctu Kk ['pywHnukomy? befHsikka, OH BOBCE ee He 3achyXuBaer.
Mnn 310 cneacTBme TOro CKBEPHOro, HO HeNobeaMMoro YyBCTBa, KOTOPOE 3acTaBnsieT HaC
YHUUYTOXaTb criagkue 3abnyxaeHns 6nvmxHero, 4tobd MMeTb Menkoe YAOBOMbCTBUE CKa3aTb eMY,
Korga oH B oT4yadHum BygeT cnpawmBatb, YEMY OH OOIMKEH BepuTb: «Mon gpyr, CO MHOK BbIo TO
e camoe, 1 Tbl BUAMLb, OAHAKO, A 06efato, YKMHato 1 Cso NPECNOKONHO U, HageCb, CYMEto
ymepeTb 6e3 kpuka un cnes!»

A Beb eCTb HeOOBATHOE HacnaxaeHve B 0bnagaHum Monoaoun, easa pacnycTmsLUencs gywmn!
OHa Kak LBeTOK, KOTOPOro fny4ylunin apoMaTt UcnapseTcs HaBCTpedy NepBoMy Jyvy COfHuUa; ero
HaJo copBaTb B 9Ty MUHYTY U, NOAbILIAB UM A0CbITa, 6pOCUTb Ha 4Opore: aBoCb KTO-HNOYAb
nogHumeT! A 4yBCTBYIO B cebe 3Ty HEHAChITHYH XaAHOCTb, NOMMOLLAoLLYI0 BCE, YTO BCTpeYaeTcs
Ha NyTWn; 9 CMOTPIO Ha CTpagaHusa 1 pagocTn ApYrnx TONbKO B OTHOLLEHUN K cebe, Kak Ha nuLy,
noagep>KmBatoLLyto Mo gylieBHble cunbl. Cam s 6onblie HecnocobeH 6e3ymcTBOBaTh Nog
BNUSIHUEM CTpaCTK; YecTonobue y MeHst nogasneHo o6CcToaTensCTBaMm, HO OHO NPOSABMIIOCH B
Apyrom Buge, nbo yectontobume ecTb He YTO MHOE Kak Xaxaa BnacTu, a nepeoe mMoe
yOOBOSMbCTBUE — MNOAYNHATE MOEN BOSe BCE, YTO MEHS OKpYXaeT; Bo3byxaaTb K cebe 4yBCTBO
ntobBK1, NPegaHHOCTU U CTpaxa — He eCTb N NepBbIvi NPU3HaK 1 BENMYanwiee TOPXXeCTBO BNacTn?
BbITb 4ns KOro-HMbyab NPUYNHOK CTPagaHUM U pagocTer, He UMes Ha TO HUKaKoro
NONOXUTENBLHOrO Npaea, — He camasi N1 3TO cnagkas nuuia Hawen ropaocTu? A 4To Takoe
cyacTtne? HacolweHHas ropgocTtb. Ecnn 6 9 nountan cebs nydile, MoryLiecTBeHHee BCex Ha
ceeTe, 9 6bin 6bl cyacTnmB; ecnn 6 Bce MeHsa nobunu, a B cebe Hawwen 6bl 6eckoHeYHbIe
NCTOYHMKM Nto6BK. 3N0 NOPOXAAET 3M0; NepBOe CTpagaHue AaeT NOHATME O YAOBOMbCTBUM
MYyY1Tb OPYroro; naes 3na He MOXeT BONTW B rofnoBy YenoBeka 6e3 Toro, 4Tob oH He 3axoTen
NPUNOXNUTb ee K AeNCTBUTENbHOCTU: Naeun — CO34aHnsa opraHMyeckme, ckasan KTo-To: nx
poXxaeHwe faeT yxxe UM popmy, 1 aTa popma ecTb AeNCcTBue; TOT, B YbeN rorioBe poaunsiocb
GonbLue naen, ToT bonblue Apyrux AENCTBYET; OT ATOO reHUIN, NMPUKOBAHHbIA K YAHOBHUYECKOMY
cTony, AOIMKEH YMEPETb UMM COUTU C YMa, TOYHO Tak Xe, Kak YenoBeK C MOry4nm
TENOCOXEHNEM, MNPy CUAsiHen XN3HN U CKPOMHOM MOBeAEHUN, YMUPAET OT anoniekCn4eckoro
yoapa. CTpacT He 4TO UHOoe, Kak naev npyv nepBoM CBOEM PasBUTUN: OHU NPUHAANEXHOCTb
IOHOCTU cepAua, 1 rryney ToT, KTO AyMaeT Lenyr XN3Hb UMW BOSTHOBATLCSA: MHOMME CrMOKOWHbIE
PeKn HauYMHaKTCS LWYMHbIMU BOAOMNagaMn, a HU OfHa He cKadeT U He NeHUTCS A0 caMoro Mop4.
Ho 3TO CNOKOWCTBME YacTO NPU3HAK BENMKOW, XOTHA CKPbITOW CUMbl; NONHOTA W rNybuHa YyBCTB U
MbICel He JonyckaeT BelleHbIX NOpPbIBOB; Aywa, CTpadasa 1 Hacnaxaasch, aeT BO BCeM cebe
CTPOrui OTYyeT 1N ybexxgaeTca B TOM, YTO Tak AOSMKHO; OHa 3HaeT, YTO 6e3 rpo3 NOCTOSIHHbIN 3HOM
COMHLa e€e UCCYLUNT; OHa MPOHUKAETCHA CBOEN COBCTBEHHOW XN3HbIO, — NeneeT U HakasbiBaeT
cebs, kak nobumoro pebeHka. TonbKO B 3TOM BbICLLEM COCTOAHMM CaMOMNO3HAHUS YENOBEK MOXET
oueHUTb npasocyane 6oxue.



MepeunTbiBas 3Ty CTpaHULy, S 3aMeyato, YTo Aaneko OTBNEKCS OT CBoero npeameta... Ho 4To 3a
Hyaa?.. Beab aT10T XXypHan nuwy s ans cebs, n, cnegoBaTernbHO, BCE, YTO S B HErO HY Gpoluy,
OyaeT co BpeMeHeM Ansi MeHsi AparoueHHbIM BOCNIOMUHAHMEM.

* % *

Mpuwen INpyWwHULKMIA 1 BpoCcKca MHE Ha LLED: OH Npou3BeaeH B oduuepbl. Mbl BbINUn
wamnaHckoro. [loktop BepHep Bowien Bcrneg 3a HUM.

— £ Bac He no3gpasnsto, — ckasan oH [ pyLHULKOMY.

— OT1yero?

— OTTOro, 4YTO congaTckas LWMHENb K BaM OYEHb MOET, U MPU3HANTECH, YTO aPMENCKUIN NEXOTHbIN
MYHOMP, CLUUTBIA 34€eCb, Ha BoA4ax, He NPUAAcT BaM HUYEro MHTePecHOoro... Buaute nn, Bbl 4o cmnx
nop GbINM UCKNIOYEHNEM, a TeNepb NogonaeTe noa obuwee npasuno.

— TonkynTe, TOoNKynTe, gOKTOpP! Bl MHE HE NOMellaeTe pagoBaTtbes. OH He 3HaeT, — NpubaBun
["PYLUHULKMIA MHE Ha YXO, — CKONbKO Hadexa npugany MHe 3Tu anoneTbl... O, anoneTbl, anoneTsb!
BaLLM 3BE3404KM, NyTEBOAMTENbHbLIE 3BE300YKW... HeT! A Tenepb cOBEPLUEHHO CHACTNMB.

— Tbl ngewb ¢ HaMK TynSaTb K NpoBany? — cnpocun s ero.

— £A? HK 33 YTO HE NOKaXYCb KHSAXXHE, NOKa He roToB ByaeT MyHAMP.

— MNpukaxelwb en 06BABUTL O TBOEW pagocTu?..

— HeT, noxanyncra, He roBopu... A xo4dy ee yanBuTb...

— CKaXu MHe, oiHaKo, Kak TBOW Jerna ¢ Hetl?

OH cmyTUnCA 1 3agymarncs: eMmy XOTenoCb NoxBacTtaTbCd, conratb — U ObINTIO COBECTHO, a BMECTE
C 3TUM BbINO CTbIAHO NPU3HATLCSA B UCTUHE.

— Kak Tbl gymaelub, nodut nn oHa 1eba?

— IMobut nn? Momunyn, MNevopuH, kakne y Tedbs NoHATKSA!.. Kak MOXHO Tak ckopo?.. [la ecnun gaxe
OHa 1 NbUT, TO NOPAAOYHAS XKEHLLMHA 3TOr0 HE CKaXeT...

— Xopouo! A, BEpoATHO, NO-TBOEMY, NOPSA0YHbIN YENOBEK OOSMKEH TOXE MOfYaTb O CBOEN
cTpactu?..

— Ox, bparteu! Ha Bce eCTb MaHepa; MHOroe He roBOpUTCS, a OTragbiBaeTcs. ..

— OT0 npaBaa... Tonbko NO6OBb, KOTOPYH Mbl YATAEM B rfiasax, HU K YeMY XKEHLLUHY He
00s3bIBaeT, TOraa Kak cnoea... beperuco, I'pylwHuLkuiA, oHa Teba HagyBaer...

— OHa?.. — oTBeYan oH, NoAHsB rnasa K Heby 1 camogoBONbHO YNbIOHYBLUUCH, — MHE Karnb Tebs,
Me4vopuH!..

OH ywen.

Beuyepom MHorouncneHHoe obLecTBO OTNPaBUNOCH NELLKOM K NpoBarny.

MO0 MHEHMIO 34ELHNX YYEHbIX, 3TOT NPOBan He YTO MHOE, KaK yraclumi KpaTep; OH HAaXOAUTCS Ha
otnoroctn Mawyka, B Bepcte oT ropoaa. K HeMmy BefeT y3kasa TPONMHKa Mexay KyCTapHUKOB U
ckan; B3bupasicb Ha ropy, s nogan pyky KHsS>KHE, U1 OHa €€ He nokuaana B NPOAOIKEHME LIENown
NPOrysKu.

PasroBop Hall Havancs 310cnoBMeM: s cTan nepebupaTtb NPUCYTCTBYIOLNX U OTCYTCTBYHOLLMX
HaLMX 3HAaKOMbIX, CHa4yana Bblka3dblBan CMELUHbIE, a MOCIe AyPHbIE UX CTOPOHbLI. XKenyb Mos
B3BOJIHOBaNach. A Hayan wyTs — U KOHYMUN UCKPEHHEN 3nocThio. Cnepea aTo ee 3abansano, a
noTom mcnyraro.



— Bbl onacHbIli yenoBek! — ckazana oHa MHe, — 51 Obl NyyLle enana NonacTbCA B Nlecy nog HOX
ybuinLpbl, 4em Bam Ha A3bIYOK... 51 Bac NpoLUy He LWyTs: Korga Bam B3gymaeTca 060 MHe roBOpuUTb
AYPHO, BO3bMUTE fy4Lle HOX U 3apexbTe MeHs, — 9 AyMato, 3TO BaM He ByaeT oveHb TpyaHO.

— PasBe s noxox Ha ybuiiuy?..

— Bbl xyxe...

A 3agymancsa Ha MUHYTY M MOTOM CKasan, NPUHSAB rNyBGoKO TPOHYTLIV BUA:

— [a, TakoBa 6bIna Mos y4acTb € caMmoro getctea. Bce untanun Ha moem nuue Npu3Hakn gypHbIX
YyBCTB, KOTOPbIX HE BbINO; HO X Npegnonarann — u OHW PoaUNUCh. A BbiN CKPOMEH — MEHS
0GBUHANN B NyKaBCTBE: A CTan CKpbITeH. A rnyboko YyyBcTBOBan A06PO U1 310; HAKTO MEHS HE
nackan, Bce ockopbnsanu: s ctan anonamsaTeH; s 6bin yrpioM, — Apyrue aetu secensl U 60NTNMBSI;
S YyBCTBOBan cebs BbILE UX, — MEHSA CTaBUNKU HWXe. A caenanca 3aBuctnme. A Gbin rotos
nobnTb BECb MUP, — MEHSI HUKTO HE MOHSAN: N 9 Bblyunncs HeHaBnaeTb. Mos 6ecueTHas
MONoJoCTb NpoTekana B 6opbbe ¢ cobor u cBeTOM; nyyLune Mou YyBCTBa, HOACb HAaCMeELLKK, S
XOpOoHWN B rnybuHe cepaua: oHU Tam U ymepnu. £ roBopun npasay — MHE He BEPUNK: S Havan
oOMaHbIBaTh; Y3HaB XOPOLLO CBET M NMPYXWHbI 00LWEeCTBa, A CTan UCKYCEH B HAyKe XXWU3HW 1 BUAEn,
Kak gpyrne 6e3 nckyccrea cH4acTnmBbl, NOSb3YACb AApOM TEMU BbIrOA4aMK, KOTOPbIX 5 Tak
HeyToMMMO gobusancs. W Torga B rpyayM Moen poamnock oT4asiHue — He TO oTYasHue, KoTopoe
neyar gynom nuctoneTa, HO XonogHoe, 6eccunbHoe oTyasHue, NPUKPbIToe NI6E3HOCTLIO U
AobpoayLwHon ynbibkon. A caenancst HpaBCTBEHHbLIM Kanekon: ogHa NOfoBMHA AyLM MOEN He
cyllecTBoBarna, oHa BblCOXMa, ucnapunacbe, ymepna, 8 ee otpesan u 6pocun, — Toraa kak gpyras
LeBenunach 1 Xuna K ycnyram Kaxxgaoro, 1 3Toro HUKTO He 3aMeTus, NOTOMY YTO HUKTO He 3Han o
CyLLLeCTBOBaHUKN NornbLuer ee NonoBuMHbI; HO Bbl TENEPb BO MHE pa3byannun BOCNOMUHAHNE O HEW,
n 9 Bam npoyen ee anutadguto. MHornm Bce BoobLe anutadumm KaxKyTCst CMELIHbIMU, HO MHE HET,
0COBEHHO Korga BCMOMHIO O TOM, YTO NoA HUMK NOKOUTCH. Bnpoyem, s He npoLly Bac pasgensTb
MO€ MHEHME: ecrniv MOS BbIXOlKa BaM KaXXeTCA CMeLUHa — noXxanyncra, CMenTech: npeaynpexaato
BaC, YTO 3TO MEHS HE OropYMT HUMAITO.

B aTy MUHYTY A BCTpeTun ee rnasa: B HUX 6eranu cnesbl; pyka ee, onMpaschb Ha MO, Apoxana;
LLeKM nbinanu; en 6uino xanb MmeHsi! CocTpagaHme — YyBCTBO, KOTOPOMY NMOKOPSIOTCS Tak NErko
BCE >KEHLLUMHbI, BMYCTMUIIO CBOM KOITU B €€ HEONbITHOE cepaue. Bo Bce Bpemsi nporysku oHa Gbina
paccesiHHa, HU C KeM He KOKeTHW4Yana, — a 3To BerMkui npusHak!

Mbl npywwinu K npusany; aMbl OCTaBUIIM CBOUX KaBarnepoB, HO OHA He Nokuaana pyku Moew.
OcTpoTbl 34eLHUX AeHAM ee He CMeLLUNK; KpyTu3Ha obpbiBa, Y KOTOPOro OHa CTosna, ee He
nyrana, Torga Kak apyrve 6apbIlHM NULLanu u 3akpbiBanu rnasa.

Ha Bo3BpaTHOM NyTn 9 He BO30BHOBMAN HALLEro nevyanbHOro pasroBopa; Ho Ha NycTble MOU
BOMPOCHI M LWYTKN OHa OTBeYarna KOpoTKO N pacCesiHHO.

— JTiobvnn nn BbI? — CNpOCUN 9 €e HaKoHeL,.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha MeHs NpuUcTarbHO, NoKayana ronoBov — 1 ONATb Brana B 3a4yMYNBOCTb:
SIBHO ObINO, YTO e XOTeNnoCb YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO OHA He 3Hana, C Yero HayaTtb; ee rpyab
BonHoBanachb... Kak 6bITb! KncenHbli pykaB cnabas 3awuTa, n anekTpuyeckas uckpa npobexana
13 MOEW PYyKN B ee PyKy; BCE NOYTU CTPACTN HAYMHAIKOTCS TaK, U Mbl YacTo cebs 0YeHb
obMaHbIBaeM, AymMas, YTO HaC XeHLWUHa NobuT 3a Halwm U3nNYecKne Nnm HpaBCTBEHHbIE
AOCTOWHCTBA; KOHEYHO, OHU MPUTrOTOBNAIT €e cepAue K MPUHATUIO CBSALLIEHHOrO OTHS, a BCe-Taku



nepBoe NPUKOCHOBEHWE peLlaeT aeno.

— He npaBga nu, g 6bina oveHb nobesHa cerogHa? — ckasana MHe KHSKHA C MPUHY>XAEHHOW
ynblGKOW, Korga Mbl BO3BPATUIUChE C FYNSAHbBS.

Mbl paccTanuce.

OHa HepoBornbHa coboi: oHa cebs 06BUHSAET B XONOQHOCTWU... O, 3TO NEPBOE, rMaBHOE TOPXKECTBO!
3aBTpa OHa 3axo4eT BO3HarpaguTb MeHs. A BCe 3TO YX 3HaK Hau3yCTb — BOT YTO CKyYHO!

4-ro VIoHS.

HbiHye g Bugen Bepy. OHa 3amyuyuna meHs cBoeto peBHOCTLI0. KHsKHa B3gymana, KaxeTcs, e
noBepsATb CBOM CepAeyHble TalHbl: Ha4o NpU3HaTbCA, yaadHblli Bbibop!

— 7 oTragbiBato, K YeMy BCe 3TO KIIOHUTCSH, — roBopuna MmHe Bepa, — nyylie ckaxun MHe NnpocTo
Tenepb, YTO Thbl €€ NduLLb.

— Ho ecnu g ee He nobnto?

— To 3a4em xe ee npecnegoBaTtb, TPEBOXNTb, BONMHOBATL €€ BoobOpaxeHue?.. O, 9 Tebsa xopoLo
3Hato! Mocnywan, ecnu Tbl Xo4ewwb, 4Tob A Tebe Bepuna, To Npuesxanm Yepes Hegernto B
KucnoBogack; nocnesasTpa Mbl nepeesxaem Tyga. KHArmHa octaetca 3gech gonblie. Havu
KBapTUpy psagom; Mol 6yaem xmtb B 60nbLLIOM gome 6113 UCTOYHMKA, B ME3OHUHE; BHU3Y KHAMMHSA
JluroBsckasi, a pssAoM eCTb A0M TOro Xe X035iMHa, KOTOPbIY eLle He 3aHAT... [Mprnegewb?..

A obewan — 1 TOT e AeHb Nocnan 3aHaTb 3Ty KBapTUpY.

["PYLWHMLKMIA NpULLIEN KO MHE B LLECTb YacoB BeYyepa U o6baBuI, 4To 3aBTpa OyaeT rotoB ero
MYHAUP, Kak pas K bany.

— HakoHey 51 6yay c Heto TaHUeBaTb Lenbivi Beyep... BoT HaroBoptock! — npnbasmn oH.

— Korpa e 6an?

— [a 3aBTpa! Pa3Be He 3Haelwb? BonbLUoW NpasgHuk, 1 3geLlHee Ha4vanbCTBO B3ANOCh €ro
yCTPOUTb...

— MNongem Ha BynbBap...

— Hw 3a 4T0, B 9TOM ragKkon LWMHENMN. ..

— Kak, Tbl ee pasnobun?..

A ywen oguH 1, BCTpeTuB KHsXHY Mepu, nossan ee Ha ma3ypky. OHa kasanacb yanBneHa u
obpagoBaHa.

— A aymana, 4To Bbl TAHUYyeTEe TOMbKO N0 HEOBXOAMMOCTI, Kak NPOLUSbIA pa3, — ckasana oHa,
OYeHb MU0 ynblBascs...

OHa, KaxeTcs, BOBCE HE 3aMeyaeT OTCYTCTBUS [ pyLLHMLKOrO.

— Bbl 6ygeTe 3aBTpa NpuATHO yAMBIEHbI, — CKa3an g emn.

- Yem?

— OTO cekperT... Ha 6ane Bbl camun JoragaeTech.

£ OKOHYMN BeYep y KHAMMHKU; rocTen He 6bino, Kpome Bepbl 1 ogHoro npesabaBHoro crapuyka. A
ObIn B Ayxe, MMNPOBU3NPOBan pasHble HEOObIKHOBEHHbIE UCTOPUM; KHSXKHA cuaena npoTue MeHs
1 criywana Mov B340p C Takum rinyboKnM, HanpsbKeHHbIM, AaXe HEXHbIM BHUMaHUEM, YTO MHe
ctano cosecTHO. Kyaa geBanach ee XXMBOCTb, €€ KOKETCTBO, ee Kanpusbl, ee aep3kas M1Ha,
npesputenbHasa ynbibka, paccesHHbl B3rnag?..

Bepa Bce 310 3ameTuna: Ha ee 6onesHeHHOM nuue n3obpaxanack rnybokas rpyctb; OHa cuaena
B TEHM Y OKHA, NOrpy>KasiCb B LUMPOKMNE Kpecna... MHe cTano xanb ee...



Torpa s pacckasan BCHO ApaMaTUyecKyto UCTOPUIO Hallero 3HaKOMCTBa C Heto, Hallen nbsun, —
pasymeeTcs, MPUKPbIB BCE 3TO BbIMbILLSIEHHBIMU UMEHAMMU.

A TaK XnBO M306pa3n MOK HEXXHOCTb, MOM BECNOKONCTBA, BOCTOPIA; 4 B TaKOM BbIrOAHOM CBETE
BbICTaBWUIT €€ NOCTYMKKN, XapakTep, YTO OHa NOHeEBONE AOMKHa Bbina NPoCTUTb MHE MOE KOKETCTBO
C KHSDXHOW.

OHa BcTana, noacerna K Ham, OXXUBUIAcCh... U Mbl TOSIbKO B IBa Yaca HOYU BCMIOMHUNU, YTO
AOKTOpa BENAT NIOXUTLCA cnaTb B OAUHHaALUATb.

5-ro HS.

3a nonyaca go 6ana sBuncs Ko MHe MPyLUHULKNIA NOAMHOM CUSIHUM apMENCKOro NEXOTHOrO
MyHaupa. K TpeTben nyroBuue npucterHyTta 6oina 6poH3oBas Lenoyvka, Ha KOTopoKr BUCen
ABOVHOW NOPHET; 3noneTbl HEMMOBEPHOM BENNYMHBI ObINN 3arHyThbl KBEPXY B BUAE KPbISiblleK
amypa; canoru ero CKpunenu; B NeBoN pyke Aepxan OH KOPUYHEBbIE NMaNKOBbIE NepyaTKu u
dypaxky, a npaBoto B3GMBaN eXXeMUHYTHO B MeNKue Kyapu 3asnton xoxon. CamogoBonbCcTeue u
BMECTE HEKOTOpas HeyBEePEHHOCTb M300paxxanucb Ha ero nuue; ero npasgHUYHasi HapyXHoCTb,
ero ropgas noxogka 3actasunmn 66l MEHA pacxoxoTaTtbes, ecnm 6 310 6bI1I0 CornacHo ¢ MOUMM
HamMepeHNaMU.

OH B6pocun chypakky € nepyaTkamm Ha CTon 1 Havan obTarmeaTh oanabl U NONPaBnATLCA Nepes
3epKarioM; YepHbIn OrPOMHbIV NNATOK, HABEPHYTLIN Ha BbICOYAWLUNW NOArancTyLWHUK, KOTOPOro
LeTMHa nogaepxmeana ero nogdopoaoK, BbICOBLIBASICA Ha NOMBEpPLUKA U3-3a BOPOTHUKA; EMY
MoKasanocb Mano: OH BbITaLMI €ro KBepxy A0 YLEW; OT 9TOW TpyAHOW paboTbl, NGO BOPOTHMK
MyHAMpa 6bin 04eHb Y30K U BECNOKOEH, N0 ero HaNUNOCh KPOBbLIO.

— Thbl, FOBOPSAIT, 3TN OHW Y>KACHO BONOYUIICS 3a MOEWN KHSXKHOW? — cKa3an OH A0BOSIbHO HEGPEXHO
N He rNaasa Ha MeHs.

— 'oe Ham, gypakam, yar nuTb! — oTBEeYan s emy, NOBTOPSS NOOMMYH0 NOrOBOPKY OAHOrO 13
CcaMbIX NTOBKMX NMOBEC NPOLUIOro BpEMEHM, BOCNETOro Hekoraa lMNyLwKuHbIM.

— Ckaxu-ka, XxopoLwo Ha MHe cuanT MyHaup?.. OX, NPOKNATbLIV Xna!.. Kak nog Mblwkamu? pexert!..
HeT nny Tebs oyxos?

— Momunyii, yero Tebe ewwe? ot Tebs 1 Tak y>K HECET PO30OBOV NOMaAOoMN. ..

— Huyero. [lan-ka cropga. ..

OH Hanun cebe NONCKNAHKM 3a rancTyk, B HOCOBOW NfaToK, Ha pyKaBga.

— Tl ByaeLwb TaHUEeBaTb? — CIPOCUI OH.

— He gymato.

— 7 6010Cb, YTO MHE C KHSPKHOW NpuaeTCs HauMHaTb Ma3ypKy, — 9 HE 3HAK0 NOYTM HU OLHOM
dourypeil...

— A Tbl 3Ban ee Ha masypky?

— HeTt ewe...

— CmoTpu, 4tob Tebs He Nnpeaynpeaunu...

— B camom pene? — ckasan oH, yaapus ceba no nby. — MNpowan... nongy aoxunaatscsa ee y
nogbesaa. — OH cxBaTun gypaxky 1 nobexan.

Uepes nonyaca un a9 otnpasuncsa. Ha ynuue 66110 TEMHO 1 NYyCTO; BOKPYr COOpaHnsa unmn Tpaktmpa,
KaK yroiHO, TECHUNCS HapoA; OKHa ero CBETUMUCL; 3BYKMN NONIKOBOW MY3bIKA JOHOCUI KO MHE
BeYEepHUn BeTep. A wen meaneHHo; MHe GbINo rpycTHo... Heyxenu, gyman s, Moe e4UHCTBEHHOE



Ha3HayeHne Ha 3emne — paspylaTb Yyxne Hagexabl? C Tex Nop Kak s XXMBY 1 AENCTBYIO, cyabba
Kak-TO BCerga npvBOAuia MEHS K pa3Bsi3ke YyXXuUxX gpam, Kak 6yato 6e3 MeHs HUKTO He MOT Obl HK
ymepeTb, HU NpuinTn B oTyasdHne! A 6bin Heob6xoaMmoe NNUO NSATOro akTa; HEBOSbHO S
pasbirpbiBan Xankyt ponb nanaya unu npegatens. Kakyto yenb nvena Ha a1o cyapba?.. Yx He
Ha3Ha4eH N 9 el B COMMHUTENU MELLLIAHCKUX Tparegum u ceMenHbIX pPOMaHoB — UIu B
COTPYAHWKM NOCTaBLLUKY NOBECTEN, Hanpumep, Ans «bnbnuotekn gna yreHms»?.. Novemy
3HaTtb?.. Mano nu nogen, HaunHas X13Hb, JYMaKT KOHYUTL ee, Kak AnekcaHap Benvkuin nnu
nopa barpoH, a mexay TeM uenbin BeK OCTalTCA TUTYNSAPHBIMU COBETHUKaMN?..

Bongsa B 3any, 9 cnpsitanca B TonNne My)X4vMH U Hadan genaTtb cBov HabnoaeHus. [pyLwHMLK1A
CTOAN BO3M€ KHSPKHbI U YTO-TO rOBOPMA € 6ONbLUMM XXapOM; OHa ero paccesiHHO cnylwana,
CMOTpena no CTopoHaMm, NPUNOXMB Beep K rybkam; Ha nuue ee nsobpaxanocb HeTeprneHue, rnasa
€e 1Uckanu Kpyrom Koro-To; s TUXOHbKO nogoLlen c3agu, 4Tob nogcnywartb Ux pasroBop.

— Bbl MeHs MmyuunTe, KHsbkHA! — roBopun [ pyLUHULKUIA, — Bbl Y>KACHO NepeMEHUNNCL C TeX Nop, Kak
s Bac He Bugarnn...

— Bbl Takke nepemeHunucek, — oTBevana oHa, 6pocmB Ha Hero GbICTPbIN B3rNsa, B KOTOPOM OH He
ymen pasobpaTb TaliHON HAaCMELLKW.

- A7? g nepemenunca?.. O, Hukorga! Bel 3HaeTe, 4ToO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO! KTO BMAEN Bac ogHaxabl,
TOT HaBEKM YHECET ¢ coboto Ball 60XeCTBEHHbIN 06pa3s.

— [NepecTaHbTeE...

— OTyero e Bbl TENEpPb He XOTUTE cnyLwaTb TOro, Yemy elle HelaBHO, U Tak YacTo, BHUManu
6GnaroCcknoHHO?..

— MoTomy 4TO 51 He Nbn NOBTOPEHWIA, — OTBEYana oHa, CMEsACH. ..

— O, A ropbko owmnbes!.. A ayman, 6e3ymMHbIn, YTO NO KparHen Mepe 3T anoneTbl A4agyT MHe
npaBo HageaTbeA... HeT, nyywe 6bl MHE BEK OCTaTbCA B 3TOW NPE3PEeHHON CONAaTCKOW LUMHENN,
KOTOPOWN, MOXET ObITb, 4 0653aH BaLLMM BHUMAHUEM. ..

— B camom pgene, Bam wnHenb ropa3go 6onee K nuuy...

B aT0 Bpemsa 4 nogoLlen u NOKNOHWICA KHSKHE; OHA HEMHOXKO MOKpacHena u ObicTpo
nporosopwuna:

— He npaBga nu, mcbe NevopuH, 4To cepas wnHenb ropa3go bonblle naet K Mcbe
["pywHWLKOMY?..

— $1 ¢ BaMmn He cornaceH, — oTBeYvan s, — B MyHAMpPE OH eLle MOsioXaBee.

["PYLWHWLKMIA HE BbIHEC 3TOrO yAapa; Kak BCe Manbyukn, OH MMeET NPETEH3UI0 ObiTb CTAPUKOM; OH
AYMaeT, YTo Ha ero nuue rnybokue crneabl CTpacTen 3aMeHsItoT oTnevaTtok neT. OH Ha MeHs
6pocun 6eLueHblli B3rns4, TOMHYN HOroK 1 OTOLEN NpoYyb.

— A nNpusHanTeCh, — ckasan sl KHSXKHe, — YTO XOTH OH Bceraa 6bln 04eHb CMELLOH, HO eLle HeJaBHO
OH BaM Ka3arcsi UHTEPECEH... B Cepou LUMHenNn?..

OHa notynuna rnasa n He oTBe4vana.

["pyLWwHULKMIA Lenbli Bevep npecrefoBan KHsXKHY, TaHueBan unu ¢ Heto, Unu BUC-e-BUC; OH
noxupan ee rnasamu, B3gbixan n Hagoegan en monbbamu n ynpekamu. [locne TpeTben kagpunm
OHa ero yx HeHasugena.

— 4 aToro He oxuaan oT Tebs, — cka3an OH, NOAOWAS KO MHE U B35IB MEHS 3a PYKY.



—Yero?

— Tbl C Helo TaHUyelb Ma3ypKy? — CIPOCUIT OH TOPXKECTBEHHbLIM roflocoM. — OHa MHe
npuaHanace...

— Hy, Tak yTo X? A pasBe 9TO cekpeT?

— PasymeeTtca... A gomkeH Gbin 3TOro oXxmaatb OT 4EBYOHKU. .. OT KOKETKM... YK 9 oToMLLY!

— [1eHs Ha CBOIO LUMHESb UM Ha CBOM JMOJIEThI, a 3a4eM Xe 06BMHATL ee? Yem oHa BMHOBATA,
YTO Thbl €/ BonblUe HEe HPaBULLLCA?..

— 3a4yeMm xe nogasaTtb Hagexabl?

— 3ayem xe Tbl Hageanca? XXenatb 1 gobmBaTbCA Yero-HMByAb — MOHMMALD, a KTO X HageeTca?
— Tbl BbIMrpan napu — TONbKO HE COBCEM, — CKa3arn OH, 31106HO ynbliGasch.

Masypka Havyanachb. [pyLIHULKMIA BbIOUpan ogHy TOMbKO KHSKHY, Apyrue KaBanepbl MOMUHYTHO ee
BblOMpanu; aTo IBHO OblN 3aroBOpP NPOTUB MEHS; TEM fy4LLE: € XO4ETCS rOBOPUTb CO MHOW, el
MeLLaloT, — el 3axoyeTcs BOBoe bornee.

£ pa3a gBa noxan ee pyky; BO BTOPOW pa3 OHa ee BblAepHyra, He roBOPS HW CroBa.

— A pypHo Gyay cnaTb 3Ty HOYb, — CKa3arna OHa MHe, Koraa mMasypka KoH4Yunach.

— JTOMY BUHOBAT [ pyLUHULKWIA.

— O HeT! = M nuuyo ee cTano Tak 3aayMymnBO, TaK rpPyCTHO, 4YTO A Aan cebe CrnoBo B 3TOT BeYep
HenpeMeHHO MoLenoBaTb ee PyKy.

Ctanu pasbeaxaTbca. Caxas KHSKHY B KapeTy, S ObICTPO npuKan ee ManeHbKyt py4dKy K rybam
CBOMM. BbINIO TEMHO, U HUKTO HE MOT 9TOro BUAETb.

£ BO3BpaTUNCS B 3ay OYeHb A40BOSEH COBOMN.

3a 6onbLINM CTONOM YXKMHANa MONoAEXb, U Mexay Humu [pywHuukuin. Korga s Bowwen, Bce
3amonyanu: BugHo, roeopunm 060 mHe. MHorue ¢ npowweguwero 6ana Ha MeHs QyTcsa, 0CO6EHHO
AparyHCKUM KanuTaH, a Tenepb, KaXeTCsl, PeLUMTENbHO COCTaBNAETCA NPOTMB MeHs BpaxaebHas
Wwarika nog KomaHaon IMpyLHULUKOro. Y Hero Takom ropabivi u xpabpbii Bug... OyeHb pag; s
ntobnto Bparos, XOTA He NO-XpUCTUAHCKN. OHM MeHSs 3abaBnsioT, BOMHYIOT MHE KPOBb. BbiTb
BCerga HacTopoXe, NOBUTb KaXablW B3rnsd, 3Ha4eHne KaXaoro Crioea, yragblBaTb HAMeEpeHUs,
paspyLlaTtb 3aroBopbl, NPUTBOPATLCA OOMaHYTbIM, U BOPYT OAHMM TONMYKOM OMPOKNHYTb BCE
OrPOMHOE U MHOrOTPYAHOE 34aHue NX XUTPOCTEN N 3aMbICIOB, — BOT YTO A Ha3bIBa0 XU3HbLHO.

B npogomkeHue yxuHa MpyLWHULKMIA WenTanca u nepeMmruearsica ¢ AparyHCKUM KannTaHOoM.
6-ro UKoHS.

HbiHye noyTpy Bepa yexana ¢ myxem B Kucnosogack. A BCTpeTun ux KapeTy, Koraa wen K KHArnHe
Nurosckon. OHa MHe KMBHYyna rofioBo: BO B3rnsae ee 6bin ynpex.

KT0 X BUHOBaT? 3a4eM OHa He XO4eT JaTb MHe Criyyain BUAETbLCH C Heto HaeamHe? JTioboBb, Kak
OroHb, — 6€3 NuLM racHeT. ABOCb PEBHOCTb CAenaeT To, Yero He MOrnm Mou NPocLObLI.

A cugen y KHsarmHm 6utbin Yac. Mepu He Bbiwna, — 6onbHa. Beuepom Ha GynbBape ee He 6bino.
BHOBb cocTaBuMBLIAsACS LlaKiKa, BOOPYXXEHHasa NopHeTaMu, NpuHsana B camoM Aesne rpo3Hbli BUA.
A pag, uTo KHsKHa BonbHa: oHKM caenanu 6bl e kakyto-HMOYaAb Aep30CTb. Y [pyLLIHULKOrOo
pacTpenaHHasi npuyecka 1 OTYasiHHbIA BUA,; OH, KaXXeTCs, B CaMOM Aefne oropyeH, ocobeHHo
camontobue ero ockopbneHo; Ho BeAb eCTb Xe NoAK, B KOTOPbIX AaXe oTYasHue 3abaBHo!..
BosBpaTtacb 4OMOW, 8 3aMeTus, 4To MHe 4Yero-To HegocTtaeT. A He Buaan ee! OHa 6onbHa! Y He
Bno6unca nu s B camom gene?.. Kakon B3gop!



7-ro NoHA.

B oanHHaguaTth 4acoB yTpa — 4ac, B KOTOPbIV KHArMHSA Jlurosckasi 06bIKHOBEHHO NOTEET B
Epmonosckon BaHHe, — g wen mumo ee gomMa. KHshkHa cugena 3agyMuvBo Y OKHA; YBUOEB MEHS,
BCKOYMna.

£ Bowen B nepeHio0; noaen HUKoro He 6bino, n 9 6e3 goknaga, Nonb3yscb cBOOGOAOM 30eLIHNX
HpaBoB, Npobpancs B rOCTUHYHO.

Tycknas 6negHOCTb NOKpbIBana Munoe Nnuo KHkHbl. OHa cTosina y dopTenbsaHo, OnepLUmnch
OLHOW PYKOW Ha CNWHKY Kpecen: aTa pyKa YyTb-4yTb Apoxarna; 1 TMXO NogoLUen K Hen u ckasan:
— Bbl Ha MeH4a cepanTechb?..

OHa nogHana Ha MeHst TOMHbIR, rNy6oKMIA B30p M Nokadana rorioBou; ee rybbl XoTenu
NPOroBOPUTbL YTO-TO — U HE MOITIM; rfa3a HamnoNHUINCbL Crie3amMu; OHa ONyCTUIack B Kpecra u
3aKpbina nuuo pykamu.

— Y70 C BamMn? — ckasan s, B35IB €€ pyKy.

— Bbl mens He yBaxaeTte!.. O! OcTtaBbTe MeHs!..

A caoenan Heckonbko waros... OHa BbINpAMUIIack B Kpecnax, rrnasa ee sacsepkan...

£ octaHoBUICSA, B3SIBLUMCH 32 PYYKY ABEPU M CKasar:

— MpocTute Mens, kHskHa! A nocTynun Kak 6esymel... 3TOro B ApYron pas He CryynTcs: S npumy
CBOM Mepbl... 3a4eM BaM 3HaTb TO, YTO NPOUCXOAMIO 40 cux nop B aywe moen! Bbl aToro
HWKOraa He y3HaeTe, U TeM nydiwe Ans sac. [powanTe.

Yxoas, MHe KaXXeTcs, A1 cribllwarn, YTo OHa nnakana.

£ no Beyepa 6Gpoaun NewkomM rno okpecTHocTAM Maluyka, yTOMUICS YXXacHO U1, NpyweaLwmn JOMON,
Bpocuncsa Ha nocTenb B COBEPLUEHHOM U3HEMOXEHUN.

Ko mHe 3awen BepHep.

— [NpaBaa nn, — cNpocun OH, — YTO Bbl XXEHNTECH Ha KHSXXHE JTMroBCKON?

— A yT0?

— Becb ropog roBopuT; BCe MOU B0MbHbIE 3aHATLI 3TON BaXXHON HOBOCTbLIO, @ YK 3TW BONbHbIE
Takon Hapon: Bce 3HatoT!

«3JTO WyTKM [ pywHMUKoro!» — nogyman f.

— Y706 Bam gokasaTb, AOKTOP, NTOXXHOCTb 3TUX CyXOB, OOBABMSAI0 BaM NO CEKPEeTY, YTO 3aBTpa 4
nepeesxato B Kucnosogck...

— WVl KHArnHa takke?..

— HeT, oHa ocTaeTcs ewe Ha Hegeno 34eck. ..

— Tak Bbl HE XEeHUTEeCHL?..

— [okTop, AOKTOP! MOCMOTPUTE HA MEHS: HEYXENMN A MOXOX Ha XEeHUXa UMn Ha YTo-HMOYab
nogobHoe?

— #1 3TOro He roBopIo... HO Bbl 3HaeTe, eCTb Cnyyau... — npubasun oH, XUTpo ynbibasch, — B
KOTOpbIX 6naropogHblvi YenoBek 06513aH XEeHUTbCH, U eCTb MaMeHbKU, KOTOpbIe MO KpanHen mepe
He npegynpexaaroT 3TUX crny4vaes... ITak, 9 BaM COBETYI0, Kak NpusaTernb, bblTb OCTOpPOXHee!
34ecb, Ha Bofax, NpeonacHbIN BO34yX: CKOMbKO A BUAEN NPeKpacHbIX MOMOAbIX Noaen,
AOCTOMHBIX NyYLUIEN y4acTn 1 yedxasLUmxX oTcioga npsamo nog BeHel... [laxe, noBepute nu, MeHs
XoTenu xeHnTtb! VIMeHHO, ogHa ye3gHaa mamMeHbKa, Y KOTopon 40Yb Obina oveHb 6negHa. A nven
HecyacTue ckasaTb ey, YTO LBeT nvua BO3BpaTUTCS nocne ceaabbbl; Torga oHa co crnesamm



GnarogapHOCTV NpeanoXxuna MHe pyKy CBOEKr OYepu U BCe CBOE COCTOSIHNE — NATbAECAT AyLy,
Kaxketca. Ho s oTBeYarn, 4To 9 K 3TOMy He CNocOOeH. ..
BepHep yLwien B NONHOW yBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OH MEHS NpeaocTeper.
3 cnoB ero s1 3ameTus, 4TO NPO MEHA N KHSXKHY YXK pacnyLleHbl B ropoe pasHble AypPHbIEe CIyXU:
aTo [MpywHuUKOoMy Aapom He npongeT!
10-ro uoHs.
BoT yx Tpu gHsA, kak g B Kucnosopgcke. Kaxabii AeHb BUXy Bepy y konogua v Ha rynsHee. YTpowm,
MpOCbINAasiCb, CaXyCb Y OKHA N HABOXY NIOPHET Ha ee BankoH; OHa AaBHO YXX ogeTa un xaeT
YCIOBHOIO 3HaKa; Mbl BCTpevaemcsl, 6yaTo HeYasiHHO, B cady, KOTOpbI OT HaLIMX JOMOB
cnyckaeTcsa K konoauy. XXnBntenbHbIA rOpHbIA BO34yX BO3BpaATUI ei UBeT nvua 1 cunel. Hegapom
Hap3aH Ha3biBaeTcs GOraTbIipCKnum Kto4OM. 34ELLHNE XUTENN YTBEPXKOAIOT, YTO BO3OYX
KucnoBoacka pacnonaraet k nobsun, YTo 30ecb ObiBalOT pa3Bs3kM BCEX POMAHOB, KOTOPLIE KOraa-
nnbo HaunHanucb y nogowsbl Mawyka. 1 B camom gene, 3gecb BCe ObIWNT YeANHEHUEM; 30ECh
BCE TAMHCTBEHHO — U F'YCTbl€ CEHW NIUMNOBbLIX anfen, CKMNOHSLWMXCH Ha NOTOKOM, KOTOPLIN C
LYMOM M NEHOI0, Nagas ¢ NAnTbl Ha NNUTY, NpopesbiBaeT cebe nyTb Mexay 3eneHeLwmnmmn
ropamu, u yuiernbs, NOMAHbIE MIAOK U MOYaHMEM, KOTOPbIX BETBM pa3beratoTcs oTcloaa BO BCe
CTOPOHbI, N CBEXECTb apOMaTMYECKOro Bo3ayxa, OTAroLweHHOro ncnapeHnsMmn BblCOKNX HOXHbIX
Tpas 1 6enon akaumm, 1 NOCTOSIHHbINW, CNAAO0CTHO-YCbINMUTENbHbIN LUYM CTYAEHbIX PYYbEB,
KOTOpble, BCTPETACH B KOHLE AONWUHbI, 6eryT ApyXHO B3amnyCku U HakoHew, kngatotcs B Moakymok.
C 9TOM CTOPOHBI yLlenbe W1pe 1 NpeBpaLlaeTcs B 3eN1eHyI0 NOLWUHY; MO HEN BbETCA MblfbHas
popora. Becakuin pas, Kak 9 Ha Hee B3rNsHY, MHe BCE KaXeTCs, YTO efeT KapeTa, a U3 OKHa KapeTbl
BbIrnagbiBaeT po30BOE JIMYMKO. YK MHOMO KapeT npoexarno no 3Toun Jopore, — a Tou BCe HeT.
Cnobogka, koTopas 3a KpenocTbio, Hacenunach; B pectopauum, NOCTPOEHHOW Ha XOnMe, B
HECKONbKUX LLarax oT MOen KBapTUpbl, HAYMHAKOT MefnbKaTb BEYEPOM OrHM CKBO3b ABOMHOW pAfg,
TOMOMNEeNn; WyM 1 3BOH CTakaHOB pasgaeTcs A0 No3gHEN HOYM.
Hurge Tak MHOro He NbKT KaXeTUHCKOro BUHA U MUHEparnbHOW BOAbI, Kak 34eChb.

Ho cmeLlumBaTtb gBa aTn pemecrna
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["PYLUHULIKMIA C CBOEW LLANKON ByLlyeT Kaxablii AeHb B TPAKTMPE N CO MHOM NOYTU HE KIaHAeTCS.
OH TOnbKO BYEpa npuexarn, a ycnern y>e noccopuTbCcs C TpeMsi CTapukamu, KOTopble XOoTenu
npexzae ero ceCTb B BaHHY: peLunTeslbHO — HeC4YacTUs pa3BMBalOT B HEM BOVHCTBEHHbIN OyX.
11-ro uoHs.
HakoHeL oHM npuexanu. A cugen y okHa, Koraa ycnbllwan CTYK UX KapeTbl: Y MeHsa cepaue
B3APOrHyno... YTo e ato Takoe? HeyxTo s BnobneH? A Tak rinyno co3gaH, YTo 3TOro MOXHO OT
MEeHs1 OXunaaTthb.
Ay Hux obegan. KHArMHA Ha MEHSI CMOTPUT OYEHb HEXHO N HE OTXOAUT OT AoYvepwu... nnoxo! 3ato
Bepa peBHyeT MeHs1 K KHsbkHE: gobuncs e a aToro 6narononyyms! Yero xeHuwmHa He caenaer,
4106 OoropuMTb conepHuuy! A NOMHI0, ogHa MeHsa nonbuna 3a 1o, Y4To A nbun gpyryto. Het
HU4Yero napagokcanbHee XEeHCKOro yMa; XeHLWMH TpyAHO yoeanTb B YeM-HUbyab, Hago ux
AOBECTU A0 Toro, 4tob oHu ybeannu cebs camm; NOPsSAOK AoKa3aTeNnbCTB, KOTOPbIMU OHU
YHUUYTOXAIOT CBOU NPeaynpeXaeHnsi, O4eHb OpUrMHaneH; 4tob Bbly4YnMTbCA X OManekTuke, Hago
ONPOKUHYTb B YMe CBOEM BCE LUKOSIbHbIE NMpaBuna Noruku.



Hanpumep, cnocob 06bIKHOBEHHDIN:
OTOT YenoBek NMBUT MeHS, HO S 3aMyXXeM: CneaoBaTenbHO, He AOMMKHA ero nobuTe.
Cnocob »XeHCKUI:
A He pormkHa ero nbuTb, 6O A 3aMy>XeM; HO OH MeHsI NMBUT, — cnegoBaTEeNbHO. ..
TyT HECKONBKO TOYEK, MO0 pacCyaokK yXXe HUYEro He roBOPUT, a FOBOPAT BONbLUED YacTbio: A3blIK,
rnasa v Bcneg 3a HAMU cepaue, eCcrivm OHO UMeeTCS.
YUT0, ecnu korga-Hnbyab 9TV 3anncku NnonaayT Ha rnasa XeHwmHe? «KneseTa!» — 3aKkpuynT oHa ¢
HerogoBaHMEM.
C Tex nop, Kak NO3Tbl NULUYT U XEHLUMHbBI UX YUTALOT (32 4TO UM rnyboyvariuasn 6narogqapHocCThb),
MX CTOSbKO pa3 HasblBanu aHrenamu, 4To OHW B caMOM Jene, B NPOCTOTe AYLLUEBHOW, NOBEPUnU
3TOMY KOMMNIMMEHTY, 3abbiBad, YTO Te e No3Tbl 3a AeHbr Benuyann Hepoxa nony6orowm. ..
He kctaTtu G110 6bl MHE rOBOPUTL O HUX C TAKOK 3I10CTbIO, — MHE, KOTOPbIN, KPOME MX, Ha CBETE
HU4Yero He Nbun, — MHe, KOTOPLIN BCerga rotoB Obifl UM XXEPTBOBATb CMOKOMCTBUEM,
yecTonbuem, xun3Hut... Ho Beab s He B npunagke gocaabl u 0cKopbrneHHoro camonobus
CTapalcCb CAEPHYTb C HUX TO BONLWEOHOE NOKpbIBano, CKBO3b KOTOPOE N1Lb MPUBbLIYHbIA B30OP
NpoHMKaeT. HeT, BCe, YTO S FOBOPIO O HUX, €CTb TOMbLKO CneacTeme

Yma xonogHweix HabnwogeHu
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YKeHwuHbl AomKkHbI Bbl XXenaTtb, 4TO6 BCE MYXXUYMHbI MX TaK XKe XOPOLLO 3Hanu, Kak si, N0TOMY 4YTO A
nobnto MX BO CTO pa3 bonbLue ¢ TeX NOp, Kak X He BOKCb 1 NOCTUT UX MeNKMe criabocTu.
KctaTtu: BepHep HamegHW cpaBHUIT XXEHLWMH C 3aKON40BaHHbIM f1IeCOM, O KOTOPOM pacckasblBaeT
Tacc B cBoem «OcBoboxaeHHOM Epycanume». « TonbKo NPUCTYNU, — FOBOPWI OH, — Ha Te6s
MoONeTsT CO BCEX CTOPOH Takme CTpaxu, YTo Boxe ynacu: gonr, ropgocTtb, npunuyne... Hago
TOMbKO HE CMOTPETb, a UATU NPAMO, — Marno-nomMarny 4yyaoBuLLla ncyesaroT, U OTKpbIBaeTCA Npeq
TOOON TUXasi U cBeTnasa nongaHa, cpeamn KoTopon LBeTeT 3eneHblt MupT. 3aTto 6eaa, ecnu Ha
nepBbIX LWarax cepaue AporHeT n obepHellbcsa Hazan!»
12-ro nIoHs.
CerogHawHun Bevep 6bin o6uneH npoucecteusamn. Bepctax B Tpex oT Kucnoesopcka, B ywenbe,
roe npotekaeT [NoakyMok, ecTb ckana, HasbiBaemas KonbLom; 3To — BOpoTa, 06pa3oBaHHbIe
NPUPOLON; OHWN NOAbLIMAKOTCS Ha BbICOKOM XOJIME, 1 3ax0Asliee COMHLUE CKBO3b HUX BDpocaeT Ha
MUP CBOW NOCneaHUN nrameHHbln B3rnag. MHorovncneHHas kaBarnbkaga otnpasunack Tyaa
NOCMOTPETb Ha 3aKaT COSIHLA CKBO3b KAMEHHOE OKOLLKO. HMKTO 13 Hac, No npaBae ckasaTtb, He
Ayman o ConHue. S exan Bo3ne KHSXHbI; BO3BpaLasicb JOMOW, Hago Obino nepeesxartb [1ogkyMok
B6poa. [oOpHble peykn, camble Menkue, onacHbl, 0COGEHHO TEM, YTO AHO UX — COBEPLLEHHbIN
Kanemnaoockon: Kaxabi AeHb OT Hanopa BOJIH OHO U3MeHSIeTCs; rae Obin BYepa KaMeHb, Tam
HblHYe Ama. A B3an nog y3aubl fowanb KHSKHbI M CBEN €€ B BoAy, KoTopasa He Obina Bblle KONEH;
Mbl TUXOHBbKO CTanun NoABUraTbCA HAaUCKOCb NPOTUB TeyeHnd. VI3BeCcTHO, YTo, nepeesxas
ObICTPblE PeYKUN, HE OOIMKHO CMOTPETL Ha BOAY, MO0 ToTYac ronosa 3akpyxutca. A 3abbin 06
3TOM npeaBapuTb KHsXHY Mepu.
Mbl ObInK YK Ha cepeaunHe, B camon BbICTPUHE, Koraa oHa BApPYr Ha cefrnie nokavHynace. «Mue
AYypHO!» — nporoBopwuna oHa cnabbiM ronocoM... A BbICTPO HAKNOHMUMCA K HEW, 06BN PyKOtO ee
rmbkyto Tanuio. «CmoTpute HaBepx! — LWENHYN s e, — 3TO HUYEro, TONbKO He BOMTECH; A C BAMUY.



En cTtano nyuywe; oHa xotena ocBo60anTbCA OT MOEW PYKU, HO 5 eLle Kpenye 06Bun ee HeXHbI
MSIFKMIA CTaH; MOS LEeKa NOYTK Kacanacbh ee WeKU; OT Hee BEANO MiaMeHEM.

— Y710 BbI CO MHOO aenaete? boxe moun!..

A He obpallan BHMMaHWs Ha ee TpeneT U CMyLeHne, U rybbl MOM KOCHYINCb €€ HEXHOW LLEYKN;
OHa B3A4POrHyna, HO HNYero He ckasana; Mbl exanu c3aan; HUKTO He Buaan. Koraa mbl Bbibpanuch
Ha 6eper, To BCe NyCTUNUCH pbICblo. KHsKHa yaeprkana CBO Nolaab; S OCTancs Bo3ne Hee;
BMOHO ObINo, YTO ee 6ecnokomno Moe Mon4YaHue, Ho S NOKNANCHA HE TOBOPUTbL HU CroBa — U3
ntobonbiTcTBa. MHE XOTENOCb BUAETb, Kak OHA BbiNyTaeTCs U3 3TOro 3aTpyaAHUTENBHOIO
NOSIOXKEHMUS.

— Vinu Bbl MeHs Npe3npaeTe, Unu o4YeHb NtbuTte! — ckazana oHa HakoHeL, rofiocoM, B KOTOPOM
ObInKn cnesbl. — MoXeT ObITb, Bbl XOTUTE NOCMEATHCA HAAO MHOW, BO3MYTUTb MO0 AyLY U NOTOM
ocTaBuUTb? JTO ObINO Gbl Tak NOANO, TAK HU3KO, YTO OAHO NPEANONIOXEHME... O HET! He npaBaa
nn, — npubasmna oHa rofiloCoM HEXHOW OBEPEHHOCTH, — HE MpaBaa N, BO MHE HET HUYErO
Takoro, 4to Obl UCKMYano yeaxxeHne? Baw aep3knii NOCTYNOK... 9 AOSMKHA, 9 AOSPKHA BaM ero
NPOCTUTb, NOTOMY YTO no3sonuna... OTBeYanTe, roBOpUTE Xe, 4 Xo4y ChnbiwaTth Baw ronoc!.. — B
nocnegHux cnoax GbI10 TaKoe XXEHCKOe HETEPNEHME, YTO A HEBOJSbHO YNbIGHYICS; K CHACTUIO,
HayMHano cMmepkaTbcs. A HM4Yero He oTBevyarn.

— Bbl MOnunTe? — npogomkana oHa, — Bbl, MOXET ObITb, XOTUTE, YTOD 1 NepBasi BaM ckasana, 4To
51 Bac nobnto?..

A monyan...

— XOTuTE N 3TOro? — Npoaosmkana oHa, 6bIcTpo obpaTAck KO MHE... B pelumtenbHOCTU ee B3opa
1 ronoca ObIfIo YTO-TO CTPALLHOE. ..

— 3a4yeM? — oTBevan s, NoXxas nievyamu.
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Cnesww c nowagen, gambl BOLLNN K KHATMHE; 51 Obln B3BOMHOBAH M NOCKaKan B ropbl pa3BesTb
MbICINK, TONNUBLUXECS B rofioBe Moen. PocuCTbI BeYyep Ablan ynouTtenbHou npoxnagon. JlyHa
nogbiManacb u3-3a TeMHbIX BepLUMH. Kaxabli war Moen HeKoBaHOW fowaam rinyxo pasgasarncs B
MOMYaHUN yLLEeNUn; y Bogonaga s Hanown KOHS, XagHo BAOXHYN B cebsi pasa [ABa CBEXUN BO34yX
FOXKHOM HOYM M NyCTUNCA B 06paTHbIN NyTb. A exan Yyepes cnoboaky. OrHn HaunMHanu yracatb B
OKHaxX; YacoBble Ha Basy KpenocTu N Ka3aky Ha OKPECTHbIX NMUKeTax NPOTSAXHO Nepeknukanucs. ..
B ogHom 13 gomoB cno6ogku, NOCTPOEHHOM Ha Kpato 06pbiBa, 3aMeTUn s1 Ype3BblHaNHOE
OCBELLiEHNE; MO BpeMeHaM pa3faBasicsi HECTPOMHbIN FOBOP M KPUKK, n306nyaBLLUME BOEHHYHO
NUPYLLKY. A cnes n noakpancs K OKHy; HENMOTHO MPUTBOPEHHBIA CTaBeHb NO3BOMNUI MHE BUAETH
NUPYIOLWNX N paccnbiwaTb Ux crosa. foBopunn 060 MHe.

AparyHckuin kanutaH, pa3ropsveHHbIn BUHOM, yaapun no cTony Kynakom, Tpebys BHMMaHWS.

— ['ocnopa! — ckasan oH, — 9TO HM Ha 4TO He noxoxe. NevyoprHa Hago npoy4nTb! 3TK
netepbyprckue cneTkn Bcerga 3a3HatoTcsl, Noka ux He yaapuiib no Hocy! OH gymaeT, 4To OH
TONbKO OAMH U XWN B CBETE, OTTOIO YTO HOCUT BCEraa YMCTble NepvyaTkm U BblYULLEHHbIE Canoru.
— W yto 3a HagmeHHas ynbibka! A 9 yBepeH Mexay TeM, YTo OH Tpyc, — Aa, Tpyc!

— A gymato Toxe, — ckasan ['pywHuukunin. — OH NobuT oTwWYy4YnBaThCA. S pas eMy Takux BeLlen
HaroBopwrl, 4To Apyrov Obl MeHs N3pyoun Ha MmecTe, a [le4yopuH Bce o6paTn B CMELLHYO
CTOPOHY. A, pasymeeTcs, ero He Bbi3Barl, NOTOMY YTO 3TO ObINO ero 4eno; Aa He XoTen u



CBSA3bIBATLCA. ..
— pyLWHNLKMIA Ha Hero 301 3a TO, YTO OH OTOWUI Y HErO KHSXKHY, — CKasarn KTo-TO.

— Bort ewe yto B3gymanu! A, npaBga, HEMHOXKO BONOYUICSH 3@ KHSDKHOW, Aa U TOTYac oTcTarn,
NOTOMY YTO HE XO4Y XXEHUTbCS, 8 KOMNPOMETMPOBAaTb AEBYLLKY HE B MOUX NpaBunax.

— [la s BacC yBepsito, 4TO OH NepBenLlnn Tpyc, To ecTb [levyopuH, a He [ pyLHuLKKIA, — O,
["pyLwHULKMIA MonodeL, 1 NPUTOM OH MOW UCTUHHBIN Apyr! — ckasan onaTb AparyHCKUn KanutaH. —
Mocnopga! HMKTO 34echk ero He 3awmwaet? Hukto? tem nydwe! XoTuTte ucnbitate €ro xpabpocTtb?
9710 Hac no3abasurT...

— XOTUM; TONbKO Kak?

— A BOT cnywawnTe: ["pyLWHULKNIA HA HEr0 0COBEHHO cepauT — emy nepeasi ponb! OH NnpuaepeTcs K
Kakon-HMbyab rnynocTu v BbI3oBET [levopuHa Ha gyansb... [lorognTte; BOT B 3TOM-TO U LWITYKa. ..
BbizoBeT Ha ayanb: xopowo! Bce 310 — BbI3OB, NPUrOTOBMEHMS, YCNOBUS — ByAeT Kak MOXHO
TOPXXECTBEHHEE U yXKacHee, — 4 3a 370 bepycb; 4 6yay TBOMM CEKyHOAHTOM, Mor 6eaHbIn gpyr!
Xopowo! Tonbko BOT rae 3akoproyka: B MUCTONETbI Mbl HE NOJIOXUM Nyfb. YXX 9 BaM oTBeYvato, 4To
[Me4yopuH CTpyCUT — Ha LWeCTU Wwarax ux nocrtaento, 4epT Bo3bMu! CornacHel nu, rocnoga?

— CnaBHo npuaymaHo! cornacHbl! nodemy xe HeT? — pa3ganocb CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— A Tbl, [pyWwHMLKMA?

A c TpeneTom xgan oTeeT [ PyLIHNLUKOro; XonogHas 3rocTb OBnagena MHOK Npu MbICI U, YTO
ecnu 6 He cnyyan, To g Mor 6bl caenaTbCa NocMeLnLLeM 3Tux aypakos. Ecnn 6 IMpyLUHULKKIA He
cornacuncs, s 6pocunca 6 emy Ha weto. Ho nocne HEKOTOPOro MonYaHUst OH BCTarn C CBOEro
MecCTa, NPOTAHYN PYKY KanuTaHy 1 cka3an OYeHb BaXXHO: « XOPOLUO, A COrfnaceH».

TpyAHoO onucaTtb BOCTOPr BCEW YECTHOW KOMMaHUMW.

£ BepHyncs 4OMON, BONHyeMbIn ABYMS pa3nnyHbIMKU YyBCcTBamu. NepBoe BbIno rpyctb. «3a 4To
OHW BCE MeHS HeHaBuaaT? — gyman . — 3a 4to? Obugen nu 4 koro-HMbyab? Het. Heyxenu s
NpUHaANexy K Yncny Tex nogen, KOTopbIX OAMH BUA YXXe nopoxaaeT Heagobpoxenatensctso?» U
S1 YyBCTBOBAar, YTO S40BUTasA 3N0CTb Mano-nomary HanonHsana motw ayuwy. «beperuncs, rocnoguH
[pywHULKMIA! — roBOpUI S, NpOXaXKmMBasCb B3ag v Brepes no komHate. — Co MHOM 3Tak He LWyTAT.
Bbl foporo moxeTe 3annatuTb 3a 0406peHne Bawnx rnynbix ToBapuwlen. A Bam He urpyLukal..»
A He cnan BClo HoYb. K yTpy A 6bIn XXenT, Kak nomepaHeL,.

[MoyTpy 1 BCTpeTUn KHSXKHY y Konoaua.

— Bbl 60nbHbI? — Cka3ana oHa, NpucTanbHO MOCMOTPEB HA MEHS.

— 1 He cnan HouYb.

— W a Takke... 9 Bac 06BMHANA... MOXeET BbITb, HanpacHo? Ho o6bAcHMUTECH, 1 MOry Bam
NpoOCTUTb BCE...

— Bce nun?..

— Bce... Tonbko roBopute npaeay... TONbKO CKopee... Buante nu, 1 mHoro gymana, crapanach
06BbACHUTL, ONpaBAaTh Balle NOBeAeHNE; MOXET ObiTb, Bbl 6OMTECH NPENATCTBUN CO CTOPOHBDI
MOMX POAHbIX... 3TO HAYErO; Korga OHU y3HatoT... (ee ronoc 3agpoxan) s ux ynpouwy. Vnun sawe
cOBCTBEHHOE NOMNOXEHUE. .. HO 3HAINTE, YTO 1 BCEM MOTY NOXEPTBOBATb 4SS TOr0, KOTOPOro
nobnio... O, oTBevanTe ckopee, cxanbTech... Bbl MeHsA He npe3upaeTe, He npasaa nn? OHa
cxBaTuna MeHs 3a pyku. KHArmHa wna snepegu Hac ¢ Myxxem Bepbl 1 HMYero He Buaana; Ho Hac
MOrnM BUAETL rynswowme 6onbHble, caMmble NBO0NbITHbIE CANETHUKN U3 BCEX NHOOONbITHBIX, U 5



ObICTPO 0CBOGOAMM CBOKO PYKY OT €€ CTPACTHOro NoXaTtus.

— 71 BaM CKaxy BCIO UCTUHY, — OTBEYan A KHsbkHe, — He Byay onpaBabiBaTbCA, HU OO BACHATL CBOMX
MOCTYNKOB; 51 BAC He N6110. ..

Ee ry6bl cnerka nobnegHenu...

— OcTaBbTe MeH$, — cka3ana oHa efiBa BHSATHO.

A noxan nnevyamu, NOBEPHYNCA U yLIen.

14-ro voHS.
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15-ro uoHs.

Buepa npuexan ctoga dpokycHuk Ancdensbaym. Ha aBepsax pectopaumm siBunacb fiMHHas
aduLika, nsseLLaroas NnoYTEHHENWy Ny6nmKy 0 TOM, YTO BblLUEMMEHOBAHHbIN YANBUTENbHbIN
OKyCHUK, akpobaT, XMMUK 1 ONTUK ByaeT MMeTb YeCTb AaTb BENUKONENHOE NpeacTaBneHme
CEeroAHsILLHEro 4Ymncna B BOCEMb YacoB BeYepa, B 3ane bnaropogHoro cobpanusa (MHaye — B
pecTtopauun); 6uneTtbl No Asa pybns ¢ NONTUHOWN.

Bce cobupatotcsa natm cMoTpeTb yauBUTENBHOrO OOKYyCHUKA; Aaxe KHArnHs Jlurosckas,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 4OYb ee BonbHa, B3ana ansa ceba buner.

HbiH4e nocne obena A wen mmmo okoH Bepbl; oHa cuaena Ha 6ankoHe ogHa; K Horam MouM
ynana 3anucka:

«CeroaHsi B 4ecsToM Yacy Beyepa npmxogm Ko MHe no 60MbLION NecTHULEe; My>X MO yexan B
[MaTuropck n 3aBTpa yTPOM TONbKO BepHETCA. Moux ntogen n ropHnYHbIX He ByaeT B AOME: 9 UM
BCEM pasgana ouneTbl, Takke 1 Noaam KHArHu. A xay 1ebs; npuxoan HenpeMeHHO».

«A-ra! — nogyman s, — HakOHeL-Taku BbILLIIO MO-MOEMY».

B Bocemb 4acoB nowen s cMoTpeTb okycHuKa. INMybnuka cobpanack B UCXoAe AEBATOrO;
npegcraBneHne Havyanock. B 3agHuX pagax CTynbeB y3Han S flakeeB U roOpHUYHbIX Bepbl 1
KHArMHW. Bce 6binu TyT HanepeyeT. [pyLWwHULK1I c1aen B NepBom psagy € NopHeToM. OKYCHUK
obpaLancs K Hemy BCAKWUIA pas, Kak emy Hy)XeH 6bln HOCOBOM NNaToK, Yachkl, KONbLO U NpoYyee.
[PYyLUHULKMIA MHE He KNaHSAEeTCs Y>K HECKOMbKO BPEMEHW, a HblHYe pasa ABa NOCMOTPEr Ha MeHs
AO0BONbHO Aep3Ko. Bce aTo emy NpMNOMHUTCS, KOrga Ham npuaeTcs pacnnaynsaTbCs.

B ucxone pecartoro s Bctan u Bblwwen.

Ha aBope 6b1n10 TEMHO, XOTb rna3s BbIKONW. TsKenble, XONOAHbIE Ty4N Nnexanu Ha BepLUnHax
OKPECTHbIX rop: N1LLb n3peaka yMmvparLwmin BeTep WyMen BepLUMHaMU TONOMEN, OKPY>KatoLmx
pecTopauuio; y OKOH ee TONNUICca HapoA. S cnycTuncs ¢ ropbl, U NOBEPHYB B BOpOTa, Npubasun
wary. Bopyr MmHe nokasarnocb, YTO KTO-TO UAeT 3a MHOW. H ocTaHOBUNCSA U ocMoTpencs. B
TEMHOTE HUYEro Henb3s 6bino pa3obpaTth; 04HAKO 9 U3 OCTOPOXHOCTK obowien, 6yaTo rynss,
BOKpYr Aoma. [poxoas MMMO OKOH KHSDKHBI, S1 yCrbilwarn CHOBa wwaru 3a coboto; YenoBek,
3aBEPHYTbIN B LUMHENDB, NPOGEeXan MMMO MeHS. ATO MEHSI BCTPEBOXUIO; OQHAKO s NpoKparncs K
KpbIfbLy M NOcneLwHo B36exan Ha TeMHYI0 necTHuUy. [1Bepb OTBOpUNAach; ManeHbkas pyyka
cXBaTuna Mot pyky...

— Hukro Te65 He BMaan? — ckasana wenotom Bepa, npukaBLUMCb KO MHE.

— Hukro!

— Tenepb Tbl BEpULLbL NN, 4YTO 51 Teba nobno? O, g gonro konebanack, AONTO My4YMnachk... HO Thbl
13 MeHs Aenaelb BCe, YTO XOYellb.



Ee cepaue cnnbHo 6unock, pykn GbInn XONoAHbI Kak ned. Havanuck ynpekn peBHOCTH, xanobbl, —
oHa TpeboBana oT MeHs1, YTOO 51 el BO BCEM NMpPU3HArcs, roBopsi, YTO OHA C MOKOPHOCTLIO
nepeHeceT MOK U3MEHY, MOTOMY YTO XO4eT eAUHCTBEHHO MOEro c4acTus. S 3Tomy He COBCEM
BEPWI, HO YCNOKOWN e€e KnaTBamu, obeLlaHmsMmm 1 npoyee.

— Tak Tbl He XeHuwbca Ha Mepun? He nobuwb ee?.. A oHa gymaeT... 3Haelwb nn, oHa BnobneHa B
Tebsa no 6esymus, 6egHsaxkal..

* % *

Oxkorno AByx 4acoB NMOMNoOSIyHOUN 9 OTBOPWUIT OKHO U, CBSA3aB ABe Luanu, CyCTUICs C BEPXHEro
BankoHa Ha HWXHUIA, NPUAEPXKMBASACH 3a KOMOHHY. Y KHSXXHbI eLe ropen oroHb. YTo-To MeHs
TONKHYNO K 9TOMY OKHY. 3aHaBec Obin1 He COBCEM 3a4epHYT, U 1 MOr 6pocuTb NBONbITHLIN
B3rns4 BO BHYTPEHHOCTb KOMHaThbl. Mepu cugena Ha cBoel NOCTenun, CKPeCTMB Ha KONEHSIX PYKK;
ee ryctble Bosnocbl 6binn cobpaHbl Nog HOYHbIM YEMUYUKOM, OBLLIUTBIM Kpy>XeBamiu; 6onbLION
MyHUOBbIM NNATOK NOKpbIBan ee 6enble NnevYnkn, ee ManeHbKne HOXKM NPATanncb B NeCTpbIX
nepcuackmx Tycpnax. OHa cmaena HeNnOABMXKHO, ONYCTMB rOMOBY Ha rpyab; Npen HeK Ha CToNuKe
Oblna packpbiTa KHUra, HO rnasa ee, HeMnoABWXKHbIE W MOMHbIE HEU3BSCHUMOWN FPYCTU, Ka3anoch, B
COTbIN pa3 npoberanu ogHy 1 Ty Xe CTpaHuLy, Toraa Kak Mbicnu ee 6binv ganeko...

B 3Ty MUHYTY KTO-TO LLEBENBHYNCA 32 KYCTOM. A CnpbIrHyn ¢ 6ankoHa Ha AepH. HeBugumas pyka
CcXBaTuna MeHs 3a nneYo.

— Ara! — ckasan rpy0biii ronoc, — nonancs!.. byaeLlb y MeHs K KHsXKHaM XO0OUTb HOYbHO!..

— [epxun ero kpenye! — 3akpnyan gpyroun, BbICKOUYNBLUNK U3-3a yrna.

9710 ObinK [MPYLIHNLKNIA U AparyHCKUA KanuTaH.

A yaapvn nocnegHero no rofioBe Kynakom, clumb ero ¢ Hor 1 6pocuncs B KycTbl. Bce TponuHkm
caga, NOoKpbIBaBLLEro OTMAOroCTb NPOTUB HALWNX AOMOB, Oblfi MHE U3BECTHbI.

— Bopeb!! kapayn!.. — kpuyanu oHn; pasgarncsa py>KenHbl BbICTPEN; OAbIMALLMACS MbhK ynan noyTtu K
MOUM HOram.

Uepes3 MUHYTY 5 ObIN yXKe B CBOEW KOMHaTe, pasgencs u ner. Egsa mon naken 3anep asepb Ha
3aMOK, KaK KO MHe Ha4anu cTyyaTbCa [pyLWHULKUIA U KanuTaH.

— MNe4vopuH! BbI cNUTE? 34eChb Bbl?..— 3aKpuyan KanuTaH.

— BcTaBanTte! — Bopbl... YepKechl. ..

— Y MeHsa HacMopk, — oTBeYan s, — 60Cb NPOCTYANTLCS.

OHu ywinu. HanpacHo 9 nm oTKNMKHYNCA: oHM 6 eLye ¢ Yac npouckanu MeHs B cagy. TpeBora
MeXxay Tem caenanach yxxacHas. V13 kpenoctu npuckakan kasak. Bce sawesenunock; ctanu
nckaTb YepPKeCOB BO BCEX KyCTax — U, padyMeeTcsl, HU4ero He Hawnun. Ho MHorne, BeposiTHO,
ocTanucb B TBEPAOM ybexaeHumn, 4to ecnm 6 rapHn3oH nokasan 6onee xpabpoctu n
NMOCMNELLHOCTU, TO NO KparHen Mepe AecATka ABa XMLLHMKOB OCcTanunchb bbl Ha MecTe.

16-ro MoHs.

HblHYe noyTpy y Konogua ToNbKO M ObINo TONKOB, YTO O HOYHOM HanageHUM YepKecoB. BeinuBLLK
NosI0XKeEHHOE YNCO CTakaHOB Hap3aHa, NPONAsACh pa3 AecATb No AIMHHOM NUMNOBOW annee, s
BCTPETUN Myxa Bepbl, KOTOpbI TONbKO 4TO npuexan ua MNarturopcka. OH B3an MeEHA Nog pykKy, U
Mbl MOLLM B peCTOpauuio 3aBTpakaTb; OH yXacHo 6ecnokouncs o xeHe. «Kak oHa nepenyranacb
HbIHY€ HOYbIO! — rOBOPUI OH, — BeAb HaA0BHO X, YTOO 3TO Cry4YMnoOCb MMEHHO TOrAa, Kak g B



oTcyTcTBMMY». Mbl ycenucbh 3aBTpakaTb BO3fe ABepu, BeayLlen B YrioBylO KOMHaTy, rae
Haxo4MnoCb YeNoBEK AECATb MOMOAEXKN, B Yncne KoTopblx 6bin 1 IMpywHuukmii. Cyabba BTOPUYHO
AOCTaBuna MHe criyvar nogcnywartb pa3roBop, KOTOPbIA A0SKEH Obin pewwmnTb ero y4acTtb. OH
MeHs1 He Buaan, u, cnegcTBeHHO, 9 He MOr No4o3peBaTh YMbICNA; HO 3TO TOMBLKO yBENUYMBano
€ro BMHY B MOMX rnasax.

— [la Heyxxenu B camom ferne 370 Obinun YepKecbl? — ckadan KTo-To, — BUAEN N ux KTo-Hmbyab?

— £ Bam pacckaxy BCHO UCTOpUIO, — oTBeYan [ pyLLHULKMIA, — TONbKO, NoXarnyncra, He BbldaBanTte
MEHS; BOT KakK 3TO ObIN0: BYepacb OQUH YeroBeK, KOTOPOro s Bam He Ha30BY, MPUXOANT KO MHE 1
pacckasblBaeT, YTO BMAEN B JECATOM Yacy Bevepa, Kak KTO-TO npokpascs B A0M K JTuroBckum.
Hago Bam 3aMeTuTb, YTO KHAMMHA Bbina 34ech, a KHshKHa Aoma. BOT Mbl € HUM 1 OTNpaBUNNCH
nog okHa, 4Tob noacTepeyb cHacTnNmMBLaA.

Mpun3Hatock, A ncnyrancd, Xota Mo cobeceaHnK 04eHb Obln 3aHAT CBOMM 3aBTPakoM: OH MOT
ycnblwaTb Bewm ans ceba AoBONbHO HENPUSATHbIE, ecnu 6 HepaBHO [ pyLUIHMLKUIA OTragan
WCTVHY; HO OCNENMEeHHbIN PEBHOCTBLIO, OH U HE NoJo3peBarn ee.

— Bot Bnante nn, — npogosmkan pylwHULKNA, — Mbl U OTAPaBUIUCE, B3ABLUN C COBOM pyXbe,
3apsKEHHOE XONOCTbIM NAaTPOHOM, TOMBbKO Tak, YTOObI nonyraTe. [0 ABYX YacoB Xaanv B cagy.
HakoHel, — yx 60r 3HaeT OTKyAa OH SBUNCS, TONbKO HE U3 OKHA, MOTOMY YTO OHO HE OTBOPSANOChH, a
AOJIMKHO ObITb, OH BbilEN B CTEKMSIHHYIO ABEPb, YTO 3@ KONTIOHHOW, — HAKOHEL,, FOBOPIO S, BUANM
Mbl, CXOAUT KTO-TO C B6ankoHa... KakoBa kHspkHa? a? Hy, yXX npM3HaloCb, MOCKOBCKME HGapbilLHK!
nocre 3Toro Yemy e MOXHO BepuTb? Mbl XOTeNu ero cxBaTuTb, TOMbKO OH BbIPBascs U, Kak 3asu,
Gpocuncsa B KyCTbl; TYT 51 NO HEM BbICTPENWUI.

Bokpyr ['pyLwiHULKOro pasgancs ponot He4OBEPYUBOCTM.

— Bbl He BepuTe? — npogorkan oH, — Aat BaM 4YecTHoe BnaropogHoe CnoBo, YTO BCe 3TO CyLlasd
npaega, U B oKa3aTenbCTBO 4 BaM, Noxanywn, Ha3oBy 3TOro rocnoauHa.

— CKaxu, ckaxu, KTo X OH! — pa3ganocb Co BCeX CTOPOH.

— NeyopuH, — otBevan [ pyLUHULKUA.

B 9Ty MMHYTY OH NOAHAN rnasa — A CTOsAN B ABEPSAX NPOTUB HEro; OH Y>KacHO nokpacHern. A
nogoLler K HeMy 1 ckasan MeafIeHHO U BHATHO:

— MHe o4eHb xarnb, YTO A BOLen nocrne Toro, Kak Bbl YXX Jann YeCTHOEe CNOBO B NOATBEPXAEHNE
camown oTBpaTUTENbHOM kneseTbl. Moe npucytcTeme n3dasuno 6bl Bac OT NULLIHEN NOAOCTMW.
["pyLUHULKMIA BCKOYMI C CBOEro MecTa 1 XOTen pasropsaynTbCs.

— lNpowy Bac, — npogomkan s TeM e TOHOM, — MPOoLLY Bac ceryac e 0TKka3aTbCs OT BalUUX CIiOB;
Bbl O4EHb XOPOLLUO 3HAeTe, YTO 3TO BblAyMKa. A He AyMato, YTOObl paBHOAYLUME XEHLMHbI K
BaLWMM BnecTawmm JOCTOMHCTBAM 3aciy>KMBarso Takoe ykacHoe muieHune. lNogymarite
XOpOLLEHbKO: NOAAEPXKMBAs Balle MHEHWE, Bbl TepsieTe NpaBo Ha nms 6riaropogHOro YenoBeka u
PUCKYETE XU3HbIO.

["pYLWHWLKMIA CTOSN Nepeao MHOK, ONYCTMB rnasa, B CUIbHOM BOfHeHMW. Ho 6opbba coBecTu ¢
camontobuem Gbina HenpogomKuTENbHa. [paryHCKuin KanuTaH, CUAEBLUNIA BO3ME HEro, TONKHYI
€ro IIOKTEM; OH B3APOrHyn n 6bICTPO oTBEYan MHe, He NOAHUMAs rnaa:

— MunocTuBbIvi rocygapb, Koraa a9 4To roBopto, Tak s 9TO AymMato U roToB NOBTOPUTL... A He Botoch
BaLLMX Yrpo3 1 rotToB Ha BCe...



— NocnegHee BbI yXX goKasanu, — oTBeYarn s eMy X0Nno4HO U, B3SIB Mo PYKY AparyHCKoro
KanuTaHa, BbllLen U3 KOMHaTbI.

— Y10 Bam yrogHo? — cnpocun KanutaH.

— Bbl npusaTens [MpyLlwHMLKOro — 1, BeposTHO, ByaeTe ero cekyHaaHToM?

KanuTtaH NnoknoHuncsa o4eHb BaXKHO.

— Bbl oTraganu, — otBeyan oH, — 9 gaxe 0653aH 6bITb €ro CeKkyHAaHTOM, MOTOMY 4YTO 0buaa,
HaHeCeHHas eMy, OTHOCUTCS U KO MHe: 4 6bln C HUM BYEpPa HOYbLO, — NpMbaBun OH, BbINPAMAS
CBOW CyTynoBaTblil CTaH.

— Al Tak 31O Bac ygapurn s Tak HEMoBKO Mo rofnose?

OH noxenten, NoCUHen; ckpbiTas 3noba nsobpasmnacb Ha nuue ero.

— A 6yny nmeTb YecTb NpucnaTb K BaM HOHUYE MOEr0 CeKyHAaHTa, — Nnpubasun 4, packnaHsBLUNCD
OYeHb BEXIMBO M NOKa3biBas BuA, 6yato He obpalyato BHUMaHNA Ha ero 6eLleHCcTBo.

Ha kpbinbLe pecTopauumu g BCTpeTun Mmyxa Bepsbl. KaxeTcs, oH MeHs goxuagancs.

OH cxBaTun MOK PYKy C YyBCTBOM, MOXOXXMUM Ha BOCTOPT.

— bnaropogHbi monogon Yenosek! — ckasarn OH, C crie3amMu Ha rinasax. — £ Bce cnbiwarn. JKomn
mep3aBel! HebnarogapHbii!.. MNpuHUMaN nx nocne aToro B NopsagoyHbii gom! Cnaea 6ory, y MmeHs
HeT godvepen! Ho Bac HarpaguT Ta, ANA KOTOPOUW Bbl PUCKYEeTe XN3Hbo. BybTe yBepeHbl B Moen
CKPOMHOCTM A0 NOpPbl 4O BPEMEHU, — NPOJOIIKanN OH. — A cam 6bin MoNoa 1 CAYXXWi B BOEHHOM
cnyx6e: 3Hato, YTO B 9TM Aena He AOSMKHO BMeLwumBaTbes. [pouwanTe.

BepgHsxkka! pagyetca, 4TO y HEro HeT Joyepen. ..

A nowen npamo k BepHepy, 3acTan ero goma v pacckasan emy Bce — OTHOLLIEeHUs Mou K Bepe u
KHSDKHE M pa3roBop, NOACNyLWaHHbIA MHOK, U3 KOTOPOTO S y3Han HamepeHne 3TUX rocrnoj
nogypavnTb MeHs, 3acTaBuB CTPENATLCA XONOCTbIMU 3apsgamMn. Ho Tenepb Aeno BbIXOAUNO UX
rPaHuL, LWYTKM: OHW, BEPOSITHO, HE OXnaanu Takon passasku. [Joktop cornacuncs 6biTb MOUM
CEKYHAAHTOM; s Aan eMy HECKOSIbKO HacTaBfiEHUIN HacyeT yCNoBUI NOeAVHKA; OH AOSKEH Obin
HaCTOATb Ha TOM, YTOObI Aen0 0BOLNOCH KaK MOXHO CEKpeTHee, NOTOMY YTO XOTS S Koraa yrogHo
roToB noasepratb cebs cMepTn, HO HUMAro He PacrnonoXeH UCNOPTUTL HaBcerga CBOK
OyayLHOCTb B 34€eLUHEM MUpE.

[Mocne aToro s nowen gomoun. HYepes Yac JOKTOP BEPHYIICHA N3 CBOEW aKCneauumn.

— NpoTuB Bac TOYHO eCTb 3aroBop, — ckadan oH. — A Hawen y [pyLHWLKOro AparyHcKoro
KanutTaHa u ewe O4HOro rocnoguHa, KoToporo oamMmumm He NOMHI0. A Ha MUHYTY OCTaHOBUIICA B
nepegHen, Ytob CHATb ranowwu. Y HUX Obin y>KacHbli Wym 1 cnop... «Hu 3a 4to He cornawycb! —
roBopwun ["pyLWHWLKWI, — OH MeHsi ockopbun nybnunyHo; Torga 6bino coBcem gpyroe...» — «Kakoe
Tebe geno? — otBevan kanuTaH, — s Bce 6epy Ha cebs. A Bbin cekyHAaHTOM Ha NATU AyansX U yX
3Halo, KaK 3710 yCcTpouTb. A BCce npugyman. Noxanyncra, Tonbko MHe He Mewawn. [ocTpalwiatb He
Xygo. A 3a4em noasepratb cebs onacHOCTU, eCnmn MOXHO M3baBuUTbLCA?..» B 9Ty MUHYTY £
B3owwen. OHu 3amonyanu. NeperoBopbl HaLLM NPOAOIKANNCL LOBOMBbHO AOMT0; HAKOHEL, Mbl
peLunnu Aeno BOT Kak: BepcTax B NATU OTCIo4a eCTb rMyxoe yLlenbe; OHU Tyaa noeayT 3aBTpa B
YyeTblpe Yaca yTpa, a Mbl BbleeM nonyaca nocrne Hux; CTpenaTbcs OyaeTe Ha WecTu warax —
aToro Tpebosan pyWwHUUKNA. YOUTOro — Ha c4eT YepkecoB. Tenepb BOT KakMe Y MEHS
NoAO03PEHNS: OHU, TO €CTb CEKYHOAHTbI, AOIMKHO ObITb, HECKONBKO NEPEMEHUNN CBON NPEXHNIA
nnaH u XoTAT 3apaauTb Nynet oauH nuctoneT [MPyLHMLKOro. 3TO HEMHOXKO MOX0Xe Ha



ybunincTBo, HO B BOEHHOE BpeMsi, U OCODEHHO B a3naTCKOW BOMHE, XUTPOCTM NO3BONAOTCH; TONBKO
[pywHMLKMIA, KaxeTcs, nobnaropogHee cBoux ToBapuLlen. Kak Bbl aymaeTte? [JOomKHbl v Mbl
nokasaTtb UM, YTO Aoraganncb?

— Hwn 3a yTO Ha cBeTe, AokTop! ByabTe CNOKOWHbI, 1 UM HEe NOAAaMCS.

— Y710 e Bbl XOTUTE AenaTb?

— OTO MOs TalHa.

— CMOTpuUTE He nonaguTecsb... Bedb Ha wecTtn warax!

— [okTop, 51 Bac xay 3aBTpa B YeTblpe Yaca; nowaan 6yayT rotossl... [MpowanTe.

A oo Beyepa npocugen goma, 3anepLincb B CBoen KomHate. [Npuxoann naken 3BaTb MeHs K
KHArMMHe, — 51 BENnen ckasaTb, YTo 6oneH.

* % *

[lBa 4yaca Houu... He cnnTcs... A Hago 6bl 3acHyTb, YTOD 3aBTpa pyka He gpoxana. Bnpoyewm, Ha
LWecTn warax NnpomMaxHyTbecsa TpyaHo. Al rocnoguH IMpywHmUknin! Bawa muctudmkaumns Bam He
yaacTCs... Mbl MOMEHAEMCS PoNsAMU: Tenepb MHE NPUAETCS OTbICKMBATL Ha Bawlem 6neaHom
nvue Npu3Haky TaHoro cTpaxa. 3ayem Bbl CaMU Ha3HAYMIM 3TN POKOBbIE LLECTb Waros? Bbl
aymaeTe, 4To A Bam 6e3 cnopa nogcTasnto cBou 106... HO Mbl Bpocum xpebuiil.. n Torga...
TOrAa... YTo, ECNN €ero cyacTbe NepeTsHeT? ecnv Mos 3Be3a HakoHeL, MHe U3MeHUT?.. N He
MyAPEHO: OHa TaK JONro CryXXuna BepHO MOUM NPUXOTAM; Ha Hebecax He 6oree NOCTOSIHCTBA,
4yem Ha 3emne.

UTo X? ymepeTb Tak ymepeTb! notepsa ona mvpa Hebonbluas; Aa U MHe camoMy MOPSIAOYHO YX
CKY4HO. A — KaK YenoBekK, 3eBaoLLmin Ha 6ane, KOTOpbI HE eAeT cnaTb TONMbKO NOTOMY, YTO eLle
HeT ero kapeTbl. Ho kapeTa rotoBa... npowanrel..

Mpoberato B namsT BCE MOE NMpOoLLEALLEE 1 cnpalnBato cebsa HEBOMBHO: 3a4eM S XUN? ans
Kakou uenu s poguncsa?.. A, BepHO, OHa CyLlecTBoBana, U, BepHo, 6bin0 MHe HasHayeHune
BbICOKOE, NOTOMY YTO A YyBCTBYIO B AyLle MO€EW Cunbl HeOObATHbIE... HO A He yragan aToro
Ha3Ha4yeHus, 9 yBNeKca npMMaHkamMum CTpacTen NyCcTbiX U HebnarogapHbIX; U3 ropHUNa ux s
BblLLEN TBEPA U XONOAEH, KaK XXenes3o, HO YTpaTui HaBeku Nbin 6raropogHbIX CTPEMEHNIA —
NyYLINIA CBET XM3HW. M ¢ TOM Nopbl CKOMBbKO pas3 yXKe s urpan posb Tornopa B pykax cyabbbl! Kak
opyave KasHu, s ynagarn Ha ronoBy oOpeyeHHbIX XepTB, YacTo 6e3 3nobkl, Bceraga 6e3
coxaneHus... Mosa no6oBb HUKOMY HE NPUHECNA CYaCTbA, MOTOMY YTO S HUYEM He KepTBOBar
Ansa Tex, koro nobun: a nbun ana ceba, ona cobCTBEHHOro ya0BONbCTBUSA: 51 TONBKO
yOOBMNETBOPSAS CTPaHHY NOTPEBHOCTbL cepaLla, € XaaHOCTbIO NOrnowas ux YyBcTea, UX pagocTu
N CTpagaHbsa — U HAKOrA4a He MOT HacbITUTLCSA. Tak, TOMUMbI FONOAOM B U3HEMOXEHUM 3acbinaeT
n BUANT neped coboin pOCKOLLHbIE KyLIaHbs U LUMNYYne BUHA; OH NOXMPaeT C BOCTOPromM
BO34YLUHbIE Aapbl BOOOpaXeHUs, U eMy KaXXeTcs nerve; HO TOMbKO MPOCHYSCA — MevTa
ncyesaerT... OCTaeTcs YABOEHHbIN ronoa n otyasiHme!

N, moxeT BbITb, A 3aBTpa YMpY!.. 1 HE OCTAHETCA Ha 3eMsie H1 OOHOro CyLLecTBa, KOTopoe Obl
MOHSANO MeHs coBepLleHHO. OgHN NOYMTAOT MEHS XYyXKe, ApYrve nydlle, Yem 9 B cCamMOM Jene...
OaHu ckaxyT: oH 6bin gob6pbI Manbin, gpyrue — mep3asel. N To n gpyroe 6yaet noxHo. Nocne
3TOro CTOUT N TPyZAa XUTb? a BCE XUBELLb — U3 NIOOONBITCTBA: OXMAAELLb YEro-To HOBOIO...
CwmelLuHo n gocagHo!



BoT ye nontopa mecsua, kak s B kpenoctu N; Makcum MakcumbiY yLien Ha OXoTy... 1 OAWH;
CUXXY Y OKHa; cepble Ty4M 3aKpblfn ropbl 40 MNOAOLWBLI; COMHLUE CKBO3b TYMaH KaXeTCs XeNnTbIM
NSATHOM. XOMOAHO; BeTep CBULLET 1 konebnet ctaBHu... CkyyHo! CTaHy npogomxaTb CBOU
XXypHan, NpepBaHHbIA CTONBKUMU CTPAHHBIMU COBBITUSIMMU.

MepeunTbiBalO NOCNEAHIO CTpaHuLy: cMelwHo! A ayman ymepeTb; 3T0 6bI10 HEBO3MOXHO: 5 eLle
He OCYyLUMN Yalun CTpagaHuin, u Tenepb YyBCTBYIO, YTO MHE eLle A0S0 XNUTb.

Kak Bce npoluellee siCHO U Pe3Ko OTAUNOCb B Moen namatn! Hu ogHom 4epTobl, HA OQHOrO
OTTEHKa He CcTepno Bpemsi!

£ NOMHI0, YTO B MPOAOIDKEHNE HOYUN, NpeLlecTBOBaBLUEN NOeMHKY, 9 HE Cnar HA MUHYTHI.
lMucaTtb 9 He mor Jonro: TariHoe 6ecnoKoNCTBO MHOK oBnageno. C yac s xoaun no KOMHaTe;
NOTOM Cen 1 OTKpbIN poMaH BanbTepa CKOTTa, NexaBLnii y MeHS Ha cTone: To 6binu
«WoTnaHackvue nyputaHey; 9 yntan cHayana c ycunmem, noToM 3abbifcs, yBrneyYeHHbIN
BOMLWEOHbIM BbIMbICIIOM. .. Heyxxenu woTtnaHackomy 6apay Ha TOM CBeTe He NNaTAT 3a Kaxayto
OTpagHyr MUHYTY, KOTOPYHO JapwUT ero KHura?..

HakoHey, pacceeno. HepBbl MOM yCNOKOMAUCh. A NOCMOTpPENCS B 3epkarno; Tycknasa 6negHocTb
noKpblBana nuuo Moe, XpaHuBLLEEe crneabl MyuYnTenbHOW 6ECCOHHMLBI; HO rnasa, XoTs
OKPY>KEHHbIE KOPUYHEBOIO TEHbIO, BNNCTanNM ropgo U HeyMmonumo. A octancs 4OBoseH coboto.
Benes cegnatb nowagaen, 8 ogenca u cbexan K kynansHe. [orpyxascb B XONOAHbIA KUNATOK
Hap3aHa, S YyBCTBOBAasl, KaK TefnecHble U OyWeBHble CUMbl MOV BO3BpaLlannch. A Bbilwen u3
BaHHbI CBEX U 6oap, kak 6yaTo cobmpanca Ha 6an. Nocne 3Toro roBopute, YTO AyLla HE 3aBUCUT
oT Tenal..

BosBpaTach, 4 Hawen y ceba goktopa. Ha Hem Gbinn cepble penTy3sbl, apxanyk n Yepkecckas
Wwanka. S pacxoxoTarncs, yBuaeB 3Ty ManeHbKyto ourypky nog orpoMHOM KOCMaTOM LUArnkon: y
HEero NMUoO BOBCE HE BOMHCTBEHHOE, a B 9TOT pa3 OHO 6bIfo ewe annHHee 0ObIKHOBEHHOTO.

— OTyero Bbl Tak NevarnbHbl, JOKTOP? — cka3an s eMy. — Pa3Be Bbl CTO pa3 He NpoBoOXanu niogen
Ha TOT CBET C BenMyanwmm pasHogywmem? Boobpasnte, 4To y MEHS XXenyHasa ropayka; 9 Mmory
BbI30OPOBETb, MOTY 1 YMepeTb; TO 1 Apyroe B Nopsaake Bellen; ctapantecb CMOTPETb HA MEHS,
Kak Ha naumneHTa, ogepXXnmoro 6onesHblo, BaM eLe HEM3BECTHOW, — 1 Toraa Balle nobonbITCTBO
BO30yauTCS 4O BbICLIEN CTEMEHW; Bbl MOXETE Ha40 MHOK cAenaTtb Tenepb HECKOSbKO BaXKHbIX
dumsmonorndeckmx HabnogeHwn... OxngaHne HaCUNbCTBEHHOW CMEPTU He eCTb N YXe
HacTosiwasi bonesHb?

OTa MbICNb Nopasuna 4OKTopa, U OH pa3Becenuscs.

Mbl cenu Bepxom; BepHep yuenuncsa 3a nosogbs o6enmmn pykamu, U Mbl NyCTUANC, — MUTOM
npocKakanu MMMO KpenocTu Yyepes crnoboaKy 1 Bbexanu B yLernbe, Mo KOTOPOMYy BUnacb 4OpPOra,
nonysapocLuas BbICOKOW TPaBOW U eXXEeMUHYTHO nepecekaemMas LWyMHbIM pyYbeM, Yepes3 KOTOPbIN
HY>KHO ObINO NepenpaBnATbCA BOPOA, K BENIMKOMY OTHasHUIO AOKTOPa, NOTOMY YTO NoLwaab ero
Kaxabli pa3 B BOAe OCTaHaBrvBarnach.

A He nomHto yTpa 6onee ronyboro n ceexero! ConHue eaBa Bblka3anocb U3-3a 3eeHbIX BEPLUMH,
N CnNnaHWe TennoTbl ero nyyen ¢ ymvparoLen npoxnagon HouM HaBoaAMIO Ha BCe YyBCTBA Kakoe-
TO CnagKkoe TOMJSIEHME; B YLEeNbe He NPOHUKan ewe pagoCTHbIW fyd MOMOAOro AHS; OH 30/10TUI
TONbKO BEPXM YTECOB, BUCALMX C 06ENX CTOPOH HaA HAaMU; T'YCTONUCTBEHHbIE KYCThbl, pacTyLime B
nx rnyboKmMx TpeLmHax, Npyu Manenwem apblxaHnm BeTpa ocbinanu Hac cepebpsiHbiM goxaem. A



MOMHIO — B 3TOT pas, 6onbLue Yyem Korga-Hmbyab npexae, 9 nobun npupoay. Kak niobonbiTHO
BCMaTPUBATLCA KOy POCUHKY, TpeneLlyLlyt Ha LUMPOKOM fIUCTKE BUHOTPaZHOM U
OTpakaBLLY0 MUINIMOHbI PaAay>KHbIX Nyden! Kak )XagHo B30p MOV cTapancsa NPOHUKHYTb B AbIMHYIO
Aanb! Tam nyTb BCe CTAHOBUIICH YXXe, YyTeCbl CUHEe U CTpalLHee, N, HAKOHEL,, OHK, Ka3asochb,
CXOOUNNCb HENPOHUL@eMol cTeHon. Mbl exann monya.

— Hanucanwn nu Bbl cBoe 3aBelyaHue? — Bapyr cnpocun BepHep.

— Her.

— A ecnn 6ygete youTbl?..

— HacnegHuku oTbiwyTca camu.

— Heyxenu y Bac HeT gpy3en, KoTopbiM Bbl Bbl XOTENM NOCnaTb CBOE NocneaHee npocTn?..

£ nokayan ronosow.

— Heyxenu HeT Ha cBeTe XeHLLMHbI, KOTOPOM Bbl XOTENN Obl OCTaBUTb YTO-HUOYAb HA NamMATL?..
— XoTuTe nNn, JOKTOP, — OTBEYan A emy, — 4Tob s packpbin BaMm Moo aylwy?.. Buante nu, s BbKuUN
N3 Tex neT, Koraa ymympatoT, NPOU3HOCA MMs CBoen Nobe3HOM 1 3aBeLyasn apyry Kno4vok
HaNOMaXeHHbIX NN HEHaNOMaXKeHHbIX Boroc. [lymas o 6riM3kon n BO3MOXHOM CMEPTU, 9 AyMato
06 ogHOM cebe: nHble He genatoT 1 3Toro. [lpy3bs, KOTOpble 3aBTpa MeHs 3abyayT nnum, xyxe,
BO3BeAYyT Ha Mo c4eT 60r 3HaeT Kakne HebbInuLbl; XXEeHLMHbI, KOTopble, 0OHMMas apyroro, 6yayT
CMeATbCS Hag40 MHOLD, YTO6 He BO3OyauTb B HEM PEBHOCTU K yconwemy, — 6or ¢ Humm! A3
XWN3HEHHOW BYpu 51 BbIHEC TONbKO HECKOMNBbKO MAEW — N HU OAHOro YyBCTBa. H [ABHO YK XXMBY HE
cepauem, a ronoeoto. A B3Bewwmnsato, pazbmpato cBom COH6CTBEHHbIE CTPACTU M MOCTYMKM C
cTporum nobonbITCTBOM, HO 6e3 yyacTus. Bo MHe ABa YenoBeka: O4MH XXMBET B MOMTHOM CMbICIE
3TOro cnosa, Apyror MbiCAUT U CYAUT €ro; nepsbli, ObiTb MOXET, Yepes Yyac NPOCTUTCS C BaMu U
MUPOM HaBEKW, a BTOPOW... BTOPon? NocMoTpuTe, AOKTOP: BUAUTE NN Bbl, HA CKane Hanpaso
YepHerTCHa TpU pUrypbl? ITO, KAXKETCHA, HALIN NPOTUBHUKN?..

Mbl NyCTUNNCL PbIChIO.

Y nogoLwBbl ckanbl B KycTax 6binm npyMBa3aHbl TPU fowagun; Mbl CBOUX NPUBA3anu TyT Xe, a camu
Mo y3KOW TPOMNUHKe B30Opanuch Ha Nnowaaky, rae oxuaan Hac [TpyLWwHULKWI C AparyHCKUM
KanMTaHoM 1 ApYrMM CBOMM CEKYHOAHTOM, KOTOpOro 3sanu VisaHom UrHatbeBmyem; hammnmm ero
S1 HUKOr4a He cnbixarn.

— Mbl gaBHO yXX Bac oxungaem, — ckasan AparyHCKUN KanuTaH ¢ MPOHMYECKON YrbIGKOW.

£ BbIHYN Yackl 1 nokasan emy.

OH M3BUHUNCSA, TOBOPS, YTO €ro Yachl yXO4AT.

Heckonbko MUHYT Npogormkanock 3aTpygHUTENbHOE MOSTYaHUe; HakoHeL, 0KTOp npepsan ero,
obpaTsch K ['pyLwHULKOMY.

— MHe kaxeTcs, — ckasan OH, — 4YTO, Noka3aB 06a roTOBHOCTb ApaTbCs U 3annaTme 3TUM OONT
YCNOBUAM YeCTH, Bbl Obl MOrnK, rocnoga, 06 bACHUTLCA U KOHYMTb 3TO AEeN0 NoNtBOBHO.

— A roTtos, — ckasan 1.

KanutaHn murHyn MpyliHUUKOMY, 1 3TOT, AyMas, YTO S TPyLUY, MPUHAN ropabii BUA, XOTHA 0 Cen
MUHYTbI Tycknas 6neaHoCTb NoKpbiBana ero weku. C Tex Nop Kak Mbl Npuexanu, OH B NepBbli pas
NOAHAN Ha MEeHS rnasa; HO BO B3rnsiae ero 6bino kakoe-to 6ecnokoncTso, n3obnuyasLlee
BHYTPEHHI00 60pboy.



— O6bACHUTE BalLK YCNOBKUS, — CKasan OH, — 1 BCe, YTO A MOry And Bac cgenatb, To byabte
YBEPEHDI. ..

— BoT Mou ycnoBusi: Bbl HblHYE e NyBnMYHO OTKaXXeTeChb OT CBOEW KrneBeThbl 1 ByaeTe npocuTb y
MEHS1 U3BUMHEHWS. ..

— MunocTuBbI rocygapb, S YAMBNAOCh, Kak Bbl CMeeTe MHe npeanaraTb TakMe Bewm?..

— Y710 X 9 BamM MOr NpeanoXxuTb, KpoOMe 3TOoro?..

— Mbl 6ygem cTpensTbes. ..

A noxan nnevyamu.

— MNMoxxanyu; Tonbko nogymarite, YTO OOUH U3 Hac HenpeMeHHo byaeT youT.

— A »enato, 4Tobbl 3TO ObINN BHI...

— A 9 TaK yBepEeH B MPOTMBHOM...

OH cmyTUnCA, NoKpacHer, NOTOM NPUHYXOEHHO 3axoxoTarn.

KanuTaH B3an ero nog pyky v oTBen B CTOPOHY; OHW JOMro wenTanucb. A npuexan B JOBOJIbHO
MUPOSOOMBOM PaCMONOXEHMM AyXa, HO BCE 3TO HaYMHano MmeHsa 6ecutsb.

Ko MHe nogowlen JokTop.

— MocnywanTte, — ckasan oH C ABHbIM 6€CNOKONCTBOM, — Bbl, BEPHO, 3abbinn Npo ux 3arosop?.. f
He yMelo 3apsaauTb NUCTONEeTa, HO B 3TOM ciyyae... Bbl cTpaHHbIn YenoBek! Ckaxnte um, 4To Bbl
3HaeTe X HaMepeHne, U OHU He NocMetoT... YTo 3a oxoTta! NogCcTpenaT Bac Kak nTuyy...

— MoxanyicTa, He 6ecnokonTeChb, AOKTOP, U NOroguTe... A BCe TaK YCTPOID, YTO HA UX CTOPOHE He
OyaeT Hukakon Bbirogbl. [JanTe um nowentaTbes. ..

—['ocnoga, 370 CTaHOBUTCA CKYYHO! — cKasarn s UM rpOMKO, — ApaTbCs Tak ApaTbCs; Bbl UMENu
BpeMsi B4epa HaroBoOpuUTbLCS...

— MbI roToBebl, — oTBeyYan kanutaH. — CtaHoBuUTeCh, rocrnoaal.. [Joktop, n3BonbTe OTMEPUTL LLECTb
LIaros. ..

— CtaHoBuTtecb! — nostopun ViBaH rHaTbny NUCKNMBBIM rOSIOCOM.

— MNMosBonbTe! — ckasan 4, — elle 04HO yCnoBUE: TaK Kak Mbl Byaem gpaTbCa HacmepTb, TO Mbl
065a3aHbl caenaTb BCe BO3MOXHOE, YTOD 9TO OCTanocChb TarkHOK U YTOO CeKyHOaHTbl HaLN He
ObInn B OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. CornacHsbl N BbI?..

— CoBepLUEHHO cornacHbl.

— WTtak, BOT 4TO & npuayman. Buaute nu Ha BepLUIMHE 3TON OTBECHOM CKanbl, HAaNpaBo, Y3€HbKYH0
nnowaaky? ortyaa oo Hu3dy bygeT caxeH Tpuauatb, ecniv He 6onbLue; BHU3Y OCTPble KAMHW.
Kaxxgbln 3 Hac cTaHeT Ha caMOM Kpato nnoLlagkn; Takum obpasom, aaxe nerkaa paHa dyget
cMepTerbHa: 3TO AOSMKHO BbITb COrMacHo C BalUM XenaHueMm, MOTOMY YTO Bbl CaMu Ha3Haumnm
WwecTb waroB. ToT, KTo ByaeT paHeH, NONEeTUT HENPEMEHHO BHM3 1 pa3obbeTca Bapebesru; nynto
AOKTOP BbIHET. M TOrga MoXHO ByaeT oveHb nerko 06bsCHUTb 3Ty CKOPOMOCTMXKHYIO CMEPTb
HeyAa4YHbIM NpbbkkoM. Mbl 6pocum xpebuin, komy nepsomMy cTpenaTb. O6bsaBnsa Bam B
3aKknoYeHne, YTo MHa4ve s He Byay ApaTbCs.

— MNoxanyn! — ckazan gparyHCKnin KanutaH, NOCMOTPEB Bblpa3uTenbHO Ha [ pyLUHULKOro, KOTOPbIN
KMBHYJ1 rOfIOBOM B 3HAK cornacus. JInuo ero eXXeMmHyTHO MeHANOoCk. S ero noctasun B
3aTpyaHuTENnbHOE nonoxeHne. CTpenascb Npy 0ObIKHOBEHHbIX YCNOBUSIX, OH MOT LeNInTb MHE B
HOry, NErko MeHs1 PaHUTb U YAOBNETBOPUTL TakumM 06pa3omM CBOK MECTb, HE OTAroLas CIINLLIKOM
CBOEWN COBECTU; HO TeMnepb OH JOMKEH Obln BbICTPENNTDL Ha BO3A4YX, UK caenatbcsa youniuen, unu,



HaKoHeLl, OCTaBUTb CBOW NOASIbIN 3aMbiCes U NOABEPrHYTbCS OANHAKOBOWM CO MHOK onacHoOCTU. B
3Ty MUHYTY 4 He xenan 6bl 6biTb Ha ero mecte. OH OTBEN KanuTaHa B CTOPOHY W CTan roBOpuUTb
eMy YTO-TO C BOMbLUMM XapoMm; A BUAEN, KaK NOCUHEBLUME ryObl ero 4poxanu; HO KanutaH OT Hero
OTBEPHYJCA C Npe3puTenbHou ynblbkon. «Tel gypak! — ckaszan oH ['pyLHMLKOMY AOBOMBHO
rPOMKO, — HUYero He noHMmaelwb! OTNpaBUMTECH Xe, rocnogal»

Y3kas TpOnNuHKa Bena Mexay Kyctamm Ha KpyTU3Hy; OB6NOMKM CKan COCTaBnANN WaTkue CTyNeHu
3TOW NPUPOAHON NECTHULbI; LEeNNAACh 3a KyCTbl, Mbl CTanu kapabkatbcs. [pyLHULKWIA Wwen
Bnepeau, 3a HAM ero CEeKyHOaHTbl, a8 MOTOM Mbl C JOKTOPOM.

— A Bam yauBnsACk, — cka3an JOKTOp, NoXaB MHe Kpenko pyky. — ante nowynats nynsc!.. O-ro!
NMXOpadoYHbIn!.. HO Ha NULE HNYEro He 3aMEeTHO... TOMbKO rnasa y Bac 6necTaT sapye
OObIKHOBEHHOT 0.

Bopyr menkve kaMHuM € LLYMOM MOKaTUIUChb HaMm Mof HOru. Yto a10? [MpyLUHWLIKMIA CMIOTKHYIICS,
BETKA, 3a KOTOPYIO OH yLENWSCS, N3NomMunach, U oH ckatuncsa 6l BHU3 Ha cnvHe, ecnu 6 ero
CEKyHOaHTbl He noaaepxanu.
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BoT mMbl B306panvch Ha BEPLUMHY BblAABLUEWCS CKanbl: nnowaaka 6bina nokpbiTa MenkMm neckom,
OyaTo Hapo4HO Ana noeauHka. Kpyrom, Tepssch B 30510TOM TyMaHe yTpa, TECHUNCh BEPLUNHBI
rop, Kak 6ecumcneHHoe ctago, n Anbbopyc Ha tore BctaBan 6enot rpomagon, 3amblkas Lenb
NbOMUCTBIX BEPLUMH, MEXAY KOTOPbIX YXX 6poannn BONOKHUCTLIE obnaka, HabexasLune ¢ BOCTOKa.
£ nogowwen K Kpato nnoLwankm n NnoCMoTper BHU3, rofioBa YyTb-4yTb Y MEHS HE 3aKpyXunacb, Tam
BHM3Y Ka3anocb TEMHO M XONOAHO, KaK B rpobe; MwuncTble 3ybubl ckan, COpOLLIEHHbIX FPO30H0 U
BPEMEHEM, 0Xunganu ceoen fo0biun.

lNMnowaaka, Ha KOTOpPOoK Mbl AOMKHbI ObINK ApaTbCs, n3obpaxana NnovTy NpaBUsbHbIN
TpeyronbHuK. OT Bbl4aBLUErocq yrrna OTMepunu LWeCTb LWaroB U peLnnn, YTo ToT, KOMy npugeTcs
nepBOMY BCTPETUTb HENPUATESNBLCKUIA OrOHb, CTAHET Ha CaMOM YrIly, CIIMHOK K NPOnacTu; ecrnn oH
He BygeT youTt, TO NPOTUBHMKMA NOMEHSAIOTCA MECTaMM.

A pewmnca npegocTtaBnTb BCe BbiroAbl [ pyLLHULKOMY; 1 XOTEN UCMbITaTb €ro; B Aylle ero Morna
NPOCHYTbCA UCKPa BENUKOAYLUMSA, U TOrga BCe YCTPOUoch Bbl K nyyllemy; HO camoniobue un
cnabocTb xapakTepa LOMKHbI OblNn TOpXKeCTBOBaTh... HA xoTen AaTte cebe NonHoe npaBo He
WwaanTb ero, ecnu 6bl cyabba meHa nomunosana. KTo He 3akntoyan Takmx yCrnoBui C CBOEID
COBECTbI0?

— bpocbTe xpebuin, gokTop! — ckasan kanuTaH.

[oKTop BbIHYN U3 KapMaHa cepebpsAHy0 MOHETY M NOLHAN ee KBEPXY.

— PewerTka! — 3akpuyan [MpyLwHMLKMI NOCNELHO, KaK YenoBeK, KOTOPOro BApyr pasdyaun
OPYXXECKUIN TOSMYOK.

— Open! - ckasan 1.

MoHeTa B3BMnach 1 ynana 3BeHsi; Bce 6pocunmch K HEW.

— Bbl cyactnuBeebl, — ckasan qa ['pyliHMUKOMY, — BaMm cTpenaTb nepsomy! Ho noMHUTE, YTO ecnu Bbl
MeHS He yObeTe, TO 1 He NPOMaxHYyCb — 4al0 BaM YECTHOE CIoBO.

OH nokpacHen; emy 6bIno CTbiAHO YOUTb YenoBeka 6e30pyKHOro; s rNsAen Ha Hero NPUCTarnbHO;
C MWHYTY MHE Ka3anocb, YTO OH BpOCUTCA K HOram MOWMM, YMONSAS O NPOLLEHNN; HO Kak
NpU3HaTLCA B TAaKOM NMOANOM ymbicne?.. EMy octaBanocb o4HO CpeaCcTBO — BbICTPENUTbL Ha



BO34yX; 51 ObIN YBEPEH, YTO OH BbICTPeNUT Ha Bo3ayx! O4HO MOrno 3ToMy NOMeELLaTh: MbICIb, YTO
S NoTpebyro BTOPUYHOIO NoegmuHka.

— lNopa! — wenHyn MHe JOKTOpP, Aeprad 3a pykas, — €CINu Bbl TENEPb HE CKaXeTe, YTO Mbl 3HaeM UxX
HamepeHud, To Bce nponaro. [NocMoTpuUTe, OH yX 3apsXKaeT... eCnn Bbl HAYEro He CKaxkeTe, TO A
cam...

— Hu 3a 4TO Ha cBeTe, AOKTOp! — OTBEYan {1, yaepXxumBasi ero 3a pyky, — Bbl BC€ UCMOPTUTE; Bbl MHE
Aanu cnoBo He Mewartb... Kakoe Bam geno? MoxeT 6bITb, 9 Xo4y ObITb yOuT...

OH nocmoTpen Ha MeHs C yaMBNEHNEM.

— O, ato gpyroe!.. TOfNbKO Ha MEHSA Ha TOM CBETE He XanynTech...

KanutaH mexay Tem 3apsiamn CBOM NUCTONEThI, Nogan oguH [pyLHULKOMY, C yrbIGKO LWenHyB
eMy 4YTO-TO; APYron MHe.

#A cTtan Ha yrny nnowaakn, Kpenko ynepLumnch JIEBOW HOroK B KAMEHb Y HAKITOHACb HEMHOTO
Hanepea, YToObl B Cryyae nerkown paHbl He ONPOKMHYTLCS Ha3ag,.

["PYLWHWLKMIA CTan NPOTUB MEHSA 1 NO AaHHOMY 3HaKy Havan nogHumMmatb nuctoneT. Konenu ero
apoxanu. OH yenun MHe npsmo B No6...

HeunsbacHumoe 6elLeHCTBO 3akmMneno B rpyay Moen.

Baopyr oH onyctun ayno nuctoneta u, nobnegHes Kak NOSIOTHO, MOBEPHYIICH K CBOEMY
CEKYHOaHTY.

— He mory, — ckasan OH rnyxum ronocom.

— Tpyc! — oTBevan kanutaH.

BeicTpen pasganca. [Nyns oyapanana MHe KoneHo. A HEBOMbHO caenan HeCKONbKO Laros
Brnepea, 4Tob Nnockopen yaanuTbCsa OT Kpas.

— Hy, 6pat INpyLUHNLKKIA, Xanb, YTO NpOMaxHyrncs! — ckaszan kanuTaH, — Tenepb TBOS o4vepenb,
ctaHoBucb! OGHUMM MeHs npexae: Mbl YK He yBuanmcs! — OHM OBHANUCL; KanuTaH eaBa Mor
yaepxaTbca OT cmexa. — He 6orics, — npubaBun OH, XUTPO B3rNAHYB Ha [ pyLUHMLKOro, — BCe
B340p Ha ceeTel.. HaTtypa — aypa, cyabba — nHaemnka, a xmsHb — konerika!

Mocne aTon Tparnyeckon gopasbl, CKasaHHOW C NPUINYHOK BAaXXHOCTbIO, OH OTOLLES Ha CBOe
mecTo; MBaH NrHatbny co cnesamm o6HAN Takke [MpyLIHMLKOro, 1 BOT OH OCTarncs oguH NpoTuB
MeHS. A 4o cux nop cTtaparcb 06bACHUTL cebe, Kakoro poay YyBCTBO KMMENO TOraa B rpyam
MoeMn: To 6bIno 1 gocaga ockopbneHHoro camoniobus, n Nnpespexune, n 3noba, poXxxaaBLIASCA NPy
MbICIN, YTO STOT YENOBEK, TeNepb C TAKOK YBEPEHHOCTbIO, C TAaKOW CMOKOMHOW Aep30CTbio Ha
MEHS rNAgALWNA, ABE MUHYTbI TOMY Ha3ap, He noaBeprasi cebst HUKaKoM ONacHOCTU, XOTEN MEHS
ybuTb kak cobaky, B0 paHeHHbIV B HOry HEMHOrO curnbHee, 9 6bl HEMPeMeHHO CBanuIcs ¢ yteca.
£ HECKONBKO MMHYT CMOTPEN eMy NPUCTanbHO B NNLO, CTapasiCb 3aMeTUTb XOTb NErknin cneg
packagHus. Ho MHe nokasanock, YTO OH yaepKmBan ynbioKy.

— 71 Bam COBETYI0 Nepea cMepTbio NoOMonnTbes Bory, — ckasan s emy Toraa.

— He 3aboTtbTech 0 moen agylwe 6onblue Yyem o ceoen cobctBeHHor. O6 ogHOM Bac npoLuy:
cTpensanTe ckopee.

— W Bbl He OTKa3blBaeTeCb OT CBOEN KNeBeTbl? He NpocuTe y MeHs npolleHna?.. Nogymante
XOPOLLUEHBbKO: HE FOBOPUT NN BaM Yero-Hnbyab coBeCTb?

— FNocnoguH MeyvopuH! — 3akpuyan gparyHCKUi KanutaH, — Bbl 30eCb He Ans Toro, YTob
ncnoBegoBathb, NO3BOMbTE BaM 3aMeTUTb... KOHUMMTE ckopee; HepaBHO KTO-HMOYyAb npoedeT no



yLenbo — U Hac yBUAAT.

— XopoLuo, AOKTOp, NOAOUANTE KO MHE.

HokTop nogowen. begHbii gokTop! oH 6bin GregHee, Yem [MPYLIHULKNA AECATb MUHYT TOMY
Hasag.

Cnegytouiue cnoea g Npon3HeC HapO4HO C PacCTaHOBKOW, TPOMKO U BHATHO, KaK NPOU3HOCAT
CMEePTHbIN NPUroBop:

— [okTop, aTn rocnoga, BEpPOSATHO, BTOPOMSX, 3a0blfiv NONOXUTbL MySt0 B MOW NUCTONET: NpoLly
BaC 3apsanTb ero CHOBa, — N XOPOLLEHbLKO!

— He moxeT 6bITb! — Kpuyan kanuTaH, — He MOXeT bbITh! 51 3apssann oba nucToneTa; passe YTo 13
BalLiero nyrns BblkaTunack... 370 He Mosi BMHA! — A Bbl He UMeeTe NpaBa nepesapsaxaTb...
HWKaKOro npaea... 3T0 COBEPLLUEHHO NPOTUB NPaBui; 9 He NO3BOJH0. ..

— Xopowo! — ckasan s kKanutaHy, — ecnv Tak, To Mbl 6yAeM C BamMun CTPENATLCSA Ha TEX XKe
ycnoBusix... — OH 3amsancs.

["PYLUHMLIKMIA CTOSAS, ONYCTMB rOMOBY Ha rpyAb, CMYLLEHHbIA Y MPaY4HbIN.

— OcTaBb nx! — ckaszan oH HakoHeL, KanuTaHy, KOTOpbI XOTen BblpBaTb NMUCTOMNET MOU U3 PYK
AoKTopa... — Beab Tbl cCaM 3HaeLlUb, YTO OHU NpaBbl.

HanpacHo kanuTaH genan eMmy pasHble 3Haku, — [ pyLUHULKUIA HE XOTeN U CMOTPETb.

Mexxay Tem OOKTOp 3apsagun NUCTONET U nodan MHe. YBUAEB 3TO, KanuTaH MoHy U TOMHYN
HOroMW.

— dypak xe Tbl, 6paTteul, — ckazan oH, — NoLWbIn Aypak!.. Y>K NONOXUNCS Ha MEHS, Tak CnyLlancs
BO BceM... [Nlogenom xe Tebe! okonesan cebe, kak Mmyxa... — OH OTBEPHYNCA U, OTX0AS,
npobopmoTan: — A BCe-Taku 3TO COBEPLUEHHO NPOTMB NpaBus.

— pywHMUKMIA! — ckas3an s, — eLle eCTb BPEMS; OTKaXMUCb OT CBOEN KNeBeThI, 1 4 Tebe npoLyy Bce.
Tebe He yganocb MeHsi nogypaynTb, U MOe camontobne yaoBneTBOPEHO; — BCMOMHU — Mbl 6binun
Koraa-To Apy3bsMM...

Jlnyo y Hero BCrbIXHYIO, rnasa 3acBepKarnu.

— Ctpengiite! — oTBeyan oH, — a1 cebsa npeanpato, a Bac HeHaBuxXy. Ecnu Bbl MeHs He ybbeTe, 5
BaC 3apexy HOoYbo U3-3a yrna. Ham Ha 3emne BoBoeM HeT MecTa...

A BbICcTpenun...

Korga gbim paccesancs, I'pywHuukoro Ha nnowagke He 6bin0. Tonbko npax nerkum ctonbom ele
BWJICA Ha Kpato o6pbIBa.

Bce B 04MH ronoc BCKPUKHYIN.
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OH He oTBeYan un c y>xacom OTBEpHYICS.

A noxan nnevyamu 1 packnaHANca ¢ cekyHgaHtamu [pyLHMLKOro.

CnyckasiCb Mo TPOMUHKE BHU3, 1 3aMeTUI Mexay paccenmHaMmn ckarn OKpOBaBIIEHHbIW TPy
["pywHuLkoro. A HeBONbHO 3akpbi rnasa... OTBA3aB nowagb, A WwaromM nycTuncsa JOMon. Y MeHs
Ha cepgue Obin kKameHb. ConHue Kas3anocb MHe TYCKIO0, JlyYn ero MeHs He rpenu.

He poesxas cnoboaku, 5 noBepHyn Hanpaeo No yuwenbto. Bug yenoseka 6b1n 6bl MHE TAFOCTEH: S
xoten 6bITb 0auH. BpocrB NOBOALSA 1 ONYCTUB FONOBY Ha rPyAb, A exan LOMro, HakoHeL, 04y TUICs
B MeCTe, MHe BOBCE He 3HaKOMOM; sl MOBEPHYIN KOHA Ha3aj M cTan OTbICKMBaTb JOPOryY; YX COSHLUe
cagunocs, korga s nogbexan Kk KucnoBoacky, n3mMy4eHHbI, Ha U3My4eHHOW nowagu.



INaken mown ckasan MHe, 4YTO 3axoaun BepHep, n nogan MHe ABe 3anvCcKu: OAHY OT Hero, ApYryio...
oT Bepbl.

£ pacnevartan nepsyto, oHa 6bina crnegyoLwero cogepxaHus:

«Bce yCcTpoeHO kak MOXHO nydlle: Teno npmeeseHo o6e3obpaxeHHoe, Nyns U3 rpyamn BbiHyTa.
Bce yBepeHbl, YTO MPUYMHOK ero CMepPTU HECHACTHbIN ClyYan; TONMbKO KOMEHAAHT, KOTOPOMY,
BEPOSATHO, N3BECTHA BaLla ccopa, Nokayar rornoBon, HO HNYero He ckasarn. [lJokasaTtenscTs
NPOTUB BaC HET HUKaKUX, N Bbl MOXETE CNaTb CMOKOMHO... ecnu moxeTe... [1powanTe...»

A ponro He pellancsa OTKpbITb BTOPYHO 3anncky... YTo morna oHa MHe nucaTb?.. Tshkenoe
npegyyBCTBME BOTHOBANO MO OyLLYy.

BoT oHO, 3TO NMCbMO, KOTOPOro KaXgoe CroBo HensrnagumMmo Bpesanocb B MOEW NaMATu:

«#A nuwy K Tebe B NONHON YBEPEHHOCTU, YTO Mbl HUKOrAa GonbLue He yBUAMMCA. Heckonbko net
TOMY Ha3af, paccTtaBasiCb C TOOOI0, 4 Aymana TO e caMoe; HO HeBy BbIno yrogHO UCMbITaTb
MEHSI BTOPUYHO; S HE BbIHECNA 3TOr0 UCNbITaHUA, Moe cnaboe cepaue NOKOpUNoCb CHOBa
3HAKOMOMY rofiocy... Tbl He Byaellb npe3npaTb MeHs 3a 3TO, He npasaa Nn? JTo nucbMo ByaeT
BMeCTe NpoLLaHbeM 1 UCMoBeabio: 1 06s3aHa cka3aTb Tebe Bce, YTO HAaKONUIOCh HA MOEM
cepaue ¢ Tex nop, kak oHo Teba nbut. A He cTaHy 06BMHATL TeBst — Tl NOCTYNWI CO MHOM, KaK
nocTynun Gbl BCAKWIA APYron My>X4mHa: Tbl NIOOUN MeHSA Kak COBCTBEHHOCTb, KaK MCTOYHMK
pagocTen, TPEBOr N NeYanen, CMEHSIBLUMXCA B3aMHO, 6€3 KOTOPbIX XM3Hb CKyYHa 1
ofHoobGpasHa. A 3To nNoHsina cHavana... Ho Tbl BbIn HecyacTnume, U 9 NoXepTBoBana cobolo,
HagesACb, YTo Korga-HMbyab Thbl OLEHMLIb MO XEPTBY, YTO Korga-H1byab Tl MOMMELLb MO0
rny6OoKy0 HEXXHOCTb, HE 3aBUCALLYIO HU OT Kaknx YCNoBui. [1poLno ¢ Tex Nop MHOro BPEMEHN: 9
MPOHUKNA BO BCE TalHbl OyLIN TBOEW... U yBeaunack, 4To To Bbina Hagexaa HanpacHas. [[opbko
MHe 6b1n10! Ho moga no6oBb cpocnack C AyLIOn MOEW: OHa NOTEMHeENa, HO He yracna.

Mbl paccTaemcsi HaBeKU; O4HAKO Tbl MOXeLLb ObITb YBEPEH, YTO 9 HUKOrA4a He Byay nobuTb
ApYyroro: Mos gylwa ncrowuna Ha Tebsa Bce CBOM COKpOBULLLA, CBOW crnesbl U Haaexabl. JllobusLuas
pa3 Tebs He MOXeT cMOTpeTb 6€3 HEKOTOPOro NPe3peHnst Ha MPOYNX MY>KUYUH, HE NOTOMY, YTOD
Tbl O6bIN Ny4yLle nx, 0 HeT! HO B TBOEW NpUpoae ecTb YTO-TO ocobeHHoe, Tebe ogHOMY
CBOWCTBEHHOE, YTO-TO ropAoe 1 TanHCTBEHHOE; B TBOEM rosioce, YTO Obl Tbl HX FOBOPUI, €CTb
BnacTb Henobeammas; HAKTO He yMeET Tak MOCTOSAHHO XOTETb ObITb NIOOMMbBIM; HU B KOM 3110 HE
OblBaeT Tak NpuBnekaTenbHO, HUYEn B30p He obeLlaeT CTONbKO BnaXeHCTBa, HUKTO He ymeeT
nyylle nonb3oBaTbCA CBOMMW NPENMYLLECTBAMM U HUKTO HE MOXET ObITb Tak UCTUHHO
Hec4acTnuB, Kak Tbl, MOTOMY YTO HMUKTO CTOSIbKO HE CTapaeTcs yBepuTb ceba B NPOTUBHOM.
Tenepb 5 gomkHa Tebe 06bACHUTL NPUYMHY MOEro NOCMELIHOro 0Tbe3aa; oHa Tebe nokaxeTcd
ManoBaxHa, NOTOMY YTO KacaeTcs 40 O4HOW MeHS.

HblH4e noyTpy Mo My BOLLEN KO MHE U pacckasan npo TBOK ccopy ¢ IpywHuukuM. BuaHo, 4
OYeHb NepemMeHunachb B nuue, NOTOMY YTO OH A0SO U NPUCTaNbHO CMOTPEN MHE B rnasa; s efsa
He ynana 6e3 namaTy Npu MbICAN, YTO Tbl HblHYE JOSMDKEH APaTbCA U YTO S 3TOMY NPUYMHOW; MHE
Kasanocb, YTO S conay C yma... HO Tenepb, Korga s Mory paccyaatb, S yBepeHa, 4To Tbl
OCTaHeLbCS XMB: HEBO3MOXHO, YTOD Tbl yMep 6e3 MeHd, HEBO3MOXXHO! Mon My Aonro xoamn no
KOMHaTe; sl He 3Hat0, YTO OH MHe roBOpUI, He MOMHIO, YTO S eMy OTBeYana... BepHo, 1 eMy
ckasana, 4to 1 1ebs nbnto... [NOMHI0 TOMbKO, YTO NOA KOHEeL, Hallero pasroBopa OH 0ckopobun
MEHSI Y>KacHbIM CMIOBOM U BblIlen. A cribilwana, kKak OH Benes 3aknaabiBatb KapeTy... BoT yx Tpu



yaca, KaK s CXKy Yy OKHa M >y TBoero Bo3spaTa... Ho Tbl XuB, Tbl He MOXeLlb ymepeTb!.. KapeTta
noyTtun rotosa... [powan, npowan... A nornbna, — HO 4YTO 3a Hyxaa?.. Ecnv 6 5 morna 6bITb
yBEpeHa, 4YTO Thl BCerga MeHsi Oyaellb NOMHUTb, — HE TOBOPIO YK NOOUTb, — HET, TOMbKO
NOMHUTL... [poLan; nayT... 9 AorMKHa CNpATaTbh NUCbMO. ..

He npasga nu, Tbl He Nobuwb Mepn? Tbl HE XeHULWbCS Ha Hen? lNMocnywan, Tel AOMKEH MHE
NMPUHECTN 3TY XepTBY: A Ans Tebsa noTtepsina Bce Ha CBeTe...»

£ kak 6e3yMHbIV BbICKOYMI Ha KPbINbLO, NPbIFHYI HA CBOero Yepkeca, KOTOporo BOAMMAM Mo
ABOPY, N NYCTUICS BO BECb AyX no gopore B lNaturopck. A 6ecnowagHo NOroHAN N3amy4YeHHOro
KOHS1, KOTOpPbI, XpUNs U BECb B NEHE, MYyan MeHs No KaMEeHUCTOW Aopore.

CornHue yxxe cnpaTanocb B YepHOW Tyde, OTAbIXaBLlen Ha rpebHe 3anagHbiX rop; B yuenbe ctano
TEMHO U1 cbipo. [NogkymMok, npobupasack No KaMHAM, peBen rnyxo n ogHoobpasHo. A ckakan,
3agbIxasicb OT HeTepreHbs. MbICnb He 3acTaTb yxe ee B [1aTuropcke MONOTKOM yaapsisia MHe B
cepaue! — ogHy MUHYTY, elle OAHY MUHYTY BUAETb ee, NPOCTUTLCSH, NoXaTb enl pykKy... A monuncs,
NPOKMMHan nnakasn, CMEANCA... HET, HUYTO He BbIpa3nT Moero 6ecnokorcTBa, otyaaHus!.. MNpu
BO3MOXHOCTU NOTEPSATL ee HaBekn Bepa ctana ana meHs 4opoxe BCero Ha CBeTe — JOpOoXe
XW3HW, YyecTun, cyactbs! bor 3HaeT, kakne CTpaHHble, Kakne 6eLleHble 3aMbICibl POUMUCH B rofoBe
moen... I mexay Tem s Bce ckakan, noroHas 6ecnowaaHo. M BOT s1 cTan 3amevatb, YTO KOHb MOW
TshKenee OblWINT; OH pa3a [Ba YX CNOTbIKHYNCH Ha pOBHOM MecTe... OcTaBanock NATb BEPCT 40
EcceHTykoB — ka3ayben cTaHuubl, rae s Mor nepececTb Ha APYryto nowaapb.

Bce 6b1no 661 cnaceHo, ecnv 6 y Moero KOHst AocTano cun ewe Ha gecatb MuHyT! Ho Bapyr
nogHnmascb n3 HebonbLIOro oBpara, nNpu Bole3ae U3 rop, Ha KPyToM NOBOPOTE, OH FPSHYNCA O
3eMni0. A NPOBOPHO COCKOYMI, X0y NOAHATbL €ro, Aeprat 3a NoBo — HanNpacHO: eBa CriblLHbIN
CTOH BbIpBariCsl CKBO3b CTUCHYTbIE ero 3y0Obl; Yepe3 HECKOMbKO MUHYT OH M340X; 1 OCTancs B
CTenu oguH, NOTEPSB NOCMEAHIO Haaexay; nonpoboBan AT NELKOM — HOrM MOW NOLKOCUIUCH;
N3HYpPEHHbI TpeBoramm AHA U 6eCCOHHMLEN, 1 ynan Ha MOKPYIO TpaBy M Kak pebeHOoK 3annakan.
W ponro s nexan HenoABWXHO U nniakar ropbko, He CTapasdch yaepKuBaTb Cres3 1 pblaaHuu; s
ayman, rpyab MOsi pa3opBeTCH; BCS MOSi TBEPAOCTb, BCE MO€E XIaJgHOKPOBUE — UCHESNN KaK ObIM.
Aywa obeccunena, paccynok 3aMornk, 1 ecnn 6 B 3Ty MUHYTY KTO-HUOYAb MeHs yBuaen, oH 6bl ¢
npes3peHnemM OTBEPHYIICA.

Korga Ho4Hasi poca v ropHbI BETEP OCBEXMIN MOK FOPSAYYHO FONI0BY Y MbICIM NPULLAN B
OObIYHbIN NOPAAOK, TO S NOHSAM, YTO rHaTbCA 3a normbwnm cyacteem 6ecnonesHo 1 6espaccyaHo.
Yero MHe ewe HagobHO? — ee BMAETL? — 3a4eM? He BCe NN KOHYEeHO mexay Hamu? OguH ropbKui
npoLyanbHbIi nouenyn He oboratut MOMX BOCMIOMUHAHWIA, @ NOCME HEro Ham TOSbKO TpyaHee
OyaeT pacctaBaTbCS.

MHe, ogHako, NPUATHO, YTO A Mory nnakate! Bnpoyem, MOXeT ObiTb, 3TOMY MPUYNHOWN
pacCcTpOEHHbIE HEPBbI, HOYb, NpoBeAeHHas 6e3 cHa, ABe MUHYThI NPOTUB Ayna nucToneTa u
MyCTOW XXenyaok.

Bce k ny4dwemy! 3TO HOBOE CTpagaHue, roBopsi BOEHHbLIM CIIOroM, caernano BO MHEe CHaCTIUBYHO
avsepcuto. NnakaTb 340POBO; U NOTOM, BEPOSTHO, ecnn 6 51 He Npoexancst BEPXoM 1 He Obin
NPUHY>XOEH HA 0BpaTHOM NyTU NPONTU NATHaALATb BEPCT, TO M 3Ty HOYb COH HE COMKHYN Obl rnas
MOWX.



£ Bo3BpaTuncs B KNCNOBOACK B NATb YacoB yTpa, 6pocmnca Ha nocTenb U 3acHYs CHOM
HanoneoHna nocne BaTeproo.

Korga s npocHyncs, Ha aBope yxX 6bino TeEMHO. A cen 'y OTBOPEHHOrO OKHA, pacCTerHyn apxanyk —
N rOPHbIN BETEP OCBEXUI rPpyab MOIO, €LLe HE YCMOKOEHHYIO TSXernbiM CHOM ycTanoctu. Boanm 3a
PEeKoto, CKBO3b BEPXU MYCTbIX NNM, €€ OCEHSLLNX, MeNbKann orHe B CTPOEHbSX KPENnoCcTU U
cnoboakn. Ha gBope y Hac Bce ObIno TMXO, B 4OME KHAMMHW BbINo TEMHO.

B3owen gokrop: nob y Hero Obin HAXMypPEH; 1 OH, MPOTUB OOBLIKHOBEHWS, HE NPOTAHYN MHE PYKW.
— OTkyaa Bbl, JOKTOP?

— OT KHarnHm Jlurosckomn; aoyb ee 6onbHa — paccnabneHne HepBoB... [la He B 3TOM Aeno, a BOT
YTO: HAYanbCTBO AoragblBaeTcs, U XOTA HUYEro Hemnb3s AoKa3aTb NONOXUTENBHO, O4HAaKO S BaM
COBETY0 ObITb OCTOPOXHEE. KHArMHS MHE roBopuna HbIHY€, YTO OHa 3HAET, YTO Bbl CTPENANUCH
3a ee goyb. En Bce 3TOT cTapmyok pacckasarn... kak 6uwb ero? OH 6bin cBuaeTenem Ballen
CTbIYKM C ["pyLIHMLKMM B pecTopaumun. A npuwen Bac npegynpeantb. MNpowarite. MoxeT ObiTb,
Mbl 6onbLUe HEe YBUOMMCS, Bac yLWOT Kyaa-HMbyap.

OH Ha nopore OCTaHOBWSICA: EMY XOTEMNOChb NOXaTb MHE PYKY... U ecnu 6 51 nokasan emy
Marneniee Ha 3TO XenaHue, To oH 6pocuncsa Gbl MHE Ha LLEKD; HO S OCTANCs XONoA€eH, Kak KaMeHb
— W OH BblLUEN.

BoT ntogn! Bce OHM TakoBbI: 3HAKOT 3apaHee BCe AypPHble CTOPOHbI NOCTYMKa, NOMOratoT,
COBETYIOT, faxe 0gobpsatoT ero, Buas HEBO3MOXHOCTb APYroro CpeacTsa, — a noToM yMblBatoT
PYKN 1 OTBOPAYMBAOTCA C HEroO4OBaHMEM OT TOrO, KTO UMEN CMENOCTb B3SiTb Ha cebs BCHO
TAroCTb OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. BCe OHM TakoBbl, Aaxe camble Jo06pble, Camble YMHbIE!..

Ha gpyron geHb yTpom, Nosiy4mB rpukasaHue OT BbICLLIEro HavanbCcTBa OTNPaBUTLCS B KPEMOCTb
H., 9 3awen K KHArMHe NpoCTUTbLCS.

OHa 6bina yameneHa, Korga Ha BOMpoC ee: MMEI0 N 9 e ckasaTb YTO-HNbyab 0coBeHHO
Ba)XHOE? — 9 OTBEYar, YTo Xenat en bbITb CHACTNMBOW N NPOYeEE.

— A MHe HYXXHO C BaMV NOroBOpUTb O4YEHb CEPLE3HO.

A cen monya.

£ABHO 6bINO, YTO OHa He 3Hana, C Yero HavaTtb; NMLOo ee nobarpoBeno, Nyxnble ee Nanblbl
CTy4anu no CTony; HaKOHeL, OHa Havana Tak, NPepbIBUCTbIM FONTIOCOM:

— MocnywanTte, mcbe MNMevopuH! 8 gymato, 4TO Bbl 6naropoaHbIvi YENOBEK.

£ noknoHuncs.

— ¥ paxe B 3TOM yBepeHa, — npoJosnkana oHa, — XOTS Balle noBeAeHNe HECKONbKO COMHUTENBHO;
HO y Bac MOryT 6bITb MPUYMHbI, KOTOPbIX S HE 3HAt0, N UX-TO Bbl AOJPKHbI TEMEPb MHE NOBEPUTD.
Bbl 3alwWmnTnnm go4b MO0 OT KNeBeTbl, CTPEeNsannch 3a Hee, — CreACTBEHHO, PUCKOBAIN XXU3HbIO. ..
He oTBeuvarite, g 3Hato, YTO Bbl B 9TOM HE NpMU3HaeTechb, NOTOMY YTO [ pyLIHMLKMIA YOUT (OHa
nepekpectunacs). bor emy npoctut — u, HagewcCb, Bam Takke!.. 3TO A0 MeHs He KacaeTcs, S He
CMel0 ocyXaaTb Bac, NOTOMY YTO JOYb MOS XOTH HEBUHHO, HO Bbina aTomy npuynHot. OHa MHe
BCe Cckasana... 1 Aymato, BCe: Bbl U3BSACHUMMUCH € B NOOBW... OHa BaMm Npu3Hanack B CBoen (TyT
KHArMHA TSHKeno B3goxHyna). Ho oHa 6onbHa, n 9 yBepeHa, 4To 3To He npocTasa 6onesHb! MNevanb
TarHasa ee ybMBaeT; OHa He NPU3HAETCH, HO s1 YBEPEHA, YTO Bbl ATOMY NpUYMHOM. .. MMocnywanTe:
Bbl, MOXeT ObITb, AyMaeTe, YTO A ULy YMHOB, OFPOMHOro GoraTcTea, — pa3yBepbTechk! s xouy
TONbKO cYacTbs Aodepu. Balle TenepeluHee nonoXxeHne He3aBUAHO, HO OHO MOXET NOMNpPaBUTbLCA:



Bbl MME€eTEe COCTOSAHME; Bac NobuT A0Yb MOSI, OHA BOCMMTaHa Tak, YTO COCTaBUT cYacTMe Myxa, —
s 6oraTa, oHa y MeHsa ogHa... [oBopuTe, 4TO Bac yaepxumeaeT?.. Bugute, 4 He gormxkHa 6bl 6bina
BaM BCEro 9Toro roBOpuTb, HO 4 Nonararcb Ha Balle cepiue, Ha Bally YeCTb; BCMOMHUTE, Y MEHS
ofHa A0Yb... OAHa...

OHa 3annakana.

— KHsrvHs, — ckasan s, — MHe HEBO3MOXXHO OTBeYaTb BaM; NO3BOSIbTE MHE MOroBOPUTL C BaLUEW
Ao4Yepblo HaeauHe. ..

— Hukorga! — BOCKInMKHYNa oHa, BCTaB CO CTyfa B CUITbHOM BOSTHEHUW.

— Kak xotute, — oTBEYan s, NnpuroToBnAsiCb yUTMW.

OHa 3agymanacb, caenana MHe 3Hak pykoto, 4Tob g nogoxaan, v Bellwna.

[Mpowno MUHYT NATb; cepaue Moe CUbHO BUNOCh, HO MbICAX BbINM CMOKOWMHBI, FOfI0Ba XON0AHa;
KaK s1 HU uckan B rpyan Moem XoTb UCKpbI No6BK K Munon Mepu, HO cTapaHms Moum Bbinu
HanpacHbl.

BoT oBepu oTBOPMNUCH, U BoLNa oHa, boxe! kak nepemeHunack ¢ Tex nop, Kak s He Buaan ee, —
a gaBHO Nn?

Honas 0o cepeAnHbl KOMHaTbI, OHa NoLaTHyNachb; 9 BCKOYUI, nogan el pyky n oosen ee A0
Kpecen.

A ctoan npotne Hee. Mbl onro monyanu; ee 6onbluMe rnasa, MCNONMHEHHbIE HEN3BACHUMOM
rPyCTH, Ka3anocb, UCKkanu B MOUX YTO-HMOyab NOXOXee Ha Hagexay; ee bneaHble rybbl HanpacHo
cTapanucb YnblOHYTbCS; €€ HEXHbIE PYKW, CITOXKEHHbIE Ha KOneHax, Oblnn Tak Xyabl U NPO3paYyHbl,
4YTO MHE CTaro Xarb ee.

— KHskHa, — ckasan 4, — Bbl 3HaeTe, 4To A Haf, BaMy cMesanca?.. Bol 4OMKHbI Npe3npaTtb MEHS.
Ha ee wekax nokasancsa 60ne3HeHHbINn pyMsHel,

A npopomxkan:

— CneacTBeHHO, Bbl MEHA NOOUTL HE MOXeETE. ..

OHa oTtBepHynacb, 06nokoTUNack Ha CTof, 3aKpbina rnasa pykot, 1 MHe NoKa3anoch, YTO B HUX
GnecHynu cnesbl.

— boxe mon! — nponsHecna oHa efBa BHATHO.

OTO CTAHOBMMOCH HEBBIHOCUMO: €Llle MUHYTA, U A Bbl ynan K Horam ee.

— WTak, Bbl Camu BUANUTE, — CKasan s CKOMbKO MOI TBEPAbIM rOflIOCOM U C MPUHYXXAEHHON
YCMELLKOW, — Bbl CaMu BUAUTE, YTO A HE MOTY Ha BacC XEHUTbCH, ecnun 6 Bbl Aaxke 3TOro Tenepb
XOTenu, To CKopo Obl packasanncb. Mo pasroBop C Baller MaTyLKOW NPUHYANA MEHS
0O6BACHUTBCA C BaMn Tak OTKPOBEHHO U Tak rpybo; A HagekChb, YTO OHa B 3abny>XaeHuun: Bam
nerko ee pasysepuTb. Bbl BUAMUTE, 4 nrpato B BalMX rnasax camyo Xarky 1 ragkyt posb, u
Aaxe B 3TOM NPU3HatOCb; BOT BCe, YTO s MOry Ansa Bac caenatb. Kakoe 6bl Bbl AypHOE MHEHME
060 MHE HK umenu, s eMy NOKopPsKCh... Buante nn, 9 nepen Bamu HU30K. He npasaa nu, ecnu
Aaxe Bbl MEHSA U NOOMMK, TO C 3TON MUHYTLI Npe3npaeTe?

OHa obepHynack ko MHe BneaHasi, kak Mpamop, TONbKO rnasa ee YygecHO CBepKanu.

— £ Bac HeHaBuXy... — CcKa3arna oHa.

A nobnarogapun, NOKNOHWUIACA NOYTUTENBHO U BbILLEN.

Uepes yac Kypbepckas Tporika Myana meHsi u3 Kucnosogcka. 3a HeCKomnbKko BepcT Ao EcceHTykoB
S y3Han 6nm3 goporu Tpyn MOEro NINXOro KOHK; ceaso 6bI10 CHATO — BEPOSATHO, NPOE3XKUM



Ka3akoMm, — 1 BMECTO cefifla Ha CruHe ero cuaenu Asa BopoHa. A B34OXHYN N OTBEPHYIICS. ..

W Tenepsb, 34ecCb, B 3TOM CKYYHOM KPEnocTu, 9 4acTo, npoberas MbICMIo NpoLleaLlee.
cnpawmBato ceba: 0TYero s He XoTen CTYNUTb Ha 3TOT NyTb, OTKPLITLIN MHE cyabboto, rae MeHs
oXuaanu TUXme pagocTu u cnokoncTene aywesHoe?.. Het, g 6bl He yxunca ¢ aton goneto! A, kak
MaTpPOC, POXXAEHHbIN U BbIPOCLLMI Ha nanybe pa3borHudbero Bpura: ero gywa cxunacb ¢ dypamm
n 6GutBamun, 1, BbIGPOLLEHHLIN Ha Beper, OH CKyYaeT U TOMUTCSH, Kak HU MaHW ero TeHUCTasa poLua,
Kak HW CBETU eMy MUPHOE COSHLE; OH XxoauT cebe Lenblr 4eHb N0 NPMOpPEXXHOMY NECKY,
npucnywmnBaeTcsa K ogHoobpasHoMy ponoTy HaberatLmx BOMH 1 BCMaTpUBaETCS B TYMaHHY0
Aanb: He MeNbKHET N TaM Ha 6negHon YepTe, OTAENSIOWEN CUHIOK NYYUHY OT CEPbIX TYYEK,
)XenaHHbI napyc, cHavana nogo0HbIN Kpbifly MOPCKOW Yaniki, HO Mano-nomasny OTAeNsoLWmnncs
OT NeHbl BanyHOB 1 POBHbLIM Berom npubnmxatoLmincs K nyCTbIHHOW NPUCTAHM. ..
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MHe Kak-TO pa3 Cny4unochb NpoXuTb ABe Heenn B Kasavybeln CTaHuLUe Ha NeBOM donaHre; TyT xe
cToan 6atanboH NexoTbl; oduuepbl cobupanuce Apyr y Apyra nooyepenHo, no Beyepam urpanv B
KapThbl.

OpHaxapl, Hacky4mB 6OCTOHOM 1 BpOCUB KapTbl NOA CTON, Mbl 3acugenuck y manopa C*** odyeHb
AONro; pasroBop, NPoTnB 0ObIKHOBEHMS, ObiN 3aHMMaTeneH. Paccyxganm o Tom, 4To
MyCynbMaHckoe nosepbe, 6yato cyabba yenoBeka HanncaHa Ha Hebecax, HaxoanuT N Mexay
HamMW, XpUCTMaHaMm, MHOTMX NOKIMOHHMKOB; KaXabli pacckasbiBan pasHble HEOObIKHOBEHHbIE
cny4awu pro unm contra.

— Bce 3710, rocnoga, H1M4ero He A4oOKa3bIBaEeT, — CKasan ctapblii Manop, — BeAb HUKTO 13 Bac He Obin
CBUAETENEM TEX CTPaHHbIX Cry4yaeB, KOTOPbIMU NOATBEPXKAAETE CBON MHEHUA?

— KoHe4HO, HMKTO, — cKa3anu MHOrMe, — HO Mbl Crbllanu OT BEPHbIX MOAEN. ..

— Bce 310 B3g0op! — ckasan KTo-To, — rae 9T1 BepHble NI0AN, BUAEBLUNE CMNCOK, HA KOTOPOM
Ha3Ha4yeH Yac Haweun cmepTu?.. M ecnu TOYHO eCcTb NpegonpeneneHne, To 3a4emM Ham JaHa BOns,
paccyaok? noYyemMy Mbl JOSDKHbI AaBaTb OTYET B HALLMX MOCTYNKax?

B o910 Bpemsa oguH odumuep, cMaeBLUMIA B YrIly KOMHaTbI, BCTan, U MearneHHOo nogomasa K cTony,
OKMHYI BCEX CMOKOMHbIM B3rngaom. OH 6bin pogom cepb, kak BUOHO BbINo 13 ero MMeHu.
HapyxxHoCTb nopy4duka Bynuya oTBevana BnosnHe ero xapakrepy. BbICOkuin pocT n cMyrnbii UBET
nvua, YepHble BOSOCHI, YePHbIE NPOHULATENbHbIE rna3a, 6onbLUOKM, HO NPaBUbHbIA HOC,
NPUHAANEXHOCTb ero Haumu, nevyanbHas u xonoaHas ynoibka, Be4Ho bnyxaaswas Ha rybax

ero, — Bce 370 6yATO cornacoBarnoch A4nsa Toro, 4Tob npuaaTtb emy BUA cyulectsa 0CoO6eHHOro, He
CNoCcOBHOro AeNNTLCA MbICIISAMU U CTPACTAMU C TEMU, KOTOPbIX cyabba fana eMmy B TOBapULLA.
OH 6b1n xpabp, roBopun Masno, HO Pe3Ko; HUKOMY He MOBEPSS CBOUX AYLWIEBHbIX N CEMENHbIX
TalH; BUHA NOYTN BOBCE HE NUII, 3@ MOMOALIMU Ka3adkaMu, — KOTOPbIX NpPenecTb TpyaHO
AOCTUTHYTb, HE BMAAB UX, OH HUKOrA4a He BONo4mncsa. foBopunu, ogHako, YTo XXeHa NonKOBHMKa
Oblna HepaBHOAYLIHA K €r0 Bblpa3uTeNbHbIM rfasam; HO OH He LWyTSa cepaunca, korga ob atom
Hamekanu.

Bbina TonbKO ogHa cTpacTb, KOTOPOW OH HE Taun: CTPacTb K Urpe. 3a 3eneHbIM CTOSNIOM OH
3abbiBan Bce, 1 0ObIKHOBEHHO NPOUrPbIBar; HO NOCTOSIHHBIE HEYAA4M TOMbKO pasapaxanu ero
ynpsiMcTBO. PacckasbiBanu, 4To pas, BO BpEMS 3KCNeamLmm, HOYbto, OH Ha noAayLike metan 6aHk,
eMy y>KacHO Be3no. Bopyr pasganucb BbICTpenbl, yaapunu TpeBory, BCe BCKOYUN 1 BpoCHMnmch K
opyxuto. «[loctaBb Ba-6aHk!» — kpnyan Bynuy, He nogbiMascb, OOHOMY U3 CaMbIX FOPAYMX
noHTepoB. «/aeT cemepkay, — oTBevan ToT, yberas. Hecmotps Ha Bceobuyyto cymatoxy, Bynmy
AOKMHYN Tanblo, kKapTa 6bina aaHa.

Korga oH siBunca B Lenb, Tam 6bina yxx cunbHasa nepectpenka. Bynud He 3abotunca Hu 0 nynsx,
HW O LaLlKax Ye4YeHCKUX: OH OTbICKMBAs CBOEro CHacTNMBOro NoHTepa.

— Cemepka gaHa! — 3akpuyan OH, yBUAaB €ro HakoHeL, B Lienn 3acTpernbLMKOB, KOTopble
Ha4YMHanM BbITECHATb U3 Necy HenpuaTens, n, nogonasa 6nuxe, OH BbIHYN CBOW KOLUENEK U
OyMaXKHUK 1 OTAan X cHacTnMBLY, HECMOTPS Ha BO3PaXXeHNA O HEYMECTHOCTM nnaTexa.
McnonHmB aTOT HENpUATHBINA g4onr, oH 6pocuncsa Bnepea, yenek 3a coboro congaT u 4O camoro
KOHUa fena npexfiagHOKPOBHO NepecTpenmBarncs ¢ YeyeHuamu.



Korga nopyuuk Bynuy nogowen k ctony, TO BCe 3aMonyanu, oXXmaasa oT Hero kKakon-Hmbyab
OPUrMHAaNbHOW BbIXOAKMW.

— locnopa! — ckaszan oH (ronoc ero 6bin CNOKOEH, XOTS TOHOM HuKe 06bIKHOBEHHOr0), — rocnoga!l K
YeMmy nycTble crnopbl? Bbl XOTUTe foKa3aTenbCTB: 4 Bam npeanarato ucnpobosaTtb Ha cebe, MoxeT
IV YernoBeK CBOEBOSIbLHO pacronararb CBOEH XU3HbIO, UMW KaXXA0MY M3 Hac 3apaHee Ha3Ha4veHa
pokoBasi MMHYyTa... Komy yrogHo?

— He mHe, He mHe! — pazganock co Bcex CTOPOH, — BOT Yyaak! npuaeT e B ronosy!..

— lNpegnarato napu! — ckasan g WwyTs.

— Kakoe?

— YTBepxaato, 4To HeT npeaonpeaeneHnsi, — ckasan s, BbiCbiNas Ha CToN AecATKa [Ba YePBOHLEB
— BCe, YTO ObINO Y MEHS B KApMaHe.

— Oepxy, — otBeyan Bynuy rnyxmum ronocom. — Mariop, Bbl 6ygete cyabeto; BOT NATHaauaTb
YepBOHLEB, OCTarbHbIE NATb Bbl MHE OOJDKHbI, U caenanTe MHe ApyX0y npubaBuTb UX K 3TUM.

— XopoLwuo, — ckasan mManop, — TONbKO He NOHMMato, MPaBo, B YEM [er0 N KakK Bbl peLunTe crop?..
Bynuy Bbilwen monya B cnanbHiO Manopa; Mbl 3a HAM nocrnegosanu. OH nogoLllen K cTeHe, Ha
KOTOPOW BUCENO OpYyXue, U Haygady CHAN C rBo3gs OAuH U3 pasHoKanubepHbIX MUCTONETOB; Mbl
elle ero He NMOHMManu; HO KorAga OH B3BEr KYPOK W Hackinan Ha rnosiky nopoxy, To MHOrue,
HEeBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYB, CXBaTUN €r0 3a PyKW.

— Y70 THI XO4ewWwsb aenaTb? [ocnywan, 3To cymacliecTsue! — 3akpuyanu emy.

— locnopa! — cka3an oH MeAneHHo, 0cBobOXaasA CBOU PYKW, — KOMY YrOAHO 3annaTuTb 3a MeHs
ABaguaTb YepBOHLEB?

Bce 3amonyanu n oToLmnw.

Bynuy Bbilwen B gpyryto KOMHaTY U cen 'y CTona; Bce nocrnegosasnu 3a HAM: OH 3HaKOM npurnacun
Hac cecTb Kpyrom. Monya noBMHOBaNUCb emMy: B 3Ty MUHYTY OH Npuobpen Hag HamMm Kakyto-To
TavHCTBEHHYIO BracTb. S NpucTanbHO NOCMOTPEN eMy B rfasa; HO OH CMOKOMHbLIM Y
HENoABWXHbIM B30OPOM BCTPETU MOM UCMbITYIOWWI B3rNaa, n 6negHole rybbl ero ynblGHYnnCh;
HO, HECMOTPS Ha ero xnagHoOKpoBME, MHE Ka3anoch, s YaTan nevyatb CMepTu Ha 6negHom nuue
ero. A saamevan, n MHOrne ctapble BOUHbI MOATBEPXAANN MOe 3aMmedaHue, YTo 4acTo Ha nuue
yerioBeka, KOTOpbI JOMKEH YMepeTb Yepe3 HECKOSTbKO YacoB, €CTb KaKON-TO CTPaHHbIN
oTneYvaTok HensbexxHoW cyabObl, TaK YTO NPUBbLIYHBIM rfla3am TPYAHO OWNBUTLCS.

— Bbl HbIHYe ympeTe! — ckasan g emy.

OH BbICTPO KO MHE 06epHynca, HO OTBeYan MeasieHHO U CNOKOWHO:

— MoxeT 6bITb, Aa, MOXET ObITb, HET... [1oTOM, 06paTACh K Markiopy, CNPOCUIT: 3apsXKeH Nn
nuctonet? Manop B 3amelLaTensCTBe He NOMHUI XOPOLLEHbLKO.

— [a nonHo, Bynuy! — 3akpuyan KTo-To, — YK, BEPHO, 3apsKeH, KOMnn B rofloBax BUCEN, YTO 3a
oxoTa WwyTuTs!..

— 'nynas wyTtka! — nogxsatvn apyrou.

— depxy natbaecaT pybnern NnpoTUB NATU, YTO MUCTOSET HE 3apsikeH! — 3akpuvan TpeTui.
CocTtaBunucb HoBbIE Napw.

MHe Hapjoena aTa ANWHHAA LLePEMOHNS.

— MocnywanTte, — ckasan A, — UNK 3acTpPenuTeCh, UK NOBECLTE NUCTONET Ha NPEeXHee MecTo, U
nongemTte cnartb.



— PasymeeTcs, — BOCKIMKHYNU MHOrne, — nongemMmTte cnatb.

—lNocnopga, s Bac npoly He TporaTbesa ¢ mecTtal — ckazan Bynuy, npuctass gyno nucroneTa Ko
nby. Bce 6yaTo okameHenw.

— lNocnoguH MevopuH, npubasun oH, — BO3bMUTE KapTy U BpocbTe BBEPX.

£ B3an co cTona, kak Tenepb NOMHIO, YEPBOHHOIO Ty3a 1 6pocun KBepxy: AblXxaHue y Bcex
OCTaHOBUIOCh; BCE rnasa, Bblpaxas CTpax U Kakoe-TO HeonpeaerneHHoe nobonbiTcTBo, 6eranu ot
nnucToneTa K pPOKOBOMY Ty3Y, KOTOPbIN, TperneLa Ha BOo3yXe, Ornyckanca MearieHHo; B Ty MUHYTY,
KaK OH KOCHyrics cTona, Bynuy cnyctun Kypok... oceyka!l

— CnaBa bory! — BCKpYKHYNU MHOTUE, — HE 3apsXeH. ..

— lNocmoTpuMm, ogHako X, — ckadan Bynuy. OH B3Ben onsATb KYPOK, NpUUENUIca B oypaxky,
BUCEBLUYIO HaJ OKHOM; BbICTpen pasgarncs — AbiM HanosnHun KomHaTty. Korga oH paccesincs, CHAnm
dypaxky: oHa 6bina npobuTta B camon cepeamHe n nyns rnyboko 3acena B CTEHe.

MWHYTbI TPM HUKTO HE MOT CfnoBa BbIMONBUTL. Bynny nepeckinan B CBOM KoLenek MO YepBOHLbI.
[Mownn Tonkn o ToM, OTYEro NUCTONET B MNEPBLIN pa3 He BbICTPENUI; UHblE YTBEPXOanu, 4To,
BEPOSATHO, Norka 6bina 3acopeHa, ApyrMe roBopunu LWeNoToM, YTo npexae nopox Obin Cbipor 1
4yTO nocne Bynuy npuceinan ceexero; HO s yTBepXaarn, YTo NocrneaHee rnpeanorioxXeHme
Hecnpaseanueo, NOTOMY YTO Sl BO BCE BPEMS He Cryckan rnas c nucronera.

— Bbl cyacTtnueebl B urpe, — ckasan s Bynuyy...

— B nepBbit pa3 ot poay, — oTBeYan oH, CaMOAO0BOSbHO yNnblbasch, — 3TO Nny4we 6aHka u wrocca.
— 3aTo0 HEMHOXKO OnacHee.

— A 4TO? Bbl Ha4Yanu BepuTb NpegonpeaeneHno?

— Bepto; TonbKko He NoHMMalo Tenepb, OTYEro MHe Ka3anocb, 6YATO Bbl HEMPEMEHHO AOMXKHbI
HbIHYe yMepeTb...

OTOT e YenoBek, KOTOPbIN Tak HeJaBHO MeTun cebe npecnokonHo B Nob, Tenepb BAPYr
BCMNbIXHYN U CMYTUIICS.

— OpHako e goBonbHO! — ckasan oH, BCTaBas, Napu Halle KOHYMNOCh, U Tenepb BaLUu
3aMeyvaHuns, MHe KaXeTCsl, HeyMeCTHbI... — OH B3AN wWwanky v ywen. 3To MHe nokasasnocb
CTpaHHbIM — 1 Hegapom!..

CKkopo BCe pasoLunmch rno goMam, pasnu4Ho TOomKys o npudygax Bynuya n, BepoaTHo, B 0AMH
ronoc HasbiBasi MEHS 3roMCTOM, MOTOMY YTO A AepXan napu NpoTUB YeroBeka, KOTOPbIA XOoTen
3acTpennTbes; kak 6yaTo oH 6e3 MeHsa He Mor HanTu yaobHoro criyyas!..

£ Bo3sBpaLyanca 4oMon NyCcTbIMU NepeyrnkaMmn CTaHuLbl; MecsiL, NOMHbIA U KpaCHbIW, Kak 3apeBo
noxapa, HaunHan nokasblBaTbCH U3-3a 3y64aToro ropu3oHTa JOMOB; 3BE3/1bl COKOMHO CUSAMNW Ha
TeMHo-ronybom cBofe, U MHe CTano CMeLLHO, Korga g BCNOMHUI, YTo 6binv Hekoraa nogu
npemyapsle, oymaBLUMe, YTO cBeTUNa HeBEeCHbIE NPUHUMALOT YY4acTMe B HALLMX HUYTOXHbIX
crnopax 3a KNo4oK 3eMin Uin 3a Kakne-Hmbyab BbiMbILWNEHHbIE NpaBal.. M 4To X? aTn namnagpl,
3aXOKEHHbIE, MO X MHEHUIO, TONbKO ANs TOro, YTobbl OcBeLWaTh UX BUTBbLI U TOPXKECTBA, rOPAT C
NpeXXHUM BreckoMm, a Ux CTpacTu U Hagexabl 4aBHO yracnn BMECTe C HUMU, KaK OrOHeK,
3a)OKEHHbIN Ha kpato neca becneyvHbiM cTpaHHMKoM! HO 3aTo kakyto cuny BOnuW npyvaasana um
YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO Lenoe Hebo co CBOMMU BECHUCNIEHHBIMM XUTENSMU HA HUX CMOTPUT C
y4yacTueMm, XOTS HEMbIM, HO HEU3MEHHbIM!.. A Mbl, UX Xankne NOTOMKU, CKUTaoLWMeCs rno 3emne
6e3 ybexaeHuin n ropaocTtun, 6e3 HacnaxaeHus u cTpaxa, KpoMe TOW HEBONbHOW 60513HM,



CXXUMatoLLEN cepaue Npu MbICNN O HEM3OEXHOM KOHLE, Mbl HE CMOCOOHLI BoMnee K BEMNKNM
XepTBam HM Ang 6nara yenoBe4vecTBa, HU Aaxe Ana COGCTBEHHOro cHacTusl, NOTOMY 3HAaeM ero
HEBO3MOXXHOCTb M paBHOAYLLHO NEPEXOAUM OT COMHEHUSI K COMHEHMIO, Kak HaLn npeaku
OGpocanncb OT 0AHOro 3abnyXXaeHUs K Apyromy, He MeS, Kak OHW, HX Haaexapbl, HA gaxe Toro
HeonpeaeneHHoro, XoTsa U UCTUHHOIO HacnaXxaeHus, KOTopoe BCTpevaeT ayla Bo BCskon 6opbbe
C nrogbmun nnu cyasboto. ..

N mHoro apyrmux nogobHbIX AyM NPOXOAUIO B YME MOEM; St UX HE yAepXXuBarn, NOTOMY YTO He
no6nio ocTaHaBNMBaTLCA Ha Kakon-HMOyAb OTBREeYeHHoN Mbicnn. U kK yemy aTo Beget?.. B
nepBoKr MONOAOCTN Moel A Bbin medTaTtenem, 4 nobun nackate NONEPEMEHHO TO MpaYHble, TO
pagyxHble 06pa3sbl, KOTOPblE pUCoOBano MHe 6eCnoKorHoe 1 xaaHoe BoobpaxkeHne. Ho 4to ot
3TOro MHe OCTanocb? ogHa yCcTanocCTb, Kak NOCne HOYHOM BGUTBbI C NPUBMAEHMEM, N CMYTHOE
BOCMOMWHAaHWE, NCNOSNIHEHHOE coXaneHunn. B aTon HanpacHon 6opbbe s MCTowmn 1 Xap aywm, u
NMOCTOSAHCTBO BONK, HEOBX0AMMOE ANs OENCTBUTENBHOM XN3HUW; 1 BCTYNUI B 3TY XN3Hb, NEPEXNB
ee yXXe MbICNEHHO, U MHe CTarno CKy4YHO M ragko, Kak TOMY, KTO YuTaeT AypHoe noapaxaHue
AaBHO eMy U3BECTHOM KHUre.

[MpouncluecTBme 3TOro Beyepa NpoM3BeNo Ha MeHs AOBOSbHO rybokoe BnevaTneHme u
pasgpaxuno Mou HepBbl; HE 3Hal0 HaBepHoe, BEPIO Ny S Tenepb npegonpeneneHnio Unu HeT, HO B
3TOT BeYep 9 eMy TBEpAO BEPUN: AOKA3aTENbCTBO ObINO pasuTenbHO, U s, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
NOCMEANCS Hag HaWuMn NnpegkamMmmn n nx yCnyxnmBor acTponornen, nonan HEBOSIbHO B NX KONEHO,
HO 9 ocTaHoBUI cebs BOBpPEMS HA 3TOM ONACHOM MyTU U, UMeS NPaBUIIO HUYEro HEe OTBepraTb
peLMTENBHO N HUYEMY HE BBEPATLCA cneno, otépocun Metadunanky B CTOPOHY U CTarn CMOTPETb
nog Horn. Takas NpeaoCTOPOXHOCTb Obina OYeHb KCTaTu: S YyTb-4yTb HE ynan, HaTKHYBLUMCb Ha
YTO-TO TONCTOE M MSATKOe, HO, MO-BUOAUMOMY, HEXNBOE. HaKNOHACh — MecsL, YK CBETUI NPSMO Ha
AOpOry — 1 YTO Xe? Npeao MHOI nexarna CBUHbS, pa3pybneHHas nononam watukon... Eaa s
ycnen ee 0CMOTPETb, Kak ycrbilwan WyM LiaroB: ABa Ka3aka 6exanu n3 nepeynka, oguMH nogoLlen
KO MHe 1 cnpocun, He B1aan nNn 9 NbAHOro Kasaka, KOTOPbI rHancsa 3a CBUHbEN. A 06bABUN UM,
YTO He BCTpeyan Kasaka, 1 yka3an Ha HECHYACTHYHO XXepTBY €ro HEMCTOBOW XpabpocCTu.

— Okon pa3bonHuk! — ckazan BTOPOK Kasak, — Kak HanbeTCs YNXMpPs, Tak U NoLlen KpownTb BCeE,
4YTO HK nonaro. Nonaem 3a HUM, Epemeny, Hago ero cesa3aTb, a TO...

OHu yganunuce, a 9 npogoskan cBon NyTb ¢ 60NbLUEN OCTOPOXKHOCTLIO U HAKOHEL, CHaCTNMBO
pobpancsa 0o ceoen KBapTupbl.

£ Xnun y 0aHOro cTaporo ypsigHuka, KoToporo nodun 3a 4obpbin ero Hpae, a 0CO6EHHO 3a
XOpPOLLUEHbKYI0 A04KYy HacTio.

OHa, no 06bIKHOBEHMIO, A0XKMAANACh MEHS Y KAnUTKWN, 3aBEPHYBLUMCH B LUYOKY; NyHa ocBellana
ee Munble rybku, NOCMHEBLUME OT HOYHOroO Xonoaa. Y3HaB MeHsi, OHa ynblGHynacb, HO MHe ObIno
He go Hee. «[Mpowan, Hactay, — ckasan s, npoxoga mmmo. OHa xoTena YTo-To OTBeYaTb, HO
TONbKO B30XHYNa.

£ 3aTBOpPMN 3a cO600 ABEPL MOEK KOMHATbI, 3aCBETUI CBEYKY M BpOCKICsa Ha NOCTENb; TONbKO
COH Ha 3TOT pa3 3acTaBun cebs xxaatb 6onee 06bIKHOBEHHOrO. YK BOCTOK HaunHan 6negHeTsb,
Korga 4 3aCHyn, HO — BUAHO, 6bIno HanMcaHo Ha Hebecax, YTO B 3Ty HOYb A HE BbICNHOChH. B
YyeTbipe Yaca yTpa [Ba Kyraka 3acTyyanu KO MHe B OKHO. A BCKoYun: 4To Takoe?.. «Bcrasan,
ogeBancal» — Kpuyano MHe HECKOSbKO rofiocoB. S HAacKopo oAencsa U Bbllwes. «3Haelb, 4YTO



CNy4nnocb?» — ckasanu MHe B OAWMH rofioc Tpu oduuepa, npuwegwme 3a MHOK; OHM Obinu
GneaHbl Kak cMepTb.

- Yro?

— Bynuy yéur.

A octonbeHen.

— [a, yéuT — npogomkanu oHn, — nongem ckopee.

— [a kyna xe?

— [oporow y3Haellb.

Mbl nownn. OHKM pacckasanu MHe BCe, YTO CNy4YunocCh, C MPUMECHIO pa3HblX 3amMeyaHuii HacqeT
CTpaHHOro npegonpeaeneHnsi, KOTopoe cnacno ero oT HeMUHYEMOW CMepPTK 3a nornyaca 4o
cmepTu. Bynuy wen oanH no TEMHOM ynuue: Ha Hero HaCKOYKUN NbSHbIN Kasak, n3pyounBLLMIA
CBUHbIO U, MOXeET BbITb, NpoLuen 6bl MMMO, He 3aMeTuB ero, ecnu 6 Bynuy, BApyr OCTaHOBSACb, HE
ckasan: «Koro Tbl, 6paTteu, nwewb?» — «Tebal» — oTBevan kasak, yaapus €ro LaLlKkown,
pa3pybun ero oT nneva noYTn Jo cepaua... [1ea kasaka, BCTpETUBLLME MEHSA U CneamBLUNE 3a
ybuinuen, nogocnenun, NOAHANN paHEHOro, HO OH BbiN yXxe Npu nocnegHeM U3abiXxaHun U ckasan
Tonbko ABa cnosa: «OH npas!» A oAnH NOHUMan TeMHOe 3Ha4yeHWe 3TUX COB: OHU OTHOCUIUCH
KO MHe; 51 npefckasan HeBoNbHO 6eaHoMy ero cyabby; MOV MHCTUHKT He 0OMaHyn MeHS: 1 TOYHO
npoyen Ha ero M3MeHMBLLEMCS NnLe nevatb 6rIM3KON KOHUYUHBI.

Y6uiiya 3anepcs B NyCTon xaTe, Ha KoHUe cTaHuubl. Mbl wnu Tyaa. MHOXeCTBO XeHLWUH 6exano
C Nna4vem B Ty Xe CTOPOHY; N0 BpeMeHaM Ono3faBLUni Ka3ak BbICKakMBan Ha ynuvuy, BTOPONsaxX
npucTernBas kKuHxan, n 6erom onepexan Hac. Cymatoxa 6bina cTpaluHas.

BoT HakoHeL, Mbl MPULLNK; CMOTPUM: BOKPYT XaTbl, KOTOPOW ABEPU N CTaBHU 3anepTbl U3HYTPY,
ctouT Tonna. Oduuepbl 1 Kasakn TOMKYIOT rOpsivo MeXAy COOOL0: XXEHLUHbI BOKOT, NpUroBapmeas
n npnumtbiBast. Cpegmn nx 6pocnnocb MHe B rnasa 3HauynmTenbHOe NMLO CTapyXxu, BblpaxasLuee
6esymHoe otyasiHne. OHa cugena Ha ToncTom 6peBHe, 0GMOKOTACH Ha CBOU KOJNEHU U
noagepkmeas rofioBy pykamu: To 6bina matb younupbl. Ee rybbl no BpemeHam LeBENUINCh:
MOJSIMTBY OHW LLUENTAnM Unm NpoknNaTme?

Mexay Tem Hago Obino Ha YTO-HMOYAb PELUINTBCA U CXBaTUTb NpPecTynHuKa. HUKTO, ogHako, He
OTBaXuncsa 6pocmTbCca NepBbIM. A NOAOLIEN K OKHY M NOCMOTPEN B LWeNb CTaBHA: GrneaHbIn, OH
nexan Ha nony, gepxa B NpaBon pyKe NUCTOSET; OKPOBaBMEHHA LLaLLKa fiexana Bo3ne Hero.
BblpasuTenbHble rnasa ero CTpallHo Bpallanmcb Kpyrom; NoOporo OH B3gparnean n xeatan cebs 3a
ronoy, Kak 0yaTo HEAACHO NpuNoMMHas BYepallHee. A He npoven 60MbLION PELMMOCTU B 3TOM
GecnokonHOM B3rngge n ckasan manopy, YTo HanpacHO OH He BENWUT BblNTOMaTb ABEPb U
OpocuTbCsa TyAa Kasakam, NOTOMY YTO Nydlle 3TO caenaTtb TENepb, HEXENU nocne, Koraa oH
COBCEM OMOMHUTCS.

B o970 Bpems cTapbii ecayn nogoLlen K ABepu U HasBan ero no UMeHu; ToT OTKIMKHYIICA.

— Corpewwun, 6paTt Edumbiv, — ckazan ecayn, — Tak yXX Hevero genartb, NOKOpUCh!

— He nokoptock! — oTBeYvan kasak.

— Mob6owica Bora. Beap Tbl He YeyeHeL, OKasHHbIN, @ YECTHbIA XPUCTUAHWH; HY, Y>K KON rpex TBOW
Tebsa nonyTan, Hevero genatb: cBoen cyabbbl HE MUHYeLb!

— He nokoptocb! — 3akpmyan kasak rpo3Ho, 1 CrblWHO 6bINo, Kak LWenKHyn B3BE4EHHbIV KYPOK.



— OW, TeTka! — cka3an ecayn cTapyxe, — NoroBopu CbiHy, aBocb Tebs nocnywaert... Beab ato
TonbKo 6ora rHeBuTb. [la NOCMOTPK, BOT 1 rocnoja Yy ABa Yaca 4OXMOatoTCs.

Crtapyxa nocmoTpena Ha Hero nNpucTarbHO M nokayara rosioBow.

— Bacunuu lNeTtposuy, — ckasan ecayn, nogonas K Manopy, — OH He caacTcsa — S ero 3Haro. A ecnm
ABEpb pasnomaTb, TO MHOro Hawunx nepebbeT. He npukaxeTte nu nydile ero npucTpenuTb? B
CTaBHe Lenb LWNpoKasi.

B 3Ty MUHYTY y MEHSA B ronoBe NpomesnbKHyna CTpaHHas MbiCinb: NogobHo Bynudy, 9 B3gyman
ncnbltaTe cyabby.

— lNoroawnTe, — ckasan 9 marnopy, — 1 ero BO3bMYy >XMBOTO.

Benes ecayny 3aBecTu ¢ HAM pa3roBOp M NOCTaBMB Y ABEPEN TPEX Ka3aKkoB, rOTOBbIX €€ BblOUTb,
1 BpPOCUTLCA MHE Ha MOMOLLb NPU JAHHOM 3HaKe, 1 oboLen xaTy 1 NPUGM3nICca K POKOBOMY
okHy. Cepaue moe cunbHO 6unoch.

— AX Tbl OKasiHHbIN! — Kpn4an ecaysn. — 4YTO Tbl, Ha4 HAMU CMEELLbCS, YTO NN? anu gymMaellb, 4To
Mbl C TOBOM He coBnagaem? — OH cTan cTyyaTtb B ABEPb M30 BCEW CUTbI, 4, NPUIIOXMB rnas K
wenu, cneavn 3a BWXEHUSIMU Ka3aka, He OXuAaBLUEero ¢ 3TOW CTOPOHbI HanageHus, — U Bapyr
oTopBan cTaBeHb U BPOCKNCA B OKHO rofioBoy BHU3. BbICTpen pasgancs y MeHst Hag cambiM YXOM,
nynsi copsana anonetT. Ho AbiM, HANOMHUBLLMIA KOMHATY, nomeLuan MoemMy NPOTUBHUKY HAWUTU
LALLIKY, NexaBLUYo BO3re Hero. A cxeaTun ero 3a pyku; Kasakv BOpBanucCb, 1 He NPOLUo Tpex
MUHYT, KaK NPecTynHUK ObIn yXX CBA3aH 1 0TBeAEeH noa koHBoeM. Hapopg pasowenca. Oduuepbl
MEHSI NO34paBNANN — TOYHO, 6bIno ¢ yem!

[Mocne Bcero aToro Kak Obl, kaxeTtcs, He caenartbes batannuctom? Ho KTo 3HaeT HaBepHoe,
ybexaeH nm oH B YEM UMM HET?.. U KakK YacTo Mbl NpUHUMaeM 3a ybexaeHne obmaH 4yBCTB 1nn
npomax paccygkal..

A nobno COMHEBATLCA BO BCEM: 9TO PaCMONOXEHME YMa HE MeLLaeT peLunTenibHOCTM Xapakrepa
— HanNpoTUB, YTO O MEHSA KacaeTcs, TO 4 Bcerga cMmenee uay Brnepeq, Korga He 3Haro, YTO MeHs
oxuaaeT. Beab xyke CMepTU HUYEro He CNy4YnUTCH — a CMEePTU HE MUHYeELLb!

BoaBpaTach B KpenocTb, A pacckasan Makcumy Makcumblyy BCe, YTO CIy4UNIOCh CO MHOK U YeMy
ObIn A cBMAeTeNb, M NOXenan y3HaTb ero MHeHne HacyeT npegonpeaenexnst. OH cHavana He
NOHUMan 3TOro CroBa, HO 51 OOBbSCHUN ero Kak Mor, U Toraa OH ckasar, 3Ha4yMTenbHO Nokayas
ronoBoOIo:

— Na-c! koHe4yHo-c! 3TO WTYyKa AO0BONLHO MyapeHas!.. Bnpoyem, 9T a3naTckue Kypku 4acto
0OCeKarTCs, ecnu OypHO CMasaHbl UKW He O0BOSIBHO KPEMNKO NMpUXMeLlb NanbLeM; NpU3HaKCh, He
nobnto s Takke BUHTOBOK YEPKECCKMX; OHM KaK-TO Hawlemy BpaTy HenpunmyHbl: npuknag,
ManeHbKWI, TOro 1 rmsau, Hoc 060XKeT... 3aTO YK LALLKW Y HUX — MPOCTO Moe noyvteHue!

[MoTom OH NpMMONBUI, HECKOMBKO NOAYMaB:

— [a, xxanb 6egHsary... Yept xxe ero gepHysn HOYbIO C NbsiHbIM pa3roBapuBaThb!.. Bnpoyem, BugHo,
YX TaK y Hero Ha poay 6bi1no HanmcaHo...

Bonblue s 0T HEro HUYero He Mor 4OBUTLCA: OH BOOOLLE HE NOOUT MeTan3NYECKUX MPEHNN.



