Mbl nomoraem B HanncaHum 4yactn C no BceM rymaHutTapHbiM npegmetam. ®efepansHbole
3KCMNepThbl NPOBEPSAT, NPOKOMMEHTUPYIOT BCE BalLM OLINOKM 1 AaayT Heobxoanmble
pekomMeHaauuun. TBOS NoAroToBka BblMAeT Ha Ka4eCTBEHHO HOBbIN YpoBeHb! A eLlé y Hac ecTb
MaTtepuarnsl N0 UTOrOBOMY COYMHEHUIO!
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OHn Wwnn necom no rryxoun, 3aHeCeHHOW CHEroMm Jopore, Ha KOTOPOW yXXe He OCTarnoch U criega oT
NOLWaANHBIX KOMbIT, MOI03bEB UMW HOT Yeroseka. TyT, HaBepHO, U NEeTOM HEMHOIO e3aunu, a
Tenepb, Nocne Aonrux gespanbCKMx MeTenen, Bce 3apOBHANO CHEroMm, U, ecnu 6el He nec — enu
BMEPEMEXKY C ONbLLUAHNKOM, KOTOPbIN HEPOBHO paccTynasncs B 06e CTOpoHbl, 06pa3sya TyCKno
Genetowmn B Houm Kopnaop, — 6bino Obl TPYAHO M NOHATL, YTO 3TO Aopora. M Bce e OHU He
owmnbnuck. BrnsabiBasicb CKBO3b ronbli, 3aTAHYTHIN CyMepkamun KycTapHuK, Pbibak Bce 6onblue
y3HaBan elle ¢ OCeHU 3arnoMHMUBLLMECH eMy MecTa. Torga OH 1 eLle YeTBepo U3 rpynnbl
CmonsikoBa Kak-To No4 Beyep Toxe npobupanncb 3Ton JOPOron Ha XyTOp U TOXE C HAMEPEHNEM
pPa3XnTbCA KakMmMn-HMbyab npoaykramu. BoH Kak pa3 n 3HaKOMbI OBpaXxek, Ha Kpako KOTOpOro
OHU Cnaenu BTPOEM U Kypunu, JOXnaasch, noka Asoe, yweawme snepen, nogagyTt curHan natu
BceM. Ternepb, OAHAKO, B OBpar He CYHYTbCS: C Kpasi ero cBucasn HaMeTeHHbI BbIOron KapHus, a
rornble AepeBLa Ha CKITOHE Mo caMble BEPXYLUKN yTonanu B CHery.

Pagom, Hag BepLuMHamMu enen, NeroHbKo CKonb3una B Hebe cTepTas NoNoBMHKA MecsLa, KOTOpPbIN
noYTK He ceeTun — nNuwb cnabo nobneckvean B XONOAHOM MepuaHun 38e34. Ho ¢ HuUmM 6bino He
TaK OQUHOKO B HOYM — Ka3anoCb, BPOAE KTO-TO XMBOW M A0OpPbIN HEHABSA34YMBO COMPOBOXAAET MX
B 3TOM nyTu. [Nooganb B necy 66110 MpayYyHOBATO OT TEMHOW MELUaHWHbI ener, Noanecka, Kaknx-
TO HEACHbIX TeHeN, 6ecnopaaoYHOro CNeTeEHNs CThiNbIX BETBEW; BOMM3M e, Ha YnCcTon 6ennaHe
CHera, gopora npocmaTtpusanack 6e3 Tpyga. To, YTO OHa nponerana 34ecb No HETPOHYTOM
LUenuHe, XoTA 1 3aTpyaHANo xoabby, 3aTo CTpaxoBano OT HeoXuagaHHocTel, u Peibak agyman, 4yto
BPSIA NN KTO CTaHEeT noacreperatb X B 3ToN rnywun. Ho Bce e Npuxoaunock O6biTb HACTOPOXE,
ocobeHHOo nocne [MMyHsSH, BO3re KOTOPbIX OHX Yaca ABa Ha3ad eABa He Hanoponuncb Ha HemueB. K
CYacTbiO, Ha OKOMUWLE AepPEBHU NOBCTPeYanca asabpka ¢ ApoBamMmu, OH npeaynpeann ob
ONacHOCTU, M OHW NOBEPHYIN B fEC, rae AONro NPonayTanu B 3apocnsx, noka He Bbibpanuch Ha
3Ty gopory.

Bnpouem, cnyyanHasa cTbluka B Necy unuv B nosie He 04eHb cTpalumna Peibaka: y Hux 6bino
opyxue. [NpaBaa, manoBaTo Habpanocb NAaTPOHOB, HO TYT HAYEro He Nogenaellb: Te, 4YTO
ocTanucbk Ha lopenom 6onoTte, OTAaNM UM YTO MOIMN N3 CBOUX TOXe Bonee Yem CKyAHbIX
3anacos. Tenepb, KpOMe NATU WTYK B KapabuHe, y Pbibaka no3ssakmBanu ewle Tpy 060rmbl B
KapmaHax nonywuy6ka, CTonbKo xe 6bino 1y CoTHukoBa. Xanb, He NpMXBaTUnM rpaHaT, Ho,
MOXET, rpaHaThbl eLe n He NoHaaobaTca, a Kk yTpy oba oHn 6yayT B narepe. o KpariHeln mepe,
AOIKHbl 6bIThb. MpaBga, Peibak YyBCTBOBAr, YTO NOcne Heygayuu B [MMMHAHAX OHM HEMHOrO
3anasgpliBatoT, Hago ObINo NOTopanMBaTbLCA, HO MOABOAMI HaNapHUK.

Bce Bpems, noka oHu wnu necom, Pbibak crblwan 3a CN1HOM ero rnyxoBaTbli, MPOCTYAHbIN
Kawenb, pasgaBaBLumica nHorga 6nwke, nHorga ganelle. Ho BOT OH COBEPLUEHHO 3aTuX, U
Pbibak, c6aBumB war, orngHynca — n3psiaHo otctas, COTHMKOB eaBa Tawmnica B HOYHOM CyMpake.
MopaBnsas HeTepneHue, Pbibak MUHYTY rnsaen, Kak ToT yctano rpebeTtca no cHery B CBOMX
HEYKIOXNX, CTOMTaHHbIX BypKax, Kak-TO HE3HAKOMO OMyCTUB rOfoBY B rNy6OKO HaABMHYTOW Ha
yLIn KpacHoapMenckon nunoTke. Ewe nsganm B MOPO3HOM HOYHOM TULLMHE MOCbIWANoCh ero
yacTtoe, 3aTpyaHEHHOe ObixaHue, ¢ KoTopbiM COTHMKOB, AaXe OCTaHOBMBLUUCH, BCE €LLe He MOor
CNpaBUTbCA.



— Hy kak? Tepnumo?

— Al — HeonpegeneHHO BbldaBun TOT U NoNpasui Ha nreye BUHTOBKY. — [laneko ewe?
Mpexae yem oTBeTUTL, Pbibak nomenun, ncnbiTytowe BrisabiBasiCb B TOLLYIO, TYro
NnoAnosiCaHHy0 MO KOPOTKOW LWMHENW courypy HanapHuka. OH yxxe 3Har, Y4To TOT He Npu3HaeTcs,
XOTs 1 3aHemor, byaeT 6oapuTbea: mon, obongeTtcs, — 4YTobbl M3bexaTb YyXKOro y4actums, 4To
nn? Yx yero gpyroro, a camontobus n ynpsamcrea y atoro CoTHukoBa xBatuno 6bl Ha Tpoux. OH 1
Ha 3agaHue nonan oT4yacTu n3-3a cBoero camontobus — 60nbHON, a He 3axoTen cka3aTb 06 3TOM
KOoMaHaupy, Korga ToT y KocTpa nogbupan Pbibaky HanapHuka. CHavana Obinuv Bbl3BaHbl ABOE —
Booseu n MyuleHko, HO Baosew, ToNbKo 4TO pa3obpan 1 NPUHANCS YNCTUTb CBOW NyfnemMeT, a
["nyLeHKo cocnancsa Ha MOKpble HOMM: XO4uMM 3a BOAOW U NO KONMEHO NPOBasnnics B TPSCKHY.
Torga komangup Ha3Ban COTHUKOBA, U TOT Monya nogHancs. Koraa oHum yxe 6binm B nyTH 1
CoTHuKOBa Hayan goHMMartb Kalwenb, Pbibak cnpocun, noyemy oH cMonyarn, Toraa kak ABoe
ApYrmx oTkasanucb, Ha YTo COTHMKOB OTBETUN: «[1OTOMY 1 HEe OTKasasncs, YTo apyrme
oTKasanucb». Pbibaky 370 6bIN0 HE COBCEM MOHSATHO, HO MOroAs OH Nogymari, 4To B obwem
6ecnokonTbCA He O YeM: YENOBEK Ha Horax, ClouT N obpalyatb BHUMAHNE Ha KAKOW-TO Tam
Kalwernb, OT NPOCTyAbl HA BOMHE He ymupatoT. [lonaeT Ao xunbsi, o6orpeeTcs, NoecT ropsyen
KapTOLUKW, 1 BCIO XBOPb KaK PYKOM CHUMET.

— Huyero, Tenepb yxxe 6nmsko, — obogpstoLle ckasan Peibak n noBepHyncs, YTobbl NPOSOMKUTD
nyTb.

Ho He ycnen coenatb u wara, kak COTHMKOB €3aam ONsiTb MOMNEPXHYJICA U 3allencs B 4ONArOM
HyTpsiHOM Kawne. CTapasich caep)KaTbCH, COTHYNCSA, 3aXan pykaBoM pPOT, HO Kallernb OTTOro
TONMbKO YCUIUIICA.

— A 1bl cHera! CHera Bo3bMU, OH nepebuBaeT! — nogckasan Poibak.

Bopsck ¢ npucTynom pasgupatoilero rpyab kawwns, COTHUKOB 3a4epnHyn NpUropLuHen cHera,
rnococar, 1 Kawenb B CaMOM feflie NOHEMHOrY YHSACS.

— YepT! MNpuBsikeTca, X0Tb pa3opBUCH!

Pbibak BnepBble 03a604EeHHO HAaXMypPUICs, HO NPOMOIYan, U OHW NOLWWNKN AanbLue.

3 oBpara Ha gopory Bblbexana poBHas Lenoyka cnega, NnpurinsiaeBLINCb K KoTopomy Peibak
MOHSAMN, YTO HEQABHO 34E€Chb NPOXOANN BOJSIK (TOXE, HABEPHO, TAHET K YENOBEYECKOMY XKUIbI0 — HEe
CnagKko Ha Takom Mopo3e B fnecy). Oba OHU B35 HECKOMBKO B CTOPOHY U AasblUe YXe He
CXOQuUnu ¢ 3TOro crefa, KoTopbivi B NPUTYMaHEHHOW CEPOCTM HOUMN HEe TONbKO 0603Ha4an aopory,
HO M yKasblBas, rge MeHblUe CHera: BOSK 3To onpegenan 6esownboyHo. Bnipoyem, nx nytb
noaxXo4un K KOHLY, BOT-BOT A0SKEH Obln NokasaTbCA XyTOp, U 9TO HacTpamBano Poibaka Ha
HOBbIN, Bonee pagocTHbIV nag.

— JMobka Tam, BOT OroHb AeBka! — HErpoMKo ckasan OH, He obopadnBasiCh.

— Y107 — He paccnbiwan COTHUKOB.

— [eBka, roBopto, Ha XyTope. YBnauwlb, BCIO XBOPb 3abyaeLub.

— Y 1e64 eLle AeBKkN Ha yme?

C 3ameTHbIM ycunmem Bornodachb c3agun, COTHUKOB YPOHWUIT rONoBY M eLe 6onblue ceyTynuncs.
Mo-Bnanmomy, BCe ero BHMMaHue Tenepb Obino cocpefoTOYEHO MNLLb Ha TOM, YTOObI HEe cOUTbCA
C wara, He NoTePSATb NOCUSBbHBIN eMy TEMN.



— A yT0 X! MoecTb Bbl TONLKO...

Ho n ynomnHaHune o efe HuKkak He nogencteoBarno Ha COTHMKOBA, KOTOPLIW ONATbL Havan
oTcTaBaTb, U Pbibak, 3amennue war, orngHysncs.

— 3HaeLlwb, BYepa B3gpeMHyn Ha 6onoTte — xneb npucHuncsa. Tennas GyxaHka 3a Nasyxow.
[MpocHyncs, a 3aTo OT KocTpa npurpeno. Takaa gocaga...

— He auBo, npucHutca, — rnyxo cornacuncsa CoTHMKOB. — Hegento Ha napeHon pxu...

— [a yX n napeHka KoH4mnacbk. Buepa ['poHckunin octaTkm po3gan, — ckasan Pbibak n 3amonyan,
cTapadAcb He 3aBOAUTb pa3roBopa O TOM, YTO B 3TOT pa3 AeNCTBUTENbHO 3aHMMaro ero.

K TOMy >Xe cTaHOBMNOCH HEe 0 pa3roBOPOB: KOHYancs nec, gopora soixoauna B none. Janee no
OHY CTOPOHY NyTU TAHYNCA MENKUIA KyCTapHUK, 3apOCnu NIO3HsAKa no 6onoTy, Aopora OT KOTOPOro
KpyTO CBOpayMBana Ha npuropok. Pbibak xagan, 4To n3-3a onbluaHuka BOT-BOT NOKaXeTcs
AblpsiBas Kpblla NyHbKW, a TaMm, 3a N3ropoabto byaeT n oM € capasgMmun 1 3agpaHHbIM XXypasnem
Hag konoauem. Ecnv Xypasrb TOPUYUT KOHLOM BBEPX — 3HAYUT, BCE B NOPAAKE, MOXHO 3aX0AuUTb;
€CInK e 3auenneH KPoKOM B KonogesHom cpybe, To noBopaynsar obpaTtHO — B AOME HyXMe.
Tak, no KpanHen mepe, Koraa-To ycnoBunmce ¢ gagskor PomaHom. MNMpaega, To 66110 gaBHO, ©
OCEHW OHU cloa He 3arnsabiBann — KPY>XuUnm B Apyrux Mectax, no Ty CTOPOHY Llocce, noka
ronioa v xaHgapmMbl ONATb He 3arHanu Ux Tyaa, oTKy[da Mecsl Hasag, BbirHasnu.

Ckopbim Wwarom Peibak gowen o nsrnba goporn n CBEpHyn Ha NpUropok. Bonuuii cneq Ha cHery
TaKke NoBopaynBan B CTOPOHY xyTopa. OueBnaHo YyBCTBYSA 6NM30CTb XKNNbsi, BOSIK OCTOPOXHO U
HEeLIMpPOKO cTynan 0604YMHON, TECHO NPMXNMANACh K KyCTapHUKY. Bnpoyem, Pribak yxe nepectan
cneanTb 3a OOPOron — BCe ero BHMMaHue tenepb 6bino ycTpemMneHo Bnepea, Tyaa, rae koHvancs
KyCTapHUK.

HakoHel, oH Toponnmeo B306parncs no CKNOoHy Ha BEPX NpUropka u TyT e nogymann, 4to, no-
BMOANMOMY, OLLMOCHA — HABEPHO, XyTOPCKMUE NOCTPONKM Bblnn HECKONbKO Aanblue. Tak Hepeako
CrnyyaeTcs Ha Maro3HakoMoOW JOpore, YTO HEKOTOPbIE y4acTKu ee ucyesatoT U3 namsaTu, 1 Torga
BECb NMyTb CAAETCHA KOpoYye, YeM Ha camoM aene. Poibak elle yckopun CBOMW Lar, HO OnATb Havan
oTctaBaTb CoTHMKOB. Bnpoyem, Ha CoTHUKoBa Pribak yxe nepecrtan obpawaTbe BHUMaHne —
HEeOXnaaHHo M Kak 6yato 6e3 BCSKON NpuyMHbl UM 3aBnagena Tpesora.

MyHbKKM BCe elle He Obino B HOYHOM CEPOCTHU, Kak He BbINo Bnepeam n Apyrnx NocTpoek, 3aTto
HECKOJbKO NOPbIBOB BETPA OTTyAa AOHECNWN OO NYTHUKOB rOpbKOBaTO-eAKMIA cmpag rapu. Poibak
CHa4dana nogymari, 4To 3T0 eMy nokasanocb, YTO HeceT OTKyaa-To 13 rneca. OH npowien ewle
COTHIO LIaroB, CUNACb YBUAETb CKBO3b 3apOCiN NPUBBLIYHO OCHEXEHHbIE Kpbiwn ycaabbbl. OgHako
ero oxugaHme He cbblnocb — XyTopa He Obino. 3aTo ele NOTSHYIO rapblo — He CBEXEN, C
OFHEM U1 AbIMOM, @ NMPOTUBHLIM CMPaAOM aBHO, OCTbIBLUMX yrrien n nenna. MNoHaBs, 4To He
owmnbaetcsa, Poibak Bnonronoca sbipyrancs n no4tn 6erom npunyctun cepeanHon 4oporu, noka
He HaTKHYNCS Ha U3ropodp.

N3ropoab Gbina Ha MecTe — HECKONbKO Aap NepeBsi3aHHbIX JTO30M KOMNbEB C XXePAsSMU KPUBO
TOpYanu B cHery. TyT, 3a NONOCKOM KapTohnaHMLLA, U CTOsINa Korga-1o Ta camas nyHbka, Ha
MEeCTe KOTOPOW cenvac Bo3Bbilancsa 6enbii CHeEroBon xonmuk. Mecramm tam Bbinuparno,
Oyrpmnocb 4YTo-TO TEMHOE — HEeLOropeBLUME FOMOBELLKM, YTO NA? HeEMHOro B otaaneHuu, y
MOMo4oM A6NOHEBOWN Nocagku, rae 6NN NOCTPONKK, TOXE rPOMO3ANINCE 3aHECEHHBIE CHErOM
Oyrpbl C noNypaspyLIEHHOMW, HENEeNo OrofieHHON NeYbko NnocepeanHe. Ha mecTax xxe capaeB — He



MOHSATb ObINI0 — HaBEPHO, HE OCTarnoCh U rofIOBELLEK.

MuHyTy Pbibak cTOAN BO3e M3ropoam BCe C TEM Xe HEYMOSKaBLUMM pyraTenbCTBOM B AyLUe, He
cpasy coobpasuB, YTO 34ecb cnyvnnocs. Nepen ero rmasamm BO3HUKNA KapTMHa HE4aBHEroO
4YeNOBEYECKOr0 XMUIbsA C HEMYAPEHbBIM KPECTbAHCKMM YIOTOM: XaToOW, CEHAMMW, 6ONbLLON
3aKOMYEHHON NeYbio, BO3Me KOTOpon xnonoTana 6abka MenaHbs — nekna gpaHuku. MNMnotHo
3aKyCuB C AOpOrn, oHM cugenu Torga 6e3 canor Ha nexaHke U CMeLLNIN XOXOTYHbHO J1io6Ky,
yroLiaBLuyto UX NecHeiMn opexamu. Tenepb nepea HUM 6bIno noxapuye.

— Csornouu!

MpeogoneB MMHYTHOE oueneHeHune, Pbibak nepeluarHyn xxepab U NogoLwen K neYn, yKpbiTon
Lankon ceexero cHera. CoBepLUEeHHO HenenbiM BbIrNA4en Ha HeM 3TOT CHer, NAOTHBIM N1acToM
NeXaBLUMIA Ha 3arHeTke 1 Jaxke 3anevaTtaBluni yCTbe neyn. Tpybbl HaBepXy yxe He Obino,
HaBepHO, o6Banunacb BO BpeMsi NoXxapa U ceryac BMECTE C rofloBELLKaMN HEPOBHOM Kyyewn
Oyrpvnacb Noa CHEroMm.

C3aan tem BpemeHeM nputawmnca COTHUKOB, KOTOPbIA MOfYa NOCTOSANT HEMHOMO Y U3ropoaun U Mo
4YMCTOMY CHEry NoABoOpbsi OToLeN K konogesHomy cpy0by. Konogeu, kaxeTtcs, 6bin TyT
€0MHCTBEHHbIM, YTO HE NOCTpagano B HegaBHeM pasrpome. Llen okasanca u xypasnb. Beicoko
3aipaHHbIN €ro KPIoK TUXO packadmBancsa Ha xonogHom BeTpy. Pbibak B cepauax nHyn canorom
nyctoe AblpsiBoe BeApo, oboLen pasnomaHHblv, 6e3 konec, AWmnk nony3ameTeHHOW CHErOM
Tenern. bonbLwe TyT HeyeM ObINo NOXUBUTBCSH — TO, YTO HE COXparn OroHb, HABEPHO, AABHO
pacTtawwmnu niogun. Ycagbba cropena, u HAKOro Ha Hew yxxe He 6bino. [laxe He coXxpaHunoch
4YenoBeYeCKMX Cneaos, NLLbL BOMNYbU NETAANN 32 U3rOPOAbI — HABEPHO, BOSIK TOXE MMEN Kakue-
TO CBOM BMAbI HA 3TOT 3/10CHACTHbIV XyTOP.

— lMNopgpy6anu HasbiBaeTca!l — Bpocun Peibak, yHbINO BO3BpaLLasiCb K KONOALY.

— Bblgan k10-10, — cunno oto3ancs COTHUKOB.

Bokom npucnoHmBLNCL — K Cpyby, OH 3aMETHO NOEXMBancAa OT CTYXW, U, Koraa nepecrasan
KawwnaTb, CNbILWHO ObINO, Kak B €ro rpyay TUXOHBbKO NOXPUMbIBaNo, CIOBHO B HEMCMNPaBHOWN
rapmoHu. Pbibak, 3anycTnB B KapmaH pyky, cobpan Tam mexay naTpoHOB ropCTb NapeHOn pXxum —
OCTaTOK €ro cerogHsiILUHe HOPMbI.

— Xovewb?

Be3 ocobon rotoBHOCTM COTHUKOB NPOTSAHYN PYKY, B KOTOPYo Pbibak oTcbinan n3 cBoen ropcTu.
O6a npuHANUCbL MonYya xeBaTb MSrkMe XOnoAHble 3epHa.

Moxanyn, M Ha4YMHano Bcepbe3 He Be3Tu, U Pbibak nogymarn, 4To 9TO HeBE3eHMeE nepecTaeT
ObITb CNYYaNHOCTbIO: KAXETCS, HEMLbI 3aKMManu oTpsa4 Kak cnegyet. W He Tak BaXKHO ObIno, 4To
BABOEM OHM OCTanuCb ronogHbIMn, — 6onbLue TPEBOXMIA MbICIb O TEX, KOTOPbIE MEpP3Nun Tenepb
Ha 6onoTte. 3a Hegento 60eB 1 6eroTHM NO necam NAM U3MOTaNUCb, OTOLLANN Ha OOHOWN
KapTowlke, 6e3 xneba, K TOMy xe 4yeTBepo ObINO paHEeHO, ABOMX HECNM € cobon Ha Hocunkax. A
TYT nonuuamn u xxaHgapmepus 0bnoXxmnu tak, 4To, noxanymn, HuUrge He BblCyHyTbcs. Noka
npobupanunceb necom, Peibak gyman, 4to, MOXeT, 3Ta CTopoHa 6onoTa eLle He 3akpbiTa U yaacTcs
NPONTKN B AEPEBHIO, HA XyAoNn KoHew TyT Bbin XyTop. HO BOT Hagexaa Ha XyTop pyxHyna, a
Aanblue, B TpeX KUnomeTpax, 6bin0 MecTeyko, B HeM NONULENCKUI rapHU30H, a BOKPYT Nons u
Gesnecbe — TyAa NyTb UM 3akasaH.



[oxeBblBas poxb, Pbibak 03abo4eHHO noBepHyncsa kK COTHUKOBY.

— Hy b1 Kak? Ecnn nnox, Tonan Ha3ag. A s, MOXeT, Ky[la B AEPEBHIO NMOACKOYY.

— Opgnn?

— OpauH, a yto? He BO3BpaLaTbCs Xe C NyCTbIMU pyKaMMu.

CoTHuKOB 356K0 NoAaparuean oT xonoga: Ha BeTpy Hayan noTo npobupaTte Mopo3. YTobbl Kak-To
COXpaHUTb OCTaTKM Tenna, oH Bce rnybxe 3acoBbiBan 03s6LMe pyKu B LUMPOKNE pyKaBa LUMHENMW.
— Y70 Thi WanNkKu kakor He aocTtan? Pa3Be aTa corpeeT? — c ynpekom ckasan Poibak.

— LLlanku xe B necy He pacTyT.

— 3aT0 B iepeBHe y KaXaoro MyXuka Liarnka.

CoOTHMKOB OTBETUN He cpaay.

— YT0 Xe, C MyXuKa cCHUMATb?

— He o06sa3aTtenbHO cHMMaThb. MOXHO 1 eLle Kak.

— JlagHo, paBan notonanu, — obopean pa3roBop COTHMKOB.

OHu nepenesnu Yyepes U3ropob 1 cpasdy okasanucb B none. COTHUKOB Bpas CCyTynuIics, rnyoxe
BTSIHYN B BOPOTHUK MarieHbKyto B NMUOTKE FONoBYy, HOPOBSA Ha XO4Y OTBEPHYTbCS OT BeTpa. Pbibak
OTKyAa-TO 13-3a Nasdyxu BblTalmn 3amMyconeHHoe, 6yaTo nopTaHKa, BadenbHOe NonoTeHue u,
CTPAXHYB €ro, NOBEPHYICH K HAMapHUKY.

— Ha, obmoTan weto. Bece Tennen 6yger.

— [Ha nagHo...

— Ha, Ha! A 1o, rnsgn, coBcem OKOYYpPULLILCS.

COTHMKOB HEXOTH OCTAHOBUIICH, 3aXarn MeXay KoreHen BUHTOBKY U CKPHOYEHHbLIMU, HETHYLLIMMACS
nanbLamMy Koe-Kak 3akyTan nofioTeHLEM LLEIO.

— Hy Bo! — ygoBneTBopeHHO cka3an Poibak. — A Tenepb aaBaii peaHem B ['y3aku. TyT napa
KMNomeTpoB, He Bonblie. YTo-HMbyap pacctapaemcsi, He MOXET ObiTb. ..
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B none 6bino ewe xonogHee, Yem B niecy, HaBCTpeYy Ayn YNpyruin, He CUNbHbIN, HO OBXuratoLle-
MOPO3HbIV BETEP, OT HEro Ao 6onun 3axogmnucb okodeHeBLne 6e3 nepyaTok pyku: kak COTHMKOB
HW NpsiTan Ux TO B KApMaHbl, TO B pyKaBa, TO 3a nadyxy — BCE paBHO Mep3nu. TyT Hegonro 6b110
06MOpPO31Tb NMNLO N 0COBEHHO yLIn, kKoTopble COTHMKOB, MopLLack OT 6onu, To 1 4eno Tep
CYKOHHbIM pYKaBOM LUMHENW. 3a HOMM OH He onacarcs: Horm B xoabbe rpenuce. NpaBaa, Ha
npaBoK OTHANNCb, NOTEPSB YYBCTBUTENbHOCTb, ABa MOMOPOXEHHbIX NanbLa, HO OHW OTHUManucb
BCerga Ha Mopo3se u 06bIYHO HaunHanm 6oneTb B Tenne. Ho Ha xonoae My4nMTenbHO HbINO BCe
ero 60nbHOE NPOCTY>KEHHOE TENOo, KOTOPOoe CceroaHsi Boo6aBOK KO BCEMY Hayarno ewe u
nmxopaguTb.

Mm eLe noBe3no — cHer B nose Obin 4OCTaTOYHO TBEPA MW HE CIINLLIKOM riy6BoK, OHM NoYTH
BCIOAY AepXanucb nosepxy, Nyb MecTaMmu NpoBanmnBasiCb TO OQHOW, TO APYron HOrown,
nponambiBas 3aTBEpPAEBLUNIA OT MOPO3a HacT. Tenepb WK BOOMNb FPUBKN BypbsiHA MO CKMOHY
BHM3. B none 6b1n10 HEMHOrO cBEeTNee, YeM B fieCy, Cepbiii NPU3paYvHbIN Cympak BOKPYr
pasaBUHYICS LWIMPpe, BHU3Y Ha CHEry MenbTeLnnm OT BeTpa cyxme ctebnu 6ypbsaHa. Cnycta
YeTBEpPTb Yaca Brnepeamn 3aTeMHENCS KAaKOW-TO KyCTapHUK — CryTaHHbIE 3apOCny NO3HAKa Unm
OnblUaHMKa Hag PEeYKOMr, U OHN He cneLua NoLn K 3TUM 3apOoCrisiM.

CoTHuMKOB YyBCTBOBasN cebsi BCe XyXKe: Kpy>Kunacb ronioBa, BpeMeHaMmm B CO3HaHMM YTO-TO Kak
OyaTo NpoBanuBanoch, Nc4Yesarno 13 NnamsTu, U Torga Ha KOpoTKoe BpeMS OH Aaxe 3abbiBan, rae
Haxo4uTCs M KTO C HUM. HaBepHO, B camom ferne Hago Oblno BOPOTUTLCS UM BOBCE HE TPOraTbCs
13 nneca B TakOM COCTOSIHUW, HO OH MPOCTO He JOMnyCKan MbICNK, YTO MOXET BCepbe3 3aboneTb.
He xBaTano euwle 6onetb Ha BonHe. HMKTO 13 HUX He 6onen Tak, 4Tobbl ocBo6OXaAann oT
3afaHuii, ga ewe Taknx NycTaKoBbIX, Kak 3To. Kawnanu, npocTyKmBannucb MHOrMe, Ho NpocTyaa
He cunTanacoh B necy 6onesHbto. M korga Tam, y koctpa Ha 6onoTte, KoMaHaMp Bbi3Basn ero no
damunmm, CoTHMKOB He nogyman o 6ones3Hun. A y3HaB, YTO NPeACTOUT CXOAUTb B CENO 3a
npoaykTamu, gaxe obpagosarncs, NOTOMY YTO BCe 3TU AHM Obin ronoAeH, K ToMy Xe npuerekana
BO3MOXHOCTb Kakon-HMOyab Yac NorpeTbCcs B AOMALLUHEM TEMne.

W BoT norpencs.

B necy Bce-Taku 6bino nerye, a TyT, Ha BETPY, OH NOYYBCTBOBAN cebs COBCEM MMOX0 U Aaxe
ncnyrancs, YTo MOXeT ynacTb: Tak Kpy>Kunacb rosiosa, u ot cnaboctu BenNo U3 CTOPOHbI B
CTOPOHY.

— Hy, kaK TbI1?

OcrtaHoBuBLIKC, Pbibak 06epHyncs, nogoxaan, n OT 3TOro ero NpoCTOro BONpoca, Ha KOTOpblii
He o6a3aTenbHO 6bINo oTBeYaTh, y COoTHMKOBa noTenneno B aywe. bonble Bcero oH 6oancsa ns
HanapHuKa NnpeBpaTUTbCA B 00y3y, XOTA U 3HaN, YTO, ECNN CNYyYMTCS Hauxygwee, Bbixoq Ans cebs
HangeT cam, HUKOro He obpemeHsaa. [axe n Poibaka, Ha KoToporo kak 6yaTo MoXHO 6bino
nonoxutecs. Nocne HegaBHero nepexofa LWocce, Korga MM ABOMM BbiNasno NpUKPbITb OTX0A4
OCTaTKOB pa3buToro otTpsaa, OHU Kak-To conmannuce mexay cobon n Bce nocneaHne aHm
Aepxanucb BMecTe. HaBepHo, NOTOMy BMECTE nonanu n Ha 3To 3agaHue.

— Bot nowuHy npoTtonaem, a Tam 3a 6yrpom un aepeBHsi. Heganeko yxe, — nogbagpusan Poibak,
3ameanas war, 4tobbl AT PSAOM.



COTHMKOB AOrHan ero, 1 OHM BMeCTe NoLwnun no cknoHy. CHer TyT ctan rnybxe, 4em 6bin Ha
NPUropke, HOrM Yatle nponamMbiBanu TOHKOBATbIA HACT; Mecsl, Tenepb Grnecten 3a Ux CNnHamu.
BeTep cunbHbIMKU nopbiBamMu pasgonibHO rynsn B CHEXHOM MNofie, KOPoTKUe Nosibl Wunenu
xnectanu no o3s6wum koneHam CotHukoBa. Pbibak Bopyr ob6epHyncs K ToBapuLy:

— Bce cnpocutb xo4y: B apMmun Tbl Kem 6bin? HaBepHo, He psaoBbIiM, a?

— KombaTtom.

— B nexote?

— B apTtunnepun.

— Hy Torga sicHoe geno: mano xoaun. A 1 BOT B NexoTe BCI JOpOory Tonato.

— W paneko npoTtonan? — cnpocun COTHUKOB, BCMOMUHAsA CBOM MyTb Ha BOCTOK.

Ho PbiGak aTo NoHAN nHave.

— [a BoT KkaK Buanwb. OT cTapLwuHbl 4O psSAoBOro gowern. A Tbl KaapoBbIA?

— He coecem. [1o TpmauaTb 4EBATOrO B LWKOMe paboTan.

— Y710, MHCTUTYT OKOHYMUN?

— Yuutenbcknin. [1ByXroanyHbIn.

— A g, 3Haelb, NATb Knaccos Bcero... U To...

Pbibak He goroBopun — BApyr NnpoBanunca o6enmm Horamum, HErPOMKO BbIpyrancs u B3sn
HECKOSbKO B CTOPOHY. TyT yXXe HaunmHarncsa KyCTapHUK, 3apOCnu no3bl, KaMbllla, CHer ctan pbixnee
N NOYTK HE OepXKan HaBepxy; No4 HoraMu, KaxeTcsl, Obino 60noTo. COTHMKOB B HEPELUNTENBHOCTH
ocTaHoBwWICS, Bblbnpas, Kyaa CTynuTb.

— 3a MHoWn, 3a MHOoW aepxu. Mo cnegam, Tak nerdye, — n3ganu ckasan Peibak, Hanpaenasch B
KyCTapHUK.

OHu gonro npobupannch No LWMPOKOK NOMMEHHON NOLLUHE, NOKa BbINE3Nn U3 3apocnen Mep3noro
TPOCTHUKA, OTHAAHHO LUEeNecTeBLIEero BOKpYr, NepeLusn 3acbiNaHHy CHErOM peyyLLUKy U CHOBa
noLnum nyrom, pasrpebas Horamu pbIxnbli, rnyo6okuin cHer. COTHUKOB COBEPLLEHHO U3HEMOT,
TSHKENO Abllan n eaBa aoxaancs, Korga KoH4MTes ata 6onoTncras HA3MHa M HAYHETCA None.
HakoHeL KycTapHUK ocTarncs no3agu, nepes HUMM nonoro nogHUMarncs CKrnoH, cHera 3gecb crano
MeHbLue. Ho natn BBepx okasanocb He nerde. CoTHMKOBa Bce Gonblue ogoneBana ycranocTb,
NOsIBUITOCh Kakoe-TO CTpaHHoe 6e3pasnunume Ko Bcemy Ha cBeTe. B ywax taryye, co 3BOHOM
ryaeno — oT BeTpa WUin, MOXeT, OT yCTanoCTh, U OH OFPOMHbLIM YCUITMEM BONU NPUHYXaan cebs
ABuratbcs, 4Tobbl HE ynacTb.

Ha cepeanHe OnvHHOIO CKIoHa CTarno M BOBCE MSI0XO0: NOAKaLLMBaNMCb HOMU. XOpPOLLO eLle, 4YTo
cHery TyT 6bI10 Mano, a Mectamm ero n BOBCE NOCAyBario BETPOM, U Toraa nog 6ypkamm
npocTynanu nbifibHblE MMNHUCTbIE NNeLWwnHbl. Pbibak BblpBancs ganeko Bnepes — HaBepHo,
cTapancs A0CTUYb BEPLUMHbI XONMa, YTOObl OrnageTbCs, — KaXKETCs, Y)Ke CKOpO AoMmKHa bbina
nosABUTLCA AepeBHS. Ho ewe He gonasa 0O BePLUMHBI, OH ocTaHoBuUNcs. COTHMKOBY MOKa3anoch
n3ganu, 4To OH TaM YTO-TO yBMAEN, NO OTCtoaa emy nnoxo 6610 BUAHO, YTO MMeHHO. CHeroeowm
XOfIM NOSI0ro NoAHMMAnCs K 3Be34HOMY HEDY 1 rae-To pacTBOPAsCA Tam, ucyesas B TYCKIIOM
MapeBe Houu. [1o3aam e LIMPOKO U NPOCTOPHO packMHynack cepas, NpUTyMaHeHHas paBHUHA C
NpepbIBUCTON NONOCOM KyCcTapHuKa, criabbiMyM 04epTaHNSAMN Kakux-TO NSATEH, pacnbiBY4aTbIX
TEeHew, a elle ganblle, NoYTU He NpocMaTpUBasChb OTCOAa, 3aTaurncs B TEMEHU NOKUHYTbIN UMY
nec. OH 6bIn ganeko, TOT Nec, a BOKPYr CTbIfI0 HA MOPO3€ HOYHOE MOSie — €CIK YTO CIy4YmnTCS,



NOMOLLM XOaTb HEOTKyAa.
Pbibak Bce eLle cTosan, OTBEPHYBLUUCH OT BETPA, Korga COTHMKOB KOe-Kak NpuBOMokca K Hemy. OH
yXXe He NpuaepXmBarnca ero cnega — crynan Kyaa nonano, nuwe 6bl He ynacTb. U, nogonas,
HeOoXnaaHHo yBuaen: nog Horamm Gbina gopora.

OHn HM4Yero He ckasanu gpyr opyry, BCnyLwarnucb, Brnagenicb N MeaneHHo nownn BBepX — OANH
no NpaBoW, a Apyron nNo nesou konesam goporu. [lopora, HaBepHO, Bena B JePEBHI0 — 3HAYUT,
MOXET, eLle yaacTca JOUTU Tyaa, He CBanuTbCsa B NyTU. BOKpyr npocTupancs Bce TOT e
NpU3payHbIi HOYHOW NPOCTOP

— cepoe norie, CHer, CyMpak Co MHOXXeCTBOM HeyrnOBUMbIX TEHEBbIX Nepexonos, nateH. N Hurae
He 6bIf0 BMAHO HM OFOHbKA, HU ABWKEHUA — CMOSKNa, 3aTtuxna, npuramnacb 3eMns.

— Crou!

COTHMKOB LUArHyn n 3aamep, KOPOTKO CKPUMHYI 1 3aTux nog ero 6ypkamm cHer. Psgom
HenoABWXHO 3acTbin Peibak. OTKyga-To € TOW CTOPOHBI, KyAa yxoauna aopora, HEBHATHO JOHECCS
ronoc, 06pbIBOK KAKOro-TO OKpMKa BbIpBaricsl B MOPO3HYO HOYb M nponasn. OHW TPEBOXHO
BrNS4eNncb B HOUMb — Hefaneko Bnepeau, B NoxOnHke, noxoxe, Obina AepeBHS: HEPOBHAA
nosiloca 4ero-To rpOMO3KOro MArko cepena B cympake. Ho Hu4yero onpeaeneHHoro Tam Herb3as
6b1no pasobpaTb.

3amepeB Ha gopore, oba BcmaTpmBanucb, He Byayyn B COCTOSAHUN MNOHATb, AENCTBUTENBHO NN
370 BbIN KPUK NN, MOXET, UM Nokasanock. Bokpyr ¢ npucsnctom wyplian B 6ypbsiHe BeTep u
nexana Hemasa Mopo3Hasi Houb. V1 BOpYr CHOBa, ropasfo yXXe ABCTBEHHEN, YeM npexage, AOHeccs
YyerioBeYeCcKUn KpUK — KoMaHaa unu, MOXeT, pyraTernbCcTBO, a 3aTeM, pa3oM YHUYTOXasi BCe UX
COMHeHUs1, Boanu 6abaxHyn n 9Xom NpoKaTuica no nost BbICTpen.

Pbibak, 4To-TO NOHSAB, ¢ obneryeHnem BblgoxHY, a COTHMKOB, HABEPHO, OTTOrO, YTO AOMTO
caepxuBan ablxaHue, BAPYr 3aKalusisancs.

MuHYTY ero HeOTBSI3HO BN Kallenb, Kak OH HU CTaparcs YHSTb ero, BCe NpUCNyLUMBasiCb, He
AOHECYTCs N HOBble 3BYKW. [1paBaa, n 6e3 Toro yxe 6bI510 MOHATHO, Yel 3TO BbICTPES: KTO Xe
elle, KpoMe HeMLEB UM NX NMPUCIYXXHUKOB, MOT B TaKyto MOPYy CTPenATb B AepeBHe? 3HauuT, U B
TOM HanpasneHun NyTb UM 3aKpPbIT, HAAO NOBOpavMBaTb 06paTHO.

BeicTpenos, ogHako, 6onbLue He 6bino, pas3a ABa BETEp JOHEC YTO-TO NOXOXee Ha ronoc —
pasroBOp MM OKPUK, He pa3obpaTb. Beikaas, Poibak ckBO3b 3yObl 3110 CMSOHYI Ha CHET.

— LWypytoT, ceonouun! [ins senukon I'epmaHum.

OHu ewe NnocToANn HeQONIo, NPUCITYLLMBAACH K BETPEHOW TULIKN, 06€CNOKOEHHbIE BOMPOCOM: YTO
Aenatb Aanblue, Kyaa nogatbca? byaro ewe Ha 4To-To Hagesch, Peibak npogoskan
BrNA4blBaTbCA B TY CTOPOHY, rae BO Mpake ucyesana gopora; COTHUKOB e, OTBEPHYBLUUCH OT
BeTpa, Ha4YnHan Menko, NPOCTyQHO ApoXaTb.

— 3HauuT, Tyaa Heyero u coBaTbcd, — pewmnn Poibak, 03agavyeHHO NepeMmnHasiCb Ha CKpUnyyem
cHery. — MoxeT, gasan noxouHkon npongem? TyT rge-1o, MOMHUTCA, elle AOoMmKHa ObiTb
AepesyLuKka.

— [aBan, — ogHocnoxHo cornacuncs CoTHUKOB 1 396K0 nepeaepHyn nneyvyamu.

Emy 6bino Bce paBHO Kyaa natu, nuub Obl HE CTOATH HA 3TOM NPOHM3bIBaOLLEM BeTpy. YyBCTBa
ero ApeMOTHO Tynenu, No-npexHeMy Kpyxwunacbk ronoea. Bce ero ycunusa tenepb yxogmnm ToNbKO
Ha TO, YTOObI HE CNOTKHYTLCS, HE ynacTb, NGO Torga OH, HABEPHOE, YXKe He NoAHANCS Obl.



OHM cBEPHYNM C JOPOrN U NO CHEXHOWN LenNuHe Hanpasunuch Tyaa, rae WMPOKUM NATHOM TEMHEN
KaKon-TO KycTapHWK. CHer Ha CKNoHe cHadvana 6bln Menkuim, no LWUKONOTKY, HO MOCTEMNEHHO
cTaHoBuca Bce rnybxe, ocobeHHO B HM3MHKe. K cyacTbio, HM3MHKa OKa3anacb HELUMPOKOW, OHU
CKOPO NEPELLNM ee 1 NOBEPHYNN BAOSb 3apocnern Menkoneckbs, 6rnmsko, ogHako, He nogxoas K
HUM. COTHMKOB MNSIOXO OPUEHTUPOBANICA Ha 3TOM MECTHOCTM M BO BCeEM nonarancs Ha Poibaka,
KOTOpbIN 06na3un 3geLuHne MecTa eLle OCeHblo, MO YePHOW Tporne, Korga ux HebonbLon oTpsas
TONbKO ewe cobupan cunbl Ha Topenom 6onoTe. Hayas ¢ HeGonbLIOW AnBEpPCUM Ha Aopore, 3ToT
oTpsA4 3aTem nepeLlen K genam noBaxHee — B30pBar MOCT Ha McnsiHke, cxer NbHO3aBo B
MeCTeuKe, HO nocrne ybuincTea Kakoro-To KpynHOro HEMELIKOro YNHOBHMKA OKKYMaHTbI
BCMONOLWMIMCh. B kOHUE HOS6ps Tpu poThbI XaHaapmoB, ouenus [lopenoe 60n0To, Havanu
obnasy, M3 KOTOPOW OHM €[iBa BblpBanNuch Torga B coceaHuni bopkoBckuin nec.

CoTHuMKOB, 0AHaKO, B TO BpeMs Obin ganeko oTcioga 1 easa nv noMbiWwnan o naptmusaHax. OH
Aenan TpeTblo NOMbITKY NPOBUTLCA Yepes NMHUID PPOHTA 1 HE AOMyCcKan MbICIK, YTO MOXET
okasaTbCsi BHe apmun. [1BeHaguatb CyTok npobupanack n3-nog CnoHMma Ha BOCTOK HebonbLuas
rpynna apTunnepucToB — Tex, KTO yuenen u3 Bcero Korga-to MOLLHOro KOprnycHOro
apTunnepunckoro nonka. Ho Ha bepesnHe Bo Bpems nepenpasbl NOYTN BCA OHa Obina
paccTpensHa U3 3acafbl, a KTo yuenern unm He nowuen Ko AHy, O4yTUICH B NreHy y Hemues. B
yucne aTUX nocnegHux, Ha cyactee unu 6eay, okasanca n COTHUKOB.

a, 310 6bINN OTNNYHBLIE pebaTa, ero apTUNNEPUCTbI, pas3BegynKi, OTHEBUKN N CBA3UCTDI.
Kpyrnbii rog OH nonyyan ¢ HAMW TONbKO NSATEPKU 1 BnarogapHOCTM OT HavanbCTBa 3a 6oeByto
noaroToBKY, MacTePCTBO M METKYIO CTpenbby Ha NOMKOBbIX, aPMENCKMUX N MOKA3HbIX YYEHUAX.
Hdymanocb, paspa3utca BovHa, u um byayt obecneveHbl bnectawan nobena, opaeHa, rasetHas
cnaBa 1 Bce npoyee, K Yemy OHUM ObInNn BNOMHE NOArOTOBMEHbI U Yero, 6e3yCnoBHO, 3acnyxmBanu.
Mo kpanHen mepe, 6onbLue gpyrux.

Ho Ha BonHe Bce nony4mnock nHade. Cnyunnochb Tak, YTo B pacnopsbkeHum 6atapen octanoch
HECKOSNbKO CYMTAHHbIX CEKYHA, 1 HanbonbLUMIiA pe3ynbTaT Janu Te, KTO CKopee COpUEHTMpOBarncH,
NPOBOPHee ycnen 3apsanTb, KTO NPOCTO OKasasncs noBYee U He pacTepsrnca B MOMEHT, Korga y
Hero camoro 3agpoxanu pyku.

Pbibak yBepeHHO waran Bnepeaun Boonb onyLwku necka. CoOTHMKOB ONSATb NPUOTCTar, ero
CYKOHHble pacTonTaHHble BypkK, HeJaBHO AOCTaBLUMECS eMY OT yOMTOro napTmsaHa U3 MeCTHbIX,
POBHO LLOPXanu No CHEXHOoW 3amMaTu. VX nyTb nexan BHX3, BeTep 3axoaun cboky, mecsay, TyCKno u
poBHO Bnecten ¢ HebocknoHa. Mo-npexxHemy 6bIN0 MOPO3HO M BETPEHO, OT CTyM Y COTHMKOBA
BCE CXarocb, ogepeBeHerio BHyTpu. Kasanock, HMKOrga B XXM3HW OH He UCTbITbIBan Takoro
cobaubero xonoAa; kak B aTy dpeBpanbCKyto HoYb. OT yCcTanocTn n 0agHO06pa3HOro wypLiaHns
BeTpa B BypbsiHe ronioBa ero NosHUIach rynom n nyTaHuuen HEBHATHbLIX bpas, pa3roBopos. B
TYCKITOM CyMATULE MbICIeN NOPOK SBCTBEHHO NMPOrnagbiBano YTo-1o U3 ero NpoLusioro. ..
Haunxygwee n3 Bcero cocrosano ans CoTHMKoBa B TOM, YTO 3TO Obinl €ro nepebili U ero nocrneaHumn
bpoHTOBOM BOK, K KOTOPOMY KOMBAT roTOBUIICA B T€YEHNE BCEN CBOEN CnyXbbl B apmum. K
COXareHuto, 3TOT 310c4acTHbI 60K ewe pa3 3acBngeTenbCTBOBaAN TOT HENPENOXHbINA, HO
HepeaKo UrHOpUPYEMBbIA (PaKT, YTO B YCBOEHUM OrMbiTa NpeablayLen BOMHbl He TOMbKO cuna, Ho,
HaBepHoe, U cnabocTb apMun. HaBepHO, xapaKTep KaXkaoun cneaytowen BoHbl crnaraetca He
CTOSBKO U3 TUMNYECKNX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEN NpeabiayLLein, CKOSNTbKO U3 HedaMe4YeHHbIX Unu



UFHOPUPOBAHHbIX €€ UCKITHYEHNA N HEOXMOAHHOCTEN, YTO U (POPMUPYET Kak ee nobeabl, Tak n ee
nopaxeHus. XXanb, 4To COTHUKOB NOHAN 3TO CAMLIKOM Ans cebsi no3gHo, Koraa ypoku ero
KOPOTKOWN hpOHTOBOW HayKu Bbinn Ans Hero yxxe 6ecnonesHsbl, a BCA ero 6araperiHas MoLb
npeBpaTunack B rpyay NOKOPEXEHHOro MeTanna Ha 6ynbibkHOM wocce nog CrnoHMmom.

Bce aT0 npeacraBnanock Tenepb Kak CTPaLLHbIA, KOLUMapHbIA COH, U, XOTS 1 MOTOM Ha ero Aosnto
BbINano HemMarno YyAOBULLHbIX UCMbITAHWUIA, TOT NEPBLIN BOM HUKOra4a He U3rNaguTca B ero NamaTu.
...HeTBepTbIlii A€Hb rPOX0YYLLAa KOMOHHA Nosika Tawmnachk rno fieCHbIM U NPOCENOYHbIM JOPOram
Ha 3anag, NOTOM CBEpHYyfa Ha tor, HO He npoexarna u ecaTka KUNOMEeTPOB, Kak ee NOBEepPHYNM Ha
ceBep. TpakTopa CBOMM HEYMOSIYHbIM PEBOM OrfyLLAnM OKPECTHOCTb, OT Neperpesa kunena soaa
B pagmartopax, NoT 1 Nbifb pasbeganu nuua 6oryos. C paHHero ytpa A0 TEMHOTbI Ha4 HUMKU
BMCENa HemMeLlKasa aBnauus, «IOHKEPChI» HENPEPbLIBHO OCbINanu KONoHHy 6ombamun. Bce Ha
popore 6bI10 3aBaneHo Neckom 1 3emnenr, CMpagHo ropenn Tarayu, yueneswmne 6€30CTaHOBOYHO
ob6besxanu nx: KONOHHa He npekpallana aABmxeHus. bonuypl co cTaHuH 6ecnopsagoyHoO Nanunm
BBEPX M3 BUHTOBOK, HO MOSb3bl OT TAKOW MX CTPEeNbObl Obio Mano. OHW aaxe He MOrnu
3acTaBUTb CaMOETbl NMOAHATLCS Bbille, U T€ HOCUNUCL Hag 4OPOroK, efBa He 3a4eBasi BEPXYLLKN
nocagok.

COTHMKOB cuaen Ha rorioBHOM B 6aTtapee TpakTope 1 Kak n3baBneHusi, kak camoro 60nbLIoro
cYacTbA Xaxaan KoMaHAbl CbexaTb C 3TOW NPOKNATON A0POrn N pasBepHYTbCA. YK OH Obl Toraa
BCTpeTun HemueB. OH 6bl 0OpyLLIMA Ha MX FONOBLI TAKOE, YTO UM M HE CHMIOCh. Ho He Bbino aaxe
KOMaHbl OCTaHOBMUTbLCS, MOJIK BCE ABUranca 1 ABUrancs, 1 Kaxable ABa Yaca Hag HUM
pasrpy>anvcb oOHarneBLNe KIOHKEPChI» U «XEMHKENNY, Nepea KOTOPbIMU BCA 9Ta OrHeBas MoLLb
Obina 6e33alnTHON.

Tak HacTynuna nocnegHasa Houb nx GnyxgaHua No 3anagHo6enopycckum goporam.

Monk 6bIN yXXe Aaneko He TOT, YTO BHa4Yane: HECKOMNbKO pacyeToB normbno, B ero 6atapee noytu
npsiMbiM nonagaHmem 6om6bI pa3BoOpOTUIO Ha gopore opyaue. Npasga, Tpu elle ocTaBanucb
ncnpaeBHbIMK, pa3Be 4YTO CO BMATMHaMM Ha WmuTax, C U30ApPaHHOM r'yCMaTuKOn Konec u
MHOXECTBOM OCKOSOYHbIX LPAaMOB Ha CTBOMax U CTaHWHax. Y BTOPOro opyanst NoTek NpobuThin
HakaTHKK. YeTBepbix nornbwumnx 6atapenbl Be3nu, B npuuene Ha CHapsaHbIX swmKax, CeMepbix
paHeHbIX OTNpaBunn B Thifl. Bnpodem, aTo Gbinu ewle He camble 6onblune NoTepyn — APYrUMm
GaTtapesam goctanochk xyxe. [lonkoBasi KONIOHHA CoKpaTunach e4Ba He HamnooBMHY, HECKOMBbKO
OpYyAW OCTanocCb Ha AOpOore: NOBPEXAEHHbIE TPAKTOPA HE MOTMM UX TSHYTb, @ 3anacHbIX He
Obino. Tenepb NOYTU BCHO HOYb ABUranncb Ha BOCTOK, M B 3TOM Obin nnoxon npusHak: MHLL,
3aKypuUBLLMI U3 €ro Nadkm, HAMEKHYN Ha OKPY>XEHME, OHO N B camoM Aene Obino Noxoxe Ha To.
Bowubl He cnanu Bce YeTBEPO CyTOK, HEKOTOPbIE, CUAA HA CTaHWHAX, HEMHOIO B3APEMHYNU Mo
YTPO — HOYb Oblfia camoin CNOKOMHOM NOPoWn, ecniv Obl He 3Ta HeonNpeaeneHHOCTb B 06CTaHOBKE,
YepHOW Nraxon HaBucLuas Hazg nonkom. lNepea paccBeTom caenany KOPOTKYH OCTaHOBKY B
KaKkon-TO AepeBHE, HABCTPEUY UMM NEXOTUHLbI; HEBAANEKE, BUAHO ObINO B HOUM, 3aXOKEHHOE
aBmaumen, YTo-To ropeno sipkuMm, Ha nonHeba, NnnameHem — roBOpunn, CTaHuma. HUKTO nm He

06 BACHUN HUYEro, BUAHO, KOMaHAMPbI 3HaNM He 6onblie 60MLOB, HO NOASAM Kak-TO camo cobon
nepeaanocb, YTo coBceM 6nM3Ko HeHubl. Bckope komanaup nonka manop NMapaxHeBuy NoBEPHYN
KOMNOHHY Ha 6okoByto, obcaxeHHyto Bepbamu gopory. MNoexanu kyaa-to Ha tor. Houbto 661510
crnokonHee 6e3 aBmayuu, 3aTo OHM Bbiny cnenbl U rMyXKW: 3a PEBOM TPAKTOPOB HUYEro



HEBO3MOXHO 6bINO ycnblWwaTh, a B NeTHEN HOYHOW TEMHOTE HE MHOro yBuauweb. MNepen cambim
paccBeToM COTHMKOB He BblgepXXan 1 TOSNbKO 3agpeman Ha cuaeHbe, Kak r(pOMOBOM B3pPbIB Ha
0604nHe BbipBan ero n3 cHa. Kombata o64ano 3emnen n ropsiyen BoNHOW B3pbIiBa, OH TYT Xe
BcKoumn: «Komcomoriewu» CurbHO Ocen Ha npasyto ryceHudy. W TyT Havdanoce. ..

Kak pas cBeTano, 3a Bepbamu Apko cuHen Kpar HebGa 1 cepeno OBCsHOE Nofe, a 0TKyAa-To
crnepeau, OT rofnoBbl KOMOHHBI, UX Ha4Yanu pacctpennsaTtb TaHkU. He ycnen COTHMKOB COCKOYNUTL C
TpakTopa, Kak paaom 3anbinan Tsarad Tpetber 6atapeun, npoBanunach B BOPOHKY raybuua.
OrnyweHHbIn 6rM3knMKn yaapammn B3pbiBOB, OH CKOMaHaoBarn 6atapee pa3BepHyTbCs BNpaBo U
BMEBO, HO HE TaK NPOCTO ObINO BbIBEPHYTLCSA C FPOMO3AKMMU OpyausIMU Ha Y3Kon gopore. BTtopon
pacyeT 6pocuncs Yepes KaHaBy B OBEC M TYT XKe Nonyynn ABa cHapsga B TpakTop, rayouvua
ONPOKWHYNAach, 3afpaB BBEPX KOMNeCo. YTPO OCBETUNOCH APKUM MamMeHeM ropsLmnx TpakTopos,
nocazku 3acTrano ConsipoBbIM AbIMOM — TaHKM paccTpenueanu Nosik Ha gopore.

OT10 6bINO HamxygLee, YTO MOrFf0 CIy4YMTbCS, — OHM normbanu, a BCA Ux orHeeas MoLLb
ocTaBanacb NoYTN HEUCNonb30BaHHOW. [TOHSAB, YTO UM OTBEAEHO HECKOMbKO CKYMbIX CEKYHA,
COTHMKOB C pacyeTOM KOe-KaK pa3BepHy NPSMO Ha Jopore NOCneaHIo yuenesLwyto raybuuy u,
He YKpennss CTaHwH, efBa yCnes coapaTb YeX0os CO CTBOSA, BbICTPENUIT TSXKENbIM CHaPSA0M.
CHavana Henb3s 6bino 1 pas3rnageTb, rae Te TaHKW: rONOBHbIE B KOJIOHHE MalLVHbI ropenu,
yueneBLne 6onupbl ¢ HUX 6exanu Hasag, AbIM 1 MOKOPEXEHHbIE TpakTopa Bnepeamn MeLlanu
npuuennTbes. Ho NONMUHYTLI CNyCcTa Mexay Bepbamu OH BCe e YBUAEN NePBbIA HEMELIKUIA TaHK,
KOTOPbIN MeNeHHO Nos3 3a KaHaBOW U, CBEPHYB OPYAUNHLIN CTBOSM, raxan v raxan BblCTpenamu
HaMCKOCOK MO KONoHHe. COTHMKOB OTTOMKHYN HaBoguunka (opyame Obino yxe 3apsikeHo),
ApoXalLUMMKN pyKammn Koe-Kak AOBEPHYI TOSICTEHHbIV raybuyHbI CTBOM U HAKOHEeL, normMan 3To
eLle TYCKIoe B YTPEHHEN AbIMKe CTpalunnuLle Ha nepekpecTne naHopambl.

BeicTpen ero rpoxHyn nogo6Ho yaapy rpoma, raybuuya cunbHO cgana Hasag, 6onbHo yaapvna
naHopamom B CKyny; BHU3Y, N3-Nof He3aKpenneHHbIX COLLUHUKOB, OPbI3HYNO MCKpaMu OT KaMHEN,
ofHa cTaHuHa rnyboko Bpe3anacb COLIHMKOM B GPOBKY KaHaBbl, BTOpas ocTanacb Ha BeCy Ha
popore. CkBO3b Mblfb, NOAHATYIO BLICTPENOM, OH eLle He yCrnen HUYero pasrnsaeTb, HO yenbiwarn,
Kak pagoCTHO 3aKkpu4an HaBoguuK, 1 NOHAN, 4To nonan. OH TyT e OnsATb npunasn K naHopame —
efBa He 3akpbiBasi CoObon BCe ee Nnone 3peHus, 3a 4opOoron Asurancsa BTOpOW TaHk, kombat
Bnepun raybuyHbIi CTBON B €ro cepoe nbuile — Tak 6rM3Ko TOT Ka3arncsi B ONTUKE — N KPUKHYI:
«OroHb!» 3amMKoBbIN OTpearMpoBan BOBPEMS, BbICTPEST ONATb OrfyLWi ero, HO B 3TOT pas OH
ycnen yKNoHUTbLCA OT NaHopaMbl 1 3a MNblfblo Nepes CTBOMOM YBUAEN, Kak TO, YTO 3a CekyHay A0
BbicTpena Obino TaHKOM, XPACTHYIO, 6yATO AnYHas ckopnyna, U OT MOLLHOIO BHYTPEHHErO
B3pblBa YaCTAMU pa3Banuiocb B CTOPOHbl. HenoBopoTnuBas, Tskenad, npegHasHayvyeHHasa onsg
cTpenbbbl N3 ganekoro Toina raybuua CBOMM MOLLHBIM CHapsgaoM pa3Hecna TaHk Bapebesru.
HeoxnaaHHO nx oxBaTun azapT 6oeBon ygauun. Yxxe He obpallasi BHUMaHUSA Ha NOTepU, Ha
yOUTbIX N paHEHbIX, YTO, UCTEKast KPOBbHO, KOPUMANCH Ha NbINIbHOM BynbPKHUKE, Ha OrOHb,
NOXMPaBLUNN UX TEXHUKY, U rpag nynb OTTyAa, N3 TaHKOB, HECKOSBLKO yUerneBLInX pacyeToB
BCTYNUNKN B HepaBHbIN 6on ¢ TaHkamn. TeM BpeMeHeM paccBeno, yXxe cTano BuaaTh, Kyaa
uenuTbcs. Heckonbko noXapos AbIMHO Mblfiany 3a JOPOron: HeMeLlKMe MallunHbI Fopesu.
COTHMKOB BbINYCTWN LLECTb TAXENbIX CHAapPAA0B 1 pasHec Bapebesru ewe ABa TaHka. Ho kakoe-To
noacosHaTenbHoe, 060CTPEHHOE ONACHOCTLIO YyBCTBO MOACKA3ano eMy, YTo yaada KoH4YaeTcs,



4YTO cyabbON UnK cnyyYaem OTnyLEHHbIE CEKYHABI MCNONb30BaHbl UM MOSTHOCTLIO, YTO
cneayroLnin, BTOPOK Unu TpeTuin cHapag u3 TaHka 6yaeT ero. Bnepeam usbix, HABEpPHOE, YXXe He
OCTanocb, NOCNeAHNM NpUTaLWMnca oTTyaa n ynan, obnueas KpoBblo CTaHMHY, KOMaHAUP MOJKa;
psaomM B kKaHaBe 6axanu u3 kapabuHOB HECKOMbKO 60MLIOB — METUNKM B TaHKOBbIE LWenu. Bosne
ALLMKOB YTKHYNCH FONI0BOK B 3eMIt0 3apsikatowwmin Korotko, c3aam HUKOro 6ornbLue He Obino.
Torga CoTHMKOB Ha YeTBepeHbkax cam Bpocunca K cHapsagHoMy Awmky. OgHako OH He ycnen
AO0MNoN3TU 0 HEero, Kak c3aau ornyLuaroLle rpoxHyno, Tyras BofiHa B3pbliBa pacnsacrana ero Ha
OynbiKHMKE, U YepHOE yaYLUNNBOE MOKPbIBANO Ha HECKONbKO AOMArMX CEKYHA 3aKpbInio cobomn
aopory. 3aA40XHYBLUMUCb OT 3eMIIM U MbIfN, OH KPAEeLLKOM CO3HaHUS BCe e NOYYyBCTBOBAr, YTO
XUB, N TYT Xe Nof NaBour 3eMNSAHON TPyXU, KOTOpasi HU3PUHYIAacb CBEPXY, PBAHYIICA K OpyAuIO.
Ho raybuua yxe HemowHO ckocoboumnack Ha Kpato BOPOHKW, CTBOM B3PbIBOM CBEPHYIO B
CTOPOHY, CMpafHO roperna pe3nHa konecHoro oboga. Ml toraa oH noHaAn, 4To 310 KoHel. OH nnoxo
eLle coobpaxar, cam yuenen unm HeT, HO YyBCTBOBArT, YTO OrfOX: B3PbIBbl BOKPYT YLIAW 3a
HenpoHULaeMyto TONCTYI0 CTEHY, ApYyrne 3ByKU BCe pa3oM UCHE3NN, B FONOBE CTOSN NPOTAXHbLIN
GonesHeHHbIV 3BOH. V3 HOCa noka3anacbh KpOBb, OH FPSI3HO pa3ma3sarn ee no nuuy 1 crnona ¢
Aoporu B kaHaBy. HanpoTuB, 3a Bepbamu, TSKeno nepeBanmBasiCb Ha ryceHuuax, Wwen, HaBepHo,
TOT camblii, nogdvBLNIA ero TaHk. CBEXWI YTPEHHWIA BETEP CTNan YepHble KOCMbl AbiMa OT
NbiNaroLero TpakTopa, XMPHO BOHANO CONAPKON 1 TPOTUITOM OT B3pbIBOB, AbIMHO Trena
rMMHacTepKa Ha nreye y>xe HeXXnBoro KomaHampa noska.

[MoTpaceHHbIN HeoXnaaHHOCTLIO pasrpomMa COTHMKOB MUHYTY OCOSOBESO CMOTPEN Ha NonsyLime
3a JOPOror HeMeLKne TaHKK, UX Homepa 1 YepHo-6enble, BbIbUTbIe N0 TpadapeTy KpecTol. U
TOrga KTo-TO AepHyn ero 3a pykas, OH MOBEPHYI rofioBy — pA40M MOSIBUOCH 3anavkaHHoe
Caxken 1 KPOBbHO NMLO CTapLlunHbl 6aTtapeun, KOTOPbIA YTO-TO Kpuyan emy 1 nokasbiBan pykon B
TbIf, Kyaa no kaHaee 6exanu 6onubl.

OHM BCKOYMNN N CKBO3b BOHKOYUI AbIM HAL, AOPOroun, NPUrHyBLUNCH, Takke nobexanu Tyaa...
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Pbibak obolien MbICOK Menkonecbs 1 octaHoBurcs. Bnepeau, Ha cknoHe npuropka, B easa
cepeBLUEM NPOCTPaHCTBE HOYN, TEMHENN KpanHWe NOCTPOVKM AepeBHU. Kak oHa Bbirnsaena
oTctoga, Peibak yxxe He NOMHWI: KOrga-To, B Ha4Yane 0CeHU, OHW NPOXOAUNN CTOPOHOW MO Jopore,
HO B JepeBHI0 He 3axoaunu. Bnpoyewm, ceinvac ato ero mano 3abotuno — BaxHee 6bIno
onpeaenuTb, HET N TaM HEMUEB My nonuuaes, YTOObl HEHAPOKOM He YroguTb B 3anagHio.

OH Hegonro NOCTosAN BO3Ne KyCcTapHUKa, NpMCciyLwmnBascb, HO HAYEro NO4O3PUTENBHOrO B
AepeBHe Bpoae He 6bIno CrnbiWHO. [JoOHEeCNOCb HECKOMBKO Pa3pO3HEHHbIX, NPUMNYLLEHHbIX HOYbIO
3BYKOB fIEHMBO NpoTaBKana cobaka. [Mo-npexHemy ynpyro n HacTon4MBO Ayn BETEp, TUXO
NMOCBUCTbIBasA PAOOM B MEP3NbIX BETBAX, NAXHYNO AbIMOM — rA4e-To, HaBepHo, Tonunu. Tem
BpemMeHem c3agu nogowen COTHUKOB U, OCTAaHOBUBLLUCH, TOXE BCMOTPENCH B CYMEpPKM.

— Hy yT0?

— Bpoge tuxo, — Herpomko ckasan Pbibak. — lNownu nomany.

Bbino 66l ynobHee 1 kopoye CBEPHYTb K KpanHeln B 3TOW AepeBHe U3byLLKe, YTO TeMHena
HeBaarneke, No caMble OKHa yBA3HYB B cyrpobe, — Tam HaymHanacb ynuua. Ho Bo3ne kpariHen
Bcerga 60nbLni pUCK HaNOPOTbCA Ha HENPUATHOCTbL: B KOHLE yNuubl 06bIYHO 3aKkaH4YMBaloT CBOW
MapLUpYyT KapaynbLUMK1U U NaTPyn, Tam e ycTpamBaeT 3acagbl nonuuus. I oH cBepHyn no cHery
B CTOPOHY. Boonb NpoOBOMOYHON B ABE HUTKWN Orpabl OHM NEPELUNN NOWMHKY, HanpaBnsasach K
HeJaneknm NocTponkam, TECHO CrpyaAMBLUMMCSA B KOHLIE OropodoB Ha oTwmnbe. 3To ObINo rymMHo.
Tam eLle NOCTOANN MUHYTY 3@ PacTPECKaBLUMMCS YoM MyHbKX UM TOKa C NPOAPaHHON KPbILLEN,
npucnywanuce, n Peibak ¢ ornagkon Beiwen Ha npurymbe. OTcioga 66110 pykon nogatb Ao
HW3EHbKOW, CUPOTNIMBO MNOKOCMBLUENCA N3BYLLIKM NpU OOHOM capanyuke, Kyaa Bena yTontaHHas B
cHery TponuHka. Peibak caenan no Hen ABa wwara, HO TyT e COCTYNnui B CHEr — Ha TPOrKe
NMPOH3UTENBHO 3acKpuMneno nog canoramun. 3a HUM NPUHAN B CTOPOHY COTHMKOB, Y OHM MOLUNN
Tak, No 06e CTOPOHbLI CTEXKN, K n3be.

OHu eLLe He JOCTUMNN caparynka, Kak 4O UX Criyxa SSBCTBEHHO JOHECCH CTyK — BO ABOpPE KTO-TO
pybun gposa, pybun Bpoae 6bl ¢ HeOXoToMn, Bnoncunel. Poibak obpagoBancs: ecnu pybsaT agposa
— 3Ha4uT, B JEPEBHE, HABEPHO, BCE TUXO, YyXXMX HET. K TOMy e He Hago CTy4aTb B OKHO,
npocuTbCAa BNyCTUTh — 060 BCEM MOXHO ByaeT paccnpocuTtb gpoBoceka. NMpaBga, oH TyT xe
nogymarn, YTo HEOCTOPOXKHOCTbIO MOXHO CMyrHYTb YeroBeka — 3aBUAEB YYXMX, 3anpeTcs, Toraa
nonpo®yi ero BblTaWnTb M3 U306bI. M OH Kak MOXHO TuLe oboLlen capanyuk, nepectynun yepes
KOHLbl OPOLLUEHHbIX Ha CHEry Xepaen 1 Bbllen u3-3a yrna.

B TemHOBaTO-Cepbix Cymepkax ABopa y orpagbl KTO-TO BO3UncA ¢ norieHoMm. OH He cpa3y NoHsn,
YTO 3TO XKEHLUMHA, KOTopas, 3acnbllaB c3agum warn, BApYr UCnyraHHO BCKPUKHYNa.

— Twuxo, mamawia! — Herpomko ckasan Pbibak.

PacTtepsaBLInCb, OHa 3amepna nepea HAM — HU3EHbKasi NoXunasa TeTka B rpybom, ToncTo
NoBsA3aHHOM Ha rofloBe Nnatke — M He Morna BbIMOMBUTL crioBa. Pbibak 13 npegocTopoXXHOCTH
B3rMSAHYN Ha BeOyLylo B CEHU ABepb, Ta bbina 3akpbiTa, 6onblle BO 4BOPE BPOAE HUKOrO He
6bino. BnpoyeM, OH He 0YeHb 1 onacarcs — OH YXXe 3Harn, YTO B 9TON AepeBHE CMOKOWHO.
Monuuawn, noxanymn, 3acenun 3a CaMoroH, a Hemubl BPSiA N TyT NOSIBAANUCS.

— Own, rocnogm 6oxe, n Hanyranack »xe! Oi, rocnoaw...



— JlagHo, xBaTuT KpectuTbes. Nonuuaes B fepeBHE MHOMo?

— A HeT nonuuaes. bbin 0aunH, Tak B MecTteuko nepebpancs. A 6onbLue HeT.

— Tak, — Pbibak npowencs no 4Bopy, BbIrNsHyN U3-3a yrna. — [lepeBHs Kak Ha3blBaeTcs?

— JacuHbl. J19CuHbI AepeBHS, — NOMHast BHUMaHUA U eLLe He NpoLueaLLero ucnyra, oteeyana
TeTKa.

Ee Tonop rny6oko cungen B cykoBaTtoM €f10BOM MOSIEHE, KOTOPOE OHA, O4EBUAHO, TLLETHO
nbiTanacb PackonoTb MNONosam.

Pbibak yke NpuMKUHYN, 4TO HEMNSOXO Bbl TYT N OTOBApPUTLCA: NOAXOA-BbIXO4 XOPOLUWIA, Ha NyTH
rYMHO, NE€COK — €Cnn YTO, BCE 3TO NPUKPOET MX OT YYy)KOro rnasa.

— K10 ewe gpoma?

— Tak ogHa X 51, — 6yATO yAMBMBLUUCH UX HEOCBELOMSIEHHOCTW, OTBETUNA XKEHLLMUHA.

— W 6onblue HUKoro?

— Hukoro. OgHa BOT XuBY, — BOPYr NOXanoBanacb OHa, BCE HE CBOAA C HErO BbbKMAATENbHO-
TPEBOXHOrO B3rnsiaa, HaBepHoO cTapanacb yragatb TanHy Lefb MX HOYHOro BU3nuTa.

Pbibaka, ogHako, Mano TPOHy 3TOT €€ XanoCTNNBO-NOKOPHbIN TOH, eMy YyXe 6blnv 3HaKOMbl 3TK
HaMBHbIE NOBAaAKM AEPEBEHCKNX TETOK, pa3xanobutb ero 66110 TpyaHO. Tenepb OH nay4yan
06CTaHOBKY Ha ABOpe — YBUAEN PacKpbiTble BOPOTA B capan 1 3arnsHyn B €ro rinyxoun, NosHbIn
HaBO3HOro 3anaxa Mpak.

— Y70, NycTo?

— [ycT0, — ynaBLwmMM rofiocoM NOATBEPAMNA XEHLMHA, HE 0TX0AA OT Tonopa. — 3abpanu Bce
4YnUCTO.

— K10 3a6pan?

— Hy, nssectHo kT0. Kak y kpacHoapmeinckon matepu. Ytob nm nogasuntbcs, npogam!

TyT Pbibak ¢ MMMOMETHLIM COYYBCTBMEM B3rMsIHYI Ha XXEHLMHY — eCnn Ta nepeLuna Ha
NPOKMATUSA, 3HAYUT HE BPET, MOXHO BepUTb. M OH Npo cebsi He[OBONBHO YMbIXHYI, MOHSB, YTO U
3[€eCb, HaBEPHO, HNYErO He BbIMAET, — HEe OO0 HUTKM XXe obunpatb ee, n 6e3 Toro 0606paHHyto
Hemuamu. [NpugeTcs nckaTtb ganbLue.

COTHMKOB, CCYTYNACb, YHbINO OXnaan nog cTeHon, n Poibak WwarHyn K >XeHLuHe.

— YT0, He packonelb?

TeTka goraganacb, YTO OH NOMOXET, U, 3aMeTHO 06paoBaBLUUCh, Kak-TO cpady cbpocuna c ceba
NyrrvByK HACTOPOXXEHHOCTb.

— [a BoT, Nuxo Ha Hero, Bbuna — He Bbiaepy. C Beyepa GbtoCb, HY TyAa HM cloga.

— A Hy pan!

Pbibak 3aknHyn 3a cnuHy kapabuH n obenmmn pykamum B3Ancs 3a rnagkoe cyxoe Tonopue.
XakHyB, CUIbHO yAapun NoneHoM O Konoay, NoTom ewe. Yaapsan MeTko, C YAOBOMbCTBUEM,
OLLYyLLasa cuny B pyKax v NPUBbIYHYIO C 4eTCTBa CHOPOBKY, KOrAa Tak e BOT 3MHUMW BeYepamMmu
Konon Ha yTpo gposa. [NunuTb He nobun, a KonoTb Bcerga Obin roTOB C OXOTOW, HAaX04s Kak Obl
N3BEYHOE YAOBMETBOPEHME B 3TOW TPYAHOW, HE NMULLEHHON MYXXCKOro yaanbcTBa paboTe.

Ha yeTBepTOM yaape TpelwmHa KpuBo obexana Cyk, 1 noneHo passanunock Hageoe. OH
pPacKonon eLle 1 NONOBUHKN.

— Ot cnacubo, cbiHOK. [lan Tebe 6or 3qopoBbuyka, — 6€3 TeHM HeAAaBHEN CKOBAHHOCTU
OGnarogapvna TeTka.



— Cnacunbom He oTaenaelbes, maTb. [1poayKTbl nMeroTca?

— lMNpoaykTbl? A Kakue npoaykTbl? bynbboyka ectb. Menkas, npasaa. Ecnu yto, 3axoguTe,
CBapo 3aTUPKN.

— 310 yTo! Ham c cobon Hapo. CKOTUHY Kakylto.

— 3, CKOTUHy. ['e ee B3ATb Tenepsb...

— A Tam KT0 *unBeT? — PbiGak nokasan pykon 4epes oropoa, rae 3a OCTpoBepxmum TbiHOM Benena
CHeXHas Kpblla coceiHen NocTponku. KaxxeTcd, Tam Tonunu: BeTep 3aHOCKI BO ABOpP 3anax
AbIMa 1 Yero-To CbeCTHOrO.

— A letpa KayaH. OH Tenepb CTapoCTOM TyT, — NPOCTOAYLLHO coobumna TeTka.

— [Na? 3pewHwni ctapocTta? Thl crblwnwb? — Pbibak noBepHyncsa kK COTHUKOBY, KOTOPbIN,
MPUCIOHACHL K OpeBHY, TEPNENNBO CTOAN NOA CTEHON.

— Hy. lNocTtasunu ctapocTtomn.

— CBornoub, na?

— A He cka3aTb. CBOW YenoBek, TYTOLLIHUWMN.

Pbibak, nomeanue, pewmn:

— INagHo, nownu k ctapocte. OH-TO yX, HAaBepHO, noboraye Tebs.

OHWn He cTanu nckaTb CTEXKY, NoAnesnn nog xepab B N3ropoau, nepeLunm 3acbinaHHbIn 305101 U
KapToenbHON KOXYPOW Oropof 1 Yepes Ablpy B CTapOM ThiHE MPOMes3nn Bo ABOP CTapOCThbl.

TyT nopsagka 6bino nobornbLue, Yem Ha cocegHeM ABOpeE, BO BCEM YyBCTBOBanach 3aboTnusas
pyka xo3samnHa. C Tpex CTOpoH ABOp 0BCcTynanu nocTponku: nsba, capaw, nerkiii HaBec; y KpbinbLa
CTOSININ CaHU C OCTaTkaMu CeHa B pO3BasibHSAX — BEPHOE CBUAETENbCTBO TOr0, YTO XO35MH
HaxoguTcs goma. oA Kpblwer capas BbICUICS NaaHbii Wwtabenek HaroToBNEHHbIX, HAMUMEHHbIX
N NOKONOTbIX APOB.

Korga oHu ewwe nepexoaunu oropog, Poibak npumeTvn B 3amep3Llem OKOLLKE TyCKIble 0Tbnecku
cBeTa — HaBEepPHO, OT KOMTUIKU — U TeNepb YBEPEHHO CTYNWUI Ha CKpUNy4dmne JOCKN KpblnbLa.

OH He cTyvyan — gBepb Obina He 3anepTa, CNPaBUTLCS C HEN eMy, CENbCKOMY XUTEN, Oblno
NPUBBLIYHO M MPOCTO: NOBEPHYN Ha YeTBepTb 060pOTa 3aBEPTKY, N ABEPb, TUXO CKPUMNHYB, cama
pacTtBopunacb. OH npoLlen B TEMHbIE CEHW, BAbIXasi Nony3abbiTble, yCTO YCTOABLUMECS
KpeCTbSHCKME 3araxm, OCTOPOXHO NOBEN PYKOW MO cTeHe. [Nanblbl ero HaTKHYNIMCb Ha KaKylo-To
3anybeHeBLUYI0 OT CTYXW oAexay, 3aTeM Ha ABEPHYIO NnaHky. Hawynas nogne Hee npoKaneHHyo
MOPO30M 3aBECY, OH IErko OTbICKan OAMHAKOBYHO BO BCEX AEPEBEHCKNX JOMax ckoby. U ata
ABepb OKasanacb He3anepTon, OH NOTAHYN ee Ha cebsa U NepecTynuIl BbICOKOBATbLIN MOPOT,
nepenasasi ckoby B xonoaHble pyku COTHMKOBA.

Ha onpoknHyTOM nocpeaun ctona MUcKe ropena KonTurka, OroHeK ee UcryraHHO BbIFHYNCS OT
kny6a xonoaHoro Bo3gyxa. Moxunon, ¢ KOPOTKO NOACTPUMXKEHHOM BOPOAOK YenoBeK, CMaeBLLMIA 3a
CTONOM B HaOpPOLUEHHOM Ha Nneyun Tynynymke, NoAHAN ceayto ronosy. Ha ero lwmpokom,
HENPMBbLIYHO OCBELLEHHOM CHU3Y NnLLE KOPOTKO 6necHyn HeaOBOMbHbIN B3rNsA, TYT Xe, OAHAKO, 1
NOTYXLINA NOA HN3KO ONYyLLEHHbIMW cefbiMu BpoBAMMU.

— [ob6pbii BEYEP, — CO CAEpP)KaHHOW BEXNMBOCTLIO No3gopoBancd Poibak.

KoHe4HO, MOXHO 6bl 1 6e3 3TOro NpMBETCTBUA HEMELIKOMY NPUCITYXXHUKY, HO Pbibaky He xoTenoch
Cpasy HauynHaTb HENPUATHLIN ANs Hero pasrosBop. CTapuk, o4HaKo, He OTBETUI, JaXe He
MoLLEeBENUICS 3a CTONOM, TONMbKO eLle pas, yxe 6e3 BCsKoro nobonbITCTBa, NOrNa4en Ha HUX.



C3agu Bce Hecrno xonogom — COTHUKOB HEYMENO rpoMbixan ABepblo, TLLETHO CcTapasiCb
3axnonHyTb ee. Pbibak 06epHyncs, ¢ NpUBbIYHBIM NPUCTYKOM 3aKpbii ABEPb. X03AMH HaKoOHeL,
MeLNEeHHO BbINPAMUACA 3@ CTOSIOM, HE MEHSAHA, OAHAKO, 6e3y4acTHOro BblpaXeHust Ha nuue, dyaTo
N He JoragbiBancs, KTO OHU, 3TU HENPOLUEHbIe HOYHbIE NPULLENbLbI.

— Tbl 3gewHun ctapocta? — ouumansHo cnpocun Peibak, BpasBanky HanpaBndasch k ctony. B
TPOEeNHbIX ero canorax ObIfo CKOMb3KO C MOPO3a, Y OH HEBOJSIbHO CAEpXXMBan Lwar.

CTtapuk B3QOXHYN U, HABEPHO MOHSAB, YTO NPELCTOUT Pa3roBop, 3aKPbiSl1 TOMCTYHO KHUTY, KOTOPYHO
nepen Tem 4Yntan y KOnTUmKu.

— CrapocrTa, Hy, — cKasan OH pOBHbIM, 6€3 TeHn ncnyra unm NogoboCcTpacTUs rofoCoMm.

B TO Bpemsi B 3aneybe nocrbiwanca KOPOTKUM LLOPOX, U U3-3a 3aHaBECKU, MOMNpasrisis Ha ronose
nnaTok, NosBMUnacb ManeHbkas, XyeHbkas 1, BUAHO MO BCEMY, OYEHb MOABMXKHASA XKeHLWMHa —
HaBepHO, x035aKKa 3Ton n3bbl. Pbibak cCHAN ¢ nneya n NpucTaBun K Horam KapabuH.

— [HoragbiBaewbcs, KTO Mbl?

— He cnenon, Bnxy. Ho exnu 3a Boakon, Tak HeTy. Bcro 3abpanu.

Pbibak co 3HayeHnem B3rnsaHyn Ha COTHMKOBA: CTapblii NEHb — HE NPUHUMAET NN OH UX 3a
nonuvuaes? Brnpoyewm, Tak, MOXET, 1 Ny4dlle, nogymar OH U, COXpaHsas oOpoaYLLHYIO
HEeBO3MYTUMOCTb, CKa3an:

— Yro X, oborigemcs 6e3 BoaKu.

Crapocrta nomonyan, 6yaTo pasmbIlWnss Hag YeM-TO, MOABMHYI Ha Kpal cTona MUCKY C
KonTunkon. Ha nony crano ceetnee.

— Ecnu Tak, cagurecs.

— Ara, cagutecb, caguTechb, AeTKN, — obpagoBanach NPUrnalleHno X0351IMHa XXeHLUHA.
lMoaxBaTmB OT CTONa CkaMeriky, OHa NocTaBuna ee y neyvku, B KOTOpour, BUOHO Bbino, goropanu Ha
HouYb gpoBa. — TyT ByaeT Tennee, HaBepHO xe, 03s16nn. Mopo3 Takown...

— MoxHo u npucectb, — cornacuncs Poibak, Ho cam He cen — kuBHyn CoTHukoBy: — Cagucs,
rpeucs.

CoTHukoBa He Hago 6bino yroBapmBaTb — OH TOTYAC ONYCTUICS HA NaBKy U NPUCNOHUNCS CIMHON
kK nobeneHHoMy 60Ky neun. BUHTOBKY aepxan B pykax, OyaTo onMpancs Ha Hee, NUIOTKY Ha
rofloBe He nonpasun gaxe — Kak 6bina rnyboko HacyHyTa Ha MPUMOPOXKEHHbIE YLLK, TaK U
ocTanacb. Pbibaky TeM BpeMeHeM CTaHOBUITOCb BCE TeNsee, OH pacCTerHyn cBepxy nonyLyook un
CABVHYI Ha 3aTbINOK LWanky. X03snH ocTaBarsncs 3a CTOSIOM C HE3aBUCMMO-6eCCTPaCTHbIM BUAOM,
a X0341Ka, CITOXMB Ha XUBOTE PYKU, HACTOPOXEHHO N TPENETHO creauna 3a KaxabiM Ux
aBuxeHnem, «bontca», — nogyman Poibak. Cneagysa cBoen napTu3aHCKON NPUBbLIYKE, OH, Npexae
Yyem cecCTb, npoLencd no n3de, OyaTo HEB3HAYaW 3arngHyn B TEMHbIM 3anevYek 1 OCTaHOBUIICS
BO3J1e KpacHOro (paHepHoro wwkadga, oTropaxmBasLLero yrosi C KpoBaTblo. X035MKa yBaXXUTENbHO
OTCTynuria B CTOPOHY.

— Tam HuKoro, 4eTKWU, HUKOTO.

— Y710, 0gHU XuBeTe?

— OpgHu. BoT ¢ gegom Tak v KOMTUM CBET, — C 3aMeTHOM neyYarnblo ckasana xxeHuwumHa. U sapyr
He npeanoXxuna, a kak obl 3anpocuna gaxe: — MoxeT, Bbl Obl noenu 4yero? BepHo X, ronoaHsbie,
a? KoHe4Ho, ¢ Mmopo3a ga 6e3 ropsdero...



Pbi6ak ynblbHynca v 4OBOMbHO NOTEp 0356Lme pyku.

— MoxeT, n noegum. Kak gymaewb? — C fenaHHON HepeLIMTENbHOCTLIO 0O6paTuUCcs oH K
CoTHukoBy. — lNogkpenumcs, ecnu NnaHn cTapocTuxa yrowaer. ..

— Bot 1 xopowo. A ceinvac, — obpagoBanach xeHuwmHa. — Kanyctouyka, HaBepHo, Tennas ewe.
W ato... MoxeT, 6ynbboukun ceaputb?

— HeT, BapuTb He Hapo. Hekorga, — pelumTtenbHO Bo3pa3un Poibak n nckoca B3rnsHyn Ha
CTapoCTy, KOTOPbIA, 0BNOKOTACL Ha CTOJ, HEMOABWXHO Cuaen B yriy.

Hag H1M, NoBA3aHHbIE BbILLMTLIMU NOSIOTEHLAMW, TEMHENN TPU CTAPUHHbBIE UKOHbI. Pbibak
TSHXKENO NpoTonan canoramu K NPOCTEHKY M OCTaAHOBUICA nepen 60nbLION 3aCTEKNEHHON PaMOM C
doTorpacmsmn. OH yMbiLLNEHHO n3beran NpsiMo B3rfsHYTb HA CTApOCTY, YyBCTBYS, YTO TOT cam,
He nepecTaBasl, BTUXOMOJIKY HabntogaeT 3a HUM.

— 3HauuT, HemuaMm CnyxuLb?

— [MpuxoguTtca, — B3Q0XHYN cTapuk. — YTo nogenaeLub!

— W mHoro nnatat?

[en He mMor He NOYYBCTBOBaTb IBHOW U3EBKM B 3TOM BOMNPOCE, HO OTBETUI CMOKOMHO, C
AOCTOVHCTBOM:

— He cnpawwvBan n 3HaTb He xo4y. CBomM, 06onaychb.

«OpHako! — 3ameTun npo cebs Poibak. — BngHo, ¢ xapakrepomy.

B 6epe3oBoli pame Ha cTeHe cpean NONAIXKUHBI PasnuyHbIX poTorpadumii OH BbICMOTpPEN
MO040ro, YeM-TO HEYJSTIOBUMbIM MOXOXEro Ha 3TOro Aefa NapHA B rMMHAaCTEpPKe C
apTUNNepunckumMm aménemamm B neTnuuax n Tpemsi 3Hadkamm Ha rpygu. beino B ero Barnsage
YTO-TO BE3MATEXKHO-CNOKOMHOE N B TO XXe BPeEMsi NO-MON040MY HaMBHO yYBEpPEHHOE B cebe.

— K710 910? CbIH, MOXET?

— CblH, CcblH. TONYK HaLl, — fTacKOBO NoATBepAUIa xo3snka, oCTaHaBNMBasiCb N Yepes nne4vo
Pbibaka 3arnsabiBas Ha GOToO.

— A Tenepb rge oH? He B nonvumn crnyvYanHo?

CTtapocTa nogHAn HaxMypeHHoe nNuuo.

— A Ham oTkyaa 3HaTb? Ha ¢poHTe 6bin...

— On, 6oxeuka, Kak nowen B TpuauaTb AEBATOM, Tak 6onbLue u He Bugenu. C camoro neta Hu
Cnyxy Hu AyXy. XoTa Obl 3HaTb: XMBOW UMK, MOXET, Y>KE U KOCTOYKN CTHUMN... — CTaBHA Ha CTON
MMCKY CO LLiamu, 3aroBopurna ctapocTuxa.

— Tak, Tak, — ckasan Pbibak, He 0T3blBasdACb Ha €€ XanocTnmBoe npudntaHme. Bebkaas, noka oHa
BbIFOBOPUTCS, OH C HAXXKUMOM 06baABUN cTapuky: — Ono3opwun Tbl CbiHa!

— A 1o KaKk xe! U1 4 x emy 0 TOM TBEPXY AE€Hb U HOYb, — C XXapoM noaxeaTuna oT neyu

xo3qnka. — Ono3opun N CbiHa U BCEX YAUCTO...

OT10 6bINO HECKONMBKO HEOXMAAHHO, TeM Bonee 4YTO cTapocTnxa rosopuna Bpoae Obl C UCKpEHHEN
6onbto B ronoce. CtapocTta, 0OAHAKO, HUKAK He OTO3BarCsa Ha ee CnoBa, HENOABWXKHO cuaen ¢
MOHMKLINM BUOOM, U PbiGaky nokaszanocbk, YTO 9TOT AeA NPOCTO HEAOYMOK Kakon-T0. HO TONbKO OH
nogyman o TOM, Kak XMypoe L0 CTapoCTbl HAXMYpPUNoCh eLle 6onbLue.

— byaeTt! He tBOE Aeno!

KeHLwmHa ToT4Yac ymorkna, OCTaHOBUBLLMCH Ha NOJSYCrioBe, a CTapocTa Bnepun yKopsoLun
B3rnsag B Poibaka.



— A OH MeHs He ono3opun? Hemuy, otgan — 310 He no3op?

— Tak BbIWwno. He ero B Tom BUHa.

— A 4ba? Mosi, MOXeT? — CTporo, 6e3 TEHN CTECHEHNSA UNK CTpaxa CrpoCu CTapuK U1
MHOro3Ha4YMTENBbHO NOCTYyYan no crony: — Bawa BuHa.

— [a-a, — HeonpegeneHHo npounsHec Poibak, He nogaepxas ManonpuUATHbIA AN HEro U He
OYeHb NPOCTON Pa3roBOp, KOTOPOMY, 3Harl, NO HbIHELLHUM BPEMEHaM HETY KOHLa.

Xo3g1ka paccTenuna KopoTeHbKYH, Ha MOSCTona, ckatepky, NocTaBuina MUCKY CO LLiamMu, MACHOM
3anax OT KOTOpbIX BMACTHO 3arnyLumn BCe ero gpyrue 4yBcTBa, KpoMme Bpa3 060CTpuBLLErocs
yyBCTBa ronoaa. Poibak He UCnbITbIBan K 3TOMy YenoBEKY HMKAKOro noYTeHns, ero obuime
paccy>XaeHns 1 NpUYMHbI, MOYEMY OH CTan cTapocTou, Pribaka He nHtepecoBanm — akT
cny>0bl y HEMLEB onpeaensan ans Hero Bce. Tenepb, OAHAKO, O4EHb XOTENOChb €CTb, U Pbibak
peLumn Ha Bpems OTNOXUTb AanbHelLwee BbiACHEHNE B3aMMOOTHOLLEHUA CTapuka C HeMUAMM.
— CappbTe, nogkpenntTecb HEMHOXKO. BOT xnebyLuka BaMm, — C NacKOBOW NPUBETIMBOCTbIO
npurrawlana xo3sanka.

Pbibak, He cHMMasi wanku, nones 3a CTorn.

— [Nasan nogpybaem, — ckasan oH COTHMKOBY.

ToT BANO noBepTes ronoBou:

— Ewb. A He 6yay.

Pbibak BHMMaTENBHO NOCMOTPEN Ha TOBapuLLa, KOTOPbIA, NOKaLUNMBasi, CCYyTYNUICA Ha CKaMenKe.
BpemeHnamu oH gaxe B3gparusan, kak B 03Hobe. Xo3siika, BAAHO Mano noHMMas COCTOSHNE
rocTsl, yamBunachb:

— lNo4vemy xe He Byaete? MoxeT, 6pesryete Hawmm? MoxeT, ewe 4Yero aatb?

— HeT, cnacn6o. Hu4ero He Hago, — pewmnTenbHO ckadan CoTHMKOB, 350K0 NpsAYa B pykaBa
TOHKME KUCTU PYK.

Xo3s1ka YyMcTocepaeyHo BCTPEBOXMNACh.

— boxeuka, MoxeT, He goroguna 4yem? Tak U3BUHUTE...

Pbibak ygobHo ycencsa Ha LUMPOKOW CKaMbe 3a CTOSMOM, 3axarn MexX KoneHewn kapabuvH n He
3aMeTun, Kak B NOSTHOM MOf4aHMM ONOPOXHUN MUCKY. CTapocTa BCe C TEM Xe YrproMbiM BUAOM
HenoaBWXHO cuaen B yrny. Xo3sauka cTosana Heeaarneke OT CTofna C UCKPEHHEN rOTOBHOCTLIO
YCINYXXWUTb FOCTHO.

— Tak, xnebywko s npubepy. 310 Ha ero gonto, — ckasan Peibak, knBHyB B CTOpoHY COTHUKOBA.
— bepute, Gepute, geTkn.

CrapocrTa, ka3anocb, 4ero-To Mon4ya oXxuaan — Kakoro-Hmbyap Cnosa unm, MoXeT, Havana
pasroBopa o gene. Ero 6onblune y3nosaTble pyKM CIOKONHO NeXanu Ha YepHOW 0BNOXKKE KHUMN.
3acoBbiBad ocTaTok xneba 3a nasyxy, Peibak ckazan ¢ HeogobpeHuem:

— KHWXKM noynTbiBaeLlb?

— YT0 X, nounTaTh HUKOrga He BpeauT.

— CoBeTckas unum Hemeukas?

— bnbnus.

— A Hy, a Hy! [NepBbI pa3 Brxy Gubnuto.

MoaBMHYBLUNCH 3a CTONOM, Pbibak ¢ NtoGoNbITCTBOM B35S B PYKU KHUTY, OTBEPHYN OONOXKyY. TyT
e OH, OAHaKOo, NOYYBCTBOBASI, YTO He Haao 6bINo AenaTb 3TOro — oBHapyXMBaTb CBOETO



NMHTepeca K 3TON Yy)XXOn, MOXeT, eLle HeMuamMu U3gaHHOW KHUre.

— W HanpacHo. He mewano 6bl n nountaTtb, — NpoBOpYan crapocra.

Pbibak pewmtensHo 3axnonHyn 6ubnuto.

— Hy, aTo He TBoe geno. He tebe Hac yuntb. Tbl HEMUAM CAYXULLb, NO3TOMY Ham Bpar, —
ckasan Pbibak, owylias TanHoe yaoBneTBOPEHME OT TOro, YTO NOABEPHYCHA NoBog 06onTuch 6e3
GnarogapHOCTY 3a YroweHme 1 nepekntioYnTbes Ha 6onee otTBevaBwmii ob6ctaHoBke TOH. OH
Bblfie3 13-3a CToNna Ha cepeauHy M3bbl, NonpaBusl Ha NONyLyOKe HECKONBbKO TyroBaTbI TENepb
pemMeHb. IMEHHO 3TOT NOBOPOT B MX OTHOLUEHUSIX AaBasn eMy BO3MOXHOCTb NepenTn bnmxe K
Aeny, Xxots cam no cebe nepexon n Hyxxgarncs elle B HEKOTOPOW NoarotoBke. — Tol Bpar. A ¢
BparamMu y Hac 3Haellb Kakon pa3roBop?

— CmoTps komy Bpar, — 6yaTo HEe NoA03peBasi BCEN CEPbLE3HOCTUN CBOErO MNOMOXEHUS, TUXO, HO
TBEPAO BO3pasus CTapuK.

— Csoum. Pycckum.

— CBoOUM 4 He Bpar.

CrapocTta ynpsiMo He cornawiarncs, n 3To HaumHano 3nuTb Pbibaka. He xBaTano elle gokasbiBaTb
3TOMY NPUCHYXXHUKY, MOYEMY TOT, XO4YEeT TOro Unn HeT, aBnaeTcs Bparom CoBeTCKOWN AepKaBbl.
3aBoauTb JONTUIA Pa3roBop C HUM PbiGak He MMEN HNUKAKOro XenaHusa U CNpocun ¢ NfoxXo
CKpbITOW U3OEBKOMN:

— Y10, MOXeT, cunon 3actasunn? NpoTtnse Bonn?

— Hert, 3a4em e cunoun, — ckasan X035uH.

— 3HauuT, cam.

— Kak ckasaTb. Bpoge Tak.

«Torga Bce sacHO, — nogyman Peibak, — He 0 4eM n pasroBapuBaTtby». HenpussHb K aTomy
YerioBeKy B HEM BCe HapacTana, OH YyXe noxarnen o BpeMeHu, NoTpavyeHHOM Ha nyCcTon pasrosop,
TOrAa Kak ¢ camoro Hayana Bce ObIno SCHO.

— Tak! MNownun! — >xxecTko Npukasan oH.

BckuHyB pyku, k Peibaky 6pocunack ctapoctuxa.

— On, cblHOYeEK, Kyaa xe Tbl? He Hago, noxanen gypaka. CTapuk oH, No rryrnocTu CBOEN. ..
CrapocTa, ogHako, He 3acTaBuil NOBTOPATb NpuKas 1 ¢ 3aBMAHbIM camoobnagaHnem
HEeTOPONIIMBO NOAHSANCS 3a CTONIOM, HaJen B pykasa Tynyn. bbinl OH coBceM ceion 1, HECMOTPS
Ha roabl, 60MbLUIOW M NNEYUCTLIN — BCTaB, 3aCNOHW COBOM BECb Yron C MKOHaMMW.

— 3amonyn! — npukasan oH xeHe. — Hy!

BuaHo, cTapocTmnxa npusbIkna K NOCryLwaHnio — BCXIUMHYMa Hanocneaok 1 noganacs 3a
3aHaBecky. CtapocTa oCTOpOoXHO, 6yaTo 60siCb YTO-TO 3a4€eThb, BbiNe3 U3-3a cTona.

— Hy 410 X, Bonsa Bawa. bente! He BbI, Tak gpyrue.

BOH, — OH KOPOTKO KMBHYIT Ha MPOCTEHOK, — CTaBUIN yXXe, CTPENANN.

Pbi6ak HeBONbHO B3rNsHyI, KyAa yKasblBan X038uH; AeNCTBUTENBHO, HA 6enon cTeHe y OkHa
YepHerio HECKONBbKO Ablp — MOXO0Xe, OT NyIib.

— K710 cTtpenan?

COTOBbLIN KO BCEMY, XO35UH HEMOABMXXHO CTOSN Ha cepeanHe nsbbl.

— A Takue, Kak Bbl. Bogkn Tpebosanu.



Pbibak BHyTpeHHe nepeaepHyncs: OH He XoTen ynogobnarbcs koMy-1o. CBOM HaMepeHusi OH
cuuTan cnpaBeanvBbIMKU, HO, 0BHAPYXMNB YbW-TO, NOXOXMNE Ha CBOW, BOCNIPUHMMAr COBCTBEHHbIE
yXXe B HECKOMNbKO ApYyromM ceeTe. U B TO e BpeMs He Bepunoch, 4Tobbl cTapocTta ero obmaHbiBan
— TaKknum TOHOM He BPYT. TUXOHLKO BCXNUMbIBas, U3-3a 3aHaBECKM BbIrmnsagbiBana crapoctuxa. Ha
ckameike, cropbuBLLNCL, Kawwnsan COTHUKOB, HO OH HU OAHMM CFIOBOM He BMELLancs B ero
pasroBoOp C XO35IMHOM — KaXeTCH, HanapHUKy 6bin1o He 4o Toro.

— Tak. KopoBa ectb?

— EcTb. Noka 4to, — 6€e30 BCAKOro uHTEpeca kK HOBOMy 060pOTYy Aena OTPELLEeHHO OTBETUN
cTapocTa.

CrapocTuxa nepecrtana BCXNuUnblBaTb 1 3aTUXra, NpUCyLIMBasCh K pa3roBopy. Pbibak
pasgymbiBan: 6bi10 BeCbMa cobnasHUTENbHO NPUrHaTh B fIeC KOPOBY, HO, NOXarnyu, oTcioga
OyaeT ganeko, MOXHO He ycneTb A0 yTpa.

— Tak, nownw!

OH 3aknHyn 3a nneyo kapabuH, cTapocTa MOKOPHO HaAenN CHATYIO C rBO3A4 Lanky 1 Monya
pacnaxHyn asepb. Hanpaensasch 3a HUM, Pbibak knBHyn COTHMKOBY:

— Tbl nogoxau.



4

Kak Tonbko ABepb 3a HUM 3aTBOpUNachk, Xo3siika bpocmnack K nopory.

— On, 6oxeuka! Kyaa xe oH ero? O, 3a 4to xe oH? Oi, rocnoau!

— Hasapn! — xpunno Bbigasun COTHUKOB U, HE MOAHUMANACh CO CKaMbW, BbITSHYN HOTY,
nperpaxagas nyTb K ABepu.

YKeHwmHa ncnyraHHo octaHoBunacb. OHa TO BCxnunbiBana, TO CMofKana, Hanps»XeHHO
NpUCNyLWnBasACh K 3Bykam n3BHe. COTHMKOB MNOXO YIIOBUIT CMbICI HeaBHEro 34ecb pa3rosopa,
HO TO, YTO OLUSIO A0 ero 3aTyMaHEeHHOro ropsiykon Co3HaHus, AaBano OCHOBaHWE AyMaTb, YTO
Pbibak, HaBepHOe, NPUCTPENUT CTapOoCTy.

Ho wno Bpems, a BbicTpena He 6bin0. 3akpbiBas poT yronkom nnaTka, XXeHLMHa Bce oxana u
npuumtana, a CoTHMKOB cMaen Ha ckaMbe U cTeper, YTobbl OHa He BbICKOYMMa BO ABOP — HE
nogHana 6l kpuk. YyBcTtBoBan oH cebsa nnoxo. [loHnman kawenb, odeHb Gonena ronoea, Bo3ne
ropsver neun ero 6Gpocano To B Xap, TO B XOnoa,.

— CbIHOK, fau xe g Bbiiay! [lar rmsHy, 4To OHK Tawm...

— Heyero rnageTsb.

YKeHwmHa cneno knganacb B nonympake nsbbl, Bce npuyntasi, HaBepHo, YToObl pa3xanobuTb ero
S npopBaTbCs K ABepyu. HO HMYero He BbIMAET, OH HE NoadacTcsa Ha 9Ty ee nNpuuntTaHnsa. OH oYeHb
XOPOLUO NMOMHUI, KaK NPOLUSbIM IETOM ero YpesmepHas JOBEPUYMBOCTb K TAKOW e BOT TeTKe eaBa
He cTouna emy XmsHu. N Ta ¢ Buay Toxe cama npocToTa, ¢ 6rnaroobpasHbimM nnuom, B 6enom
nnaToyke Ha rosose.

Bbiigs 13 necka, OH cpa3sy 3aMeTun ee cpeaun CBEKONbHOM BOTBbI Ha Oropoae v nogyman: BoT
xopowo! OHa ykaxeT, Kak nonacTb Ha Tpony Yyepe3 60noTo YepHble Bbiropbl, KOTOpoe, kak
ckasanu emy BYepa, MOXHO NePENTU, NULLb pasbiCKaB egUHCTBEHHYHO TPOMKy, 6epyLlyo HavYano
BOT OT 9TOW AepeBHU.

OH BbIGpancsa n3 MOKpOro KyCTapHuka v B4OMb NOIOCKN POCIION KOHOMMAW, HAKEM HE 3aMeYeHHbIN,
6nM3Ko NoaoLIen K Heil, COCpPeaoTOYEHHO KonynaBLlencs B rpsakax. [1o cux nop ero rnasam
BMAONTCA ee NOAOTKHyTas TeMHas obka, 6enble, He3aropesLUME MKPbI HOT U Kakas-TO NMOHOLLEeHHas
KypTKa C 3annaTtkolo Ha nneve. XXeHwwmHa nomana 60TBy u He cpady yBuaena ero. OH caepxaHHo
no3gopoBarcs, U OHa, K YAUBINEHUIO, HE Ucnyranacb, TOSbKO NPUCTanbHO Brasaenach B HEro,
cnywas n 6yaTo He NOHMMasi ero Takown NPOCTON NPOCLObI.

[MoToM OHa BCe OYEeHb TOMKOBO O6BbACHMMNA — U Kak NONacTb Ha TPOMUHKY WU NEPENTU KNaaKu, 1 no
KaKyto pyKy OCTaBWUTb XBOWHbIN FPpyaoK, YTOObI HEe yroanTb B TpsicuHy. OH nobnarogapun un xoten
yXXe ATW farnblue, Kak OHa, OrNsHYyBLUUCE, cka3ana: «lloroan, HaBepHoe e, ronogHbIny, —
TOPONANBO Cnoxuna B nogon 60TBy 1 noeena ero No mexe Ha ycaabby. M Hago xe 6bino emy
cornacutbca! Ho oH n B camom aene, Kak BECEHHWUIA BOMK, Oblf1 BEIMOPEH rofIo40M U NOKOPHO
noLuen 3a HewW, pafoCTHO NpPeaBKyLLasi CbITHbI AepeBEeHCKUI 3aBTpaKk.

[Moka OHM WK, OHa Tak e NnackoBo obpallanack K HEMY «CbIHOK» W eLle, MOMHWA, pa3a ABa
Ha3Bana ero «ropoTHUYKOM» — OblfT OH HEBPUTBIN, KaK N cendac, HeyMbITbIN, MOKPbI NO KOMNEHU
OT poCbl 1 BOOOLLE BECbMA Xarnkuin Ha Bua. PasroBapmBaTb No-34elHEMY TOXE HE YMEN U CKPbITb
CBOE SIBHO apMerCKoe NponcxoxaeHne He mor — cpaady 6bino BugaTh, KTO OH 1 oTkyaa. Opyxus B
TO BPEMS Y HEFO HUKAKOro He BbINo — MWLLb HaKaHyHe YyAOM yAanoch u3bexartb CMepTu, korga
y>Xe He OCTaBasiocb Manenwen Hagexabl CrnacTuch. ..



CrapocTnxa Tem BpeEMEHEM BCE HE MOrfa yCNnoKoUTbCS, MeTanacbk no usbe n nnakana.

— CblHOYeK, HY Kak e 3T0? OH Xe ero 3acTpenur!

— Hapo 661110 paHbLle 0 TOM AymaTb, — XONOAHO cka3an COTHUKOB, CTapasiCb NpUCIyLLaTbCA K
3BYyKaMm CO ABopa.

— A, Oetouka, passe s He roBopuna, passe mano npocuna! Ha kakoe e nmxo emy 6bino
6paTtbca? bbinm koTopble NOMonoxe. Ho xopoLume cammn He XxoTenn, a HeaobpbIx Noagn 6oaAnNuchk.
— A ero He 6odaTca?

— [MeTpa? AR, Tak ero xe TyT BCe 3HAIOT, Mbl X€ TYT BECb BEK CBOW XXMBEM, HaLLIEe BOH POOHU
noncena. OH Xe cTapaeTcs KO BCEM MO-XOPOLLEMY.

— Tak yX n no-xopowuemy!

— MoxeT, un He coBceM Tak. MoxeT, n npasga TBOS!, CbIHOK, — HE BbIXOAUT KO BCEM MO-
xopowemy. Ero xe 3actaBnatoT: To xneb coan, To o4exKy kakyto cobepu, To Ha gopory
NpUKasbIBaOT BbIFOHATb CHEr YNCTUTb. A OH Xe rge Bo3bMeT — ngen Hago npuHyxaaTts. CBomx
Xe obupathb.

— A Bbl kak gymann? Ha To 1 okkynaHTbl, 4To6 rpabuTsb.

— ['pabaT. A kak xe? Utob nx 6or orpabun! Npuexanu Ha malnHax, nobpanu ceuHen. A y Hac
Tenky 3abpanu. [oBopAT: cbiH B KpacHor Apmun, Tak 4To6 BUHY crinaantb nepeq Fepmanuen.
U106 OHa ACHbIM OrHem cropena, Ta ux 'epmaHus!

«[MpoknuHan, HO He o4YeHb s noBepto Tebe», — coHHO ayman COTHWUKOB, He yOMpas BbITAHYTOM
Horn. lNMomHUTCA, Ta TOXe roBopuna YTo-To Npo NepmaHuio, Noka cobmpana emy Ha CTon u pesana
xneb. Heckonbko pas Bbiberana B ceHa 3a canomM U MOSIOKOM B KyBLUMHE, @ OH CUAEN Ha CKaMbe Y
cTona u, rnoTas CritoHy, JoXuaarncd, aypak, yroweHus. lNpasga, ogHaxabl eMy nocnbIWwanoch,
OyATO B CEHSIX KTO-TO TUXO OTO3BArICs, NOTOM AONETEN KOPOTEHBKUIA LWENOT, HO TYT XK€ OH y3Han B
HEM COHHbIN ronoc pebeHka n ycnokouncs. [1a n xosanka BepHynacb B 30y CNoKorHas n no-
npexXHeMy fackoBas, Hanuna emy KpyXKy MOroka, Hapesarna cana, U ero, MOMHUTCS, MOYTU YTO
pacTporana ata ee gobporta. [10ToM OH C XXagHOCTbIO en xneb ¢ canom, 3annBasi ero MOSIOKOM, U
Tak, HaBepHoe, nponan 6bl HM 3a 4YTO, eCcnNn Bbl KAKON-TO MHCTUHKTUBHBIN, 6€3 BUOUMOW NPUYNHBI,
NCNyr He 3acTaBun ero B3rNsAHyTb B 3aCMOHEHHOE LBETaMm OKHO. M1 oH obmep B pacTepSAHHOCTMU:
no ynuue GbICTPO WM ABOE C BUHTOBKaMM, Ha UX pyKaBax 6enenun noBssku, a psaom, 06bscHSs
4yTO-TO, 6exana maneHbkas, NeT BOCbMU AEBOYKA.

XKanb, y Hero Torga oTHANCA A3blK U OH HAYEro He cKasarl TOM NTaCKOBOW TeTKe, — OH TOJbKO
OTTOJNIKHYN ee OT ABepu 1 BelleHo pBaHyn Ha oropos, Yepes 3abop Ha BbIroH, B oBpar. C3agu
CTPeNnAnu, Kpuyanu, pyranucb. Ye, HaBepHO, B OBpaXKKe OH paccrbilan cpeau Apyrux ronocos
KPUKNUBBIA, COBCEM HEMOXOXWNN Ha NPEXHUI FONOC TOW XEHLUHbI — OHa nokasbliBana nonuuasm,
rae OH CKPbINICH B KyCTapHUKE.

A Tenepb BOT N 3Ta — «CbIHOK», «4€TOYKay...

CTtapocTuxa He chblla HAYero CTpaLwHoro co ABopa, HEMHOro yCrnokounach 1 npucena nepeg
HUM Ha KOHeL, CKaMbW.

— [leTouka, 3TO e Henpasaa, YTO OH Mo cBOeK Bone. Ero xe TyTtowHne myxukun ynpocunu. OH,
Kak >xe oH He xoTen! A TyT Bymara 1n3 paioHa npuvLuna — CTapoCT Ha COBeLlaHne Bbi3biBanu. Ay
Hac, B JlacuHax, eLle HMKakoro ctapocTbl HETY. Hy, MyXuku n roBopsat: «am Tbl, NeTpo, Tbi B
nneHy 6b1n». A OH 1 B3anpaeay B Ty, HUKOMAEBCKY0, ABa roaa B nneHy Obin, y Hemua paboTtan.



«Tak,

— roBop4T, — Tebe nX HOPOB 3HAKOM, MOTEPNN KaKMX Napy Mecsaues, NOKa HalM BEpPHYTCS. A TO
Byauny noctasat — 6eapbl He obepelbes». byauna aToT Toxe 13 J1acuH, nnoxon — crpax. [o
BOVIHbl KAKMM-TO Ha4arnbHMKOM paboTan, No AepeBHSM pasbesxan — eLle Toraa ero My>xmuku
B6oanuck. Tak OH Tenepb Hawen MecTo B Nnonmumn. Bnes kak CBUHbS B NyXYy.

— [NoxpeTtca nynu.

— W nycTb, 4epT 6bl N0 HeM nnakan... Tak ato lNeTpa, Aypaka, u yroBopunu, nowen B MeCTeYKo.
Ha cBoe nunxo, Ha roptowko ceoe. A Tenepb pasBe eMy XO4eTCH HEMELIKMM Xoryem ObITb?
Kaxabin eHb 60Xnin rpo3aTtcsd, Kkpuyat ga elle HaraHoMm B 100 ThidyT, TO BOAKM TpebytoT, TO ele
yero. [NepexnBaeT oH, He gan 6or.

CoTHMKOB cugern, NpUrpeBLUMCh BO3Ne Neyun, U, MyuYUTENbHO HaNpsrascb, CTaparncs He YCHYTb.
MpaBga, 6opoTbCA C 4PEMOTON €My NOMOran Kallenb, KOTOpbI TO OTCTaBasn Ha MUHYTY, TO
HaumMHan 6uTb Tak, YTO KONosno B Mo3ry. CTapoCTuxy OH crywian n He cnylwarn, BHUKaTb B ee
Xanobbl y Hero He 6bino 0xoTbl. OH HE MOr COMYBCTBOBATb YEMOBEKY, KOTOPbIN COrnacuncs Ha
CNy>X0y y HEMUEB M TaK UMM MHAYe UCNONHAN 3Ty cnyx0By. To, YTO y HEro HaXOAMMUCh KakMe-To K
TOMy onpaBgaHus, mano Tporano COTHUKOBA, YXXe 3HaBLLEro LieHy Takoro poga onpasgaHnam. B
XecTtokor 6opbbe ¢ dhalm3mMom Henb3s ObINO NPUHUMATL BO BHUMAHWE HUKaKUE, AaXe camble
YBaXUTENbHbIE, MPUYUHBI — NOBEaUTb MOXHO ObINO NULWE BONPEKM BCeM npuynHam. OH NoHAN
3TO C caMoro nepBoro 605 1 Bcerga npuaepKueancs UMeHHo 3Toro yoexaeHus, 4to, B CBOO
oyepeab, BO MHOrOM MOMOIS1I0 EMY COXPaHUTb TBEPAOCTb CBOUX NMO3ULNIA BO BCEX CITOXHOCTSX
3TOW BOWHBI.

CnoxBaTtumBLUKCb, 4TO ApemneT, COTHMKOB NOMbITancsa NOAHATLCA, HO ero Tak NoBesno no n3be, 4To
OH efBa He ygapuricst 0 CTeHy. X0341ika, cama UCNyraBLUMCh, KOe-Kak noaaepkana ero, u oH
nogobpan ¢ nona BUHTOBKY.

— @y, yept!

— CbIHOK, fa 4T0 e 910 ¢ Tobon? [a Tbl ke 6onbHon! Ax 6oxeuka! B xapy Becb! Tebe xe
nexartb Hago. BoH kak xpunuT Bce B rpyau. [Nogoxan, nocnam, 9 3enbs CKOPEHbKO 3aBaplio. ..
OHa ¢ NCKpeHHel rOTOBHOCTBIO MOMOYb, IOPKHYSa B 3aneYek, 3awymena Tam 4yem-T1o. M oH
nogymarl, 4to, HaBepHO, U BNPSAMb €ro Aeno ApsHb, ecnv Tak 3abecnokonnacb dTa TeTka.

— He 6ecnokontecb, MHE HAYEro He Hago.

Emy 1 B camom gene He XOTenock YXXe HU MUTb, HN €CTb U HUYETO HE HY>XHO BbIfo, KpoMe Tenna u
MOKOS.

— Kak e He Hago, CbIHOK? Thl XXe XBOpbIN, pa3Be He BUAHO? A AaBHO yxe npumedaro. Ecnu,
MOXET, HeKoraa, To Ha MasniMHKM CyxOn, MOXeT, 3aBapuLlb rae-nmbo, nonbewb. A 3TO BOT
3€enbeuykKo...

— Hwuyero He Hapo.

OHa coBana emy 4TO-TO 13 MELLOYKOB, KOTOPbIE AOCTana ¢ neyn, a OH He XxoTen Huyero 6paTb. OH
He Xenan 9Tou TeTKe XOPOLLEro 1 NOTOMY He MOT COrflacuTbCs Ha ee COMYBCTBUE U ee NMOMOLLb. B
3TO BpPEMS B CEHAX 3acTy4anu, nocnbiwancs ronoc Peibaka, n B n3by 3arnsHyn crapocra.

— WNpawnTte, ToBapuLy 30BeT.

OH BCTan 1 ¢ rynom B ronose, WaTtascb OT crnabocTtu, Bbibpanca B TeMHble ceHn. CKBO3b
pacKkpbITY0 ABEPb HA CHEXXHOM ABOpe Obin BuaeH Poibak, y ero Hor nexana Ha cHery TeMHas



TyLLKa OBLbl, KOTOPYIO TOT, K&XETCs, cobmnpancsa NogHATb Ha Neyu.

— Tak. Tbl nan, — poBHbIM, 6€3 HEQABHEN HENPUA3HM rONOCOM ckasan Pbibak ctapocte, — un
npukpon asepb. Hevero rnsageTs.

CrtapocTta, noxoxe, XoTesn YTo-TO cKka3aTb, a, HaBepHO, pasgymarn U Mofiya NoBEPHYICA K JOMY.
CeHHas oBepb 3@ HUM MAIOTHO 3aKpbifiack, NOTOM CAbILWHO 6bINO, Kak CTYKHyna ABepb B U30y.

— Y70, oTnyckaewb? — cunno crnpocun COTHMKOB, KOrga OHW BABOEM OCTanucb nocpeau Asopa.
— A, 4epT C HuMm.

Pbibak cnnbHbIM pbiBKOM 3aBpocui Ha NneYyo OBLY W WarHyn 3a yron capasi, oTTyaa CBepHyn rno
LenMHe K 3HaKOMOMY ryMHY, KOCOBOKME MOCTPOMKN KOTOPOro TEMHENW HEBAANEKE Ha CHErY.
COTHMKOB noTawuncs crnegom.
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OHM Wwnun monya no NpexHUM CBOMM crnegam — vyepes ryMHo, BAOSb NPOBOSIOYHOM Orpagbl,
BbILUSIN HA CKIIOH C KycTapHukom. B gepeBHe Bce GbIno TUXO, HArAe He NPOrfisHYN0 HU NSATHbIWKA
CBEeTa U3 OKOH; B CyMepKax No-HOYHOMY COHHO Cepenn 3aCHEXEHHbIE KPbILLKW, CTEHbI, orpaapl,
AepeBbs B cagax. Poibak 6bICTpo Wwaran Bnepean ¢ 0BLOW Ha CNHE — OTKMHYTas rofioBa ee ¢
GenbiM NATHOM Ha N6y 6e3yyacTHo 6onTanack Ha ero nneye. Bpems, HaBepHO, nepeBanuso 3a
NosfHoYb, MecsL, B3obpancsa B camyto BbiCb Heba 1 TMXO Mepuan Tam B Kpyre cBeTnoBaTto-
TYMaHHOro mapeBa. 3Be3abl Ha HebGe NCKPUNUCH ApYe, HEXENU BEYEPOM, TPOMYE CKpUMNen CHer
nog Horamm — B camyto cuny Bxogun mMopo3s. Peibak ¢ coxaneHnem nogymar, YTO OHU BCE-Taku
3agepXanncb y CTapoCTbl, XOPOLLO €eLle, YTO HegapoM: OTAOXHYNN, 0b6orpennch, a rnaBHOE,
BO3BpaLLanncb He ¢ NycTbiMu pykamn. C 0BUbl, KOHEYHO, HE MHOrO AOCTaHeTCsa ANa ceMHaauaTtu
YenoBekK, HO MO KycKy Msica ByaeT. XoTa n ganekoBaTto, HO BCe-Taku pa3gobbinu, ceryac ycnetb
Obl NpUHECTN OO pacceeTa.

OH cnopo waran nog HoLWen, He CANLLKOM YXXe U OCTeperasiCb Ha 3HaKOMOM NyTW B HOYHOM MoOre.
Ecnu 661 He COTHMKOB, KOTOPOro HENb3s1 ObINO OCTaBNATb OAHOrO, OH Obl, HABEPHOE, YLUEN
paneko. Noxanyin, Bnepeble 3a 3Ty HOYb ¥ Pbibaka weBenbHyNoCb Nerkoe HeAoBObCTBO
HanapHMKOM, HO YTO NOAenNaeLlb: pa3se TOT BUHOBAT? Bnpoyem, mor 6bl rae-Hnbyab pasxunteca u
Gonee Tennon ogexkon n Toraa, HaBepHoe, 6bin 6bl 300pOB, a Tenepb BOT eLle 1 noMor 6bl HECTU
3Ty oBUy. NoHayany Ta nokasanacb COBCEM HETSXKENON, HO Kak-TO MOCTENEHHO cTana
HanNMBaTbCA 3aMETHbIM rPy30M, KOTOPbIA BCe Borblue AaBW Ha ero nneyun, 3actasnasa npurnbatb
ronosy, ot4yero 6bino HeyaobHo cMoTpeTb Bnepen. Puibak Hayan nepemelyaTb HOLWY C Nneya Ha
nneYyo: noka rpy3 6bi1 Ha OQHOM, APYroe HeAOosro OTAbIXano — Tak CTano nerye.

Ha xoay oH xopoLlo corperncs B TENIOM YepHOM nonyLy6ke, He4aBHO COBCEM €LLe HOBOM,
KOTOPbIN HEMSIOXO NOCIYXWUN emy B 3Ty CTyXy. be3 nonywy6ka oH 6bl, HaBepHO, nponan. A Tak u
nerko, n Tenno, n HageTb, U YKPbITbCH rae-HMbyab Ha Hounere. Cnacnbo aagbke AXpemy: He
noxanen, otaan. XoTs, KOHEYHO, y Axpema 6biiv CBOM Ha 3TO MPUYUHBI, U FNaBHAsA U3 HUX,
6e3ycnoBHO, 3akniovanach B 30ce, cepAaLe KOTOPON — 3TO OH 3Han TOYHO — OYEHb YXK
NPUKMNENO K HEMY, 3aBUOHOMY, HO TaKOMy HEAOMrOMY MO BOWHE MPUMaKy.

Hy uTto %, ecnu 6bl He BonHa! Bnpoyem, ecnu 6bl He BOKHA, rae Obl OH BCTpeTun ee, aTy 30CH07?
Kaknm obpasom cTtapLumHa cTpenkoBon poTbl Pbibak mor oka3aTtbca B Ton ux Kopueske —
ManeHbKOW, rNyxoBaTon AepeBeHbKe y neca? HaBepHO, 1 He 3arnsHyn Obl HUKOr4a B XXMU3HW,
pasBe 4YTo nNpoexan HeBaaneke 60ONbLIAKOM BO BPEMS OCEHHUX YYEHUN, U TONBbKO. A TYT BOT
NPULLNOCL NPUTALWMTLCS C PAHEHOW HOron, TONCTO OOMOTaHHOW FPA3HON COPOYKOM, MOMPOCUTHLCS
B N30y — 6osncs, AgHEM HaYHYT e3aUTb HEMLbI U 3a 300POBO XMBeLwb noabepyT ero Ha gopore. C
paccBETOM OHM U B CaMOM Jeflie Ha MOTOLMKNax U BEPXOM Havanun obbesxaTb 3aBaneHHoe
Tpynamu none 60s1, HO B TO BpeMsI OH YXe Obln HaAeXHO NpunpsATaH NoA Ky4yern ropoxoBUH B
nyHbke. AXpeM n 3ocbka Kapaynunun ero gHem n Houbto — cbepernu, He Bbiganu. A noTom... A
NMOTOM BOKPYT BCE YTUXII0, BOABOPWIACh HOBas, HEMeLKasi, BNacTb, HE CTano CrbILWHO Aaxe
apTUNNEPUNCKOro ryna HoYbto; B6biNno 04eHb TOCKNMBO. Kasanock, Bce NpexHee, AN Yero OH Xun
N cTapancs, pyxHyno Hascerga. O4yeHb ropbko emy 6binio B TO BpeMS, U TOraa eANHCTBEHHOM
yTEXOW B €ro NoTanHom gepeBeHCKOM XN3HU cTana nyxrneHbkas, rnackosas 3ocbka. M To
HeHagonro.



300p0oBbe HUKOrga He NoABOAUITIO ero, MOroka U CMeTaHbl XBaTarno, paHa Ha Hore 3a Mecsu, Koe-
KaK 3axkuna v nuwb cnerka HanommHana o cebe npu xoapbe. OH Bce 6onblue HavyMHan gymatb O
TOM, Kak 6bITb ganbwe. OcobeHHO Koraa y3Han, YTo nocne feTHUX yCnexoB HemMeL, HEOXMAaHHO
3acTtpsan nog MockBown, 1, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Tpyounu, ByaTo GonblUEBUCTCKasA cTonumua Co AHA
Ha aeHb naget, Poibak gyman: HaBepHo, ewe nogepxutca. Mocksa He KopuyeBka, 3alwmtnTb ee,
noxarnyw, cbileTca cuna.

A TyT 06BbSABUNUCH OPYXKKK, TAKNE XKe, KaK OH, OKPY>KEHLbl — KTO BbI3JOPOBEB OT paH, KTO NPOCTO
ONpaBUBLLNCL MO XyTOpam U ceriam OT NepBOro LWokKa pasrpoMa, — Havanm cxoguTbCes,
AoroBapuBaTbCsl, NOBbITACKMBaNM NpunpsaTaHHoe opyxue. Pewmnu: Hago nogasatbCs B Nec,
CKOJTbKO MOXHO CUAETb N0 KPECTbAHCKMM 3aKyTkaM Bo3ne gobpocepaeydHbix MONOOOK,
HepacnMCaHHbIX N HEBEHYAHHbIX AePEBEHCKMX XeH. M nownu.

Hesecenbim 66110 ero npowarme ¢ Kopyeskoi. lNMpaeaa, oH He cTan, Kak gpyrue, obMaHbiBaTb
Unn, eLle xyxe, yxoguTb TaAnkoM — 0O BACHUN BCE Kak ObIno, 1, K yAUBIEHWUIO, €r0 NMOHANWU, He
obuaenuck 1 He oTroBapmBanu. 30CbKa, NpaBaa, BCNnakHyna, a aaapka Axpem ckasan: «Pas
Hago — Tak Hago: 4eno BoeHHoe». W oH, n TeTka MaHyna cobpanu ero Kak cbiHa, KOTOPOro y HUX
He 6bino. Peibak noobewwan gasaTtb 3HaTb 0 cebe 1 HaBeablBaTbCA Npu cryyae. OgHaxabl 1
HaBearncs, B KOHLle OCEHU, a MOTOM CTaso Janeko — a rnaBHoe, He TAHYNO: HaBEPHO, OTBbIK, YTO
nm? A MoxeT, He BbIno TOro, YTO NPMBOPAXKMBAET BCEPbE3 U HAJO0MNIO, @ Tak — NOABUIOCS,
neperopeno n otowno. Y1 oH o Tom He xanen, cobon 6bin goBoNeH — He obmaHbIBan, He nran,
MOCTYNWUIT YECTHO N OTKPLITO. MNMyCTb NtoaN CyaaT Kak 3HatoT, ero e coBecTb nepef 3ocen Gbina
NoOYTN YNCTOM.

OH He nobun NPUYNHATL NIAAM 3510 — 0BWXKaTb HEB3HAYaM UM C YMbICIIOM, He Tepnen, korga
Ha Hero Tavnu obuay. B apmuun, npasaa, TpyaHO G6bino obonTuch 6€3 Toro — cnyyanochb, un
B3bICKMBaJ, HO cTapancs, 4Tobbl BCce BbIrNa4eno no-xopowemy, paan nonb3bl cnyxobl. Tenepb
31101, 3My4eHHbIV NpocTyaon COTHUKOB yNPEKHYN ero B TOM, YTO OTNYCTU, HE Haka3san
cTapocTy, HO Pbibaky cTano NnpoTMBHO Haka3sbliBaTb — YE€PT C HUM, NYCTb XnBeT. KOHEYHOo, K Bpary
cnepoBano OTHOCUTLCS 6e3 BCAKOW XKanocTu, HO TyT NONYyYUoCh Tak, YTO OYEHb YXX MUPHBIM, MO-
KPEeCTbAHCKM 3HAaKOMbIM nokasancs emy a71oT [NeTp. Ecnu 4To, NyCcTb €ero HakaxyT apyrue.

B n3be, noka wen HenpuATHbIM pa3roBop, Y Puibaka eLye 6bino Kakoe-To enaHne npoyynTb
CTapoCTy, MO NOTOM, KOrfa 3aHANmMCcb OBLOW, 3TO €ro XenaHue nocterneHHo ncyesno. B capae
MUPHO U BYAHNYHO Naxfo CEHOM, HABO3OM, CKOTOM, TPU OBLibl UCMYTraHHO KMAanuchb U3 yrna B
yron: ogHy, ¢ 6enbiM NATHLIWKOM Ha noy, NeTp cnoBuuncs yaepxaTtb 3a LWEPCTb, U TOraa OH
NOBKO U CUNbHO 06XBaTWN €€ LWeto, NOYYBCTBOBAB KaKyo-TO NONy3abbITyto pagocTb 400bIYN.
[MoTom, noKa OH Aepykan, a XO3s1H pe3an en ropsio 1 oBua bunacb Ha CONoOMe, B KOTOPYHO CTeKan
py4yeek napHOu KPpOBU, B €ro YyBCTBaxX BO3HUKIO NaMATHOE C AeTCTBa OLLyLeHMe MyriivBou
pagocTu, Korga B KOHLE OCEHM OTeL, BOT TaK e pe3an ogHy unu Ase OBUbl Cpasy, 1 OH, Byayun
noapocTKoM, nomoran emy. Bce Gb1no Takmm xe: 1 3anaxu B CKOTHOM capae, U MeTaHune B
npeacMepTHOM Ucryre oBel, U Teprkas NapHOCTb KPOBU Ha MOPO3e. ..

Mone, Ha KoTopoe Pbibak cBepHYN OT KyCTapHMKa, OKa3anoCb HEOXMAAHHO LUMPOKUM U OSIMHHBIM:
HaBEpPHO, OKOJIO Yaca OHW LK No ero uenuHe. Poibak He 3Han TOYHO, HO YyBCTBOBAr, YTO rae-To
Ha nx NyTn gomkHa ObiTb Aopora, Ta camasi, No KOTOPOW HEZONIO OHW LWAW Coga, NOTOM HAa4YHETCH
CKIMOH B CTOPOHY peykn. OQHaKo NpoLusio MHOMO BpeMEHU, OHU OTMEpPUnn KnnoMmeTpa asa, ecnm



He Bonblue, a JOpOorK Bce He BbINo, N OH Havyan onacaTbCs, YTO OHM MOTMN NEPENTUN ee, He
3ameTuB. Toraa HeTpyaHo BbINo NOTEPATL HanpaBeHne, He BOBPEMS NOBEPHYTL BIEBO, B
HWU3KHY. MN0X0, YTO 3Ta MECTHOCTbL Oblna emy Mano 3HakoMa U OH Aaxe He paccnpocus o Hen y
MEeCTHbIX NapTu3aH B necy. lNpaBaa, Toraa oH He gymarn, 4To UM npuaeTcsa 3abpecTtn Tak ganeko.
Pbibak octaHoBuncs, nogoxaan COTHUMKOBA, KOTOPbIWA, OTCTaB, 06ECCUNEHHO TaLLMICA B CyMpake.
Ha mecsuy Hannbina cnsas NnoTHasa Mrna, Hodb NOTEMHEnNa, B4anu U BOBCE HUYEro Henb3s Obino
pasnuuntb. OH cOpocun Ha CHer OBLY, NONOXUN Ha ee 6OK kapabuH 1 ¢ obneryeHmem pacnpasun
HaTpyXXeHHble nnedn. MuHyTy cnycTsa 3anneTarLwmnmMca warom K Hemy nputawmunca COTHUKOB.

— Hy kak? Huyero?

— 3HaelWb... Tbl yX Kak-HMOyab. CerogHst 1 He NOMOLLHMK.

— INagHo, obongeTcsa, — oTcanbiBasCb, ckaszan Poibak n nepesen pasroBop Ha gpyroe: — Tbl He
NpUMeTUI, Mbl NPaBUIbHO Naem?

Tspkeno gbiwa, COTHMKOB MOCMOTPEN B HOYb.

— Bpogae 6bi npaBunbHo. Jlec Tam.

— A popora?

— Tyt roe-1o n gopora. Ecnu He ceepHyna kyaa.

O6a monya Brnsgenvcb B CyMepeydHyto CHEXHYIO Aarb, U B 3TO BPEMS B LUYMHOM NOpbIBE BETPa
NX HanNpPsXXeHHbIN CryX YNoBWI KakoW-TO Jarnekun HeACHbIM 3BYK. B cnepytolee MrHoBeHne crano
MOHSITHO, YTO 3TO YyTb CNbIWHbIA TONOT KOMbIT. O6a Bpa3 NOBEPHYNNCL HABCTPEYY BETPY M HE Tak
yBUAENW, KaK yraganu B Cymepkax efBa 3ameTHoOe, HesicHoe ewle aBmkeHne. Cnepsa Poibaky
nokasanocb, YTO UX JOTFOHSIOT, HO TYT € OH MOHSAM, YTO eAyT He BAOrOH, a CKopee Hanepepes,
HaBepHO, NO TOW camoun Aopore, KOTOPYK OHU He Hawnu. OwWyTuB, Kak pPOrHyno cepgue, oH
CKOPEHbKO 3aKunHyN 3a nne4vo kapabuH. OgHako TyT e YyTbe NoAcKasano emy, 4To eayT B
oTAaneHun u MMMo, npasaa, OCTaHYTCS S OHU HE3aMeYeHHbIMU, OH ONpeaenuTb He Mor. U oH,
HarHyBLUMCb, CUMbHbIM PbIBKOM OMATb BCKMHYN Ha ceba kocmaTyio Tywy oBupbl. [one
NoAHMMANoCh Ha NPUropoK, HAZOo ObINOo Kak MOXHO BbiCTpee nepebexatb ero, n Toraa 6eol,
HaBEePHO, UX yXXe He yBuaenu.

— [aBsan, nasawn! berom! — Herpomko kpukHyn oH COTHMKOBY, C MecTa nyckasicb B Oer.

Horu ero cpasy obpenu nerkocTb, TeNO, Kak BCErga B MUHYTbl OMACHOCTU, CTano JIOBKAM U
cvnbHbIM. M BOpyYr B NSTK Wwarax oT cebsa oH yBuaen 4opory — pasbes3eHHbIe ee Konen
HaWCKOCb rnepecekanu ux nyTb. Tenepb yKe cTano NoHATHO, YTO 3TO Ta camasd gopora, rno
KOTOPOW exanu, OH B3rfsHYyN B CTOPOHY M OTYETNUBO YBUAEN Nnoofanb TYCKIble NOABUXHbIE
NATHA; ObIN CNbIWEH HEFPOMKMIA NEPE3BOH YEro-TO U3 YNPSXKN, CaHN YBEPEHHO NPUBIMXKanuCsb.
CoBnagas € KOPOTKMM 3amellaTenbCcTBOM, Phibak, 6yaATo 3aMMHMpPOBaHHYO Nonocy, nepedexan
3Ty MPOKIATYIO JOPOry, TaKk HEOXMUAAHHO U HE KO BpeMeHN NOSABMBLLYIOCS nepesn HAMU, U TYT Xe
SICHO NOYyBCTBOBAr, YTO caenan He To. HaBepHo, Hago 6bl nogaTbCca Ha3azd, NO Ty CTOPOHY, HO
ObIN0 yXXe No3gHO 0 TOM K gymaTb. [ponambiBaa canoramm HacT, OH 6exan Ha NPUropok 1 ¢
3aMumpaHueM cepaua xaan, YTo BOT-BOT UX OKIMUKHYT.

Ewe He 0OCTUrHYB BEpPLUMHbI, 38 KOTOPOM HaYMHarncs cryck, oH cHoBa ornsHyncs. CaHu yxe
ABCTBEHHO ObInv BUAHbI HA AOpOre: Nx okasanocb ABOE — BTOPbIE NOYTM BNPUTLIK CreaoBanuy 3a
nepebiMU. HO cejOKOB NOKa eLle Henb3s 6bIN0 pasnuunMTb B CyMepKax, KpUKy Takke He 6bino
CIbILLHO, Y OH C ManeHbKOW, OYEeHb XeNnaHHOW Tenepb HageXxaou nogymar, 4to, MOXeT eLle, 9TO



KpecTbsiHe. Ecnn He OKNUKHYT, TO, HABEPHO, KPECTbSIHE — MO KaKOW-TO NPUYMHE 3ano3ganu B
HO4YM 1 BO3BpALLAOTCS B CBOK AepeBHI0. Torga HanpaceH aToT ero ucnyr. OGHageXXeHHbINn aTOoM
HEOXNOaHHOW MbICIbIO, OH CMOKOKMHEee pasa ABa BblOXHYN 1 Ha 6ery o6epHynca kK COTHUKOBY.
ToT, Kak Ha3no, WaTKo Tonan Hesaaneke, 6yaATo He B COCTOSHUN YyXXe NogHanpsaYvbCs, YTobbl
npobexaTtb Kaknx-HMbyab COTHIO LWAroB 4O BEPLUMHbI NPUropKa.

W Toraa HOYHYI0 TULLBL BCKOMbIXHYM 3101, YrPOXatoLLMA OKPUK:

— 3-an! A Hy cTou!

«Yepta c gBa Tebe cton!» — nogyman Pbibak n ¢ HoBon cunoin 6pocunca no cHery. Emy
OCTaBasoCb Y)Xe HEMHOrO, YTOObI CKPbITLCSA 3a NMOKaTOM CMHOW NPUropKa, Aanblue, KaxeTcs,
Ha4MHanca cnyck — tam 6bl OHW, HaBepHO, yLwnn: Ho MUMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT CaHmu
OCTaHOBWIINCb, N HECKOSIbKO rONIOCOB OTTyAa APOCTHO 3aKpu4ano BOOrOH:

— Cron! Cron! Ctpenate 6yaem! Cton!

B co3HaHun Peibaka MmenbkHyna ckBepHelias u3 mbicnen: «lonanucb!» — Bce cTano npocTo u
A0 aywesHou 6onm 3Hakomo. Peibak yctano 6exan no LWnpoKkoMmy Bepxy npuropka, My4ymTenbHO
CO3HaBasi, YTO rnaBHOE cenyvac — Kak MOXHO Aanblue yntn. HaBepHo, Ha nowaasix JOroHATb He
OyayT, a cTpenaTb NyCTb CTPENAIOT: HOYbIO HE OYeHb nonagewb. OBLYy, KOTOpasa Tak HEeKCTaTH
oKasanacb Tenepb Ha ero nnevax, OH, ogHako, He 6pocun — Tawun Ha cebe, He xenas
pacctaBaTbCA co crnabor Hagexaonm Ha TO, YTO eLle Kak-nmbo NpopByTCS.

Bckope oH nepebexan v npuropok 1 pasmallmMcTo NoOMYancs no ero o06paTtHOMY CKIOHY BHUS.
Horu Tak Hecnu ero, 4to Pbibak onacancs, kak 6bl He ynacTb ¢ Howen. Hemeuknii kapabuH 3a
cnvHon 6onbHO 6un no 6eapy NpPUKNagoM, TUXOHLKO

— 3BdAKanu B KapMaHax naTtpoHbl. Ele nsganu oH npyumeTnn Yto-To pacnnbiB4aTO-TEMHOE
Bnepeaun, HaBepHoO, ONSATb KYCTapHWK, U NOBEPHYN K HEMY. KprKkn no3aan yMOnKnu, BbICTPENOB
noka He 6b1510. Moxoxe 66110 Ha TO, YTO OHN C COTHUKOBBIM YXKE CKPbINIUCh U3 NONA 3peHns TeX,
Ha gopore.

Ho BOT CKNOH Npuropka okoH4uncs, ctan rnybxe cHer, n Pbibak, oxBayeHHbIi HOBOW 3ab60Ton,
rnsaHyn Ha3ag. COTHMKOB OTCTan Tak Aaneko, YTo NoKa3anochk: BOT-BOT €0 CXBATAT XUBbEM.
Brnpouem, TOT 1 Tenepb kak 6yaTo coBCceM He crnelwwmnn — He 6exan, a egsa Tawmnca B CHEroBomM
cympake. /I camoe ckBepHoe 6bIno To, YTO Pbibak HU4eM He Mor NOCOBUTb eMY, OH TOSbKO
6€e30CTaHOBOYHO CTPEMUIICSA BNEpea, TEM CaMbliM yBRnekas ToBapuwa. Hago 6bino gobexats o
KyCTapHUKa, KOTOPbI BPOAE yXKe Heaaneko YepHen Bnepeau.

— Crou! banguTckoe oTpoabe, cTon! — onsATb pa3ganucb €3agu yrpoxatrouime, ¢ pyratenbCTBOM
KpYIKW.

3HaunT, BCe-Takun AOroHs0T. He ornsabiBascb — Heyao6HO 6bIno ornsaHyTbCA ¢ oBLUOW, — Pbibak
Mo KpuKam NOHSAM, YTO Te YXKe Ha NPUropke un, HaBepHo, yenaenu nx. CrmwKoM HEBbIFO4HbIM
oKasanochb Mx nonoxeHune, ocobeHHo CoTHMKOBA, KOTOPOMY A0 KYyCTapHWUKOB eLle 6exaTtb u
6exaTtb. Hy uto X... Kak Bcerga, B MUHYTY HanbonbLuern onacHOCTU Kaxabli 3aboTuncs o cebe,
Gpan ceoto cyabby B cOGCTBEHHbIE pyKn. UTO A0 Pbibaka, TO KOTOpbIl yXXe pa3 3a BONHY ero
BbIpyYanu HOrw.

KyctapHuk, okasbiBaeTcs, 6bi1 3HaUMTENBHO Aanblue, YeM nokasanock B HouM. PeiGak He ogonen
eLle 1 NofoBMHbI MYTU K HEMY, Kak c3aam 3arpoxanu Beictpenbl. CTpenku 6binu, ogHako, 6onee
YeM HUKyAbILWHbIE, OH, HE OrNsaabIBasiCb, MOHAM 3TO MO TOMY, KaK Tyron CTPyHOW Hag HUM npoLuna



nyns. Cnuwkom BbICOKO MpoLusa, 3TO OH NOHAN TOYHO. M oH 3acTtaBun cebs nog Temu nynamm
pobexaTb 40 KyCTapHUKa.

HaBepHo, TyT HaumMHanock nyrosoe 60n0TLEe — Ha CHEXHOW paBHMHE OLLETUHWUIICS rOMbIMMI
BETBSMM OJfbLLIAHMK, B PbIXSIOM CHEry nog Horamm mMsarko 6yrpunucke Kovku. Peibak ynan B camom
Havane KyCTapHuKa, cBanum co cnuHbl oBuy. Noxanyi, Hago 6bino 6exatb ganbLue, HO Y HEero
y>Xe He ocTtaBanocb cun. C3agu BOBCIO LA NepecTpernka, U OH NOHSAM, YTO X 3agepKarn
CotHukoB. CHavana ato o6pagosano Poibaka: 3HaunT, oTopBarncs, Tenepb B KyCTapHUKE MOXHO
3anyTaTb CBOW cnepj u yutu. Ho npexae Hago 6bino ornagetbca. C kapabuHOM B pyKe OH
npuBCTan Ha KoneHsax u ysmaen sgany COTHUKOBA, KOTOPbIM cnabo weBenuncs nog cambim
npuropkoM. OgHako oTctoga CKBO3b CEPbIN CyMpaK HOYN HEBO3MOXHO ObINO NOHATL, KyAa OH
ABurarcs unu, MoXxeT, BOBCE CTOSAN Ha o4HOM MecTe. [locne Tpex-4YeTblpex BbICTPENOB C
npuropka oauH rpoxHyn 6nmke — B Hem Pbibak oTyeTnneo y3Han BoicTpen CoTHukoBa. Ho Bce-
TaKn Kakon CMbICI B UX MOMOXEHUN HAYMHATb NEPECTPenky ¢ nonuumen, atoro Poibak He 3Han.
HaBepHO, Hago BbINo Kak MOXHO CKOpee yXoAuTb — KYCTapHUK Ha UX NyTu No3sonwun Obl
oTopBaTtbCs OT npecnegosatenen. Ho CoTHMKoB ByaTO HE MOHMMaN 3TOro, NOXOXe, 3aner u gaxe
nepectan wesenutbcs. Ecnu 6bl He ero BbICTpernbl, MOXHO Bbino 6bl NogyMaTb, YTO OH yOuT.

A MOXET, OH paHeH?

Ot aton mbicnu Peibaky ctano He no cebe, HO YemM-nnbo nomoyb COTHMKOBY OH He Mmor. Monuuan
CBepxy, C NpUropka, HaBepHoe, OTANYHO BUOAT OOMHOKOrO Ha CHery 4YenoBeka, 1, XOTs Nnoka He
BeryT K HeMy — OHW, 6e3yCrnoBHO, pacCTpPensioT ero 3 BUHTOBOK. Ecnun xe Poibak 6pocuTcsa Ha
nomolLLb, yobtoT 060mMX

— B 9TOM OH ObIn yBepeH. Tak cny4nnocb BO BPeMS (PMHCKOW, KOrAa NPOKNATbIE KyKYLUKA
HabuBanu No YeTblpe-NATb YENOBEK 3@ MUHYTY, N BCE TEM e CaMbiM MPUMUTUBHBIM CMNOCOBOM: K
nepBoMy noacTtpeneHHomy 6pocancsa Ha BbIpy4Ky cocen no Lenu U TyT XKe NOXUICS pagoMm;
NOTOM K HUM MNON3 cnegyowmin. Ul kaxabin U3 aTux cneayrowmx NoOHUMar, 4YTo ero XaeT Tam, HO U
He Mor yaepXaTtbCsl, BUAs, Kak normbaeT ToBapuLy,.

3HauuT, NOKa eCTb BO3MOXHOCTb, HaAo yxoanTb: COTHMKOBA Yyxe He cnacelwb. Pewms Tak, Poibak
CKOPEHbKO 3abpocun 3a CnvHY KapabuH, pelunTenbHbIM YCUNnem B3Banun Ha nneyn osuy W,
CMOTbIKAsACb O KOYKM, NPUNYCTUNICA Kpaem 6onoTa.

HaBepHO, OH Aaneko yxe yLwen ¢ Toro Mecta u CHoBa BbIGunca u3 cun. BeicTpensl c3agm ctnxnu,
N OH, NPUCNYLUMBASACh K TULLIMHE, C HEACHBIM ObneryeHmem gymarn, 4To, no-BugumMomy, Tam Bce
yXXe KOHYeHo. Ho cnycTa MyMHYyTY unmn gse BbICTpenbl pa3ganuck cHoBa. babaxHyno Tpu pasa,
ofHa nyns ¢ 3aTyxalwLlwmm B13rom npowuna Hag 6onotom. 3Haumt, COTHUKOB eLe Xun. Y1 uUMeHHo
3TN HEOXMOAHHbIE BbICTPEblI 0TO3BanMch B Pbibake HoBow TpeBoron. OHM caepxusanu ero 6er u
Gyaopaxunu ero o60oCTpeHHbIe ONnacHOCTbIo YyBcTBa. OBUa BCe TSXernena, Noporn ee MSrkumn,
nogaTnMBbIv rpy3 Kasancs Yy>XUM 1 HenenbiM, U OH MeXaHU4ecKkun Tawun ee, Aymasa COBCEM O
Apyrom.

Uepes M1HYTY Brniepeam nokasancsa Hernyoboknin oBpaxek-npoMonHa, BO3MOXHO — Geper
3amep3Llen pevyLlikn. HaBepHo, cnegoBano NepenTn Ha Apyryto CTOPOHY, HO TosbKo Pbibak
CYHYNCS TyAa, Kak, MOCKOSb3HYBLUUCh, BbIMYCTUI HOLLY M Ha CMIWUHE CrOoMn3 Mo CHery 40 H13a.
BbipyraBumnce, Bckoumn, pasrpebas pykamu CHer, Bbibpancst HaBepx 1 BApYr OTYETIMBO MOHSAN,
YTO YXOAUTb HENb3s. Kak MOXXHO CTOMBbKO CUMbl TPATUTb Ha 3TY MNPOKNATYHO OBLY, €CNu TaMm



ocTtaBancs ToBapuwy? KoHeyHo, CoTHMKOB Oblin eLe 1B 1 HanomuHan o cebe BbicTpenamu. o
cyLecTBy, OH npukpbiBan Peibaka, Tem cnacas ero ot rubenu, Ho eMy camomy ObIfIo OYEHb
nnoxo. Emy yxe He BblbpaTbca. A Pbibaky Tak npocTo 6bI0 YT — BpsAa N ero Tenepb AOroHAT.
Ho 4To OH ckaxeT B necy?

Bca HenpurnsaHOCTL ero NpexHero HamepeHus ctana CTonb O4eBUAHOM, YTO Pbibak TMXo
BbIpyrarncs u B CMATEHUW OMYyCTUNCS Ha Kpan oBpaxka. Boanu, 3a KyctapHUKOM, rpOXHYN eLLe
OOWH BbICTpen, 1 BonbLue BbICTPENOB C NpUropka yxe He 6bino. «MoxeT, Tam 4To

n3MeHunocby, — nogyman Peibak. HacTynuna kakas-To Taryyas naysa, B Te4eHue KOTOPOW Yy
HEero oKkoH4yaTerNbHO CO3PENo HOBOE peLLEHME, U OH BCKOYMI.

Crapascb He paccyxaaTb 6onblue, OH BbICTPbIM LWaromM ABUHYICSA MO CBOEMY crieqy Hasaj,.
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COTHUMKOB HEe NMen HaMmepeHUsl HaYnMHaTb NepecTpesiky — OH NPOCTO ynar Ha CKIoHe, B rofiose
3aKPY>XUITOCb, BCE BOKPYT MONJIbINO, U OH UCNyrancs, YTo y>Ke He NOAHUMETCS.

OTcioga emy xopoLlo 6b1n10 BMAHO, kak Pbibak BHU3Y M30 BCeX CUM MYarncs K KyCTapHUKY, PyKu ero
no-npexHemy 6binu 3aHATbl Howen, 1 COTHUKOB He No3Basn €ro, He KPUKHYIM, NMOTOMY Kak 3Han:
crnacaTbCs yXXe no3gHo. 3aAblXxadCb OT YCTAaNoCTU, OH HENOABWXHO fexar B CHery, rnoka He
ycrbilwarn c3agu rosnioca v He MOHSM, YTO ero CKOpo CXBaTAT. Torga OH BbiTalwum U3 CHera
BMHTOBKY W, YTOObl HA MMHYTY OTOABUHYTb OT ceba TO camoe CTpaLlHOe, YTO AOMKHO ObIno
NPOU3OUTU, BbICTPENUN B CyMepKU. [1yCTb 3HAIOT, YTO Tak NPOCTO OH UM He JacTCs.

HaBepHo, ero BbICTpen NoAencTBoBar: OHM TaMm, B none, spoae 6bl ocTaHoBUNUCH. 1 OH
nogymari, YTo Hao BOCMNOSIb30BaTLCS CrlydaeM U BCe XKe MonbITaTbCs YATU. XOTSA OH U 3Har, 4To
LLIAHCbI €ro CAMLLIKOM HUYTOXHbI, OH BCE e COBnagan co cBoen crnabocTblo, HaNpAarcs u,
ONepLUMCb Ha BUHTOBKY, BCTar. B 9T0 BpeMsi OHM NOSABMIIUCb HEOXMAAHHO GfM3KO OT HEro — Tpu
HENOABWXHbIX CUyaTa Ha cepom ropby npuropka. HaBepHO 3ameTuB ero, KpanHUn cnpasa YTo-To
BCKPUKHYM, N COTHWUKOB, MOYTU HE LENAChb, BbICTpPEnun BTOpon pas. bbino BMAHO, Kak OHM Tam
LapaxHynucb OT ero nynu, Npuceny Unm NPUrHynncb B OXXnaaHnm HoBbIX BbiCTpernos. OH xe,
3arpebas Gypkamu CHer, LWaTKo 1 HeyBEPEHHO Nobexxan BHU3, Kaxayr CeKyHAy pUCKysl CHOBa
pacnnactaTbCs Ha 3aCHeXXeHHOM CKIoHe. Pbibak yxxe 6bin ganeko, o4 cambiM KyCTapHUKOM, U
CoTHukoB nogyman: MoxeT, ynget? OH u cam 13 nocnegHux cun ctapasncsa noganblue otéexarb
OT 3TOro NPUropka, HO He caenan u COTHU LWaroB, Kak c3agu NoYTU 3arnnom yaapunu BbiCTpensl.
HeckonbKo waroB oH eLe 6exan, y>xe 4yBCTBYS, YTO ynageT, — B NnpaBoM 6eape BApyr 3anekno,
nunkasa ropsiyas Mokpsab nononana no KoneHy B Oypok. Ele yepes HECKOMbKO LWaroB noYvtu
nepecTan 4yBCTBOBATb HOry, KOTopas ObICTPO TaxKenena u ¢ Tpyaom nogymHsanace emy. Yepes
MUHYTY OH PyXHyn Ha cHer. CunbHOM 60nK, ogHako, He YyBCTBOBar, ObISI0 TONBKO HECTEPMNMO
XapKo B rpyan 1 OYeHb XII0 Bbille KoneHa. B wraHuHe Bce cTano MokpbiM. HekoTopoe BpemMs
nexan, oo 6onun 3akycus rydy. B cosHaHun yxxe He BbIno cTpaxa, KOTOPbI OH NEPEXUN paHbLUe,
He BbINo Aaxe coXxaneHus — NPULLIO NuLb Tpe3Boe 1 ByaTo He ero, a Ybe-TO NOCTOPOHHEE,
Yy’>KOE M OTYETNINBOE NOHUMAHWE BCEN HEOTBPATUMOCTM cKopor rmbenn. Cnerka yanensino, 4To
OHa HacTurna ero Tak BHe3arHo, Koraa MeHblue Bcero ee xgan. CKonbko pa3 B camble
6e3BbIXOaHbIE MUHYTbI CMEPTb BCE-Takn ob6xoamna ero CTopoHon. Ho TyT 06oKTK yxe He morna.
C3aam onsTb NOCNbIWANMCh rofioca — HaBepHO, 3TO NpMbnmxkanucb nonuuam, YTodbl B3SiTb €ro
XVBbIM UM MepPTBbIM. VIcnbiTbiBad GbICTPO ycunmBatoLLytocst 605b B HOre 1 eaBa NnpeBo3moras
cnabocCTb, OH NPUNOAHANCA Ha pykax, cen. [Nonbl wuHenu, 6ypkn, pykasa 1 KoneHu Obinm rycto
BbIlBansiHbl B CHErYy, Ha LUTaHMHE Bbile KOfleHa pacnfbiBanocb MOKpPOe MATHO KpoBWU. Bripoyem, oH
yXe nepecran obpallatb Ha 9TO BHUMaHWe — ABMHYB 3aTBOPOM, BbIOpOCUN N3 BUHTOBKM
CTPENSAHYIO rnNb3y U A0CTarn HOBbIW NaTPOH.

OH cHOBa yBMaEeN TPOUX Ha CKITIOHE — OAWH Bnepeau, ABOe c3a4u, — HESICHbIE TEHN He OYEeHb
YBEPEHHO CnycKanuck ¢ npuropka. Cxxas 3yObl, OH OCTOPOXXHO BbITAHYN HA CHErYy paHEHYIo HOry,
ner n TwaTenbHee, Yem npexae, npuuenuncs. Kak Tonbko 3ByK BbiCTpena oTreTen Baanb, OH
yBUAEr; YTO TaM, Ha CKITOHe, BCe pa3oM ynanu, 1 cpasy e B HOYHOW TULLIMHE 3arpoxanu nx
rynkue BUHTOBOYHbIE BbICTpesbl. OH NOHAM, YTO 3adepxan ux, 3actaBun cyMTaTbCa C COBOM, 1
3TO BbI3BAso KOPOTKOE yaoBneTBopeHne. Paccnabnascb nocne 60n1e3HEHHOro HanpskeHus,



onycTtuncsa néom Ha npuknag. OH cnMWKOM ycTan, 4Tobbl HENPEPLIBHO CNeanTb 3a HAMU UMK
XOPOHUTLCS OT MX BbICTPENOB, N TUXO nexan, npubeperas octaTkv CBOein CoCOBHOCTM
BbICTPENuUTb eLe. A Te, ¢ npuropka, Apy>XHo 6unun no Hemy 13 BUHTOBOK. Pasa ABa oH ycnbiwan u
nynn — ogHa B3BU3rHyna Haj rofioBon, Apyrasa yaapwna rae-to nog NokoTb, 064aB NMLO CHErOM.
OH He noweBenunca — nycTb 6bt0T. Ecnn yb6b10T, Tak 4TO X... HO Noka »xwuB, OH nx k cebe He
NoAnyCTUT.

CwmepTun B 6010 OH He Bosncs — nepebosinca yxxe 3a eCATOK caMblX 6€3BbIXOAHbIX

NONOXEHU, — CTpaLLHO 6bINo cTaTb ANs APYrMx 00y301, Kak 9TO CIy4nnoch C X B3BOAHbLIM
KmaueHko. OceHbto B KpbPKOBCKOM fecy TOT Oblfl paHEeH OCKOMKOM B XMBOT, U OHN COBEPLLUEHHO
N3My4MnnUCh, NOKa Talmnun ero no 60n10Ty MUMO KapaTenen, Korga Kaxgomy Henerko 6bino
ybepeyb coBCTBEHHYIO ronosy. A Be4epom, Koraa Belbpanvce B 6e3onacHoe mecto, XKMayeHko
CKOHYarncs.

CoTHukoB 6orbLue Bcero 6051cs MMEHHO TakoW y4acTu, XOTS, KaXeTCH, Takasi ero MUHyer.
CnacTtucb, pasymeeTtcs, He npugetcs. Ho oH 6bin B CO3HaHUM U UMEN Opy>Xue — 3TO rnaBHoe.
Hora kak-To cTpaHHO MepTBena oT cTonbl A0 6eApa, OH yxXe He YyBCTBOBan M TeNoTbl KPOBW,
KOTOPOM, HAaBEPHO, HaTeKNo Hemaro. Te, Ha NPUropke, NOcne HECKONbKUX BbICTPENOB Tenepb
Bbbkugann. Ho BOT KTO-TO U3 HUX noaHsancs. OcTanbHble OCTanucb nexartb, a 3TOT OAMH YepHOWn
TeHblO BbICTPO cKaTUICA CO CKknoHa 1 3amep. COTHUKOB MOTAHYNCA pyKaMu K BUHTOBKE U
noYyBCTBOBAI, kak OH ocraben. K Tomy xe cunbHen ctana 6onetb Hora. boneno novyemy-To
KOMEHO M1 CyXOXunue nog HUM, XOTS Nyns nonana Bbiwe, B 6eapo. OH cxan 3ybbl 1 cnerka
NOBEpPHYICA Ha neBbl 60K, 4TOBbI C NPABOro CHATb YacTb HArpy3ku. B TOT xe MOMEHT Ha
NpUropke MernbKHyra ele ogHa TeHb — CAAeTCs, OHM TaM Mo BCEM Npasunam apMercKom
TakTuKn, nepebexkamu, npubnmxanucb kK Hemy. OH goXAancs, noka NoAHUMETCS TPeTur, n
BblCTpenun. BeicTpenun Hayrag, npubnnantensHo — MyLUKa 1 npopesb Obiny NoxXo pasnMynmbl
B CyMpake. B oTBeT onaTb 3arpoxanu BbICTPEerbl OTTyAa — Ha 3TOT pa3 OKOMo AecATKa, He
MeHbLUe. Korga BbICTpenbl YyTUXIN, OH BbiHYN U3 KapMaHa HOBYH0 060rMy 1 nepesapsaunn
BMHTOBKY. Bce-Taku natpoHbl Hago 6bino 6epeys, X 0cTaBanochb BCero NaTHaguathb.

HaBepHoe, MHOro BpemeHu OH npornexan B 3TOM CHery. Teno Hayano Mep3HyTb, Hora 6onena sce
BonbLue; OT CTYXM M NOTEPU KPOBK CTan AOHMMaTb 03HO6. Bbino o4eHb MyunTensHO xaaTb. A Te,
nocTpensB, CMOMKNKW, 6yATO Nponanu B HOYM — HUTAE Ha NPUropke He NOsIBUNIOCh HU OOHOM TEHW.
Ho oH yyBcTBOBan, 4YTO BPSA N OHW OCTaBAT €ro TyT — NOCTaparTCs B3ATb XXMUBbIM UMK
mMepTBbIM. /I OH nogyman: a MoXeT, oHu nognonsatoT? Vnu oH ctan nnoxo Bnaetb? OT cnaboctu
B rnasax Havanu MenbTeLWnTb TEMHbIE NATHA, cnerka notawHueano. OH ucnyrancs, YTo MOXeT
NoTepsATb CO3HaHMe, 1 Toraa Cny4yMTcsa TOo camoe xygllee, Yyero oH 6onblue Bcero 60ancs Ha aTon
BOMHe. 3Ha4yuT, nocrneaHee, Ans Yero oH AoMmKeH cbepeyb OCTaTKuU CBOMX MarblX CUM, — He
COaTbCH XMBbIM.

COTHUKOB OCTOPOXXHO MPUNOOHSM rONoBY — B MOPO3HbIX CyMepKax Brnepean YTo-TO MENbKHYIO.
YenoBek? Ho Bckope OH ¢ obneryeHnem noHsn, 4to owmbes: nepea CTBOIOM MenbTelumna
ObInnHKa BypbsiHa. Torga, caepXxmeasi CTOH, OH MOLLEBENU PaHEHOW HOMOMW, KOTOPYIO TYT e
NPOH3una ckBo3Has cygopora 6onum, HeMHOro noasuran KoreHoM. NanbueB CTYNHU OH YXe He
4YyBCTBOBan BOBCe. Bnpoyem, 4epT ¢ HUMU, C nanbLamu, gymMan OH, TeNepb OHU HU K YEMY.
BTopas Hora 6bina BnosnHe 340pOoBOA.



BpemeHn, HaBepHO, NPOLUO HeEMarno, a MOXeT, N He TaK MHOrO — OH yXXe yTpaTun BCAKoe
owlyLieHne BpemeHn. Ero Tpeesoxuna Tenepb camas rnaBHasi MbiCb: He AaTb cebs 3axBaTuTb
Bpacnnox. Nogospesas, 4TO OHM NON3YT, U YTOObI Kak-HNBYAb 3aaepKaTb UX NPUBNMKEHNE, OH
NPUNOXNICA K BAHTOBKE M ONATb BbICTpenun. Ho nonvuan megnunm 4To-To, U OH nogymari, uTo,
MOXET, OHW 3anosi3nuv B MOLLMHY M MOKa He BUASAT ero. Torga oH Takke peLumsn BOCnosib30oBaTbCA
3TOM MarneHbKoW nepeapbIlLKor U My4YnTenbHO NepeBanuncs Ha 6ok.

Cwmep3Lumiica 6ypok BoobLe Nnoxo CHUMarcs ¢ Horu, cernyac ero Hago 6bino cogpatb, He
BcTaBasi. I COTHMKOB CKOPYUICS, HAMNpSrcs, 4O CKpuna cxan YentocTn 1 n3o BCeX CUM MNOTSAHYIN
Oypok. [NepBas nonbiTka HUYEro He Aana. Yepes MUHYTY OH yXXe M3HEMOT, XKapKo Ablwian,
obnmBasicb xonogHbIM NOTOM. Ho, nepeaoxXHyB HEMHOMO U OrNAAEBLUMCh, C ele BonbLuen
PELLUMMOCTbBIO yXBaTUNCA 3a 6ypok.

OH cTawmn ero nocne NATON UNK LWECTOWN NOMbITKA U, BKOHEL, 06eccrnneB, HECKONbKO MUHYT He
MOT NOLLEBENUTBLCA Ha cHery. [1oTom, 6osCcb He ycneTb, 6pocun Ha cHer BYpOK S NPUNOAHSN
ronosy. CaaeTtcs, nepeq HAM HUKOro He Bbino, Tenepb NycTb 6eryT — OH GbIN FOTOB MPUKOHYUTL
cebs1, cTomno ToNbKO BrnepeTb B Nog00POA0K CTBOS BUHTOBKM M NanbLeM HOMM HaxaTb Cnyck. U
OH NopagoBancs TUXON 3N101 PagoCTbio: BCE-TaKM XUBbIM €ro He Bo3bMyT. HO y Hero elue 6binu
ABe 060KMbl NAaTPOHOB — UMW OH AacT nocnegHui ceon 6or. OH NpuBCTan Bbille — rge-To
AOJDKHbI XK€ OHW ObITb, 3TV €ro NPOTUBHUKN, HE CKBO3b 3EMITHO XXE OHW NPOBANUIIACS. ..
[Moyemy-To nx He okaszanocb No6nM3ocTn. inn, MoXeT, OH yxxe NNoxo Buaen B HounM? Brnpoyewm,
HOYb Kak OyaTo NOoTEMHeNa, MecsL, BBEPXY ONATb KyAa-To ncyes. 3Ha4nT, XN3Hb BCE-Taku
OKOHYMTCS HOYbIO, MOAyMarn OH, B Mpa4yHOM, NpoMep3LlemM none, Npy NOAHOM OAuHOYeCTBe, 6e3
ntogen. NoTtom ero, HaBepHoe, OTBE3YT B NOMANLMIO, pa3AeHyT 1 3apOotoT rae-HMbyab Ha KOHCKOM
MOTUnbHUKe. 3apotoT, U HUKTO HUKOr4a He Y3HaeT, Yel TaM nokouTca npax. bpartckasa moruna,
KOoTOopas Korga-To cTpalumna ero, cenyac crtana He4oCTUXKMMOM MEeYTON, NOYTU POCKOLLbIO.
Bnpouem, Bce 310 Meno4n. Y Hero yxe He 0CTaBanoCb HUYEro Takoro, O Yem Obl CTOMIO
noxaneTtb nepepn KoHUOM. Pa3Be 4To aTa BUHTOBKA, 6€30TKa3HO NPOCNY>XUBLLAS eMY Ha BOMHE.
Hu pa3sy oHa He 3aena, H1 eauHbIM MexXaHM3MOM He noasena npu ctpensbe, 6on ee Gbin
yOVBUTENbHO CNpaBeH N MeTOK. [lpyrue nmenu CKopocTpenbHble HEMELKNE aBTOMAaTh!,
HekoTopble Hocunn CBT — OH ke He paccTaBarnca Co CBOEN TPEXNMHENKOW. Mon3numbl oHa Obina
ero NagexxHon 3alnTHULEN, a Tenepb BOT, HABEPHO, 4OCTAHETCHA KaKoMy-HUOyab nonuyato. ..
Havana mep3HyTb ero 6ocas Hora. He xBaTano eLje 0TMOpPO3UTb €€ — KaK Toraa HaxaTtb Cryck?
MpeBo3amoras cnabocTb 1 60nb, OH NOLEBENNUIICA B CHErY M BAPYr 3aMeTUI Ha NpuUropke
AswxeHue. TonbKo He oTTyAa K Hemy, a Tyaa. [1Be eBa 3aMeTHble, pa3MblTble B CyMepKax TEHU
MeLNeHHO ABUranumcb No cknoHy BBepx. CKOPO OHK BbINn yxxe Ha caMoOM BEPXY NPUropka, 1 OH He
MOT NOHATb, YTO TaM cryumnocb. OHM HaBepHSAKa Kyaa-To OTNPaBAANMCb — BO3MOXHO, K CaHSM
U1 3a NMOMOLLBIO, OH HE CMenN Aaxe U nogymMaTb, YTO OHM OCTaBNANu ero. Ho OH IBCTBEHHO
BUAEN: OHM BO3BpaLlannch K gopore.

3HauuT, OH ocTaBarncsa oanH. Ho Beab OH BCe paBHO AOSTO HE BbIAEPXKUT Tak HA MOpo3e, nocpeaun
nona n éygeT nuwb MeaneHHo normbéaTtb OT CTYXM M NOTEPU KPOBU. ByaTo 3n5Cb Ha HUX 3a 3TO UX
BeponomMcTBo, COTHUKOB KOe-Kak NpULENUCS U BbICTPENNI.

W TyT OH noHAn, 4TO onacancs HanpacHo: HeBAaneke noa NPUropkomM nNpo3By4varn BbICTpern B
OoTBeT. 3Ha4nT, KapayrbLUK BCE Xe ocTarncd. Te, HaBepHoe, OTPaBUNUCE 3a MOMOLLbIO, a OQHOro



OCTaBUNWN CNeanTb 3a HUM U AepxaTb ero noa obctpenom. HaBepHo, oHM coobpasnnu, 4To OH
paHeH 1 ganeko He yunaeT. UTo X, BCe NpaBUIibHO.

OpHako HOBbIV NOBOPOT Aena Aaxe BOOAYLIEBUA €ro — C OAHUM MOXHO Oblnio No6opoThCS.
[Mnoxo, npaeaa, 4YTO OH He BMAer CBOEro NPOTUBHUKA — HABEPHO, YAa4yHO 3amMmackupoBarcs, raj.
A no BbICTperiaMm HoYblo He OYeHb yragaellb, rge ToT 3acen. [lonuvuan xe, no Bcen BEPOATHOCTM,
aepxan ero Ha npuuene — ctouno COTHUKOBY NPUMNOAHATL FONOBY, KakK BOanu rpoxan BbICTpen.
3HauuT, npugeTca nexatb N Mep3HyTb. O3HOO yxxe TpSAC ero HenpepbiBHO, 1 COTHMKOB nogymarn,
YTO JOMro Tak He NPOTHAHET.

HO OH TAHYN, HEM3BECTHO Ha YTO HAAEACh, XOTA Tak NPOCTO MOr 6bl MOKOHYMTL CO BceM. MOXeT,
OH 3axoTen cnactuck? [o-BuaMmomy, 3axoten, 0CO6eHHO Tenepb, Koraa Te CHAnM ocagy. Tonbko
kak? Mon3Tn OH He MOor, paHeHOW HOrom cTapancs He ABuratb gaxe. Ho 3gopoBasi ero Hora yxe
3amepa3ana

— 3Ha4nT, OH BOBCe ocTaBarscsa 6e3 Hor. A 6e3 Hor Kakoe crnaceHune?

OcTtaBuB B CHEry BUHTOBKY, OH NOBEPHYSCSA Ha 6OK 1, He NogHMMasi ronoBbl, nouckan 6ypok. ToT
nexan 6nusko, ronexuwem B cHery. OH JoTaHyncs o Oypka, BbiCbiNan CHer n Havan
HallynbiBaTb €ro OKOYEHEBLUEN HOron, YToObl HageTb. HageTb, ogHako, He yaanocb — 3T0
oKasarnocb TpyaHee, YeM CHATb. Hora TonbKo BoLuna B rosieHuLLe, Kak onsTb 3aKpy>Xunacb
ronoBa, M OH CXarncs, cTapasicb nepetepneTb NpucTyn cnaboctu n 6onn. B 310 Bpema 6axHyn u1
rYSNKMM MOPO3HbBIM 3XOM MOKaTUICSA NO MOS0 BbICTPEN — OTTyAa Xe, U3-nog npuropka. Notom
GaxHyno B Apyron pas n B TpeTui. [ynb, 0gHaKo, OH He ycnblwar, Aa OH U He BCnyLwunBarncs
BOBCE. BOKOM, CKOPUYMBLLMCE B CBOEM CHEXHOM fexbuLLle, OH U30 BCEX CUN CTaparncs HaTAHYTb
OypoK. M1 OH HaTsiIHYN ero XxoT4a 1 He A0 KOHUaA, Koe-Kak, u eMy ctano nerye. OH gaxe noBepHyn
MU0, YTOObI HE TaK CUIbHO XKIIO Ha CHery Leky 1 nood.

W Bopyr oH ycnbiwan HeMOHATHO OTKyAa AOHECLUMNCS rofnoc:

— CoTHukoB, COTHUKOB. ..

OTO Nopasuro ero, n oH nogymar, 4YTo, HaBepPHOEe, eEMY YXXe MepeLmnTca. TeM He MeHee OH
OrNAHYNCA — C3aan B TEMHOTE BOPOLLMIIOCH YTO-TO XMBOE, Bpoae Obl Aaxe Non3 KTo-TO U
NOBTOPSAN C TUXON HACTONYNBOCTBLIO:

— CoTHukoB, COTHUKOB!

Hy, pasymeeTcs, 310 Pbibak! COTHMKOB OTYETNMBO pacchnbillan ero HU3K1UI BCTPEBOXEHHbIN
ronoc 1 Toraa pasomMm 06MsAK B CBOEM MyYUTENbHOM HanpsXXeHUn. XoTs ewe 6bINo HEACHO,
XOpOLLO 3TO MUK HET, 4To Pbibak BepHyncs (MOXET, NyTb K 0TXoA4y Obin Takke oTpesaH), HO OH
BAPYr NOHAN: rmbenb OTKNaabiBaeTcs.
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OHuM nononsnu K KyctapHuky — Bnepean Poibak, 3a HUM CoTHMKOB. OT0 Bbin gonruin,
N3HypuUTEnbHbIM NyTh. COTHUKOB HE ycneBar 3a ToBapuLleM, a MHoraa u BoBce 3ammpan B
CHexxHown 6opo3sae, n Torga Poibak, pa3sepHyBLUNCH, XBaTan ero 3a BOPOT LUMHENW U Tawmn 3a
cobon. OH Takke BbIBUNCA N3 cnun — mano Toro, Yto nomoran COTHUKOBY, eLle BOMOK, Ha cebe
o6e BUHTOBKK, KOTOPbIE BCE BPEMSA CBanMBanucb CO CMWHbI U 3acTpeBanu B cHery. Houb
noTemMHena, B CyMpayHoOW AbIMKE COBCEM Nponan Mecsl — 3T0, BO3MOXHO, 1 cnacrio ux. [Npaega,
n3-nog npuropka aBa pasa XJI0MHyNn BbICTPEeribl — HaBepHO, TOT NMonuuan Bce Xe YTO-TO
3ameTun.

Koe-kak gobpaBLUMCh 4O Kpasd KyCTapHWKa, OHU 3anernm Mexay Msrkux 3aCHeXXeHHbIX KOYeK —
TEMHbI€ BETKM OfibLL@HMKA HEMSIOXO CKPbIBaNM UX B HOYHbIX CyMepkax. Pbibak Obin BECb MOKpbIl
— TasiN CHer B pykaBax 1 3a BOPOTHUKOM nonyuly6bka, oT 06unbHOro nota B3amokna cnumHa. OH Tak
ycTan, Kak He ycTaBar, HaBepHOe, HUKOrAa B XM3HU, N 6ECNOMOLLHO nexarn HUYKOM, NULb
nornaapiBasi B CTOPOHy Npuropka: He 6eryt nun 3a HuMn. Ho c3aam HMKOro He Gbino, nonuuam XoTb
1 3ameTun 4YTo-To, HO NpecnenoBaTb, HABEPHO, HE OTBAXWUIICA — TYT HEAONIO ObINO N caMoMy
cxrionoTaTb nyrnto.

— Hy, kaK TblI? — nogan ronoc Pbibak, BCe eLe XXapKko Ablla rycTbl-M, BAANMbIM JAXeE B
cymepkKax napom.

— Mnoxo, — egga cnblWwHO npusHanca COTHUKOB.

OH nexan Ha 60Ky, 3anpoKNHYB rofioBy B NIIOTHO obnerasLuer ee cmep3Luercs nunoTke. PaHeHas
ero Hora 6Gbina cnerka nNnpUNOAHSTa KONIEHOM BBEPX U MESIKO, HEPBHO Apoxarna. Pbibak Txo npo
cebs Bblpyrancs.

— [asan Tporatb. A TO... 06N0XYT — He BblpBELLbLCS.

OH npunogHancs, Ho, Npexae Yem BCTaTb, BbiTalmn n3-3a BOpoTHUKA y COTHMKOBA CMATOE CBOE
NnonoTeHLe 1 ApoXaLlMMKn OT YCTarnoCTn pykaMmun Tyro nepeBsidan ero Hory Bbille KosieHa.
CoTHMKOB pasa ABa AepHyrncsa ot 6onun n 3agepxan gbixaHue, nogaenast CToH. Peibak, npuBcTas
Ha KoNneHu, NoAcTaBui eMy CrviHY:

— Hy, uennsics.

— lMopoxawn, 9 cam, MOXeT...

Cnabo 3aBopoLumMBLUMCL Ha cHery, COTHUKOB KOe-Kak NOAHSNCS Ha OAHO KOMNeHO, ¢ 6onesHeHHon
OCTOPOXXHOCTbLIO OTCTaBIAS B CTOPOHY PAHEHYIO HOTY, MonbITancs NogHATLCS COBCEM, HO 3TO emy
He yaanoce.

— Kyna tebe! A Hy aepxuchb!

Pbibak nogxsaTtun ero nog pyky, 1 COTHUKOB HaKOHeL, BCTan; CUbHO Npunagas Ha paHeHyto HOry,
caenan gga wara. 31o o6oapuno Peibaka — ecnu Yyenosek Ha Horax, To, HaBEPHO, He BCe
notepsiHo. A To, Kak npunon3 Kk COTHMKOBY M y3Han, YTO TOT paHeH, CTano He HO cebe: YTO OH Mor
caenaTtb € HAM B Takom nonoxeHun? Tenepb Pbibak noHeEMHOry ctan ycnokanBaTtbCs, Nogymas,
4YTO, MOXET, eLle Kak-nMbo yaacTca BbIBEPHYTHCS.

C nomouybto Poibaka COTHUKOB Heyknoxe nepectynun pas u gpyron. OHM Nnonesnun B HErycTomn
3[€eCb, HU3KOPOCIbIN KYCTApPHUK C €ro PbIXSbIM U JOBOMNBHO rNy6oknum cHerom. COTHUMKOB OL4HOM
pyKon aepxarncs 3a. Pbibaka, a apyron xsaTancs Ha XO4y 3a CTbifible BETKW OfbLUaHWKa U, CUSIbHO
npunagas Ha paHeHyo HOry, N30 BCeX CUM cTtapancs ctynatb 6bicTpee. B rpyamn y Hero Bce



XpUNeno C KakumM-TO HEXOPOLLMM MPUCBUCTOM, MHOF4A OH HAYMHaM rnyxo u MyYMTENbHO KalwnsaTb,
n Pbibak BeCb CXMMancs: ux nerko Mornu ycnbliwatb naganu. Ho oH monyan. OH yxe He
crnpawmBan 0 camovyBCTBUM — He faBas cebe nepeaplkun, HacTon4meo Tawmn CoTHMKoBa
CKBO3b 3apOCHN.

3a KyCTapHMKOM nocne MNOLMHbI, OKa3aBLUENCcs OBOMbHO NPOCTOPHbLIM 3amep3Lwnm 6010Tom,
ONATb HaYancsa KpyToBaTbIn NogbeM Ha Npuropok. OHM HancKocb BCKapabkanucb Ha Hero, u
Pbi6ak nodyBcTBOBAs, YTO CUMbl €ro Ha ncxoge. OH yxxe He B COCTOSAHUM Bbin noaaepuBaTtb
CoTHUKOBa, KOTOPLIN BCE rpy3Hee ocefan KHU3y, Aa 1 cam Tak U3HEMOT, YTO OHU, He
CcroBapuBasiCb, NOYTN OQHOBPEMEHHO PYXHYNM B CHer. [10ToM, cOCpeaoTOHEHHO U FPOMKO AbILLa,
AONrO NneXarnu Ha CKIoHe C yANBUTENbHbIM paBHOAYLWMEM KO BceMy. paBaa, Peibak noHnman,
YTO C MMHYTbl HA MUHYTY UX MOTYT HAaCTU4b NONMULAN, OH BCE BPEMS XXAasn X POKOBOro OKpUKa, HO
BCe paBHO Teno ero 6bino 6eccunbHO 04oNeTb CKOBaBLUYH YCTanocCTb.

MoxeT, 4eTBepTb Yaca CrnyCcTH, HECKOMbKO CNPaBsChb C AbIXaHNEM, OH MOBEPHYNCA Ha BOK.
COTHMKOB nexan psaaomM u Menko gpoxan B 03Hobe.

— lMaTpoHbl ocTanuck?

— OpHa obovima, — rnyxo npoxpunen COTHUKOB.

— Ecnun yto, 6yaem otbumBaTbhCS.

— He o4eHb oTOBbELLLCS.

HenctBntenebHo, ¢ ABaAUaTbio NaTpoHaMu He A0Sro NpoAaepXuLwbes, gyman Poibak, HO gpyroro
BbIXOA4a Yy HUX HEe ocTaBanocb. He coaBaTbCs XXe B KOHLE KOHLOB B MeH — npuaeTcsa gpaTbCs.
— W oTkyga ux yepT npmHec? — PbiGak C HOBOW CUIOW Havan nepexuBaTb cnyymnslleecs. — BoTt
yX OencTBuTenpHO: 6ega ogHa He XoauT...

COTHMKOB MOn4a nexarn, ¢ HemanblM yCunmem nofaensasa CToHbl. Ero noTemHeBLee Ha CTyxe,
ncTepsaHHoe 60mbio NMLO C 3anHAeBeBLUEN OT AblXaHWUS WeTUHOW BAPYr nokasanocb Poibaky
MOYTM HE3HAKOMbIM, YY>XUM, 1 3TO BbI3Bano B HEM Kakue-TO CKBEPHble NpeavyBCTBUS. Pbibak
nogymarn, 4to fena HanapHuka, no-BManmomy, COBCEM MITOXM.

— OueHb 6onut?

— Bbonut, — 6ypkHyn COTHMKOB.

— Tepnun, — rpybosaTo noadoapun Peibak, nogaensas B cebe HeBOIbHOE M COBEPLUEHHO
HeyMeCTHOe Tenepb YyBCTBO XanocTu. 3aTeM OH Cen Ha CHer 1 Havan 03abo4YyeHHO ocMaTpuBaThb
MECTHOCTb, KOTOpas nokasanacb COBCEM HE3HAKOMOM: Kakoe-TO XONIMUCTOe Norne, Heaanekun
NeCoK Unu powmya, a rae obin 60MbLWON, HYXXHbBIA UM FIEC, OH HE MMEN O TOM HUKAKOro NOHATUS.
3akpyTMBLUNCL BO Bpems Gerctea B KyCTapHWKe, OH BOPYr nepectan NoHUMaTh, rae OHK
HaxXo4MMUCb M B KAKOM HarnpasfieHNN MOXHO BbIATM K CBOUM.

OTO 0TO3BaNOCH B AyLle HOBOM TPEBOrom — He XBaTano ewle 3abnyamtbca. OH XxoTen 3aroBopuTb
06 3ToM ¢ COTHMKOBbBIM, HO TOT nexan psiaoM, 6yATo He YyBCTBYS YXKe HU TPEBOTU, HU CTYXM,
KOTOpas CTaHOBMMAacb BCe HeCTeprnMMee Ha X0nogHOM BeTpy B none. PasropsdeHHoe npu xoabbe
Teno o4YeHb CKOPO Havan npobupatb Mopo3. [1oka, ogHaKo, yCTanocTb NPUKOBbIBanNa nx K 3emrne,
n Pbibak BcmaTpmBarncs B CymepeydHble OKPECTHOCTU, MyYUTENBbHO coobpaxasi, Kyaa nogaTbCes.
OH nbiTancsa onpeaenntb 370, TWETHO BOCCTaHaBNMBasi B NaMATU UX NyTaHblA NyTb Cloaa, a
WHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEHWSI HACTOMYMBO TOSKAmN €ro B HanpasfieHnn, NPOTUBOMNOSIOXXHOM
KyCTapHUKY, 3a KOTOpbIM MX HacTurna nonvums. Kasanocek, nonvuam onate NOABATCS NO UX cnegy



OTTyAa, cnefoBaTtenbHO, HAAo ObINo YXOAUTb B NPOTUBOMNOSOXHYK CTOPOHY.

Korga aTo 4yBCTBO OKOHYaTernbHO oBrageno uv, Peibak BcTan u nosecun Ha nne4vo obe
BMHTOBKMW.

— [aBat kak-H1byab...

COTHMKOB Hayan c Tpygom nogHumatbes, Peibak 1 Ha aTOT pa3 nogaep»an ero, Ho TOT,
OKa3aBLUMCb Ha HOrax, BbICBOOOAMM NIOKOTb.

— [laii BUHTOBKY.

— Y70, nongewsb?

— lMNonpobyto.

«YT0 X, Npobyn», — nogyman Peibak, c obneryeHnem Bo3BpaLias emy BUHTOBKY. Onupasack Ha
Hee, Kak Ha nanky, COTHMKOB KOe-KakK CTYMuIT HECKOJSbKO LIaroB, M OHW OYeHb MeaneHHo nobpenu
MO CHEXHOMY MOSHO.

Yac cnycTta oHu yxxe ganeko otowsnm ot 6onoTa 1 cneno Tawunmcb Nonorum nosnesbiM
kocoropom. Pbibak 4yBCTBOBar, YTO CKOPO HAYHET CBeTaTb, YTO Ha Ucxode nocnegHue Yacbl HoYn
N YTO OHM Tenepb OYEHb MPOCTO MOryT He ycneTb. Ecnu yTpo HacTurHeT ux B none, Torga yxe
HaBepHsKa UM He BbIKPYTUTbLCS.

Moka ux cnacano To, YTo cHer TyT 6bin HernyboKuii, HOrM NPoBaNUBanNMChb He Tak 4acTo, Kak Ha
6onote. Bokpyr Ha cHery cepenu Bbicoxwme ctebnun 6ypbsHa, MECTaMM OHU Ka3anucb YyTb ryLye,
n Pbeibak o6xogun atn mecTa, Bblbmpas, rae 6o nomensye. OH cTapancs He CnyckaTbCs B
nowmHy, 6oscb 3ane3Tb Tam B Cyrpobbl, Ha Npuropkax Obino HagexHee. Ho ux cneq crnvwkom
OTYETNNBO 0603HAYNIICA Ha CHEry — pas, OrnsHyBLUMCL, PbiBak ncnyranca: Tak npocTo 66110 nx
AorHaTb gaxe Houbto. OrnagbiBasicb BOKPYr, OH NOAyMar, YTo Kakor Obl ONacHOM A51s HUX HU
Oblna gopora, KoTopas yke easa ux He norybuna cerogHsi, Ho, BUAUMO, ONATb HAA0 BbIGMpaTbCs
Ha Hee. ToNbKO Ha JOpPOre MOXHO CNpsTaTb cpeaun ApYyrnx ABa CBOUX creaa, YTobbl He NpuBeCTU
3a cobow nonvuyaes B narepeb.

3 crycTtmBLUMXCA HOYHBIX CyMepeK efBa NpoCTynasno CHEXHOE Nnosie ¢ peakumMm naTHamm
KyCTapHuKa, OANHOKMMM MOMEBbIMU AepeBLaMn: B OAHOM MECTE YTO-TO HESICHO 3a4epHEno, U,
nogongsa 6nwke, Poibak yBugen, 4to a1o BanyH. [loporn Hurge He 6bi1n0. Toraa oH KpyTo
NnoBEpHYN BBEPX — NOTU TaK CTano TpygHee, HO NosiBUNach Hagexaa, YTo HaBepxy, 3a
NpUropkoM, BCe-Takn NosiBUTCA nec. B necy yaanocb 6bl CKpbITbCA, MOTOMY YTO Nonvuan Bpsag nu
cpasy CyHyTCH cnegom

— HaBepHO, CHavyana nogymaroT U TeM AagyT BO3MOXHOCTb OTOpBaTbCs OT NpecnegoBaTenen.
Pbibak He BnepBble nonagarn B Takoe MonoXeHne, HO BCAKUIA pa3 eMy Kak-TO yaaBarnochb
BbIBEPHYTbCA. B NogobHbIX criydasx Bbipydanu 6eICTpoTa M HAXo44MBOCTb, KOr4a €4MHCTBEHHO
npaBubHOE peLLeHne NnpuHMManoch 6e3 cekyHabl onos3ganuna. N oH yxogun. Tyt Toxe bbina
Takad BO3MOXHOCTb, NO HENM3BECTHOW NPUYNHE NPpeaoCTaBNeHHas UM NonumuasiMu, U oH bl
OTNNYHO BOCMONb3oBarncs ek, ecnu 6bl He CoTHUKoB. Ho ¢ CoTHMKOBBLIM aneko He ynaeuwb. OHu
eLle He B30OpanMcb Ha XONM, Kak HanapHWK B KOTOPLIN YX pa3 TPYAHO 3aKalunasn, HECKOMbKO
MUHYT TEMO ero My4YnTenbHO COAPOranochk, kak 6yaATo B HanpacHbIX NOTyrax BbIKALWNATb YTO-TO.
Pbibak ocTaHOBUNCS, NOTOM BEPHYICA K TOBapuLly, nonpoboBan nogaepxatb ero nog pyky. Ho
COTHMKOB C TPYAOM CTOSAN HA HOrax, 1 OH OMyCTUN ero Ha TBEPAbIN, BbINMM3aHHbIN BETPOM CHeET.



— YT0, Nnoxo?

— BwugHo, He BbIGpaTbCes...

Pbibak npomonyan — emy He XOTenocCb 3aBOAUTb O TOM pasroBop, HEUCKPEHHe 0bHaaexnBaTb
Unu ytewartb, OH caM TOSIKOM He 3Harl, Kak BblibpaTbca. U faxe B Kakyto CTOPOHY BblGupaTthCs.
OH Hepgonro noctosn Hag CUTHUKOBBIM, KOTOPbI HEMOLLHO cKop4Ymncsa Ha 60Ky, nogobpas
paHeHyto Hory. B co3HaHum Pbibaka Havyanu nepemMelumnBaTbCa pasnnyHblie YyBCTBaA K HEMY: U
HEBOMbHas XanocCTb OTTOro, YTO CTOMbLKO AOCTaNocb ogHoMy (Mano 6bino 6onesHu, Tak elle n
noacTpenunun), 1 B TO XXe BpeMs NosBUack HeonpeaeneHHasa gocaga-npeavyyBcTBme — Kak Obl
a70T COTHUKOB He HaBnek 6eabl Ha 06oux. B 3TOM M3MEHUYMBOM 1 HEYNOBUMOM NOTOKE YYBCTB
BCe Yalle cTana HanoMmuHaTb 0 cebe, BpemeHamu 3arnyLwasa Bce ocTanbHOe, TpeBora 3a
cobcTBEHHYI0 XM3Hb. [paBaa, OH cTapancd rHatb ee OT cebs U AepXKaTbCa Kak MOXHO CMOKONHEe.
OH noHumarn, 4To CTpax 3a CBOHK XM3Hb — NEPBbIN War Ha NyTN K pacTEPSIHHOCTU: CTOUT TOSbKO
noagaTbCsa UCNyry, 3aHEPBHUYATL, Kak 6eabl NOCLINAOTCA 0OAHa 3a APYrou. Toraa yxx HaBepHaKa
KpbllwKa. Tenepb e XOTS U NPULLAOCH TYro, HO He BCe eLle, BO3MOXHO, MOTEPSIHO.

— Tak. Tbl nogoxau.

OcrtaBuB CoTHMKOBa, rae TOT nexan Ha cHery, PbiGak notawmnca no CKnoHy BBepX, YTobbl
ocMoTpeTbes. EMy Bce Kazanocb, Y4To 3a XorIMOM fnec. OHM CTOMBKO YXKe NPOLUSN B 3TOW HOUM, U
€Cn LMW NPaBuibHO, TO OOIMKHbI OMYTUTBLCA raAe-To Nobnn3ocTun OT neca.

Mnoxo, 4To coBCeEM Nponan Mecsu 1 Nnooaarnb HUYEro He 6bino BUAHO — HOYb TOHYNa B
MOPO3HOWN TYMaHHOW Mrfe: rinyxve npegyTpeHHme cymepkn obBonakmanu Bce BOKpyr. Tem He
MeHee neca nobnunaoctn He 6bino. 3a NPUropkoM OMsATb NPOCTUPANOCh HEPOBHOE, C MONOrMMM
XOfiMamu nose, Ha KOTOPOM YTO-TO CMYTHO CEPENo, HaBEPHO poLLymLa, OYEHb YX Kyuas powymua
— rpuBka B none, He 6onblue. Beiogy BugHenucb HeonpeaeneHHble NATHA, TEMHbIE BpbI3rn
OypbsiHa, pa3mbITble, HEYETKME CUMYATbl KYyCTOB. 10 BOT N3 CHEXHOro NonyMpaka BbirnsiHyna
KOpOTeHbKasi npsimasa yepta — ob60o3Haumnnack Ha 3emrne 1 ncyesna. Poibak ¢ HeoXraaHHON
NErkoCcTbio 3aTOPONUICA K HEN BnvKe U He 3aMeTus, Kak YepTodKa aTa Kak-To BAPYr
npeBpaTunack Ha CHery B TeMHOBaTYH NONOCKY A0poru. [10BONbHO HaKaTaHHas, C ye3XXeHHbIMU
KonesiMm 1 crnegamMmm KOHCKUX KOMbIT, OHa BUNAachb Kak HMKoraa ketatu. Peibak 3aBepHyn Hasag m
nerko cbexan ¢ npuropka K ckprodeHHOMY Ha cHery COTHUKOBY.

— [opora 1yT! Cribiwe!

ToT BANO NpUNOAHAN KpyrnoBaTyto, HEECTECTBEHHO MarieHbKyH0 B MUSIOTKE ronoBy, 3aBOPOLLMIICS,
BpOAEe Hayan BCcTaBartb.

— C poporu rae-Hnbyab coMbIrHEM — He HanayT. Tonbko 6bl ycneTb — He HanopoTbCs Ha
Kakoro 4yepra.

C nomouybto Pbibaka COTHMKOB MOfYa NOAHANCS, HENOCYLWHbIMU Nanbuammn ygobHee oxBaTun
NOX€e BUHTOBKW.

OHun meaneHHo nobpenu k gopore. Pbibak TPEBOXHO OrnsiabiBancs B CyMepkax — He NOKaXyTcs
nv rae nogun. Ero HanpskeHHbIN B3rNa npyBbIYHO obLwapusan none, ¢ HanbonbLUM ycunmem
CTPEMSICb NPOHUKHYTL TyAa, rae ucyesan ganbHuin KoHew, goporu. Y Bopyr coBepLueHHO
HeoXungaHHo ansa cebs oH 3ameTun, 4to Hebo Haa nonem Kak 6yaTo NPOSCHMNOCH, caenanocb
CBETNO-CUHUM, 3BE3bl MPUTYLLUIN CBOWN BRECK, TONbKO Camble KPYMHbIE eLLe SPKO ropenu Ha
HeboCKNoHe. ATOT ABHbIM NPU3HAK paccBeTa B3BOSIHOBar ero 6onblue, Yem ecnu 6bl OH yBUAEN



nogen. Yto-To B HEM NepeaepHynock, Noganoch Bnepea, Tonbko 6bl MpoYb OT 3TOro rosoro,
npegaTenbCcky ceeTnetowero nonsd. Ho Horm 6bInn HaNUTbl HEOAONMMOWN YCTanoCTbLO, K TOMY Xe
c3aau eaBa koBbInsn COTHUKOB. Xo4YeLlb UNKN HET, NPUXOAUNOCH MEANEHHO TaLUTLCA
NOABEPHYBLUENCS JOPOron — Apyroro BeixoAa He 6bino.

MoHsaB 31O, OH Npurnywnn B cebe HeTepneHue, TBepxe cxan 3yobl. OH HM cnoBa He cka3an
CoTHMKOBY — TOT M Tak easa 6pen, BUAHO pacxonys nocrnegHne cBou cunbl, Ny Poibaka 4To-To
CABVHYIOCb BHYTPU — OH YK€ 3Han: yaaum He 6yaeT. Houb kOHYanacb n Tem CHMMana ¢ HMx
CBOIO ONeKy, AeHb obewan mano xopowero. N Poibak ¢ NOHMKLIEN QYLLON CMOTpPEN, Kak
MEeLNEHHO M HEYKITOHHO 3aHMManocb 3UMHee YyTPO: CBeTNeno Hebo, n3-nog HOYHbIX CyMepeK
SiCHee NPOCTynan CHEeXHbI NPOCTOP, 4OpOora Bnepean NocTeNneHHo ANMHHENA U CTaHOBUIach
BUOHOW Oaneko.

Mo aTon gopore OHM NOTaLWMINCL B CTOPOHY POLLM.
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CoTHuMKOB He xyxe Pbibaka Buaen, YTo HOYb Ha UcXoae, U OTAIMYHO MOHUMAan, YeM AN HUX MOXeT
06epHYTLCA ATO NpeXaeBpeMEHHOe YTPO.

Ho oH wen. OH cobpan B cebe Bce, Ha 4TO eLle 6bino cnocobHO ero obeccunesLlee Teno, u,
nomoras cebe BUHTOBKOW, C OrPOMHbLIM ycunuem nepegsuran Horn. begpo ero MyumTenbHo
6oneno, CTonbl OH He YyBCTBOBAI BOBCE, MOKpPLIN OT KpOBM BYPOK CMEP3CA 1 3aKOCTEHEN; APYroNn,
He 00 KOHLUa HaAeTbIn, HEeYKIIoXKe 3arHyrncsa Ha NonoBWHE rofnexHnwa, To u geno 3arpebas cHer.
MokamecT oHn gobpenn o necka, pacceeno eule 6onblwe. Ctano BUAHO NOMe OKPECT, NoKaTble
noJ CHeroM Xonmbl; criesa, noogans OT 4OPOru, B NOLWMHE TSHYNNCb 3apOCN MESKONEeChs,
KYCTapHWUK, HO, KaXXeTCsl, 3TO Obln TOT caMbli KYCTapHMK, U3 KOTOPOro OHM BbILWNKW. BonbLlioro xe
neca, KOTOpbI cendac Tak Hy>XeH Obln UM, He OKa3anoch Aaxe Ha ropu3oHTe — ByaTo OH
NpoBanurnca 3a HoYb CKBO3b 3EMJI0.

Pbibak, kak 06bl4HO, HACTONYMBO CTPEMUIICS BEpea, YTO, BNPOYeM, ObIfio NOHATHO: OHW LMW Kak
no Ne3Bu0 OPUTBbI, KKAYI0 CEKyHAY UX MOrfM 3aMeTUTb, AorHaTb, nepexBaTutb. K cyacTblo,
Aopora BCe eLe nexana nycras, a XBOVHbIN KNOYOK BNepean XoTa N MeafieHHO, HO BCe-Taku
npubnmkancs. OnMpascb Ha BUHTOBOYHbIN NPUKNaA 1 cunbHO xpomasi, COTHMKOB CKBO3b 60Nb TO
n geno 6pocan Tyaa HeTepnenuBeble B3rNsabl — OH XaXaarn ckopee LOWTU, U He CTONbKO 3aTeM,
4YTOObI CKPbLITLCS C AOPOrK, a 6ornbLue YTobbl 06PECTN NMOKON.

Ha 6eay, He ycnenu oHM 04oneTb 1 NOSIOBMHbI MYTU K 3TON polumue, kak Poibak, BbipyraBLUmMCh,
OyAaTo BKONAHHbLIM, BCTan Ha gopore.

— TBoe-moe! 370 X knapbuwe!

COTHMKOB BCKMHYI ronoBy — OENCTBUTENbHO, TENepb YXe CTarno BuAaThb, YTO XBOWHbLIN KIOYOK,
NMoKasaBLLMIACA UM poLumLen, Ha gene 6bin cenbCkMM Knagbullem: nogd packnanctbiMym BETBAMU
COCEH SICHO BMAHENWCb HECKONbKO AEPEBSHHbIX KPECTOB, Orpagka U KMpNUYHbIN NaMATHYK B
rnybuHe Ha npuropke. Ho camoe xyaliee Obino B TOM, YTO M3-3a COCEH BbIrNaabiBanm
CONOMEHHbIE KpbILKN BrM3Kon AepeBHU: BeTeP, BUAHO BbINo, KOCO TAHYN B HE6O XBOCT AbiMa M3
TPYObI.

Pbibak BbICMOpKancs, paccesiHHO BbITEP NATEPHEN HOC.

— Hy, kyna petbca?

HeBatbca gencTeuTenbHO 6bINo HEKYAA, HO U HE CTOATb XKe Tak, nocpeaun goporn. U oHu, ewwe
Gonee npuyHbIBLUME U BCTPEBOXEHHbIE, NOTALLMANCH K EPEBHE.

lMoHavany M Bpoae Be3no: AepeBHS, HaBEPHO, TOMbKO eLle Npockinanack, U OHWU, HUKOrO He
BCTPETMB Ha cBOoeM nyTu, Bnaronony4Ho gobpanunce Ao knagbuwa. PasHbix cnegos TyT 66110 B
n3bblTkKe — Ha gopore 1 Bo3ne Hee B none. o cnabo 0603Ha4YeHHON Ha CHery TPOMUHKE OHU
NMOCNELLHO CBEPHYNM NMOA HM3KO HaBucLume BeTBM coceH. O6bIYHO COTHUKOB C TPyAOM
npeogonesan B cebe kakoe-To nyratowe-6pe3rnneoe YyBCTBO NpW BUAE 3TOrO NeyvanbHOro
npucTaHuLLa, Bceraa crtapanca obonTun ero, He 3agepxuBasicb. Ho Tenepb aTo knagdve,
Kasanocb, nocnaHo 6orom Ans nx cnaceHust — nHave rae 6ol OHM YKPbINUCH Ha BUAY Y AEPEBHS.
OHKM TOPONANBO NPOLUAIN MUMO CBEXETO, eLLe HE NPUCBINAHHOrO CHEroM rMHUCTOro Byropka
AETCKOW MOTUIKN, N pacKnancTble CykoBaTble COCHbl Aa HECKOMBbKO Orpaj Ha CHery 3acroHuUnm nx
OT AepeBEHCKNX OKOH. NaTu TyT ctano nerye — COTHUKOB, ycepaHO nomoras cebe pykamu,
XBaTarncs TO 3a KpPecT, TO 3a KOMefb AepeBa Unu WTakeTHUK orpaabl. [llopsagkom otongsa ot



A0pOoru, oH nogobpancs K TONLWEHHOMY KOMIO COCHbl U TSXENO PYXHYN B CHer. 3a 3Ty NPOKMATYIO
HOYb BCE B HEM UCCTPaAanochb, HAMepP3roch, 3aLnock rnyerHHON HeyTuxatoLwen 60nbio.

OH cTpagan ot cBoer hmanyeckon 6€CNoOMOLLHOCTM U fiexar, NPUCAOHACH CMIMHON K LWepLlaBoMy
KOMJ1IO COCHbI, 3aKpbiB rnasa, Ytobbl He BCTPETUTLCS B3rnNsgomM ¢ Peibakom, He HayaTb C HUM
pasroBop. OH 3Han, 0 Yem ByaeT 3TOT pa3roBop, 1 u3beran ero. OH YyBCTBOBaN cebs NoOYTH
BMHOBATbIM OTTOrO, 4YTO, CTpagasa cam, noAsepran pucky ToBapuLLa, KOTopbln 6e3 Hero, KOHe4YHo,
6bIn 6bl yxxe ganeko. Pbibak 6bin 340poB, obnagan 6onbluen, Yem COTHUKOB, XKaXaon XnUTb, N 3TO
Hanararno Ha Hero onpeaeneHHylo OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a oboux. Tak gyman COTHUKOB, HUCKOSBbKO
He yanBnasicb 6e3xanocTHOM HacTon4MBOCTU Pbibaka B NOnbITKax BbIPYyYNTb €ro MUHYBLUEN
HOYbI0. OH OTHOCKI 3TO K OObLIYHOM CONAATCKON B3aMMOBLIPYYKE N HE MMeN Bbl HAYEro NPoTnB
Pbibakoson nomowu, 6yab oHa obpalleHa K Komy-Hubyab TpeTbemy. Ho cam OH, XOTs 1 Bbin
paHEeH, HY 3a 4YTO He XoTen Npu3HaTtb cebsa cnabbiM, HY>XAaBLUMMCS B MOCTOPOHHEN NOMOLLM —
370 6bINO ANA HEro HENPUBbLIYHO U NPOTMBHO BCEMY €ro cyuiecTBy. Kak mor, OH ctapancs
cnpaBuTbCH ¢ cobor cam, a Tam, rge 3To He Nonyyanocb, yMepuTb CBOK 3aBUCMMOCTb OT KOro Obl
TO HU GbIno. U ot PuiGaka Toxe.

OpHako Pbibak, BUAHO Mano BHUKasA B NepexumBaHnsa ToBapuLla, Nnpogosnkan 3aboTUTbCs O HEM U,
HEeMHOro nepegoxHyB, ckasan:

— lMNopoxawn TyT, a s nogckoyy. BoH xata 6nmsko. B cnyyae 4ero B rymHe nepenpsyemcs.
«MopgoxgaTe — 31O Xopowo, — nogyman COTHUKOB, — NULLb Gbl He naTN». XXaatb OH rotoB 6bin
AONro, Tonbko 6bl AoXAaTbCA Yero-HMbyap obHagexmBatowero. Poibak yctano nogHANCs Ha
Horn, B3an kapabuH. YTobbl TOT He Bpocuncsa B rnasa, nepexsaTun ero, CNOBHO Narsky, 3a KoHel,
CTBOMA M LUMPOKO 3aLuaran no 3acHexeHHbIM 6yrpam morun. COTHUKOB packpbin rnasa,
NOBEPHYBLUNCb HEMHOIO Ha 60K, nogobpan nobnmke BUHTOBKY. Mexay CTBONOB COCEH COBCEM
Heganeko 6bina BuaHa KpanHas u3ba gepeBHU, pa3BanvBLUMIACA capan Npu HEW; Ha CTapoM,
NMOKOCMBLUEMCS ThIHE BETEP Tpenan Kakyto-To 3abbITyto TPSAMKy.

NMopert Tam kak 6yaTo He 6bIno.

Pbibak Bckope nponan 13 ero nons 3peHusi, HO B AePEBHE NO-NPEXHEMY ObINIO TUXO U NYCTbIHHO.
Y1066 YynOoBHEE NpUCTPOUTL paHeHyto Hory, COTHMKOB yXBaTWUICA 3a LLepOoX0oBaTyto, B NULLIAAX
nanky orpagsl, U Ta, TUXO XPYCTHYB, OCTanach B ero pyke. Mornna 6bina crapas, HaBepHo, 4aBHO
3abpolueHHas!, B ee orpaje U3-nod cHera Topyan OgUHOKUIN KaMeHb, He BbIno aaxe KpecTa.
CTpyxneBLuas orpagka goxuBana CBOW BeK — BUAHO, 3TO ObIfo nocrnegHee, YTo ocTanoch oT
Yyenoseka Ha 3emne. M Bapyr COTHUKOBY CTano HeCTepnMMo TOCKIIMBO Ha 3TOM 4ePEBEHCKOM
Knagbuule, cpeam MOrusbHbIX Orpag U KaMHen, rHUMbIX, MOKOCUBLUMXCA KPEeCTOB, rMaasa Ha
KOTOpbl€ OH C NnevanbHOn poHnen nogyman: «3a4em? 3ayem BeCb 3TOT CTapofaBHUN obblval ¢
namAaTHUKaMn, KOTOPbIW, MO CyLWeCcTBy, He Bonee Yem HanBHas NoMbiTKa YenoBeka NpoAnTb CBOE
NpUCyTCTBUE Ha 3emne nocne cmepTn? Ho passe 310 BO3MOXHO? I 3a4em 3TO Hago?

HeT, *XM3Hb — BOT €QUHCTBEHHAs pearnbHasa LEeHHOCTb AN BCErO CYLWEero n Ansa 4YernoBeka TOxXe.
Korga-Hubyab B coBepLUEHHOM YenoBeyeckoM obLecTBe OHa CTaHeT KaTeropnen-abconoTom,
Mepon 1 ueHot Bcero. Kaxkgasa Takasi XXmsHb, ABMSSCH rMaBHbIM CMbICIIOM XMBYyLLEro, byaeT He
MeHbLLEI LeHHOCTbIO AN obwecTsa B LernoMm, cuna u rapMoHUsi KOTOPOro onpeaensaTcs
CYaCTbeM BCEX €ro YneHoB. A CMepTb, YTO XX — CMepPTU He nsbexaTtb. BaxxHO TONbKO yCTpaHUTb
HaCcUNbCTBEHHbIE, NPeXaeBPeMEHHbIE CMepTU, AaTb YeNOBEKY BO3MOXHOCTb Pa3yMHO U C TONIKOM



ncnonb3oBaTb M 6€3 TOro He Tak yXX NPOLOIMKUTENBHbIN CBOW CPOK Ha 3emrie. Beab yenosek npu
BCEM ero HeBepOsiTHOM MOryLLecTBe, HaBEPHO, [OJIro eLe OCTaHeTCs BCe TaknM e hn3n4ecku
Nerko ys3BuMbIM, KOrga caMoro ManeHbKoro Kycoyka metanna 6onee 4em octaTtouHo, YTOObI
HaBcerga NUWnTb ero eAMHCTBEHHOW U Takon OPOron eMy XXU3HW.

Ha, dusnyeckne cnocobHOCTM YenoBeka orpaHNyeHbl B CBOMX BO3MOXHOCTSX, HO KTO onpeaenuT
BO3MOXHOCTU ero gyxa? KTo nameput cteneHb otearu B 6010, 6eccrpaluve n TBepaocTb nepeq
NUOM Bpara, Koraa 4enoBek, HAYNCTO NMULLEHHbIA BCAKUX BO3MOXHOCTEN, OKa3bliBaeTCH
CcnocobHbIM Ha COKpyLUALLn B3pbiB BeccTpawmna?»

COTHMKOB Ha BCIO XXM3Hb 3aNOMHWI, KaK N1eToOM B NOSIEBOM LUTanare HemMubl gonpawumsanm
MOXWNOro Ceforo nosikOBHMKA, UCKaneyYeHHoro B 6010, ¢ NepebuTbiMu KUCTAMU PYK, eABa KUBOrO.
OTOMY MOMKOBHUKY, Ka3anocb, NPOCTO HEBEAOMO Oblfio YyBCTBO CTpaxa, M OH He roBopwr, a
MeTan B rectanoBCcKOro ouuepa rHesHble crnosa npotme [(nTnepa, dawmsma n Bceun ux
repmanun. Hemew mor Gbl NPUKOHYNTB €ro Kynakom, MOr 3aCTpPennTb, Kak 3a Yyac 4o Toro
3acTpenun AByX NOMUTPYKOB-MEXOTUHLEB, HO 3TOrO YerioBeKa OH aXe He YHU3UN
pyratensctBoM. [1oxoxe, YTO OH BnepBble yChbllwan Takoe 1 NpPOoCTO OrneLuuns, NOTOM CXBaTUNCS
3a TeneoH, YTO-TO A0NOXUI Ha4YanbCTBY, BUAHO OXUAAA peLleHns cBblwe. PasymeeTcs,
MOMKOBHMKA 3aTeM pacCTPensnu, HO Te HECKOMbKO MUHYT nepea paccTpenomM 6binm ero
Tpuymdom, ero nocnegHUM nogBUroM, HaBepHO, He MeHee TPyaHbIM, YeM Ha none 60s; Beab He
ObINo Aaxe Hagexapbl, YTO ero YCnbIWNUT KTO-TO N3 CBOUX (OHM CryYalHO oKas3anucb psaoMm, 3a
cTeHkon HGapaka).

MeaneHHo v Bce rnybxe npomepsas, COTHUKOB Tepnenveo NornsabiBan Ha kpan knagbvwa, rae
cpasy e, Kak TONIbKO OH nosiBuncs, yeBuaen Poibaka. Bmecto Toro 4tobbl nontn Hanpsamuk, Peibak
cTapaTenbHO npowlen BAoNb orpaabl K Nosto, HaBepHoe, YTobbl He BbINo BUAHO N3 AEPEBHU, U
TONbKO MOTOM MOBEPHYI K HEMY. MUHYTY CNyCTS OH ObIN yXXe pagoM 1, 3anbiXaBLUMCh, ynan nog
COCHOW.

— Kaxuco, nopsgok. NoHnmaelwb, Tam xaTta, KnsaMka Ha wenouyke. Nocnywan, 6yaTo HUKOro...
— Hy?

— Tak aT10, NoHUMaeLsb... MoxeT, s Tebs 3aBeay, norpeemcs, a NOTOM...

Pbibak ymonk B HepelumTenbHOCTH, 03ab0YEHHO NOrnsaen B YTPEHHUI NPOCTOP NOMA, KOTOPbIV
yxe 6bin BUAeH ganeko. [onoc ero caenancs Kakmm-1o HeyBepPEHHbIM, ByaATO BMHOBATbLIM, U
CoTHukoB goragancs.

— Hy yt0 X! A ocTaHycs.

— [a, 3Haewb, Tak ny4ywe 6yget, — 3ameTHO 06pagoBanca Peibak. — A MHe Hago... TonbKo rae
TOT YepTOB nec, He nonmy. 3abnyaunnce Mbl.

— Cnpocutb Hago.

— Cnpocum... A Tbl 3TO, NOTepnu noka. otom, MOXeT, nepenpasum Kyaa-Hubyab. NoHagexHee.
— INagHo, nagHo, — Hapo4unTo 6oapbIM TOHOM OTBETMA Ha 3TO COTHMKOB.

— W TbI HEe Becnokoiics, A 4oroBoptocb. Hakaxy, 4Tob cmoTpenu, n Bce npoyee.

CoTtHukoB monyan. B obwem, Bce 661110 NOTUMYHO U, NOXanyn, NpaBUbHO, TEM HE MEHEE YTO-TO
obugHoe weBernbHYNock B ero ayuie. MNMpaega, oH TyT e NoYyBCTBOBA, YTO 3TO OT ¢nabocTu 1
KaK criecTBme NPoKNATon Houn. Ha yTto 6bino obmkaTtbea? OTHOLIEHNSA NX BNOJTHE
paBHOMNpaBHbIE, HUKTO HUKOMY He 0653aH. M Tak, cnasa 6ory, Peibak anga Hero caenan Bce, 4To



Ob1110 BO3MOXHO. MOXHO cKka3aTb, cnac npu cambix 6e3HagexHbIx 06CToATENBCTBAX, U TENEPb
NPULLNO BpeMsi pasBsa3aTb eMy PYKU.

— YT0 X, Toraa nownu. lNoka HMKOro HerT.

COTHMKOB NepBbIM NOMbITanNcs NOAHATLCS, HO TOMNbKO YyTb ABUHYIT paHEHOW HOMoOW, Kak ero
npoH3una Takasa notas 605b, YTO OH BbITAHYNCA Ha cHery. BeixaaB MUHYTY, KOe-Kkak coBnagen c
cobon n, Kpenko cxae 3ybbl, NOAHANCS.

Mo kpato Npuropka Mexay Monoabix COCEHOK OHWU COLUNM C Knagbuvwa. Heeganeke nonanachb
XOPOLUO yTONTaHHas CTexka, KoTopas npueena ux Ha rosibii, HU4eM He OroOpPOXXEHHbI ABOP.
Heckonbko Ha oTwmnbe oT cena crtosna 4oBoNbHO 6onbluasd, HO yXXe cTapas, 3anylieHHas nsba c
3aMasaHHbIMW FFIMHOW Yriamu, BblOUTbIM M 3aTKHYTbIM KakON-TO TPSANKOW OKOLUKOM. B
noyepHesLleM Npoboe Ha ABepu AENCTBUTENBHO TOpYana Hacnex BOTKHyTas Lenka — HaBepHo,
KTO-TO HeJaneko Bbllen, N JoOMa HUKOro He ocTtanocb. COTHMKOB nogymari, YTo Tak, MOXeT, U
nyywle: nNo KparHen mepe Ha nepBbix Nopax obonayTcs 6e3 06 bACHEHNI, HE OYEHb NPUSTHLIX B
NOAOBHbIX CriyyYasx.

Pbi6ak BbIHYN LWeENKy, NPONyCTU B CEHW HanapHuKa, ABEpb TMXO NPUKPbIN M3HYTPpU. B ceHsix Bbino
TemMHoBaTo. o cTeHamMu rpoMO3aNNNCE Kakne-To Kadkn, pasHas Xo3snckasa pyxnagb, CTOsnN
rPOMajHbIN, OKOBAHHbLIN PXKaBbIM Xene3oM CyHAYK; yron saHumManu xxepHosa. COTHUKOB yxe
BMAEN OOQHaXAbl 9TO HEXUTPOE AepPEBEHCKOE NpucnocobneHne ans pasmona 3epHa: ABa KpyribIxX
KaMHS B Hernybokom siLmke 1 ykpenneHHas rge-1o BBepxy nanka-sepryluka. ManeHbkoe,
3aTAHYyTOE NayTUHOW OKOLLKO B CTEHE NO3BOMNIIO UM OTbICKaTb ABEPb B U30Y.

Onupascb o cteHy, COTHUKOB Koe-kak gobpancsa oo atou asepu, ¢ nomouwbio Peibaka nepenes
BbICOKMI nopor. M136a BCTpeTuna mx 3aTxmo cMecbto 3anaxoB 1 Tennom. OH NpOTsHYN PyKy K
oboppaHHoMy 60Ky neun — Ta Gbifna CBeXeHaTonneHa, u B ero Teno XMblHyno Takoe 6naxeHcTBo,
4YTO OH He caepxan CToHa, HaBepHO, BNepBble NPOPBaBLLErocs 3a BCKO 3TY YXKaCHY HOYb. OH
06eccuneHHo onycTUICcst Ha KOPOTEHBKYIO CKaMEKKy BO3fe Nneyun, e4Ba He ONpPOKMHYB Kakne-To
ropLkn Ha nony. Noka yctpanean Hory, Pbibak 3arnsiHyn 3a nonocaTtyto poroxky, KOTOpou Obin
3aHaBeLLEH NPOX0o4 B APYryto NONOBMHY n3bbl, — Tam pa3a ABa TMXOHbKO NPOCKpUNena KpoBaTb.
COTHMKOB Hanpsar cnyx — cenyac A0MKHO 6bino pewnTbCca camoe Asi HUX rNaBHoe.

— Bbl ogHu TYyT? — TBEpAbIM rofiocom cnpocun Peibak, ctost B npoxoge.

— Hy.

— A oteuy roe?

— Tak HerTy.

— A maTb?

— Mawmka y aagbkm EmenbsiHa monotut. Ha xneb 3apabatbiBaeT. Begb Hac 4eTBepo edoKoB, a
OHa ofHa.

— Oro, kak Tbl pa3bupaewbca! A Tam 4To — efokm cnat? JlagHo, nycTb cnaT,

— Tuwe ckasan Pbibak. — Tbl YeM NOKOPMUTL HAC Hangewb?

— A 6ynbb60ouky Mamka yTpoM Bapwuna, — OTO3Bancs CrI0BOOXOTNMBbLIA AETCKUIN rofnoc.

ToTyac Ha nony Tam 3atonanu 6ocble NATKA, N N3-3a 3aHaBECKM BbIrNaHyNa eBOYKa NeT OeCATu
CO BCKITOKOYEHHbIMW BOSIOCAMU Ha rofnose, B ASIMHHOBATOM M 3aHOLLEHHOM CUTLEBOM MnaTtbe.
UepHbIMK rnaseHkaMmmn oHa KOpPOTKO B3rnsHyna Ha COTHMKOBA, HO He ncnyranacb, a ¢ XO351MCKOn
YBEPEHHOCTbLIO NOAOLLMA K MeYu 1 Ha LbINoYKax NOTsHYNach K BbICOKOBATON NS HEE 3arHeTKe.



UT106bI HE MeLwwaTb e, COTHMKOB OCTOPOXXHO MOABUHYI B CTOPOHY CBOK 6egonary Hory.

[Mog OKHOM CTOSIN HEMOKPbLITLIA CTOJ, BO3M€E HEro Obinia Ckambsa C IMUHAHOW MUCKOW; AeBOYKa
nepecTtasuna MUCKY Ha KOHeL, CTONa U BbITPSAXHYNAa B HEE U3 ropLuka KapToLky. [1BuxeHus ee
ManeHbKMX pykK Oblny yrnoBaTtbl U HE OYEHb JTOBKM, HO AEBOYKA C O4YEBUAHbIM YCepanem
cTapanacb yroguTb roCTAM — BbIHYIa U3 NOCYAHUKA HOX, NOBO3UBLUNCL B TEMHOM Yriy,
nocTaBwusa Ha CTof Tapenky ¢ 60nbWMMN CMOPLLEHHBIMW Orypuamu. [1oTom oTowna K neym n ¢
MonyanuebiM NOBOMNBITCTBOM CTana paccMaTpmBaTb 3TUX BOOPYXKEHHbIX, 3apocLumnx bopogamu,
HaBepHO, CTpaLIHOBATbIX, HO, 6€3YCNOBHO, MHTEPECHbIX ANS HEE N0AEN.

— Hy, paBsan nogpybaem, — nogancs k ctony Poibak.

COTHMKOB €eLLe He OTorperncsi, Hamep3Leecs ero TeNo coaporanock B 03HO6e, HO OT KapPTOLLKN Ha
cTOne CTPYWUNCs Nerkun, yamBuTenbHO apoMaTHbI napok, 1 COTHUKOB BCTan cO ckaMenku. Pbibak
nomor emy nepebpaTtbCs K CTONy, YCTPOUI Ha CKaMbe paHeHyto Hory. Tak 6bino ygobHee.
COTHMKOB B34 TENMYH, Cnerka NnoaropeBsLUyo KapTodenuHy 1 NnpuBanuiica CNUHOMW K
nobeneHHon 6peBeHYaTon cTeHe. [leBoyka C NpPexHen yBaXXMTENbHOCTbIO CTOANAa B NpOXoae U,
Konynas Kpawn 3aHaBecku, 6pocana Ha HuX GbICTpble B3rnsAbl CBOMX TEMHbIX rNnas.

— A xneba 4To, HeT? — cnpocun Pbibak.

— Tak Byepa JleHuk Bce cben. Kak mamky »xxaanw.

Pbibak, nomeanue, gocran ns-3a nasyxum NpuxBadeHHyo y CTapocTbl ropOyLLKY U OTIIOMUA OT Hee
KycoK. 3aTemM OTnoMun apyrorn n mosnya npoTaHyn geso4ke. Ta B3ana xneb, Ho ecTb He cTana —
OTHecna 3a neperopoaky U CHoBa BEpPHyIiach K neyu.

— W paBHO maTb Monotnt? — cnpocun Poibak.

— Ot nosaByepa. OHa ewe Hegento MoNoTUTbL bByaer.

— [MoHsaTHo. Tel cTapwas?

— Ara, g 6onblwas. Kata ¢ JleHnkom manble, a MHe yXe OeBATb.

— MHoro. A HemueB y Bac HeTy?

— OpgHaxapbl npuedxann. Kak Mbl ¢ MaMkon kK TeTke ["'eneHe xoaunu. Y Hac nogcBmHka psiboro
3abpanu. Ha mawmHe yBesnu.

COTHMKOB KOe-Kak NpornoTun napy KaptodenuH 1 onsTb 3alenicd B CBOEM HEOTBA3HOM Kaluse.
MuHYT NsaTb TOT 6K ero Tak, YTo Kasanocb — BOT-BOT YTO-TO o6opBeTcs B rpyaun. [1oTom HEeMHOro
OTrerno, Ho cTano He 0 KapTodens, OH TONbKO BbINUIT MOMKPYXXKW BOAbl U 3aKpbiS rnasa. B
OLLYYLLLEHNAX ero 4YTo-To NIbIfo, Kayanocb, 6one3HeHHO-CNagocTHaa nctoma ybatokmsana, oH
3acbinan. B saamyTHeHHOM CO3HaHMM BbICTPO OTAANANUCH CMeLlumBatoLmnecs ronoca Peibaka u
OEBOYKM.

— A MaTb TBOI KakK 3BaTb? — XPYCTs Orypuom, cnpawmsan Pbibak.

— Hemunxa.

— Ara. 3HauuT, Baw nanka demMban?

— Hy. A ewe ABrmHbs MamKy 30BYT.

Bbino cnbiwHo, Kak Pbibak 3ackpunen ckambeli, HAaBEPHO MOTSAHYICH 3@ HOBOW KapTOhennHOMn,
nog CToNoMm 3arpemMenu ero canorun. Pasrosop Ha kakoe-To BpeMsi YMOJIK, HO 3aTeM Npo3By4yar
BKpPa44uMBbIv, C NyKaBbiM MOGOMLITCTBOM rOfOC AEBOYKN:

— [anq, a Bbl NapTU3aHbI?



— A 1ebe 3ayem 3HaTb? [NanaHka eue.

— A BOT 1 3Halo, 4YTO NapTM3aHbl.

— 3Haelb, Tak NoMonyu.

— A TOro gsato, HaBepHo, paHunu, na?

— PaHunu vnuv HeT, o Tom Hu ryry. NoHana?

[eBo4ka npomornyana. PasroBop Ha MUHYTY 3aTUX.

— 4 3a mamkor cberato, xopoLuo?

— Cunau n He pbinancs. A TO eLle HaKknNn4yeLlb Kakyro Xonepy.

— Xonepa Ha Hux! JTiogn Mbl nnu ckotuHa?

— Bbinun nogw. ..

Ho aTo yxe He HacToslwee — 31O ronoca m3 npowwnoro. CosHaHne CoTHUKOBA eLle ycnesaeT
OTMETUTb 3TOT NOYTU HEYNOBUMbIN Nepexon B 3abbiTbe, N Aanblue YXXe BUANTCA TOT, PAHEHHbIV B
HOTy NENTEeHaHT, KOTOPbIN eABa KOBLINSET B KOMIOHHE, ONUpasicCb Ha nneyo 6onee Kpenkoro
ToBapuuwa. Y nenteHaHTa 3abMHTOBaHa eLle 1 ronoea. bUHT cTapbii, rpA3HbINA, C 3anekwencs
KOPKOW KpOBM Ha Nnby; nccoxwume rybbl 1 HEXOPOLLNI NNXOPaA0YHbIN 6neck NoKpacHeBLUNX rnas3
npuaatrT ero ncxygasLuemMy nuuy Kakom-To nonycymacwenwmin sua. OT ero paHeHou Horu
pacrnpocTpaHsieTcs Takon cmpag, YTo COTHMKOBA Crierka MyTuUT: CnagkoBaTbIW 3anax rHunu Ha
NATb LWaros OTpasnseT Bo3ayX. VIX roHAT KONIOHHOM B Nec — pefeHbKUI COCHAYOK Npu Jopore.
Moa Horamm nepecbinaeTcst 6enbii, C XBOMHbIMU UrofIkaMu NECOK, HELLLaAHO XOKeT NonyaeHHoe
conHue. KoHHbIe 1 neLume HeMubl COMpoBOXAAK0T KOSTOHHY.

[(OBOpAT, FOHAT paccTpenuBaThb.

OTO NOXoXe Ha npaBgy — TYT Te, Koro otobpanu n3 Bce MHOroTbICS4HON Macchl B LUTanare:
nonnTpaboTHMKN, KOMMYHUCTbI, EBPEN U NpoYmne, YeM-NnMBo Bbi3BaBLUME NOOO3PEHNE Y HEMLEB.
CoTHMKOBa NOCTaBMMM cloda 3a HeyaadHbli nober. HaBepHO, TaM, Ha NecyaHbIX XOnMax B
COCHSIKe, ux pacctpensatoT. OHU yxxe YyBCTBYIOT 3TO MO TOMY, KakK, CBEPHYB C JOPOrH,
HaCTOPOXXEHHO Noaobpanncb, CTanu rpoMye NPUKPUKMBATL X KOHBOUPbLI — Havanu TecHee
cbvBaTb B OAVH rypT KONMOHHY. Ha npuropke, BUAHO GbINO, CTOANN U eLle congatbl, HAaBEPHO,
Xganu, 4Tobbl OpraHM3oBaHHO caenaTb cBoe aeno. Ho, cyasa no Bcemy, CryyatoTca HaKnagkm 'y
HemueB. KonoHHa elle He AocTurna npuropka, kak KOHBOMpPbI YTO-TO 3arepretanu ¢ TeMu, 4To
ObINN Ha Kpato COCHAYKA, 3aTeM NPO3BYyYana KoMaHaa BCEM CEeCTb — Kak 0O6bIMHO Aenanocs,
Koraa Hago 6bi1no OCTaHOBUTL ABWXKEHME. [TNneHHble ONyCTUNUCh Ha COMHLUENeKe 1 nog cTeonamm
aBTOMAaTOB CTanu Yero-To XaaTb.

Bce nocnegHue aHn COTHUKOB Obin CNOBHO B NpocTpaumn. YyBcTtBoBan oH ceba CKBEpHO —
obeccunen 6e3 Boabl 1 nuwn. V1 oH monya, B nony3abbiTbu cnuaen cpeam TECHOW TONMbI NI0AeN
Ha Konoyen cyxon Tpase 6e3 0cobbIxX MbICEN B rONIOBE U, HABEPHO, MOTOMY HE Cpasy NMOHAN
CMBbICI NINXOPaA0YHOro wenoTa pagom: «XoTb 0O4HOro, a NpukoH4vy. Bece paBHo...» — «[llorogm
Tbl. [locMOTpuM, 4TO Aanbley». — «Pa3Be HesACHO 4YTO». COTHMKOB OCTOPOXHO MOBEST B CTOPOHY
B3rNs40M — TOT CaMblil €ro cocef-NeMTeHaHT He3aMeTHO ANna Apyrux Aoctasarn U3-nofd rpasHblxX
OMHTOB Ha HOre OBObIKHOBEHHbIN NEPOYNHHBIV HOXMK, U B FNasax ero Tannacb Takas peLummocTb,
410 COTHMKOB Nogymar: Takoro He yaepxulb. A TOT, K KOMy OH obpallancs, — NOXWUon YenoBek
B KOMCOCTaBCKOW, 6e3 neTnuy rumMmHacTepke — onacnvBeo Norngabisan Ha KOHBOMPOB. [1Boe ux,
COMASACb BMECTE, NMPUKypuBanu oT 3aXurankm, OANH Ha KOHe YyTb nooganb 64MTenbHO



ocmaTpuBar KOMOHHY.

OHn eLlle nocrMaenu Ha ConHUe, MOXeT, MUHYT NATHaALUATb, MOKa C XorMa He nochblwanach
Kakasi-To KoMaHAa, U HeMubl Havanu nogHuMaTb KONoHHY. COTHUKOB yXXe 3Har, Ha 4To peLunncs
coceq, KOTOopbIn cpady e Hayan 3abupaTb U3 KONOHHbI B CTOPOHY, NOGnuxe K KoHBoupy. KoHBOMP
3TOT ObIN CUNBHBIN, NPU3EMUCTLIN HEMEL,, KaK 1 BCE, C aBTOMAaTOM Ha rpyan, B TECHOM,
NpONOTEBLUEM NOA MbILKAMK KUTENE; N3-NoS4 MOKPOBATOM C KpaeB CYKOHHOWM NUOTKM BbibuBancs
COBCEM HE apUIACKNUIA — YepHbI, NOYTK CMOMNSHON Yy6. Hemey TOponnMBO AOKYpUn curapeTy,
CMIOHYN CKBO3b 3y0Obl 1, NO-BUOUMOMY HamepeBasiCb NOAOrHaTb KaKoro-TO MAEHHOrO,
HeTepnenveo CTyNuI ABa Lara K KOrnoHHe. B To xe MrHoBeHue nemTeHaHT, CNOBHO KOPLUYH,
Gpocunca Ha Hero c3aam 1 No camblil YHEPEHOK BOH3MUI HOX B €ro 3aropenyto Leto.

KopoTKo KpSKHYB, HeMeL, ocern Ha3eMb, KTO-TO noodanb KpukHyn: «llonyHapal»

— 1 HECKOINbKO YenoBek, OyaTo X NPYXXMHOW METHYIO U3 KONMOHHbI, 6pocunuce B none. COTHUKOB
TOXE pBaHyrcs Npoyb. JlenTeHaHT, KOTopbI CHavana 6exan, HO BAPYr CNOTKHYICS, ynan Ha 60k
noa camble Horn COTHMKOBY M TYT € HOXOM LUMPOKO NonocHyn cebe nonepek xuneota. COTHNKOB
nepeckoyunn Yyepes ero Teno, efBa He HaCTYNyB Ha CYJOPOXKHO CKPHOYEHHYIO PYKY, N3 KOTOPOW,
KOPOTKO CBEPKHYB MOKPbIM f1e3B1EM, Bbinas B NECOK ManeHbKU, C ykasaTernbHbl naney, HOXUK.
3ameluaTenbCTBO HEMUEB ANMMNOCH CEKYHA NATb, HE BOMbLUe, TOTYAC e B HECKOSbKMX MecTax
yaapunu odepean — nepsble Nyny NpoLwwnn Hag ero ronoson. Ho oH 6exan. KaxeTtcs, H1Kkoraa B
XWM3HW OH HE MYarcsl C Takon GeLleHON NPbITbIO, U B HECKOMNBKO LUMPOKMX NPbRKKOB B3Oexan Ha
Byrop ¢ coceHkamu. [ynun yxe rycto n 6ecnopsigo4HO NPOHU3bIBaNKM COCHOBYHO Yally, CO BCEX
CTOPOH ero ocbinasno XBOEW, a OH BCe M4an, He pa3bupas nyTn, Kak MOXXHO Aanblue, TO U Aeno ¢
pagoCTHbIM U3yMreHnem noBTopsasa Npo ceba: «XKus! XKns!»

K coxaneHuto, COCHAYOK oKa3asicd COBCEM Y3€HbKOW HeANMMHHOW NOSIOCKOW, KOTOpas Yepes COTHIO
LaroB HEOXMAAHHO OKOHYMNach, Bnepeau pasnerriochb ycTaBrneHHoe pagamMu KpecTUoB cxxaToe
none. OgHako aeBaTtbCcs eMy 6bIf0 HEKyAa, M OH pPBaHyNCS Aarnblle — Mo CTepPHE Yepes none,
TyOa, rae KypyaBuuCh 3efeHble KyCTbl OfbLUaHuKa.

TyT ero ckopo 3ameTunu, c3agu pasgarncs Kpuk, TPeCHyIn Heaaneknn BoeiCTpen

— Nynsi, CAIOBHO KHYTOM, Xf1ECTKO CTeraHyna ero no 6ptokam, paspybus nycton noprcurap B
kapmaHe. COTHMKOB SIBCTBEHHO NOYYBCTBOBAMN 3TOT yAap U OrMAHYIICA: HU3KO NPUrHYBLUMCL Haz
rPVUBOW fOLLAaAN N BCKUHYB NpaByto, C NUCTONETOM PYKY, 3@ HAM ckakarn BcagHuk. OT nowaam,
MOHSATHO, He yraelwb, 1 COTHMKOB NOBEPHYICSA NULOM K npecrnegosaTento. KoHb easa He cumnb
€ro C Hor, B NocnegH1ii MOMEHT OH KaK-TO YBEPHYICA OT €ro KonbIT, METHYBLUUCH 3a Gnukanwmm
B psiay KpecTteu. Hemel, pe3ko OTKMHYBLUUCH B cearie, BbIGpoCcun pyky — rpoxHyBLUWIA BbICTPEN
nepebun Ha BEpXHEM CHOME NepPensicrio — ConoMa, Tyro NbipCHYB B CTOPOHbI, OCbiNanack Ha
ctepHo. Ho COTHMKOB BCe e yuenern 1 B 0T4asgsHHOM MOopbIiBE CXBaTUM U3-NOL4 HOM KAMEHb —
0ObIYHbIN, pa3MepoM B Kynak, NnoneBon OynbbkHUK. ONATb Kak-TO YKIMOHUBLUMCH OT fiollaan, OH C
cunor 6pocun KameHb NPSAMO B NNLIO BCAHWUKY, TOT NPEXAEBPEMEHHO FPOXHYI BbICTPENOM, HO U
B 3TOT pa3 Mumo. [MovyBCTBOBAB CnacuUTemNbHYIO CUy B 3TUX KaMHsSX, COTHUKOB Ha4van xBaTaTb UX
N3-NoJ HOT 1 WBbLIPATbL B HEMUA, KOTOPbLIN BEPTENCSH Ha pasropa4eHHOM KOHe BOKPYr, HOPOBS
BbICTPENUTb HaBepHsKa. Elle ABa BbICTpena nporpemenu B None, HO U OHU He 3aaenu Gerneua,
KOTOpbIN, 06pagoBaBLUNCL CBOEWN yAaye, C KaMHEM B pyke Bpocunca 3a Apyron psg KpecTLoB.



MNoka Hemey ynpaBnsancsa co B3abibusummcs koHem, COTHUKOB nNpobexan AeCATOK LWaros K
crnegyouwemy psagy s CHoBa KpyTo 06epHyncs, 4Tobbl yaaputb HaBcTpedy. Ha aToT pa3 oH nonan
B ronoBy nowagu, n Hemew, cHoea npomasan. COTHUKOB LUBbLIPHYI B HEFO eLle Tpy KaMHS nogpsa,
yBepTbIBasCb OT NowaAnHbIX KOMbIT 1 BCe Aanblue nepeberas oT KpecTtua K kpecTuy. Ho BoT
KpecCTubl KOHYUNNCL, B pagy octancsa nocrnegHuii. COTHUKOB B M3HEMOXEHUN ynan 3a HAM Ha
KONMEeHU, CxaB B pyKe kKameHb. B aTOT pa3 HemeL, pelunTenbHO HanpaBui KOHS Ha KpecTel,
BMAOMMO HamepeBasiCb CLUMOUTL Berneya konbiTaMmu. KoHb BbICOKO B3BUICSA Ha 3aHUX HOrax u,
€KHYB Cerne3eHKOon, TShKeno npbirHyn, obpylimsas kpectew 1 3aBanueas cHonamm COTHUKOBA.
Magas, TOT, ogHAKO, PaAOCTHO BCKPUKHYI — MPOMENbKHYBLUWIA nepes HUM napabennym B pyke
HeMLa KpYTO BbIFHYNICA BBEPX 3aTBOPOM: Bbilna oborima. [oHsB CBOKO ONMOLWHOCTb, HEMELL
cropsiya pesko ocagun KoHsi, n Torga CoTHMKOB, BCKOYMB, CO BCEX HOM Bpocuncs, K Heganekomy
yXXe KYCTapHWUKY.

Ero npecnegoBatens NoTepsin HECKOMbKO OYEHb BaXKHbIX CEKYH[, MOKa nepesapshkan nucrtoneTt —
Ansi 3TOro Hago 6bino NnpuaepxaTb KoHs, — U COTHMKOB ycnen gobexaTb 40 onbliaHuka. TyT yxe
KOHb eMy 6bin He cTpalleH. He obpalyas BHUMaHUS Ha ONATb pa3gaBLUMecH BbICTPENbI, a Takke
BETKW, pa3gupasLume ero nuuo, oH gonro 6exan, noka He 3abpancsa B 6onoto. [leBatbcs 66110
HeKy[a; U OH Brie3 B KOYKOBAaTYH0, C OKHaMuK CTOS4EN BOAbl TPSCUHY, U3 KOTOPOW yXXe HUKyaa He
Mor BblBpaTbCs. TaM OH MOHAN, YTO €CNKN HEe YTOHET, TO MOXeT cynTaTb cebsi cnaceHHbIM. U oH
3aTauncs, 4o nogbopoaka NorpysvBLUMCE B BOAY U AepXacb 3@ TOHEHbKYHO, C MU3UHELL, NTO30BYHO
BETKY, BCe BPEMS HanpsiXxeHHo coobpaxas: BblgepXunt oHa unu Het. Ecnu 6bl BeTka cnomanacs,
OH Bbl yXXe He yaep»ancs, cunbl Y Hero He octanocb. Ho BeTka He No3Bonuna emy CKpbITbCS C
rofioBoM B NpopBe, Mano-nomarny oH OTAbILANCS U, Kak TOMbKO BOAanu 3atuxna ctpensba, ¢
TPyZ4OM Bblbparncs Ha cyxoe.

Bbina yxxe Houb, OH OoTbickan B HeGe lMonsapHyo 1, NOYTK He Beps B CBOe crnaceHue, nobpen Ha
BOCTOK.
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COTHMKOB HEMOABWXKHO NEeXan Ha CkaMbe 3a CTONOM, HaBepHO yCcHyn, a Peibak nepecen nobnuxe
K OKHY M M3-3a KOCsika cTan HabnoaaTtb 3a TponmHkon. OH HEMHOro nepebun rono KapTOLLKOW,
Aenatb TYT eMy ObIfIo HeYero, HO 1 YTK BbINo Henb3s — NPUXOAMNOCH XAaTb. A KOMY He
N3BECTHO, YTO XXAaTb W JOMOHATb Xy>Xe BCEro.

HaBepHo, No 3TON Mnn eLle No Kakon-nmbo NpuYnHe B HEM Ha4yana pacTu gocaga, gaxe 3rnocTb,
XOTS 3NMTbCA BpoAe M He Bbino Ha Koro. Pa3se Ha COTHMKOBA, KOTOPOro OH HE MOr OCTaBUTb Ha
aTux Aaeten. Xossrka He Bo3BpaLyanach, NocnaTtb 3a HeW OH He peLuarncs: Kak B TakoM gerne
nonaratbcsi Ha pebaTeHka?

W OH cnpaen y okHa, HEM3BECTHO Yero oXxunaas, NpuCnyLnBasch K cnyvarHbiM 3Bykam M3BHe. o Ty
CTOPOHY NepPeropoaKkn NoBCTaBanu AeTu, Chnbllanacb UX NPUrnyLeHHas BO3HSA B KpoBaTn —
MHOrga Ha Npoxoae oToaBuranachb AeploXka, U B LLENN NoaBnsanock Myp3aTtoe,
nobonbITCTBYHOLWEE NNYNKO. HO OHO TyT e ncyesano. [leBoyka Tam KpUKNMBO KOMaHgoBana,
HWKOrO He BbINycKasa n3-3a Neperopoaku.

Pbibak 4o menbyanwmx nogpobHOCTEN U3YUYnn CTEXKY 3a OKHOM, OCTaTK1 pasfioMaHHOW N3ropoam
N Kpar HEOrOPOXXEHHOIO Knaaduua ¢ KONYMM KyCTapHUKOM No mexe. Tpsnka, 3aTbikaBLuas
pa3butoe CTEKNOo, HEMMOXO CKpbiBana ero B OkHe. Ha CbIpoM rHMNoOBaTOM NOAOKOHHMKE CTOSAO
HECKOSbKO rPSA3HbIX My3bIPbKOB OT NeKapCTB, Bananmch KNyOoK NbHSAHbIX HUTOK U TPSNUYHas
KyKna, rnasa un poT KOTOpown 6bIi MICKYyCHO HapUCOBaHbl YepHunamu. Hanpotme 3a cTtonom
BGecnokonHo aplwan Bo cHe COTHUKOB, KOTOPOro Hago Obino yCTpouTb HagexXHee, HO ANt TOro
Hy>KHa Oblna xo3sanka. ToMscb U HEpBHMYAsA B HEONpeaeneHHOM CBOEM OXunaaHun, Peibak noutn
C HENPUA3HbBIO CryLan He34opOBOE AblXaHne ToBapuLa, Bce BonblUe COKPYLLAasACb OTTOro, YTO
UM Tak He noBes3no cerogHs. M Bce ns-3a CotHmkoBa. Pbibak Obin He3nom 4yenosek, HO, cam
obnagasi HeNnnoOXmMM 340POBLEM, OTHOCUIICS K BONbHBIM 6€3 N3NULLHEro COMYBCTBUS, HE MOHMMAS
MHOr4a, Kak 3T0 BO3MOXHO NPOCTYAUTBLCH, 3aHEMOYb, pacxBopaTbcd. «[dencTtButensHo, — gyman
OH, — 3aboneTb Ha BOVHE — CaMOe HeMernoe, YTo MOXHO U NpUayMaTby.

3a BpemMsi NpoaoIKUTENBbHON CryXObl B apMuM B HEM NOSABMIOCH HECKOSbKO NpeHebpexnTenbHoe
YyBCTBO K cnabbim, 60ne3HeHHbIM, pa3HOro poAa HeyaavHukam, KOTopble Mo TeM Unu ApYrum
npuYMHaM 4ero-To He Mornn, He ymenu. OH-TO cTapancs ymeTb U MoYb Bce. [NMpaBaa, 40 BONHbI
Koe B 4em ObIno TpyaHOBaTO, OCOBEHHO Koraa Aeno Kacanocb rpaMmoTHOCTU, 06pa3oBaHnUst — OH
He MoBUN KHWXHON HayKu, ANs KOTOPOW HYXHbl 6binn TepneHue n yengumsocTb. Poibaky 6onblue
no aywe 6bI510 XNBOE, peanbHOe AeN0 CO BCEMU €ro Xonotamm, TpygHOCTAMMU U HEYBA3KaMM.
HaBepHO, NO3TOMY OH TpUW roga NPOCAY>KUI CTapLUMHOWN POTbl — XapakTepom ero 6or He
obaenvn, aHeprun Takke xeatano. Ha BovHe Pbibaky B HEKOTOPOM CMbICNE OKa3anochb gaxe
NEerko, No KpamHen mepe, NPocTo: uenb 6opbObl Obina o4eBMAHON, @ HA4 NPOYNMMU
06CTOATENLCTBAMU OH HE OYEHb pasayMbiBas. B nx napTu3aHCKom Xn3HM Npuxoannocb O4YeHb He
CNnajKo, HO BCe-TakuM ferye, 4Yem nNpoLunbIM neToM Ha ppoHTe, n Poibak 6bin gosoneH. B obuwem
eMy NoKa 4YTO Be3ro, HanbonbLlume 6eabl ero 06xoannun, OH NOHAS, YTO FNaBHOE B UX TaKTUKE —
He pacTepAaTbCs, He NPO3eBaTb, BOBPEMS NPUHSATL pelleHne. HaBepHoe, CMbIC NapTU3aHCKOM
6opbbbl 3akntoyancsa B Tom, YTobbl, OTCTamBas COGCTBEHHYHO XXM3Hb, YMHUTbL Bpea Bpary, U TyT OH
YyyBCTBOBan cebsa NONHOLEHHbIM NapTU3aHCKMM 6ONLOM.



— Mawmka, mamka nget! — Baopyr pagoCTHO BCKpuyarna geTeopa 3a neperopoaKon.

Pbib6ak MeTHyn B3rnsiAoM B OKHO U YBUAEN HA CTEXKE XKEHLUNHY, KOTOpast MENKUMU LUaXXKaMm
TOPONANBO cemeHuna K nsbe. [inuHHoBaTas TemHas 1obka, 3aMbl3raHHbIn NONyLyBOoK 1 NNaToK,
TONCTO HaKpPy4YeHHbIV Ha ronoBy, CBMAETENbCTBOBANN HE O NEPBON MONTOAOCTU XO3AMKMK, XOTS, NO-
BMONMOMY, OHa elle He Gbina n ctapon. Cnenys 3a Hen B3rnsaom, Peibak 0OCTOPOXHO
noaBuHyncs 3a okHoM. OT JeTCKOro Kpuka BcTpeneHyncs 3a ctonoMm COTHUKOB, HO, YBUOEB
Pbi6aka nobnm3ocTtu, onATb BbITSHYCA Ha CKaMbe.

Korga B ceHsx CTykHyna wiekonga, Peibak oToOABUHYNCS Ha KOHEL, CKaMbM 1M NOCTapanca NpuHATb
CMOKOWHbIW, BNONHE Ao06ponopsaoyHbin Bua. Hago 6bino kak MOXHO NpuBETNMBEE BCTPETUTD
X035I1iKy, HE HanyraTb N He 0bnaeTb ee: C Hel NPeacTosno AoroBopuTbea 0 COTHUKOBE.

OHa ele He OTKpbINa ABepu, Kak U3-3a NneperopoKku Bbicbinana getsopa — ABe AeBOYKH,
NPUNOAHSIB 3aHABECKY, OCTANNCb Ha BbIXOAE, a NeT NATN Manb4ymk, 60CON, B pBaHbIX, Ha LUNenKax
LWUTaHMLWKax, Gpocuncs K nopory HaBCTpeuy:

— Mawmka, Mamka, a y Hac nantusaHbi!

Bongsa, oHa cpasy noganacb Bnepea, 4Tobbl NoAXBaTUTb Manbynka Ha Pyku, HO BOPYT
BbINPAMUIIACE U C HEAOYMEHHbBIM UCNYroM B3rfsiHyna Ha HE3HAKOMOro e YenoBeka.

— 30paBCcTBYNTE, X0341Ka, — CO BCel [0OpoXenaTenbHOCTbIO, Ha KOTOPYHO OH Obin cnocobeH
cenyac, ckasan Pbibak.

Ho xo3anka yxe corHana c ycranoro nuua ygmerieHMe, MeribkKoM B3rfsiHyna Ha CTon € nycToun
MMWCKOW, N YTO-TO Ha ee Nuue nepeaepHynocs.

— 30paBCTBYNTE, — XONIOAHO OTBETUNA OHA, OTCTPaHAs oT cebsa pebeHka. — CuanTte, 3HaUnT?
— [1a BOT Kak Buaute. Bac xaem.

— OT0 Kakas xe y Bac KO MHe HagobHOCTbL?

HeT, TyT He 3anagmnoch YTO-TO, XXEHLMHA ABHO HE XOTena HacTpamBaTbCA Ha TOT TOH, KOTOPbIN
en npegnaran Pbibak, — 4TO-TO CypOBOE€, 3M10€ 1 CBapnvBoe NOCrbILWanoch B ee ronoce.

OH noka cmonyarn, a oHa TEM BPEMEHEM pacCTerHyna CTapeHbK1I NaTaHbli TyNynyuK, ctawmna ¢
ronosbl NnaTok. PeiGak npuctanbHO BrasiabiBancs B Hee — CBansHHble, HeYecaHble BONOCHl,
3arnblfieHHblE MOYKM YLLIEN, YTOMIIEHHOE, KaKoe-TO Cepoe, He OYEHb eLLe 1 MOXUIT0e NNLO C CeTbIo
paHHUX MOPLUMH BO3rie pTa KpaCHOPEeYnBO CBUAETENLCTBOBAIN O HENPEXOASLLEN ropeym ee
TPYOOBOW XXU3HWN.

— Kakas ewe HagobHocTb? — OHa Gpocuna NNaTok Ha LWeCT BO3re neyu, onaTb noBena
B3rNs40M Ha KOHeL, cTona ¢ muckon. — Xneba? Cana? /inu, MoxeT, vl Ha SndHuLy
3axoTenocb?

— MbI He HeMubl, — caepXaHHO ckasan Pbibak.

— A KTO Xe Bbl? MoxeT, KpacHble apmenLbl? Tak KpacHble apMeiLbl Ha (PPOHTE BOIOKOT, a Bbl
TONbKO MO 3ayrnam wacrtaete. [la ewe nogasain Bam 6ynbOGOYKKM, OrypUMKOB... [[anbka, BO3bMMK
INeHnka! — KpukHyna oHa cTapLuen, a cama, He pa3feBasiCb, Ha CKOPY pyKy Hadana npmbupatb
BO3M€ MeyYn: ropLUkn — Ha 3arHeTky, Begpo — K Nopory, BEHUK — B Yron.

3a CTonom Havarn HacTon4mBo KawnsaTe COTHMKOB, OHa NOKOCUMACh Ha Hero, Haxmypunacb, HO
npomonyana; npogoskasa youpaTb, 3agepHyna rpasHyto 3aHaBecKy Hag nas3oMm B Nogneybe.
Pbibak nogHancs, cosHaBas, 4To gonycTun owmnbky: BuaMmo, obpallatbecs ¢ Hel Hago Obino
NnocTpoXe, C 3TON CBapnMBOWN, pasapaxeHHon 6abown.



— HanpacHo, TeTka. Mbl K Bam no-xopoLuemy, a Bbl pyratbCs.

— {1 pasBe pyratocb? Ecnu 6bl 9 pyranack, Bawuen 6bl 1 HOrm 3aecb He 6bino. Libiy Bbl, Xonepbi!
Bac elue He xBaTano! — npukpukHyna oHa Ha geten. — ['ang, Bo3bMu JleHuka, ckasana! JleHuk,
nobbto!

— A 4, MamKa, nanTnsanoB CMOT/IETb XO4Y.

— £ Tebe nocmMoTpro! — € yrpo301 TONHya OHa K Neperopoake, u Aetn ncyeanu. — Maptumsaxol!
Pbibak BHMMaTenbHO Habnoaan 3a Hel, pasMbliWNAs: 0T4Yero 6ol e 6biTb TAKOW 3101, 3TOM
Hdemumnxe? B ronose ero BO3HWKaNn camble pasfinyHble Ha 3TOT CYET NPeanonoXeHUs: XeHa
nonuuas, kakas-Hubyab poaHs 34eLUHEro CTapoCTbl UK, MOXET, YeM-NNBo 0bmKeHHas npu
CoseTtckon Bnactu? Ho, nopasmbicnvne, OH OTOPOCKN BCE 3TN AOMbICHbI, ABHO HE BA3aBLUMECS C
HWULLLEHCKMM BMOOM 3TOM XXEHLUMHBbI.

— A rge tBon [Jlemka? — Bapyr cnpocun Peibak.

OHa BbINpsAMUNach 1 Kak-TO HACTOPOXEHHO, MOYTU UCNYraHHO B3rNsHyMNa Ha Hero:

— A Bbl OTKyaa 3HaeTe [lemky?

— 3Haewm.

— Yero x Toraa cnpawmsaeTe? Pa3se Tenepb 6abbl 3HaOT, rae nx myxukun? NMobpocanu, BOT n
XMBM KaK XOueLlb.

OHa B3sina ¢ nopora BEHVK U Ha4yana 3ameTaTb Bo3ne neyun. Bce ee pasmalumcTble BUXKEHUS
CBUAETENbCTBOBANM O KpAaNHEM HEPACNONOXEHUN K 3TUM HenpoLueHbIM roctsam. Peibak Bce
ayman, He 3Hasi, Kak HakoHeL, NoACTYNUTbCS K [lemynxe ¢ TeM rnaBHbIM pa3roBopoMm, paau
KOTOPOro OH Aoxuaancs ee.

— TyT, BUanULWb NK, TeTKa, TOBapwLL, TOrO...

OHa pasorHynacb, nogo3puTensHoO B3rngaHyna Ha CoTHMKOBa B yrny. TOT ABMHYINCS, NOMbITancs
BCTaTb M 3aMETHO Nogasun CTOH. [leMynxa Ha MMHYTY 3amepria C BEHUKOM B pykax. Pbibak
NOOHANCA CO CKaMbMW.

— BoT Bnguwb, Nnoxo emy, — ckasan oH.

COTHMKOB MUHYTY KOp4mncsa oT 6onu B Hore, obenmmn pykammn gepxxacbh 3a KOfieHO 1 Cxumas 3yObl,
4yTObbI HE 3aCTOHATb.

— YepT, npucoxna, HaBepHoO.

— A Tbl He geprawncs. Jlexun. Tebs ke He TOHAT.

MNoka Peibak ycTpamBan Ha ckambe ero Hory, [lemynxa Bce xmMmypunacb, HO Mano-nomany
pe3KkoBaToe BblpaXXeHne Ha ee nuue ctano CMAr4aTbCs.

— NognoxuTb YTO-HNBYAb HAQO, — CKa3ana OHa M nowuna 3a Neperopoaky, OTKyaa BbiHECHa
CTapyto, C BbIfe3LWnMUN KIOYbsIMU CEPOK BaTbl, USMATYIO TENOrpenky. — Ha, Bce marye byaer.
«Tak, — MbicneHHo otmeTun Poibak. — 310 gpyroe geno. Moxer, ewe nogobpeet ata 3nas
6aba». COTHMKOB NPUNOAHSANCA, OHa CyHyna Tenorperiky nog ero ronoey, U OH, NoKawwnueasg, TyT
e onycTuncs cHoBa. [lbixaHne ero no-npexxHemy 6bi10 YacTbiM U TPYAHbIM.

— bonbHoON, — yxXe apyrnm TOHOM, crokonHee ckasana emunxa. — Xap, sBuaHo. BoH kak roput!
— lMporigem — oTmaxHyncsa pykon Peibak. — Huvero ctpaluHoro.

— Hy KoHe4HO, Bam BCe He CTpallHO, — Havana cepauTbcs xo3anka. — W ctpensioT Bac — He
cTpawHo. 1 4yTo maTb rae-to yonusaetca — Hu4Yero. A Ham... 3enbsa Hago CBapUTb, HANUTLCS,
BCMNOTETb. A TO BOH Knagbve pagom.



— Knapbuwe — He camoe xyalwee, — Kawnsas, ckazan COTHMKOB.

OH KaK-TO HEXOPOLLO OXMBUICHA NOCNE KOPOTKOro 3abbITbsl, HABEPHO, OT TemMnepaTypbl Pe3Ko
pacKpacHEeNUCh LLEKKU, B rrnasax NosiBUCA NMxXopagoyHbli 6neck, HeectecTBEHHast NOPbIBUCTOCTb
CKBO3WNa B €ro ABMKEHMUSAX.

— Yt0 Xe ewe MoxXeT ObITb Xy)Xe? — gonbiTbiBanack [Jemumxa, ybupasa co ctona MUCKN. —
HaBepHO X, B NeKNo He Bepute?

— Me1 B pai Bepum, — wytnmeo 6pocun Poibak.

— [oxpeTtechb pas, a Kak xe.

3abpsikaB 3aCcnoHKoN, Xx03saKKa nonesna B neyb, 3agsurana tam YyyryHamu. OgHako noxoxe 6bino
Ha TO, YTO OHa YXXe ycrnokounacb, gaxe nogobpena. Poibak yyBCcTBOBan 310 1 Aymar, YTo, MOXeT,
Kak-nnbo Bce eLle yCTPOoMUTCS.

— Hawm 6bl Tennon Boanykn — paHy obmbITe. PaHunu ero, TeTka.

— [a yx BnxXy. He cobaka ykycuna. BoH Bcto Houb nog Ctapocenbem 6axanu, — Kak Obl
HeB3Havan coobLuna oHa, onepLUNCh Ha yxBaT. — [(OBOPSAT, O4HOro Nonuuas NoACTpenunu.

— Monnuyana?

— Hy.

— A KTO cKasan?

— Bbabbl roBopunu.

— Hy, ecnn 6abbl, TO BEpHO, — yNbIGHYNCS Ha KOHUE ckamenkn Poibak. — OHK BCe 3HalOT.
Hdemunxa cepamTo ornsiHynach OT neyu.

— A 410, HeT? BabbI-To 3HalOT. A Bbl BOT He 3HaeTe. Ecnu Gbl 3Hann — He cnpawmsBanu.

OHa nogana um BoAy B YYryHKe M Hanpasuiachb 3a 3aHaBeCKy K AeTAM.

— Hy, Bbl y>k camn. A TO He XxBaTano MHe eLle Bam NOopTKM CHUMATb.

— JlagHo, nagHo, — cornacuncs Peibak n ctynun k CoTHukoBy. — [1aBai 6ypok CHUMEM.
CoTHukoB cxan 3ybbl, BUENWUCA pyKkamu B CKambto, 1 Pbibak ¢ ycunmem craimn ¢ ero Horun
MOKpPbIV, OKpOBaBMEHHbIN 6ypok. Janblie Hago Obino cHATb 6ptokn, 1 COTHUKOB, NMOMOPLLMBLUUCE,
BbbKar:

— A cawm.

BugaTb no Bcemy, emy 6binio My4ntenbHO 6OMbHO, 1 BCE XKe, pacCTerHyB, OH CABUHYN A0 KONMEHeMN
TaKkKe OKpoBaBfieHHble WTaHbl. Cpean NoacOoXLIMX KpOBaBbiX MOATEKOB Ha Tene Puibak yBuaen
HakoHeL, paHy. OHa oka3anacb coBceM HebonbLIOW, nognyxLwen, ¢ CuHeBaTbiM 0604KOM-BOKPYT 1
C BMAy BOBCE He CTpaLlHON — TUNWUYHOW NyfeBOW paHOW, KOTopas eLle Y4yTb-4yTb KpOBOTOUMNA.
C apyrou cTopoHbl 6egpa Bbixoga He 6bIfo, YTO 3HAYMNO: NyNA 3acTpsina B Hore. JTO yxe 6bIno
MoXyxe.

— [a, cnenoe, — o03aboyeHHo cka3an Poibak. — MNpuaetca gocraBars.

— JTagHo, Tbl Xe He JOoCTaHelb, — Hadvan pasgpaxatbca CoTHMKOB. — Tak 3aBA3blBal, Yero
pasrnagpiBaThb.

— Huyero, yto-To Npuaymaem. XosstoLwka, MOXeT, U nepeBasaTb YeM HangeTca?

— rpomye cnpocun Peibak, a cam MOKpbIM MOMOTEHUEM Havyan otTupaTtb C Tena NoA4COXLUYHO
KpOBb.

Hora CoTHukoBa GonesHeHHO B3gparvneana, ToT, O4Hako, Hanpsarancs u Tepnen, un Poibak
nogymar, 4to, B o6LieM, paHEHME HE CINLLIKOM TSKenoe, ecnv TOMbKO Nynga He 3aena KOCTy.



Ecnu nynto nseneyb, To 3a mecsy Bce 3apacTteT. Kyaa BaxHee 6bino 3T0T Mecay, rae-1o
nepenpaTaTbCA, YTOObI HE MONACTb K HEMLUAM.

Bckope [lemunxa nosiBunach B ABEPAX C YNCTbIM NONOTHAHBIM 0OpPbIBKOM B pykax, n COTHMKOB
CTECHUTENTbHO ChEeXUICS.

— He 6ontecb! HaTe BOT, nepeBA3biBaliTe, YEM Haluna.

Bce Bpems, noka Pbibak 6GuHToBan 6eapo, COTHUKOB, CxXnmas 3ybbl, NOAABNSAN CTOH U, Kak TOMbKO
BCe ObINIO0 OKOHYEHO, NNACTOM CBanNUIICs Ha ckaMblo. Pbibak CNoNoCcHyN B YyryHKe pyKu.

— Hy BOT onepauyus n 3akoH4YeHa. Xosstowka!

— Bwxy, He cnenasi, — ckasana [emunxa, nossnssach B ABEPSIX.

— A yTO panblie — BOT 3areo3gka. — Pbibak ¢ oueBnaHom 3ab60ToM CABUHYI HA 3aTbINOK LIanKy
1 BOMNPOCUTENBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha XEHLUMHY.

— A 4 pasBe 3Hato, YTO y Bac garnbLie?

— Mot OH HEe MOXeT — qoaKT.

— Cioaa xe npuwern.

HaBepHO, OHa 4YTO-TO NOYYBCTBOBAsa B €ro JanbHeEM HaMeKke, U OHU MPUCTarbHO U HACTOPOXXEHHO
nocMoTpenu Apyr Apyry B rnasa. M atu ux Hegonrue B3rnsaabl ckasanu 6onblue, Yem Mx Criosa.
Pbibak cHoBa oLwyTun B cebe HeyBepeHHOCTb — YTO Y FOBOPUTL: CIIULLKOM Tsbken Obin TOT rpys,
KOTOPbIN OH cCOBMpancs NepenoXnTb Ha NeYn 3TOM BOT XKeHLWMHbl. Bnpoyem, oHa, BUaaThb, He
Xy>Ke ero noHmmana, kKakoMmy nogsepranacb puUcky, ecnum Obl cornacunacb ¢ HUM, U NOTOMY
pewunna CToATb Ha CBOEM.

B noBonbHO 6ernom, 4o cuMx Nop HU K YeMy He 065A3bIBalOLLEM Pa3roBOpe HacTynuna 3amuHka.
COTHMKOB BbbKMAaTENbHO NPUTUX HA CKaMbe, a Pbibak 03ab04eHHO B3rNsAHYN B OKHO.

— Hemup!!

Kak yxaneHHbln OH OTNPSHYN K MOPOry, 3a Kakyk-To OO0 CeKyHAbl BCE Xe YCrneB CXBaTUTb
B3rNsiA0M HECKOSbKMX BOOPYXXEHHbIX MOAEN, CTOAWMX Ha Knaabuie. OHM MMEHHO CTOSANN, a He
UMW, XOTS OH AaXe He NMOoHAN, Kyaa Obinun obpalleHbl X nuua, — OH TONbKO YBUAEN UX CUNY3TbI C
TopYaLwMMn n3-3a CrnvH CTBOIaMy BUHTOBOK.

COTHMKOB NOAHSANCA B yrny, 3awapwn Boane cebsi pykou, cTapasiCb CXBaTUTb Opyxune. Xo3sanka
Kak cTosina, Tak U 3amepna, KpoBb pa3oM OTXJbIHyMa OT ee Nuua, BAPYr CTaBLUEro COBepLUEHHO
cepbiM. PeiGak cHavyana 6pocuncs kK ABepu, HO TyT Ke BEpPHYINCS, 4Tobbl ewe pa3 B3rnsaHyTh B
OKHO.

— WNpyT! Tpoe croga nayt!

HenctButenbHo, Tpoe C Knagduua He cneLua LWn BHU3 K CTEXKE, Kak pa3, HaBepHO, Mo MX
HegasHuMM criegam. Kak Toneko Peibak yBuaen a1o, BHYTPY B HEM BCE CXanocb B LEMSLLEM
npeayvyscTBum 6eabl. HuKorga oH He nyrancs Tak, Aake cerogHsilHEN HoYbto B norne. Kasanoch,
caMbIiM pa3yMHbIM Tenepb ObIno 6exaTb, HO OH Bpocun B3rnsia4 Ha CKOPYEHHOrO Ha CKamMbe
CoTHMKOBA, C)KUMAaBLLErO B pyKe BUHTOBKY, M OCTaHOBUNCS. bexaTb 6bi1o Henb3sa. Jemunxa,
HaBepHO, TaKxXe NoHAMa 3To U BAPYr 3aTBepamMna NaHN4YeCKUM LLIEeNOTOM:

— Ha yeppak! Ha yeppak! JlesbTe Ha Yepaak!

Hy, pasymeeTcs, Ha Yepaak, rae xe eLle MOXHO CNpATaTbCs B KpeCTbAHCKON n3be. OHM CyHynucb
B TEMHOBAaTbIE CEHW, B YTy KOTOPbIX YepHer KBagpaTHbIM Na3 Ha Yepaak, Ho NTECTHULbI Mo, HUM
He 6bIn0o, 1 Pbibak BCKOYMN Ha KaMEHHbIE KpYyrn XXePHOBOB. TaM OH nepebpocun Ha Yyepaak



BMHTOBKY W OrNSHYIICS.
— [HaBau TBOIO!

CoTHuMKOB, paccTaBmB pyku, nepebupancs Yyepes nopor, demunxa nogaepxmsana ero. OH nogan
BMHTOBKY, U Pbibak Takke CyHyn ee B TEMHYIO Ablpy Yepaaka. 3atem, efBa He ONpPOKUHYB
XepHoBa, BTawmn Ha Hux CoTHuKoBa. BepxHee 6peBHO oTctofa Obino elye BbICOKO, HO Pbibak
BCe-Taku JOTHAHYICHA A0 Hero u, rpemMsi No CTeHe canoramu, Kak-To B3obpanca Hasepx. TyT xe
yxBaTun 3a nNpoTsHyTble pykn CoTHMKOBA. [lemMmuynxa Bce Bpems ycepaHO, XOTA U He B nag,
nomorana cHuady; CoTHUKOB ocnabeno kapabkancs, Hanparadacb U3 NOCNeAHNX CUM, U HaKoHeL
nepesanuncs Yepes BepxHee BPeBHO CTEHbI.

— Tam nakns! 3a nakno nesbte!l — nogckasbiBana CHU3Y Xo3anka.

Pbibak npobexan no Markor YepaavyHon 3acbinke. TyT, Kak U B CEHSIX, FOCMOACTBOBar Nonympak,
XOTS U3-NOA KPbILW N CKBO3b MareHbKoe CIyXOBOE OKOLLKO BO (PPOHTOHe NpobuBanocb HEMHOIo
cBeTa, B KOTOPOM Oblf1 BUAEH LWMPOKUIA CTONO KUPNNUYHOW TPyObl, Kakne-to 06GHOCKN Ha OSTMHHOM
LecTe, crnoMaHHas npsnka BHM3y. [oogane noa Kpbiwen OH paccMoTpen NopsaLoYHbIM BOPOX
naknu.

— Cropa pasan!

CoTHuKOB, NOo406paB BUHTOBKY, Ha YeTBepeHbKax Nogarncs noA CKOC KpbIWW B Yror, Kyaa ykasarn
Pbibak, 1 TOT, no4AeB canoromM, HaBanwumn Ha Hero Bopox naknu. NoTom n cam 3aTtucHyncs nog
KpblLLY 3a CNUHY TOBapuLLa.

3amepeB, OHU nexanu, eBa CnpaBnsAsicb ¢ AblxaHneM. B Hoc wnbano peskMm nNeHbKOBbIM
3anaxom, KocTpa 13 naknv obcbinana nuuo 1 Kononack 3a BOPOTHUKOM. Hanpsrasa cnyx, Peibak
cTaparncs noHATb, WX HEMLbI MO UX Criedam Unn Tak NPOCTO HanNpaBnsNUCh B AepesHto. Ecnu no
crnepam, To, pasymeeTtcs, 6yayT uckaTb. Toraa Bpsg nv UM TyT oteugeTscs. B rpyam CoTHukoBa
rPOMKO XpUneno, 3To MeLlano crnyLwarb, U BCe e OHW CTapanucb He NPornycTUTb HU OAHOrO 3BYyKa
cHapyxu. Fonoca pasgaBanucb yxxe Tak 6nmn3ko, 4to Poibaka oxBaTuna OToponb: HEMUbI
3aroBopunu ¢ Jemunxon.

— [MpuBerT, cpaBa! Kak xuctb?

OkasblBaeTcs, 910 6bInM nonuuaun, Peibak y3Han nx ¢ nepeoro cnosa. He octaHaBnMBasiCb, OHU
npoLuaranu no ABopy, KaXeTca HanpaBnasch K ABepu. [lemumxa noyemy-To monyana, n Pbibak
BECb HanNpsArcs, CTpacTHO xenasi, YTo6bl OHW NPOLUAN MUMO.

— Yrto monumwb? 30BK B roCTU, — rfyXoBaTo AOHECNOCH CHU3Y.

— lNycTb Bac Ha knagbulle 30ByT, TakuX rocten, — Oblfl UM OTBET.

«3, He HaJo TakK, — C coxarneHuem nNpoHecnock B ronose y Poibaka. — 3ayem 3agmpatbeal»
YUyTKO BCRyLLIMBAsACH, OH NOYTM CO CTPaxoM nepexusan rpybblie croBa X0351kn U 04eHb onacarics,
YTO Ta KaKMM-HMOYAb HEOCTOPOXHBIM CIIOBOM Pa303nuT UX, U Toraa He MMHoBaTb 6efbl.

— Oro! Tbl 4YTO, HEOOBOSbHA?

— [osonbHa. Pagytock, a kak xe!

— To-10! Boaka ecTtb!

— Ay MeHs naBka, 4Tto nu??

— Torga roHn napy konbéac!

— Ewe yero 3axotenu! M3 kowku s ux Bam Hagenato? [NoaceuHka 3abpanu, a Tenepb konbac nm!



— BoT KaK Tbl Hac BCTpeyaelb! — exuaHo 3ackpunern gpyrouv ronoc. — apTunsaH Tak, HaBepHo,
CMeTaHKoW Kopmuna 6bl.

— Mow geTu nonroga cMeTaHbl He BUAenu.

— A MbI cenvac 310 gerno nposepum!

Hy KOHeuYHO, Henb3s GbINo Tak 3aaMpUCTO 0bpallaTbCs C HAMU, BOT OHU 1 HE NPOLUAN MUMO — KX
TShKEnble Warn 3atonanu yxe B ceHax. Ho, kaxeTtcs, aBepb B n3by elle He OoTKpbiBanu, n Peibak
noxonogern OT HEOXNOAHHOro N TaKOro eCTECTBEHHOro Tenepb NPeanonoXeHus: a Bopyr nonesyT
Ha Yyepaak 3a konbacamm? Ho HeT, NoKa YTO CTyyanu B CEHAX, HABEPHO, OTKMHYIN KPbILLKY
CyHAyKa, YTO-TO TaMm ynarno 1 C rPOMKUM XeCTSAHbIM CTYKOM MOKaTUNOCh Ha non. bosch
weBenbHyTbCA, Pbibak TMXO nexan, Bnepus rnasa B Cyxoe, NoYepHeBLLUEE CTPONUIIO, 1 AyMan:
HeT, NpMWnn He 3a HUMK. Ny T npoayKTbl — OBbIYHbIN NONULIENCKUIA MPOMbICEN B AEPEBHE, a Ha
Knagbuile, No Bcer BEpPOATHOCTH, NOCT-3acaga — OyayT kapaynuTb JOpOry.

OHn Bce elle Wwapunum B ceHdax, kak COTHUKOB pPsiiOM HEECTECTBEHHO Harpsrcs, B rpyan y Hero
YTO-TO Yy)KacatoLLe BCXNUMNHYMO, U Pbibak nouTn obmep B ucnyre — nokasanoch, 3akawnseT. Ho
OH He 3aKalunas, Kak-To caepXarncs, NpUTUX, a OHU Tam, BHU3Y, yXKe CTYKHYNN OBepbio, U BCKOpe
NX ronoca NpuriyLweHHo 3a3By4vanu B n3sbe.

— 'oe xo3anH? B MockoBLUNHE?

— A MHe oTKyaa 3HaTb?

— He 3Haewb? Torga mbl 3Haem. CTach, rge ee MyXuk?

— B Mocksy, HaBepHO, nogancs.

— O, cyka, ckpbiBaeT! A Hy Bpexb en!

— A-ai! Magpl BblI! — Anko 3akpuyvana Jemunxa. — Ytob Bam okoneTtb Ao Beyepa! Utob Bam
rnasa BOpOH nosblknesbiBan! Ytob Bbl geTen cBoux He yBugenu!..

— Ax BoT kak! Ctacsb!

B n3be ncnyraHHo 3aBepelyana getsopa, BCKpMKHYNa 1 ymonkna gesodka. Ul Bapyr us
HanpspkeHHou rpyan COTHMKOBA MyLLEYHbIM BbICTPENOM rpOXHyn Kawenb. Y Poibaka kak 6yaro
obopBanocb YTO BHYTPWU, PYKU NoA Nakner camm peaHynucb K COTHUKOBY, HO TOT KalUAsHYN
cHoBa. B n3be Bce Bpas cmonknn, 6yato BbICKOUMnu U3 Hee. Pbibak C HEBEPOATHOWN CUIOM
3axxmman COTHUMKOBY pOT, Y TOT MyYUTENBbHO AaBUIICS B HEyEeMHbIX NoTyrax. Ho, Bugumo, 6bino
No3gHO — UX YXe ychnblwanu.

— KT0 Tam? — HakoHeL, Npo3By4Yano BHU3Y.

— A HukTO. KOWKa Tam y MEHS NPOCTY)KEeHHasd, HY 1 KawnsaeT, — ChblWwHO 6bIno, nepectas
nnakaTb, UCNyraHHoO 3arosopuna [emyunxa.

Ho ee He cnnLWKOM yBepeHHbI ronoc, HaBepHO, He y6eann NonuLUEnNCKmX.

— Cracb! — BnacTtHO ckomaHaoBarn rpoMKuiA cempenbin 6ac.

Pbibak Ha Bblaoxe 3agepykan AgblxaHue, ¢ HeOObIKHOBEHHOW ACHOCTLIO CO3HaBasi, YTo BCe
nponano. HaBepHo, Hago 6biNo 3awmwaTbCs, CTPensiTb, NyCTb O6bl NOrMGAnN N 3TN HAEMHUKK, HO
Hen3BeCTHO OTKyJa siBUnacb nocneaHss Hagexaa Ha vyygo, nogymarnoch: a Bopyr npoHeceT!

OT yaapa gBepu 0 CTeHy 3agpoxarna n3ba, nonuuan ¢ rpoxoToM NOTPEBOXKEHHOro cTaga
PUHYNNCb B CEHU, HapPY>XHasi ABEepPb pacnaxHynack, Ha Yepaake noj Kpblwen Bapyr crano
ceeTnee. Heemaswmm B3rnagom Peibak yctaBunca B YepHoe pebpo cTponuna, 3a KOTopbIM
TOpYan B CONIOMe CTapblv NOpXXaBreHHbIM cepn. Heckonbko NPOHUKLINX Ha Yepaak TEHEN,



CKpeLLMBasiCb, 3aMeTarnucb N0 COIOMEHHOW U3HaHKE KPbILLUW.

— INecTtHuuy! IecTHunuy gasante! — rpomMkum 6acom komaHgoBan BHU3Y NoOnuuan.

— HeTy nectHuubl, HUKOro Tam HeTY, Yero Bbl NpUUENUIMCL? — CHoBa 3annakana emuynxa.
CTyK, yoap B CTEHy, CKpexeT canor no 6peBHam n coBcem 6nmM3ko — 3aabIXatoLmica ronoc:

— Tak TemHO Tam. Hu YyepTa He BUAaTh.

— Yro He BugaTb? Jlesb, g npukasbiBato, TyAbl-T TBOKO MaTb!

— OWu, KkTO TYT? BbINasb, a To rpaHaton Bnynno! — pasganocb NOYeMy-TO N0 CaMOW KpPbILLEN.
Ho waros no NnoTonky ewie He 6bIno CNbILHO — HaBepHO, Nonuuan Bce-Takm He peLuasncs
nepenesTb CTEHy.

— Tak oH Tebe u BbineseT! — ryaen CHU3y KomaHaMpckui 6ac. — 3aHayka Tam ecTb Kakan?

— EcTtb. CeHo byaro.

— [bIpHM BUHTOBKOW.

— Tak He gocTaHy.

— OT, ngput 18010 MyTTEep! Toxe Bosika! Ha asTomat! ABTomatom YecaHu!

«3JTO yXe BCe, TOYKa», — ckasan cebe Pbibak, noutn omamyecku oLlyLlas, kak ero Teno BOT-BOT
pasHeceT B KIoYybs ropsiyas aBTomaTtHas ovepeab. CTapasicb MCNOMb3oBaTb NOCNeAHNe CekyHabl,
OH MbICIIEHHO METarCH B NoUcKax BbIXo4a, HO abCOMTHO HUIAE HE HAaXOAWM ero: Tak JIOBKO
nonanucb OHM B 3TY NOBYLLUKY. HaBepHO, Bce yxe 6bIno KOHYeHO, Haao 6bino BcTaBaTb, U BAPYT
eMy 3axoTenocb, YToObl nepBbiM nogHANcss COTHMKOB. Bce-Takm OH paHeH u 6oneH, K ToOMy xe
WMEHHO OH Kawunem Bbigan obounx, eMy Kyga ¢ 60nbLIMM OCHOBaAHWEM rOMIOCh CAABaTbCS B
nneH. Ho CoTHMKOB nexan 6yaTo HEXUBOW, BbIFHYICS, HANPArCs BCEM TENOM, MOXOXe Aaxe
nepecrtan v gblwaTtb.

— AX, He neseLwb!

Moa Kpblwer pasgancsa Cyxon MeTaninyeckmnin LWenvyoK — CINLKOM XOPOLLIO 3HaKoMbIn Pbibaky
3BYK aBTOMATHOro 3aTBopa, CABUHYTOro Ha 6oesown B3BoA. [anblie AomKHO 6bIno nocnegosatb
TO camoe xyALlee, 3a YeM HUYEro yXx He cnegyeT. Tonbko Kakas-HMbyab cekyHaa otaensana ux ot
3TOro nocnegHero Mura Mexay >XM3Hbto U CMepTbio, HO U Toraa COTHUKOB He LWEeBENbHYINCS, He
KawnsaHyn gaxe. M Peibak, B nocnegHui pas y>xacHyBLUMCb, OTOPOCKI HOramu nakmio.

— Pyku BBepx! — B3BONMN nonuvuan.

Pbibak nogHsancs, ¢ onackon nogymas, kak 6bl TOT cAypy He BCagun B Hero ovepeab. Ha
YeTBEPEHbKax OH BbINOM3 13-Nog Kpbiwn 1 Bctan. Hag 6peBHOM y nasa HaCTOPOXXEHHO 1
onacrnvBo 3acTblfla rofioBa B KybaHke, psaom Topyan HanpasfeHHbI Ha HEro CTBOJ1 aBToMara.
Tenepb cambim cTpallHbIM Ans Poibaka Obin 3TOT CTBON — OH peluan Bce. ckoca, HO O4YeHb
npucTanbHO nornagbiBas Ha Hero, Pbibak nogHsan pyku. Ouepeam noka 4to He 6bino, rmbenb Kak
OyaTo oTKnaabiBanach, 3To ObINO rMaBHOE, a OCTanbHOE AN HEro Y)XXe HE UMENO 3HAYEeHUs.

— A, nonanucb, ronyb4mkn, B Aywly Bawy matb! — nackoBov 6paHbio NpUBETCTBOBA UX
nonuuamn, B3bmpasch Ha Yepaak.
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OTkyga-To nputawunm necTHuLy, Ha Yepaak Bnesnu Bce Tpoe, Nepepbiniv B yrnax, nepeTpacnum
naknto, 3abpanu BUHTOBKW. [1oka ABOE 3aHMManMcb 0ObICKOM, NIIEHHbIE NOA4 aBTOMaTOM TPETLErO
CTOSINN B CTOPOHE Y AbIMOX0Aa.

CoTHukoB, NogxaB 60CyH0 HOry, NPUCAOHUACA K AbIMOXOAY M Kawnsn. Tenepb yXe MOXHO 6b1no
He CAepXMBaTbCS U HaKalATbLCA BOOBOSb. Kak HM CTpaHHO, HO OH He ucnyrasncs nonvuaes, He
Oo4eHb 6oAncs, YTo MoryT youTb, — €ro ornyLunnio CO3HaHNe HEBOSIbHOW CBOEN OMNOLHOCTU, U OH
My4YMTENbHO NepexmBan oTToro, YTo Tak nogsen Poibaka ga n demunxy. [oToB 6611 NnpoBanuTbCA
CKBO3b 3eMJt0, TONbKO Bbl n3bexartb BCTpeun ¢ [leMunxon, MMeBLUEN BCE OCHOBaHWS BblApaTb
obounm rnasa 3a BCce TO, Ha YTO OHU OBpekanu ee. I oH B 0T4asHUM gyman, YTO HanpacHO OHU
OT3bIBaNMCb, NycTb Obl Nonuuan cTpenann — norndénm Gbl, HO TONbKO BOBOEM.

C rpy6biMu OKpYKaMm Nx TONKHYNN K NECTHULLE BHU3, FAe BO3Ne packpbITOn ABepu B n3be
BCXnunbiBana [lemuynxa n 3a neperopoaKkor ucnyraHHo nnakan manow. Peibak cnes no nectHuue
ckopo, a COTHMKOB 3amMeLlKarncs, cnonsasa Ha O4HUX pykax, U TOT cTapLumi nonuyan —
NAEYNCTbIA MYXUK YrproMoro 6aHANTCKOro Buaa, OAEThIN B YEPHYHO XKENE3HO40POXKHYHO

LWNHEeNb, — TaK XBaTUN ero 3a nne4vo, YTo OH BMeCTe C NIeCTHULEN noneTen Yyepes XepHosa
HaseMb. [1paBaa, OH He OYeHb yaapuncs, TONbKO CUMbHO NOTPEBOXMI HOry — B rnasax
NoOTEeMHenNo, 3axX0NOHYNOCh AblXaHue, U OH He cpa3y, ocnabeno Ha4yan nogHUMaTbCs ¢ nona.

— Y710 Bbl genaete, 3nogeun! OH e paHeH, anu Bbl ocriennu! Jliogoeabl Bel! — 3akpuyana
[emunxa.

CrapLuuvii nonuuarn BaXHO NOBEPHYICSA K APYromy, B KybaHke.

— Cracs!

ToT, BUAHO, yXXe 3Harn, 4YTo OT Hero TpeboBanockb, — BblAEPHY U3 BUHTOBKM LLOMIMOS U CO
CBUCTOM MPOTSHYN UM MO CMUHE XXEHLUMHbI.

— On!

— CBono4b! — Tepss camoobnagaHue, cunaTo BbIKpUKHYN COTHUKOB. — 3a 4TO0? JKEeHLWUHY-TO
3a 4y10?

B3pbiB rHeBa, 0gHaKo, BEPHYN YacTb ero cun, COTHMKOB Kak-TO BCkapabkancsa nog CTeHon u, BeCb
TPACACb, NoBepHyrca k Ctacto. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH He nofyman gaxe, YTO ero KpukK MoxeT
oKasaTbCs NocnegHuUM, YTo nonuuar MoxeT NpucTpenuTb ero. OH He MOr He BCTYNUTLCS 3a 3Ty
HecyacTHyto [lemumnxy, nepen Ko ropov okasancs 6eamepHo BuHoBat cam. OgHaKko NOBKMI Ha
noaxsate Ctacb, BUOHO, HE cOBMpancs noka CTpenaTb, OH TONbKO YXMbINIbHYSCS B OTBET U
TOYHbIM, 3ayYeHHbIM ABMXEHWEM BAEN LWOMMOST B BUHTOBKY.

— bygert 3HaTtb 3a yTO!

COTHUKOB NOHEeMHOry coBnagan ¢ cobow, cnpaBunics ¢ AblxaHWem 1 Hayan ycnokameatbces. Bee
Ob1N10 NPOCTO U CrMLWKOM 06bIYHO. ECcnn He NpucTpensT cpasy, Ha4yHYTCA AONPOCHI U NbITKK,
KOTOpble, KOHEYHO Xe, 3aKoH4YaTCs CMepTbio. Ha kakoe-H1byab cnaceHue OH yxe He
paccunTbiBan.

B ceHsax nx obbickanu: BbIrpebnun n3 kapMmaHoOB CKYAHbIE NOXUTKW, NATPOHbI, PEMEHHbBIMU
CYMNOHSIMU TYro CKpyTuUnu pykm — Pbibaky c3agun, a CoTHMKOBY cnepeau

— 1 yCagunu Ha wepLuaBbli MMUHAHbIA Non. 3aTem cTapwuin nowen B n3by k Jlemunxe, a gpyrom,
koToporo 3Banu Ctacem, octarcs Ha nopore ux KkapaynuTb.



Mopo3HbIn BO3ayx ceHer obxuran 6onbHyto rpyab CoTHMKOBA, B rONOBE Y HEr0 TOLUHOTBOPHO
KPY>KUIOCb, NOLLMMbLIBANIO Ha CTY>XE NPUMOPOXEHHbIE YLLIN — MUITOTKY OH NOTEPSN rae-To,
HaBepHoe Ha Yepake, U Tenepb cuaen ¢ BCKITOKOYEHHOW HEMOKpbITON ronoson. Mep3sna u
notomy eule 6onblue 6onena paHeHasa Hora. KoneHo pacnyxso, oH ¢ Tpygom cruban ero, 6ocas
cTona oTekna u cgenanacb 6arpoBo-cuHen. HaBepHo, Hago 6610 NONPOCUTL NpUHECTU Bypok, HO
OH, NpeacTaBmB, kak 6onbHO ByaeT HageTb ero, pewun: 4epT ¢ HUM! Tenepb yX BCe paBHO —
nycTb OTMep3aeT Hora, CKOpo OHa ByaeT He HyxHa. Cnasa Ha nony 1 Bce Kawngasi, OH nornagbisan
Ha KOHBOMPA — MOOA0ro0, JIOBKOro NapHs B YepHON hopcncTon KybaHKe: Ha ero KpacmMBoM, C
nopoAnCTbIM HOCOM NMLIE MOPOKM MenbKana Xusasi, HEOXMAAHHO YenoBeyeckas ynblbka. 3a aTon
ynbIOKOM YyAMNOChb YTO-TO MNO-MOIO4OMY NPSMOAYLLHOE U AaXKe 3HAKOMOe, CoNgaTckoe, YTo

N1, — MOXET, NOTOMY, YTO TOT ObIN1 B apMerickom ByLunaTe n cnpaBHbIX XPOMOBBIX CarnoXkax, B
KoTopble ObINn 3anpaBreHbl YepHble WTaTckme 6ptokn. Ha ogHOM nneve oH gepxan Ha peMHe
BMHTOBKY, APYrMM MPUCIIOHASNCA K KOCSIKY U, NonnesBbiBas 6€non Wwenyxomn TbIKBEHHbIX CEMEYEK,
nornaapiBan Kyaa-To Ha ynuuy — xagan TpaHcnopT. Ho TpaHcnopTa noka He 66150, 1 OH, HeJonro
NOTONTAaBLLMCb, YCENCS Ha Nopore, 3a)xkaB Mexay Hor BUHTOBKY. C Manoro pacctosiHus
npucTanbHO 1 kak 6yaTo 6e33no6HO, ckopee HacMeLNMBO, OCMOTpPeNn 06ouX.

— 3a naknto 3anes3nu, xa! Kak TapakaHsbl!

Pbibak B3rnsiHyn Ha HEro n cCHoBa OMyCTU ronoBy.

— A Tenepb Bac NoMoT-No6aHAT 1 Toro, Mano-mano nogeecaT. MNMocywnteca, xa-xal —
3acmesarncs nonvuanm Tak OOpoayLWHO U eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO COTHMKOB HEBOJMBHO Nogymann:
«Becenbiin, ogHako, manblii!» Ho cmex aToro masnoro kak-to Bpa3 obopBancs, 1 y>xke COBepLUEHHO
APYyrMM TOHOM nonuuan paspasuncs matom: — Takue-cakne HemasaHble! XogopoHka younn? 3a
XoOopoHKa Mbl BaM pa3mMoTaeM KuLKu!

— He 3Haem Mbl HUKakoro XogopoHKa, — YyHbINO ckasan Pbibak.

— AXx He 3HaeTe? MOXeT, 3TO He Bbl HOYbLIO CTPENANN?

— Mol He cTpensanu.

— Bbl unu He Bbl, a pebpa nomatb Bam 6yaem. MoHsnn?

CTtacb nocepbesHen, rnasa ero yrpoxatolle noxonogenu, 1 Bce To YenoBeveckoe, 4To MONoaon
Ao6pOTOL0 Nexano Ha ero nuue, Kak-To cpasy nucyesno, ycTynmes MecTo 3roun, 6e3ayLiHom
PEeLLIMMOCTW.

Pbibak Herpomko crnpocun:

— B apmuu cnyxun?

— B kakon apmumn?

— KpacHon xoT4 6bl.

— C... 9 XoTen Ha Bally apMuto, NOHAN? — BOPYT eLle nyLle BbI3Bepurica nonuuyawu, no-
CTpALLHOMY OKPYINSisi CBOM Bblpa3uTerbHble rfasa. 3aTemM ero fimuo Kak-To NocTeneHHo
npeobpasnnock, CMAr4asacb, U Ha HeM NOSIBMNACh BCE Ta e nogkynawwasa ynoibka. OTcTaBmB B
CTOPOHY HOry, OH NOAOLLBOW canora pasMepeHHo noLusenan no 3eMngaHoMy nosny CeHen.

— A 6ywnart?

— Ax, 6ywnart! Y ogHoro xmngka komuccapa B3sin. Tomy He noHagobuTes, — ckasan nonuuam wu,
NpOAOSKUTENBHO NOCMOTPEB Ha Pbibaka, cnokorHo fobasun: — TBon nonyLwyboyek Toxe
npnbepem. byanna BosbmeT, ero ovyepeab. Bot Tak. MoHan?



— A He nogaBuTecb? — efBa CAEPXKMBAACH, TUXO cka3zan COTHUKOB.

CTtacb BCKUHYI ronosy.

— Y10?

— He nogasuTteck, rosopto? MNMonywybo4ykamun, n sBoobLye?

— J7T0 3a4eM Ham gaBuTbca? 3a Hac ['epmaHus, noHAn, Tol, YMyp? A BOT BaM TOYHO — KanyT!
ByabTe yBepeHbl, B 6ora gyuwy mate! — cBupeno 3akoHuun Ctach.

Y70 X, 1 3TO BbINO NPOCTO N MOHATHO, Ha ApYyroe Hevero 6bino 1 paccunTbiBaTh. Phibak caenancs
YHbINbIM, onycTun ronoy. COTHMKOB, nonynexa Ha 60Ky, OCTOPOXXHO nonpoboBan LeBeNbHYTLCA
— fgepeBeHeno 6eapo, y3kasa CbipOMATHAs CyNnoHb pe3arna KUCTU pyk.

HakoHel nonuuau npurHan gBoe caHen, o4HM OCTanucb Ha ynuvue, a gpyrmne co CKpunom u
nowaanHeiM TONOTOM Nogbexanu nog camoe Kpbinbuo. Ctack nogHsncs ¢ nopora. lNepBbiM OH
BTOMKHYN B po3BanbHu Pbibaka, 3aTeM CuUnbHbIM PbIBKOM 3a BOPOT NogHAN ¢ 3emnu COTHUKOBA.
Koe-kak CoTHMKOB gobpancsa 0o caHer 1 ynan Ha CEeHO BO3fe ToBapuLa; c3aam B po3BasibHU
Bnes3 nonuuan. Bo3unk — ctapoBaTblil, HanyraHHbI AsAbka B pBaHOM Tyryne — OCTOPOXXHO
NPUTKHYNCcA B nepeake. 3amep3wyto 6ocyto Hory COTHMKOB, Nnpeogonesast 60nb, NoaTAHYN Nog
nony wuHenn. EMy onate CTaHOBUITOCb CKBEPHO, Ka3anocb, CO3HaHWe BOT-BOT OCTaBUT €rO,
OrPOMHbIM YCUNMEM OH NPeBO3MOorasn HemoLLb 1 6onb.

3 n36bl no4yemy-To He BO3BpaLLancs CtapLumi nonuyan, 3a HAM NoLen TOoT, YTO NpurHan coga
caHn. Bckope oTTyga nocnbiwanuck ronoca v nnayv demyunxmn. COTHUKOB C TPEBOIou
BCNyLUMBArncsa — OCTaBAT ee unun HeT? MuHyTy, noxoxe ObIno, TaM YTO-TO UCKanu: NOCTyKMBana o
nepeknagvHy nectHuua, nnakanu getun, a 3aTeM oT4asHHO, 3anpuyntana Jemynxa:

— Yro BbI HAQYyManu, ceonouyn? Ytob Ham Ao BockpeceHbs He AoxuTb! YUTo6 Bbl CBOMX MaTepen
He yBuaenu!

— Hy-Hy! 2)KuBo, cka3saHo, xunBo!

— Ha koro s peten octaBno? Nagbl Bbl HemunocepaHblel..

— XKueo!

CoTHukoB B3rnsHyn Ha Peibaka, cuaeBLlero kK Hemy 60koMm; 3apocLuee LWeTUHON NnLUo Toro
CKPVBUIOCHL B CTpaganb4yeckon rpumace. bbino ot yero.

Mo Tor camown TponuHKe, BO3Me orpaabl, OHU Bblexanu Ha AOPOry U CBEPHYNM 3a Knagobuule.
COTHMKOB BTSIHYI rorfioBy B MOAHATLIA BOPOT LUMHENW, Cnerka NpUCroHUICS Niie4oM K OBYMHHOM
cnuHe Pbibaka n 6ecnomoLlHo 3akpbin rnasa. Po3sanbHu gepranvcb nog HAMU, NOMo3bs TO U
AEeNo 3aHOCUNO B CTOPOHBI. CTachk, CnbIWHO ObINo, BCE rpbi3 CBOM cemeydkn. Buanmo, nx sesnu B
nonvumto nnn B C. 3Ha4MT, CNOKOMHOrO BPEMEHM OCTanocb HEMHOro, Haao 6bino cobpaTbea ¢
cunamu 1 NoAroToBUTLCA K Xyawemy. PazymeeTca, OHM UM rnpaBabl HE CKaXyT, XOTA TOro, YTo
NpuLLnK U3 neca, No-BMANMOMY, CKpbITb He yaactca. Ho Tonbko 6bl Bbiropoantb [lemMumnxy.
BenHas TeTka! bexxana gomon 1 He gymana, He ragana, 4To ee xpgano Tam. Cenvac oHa 4YTo-TO
Kpvyana c3aau, pyranacb 1 nnakana, CBMpenbIn Nonvuan BbiI3BEPANCS Ha Hee OTOOPHbIM,
GeccTbhknm maToM. Ho n [lemunxa ctapanacb He ocTaTbCs B 4ONTY.

— 3Bepu! Hemeukne yontoagkm! Kyaoa Bel MeHst Besete? Tam getu! [leTO4kn Mon pogHEeHbKue,
3onoteHbkme mou! Maneyvka Mos, Kak xe Tbl bygeLb?!

— Hapo 6b1no paHbLue o ToMm gymathb.



— AX Tbl noraHb HecyacTHas! Tel MeHS elle yrnpekaellb, 3anpogaHel Hemeukui! YTto 4 caenana
Bam?

— BbaHguToB ykpbiBana.

— 0710 Bbl 6aHAMThI, a Te Kak nogun: 3awnm u Boiwnu. OTKyaa MHe 3HaTb, YTO OHWM Ha Yephak
3ane3nn? Yrto g, ceoum getam Bpar? [agbl Bol! dawmcTbl NpoknaTole!

— Monyarts! A To KnAn Bcaxy!

— Y106 Tebs camoro Ha kon nocagunu, rag Tol!

— Tak! Ctacb, cTon! — nocnbiwanock ¢ 3aiHUX CaHen, N OHN OCTAHOBUIUCL, HE Joe3Xasa OBYX
TOHKMX Gepesok, CTbIBLUMX B KYCTe 3a KaHaBOW.

Pbibak 1 Bo3umk 06epHynmcb, a COTHUKOB BECb CbEXUICSA B OXXMOAHUN Yero-To ycTpallatoLLe-
3Bepckoro. U gencteutensHo, [lemuymxa Bckope 3akpuyana, 3abunack B po3BanbHAX. CKpunHyn
XOMYT, 1 Aaxe nowaab 6ecnokonHo nepectynuna Ha cHery. [Notom Bce ctuxno. Ctacb 6bino
COCKOYMIN C po3BasibHEN, HO CKOPO ONATb YAOBNETBOPEHHO 3aBaninIiCa Ha CBoe MeCTO.

— Xe! PykaBuuy B rnoTky — He Kpuin, belleHas 6aba.

COTHUMKOB C yCUIIMEM NOBEPHYM rONOBY U OYYTUICH NNLOM K NULY C KOHBOVPOM:

— Manaun! Uctasatenu!

— Tbl, 3acTynHuk! OTBEpHU HOXarnky, a TO KpacHyo Xuxy cnyuly! — 3aopan Ctacb, cagenas
CTpaLLHOE BblpaxeHne nuua.

Ho CoTHMKOB yXe 3Har, C KeM UMeET AeNo, U C NOMHbIM 6e3pasnnymem OTHECCS K 3TOWN ero
yrpose.

— lMNonpobyn, rag!

— Xa, npobosatb! [la 3HaeLwb, A Teba cenyac WNOKHY 1 oTBeYaTb He Byay. 310 Tebe He CoBeTbl!
— LnokHu, noxanyucra!

— A 10 cnabo? — lNonuuan B NOKa3HOWN PELLUMMOCTIN CXBATUICS 3@ BUHTOBKY, HO NULLb TKHYN €ro
CTBOJSIOM B rpyAb U Bbipyrasncs.

COTHMKOB HE MOpPrHyn faxe — OH He 6osancsa aToro Bblpoaka. OH 3Har, YTO Ha ero Bbi3biBaloLLEE
XaMCTBO HaJo OTBeYaTb TOYHO TaKMM >Xe XaMCTBOM — 3TU NIOAM MOHMMAIM TOMNbKO Takoe
obxoxaeHwe.

— XXeHwmHa H¥ Npu Yem, 3anoMHKU, — cKasan OH C pacdeToM Ha Pbibaka, Hamekasa TeM, Kak Hago
oTBevaTb Ha gonpocax. — Mbl 6e3 Hee 3aneanu Ha Yepaak.

— bypewb 6abke ckasku ckasbliBaTb, — 3akmBan ronoson Ctacb 1 onyCcTui BUHTOBKY. — Hebocb
Byaouna n3 Tebsa gypb BoibbeT. Mogoxau!

— lNneBaTtb Mbl XOTEnNu Ha TBOEro byauny!

— Ckopo nonnoelwb! KpoBbio noxapkaeLwub!

«Kakoro yepTa OH 3agupaeTca?» — pasgpaxeHHo gyman Poibak, cnywas 3nyto nepebpaHky
CoTHuKoBa € nonuuaem.

x Be3nu goporon, KOTOPOW YTPOM OHU TaLLMNNCh B OEPEBHIO, TOMNbKO TENepb Nnosie He Ka3anochb
eMy TakuM OSIMHHBIM U YHbINIO PpaBHUHHBIM, Nowaaka 6oapo nepebupana Horamu, nocterMesas no
CaHsAM XXeCTKMM Ha MOpo3e XBOCTOM. Pbibak ¢ pacTywien gocagon gyman, Yto eqyT OHU CIIULLIKOM
yX BbICTPO, EMY M30 BCEX CUIT XOTENOCh 3amMeanuTb e3ay. YyBcTBOBana ero gywa, 4to a1o
nocnegHue Yyacol Ha cBoboae, ¢ KoTopbiMy BbICTPO yObIBana BO3MOXHOCTb CnacTucb — BonbLue
Takon He B6ygeT. OH npoknuHan cebs 3a HEOCMOTPUTENBHOCTb, 3a TO, YTO Tak rnyno 3abpancs Ha



TOT NPOKNATBLIN YepAak, YTo 3a KUNOMeTp He obollen Ton KparHern n3bbl — mMano emy 6bino Hayku
He coBaTbCs B KpaWHIO, Kyaa Bceraa nesnun n Hemupl. OH He Mor NpocTuTb cebe, 4To Tak
Heob6aymaHHO 3abpen B 3Ty 3N10CYACTHYIO AePeBHIO — fny4lle Obl nepegHeBanu rae-nmbo B
KycTapHuke. [la n Boobue ¢ camoro Havana aToro 3agaHus BCe MOLUSO He TaK, BCe Hanepekoc,
Koraa y>xe TpyAaHo Obino HagesaTbCa Ha yaadHblv KoHew,. Ho Toro, 4To crny4mMnock, NpocTo
HEBO3MOXHO ObINo NpeaCcTaBUTb.

W Bce n3-3a CoTHukoBa. [locaga Ha ToBapuLa, KoTopasi Bce Bpems npobusanack B Puibake n
KOTOpPYIO OH yCUnMeMm BOnu A0 cux nop 3arnywan B cebe, Bce 6onblue 3aBnagesana ero
yyBcTBamu. Pbibak y>ke oT4eTnMBO co3HaBarn, 4to, ecnu 6l He COTHUKOB, HE ero NpocTyaa, a
3aTeM 1 paHeHue, OHM HaBepHsika gobpanucek 6bl Ao neca. Bo Bcskom cnyvae, nonuuan 6bl nx He
B3AMMN. Y HUX OblfiM BUHTOBKN — MOXHO ObINI0 NOCTOATh 3a cebs. Ho ecnu yxX Tbl gan 3arHatb
cebs Ha yeppak, a B M3be Kyya AeTULLEK, Torga U ¢ BUHTOBKOM He LWMOKO pa3BepHELLbCS.

Pbibak KopoTko npo cebs Bbipyrancsa ¢ gocagpbl, XMBO NPeACTaBMB, Kak HETEPNENNBO UX XOYT B
necy, HaBepHO, AaBHO Yxe nogobpanu nocnegHne Kpoxm n3 KapMaHoB U Tenepb AyMatoT, YTO OHU
FOHAT KOPOBY W NOTOMY Tak 3agepxuatotcd. KoHe4yHo, MOXXHO 6kl 1 kKopoBy. MoxHO Obl gaxe ABe.
Pa3sBe oH npuxogun korga-nubo ¢ NycTbIMU pyKamn — BCErga Haxogun, AocTaBar, BbIMEHUBan.
Joctan 6bl 1 cenvac. Ecnn 6bl He COTHMKOB.

C COTHMKOBBIM OH COLLENCA CryYanHo Hedenwo unu aHen ecatb Hasaf, Korga, BbipBaBLUUCH U3
BopkoBckoro neca, oTpag nepexoaun wocce. Tam OHM ToXe 3ano3ganu, BbILWn K gopore rno-
CBETMOMY W CTOSMKHYJIUCb C HEMELKOM aBTOKONTOHHOW. Hemubl OTKPLININ OrOHb U, CNELLMBLUUCH,
Havanu nx npecnegosatb. YTobbl 0TOpBATLCS OT PALLUMCTOB, KOMAHAMP OCTaBwUI 3aCNOH — €ro,
CoTHMKOBa 1 ellle ogHOro naptmnsana no pamunum MacTtnHoBmYy. HO AONro nNn MOryT yCTOATb Tpoe
nepen HeCKONbKMMU JeCATKaMu BOOPYXXEHHbIX nynemetamu Hemues? O4YeHb CKOPO OHU CTanu
NaTUTbCA, cnabo OTCTpenMBasiCb U3 BUHTOBOK, @ HEMELIKMIA OrOHb BCE ycunuBancs, n Pbibak
nogyman: xaHa! Kak Ha 6eay, npuaopoXKHbIA NIECOK KOHYanCcs, c3aam packMHyoCb OrpOMHOE
CHEXHoe norsie € KyapsiBblIM COCHSIKOM BAanu, Kyaa TOponaveo BTArMBanNuUCh noTpenaHHbie
ocTaTKkun ux HebonbLoro otTpaga. MyapeHo 6bino yuenete Ha TOM Nofe Nog OrHeM ABYX AECATKOB
Hemues, 1 Pbibak ¢ MacTMHOBMYEM, HEPACTOPOMHBIM MOXWUIBIM NAPTU3aHOM U3 MECTHbIX,
KOpOTKUMM nepebexxkamu npunycTmunm no nosto. COTHMKOB XKe OTKPbIN TaKOW YacTbln U MENKUI
OroHb NO HEMLUAM, YTO Te Mo OAHOMY Havanu 3aneratb B cHery. HaBepHo, OH noacTpenun
Heckonbkux opuues. OHK xe ¢ [acTuHOBMYEM TeM BpemeHeM gobexann 4o Kydn KaMHel B none
N, YKPbIBLUNCb 32 HAMW, TOXE Hayanu CTPensaTb MO KYCTapHUKY.

MWHYT NSTb OHWM TOPONNMBO BUNKU Tyda U3 BUHTOBOK, TEM CaMbiM JaBasi BO3MOXHOCTb OT6exaTb 1
CoTHukoBy. log aBTOMaTHBIM OrHEM TOMY KaK-TO yAarocb MPOCKOYUTb CaMblii OMacCHbIN Yy4YaCTOK,
pobexaTb 40 KaMHEN, U, TONbKO ynaB, OH NOrHan ux ganblue. XopoLwo, YTO NaTPOHOB Toraa
xBaTtano, COTHMKOB BCKOpe NOACTPeNun eLe 0gHOro He B Mepy NpbITKOro aBTOMaT4uKa,
BbICKOYMBLLErO Brnepean Apyrux 1 rycto CbinasLLEro no nost TpaccupyowuMm ovepeasamu; y
OCTarnbHbIX, HABEPHO, NOy6aBUNOCL NPbITU, U OHU CTanu caepXxueatb 6er. Tem He MeHee Kakas-
TO Nynsa BCe-Takn Hacturna FacTmHoBmYa, KOTOPbIN Kak-TO CTPaHHO CeNn Ha CHery 1 nosBanuscs Ha
6ok. K Hemy 6pocuncs COTHMKOB, HO MOMOLLb TOMY yxe Gbina 6e3 HagobHocTH, 1 COTHUKOB C
BMHTOBKOW yBUTOro NycTuncs OroHsaTb Peibaka.



OcTtaBwncb BABOEM, OHUM 3anernm 3a HebonbLWMM XONMUKOM, TyT Bbino 6e3onacHee,
OTAbILWABLUNCHL, MOXHO 6bIno 6exaTtb ganbwe. Ho Bopyr Peibak BcnomHun, 4to y MacTMHoBUYa B
CyMKe ocTanacb ropbyuika xneba, KOTOpor TOT pa3xXurncs B4epa Ha xyTope. Bcto Hegento oHm
ronoganu, un ata ropbyLuka Tak 3aBnagena ero BHuMaHmeMm, 4to Poibak, Hegonro nokonebaBLumch,
nonons Kk yéutomy. COTHMKOB BbI4BUHYICA MOBbILLE WU ONATb B35 No4 06CTpen Hemues,
npukpbiBast TeM Pbibaka, 6rnaronony4yHo Nnpononswero COTHIO METPOB, OTAENSABLUYIO UX OT
MactTuHoBmYa. OHKM TYT XXe pasnomanu ropbyLIKy 1, MoKa SOrOHANM CBOUX, Cbenu ee.

Torga Bce obowrnocb, otpsag ocen B Fopenom 6onote, n oHn ¢ COTHMKOBbBIM, XOTS €LLE Mano 4To
3Hanu gpyr o gpyre, ctanu gepxartbca-BMecte — psaom crnanu, env U3 OgHOro KoTerika u,
MOXeT, NOTOMY BMeCTe nonanu Ha 3TO 3aJaHue.

Ho Tenepb koHel, 9TO TOYHO. He BaXXHO, YTO OHM HE OTCTPENUBaNNCbL — BCE-TaKM UX B3ANMU C
OPYXMEM, 1 3TOro BbIN0 4OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOLI paccTpensTb 06oux. KOHEYHO, H1 Ha YTO Apyroe
Pbibak 1 He paccuuTbiBan, Koraa BCTaBarn M3-3a Naknu, HO BCe Xe...

OH xoten xuntb! OH eLe 1 Tenepb He TEPAN HaAeXabl, KXXAYH CEKYHAY XKaan crny4das, 4Tobbl
o6onTtn cyabby n cnactucb. COTHUKOB YyXe He uMmen ansa Hero 6onbLuoro 3HavyeHms. OkasaBLUMCh
B nneHy, 6biBwMI KOMBaT ocBoboXaan ero OT BCeX NPEXHUX NO OTHOLLEHUIO K cebe
o6sa3aTtenbcTB. Tenepb nuwb 66l NOBE3M0, U coBecTb Phibaka nepen HUM 6bina 6bl YNCTON — He
MOT >X€ OH B Takmx 06CTOATENBCTBAX CNacTU eLle N paHEHOro. M OH BCe Lwapun rnasamm BOKpYr C
TOWM CaMOW MUHYTbI, KaKk NOOHAN PYKWN: Ha Yepaake, NOTOM B CEHSX, BCE JIOBWU MOMEHT, YTOObI
ybexaTb. Ho Tam y6exaTtb He ObINIo HUKaKon BO3MOXHOCTK, @ NMOTOM UM CBA3anNn pykn, — CKOMbKO
OH HE3aMETHO HU BbIKpY4YMBar UX U3 NETNN, HUYEro He nony4vanock. M oH gyman: npoknsTas
CYMOHb, HEYXXENN 1U3-3a Hee NpuaeTCs NOrMbHyTb?

A MOXeT, CTOUIO NOMbITaTb CHACTbs CO CBSA3AHHbIMKU pykamun? Ho ansa aTtoro Hago 6bino 6onee
noaxoasiLiee MecTo, He POBHAAb, a KaKoW-HMOYAb NOBOPOT, OBPAXEK C KyCTapHMUKOM, Kakon-nmbo
o6pbIB 1, pasymeeTcs, nec. TyT xe, Ha 6eay, 6bino YMCTOE none, NPUropok, 3aTemM gopora nowna
HU3NHoW. OgHaXabl NoNancsa MOCTUK, HO OBPaXekK Npu HeM Bbin coBceM HernyboKun, OTKPbITbIN, B
Takom He ckpoelbcs. CTapascb HE OYEHb BEPTETh rONOBON B CaHAX, Pbibak TeM He MeHee Bce
npumeYan BOKpYr, BbiIcMaTpmBas X0Tb CKONMbKO-HMOYAb noaxoasiiee ana nobera MecTo, u He
Haxo4un Huyero. Tak Wo BpeMs, U YeM OHU Brivke nogbesdxanu K MecTeyky, Tem Bce GonbLuas
TpeBora, NoOYTU pacTepPSAHHOCTb oBnagesana Poibakom. CTaHOBUOCH COBEPLLUEHHO OYEBUAHBIM:
OHW Nponanw.
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B TOM, 4TO OHM Nponanu, COTHUMKOB HE COMHEBArCs HU Ha MUHYTY. V1 OH HanpskeHHO mMonyan,
npyvaaBneHHbIN TSXKECTbIO BMHbI, NEXaBLUElr Ha HeM ABONHbIM rpy3oM — U1 3a Pbibaka u 3a
Hemunxy. OcobeHHo ero 6ecnokovna emunxa. OH gyman Takke n 0 CBOEN HOYHOW NepecTpenke
C nonuuuen, B KOTOPOU AOCTanocb KakoMy-To XOAOPOHKY. PasymeeTcs, noacTpenun ero
COTHUKOB.

Bbesxanu B mecteuko. [lopora wna mexay nocagok — ABa psga Kpmebix Bepb ¢ 06enx CTOpoH
TecHunn 6onbLuak, MOTOM Kak-TO cpa3dy Hayanacbk ynuua. bbeino yxe He paHo, HO Koe-rae ewe
TAHYNMCb M3 TPYO AbIMbl, B MOPO3HOWN AbIMKE Haj 3anHAEBENbIMU KPbILLAMWN HEBBLICOKO BUCENO
xonogHoe cornHue. Bnepeau yepes ynuvuy TOponsveo NpoLusia XeHLMHa ¢ KOPOMbICITOM Ha
nnevax. OTonasa no Tporke K gomy, 06epHynach, C 3aTaeHHON TPEBOron BrisiablBasiCb B CaHN C
nonuuasamn. B coceagHem gsope Bbickoumna ns n3bbl NPoCcTOBONOCAas, B ranowax Ha 6ocy Hory
AeByLUKa, NNecHyna Ha CHer NoMOsIMK U, Npexae Yem NyrinBo UCYe3HyTb B ABEPSIX, TakkKe C
ntobonbITCTBOM OrnsiHynack Ha gopory. ['ae-To 3anuMBanacbh naem cobaka; 6ecnpmoTHO BO3UNNCH
HaxoxnmBeLUMecs BOpoObK B rofbix BETBAX, Bepb. 3aech Lwna cBos, HECNOKOWHAas, TPyAHas!, HO
BCe-Takn 6yaAHNYHAsA XN3Hb, OT KOTOPOW AABHO YXe OTBbIKNN 1 COTHMKOB 1 Pbibak.

CaHu nepeexanu MOCTUK 1 BO3re AEPEBAHHOIO C ME3OHUHOM JOMa CBEPHYNN Ha GOKOBYHO
ynouky. KaxeTtcs, nogbesxanu. Kak H1 cTpaHHO, HO COTHMKOBY XOTeS0Cb CKopee npuexartb, OH
My4mMTENbHO 03510 Ha BETPY B NOMeE; CENeHne, kak Bceraa, Cynunno KpoB 1M NPUCTaHULLE, XOTSA Ha
3TOT pa3 npucTtaHulle, pasymeetcs, dbyaet 6e3 pagoctn. Ho Bce paBHO TAHYNO B Kakoe-H1byab
nomeLlleHne, 4Tob XOTb HEMHOIO COrpeThbCS.

Ewe nagann CoTHMKOB yBMAEN Bnepean LWNPOKNE HOBble BOPOTa 1 BO3fe HUX nonvuasa B
ANIMHHOM KapayribHOM Tyryne, C BUHTOBKOW MO, MbILLKOW. PS1A0M BbICUICSA NPOYHbLIA KAMEHHbIN
AOM, HaBepHO ObIBLLASA NaBka Uy Kakoe-HMByab y4YpexaeHue, ¢ YeTbipbMS 3apeLledeHHbIMU Mo
dacagy okHamu. [Nonuuan, HaBepHoe, Xaan ux 1, Korga caHu nogbexanu 6nuxe, B3sn Ha
pemMeHb BUHTOBKY M LLMPOKO pacnaxHyn BopoTta. [1Boe caHen Bbexarnu B NPOCTOPHbIN,
OYULLIEHHbIN OT CHera ABOp, CO CTapou, 06rnogaHHON KOHOBA3bIO y 3abopa, Kakum-To
caparyukom, gowaTton ybopHon B yrny. Ha Kpbinbue cpasy e NosiBUNCs NogTAHYTbIA Manbii B
HEeMeLKOM KuTene, Ha pykaBe KOToporo 6enena akkypaTHO pasrnaXeHHas nonuvuerickas nossska.
— lMpusesnn?

— A 10 Kak xe! — xBactnmno oto3ancs Ctacb. — Mbl ga kabbl He npuBe3nu. BoT, npmHuman
Kponukos!

OH nerko cockouun ¢ caHen, HeBpeXXHO 3aknHyN 3a Nneyo BUHTOBKY. Bokpyr 6bin 3ab6op —
oTctoaa yxe He yoexuuwb. Noka Bo34unk n Peibak Bbibnpanuce ns caHen, COTHMKOB ocmaTpuBan
AO0M, rae, No Bcen BEPOSATHOCTU, UM NPeACTOSANO0 y3HaTb, nodemM PyHT nuxa. [NpoyHble CTeHsb!,
BbICOKOE, NMOKPbITOE XEeCTbIO KPbIibLO, CTYNeHu, BegyLwine K Asepu B nogsan. B ogHom u3
3apeLleYeHHbIX OKOH BMECTO BblIOMTbIX CTEKOS XKENTeNu KyCcku oaHepbl C 06pbIBKOM KaKOW-TO
rotTudeckon Hagnucu. Bee 3geck 66110 npnbpaHo-ybpaHo 1 aBnAno ob6pasuoBbiin NOPSAOK 3TOro
NONULENCKOro rHesga — CeribCKoro onsiotTa HeMeLKou BnacTu. Tem BpeMeHeM nonvuanm B kKutene
BbIHY/ M3 KapMaHa K04 1 Mo CTyrneHbkam HanpaBuica BHU3, rae Ha norpebHon aBepu BUAHENCA
OrPOMHBbIN aMmBapHbIN 3aMOK C NEpPEKNaaVNHOMN.



— [HaBan ux croga!

Y>xe Bce noBcTaBanu n3 caHern — Ctacb, Pbibak ¢ BO3HULEN, — NOOAanb OTPAXMBaNMCb Nonvuan
n obpeyveHHo cTtosna [lemumxa, npu Buge kotopon y CoTHMKoBa 6ONE3HEHHO CxXanocb cepaLle.
Co cBsI3aHHbIMK 3a CNUHOW pyKamun Ta cropbunack, COrHynacb, CNonawmni NnaTtok CMSATO nexan
Ha ee 3aTblike. V130 pTa Heneno Topyana CyKoHHas pykasuua, u nonvuan, cyasa no Bcemy, He
crnewmnun ocsoboxaaTb ee OT 3TOro Knsna.

COTHMKOBY CTOMIO HEManoro Tpyaa 6e3 NoCTOPOHHEN NOMOLLM BbIOpaTbCs U3 CaHEe — KaK HU
noBepHUChb, 6onbto 3axogunack Hora. [peBo3morasi 60nb, OH BCe-Taku Bblfe3 Ha CHer 1 ABa pasa
npbIrHyn Bo3ne caHen. OH HamepeHHO nogoxaan [emynxy u, Kak TONbKO Ta NopaBHANACh C HUM,
OTYY>XOAEHHO n3beras ero B3rnsgaa, NnoaHsan obe cBsisaHHbIE BMECTE PYKU 1 AEPHYN 3a KOHeL,
pyKaBuLbl.

— Tbl 4T0? ThI YTO, UMYP?! — B3BONWNW C3aaM, U B CnefytoLee MrHOBEHNE OH TOPYMS MOreTern B
cHer, COUTbIV XXeCTKMM yaapoM MOonu1LencKkoro canora.

Agnckas 6onb B Hore pasbexanacb no ero Teny, NOTEMHENO B rnasax, OH Mofn4va cuenun 3ybbl, HO
He yaMBUNCS M He obuaenca — NPUHAN yaap Kak 3acny>eHHbln. [oka oH, 3aiaach B AaBsiLLEM
Kawune, MeaneHHo NogHMMarncs Ha OgHO KONMeHO, rae-To psaaom 3robHO MaTepurncsa CTapLumnia
nonuuam:

— AX Tbl, BbIpOAOK koMmuccapckun! b 3actynHuk Hawencs. Ctacb! A Hy B wTyby ero! K byaune!
Bce TOT e noskuin, ucnonHutenbHbln Ctacbk nogckoumn K COTHUKOBY, CUIMbHbLIM PbIBKOM CXBaTuUIM
ero nog pyky. COTHMKOB CHOBa ynar CBA3aHHbIMW pyKaMun Ha CHer, HO 6e3ayLuHasa monogas cuna
3TOro nonuuas 6ecuepemMoHHO NoaxBaTMMIa, NOBOJMIOKMA €ro Aanblle — Ha KpbibLo, Yepes
nopor, B Asepb. O6eperasn 60nbHyt0 HOry, COTHMKOB CUITbHO yaapurnca nneyvom o kocsk. Ctach
OZHVM yXOM npoTaLlusi ero no Kopuaopy, MHy HOrom CTBOPKY Kakon-TO ABEPU U CUNbHBIM
pbIBKOM GpOCKi ero Ha 3aTonTaHHbIM, B MOKPbIX criegax nomn. Cam xe Ha npoljaHue paspsauncs
TPEXaTaXXHbIM MAaTOM U C CUIOW 3axIOnHyN ABepb.

Baopyr ctano tnxo. CnbiwHbl ObifM TONLKO LWarn B KOPMAOPE Aa U3-3a CTEHbI NPUIMyLWEHHO
AOHOCUNCS pa3MepeHHbIn, ByaTO OTYUTBIBAKOLLMIA KOro-TO rofioc. [peso3moras noTyo 60nb B
Hore, COTHMKOB MOAHSAMN OT nona nuuyo. B nomeweHnn H1koro 6onblue He Bbino, 3TO HEMHOrO
03a4aunno, 1 OH C BHE3aNHOW HaaeXaou rMsHyn Ha OKHo, koTopoe, OaHako, GbINo NPOYHO
3aropoXXeHo XenesHbIMu NPyTbsaMn pelleTkn. Het, oTcioga yxe He yrnaews! [NoHAB 9TO, OH
onyctunca Ha non, 6e3 nHTepeca ornsabiBaa nomeleHme. KomHata nmena obbl4YHbIN Ka3eHHbIV
BWA, Ka3anacb HEeYHTHOW U MyCTOBaTOW, HECMOTPS Ha 3acTNaHHbIN cepbiM 6aliKoBbIM 04eAI0M
cton, obnesnoe, NPOCMXXEHHOE KPECHO 32 HUM U NIErOHbKWIA CTYNbYMK BO3NeE NeYn-rofinanaku, ot
YepHbIX Kpyrnbix GOKOB KOTOPOW LUMO rycToe, Takoe NpuATHoOe Tenepb Tenno. Ho c3agm no nony
pacTtekanacb oT ABepu CcTy>ka. COTHMKOB COA4pPOrHysncsa B 03Ho0e 1, caepxuBasi CTOH, MeANEHHO
BbITAHYCHA Ha BOKy.

«Hy BOT, TYT BCe 1 KOH4MTCHA! — nogyman oH. — [focnoaun, Tonbko 6bl BbigepxaTb!» OH
NMOYyBCTBOBAJ1, YTO BNMOTHYHO NpUBNn3uncs K ceoemy pybexy, CBOer rnaBHON YepTe, BO3ne
KOTOpPOM CTOMBbKO XOA4MM Ha BOWHE, a CUN Y Hero Bbino HeMHoro. M oH onacancs, YTo MOXeT He
BblaepXaTb n3nvecku, NogaaTbCsi, CIOMUTLCA Hanepekop CBOEW BONE — APYroro oH He Bosancs.
BOooxHyB Tennoro Bo3ayxa, OH Havan KawnaTh, Kak Bcerga, 40 CyAOPOXHbIX CnasMoB B rpyau, 4o
KOMNOTbS B MO3ry — CaMblM MPUBA3YMBbBIM, «COBaYbMM» Kalunem, XXeCTOKO Tep3aBLUMM ero BTOpoWn



AeHb. Tak CKBepHO OH AaBHO YXe He Kalunsn, HaBepHO, C AeTCTBa, Korga CBoen npoctyaoun
NpUYMHAN cToNbKo 6ecnokorcTBa matepu, 6eCKOHEYHO NepexnsBaBLLEn 3a ero cnabble nerkve.
Ho Torga HMYero He Crny4Mnock, OH Nepepoc XBopb 1 6onee nnn meHee Gnaronony4YHoO JOXM 4O
CBOVIX ABaduaTu WecTu neT. A Tenepb YTO X — Tenepb 340POBbE YXXe HEe UMEeNo AN1S Hero
GonbLON LeHHOCTU. [110X0 TONbKO, YTO ero XBOpb OTHMMAana Cusibl B MOMEHT, Koraa oHu 6binu
eMy TaK HYyXHbl. 3a KaLunem OH He pacchnblllarn, Kak B MOMeLLEeHNe KTO-TO BOLLEN, nepej HUM Ha
nosny NoOABMMMCH canoru, He 04eHb HOBbIE, HO AOCMOTPEHHbIE, C aKKypaTHO NoABUTBIMU HOCKaMK
N HaYULEeHHbIMU roneHnwamm. COTHUKOB MOAHSN rosoBy.

HanpoTtue cTosan yxe HeMonogon YenoBek B TEMHOM LMBUIbHOM NUOXKaKe, rnpu rancryke,
NOBA3aHHOM Ha HECBEXYHO, C 6M1EKNON NOMOCKON COPOYKY, B BOEHHOIO NOKPOSi AnaroHaneBbIxX
O6puoxax. Bo B3rnsae ero maneHbkux, O4eHb NPUCTanbHbIX a3 Ob110 YTO-TO XO3ANCKOe,
CMOKOMHOE, B Mepy paccyauTenbHOe; No4 HOCOM TOMopLYUIiach LLeTo4Kka KOPpOTKO
NOACTPWXKEHHbIX YCUKOB — KaK y ['utnepa. «byauna, 4to nn?» — HeJOyMEHHO nogymarn
COTHMKOB, XOTS HUYEro U3 TOro yrpoxXxaroLle 3BepcKoro, YTo nNpunucbIBanoch NonmuasmMmm 3Tomy
4yenoBeky, B HeM Bpoae He 6bino. OgHako YyBCTBOBANOCh, YTO 3TO HAa4anbCcTBO, N COTHMKOB Cen
HEMHOro poBHEE, Kak MO3BONUMa ero BCce elle 3axoamusLuascs ot 6onum Hora.

— K70 910 Bac? NlamaHok? — cnpocun Yenosek caepXXaHHbIM XO3AUCKUM TOHOM.

— CTacb Baw, — C HEOXNOAHHO NPOPBAaBLLENCA HOTKOW anobbl cka3an COTHMKOB, TYT Xe,
OZIHAaKO, NnoXanes, YTO He Bblaepkan He3aBMCUMOro TOHa.

HavanbHWK pelumMTensHO pacTBOpun ABEpPb B KOPUOOP:

— [NamaHtoka ko MHe!

Kawenb cTtan ytnxatb, ocTaBanuch nuwb cnaboctb n 60nb, 04eHb Heya06HO BbINo onMpaTtbhes O
non cBs3aHHbIMU pykaMmn. COTHUKOB MyYUIICA, HO MOMYar, He COBCEM NOHMMAs CMbICI IBHO
3aCTYMHUYECKOro HaMepeHUst 3TOro YeroBeka.

B komHaTy BBanunca ToT cambli CTacb U € nogyepkHyTbIM No4060CTpacTUEM LLENKHYN
Kabnykamu CBOMX LLEronbCKUX canor.

— Cnywato Bac!

XO035MH KOMHaTbl HAXMYpPUI HECKOSTbKO BENMKOBATbLIV AN1S1 €ro CMOPLLEHHOrO NInYnKa BbIMyKIbIn, C
3anbicMHamu nob.

— Yro Takoe? NMNoyemy onsatb rpyboctb? MNovemy Ha non? MNMoyemy 6e3 meHa?

— BuHoBaTt! — gBuHyn noktamu u ewe 6onblue BbITAHYNCA Ctach.

Ho no Ton 6e3gymHon cTapaTtenbHOCTH, C KOTOPOW OH Aenan 370, Tak e Kak U no 6ecctpacTHom
CTPOrocTu ero HavyanbHuka, COTHMKOB cpaly MOHsAS, YTO Nepes HUM pasbirpbiBaeTcs 6e3aapHbii,
paccunTaHHbIN Ha gypaka dapc.

— Pa3Be Bac 1ak MHCTpykTMpoBann? Pa3se 3ToMy y4uT HEMeLKOe KOMaHOoBaHNe? — He
AOXNOancb oTBETA, 40NOMN HavanbHWK Nonuuas CBoMMM Bonpocamu, a TOT B AeNaHHOM ncnyre
BCe Kpy4e Bbirnban rpyap.

— BuHoBaTt! Bonblie He 6yay! BuHosaT!

— Hemeukne Bnactn obecneuvmBatoT nneHHbIM COOTBETCTBYIOLLEE OTHOLWeHMe. CnpaBeanuneoe,
ryMaHHOEe OTHOLUEHHUE. ..

HeT, xBaTuT! Kak Hemeukune Bnactm OTHOCATCS K nrieHHbIM, COTHUKOB y>Xe 3Han 1 He caepxarcs,
4yTO6bI HE 0BOpPBaTL BCIO ATY UX HEMENY CaMOgeATENbHOCTb.



— HanpacHo ctapaeTechb!

Monuuericknii pesko 06epHyncst B ero CTOPOHY, BUAHO HeoCHbILWaB, 03ab04eHHO Haxmypwun 1no6.
— Y710 BbI CKazanu?

— Yro cnbiwanu. Pa3ssxnte pyku. A He Mory Tak cuaeTb.

[Monuuenckni elle HEMHOro NoOMeanun, CBEPNs ero HacynneHHbIM B3rnsaoM, HO, KaxeTcs,
MOHSAM, YTO onacaTbCA He OblN0 OCHOBAHWUI, N CYHYN PyKy B KapMaH. [Noguenms KOHYMKOM HOXa
peMeLLOK CyNnoHW, OH OAHUM MaxoM nepepesarn ee n cnpsaTan HoX. COTHUKOB pasHsn oTekwwue, ¢
pybuamn Ha 3ansCTbAX PyKW.

— YT0 ewe?

— [MnTb, — cka3an COTHUKOB.

OH pewmnn, noka 6bina BO3MOXHOCTb, XOTA Obl yTONUTL Xaxay, YTOObl MOTOM YyXe TepneTb.
Monuuan kmeHyn "amaHioky.

— [an Boabil!

ToT BbiCKOYMN B KOPUAOP, @ nonuuan oboLwien CTon n HETOPOMMMBO YCerncsa B CBOEM Kpecne. Bce
BpeMS OH Aepkan cebs Nog4YepKHYTO CAEP)KaHHO, HACTOPOXEHHO, ByATO Taun YTO-TO BaXXHOE U
MHoroobGeLlatLlee ana apectaHta. Barnaa cBonx ocTpbiX, YeM-TO 03aO0YEHHbIX Na3 NoYvTh He
ceoaun ¢ COTHMKOBA.

— MoxeTe cecTb Ha CTyn.

COTHMKOB KO€-Kak NogHANCA ¢ nona n 60KomM OnNyCcTUICA Ha CTyM, OTCTaBUB B CTOPOHY Hory. Tak
cTano yaobHee, MOXHO 6bino TepneTb. OH B340XHYM, NOBEN B3rNS40M N0 CTEHaM, rMsHyn 3a
neuyky, B Yron y OKHa, He cpasy MOHSAB, YTO MULET OPYAMS NbITOK — OOIDKHbI XKe OHW TyT 6bIThb. Ho,
K ero yauBneHuto, HA4ero, Yem oBbIYHO MbITaloT, B NOMELEHUN He 6bino BUMaHO. Mexay Tem OH
YyBCTBOBAas, YTO OTHOLLEHUS €ro C 3TUM Monuuaem yxxe nepeLusniv rpaHnly YyCrnoBHOCTU U,
MOCKOSbKY Urpa He yaanacb, NpeacTosAn pasroBop No CyLeCcTBY, KOTOPbIA, pasymeeTcs, obelyan
Mano NpUATHOro.

Tem BpemeHem Ctacb [lamaHoK NpuMHeC 6onbLUYI0 3ManmMpoOBaHHYHO KPYXKy BoAgbl, U COTHMKOB
agHo Bbinun ee oo gHa. MNonuuan 3a cTonom Tepnenueo xagan, Habngas 3a KaxabiM ero
ABWKEHUEM, O YEM-TO BCE Pa3MbILLNAN UK, MOXET, cTapasncs YTO-TO NOHAT.

— Hy, no3Hakommnmcs, — [OBOMBbHO MUPONOBMBO ckasarn oH, koraa Ctach Bblwwern.

— ®amunna mos MNopTHoB. CnegosaTtens NonNULUA.

— Mos BaM HUYero He cKaxer.

— A Bce-Takn?

— Hy, MBaHoB, gonyctnm, — ckasan COTHMKOB CKBO3b 3ybbl: 6onena Hora.

— He Bospaxato. [Nyctb 6yaeTt MiBaHoB. Tak n 3anvwem, — cornacuscs crnegoBaTesb, X0TH
HWYero He 3anucbiBan. — W3 kakoro otpsga?

Oro, Tak cpasy v npo oTpsaa! MNMpexge 4em 4To-NnMb0o oTBETUTL, COTHMKOB NOMONYarn.
CnepoBatenb, no-npexHemy 6ypaBsa ero B3rnsigom, B3sn CO CTofa BbliNavykaHHbIA YepHUnamm
AepeBsAHHbIN Npecc, HeonpeaeneHHo nosepten B pykax. COTHUKOB HEBUASLLE CMOTPEN Ha ero
nanbubl U He 3Har, Kak nyJlle: HayaTb Urpy B Noa4aBku Unv cpasy OTkasaTbCs OT MOKa3aHun,
4yTo6bl HE NMraTb U He NyTaTbCcs. Tem Gonee YTo B €ro NoXb 3TOT, HABEPHO, HE OYEHb NMOBEPWUT.
— A Bbl gymaeTe, 9 BaM CKaxy npasgy?



— CkKaxellb! — HErpoMKoO 1 C Takum BHYTPEHHUM ybexxaeHnem ckasan cnegoBarerb, YTO
COTHMKOBY Ha MUHYTY CTano He no cebe, n OH Ncnoanobba BONPOCUTENBHO NOCMOTPEN Ha
NoNULENCKOro.

— CkaxeLb!

Havano He ob6ewano H14ero xopowero. Ha sBonpoc 06 oTpsage oH, pasyMeeTcd, OTBeYaTb He
CTaHeT, HO 1 apyrue, HaBepHo, byayT He nerye. CnefoBaTenb Xaan, pacCestHHo urpas NPeccoMm.
[BWXeHns ero Xyabix, TOHKMX NanbLeB Obin CNOKOMHO YBEPEHHBIMU, HETOPOMMMBBLIMU, 3TOM
CBOEN HETOPOMNSIMBOCTbLIO, OAHAKO, 1 BblAaBaBLUNe TWAaTeNbHO CKpbIBAEMYIO [0 NOpPbI
HanpsbkeHHoCTb. CTpaHHO, YTO C BUAY OK Obin Tak Mano NoxoX Ha nanada-cnegoBarens,
HaBEPHO MMEBLLENO Ha CBOEM CYETY HE OAHY 3arybneHHyo X13Hb, @ CKopee HanomMuHan
CKPOMHOrO, AaXe 3aTpane3Horo cenbckoro criyxatiero. N B 10 e BpemMsi Obino 3aMeTHO, Kak
ApemMreT B HEM YTO-TO KOBapHO-BEPOITIOMHOE, EXXEMUHYTHO yrpoxatowee apectaHTy. COTHMKOB
XOan, korga oHO HaKoHeL, MPOPBETCH, XOTA U He 3Har, KaK Kpenkn HepBbl 3TOro YerioBeka 1 3a
KakMMm BONPOCOM crnefoBaTterlb CKMHET HaKoHeL, ¢ cebs Macky.

— Kakoe umenu 3aganme? Kyaa wnn? Kak gaBHO NOCOGHMKOM Yy Bac 3Ta XeHLWmHa?

— Hukakor oHa He NocoBHUK. Mbl cny4arHo 3awnu K Her B u3by, 3abpanuck Ha Yepaak. Ee n
AomMa B TO BpeMS He 6bino, — CnokoHO 06bAcHM COTHMKOB.

— Hy, KoHe4HO, cnyyanHo. Tak Bce roBopsAT. A K IECMHOBCKOMY CTapOCTe Bbl TakXe 3aLunu
cny4anmHo?

BoT kak! 3HauuT, y>xe n3BeCcTHO 1 Npo CTapoCTy. XOTH JOHEC, HAaBEPHO, B TOT CaMblil BeYep.
«lMoxanenwn, Ha3bIBaeTCH, He 3axX0Tenu ceBa3biBaTbCA», — nogymarn CoTHMKOB. Beixoauro,

O HaKo, YTO nonuuamn 3Hanu o HMx kyga éonblie, Yyem oHu npegnonarany, 1 COTHUKOB HA MUHYTY
cmewlancs. HaeepHo, 3To Obin paccuMTaHHbIi Xog B gonpoce. CrnegoBatenb OTMETUN
AOCTUTHYTbIN UM 3acbdekT, Gpocun ceor npecc u 3akypun. [loTom akkypaTHO npmubpan co cTona
nopTcurap, 3axurasnky, Kpowwkun Tabaka cayn Ha non u CKBO3b AblM YCTaBWUICA Ha HEro, oXxmnaas
oTBeTa.

— [a, cnyyanHo, — nocne nay3bl TBepao ckazan COTHUKOB.

— He opurnHanbHo. Bbl e yMHbIN YenoBeK, a XOTUTe BblexaTb Ha Takon NPUMUTUBHOW JKK!
Hapgo 6bino npugymaTb YTO-HMBYAb NoxuTpee. ATO Y Hac He Nporaer.

He nponget — Buanmo, Tak. Ho 4ept ¢ Hum! Byato oH Hagesancs, 4To nporgeT. OH BooOLLEe HM Ha
YTO HEe HaZEesnNCcd, TONbKO Xanen HecyacTHyto [leMumxy, KOTOpYH HEN3BECTHO Kak Haao 6bIno
BbIPYYMTb.

— Bbl MOXeTe NocTynuTb C HaMu Kak Bam 3abnaropaccygutcs, — ckasan CoTtHukoB. — Ho He
npumelLmBanTe ctoga xeHwmHy. OHa Hu npu Yem. NpocTo ee n3ba okasanack KpanHewn, a s He
MOr naTu ganbLue.

— 'oe paHeH?

— B Hory.

— A He o Tom. ['ge, B Kakom panoHe?

— B necy. [1Ba gHA Has3ag.

— He npownget, — rnsas B ynop, o6basun cnegosartens. — 3anvBaeTte. He B necy, a Ha
GornbLuake aTOM HOYbIO.



«YepT, 3HAaET TOYHO UNKN, MOXET, NoBUT?» — nogyman CotHukoB. OH He 3Han, Kak cregoBarno
AepxaTtbCs Aarnblue: HeyoayHo COBpeELLb B Mefnovax — He nosBepuT v B npasay. A npasay o
Hdemunxe emy o4eHb BaXXHO ObINO BHYLUNTb 3TOMY NPUCYXXHUKY, XOTS OH 1 YyBCTBOBAI, 4YTO
BHYLUINTb ee ByaeT TpyaHee, YeM Kakyro-HUOYAb SABHYHO NOXb.

— A ecnu 4, HanpumMep, Bce 06bACHIO, Bbl OTNYCTUTE XeEHLMHY? Bbl MOXeTe aTo obelaTtb?
nasa cnepoBatens, BAPYr BCMbIXHYBLUME 3M0O0N, KaXeTCs, MPOH3UN ero HacKBO3b.

— £ He 0643aH BaM HMYero o6bACHATL! A cTaBno BONPOCHI, a Bbl OMKHbI HA HUX OTBEYaTb!
«3Ha4nT, He yaacTcs», — yHbino nogyman CoTHUKOB. PasdymeeTcsi, 3 CBOUX PyK OHU HUKOTO yxe
He BbiNycTAT. 3HakoMbln 06bivan! Torga, HaBepHo, nponana Jemumnxa.

— Hwu 3a 4to norybute xeHwmHy. A y Hee Tpoe pebsrT.

— N'y6um He mbl. ['ybuTe Bbl! Bbl ee B 6aHay BTAHYnu! [Novemy Toraa He nogymanu o pebatax? —
oweTuHUNICcAa cnegosaTernb. — A Tenepb No3gHO. Bbl 3HaeTe 3akoHbl Bennkon ['epmaHun?
«3akoHbl! [laBHO N1 Tbl caM y3Han ux, NPoKNATbIM yonoaok? — nogyman CoTHuKoB. — HegasHO
elle, HaBepHoe, 3ybpun coBcem Apyrune 3akoHbl!» OgHako nocnegHun BONpPoC NOnNMLENCKoro
NpO3BYy4an HEeCKOMbKO ABYCMbICIIEHHO — MOXoXxe, 4YTo [MopTHOB He NPOYb BblN YTO-TO NEPENOXUTL
¢ ceba Ha nneyn Benunkon "'epmaHmm.

CoTHMKOB nomon4arn, a cnegosarernb NOAHANCSH, OTOABUHYI KPECIO U NPOLLIENCH K OKHY, CKBO3b
peLLeTKy paccessHHO NOCMOTpPEn BO ABOP, rAe Crbiwanuck ronoca nonvuenckmx. Onsatb OH HOCUnN
B cebe 4YTOo-TO 3aTaeHHOoe, 0COBEHHO He Hanupan ¢ 4ONPOCOM M TO N Aymarn, Kak noxuTpee
noanoBUTb €ro, TO NN Pa3MbILLIFIAS O YEM-TO CBOEM, NMOCTOPOHHEM.

B kopugope Tskeno 3atonanu, nNocrnbiWwanuck ronoca, pyraHb. 1o Bcert BEpOATHOCTU, TaM KOro-To
BeNnu nnu gaxe yHocunu. Korga Tonyesi nepeMectunach Ha KpblinbLo, crnegoBarternb SHEPrMyHo
OTYEKaHWUI:

— Tak, xBatuT urpatb B npaTtku! Hasosute otpaa! Ero komaHamnpa! CeA3HbIX. KonnyecTBeHHbIN
coctaB. MecTto 6asmpoBaHna. Tonbko He NbiTarWTeck nratb. HanpacHoe geno.

— He mMHoro nv Bbl OT MeHA xoTuTe? — ckasan COTHUKOB.

HesameTHO Ansa cebsa oH 06paTnnca K MpoHMK, Kak 06bI4HO NOCTynan B MUHYTbl HEMPUATHBIX
ob6bsicHeHU ¢ aypakamu 1 Haxanamu. KoHeyHo, ans Ctacs unu elle Koro-Hubyab n3 aTmx
npegarenein ero MpoHus Gbina 3a npegenamMmy X NOHMMaHUS — Ha 3TOro Xe HayarnbHWKa OHa,
KaxxeTcs, AecTBOBana caMmbiM Hagnexaiumm obpasom. [1o nopbl TOT, 0QHAKO, caepXuBarncs,
TONbKO OAHaXAbl KPMBO NepeaepHyn rybamu.

— Kypa wnn?

— Mbi 3a6nygmnuce.

— He nponger. Iloxs! Jato ABe MUHYTbI HA pasMblLLfIEHNE.

— He yTpyxgantecb. HaBepHo, y BacC MHOro paboTbl.

TyT oH yragan To4yHo. MopLUMHUCTOE NNYMKO cneaoBaTerns onATb NepeaepHynoch, HO, KaxeTcs,
OH ymen BnageTb coboi. OH gaxke He NoBbICKI rofnoca.

— XKuntb xovewnb?

— A 4yT0? MoXeT, nomunyete?

Cy3unB mManeHbKkue rnasku, cnegosaTternb NOCMOTPEN B OKHO.

— Hert, He nomunyem. BaHAUTOB Mbl HE MUITyeM, — cKa3ar OH M BOPYr KPYTO NOBEPHYINCS OT
OKHa; nenern ¢ KOH4YuKa curapeTbl ynan u pas3buncs o HOCOK ero canora, KaXkeTcsi, ero Bblaepxka



KoHuMnacb. — Pacctpensiem, ato 6e3ycnoBHo. Ho nepeq Tem Mbl U3 Tebsi caenaem KOTneTy,
®apL coenaem 13 TBoero Moriogoro tena. [NosbiTaHeM Bce xunbl. [locriegosaTtensHo
nepenomaem Koctu. A noToM 06bABUM, YTO Thl Bblgan Apyrux. Ytobel o Tebe Tam, B necy, He
Lwnbko Becnokonnuch.

— He poxpeteck, He BblAaMm.

— He Bblgawb Tbl — gpyron BblgacT. A cnuwem Bce Ha Tebs. MNonan? Hy kak?

COTHMKOB Mon4yan, emy CTaHOBUIIOCh NNoX0. JTnuo 6bICTPO NOKPLIBANoCh MCNapuHOKW, pa3om
nporarna BCS ero CKIOHHOCTb K UPOHMU. OH MOHSAN, YTO 3TO He MycTas yrposa, He LWaHTaXX — OHU
cnocobHbl Ha Bce. [[MTnep nx ocBoboamn OT COBECTU, YENMOBEYHOCTU N AaXe 3NeMeHTapHOM
XWUTENCKOM Mopanu, Nx 3BepuvHas cuna oTToro, KOHe4Ho, yeenuyunacbk. OH e nepeg HUMM
TONbKO Yenosek. OH obpemMeHeH MHOrMMK 06s3aHHOCTAMM Nepea MAbMU U CTPaHOoM,
BO3MOXXHOCTW CKpbIBaTb 1 0OMaHbIBaTb Y HEro He Cnuwkom 6onbluve. bbino AcHo, 4YTo nx
cpencTtBa B aToN 6opbbe okasanucb He paBHbLIMK, MPEUMYLLECTBO BbINO Ha CTOPOHE NPOTUBHUKA:
BCe, 4YTO BbicTaBnsn COTHUKOB, C HEOObIYaMHON NErkoCTb0 ONPOKMAbIBAN CrnegoBaTerb.
PaccTtaBuB Horm B 06BUCLUMX Ha KoneHsx Bpuaxkax, [MopTHOB BNepun B Nero ocTpbii, TENEPb yxe
OTKPbITO HENPUA3HEHHbIN B3rNAa v xaan. CoOTHUKOBY Bblno YepTOBCKM TPYAHO, Ka3anock, ONsaTb
yXOOWUT CO3HaHWe, OH o6nmMBancs XonogHbIM MOTOM U MyYUTENbHO nogbupan cnosa Ans OTBeTa,
4yyBCTBOBanN: 310 ByayT nocneaHue ero cnosa. NMpaBas pyka cnegoBaTtens MeafieHHO NOTSHynach
K Mpecc-nanse Ha cTone.

— Hy?

— Conouu! — He Hanasa HU4ero apyroro, Bolgasun n3 ce6s CoOTHUKOB.

CnepoBaTtenb HECKOMbKO NocneLHee, 4em Hago Obino, cxBaTun npecc-nanbe U NPUCTYKHYN UM No
cTony, 6yaTo cTaBun NOCMEOHIO TOYKY B 3TOM BECKPOBHOM U TEM HE MEHee CTpaLUHOM Aornpoce.
— byauny ko mHe!

B kopugope 3bl4HO pasganock: «byauny kK rocnoguny criegosatento!», nocne vero NopTHOB,
obonasa cton, CnoKorHo ycencs B kpecrne. Ha CoTHMKOBa OH yxe He cMmoTper, ByaTo ero n He
6bino TyT. OH 3akypun. Caaetcs, ero muccus 6bina 3akoH4YeHa, Ha4MHanoCb BTOPOE oTaeneHme
ponpoca.

BHelwHe cTapasch octaBaTbCsl CMOKONMHbLIM, COTHUKOB BECb HaMNPArcs, Kak TONbKO OTBOpUIach
ABepb 1 Ha nopore nosiBunca byauna.

BeposTHO, 3T0 6bin 3a4eLHUn NONNLENCKNIA Nanay — mMory4ymi, 6ynsononogobHbI geTuHa ¢
KoCTnsBbIM, ByATO NowaamMHaa mopaa, nuuoM. HenpuaTHO nopaxarn BeCb ero KpeTUHUYeCKn-
cBUpenbIA BUA, HO 0COBEHHO Nyranu Bbineswmne 13 pykaBoB BonbLUMe KOCMaTble KUCTU PYK,
KOTopbIMY Brnopy 6bino pasrnbaTb nogkoBbl. HaBepHO, MO yCTaHOBNEHHOW 34eChb Tpaguumu,
BOWASA, OH C Mopora NpuULEenuIics B XXepTBY XMypbIM B3rns40M HEMHOIO KOCUBLLIMX rNnas.

— A Hy!

O6baTbin cnabocTblo, COTHUMKOB NpoAomKan cuaeTb, oToasuras ot cebst 4To-1o 6e3ycnoBHO
yxacHoe. Torga byguna ¢ MHOro3Ha4ynTenbHOW HETOPONSIMBOCTLIO LWAarHyn K ctyny. OrpomHas
py4uLia Wwupoko crpebna Ha 3anaswein rpyan COTHUKOBA CyKOHHble BopTa LWMHeNu, Hanpsrnach
M oTopBara ero oT CTyNnbyuKa.

— A Hy, 6onblieBncTckada rHmaal
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«[docTykancsa!» — no4ytu 3no nogyman Poibak, korga Ctacb Ha aBope cxBaTtun CoTHMKOBA U
NoBOSOK ero B nomeweHe. OH gymarn, 4YTo CrieioM MOroHAT U UX ¢ [leMYmMxon, HO AN HUX
nonuuau oTKpbIu ABepu B nogsan. MNpexae Yem 3atonkatb UX Tyaa, emy pasBsisanu pyku,
BbITSIHYNIM peMeLLoK 13 6ptok. [lemMumxy ke 0CTaBunm co CBA3aHHbIMN pyKamun 1 KNAnom BO PTY.
— Hasai BHM3! beicTpo!

B nogBane uapuna tema, unm, MoxeT, Pbibaky Tak nokasanocb nocne AHEBHOro CBeTa Ha ynuue.
CHa4ana oHM OYYTUNUCb B KAKOM-TO CbIPOM KOPMOOPYUKe, WeaWwnin Bnepeamn nonvuan sarpemen
XenesHblM 3anopom, 1 Pbibak, HaTKHYBLUUCb Ha CivHY [leMynxu, ocTaHOBUNCS, NoTUpas
HabpsKLwne 3ya0M KACTW.

— Mapw, mapw! Yero ctan? — noATONKHYN ero ToT, YTO Wen c3a4n: okasblBaeTCH, nepes HAM
y>Xe OTBOpurachb HoBas ABEPb B TEMHOTY.

Henatb 6bino Heyero, Peibak npoTUcHynca mexay nonuuaem u [leMynxon, onacnmeo BOrHYI
rofioBy M OYYTUICA 3a NOPOroM KakoOM-TO 3aTXI0N KaMOPKU. MUHYTY OH HUYero He Mor
paccMOTpeTb TyT, MareHbKOe OKOLLKO BBEPXY CIeno CBETUIMO Ha NOTONOK, BHU3Y Xe BblNo TEMHO.
B HOC yoapwno 4em-1o NPOKUCLUUM, HECBEXMM, COBEPLUEHHO HEBO3MOXHbIM ANA AbIXaHWs, U OH
OCTaHOBWJICH, HE 3Has, Kyaa CTynNuTb Aarblue.

C3agm Tem BpeMeHeM NA3rHyn 3acos, [lemymnxa octanack ¢ nonuuasmun, KoTopble noBenv ee
panble. M3-3a aBepn JOHOCUNCS UX YAANAIOLWWIACA, 4e0BOK pasroBop.

— A 6aby kyga? B yrnosyo?

— [asan B yrnosylo.

— YT0-TO NyCTO cerogHA?

— Hemupl BYepa pasrpysvnu. OgHa XuaoBka rae-t1o CuauT.

Heckonbko NnoobBbIKHYB B TeMHOTe, Pbibak paccmoTpen B yriy 4yenoBeka. 3aHATbI YeM-TO
CBOWM, TOT COCPefOTO4YEHHO BO3UICA TaM, TO N pa3feBasicb, TO N nogcTunas nog cebsa ogexay
— HaBEepPHO, roTOBUICS NeYb. ['yCTOM Mpak noj CTEHOW COBEPLUEHHO CKpbIBar ero, nuilb cefas
ronosa 4YerioBeka Aa ero nrneyv BpeMeHamu nosiBNsnmMchb B CKYrno OCBELLEHHOM NPOCTPaHCTBe.
— Capuck. Yero ctoatb? CToATb yKe HeYero.

Pbibak yausuncs n gaxe Bpoge obpagoBancs — ronoc crapuka nokasarncs 3HakoMbIM, U OH TyT
e BCcrnomMmHun: ctapocta!l Hy Tak 1 ectb, B yrny yctpamsancs ux HeiaBHUN 3HaKOMbIA —
necunHoOBCKMIM cTapocTa leTp.

— W Tbl TyT? — HegoymeHHO BbipBanock y Pbibaka.

— [a Bot nonan. OBLyY-TO ONO3HanNu, Hy W...

«Tak-Tak», — cTy4ana B ronoBe y Pbibaka ogHOCNOXHasi MbiCib: BCe ObIN0 NOHATHO. CTpaHHO, HO
OH TONbKO ceryvac BCMOMHUI O TOW 3r10MOfy4YHOW OBLE U TOMBbKO Cenvac ¢ HENPOCTUTENbHbLIM
onosgaHuem nogymar, YeM OHa MoXeT 0BepHYTbCH ANs ee X03sMHa.

— A npu 4em TYT TbI? Mbl xe 3abpanu cunon? — HeckonbKo AenaHHo yausuncsa Poibak.
CrapocTta 4To-TO pacctenun nog cobou, HO He ner, a cen, NPUCAOHACH K CTEHE M NOYTU BECb
norpy>xasicb BO TbMy. Ha cnabom cBeTy M3 OKHa OCTaBanuChb MLLUb COTHYTbIE €0 KOMEHMW.

— Kak ckasaTb? Exnu 3abpanun, Tak Hago 6b1no gonoxutb. A 5... [la Tenepb 4to!.. Tenepb yxe
BCE paBHO.



Tenepb, NO-BMANMOMY, AENCTBUTENBHO YXXe BCe paBHO, Ternepb NO34HO BbIKPy4YMBaTLCS, NogymMan
Pbibak. HaBepHO, nonuuum yxe Bce N3BECTHO.

He paccternBasi nonywy6ka, OH YHbINIO ONYCTUACA Ha Cnexanyt CONIOMEHHYH0 NOACTUIKY U TOXe
NPUCNOHUICS CNNHON K CTeHe. bbiNno coBepLleHHO HENOHATHO, YTO AenaTtb Aanblue, HO, KpOMe Kak
XaaTb, TyT BoOOLEe, HABEPHO, HUYETrO HENb3s ObINo AenaTb. TONbKO cenvac OH NOYYyBCTBOBAr,
Kak 300pOBO M3MOTasCcs 3a UCTEKLLYIO HOYb, €r0 Ha4asno KIOHUTb B COH, HO MbICIN TPEBOXHO
CHOBanu B ronoee, He faBas 3abbiTbca. Bapyr oH nogyman, 4To Henmnoxo 6bl CroBOPUTLCS CO
CTapoCTOM M OTpuLaTb UX 3axopq B JlecuHbol — nycTb Obl [MeTp ckasan, 4To Npuxoaunu gpyrue.
Ecnu pasobpaTbcs, Tak cTapocTe yxKe BCe paBHO, Ha KOro ykasbiBaTb, @ MM, BO3MOXHO, 3TO eLle
nomorno 6bl. Kakon-nmbo BUHbI UNn aaxe HENOBKOCTU MO OTHOLEHWUIo K MeTpy Pbibak HUCKOMBKO
He 4YyBCTBOBan — pasBe BrepBble eMy Takum cnocobom npuxoamnock AobbiBaTb NPOAYKTLI? [a un
B3NN BCEr0 TOMbKO OBLY, U HE Y KaKOn-HMOyab MHOrO4ETHOW CEMbU, @ y CaMoro CTapoCTbl —
6b1110 0 YeM 3a60TUTbCA. C 9TOM CTOPOHbLI OH OCTaBasriCs COBEPLLUEHHO CMOKOWHBIM 1 TOMBKO
yOUBNANCS, Kak 9TO CTapocTa He CyMen onpasAaTbCAa nepes nonvumen n no3sonun cebs
3acaguTb B 9TOT BOHKOYMM noasan.

Mpowen 4ac unu 6onblue, COTHUKOB He BOo3BpaLlancs, n Pbibak He 6e3 KOpOTKOro coXxaneHus
nogymar, 4to, MOXeT, ero Tam u younu. PasroBapmaTb eMy HM O YeM He xoTenocb. OH
YyBCTBOBAas, YTO BOT-BOT JOMKHbI MPUATU U 3a HUM, K TOrga HavyHeTca camoe xyauee. Bce gymas
N NPUKMABIBAA M TaK U 9Tak, OH CTapasncs HanTN Kakyto-HUOYab BO3MOXHOCTb NEPEXUTPUTD
NonunuUMto, BbIBEPHYTLCA COBCEM UMK XOTS Obl OTTAHYTb NPUroBop. YTobbl OTTAHYTbL NPUroBOP,
BMANMO, UMENOCH N Lb OAHO CPEACTBO — 3aTSHYTb CeAcTBME (BCE-TakM LOMKHO Xe ObiTb
Kakoe-To cneacteune). Ho anst atoro Hago 6bio HarTK Beckue hakTbl, YTOObl 3anHTEpecoBaTb
nonuumto, nbo, ecnu Ta NOpPELLNT, YTO e BCE SICHO, TOrAa yXK AepXaTb UX He cTaHeT. Toraa nv
onpeaeneHHo KoHew,.

B nogBane 6bino TMXO M COHHO, NWLLUb OTKYAA-TO CBEPXY AOHOCUIIMCE ronoca, TonoT canor B
34aHun. BpemeHamu TONOT CTAHOBUIICA JOBOSIbHO FPOMKUM, YTO-TO MPUTITYLLIEHHO CTyYano,
SIBCTBEHHO BpPbIBASICHA Yen-TO KPUKIMBLIN ronoc. Bca aTta cymaTtolHas BO3HS HaBepxy He Morna
He HanoMHUTbL emy 0 COTHUKOBE, 1 Y Pbibaka My4MTenbHO CxmMmanoch cepaue — 6eaHbin
HeBe3yyun CoTHukoB! Ho, no-BManmMomy, Ta Xxe yyacTtb xgana v ero... [lpaBaa, oH He xoTen
AymaTtb 06 9TOM — OH CTaparncs NoHATb, Kak YUTN OT pacnpasbl U, MOXET, eLle 1 NocobuTb
CoTtHukoBy. Ho, BMaHO, Bce 3710 6bino HanpacHo. CKBO3b ManeHbkoe, YeM-TO 3aCTaBfeHHOe
CHapyXun OKOLLKO B Kamepy NpobuBanucb TyCKIble CYMEPKU, B KOTOPbIX cnabo 6pesaxuno
CBETNOBATOE NMATHO Ha 3aTONTaHHOW conoMe aa 6enena Nog OKHOM MOHMKLIAS rofoBa CTapoCThl.
TOT HENnoOABWXHO CUAEN Y CTEHbI, NOrPy3MBLUUCEH B CBOU TOXE, pa3yMeeTCs, HeBecerble

MbICK, — Tenepb Kaxabln nepexusan 3a cebs.

— ['oBOpUNHK, KTO-TO NONMLUAA HOYBLIO NOPAaHWUIT, HEU3BECTHO, BbIXXKMBET NN, — MNOcne JoNroro
MOMYaHNA cKasarn CTapuk.

[nsa Poibaka 310 coobLieHne He Obino HOBOCTbIO, OH TONbKO 3abbin 06 3TOM paHeEHUN K Tenepb
BCTpeBOXMICA elle 6onbwe. OgHako pa3roBop NepesBen Ha apyroe.

— Teb4a yxe 6Gpanu HaBepx? — CNPOCUIT OH C POOKON HaaEeXaoW, YTO ovepeab Ha 4ONpoc,
BO3MOXHO, €eLlle He ero.



Ho cTapocTa TyT e paspyLun 3Ty ero Hagexay.

— Ha ponbIT? A kak xe! Cam NopTHOB gonpaiumsan.

— Kakon NMopTHOB?

— CneposaTenb ux.

— Hy 1 kak? 3gopoBo 6unun?

— MeHsa-To He 6unun. 3a 4To MeHs BuTb?

Pbibak 3aTanB gbixaHune cnylian: XoTenocb N0 BO3MOXHOCTU Npeayragatb, YTO X4ano ero
camoro.

— 37107 NopTHOB, cKaxy Tebe, XMTPbIN Kak 4epT. Bce 3HaeT, — COKpyLLUEHHO 3amMeTun CTapuk.

— Ho TbI e BbIBEpHYNCA.

— A 4TO MHe BbiBOopaumBaTtbcs! BuHbl 3a MHOWM HMKakon HeT. YTo nepen 6orom, To 1 nepeq
noabMu.

— Takou 6esrpeLuHbIn?

— A B 4Yem Mo rpex? Yto He nober goknaabiBaTth Npo oBUYy? Tak A cTap yxe no Hodam beraTb.
LecTbaoecar ceMb NeT NMelo.

— [a-a, — B300oxHyn Pbibak. — 3HauuT, KOKHYT. OTO Y HUX NPOCTO: NOCOBHNYECTBO NapTn3aHam.
Bce Tem xe 6ecctpacTHbiM ronocom MeTp ckasan:

— Hy yT0 X, 3HauuT, cyabba. Kyaa aeHewbcs. ..

«Kakasi nokopHocTb!» — nogyman Peibak. Bnpo4yem, lWecTbaecaT ceMb f1eT — CBOE YXKe MPOXMUI.
A TyT BCero ggaguaTtb LWEeCTb, XOTENOCb Obl eLe HEMHOro NOXUTb Ha 3emMne. He CTonbko
CTpALLHO, CKOMNbKO MPOTUBHO NTOXUTLCH 3MOW B NPOMEP3LUYIO MY ...

HeT, Hapo 6opoTbcs!

A 4TO, ecrnu Ko BCeW 9TOM UCTOpUK NpunyTaTb cTapocTy? B camom gene, ecnvn NnpeacrtaBuTb €ro
NapTU3aHCKMM areHTOM Unn xoTsa 6bl NOCOBHMKOM, CKasaTb, YTO OH Y)Xe He BnepBble OKasbliBaeT
ycrnyru oTpsay, HanpaBuTb CreAcTBUE MO NTOXHOMY NyTU? HayHyT AONONHUTENBHO paccnenosaTb,
noHapobATca HOBblE CBUAETENN U NOKa3aHus, NponaeT Bpemsi. HaBepHo, [1eTpy 37O He CAULLIKOM
npnbaBuT €ro BUHbI Nepes HeMmuamm, a UM 4BOUM, BO3MOXHO, 1 MOMOXET.

[MpenaBWwnCbL CBOMM pasMbILLIEHUSIM, OH BAPYr BCTPENEHYNCcs OT HEOXNOAHHOCTU — PAA0M
TMXOHBKO 3allyplLuana corioma, U YTO-TO XMBOE U MArKoe nepekaTunochb Yepes ero canor.
Crapocrta B yrny 6pearnvmBo AsunHyn Horon: «Kbliww, xonepa Ha Bac!», 1 B TOT )Xe MOMeHT Pbibak
yBuaen rnog CTeHou Kpbicy. LLycTpbin ee KOMOK C ASIMHHBIM XBOCTOM MPOLUMbIFHYS Kpaem rnona u
ncyes B TEMHOM yrny.

— PasBenocb ux T1yT, — ckasan Netp. — W Ha ntogen He CMOTPAT — HOCATCSH, KaK XOnepbl Kakue.
HaepHo, ewie Nukosbl. Koraa-to TyT naBka 6bina. Nuka koHdeTbl npogasan. [lotom cenbno
OTKpbINU. CKONLKO MOMEHANOCH MNOPSIAKOB, @ KPbIChl BCE LUHBIPSIIOT.

— Kpbicam Tenepb TOMNbKO U LUHbLIPATb.

— Hy. Komy e nx BblBoAUTL? Yenosek 3a 4eNOBEKOM OXOTUTCA — He A0 KpbIC. AX Tbl Boxe
MOW...

TonbKo OH ycnen ckasaTtb 3TO, KaK rae-To 3a ABepbto NochbIWancsa TonoT waros, 3HaKOMO
OpsKHYN 3acoB, 1 CKOPO B rnasa sApKo yaapun CBeT 3uMHero gHs. B cnsiHum aTtoro ceeTta Ha
nopore nosisunacb nogxapas cdourypa Crtacsa B nognoscaHHOM apMerckomM Bywinarte, ¢ 3akMHyTbiM
3a nne4vo kapabuHoM.



— Hy, rae usan 6aHgut? K cnegosatento!

lMonnuar XOXOTHYN KOPOTKO M NPOTUBHO, a B Pbibake YTO-TO MyunTensHO NepeBEPHYIOCH BHYTPMW.
HaBepHO, C n3nuLwHen NocnewHOCTLI0 OH BCKOYUIT HA HOTM W1 NoLlen Ha BbI30B. B co3HaHuu ero
Henenow TpeBoron NpomenbkHyn Bonpoc: rae CotHMKoB? CHavana e, HaBepHo, JOMKHbI Obinn
npuectn COTHUKOBA, a NOTOM YXe B3ATb Ha gonpoc ero. Nnu, moxeT, CoOTHMKOBA yxe younun?
OH nokopHO nogoulen K ctyneHbkam, oboxaan, noka Ctacb 3akpbifil 3a HAM ABEPb, NOTOM
Brnepean koHBompa 6bICTpo B3Gexan HaBepx. [lBUrancst OH NoYTM MexaHu4eckn, 6e3 BCAKoro
y4acTusi CO3HaHMs, He 3amedas HM4Yero Bokpyr. YyBcTBoBan cebs otBpatuTenbHo. HeT, aTo He
ObIN0 CTpaxoMm: ero AoHnmano 6eccunue, HEBO3MOXHOCTb NPUBErHYTb K UCNbITAHHOMY CPeaCTBY
— cune, 4ToObl NO-coNaaTCKn NOCTOATh 3a cebs. OTCyTCTBUE BCAKOro Bblibopa npeaensHO Ccy3nno
€ro BO3MOXXHOCTW, MbICflb OTHOCUTESbHO CTApOCTbl OCTanack fvb HaMePEHNeM — OH He
npogymarn ee Kak cnefyeT, HUYero He peLuuns KOHKPETHO U Tenepb HeC K criegoBaTenio nosiHoe
CMSATEeHWe B ayLle.

— BoT nonywy6o4ek 1 cknHellb, — C CUNOW XnonHyn ero no nnevy Ctacb. — A HU4ero
nonywy6oyek, en-6ory. N canoru! Hy, canoxkun-to a1 3abepy. A To Xarnb Takve TpenaTb,
npaesga? — ckasan OH JOBEPUTESNBbHO, B3MaxHyB nepes apecTaHTOM HOron B JOBPOTHOM
XpOMOBOM canore. — Y Tebs Kkakon Homep?

— TpuaguaTb aeBaTbIN, — conran Peibak, 3ameanas war: nocne cMpagHoro nogsasna xoTenocb
XOTb HaAbIWATbLCS.

— Xonepa, manosatbl! 31, B poT Tebe ornobnio! — BApyr BbI3BEPUIICA NONULANA.

— lWwvpe war!

Ocrteperasicb Tymaka, Pbibak He cTan ynpaMuTbcs — GbICTPbIM LWAroM NpoCKOYUI KpbinbLo,
ABEpPU, HEANVHHbIN NONYTEMHbIN KOPUAOP C MOpAaTbIM AHEBaNbHbIM Y TyMO0oUKkKN. CTack BEXIMBO
nocTy4an COrHyTbIM nanbLeM B (PUNeHKy Kakon-To aBepu:

— MoXHO?

Byarto Bo cHe, NpeayvyBCTBYS, Kak cervyac OKOHYaTEeNbHO PYXHET U pacChINneTcsl BCA €ro Xu3Hb,
Pbibak nepecTtynun nopor n Bnepca B3rnsg0M B MOry4yto neYvb-rofinaHaky, Kotopas Kakum-To
Heob6pbIM Npea3HameHoBaHMEM BCTana Ha ero nytu. Ee kpyTble 4epHoro uBeTta 6oka Bcem
CBOWM TpaypHbIM BUOOM HanoMuHanum Henenbin 06ennck Ha Yben-To Morusne. 3a CTONoM y OKHa
CTOAN LWynnoBaTbIi YenoBeEK B Nuakake, oH xaan. Pbibak octaHoBMNCA y nopora, Noaymas, He
TOT N 3TO nonuuan-criegoBaTtenb, O KOTOPOM rOBOPUI CTapocTa.

— Pamnnna’? — rapkHyIn YenoBsex.

OH ObIn ABHO paccepkeH Yem-TO, ero HeMoso40e NMNYNKO Hegobpo XMypUock, B3rNag
ncnognobbs XKecTKo OLynbiBan apectaHTa.

— Pbibak, — nogymas, ckasan apecTaHT.

— lNog poxaeHus?

— [1eBATbCOT WecTHaauaTbIn.

— 'ne poannca?

— [Mopa Nomenem.

CnepoBartenb OToLEN OT OKHA, cen B Kpecno. [lepxan oH cebsi HAaCTOPOXXEHHO, AHEPTUYHO, HO
BPOAE He TakK yrpoxatowle, Kak 3To nokasanocb Pbibaky BHavane.



— Caguce.

Pbibak caenan Tpw wara n OCTOPOXHO ONYCTUICA Ha CKPUMYYUIA BEHCKUIA CTYNbYUK HANpOTUB
cTona.

— Xutb xouewn?

CTpaHHbIN 3TOT BONPOC CBOEWN HEOXNOAHHOCTbIO HECKOMBKO CHAN HanpsbkeHue, Poibaky gaxe
NOCMbIWAanoCb B HEM YTO-TO OT LUYTKW, N OH HESTOBKO MOLLUEBENUICH Ha CTyne.

— Hy Komy X XuTb He xoueTcs. KoHeyHo...

OpHako cnepoBartenb, KaxeTtcd, 6bin ganek ot Toro, YTobbl WYTUTb, U B NPEXHEM TeMNe
npogosikan cbinaTb BONpocamMu:

— Tak. Kyga wnu?

OHeprvyHas NocTaHoBKa BONPOCOB, HABEPHOE, TpeboBana Takoro e Temna B OTBeTax, HO Pbibak
onacarncsi Nnpo3eBaTb KakoM-NMbO NOABOX B COBax crieqoBaTens U HECKONbKO Meanun.

— LLnu 3a npogyktamun. Hago 66110 NONOMHMTL NpUnackl, — ckasan oH 1 nogyman: «4ept ¢ Hum!
KT0 He 3HaeT, 4To napTu3aHbl ToXe eaar. Kakas TyT moxeT OblTb TanHa?»

— Tak, xopowo. Nposepum. Kyga wnu?

BbIno BMOHO, Kak crieqoBaTenb HanNpsircs 3a CToroM, NpucTanbHO BrisabiBasiCb B Manenwee
n3meHeHune B nuue nneHHuka. Poibak, ogHako, pasrnagun Ha KoneHe nony nonywybka, nockped
TaM Kakoe-TO NATHBILIKO — OH CcTaparcst oTBevatb 064yMaHHO.

— Tak a70... Ha xyTop Wwnun, a oH BAPYr okasancs cnaneHHbin. Hy, nownu kyaa rnasa ragar.
— Kakon xyTop COMXoKeH?

— Hy 10T, Kynbraes nnu kak ero? Kotopbiv nog necom.

— BepHo. Kynbraes coxokeH. Hemubl coxrnn. A Kynbran v Bce KynbraHaTa pacCcTpersiHbl.
«CnaBa 6ory, He npuaeTcs B3ATb rpex Ha aywy», — ¢ obnerdyeHnem nogyman Peibak.

— Kak okasanuco B JlecnHax?

— OB6bIkHOBEHHO. Habpenu HoYbIo, HY W... 3aLUnu K CTapocTe.

— Tak, Tak, NOHATHO, — coobparkasn YTO-TO, MPUKMHYN crefoBaTeNb. — 3HAYUT, WK K cTapocTe?
— Hert, noyemy? LWLnn Ha xyTop, A e ckasan...

— Ha xyTtop. NoHATHO. A KTO KOMaHaup 6aHablI? — BAPYr CNPOCKN cnegoBaTtenb U, NOSHbIN
BHUMaHUS, 3amMep, BNEPUB B HErO XXECTKUIW, BCE 3aMeyatoLLnii B3rnag.

Pbibak nogyman, 4to TyT y>K MOXHO conratb — nycTb npoBepsAT. Passe 4to COTHMKOB...

— Komangup otpsiga? Hy atot... [ly6oBon.

— [y6oBon? — noyemy-TO yAUBUIICS CregoBaTerb.

Pbibak npogomKkmMTenbHbIM B3rfisiA0OM yCTaBuIics B ero rnasa. Ho He 3atem, 4Tobbl yBEpUTL
cnepoBatens B NpaBAMBOCTM CBOEN KM, BaXKHO ObINO MOHATbL: BEPAT eMy Ui HET?

— [MNpoxBocT! Yxxe ¢ [lybobiMm cHioxancs! Tak s n 3Han! OceHblo He B35inu, U BOT, NOXanymncra...
Pbibak He noHan: koro oH umeet B Buay? Ctapocty? Ho kak e Torga? BuaHo, OH 34eck YTo-TO
HanyTan... OgHako pasmbiwnaTb Obino Hekoraa, MopTHOB CTpeMUTENBHO NpoAoSKan 4ONPocC:
— 'oe oTpsan?

— B necy.

TyT y>x OH 0TBeTUN 6e3 ManewnLen 3agepxkn 1 Npsamo 1 6esrpellHo NoOCMoTpen B XONO4HO-
HaCTOPOXXEHHbIE rnasa cnegosatens — NycTb YBEPUTCSA B ero abCcontoTHON NpaBAnBOCTMW.



— B Bopkosckom?

— Hy.

(dypaku oHu, 4TO N, cmaeTb B BOpkOBCKOM necy, KOTOPbIN XOTH U BOMbLLORK, HO Nocne B3pbiBa
MocTa Ha McnsiHke 06noXeH ¢ YeTbipex CTOPOH. XBaTUT TOro, YTO TaM OcTanacb rpynna 3Toro
[y6oBoro, ocTaTku e nx oTpsga nepebpanunce 3a WwecTtHaguaTb KUNomeTpos, Ha lopenoe
6onoTo.)

— CKonbKO 4ernoBek B oTpsaae?

— TpuauaTs.

— Bpews! Y Hac ecTb cBefeHus, 4To GonbLue.

Pbibak cHucxogutenbHo ynblbHynca. OH novyBCcTBOBan HagobHOCTb NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBaTL
nerkoe npeHebpexeHne K HEOCBEAOMEHHOCTU cnegoBaTens.

— bbino 6onble. A cervac Tpuauate. 3HaeTe, 6ou, noTepu...

CnepoBarenb Brnepsble 3a BpeMs 0Npoca A0BOSbHO noep3arn B Kpecne:

— Yro, nowwmnanu Hawwm pedaTta? To-T1o xe! Ckopo nyx-nepo NoneTuT OT BCeX Bac.

Pbibak npomonyan. Ero HacTpoeHne 3aMeTHO TPOHYNOCh B ropy; KaXuncb, oT COTHUMKOBA OHM
HEMHOro y3Hanu, 3Ha4ynT, MOXXHO Hacka3aTb CKa30K — MyCTb NpoBepstoT. ONsaThb Xe Oblno Noxoxe
Ha TO, YTO cnegoBaTenb BpoAe Havan JobpeTb B CBOEM OTHOLLEHUM K HeMy, 1 Pbibak nogyman,
YTO 3TO ero OTHOLIEeHMe HaaoBbHO Kak-TO YKpenuTb, YTOObI, MOXET, eLle U BOCMOMb30BaTbCA UM.
— Tak! — CnepoBartenb OTKMHYICS B Kpecne. — A Tenepb Tbl MHE CKaXu, KTO U3 Bac ABOUX
cTpensan Houbto? Hawwn Buaenu, oanH nobexan, a Apyron Havan cTpenartb. Tbl?

— HerT, He 5, — ckasan Pbibak He CnnLKOM, O4HaKO, PELLUMTENbHO.

TyT y>xe eMy NpoCTO HeNoBKO BbINO onpaBabIBaTbCA U TEM CaMbIM NepeknaabiBaTbh BUHY Ha
CoTtHukoBa. Ho uto ke — bpaTb ee Ha ceba?

— 3HauuT, ToT? Tak?

OT1OT BOMNpoc 6bin octaBneH um 6e3 otBeta — Pbibak Tonbko nogyman: «4tob Tbl n3gox,
csornoyb!» Tak xutpo nosut! [la u Ha camom fere, YTO OH MOT OTBETUTb EMY?

Bnpoyewm, NopTHOB He 04eHb 1 HacTamean.

— Tak, Tak, noHATHO. Kak ero oamunua?

— Koro?

— HanapHuika.

®damunusa! 3ayem Gbl OHa cTana emy HyxHa, ata pamunua? Ho ecnn COTHMKOB He Ha3Ban cebs,
TO, BUAHO, He crnedyeT Ha3biBaTb ero n emy. HasepHo, Hago 6bino kak-nnbo cospatb, Aa Peibak
He cpa3sy coobpasun Kak.

— He 3Hato, — HakoHeL, cka3an oH. — A HeJaBHO B 3TOM OTpAAe. ..

— He 3Haewb? — c nerkum ynpekom nepecnpocun MNopTHoB. — A cTapocTa 9TOT, rOBOpULLb,
Cbly? Tak oH y Bac 3HaunTca?

PbiBak Hanpsar namaTb — KaxeTCs, OH Aaxe U He crblwan dhamMunnm CTapocTbl U €ro KINYKN.
— A He 3Haw. Cnblwan, B AepeBHe ero 30ByT eTp.

— AXx, lNeTp.

Emy nokasanocb, 4to [NopTHOB 3TOT KAKOW-TO NyTaHWUK, HO TOTYaC OH coobpasun: cnegoBaTtenb
XOYeT 3anyTaTb ero.



— Tak, Tak. 3HauuT, pogom otkyga? 13 Morunesa?

— WM3-nog Nomena, — Tepnenueo nonpasun Peibak. — Peunuknii paiioH.

— Gamunna?

— Ypa?

— TBos.

— Pbibak.

— 'pe octanbHasa 6aHpa?

— Ha... B bopkoBsckom rnecy.

— CKOrmbKO 40 Hero KUnomMeTpoB?

— OrTcropa?

— OTkyoa xe?

— He 3Hato To4Ho. KunomeTpoB BocemHaguatb byger.

— lMpaBunbHo. byaet. Kakne nepesHu psgom?

— fepeBun? OertapHs, YnbsHoBka. Hy 1 aTa, Kak ee... [paryHsbl.

[MopTHOB 3arnaHyn B nexatuyto nepea HUM 6yMaxky.

— A xakve y Bac cBs3n € 9TOW... OKyHb ABrnHben?

— Oemunxon? En-60ory, Hukakmx. [pocTo 3awwnm nepenpaTaTbes, Hy 1 noecTb. A TyT BaLUn
pebsaTa...

— A pebsaTa u HarpaHynu! Monogubl pebsatal Tak, rosopuilb, HAKAKNX?

— TOYHO HUKaKUX. ABIMHBS TYT HU NPU YEM.

CnepoBatenb 604p0 BCKOYMN M3-3a CTOMNA, NOKTAMU NOAAEPHYN Cron3aBLlune B nosice Spuaxm.
— He BuHOBaTa? A Bac npuHumana? Ha yeppgake npatana? Yto, Aymaellb, He 3Harna, Koro
npatana? OtnuyHo 3Hana! NokpbiBana, 3HaynT. A No 3aKkOHaM BOEHHOro BPeMEHU YTO 3a 3TO
nonaraetca?

Pbibak yxe 3Han, 4To 3a 9TO nonaraeTcs No 3akoHaM BOEHHOro BpEMEHU, U nogymann, yTo,
noxanyn, NnpuaeTcsa oTka3aTbCA OT HENOCUSBHOIO TeNepb HAaMepPEHUs BbIOPOaAnNTb [lemMymnxy.
Bbino oueBMAHO, YTO Ha KaXAayo Takyto NONbITKY cnegoBartenb OyaeT pearnpoBaThb, Kak Oblk Ha
KpacHbIW JTOCKYT, U OH peLuunn He apa3HuTb. [Jo lemyunxn nu TyT, Korga HeM3BeCTHO, Kak
BblkapabkaTbCs camoMmy.

— Tak, xopowo! — Cnegosatenb nogoLwen K okHy n 604p0 NOBEPHYNCA Ha Kabnykax; pyku ero
ObINn 3acyHyTbl B KapMaHbl OpIoK, NOKaK Ha rpyam LWMPOKO pacnaxHyrncs. — Mebl ewe
norosopuMm. A BooOLLEe JOMKEH NPU3HaTh: NapeHb Tbl C rONOBON. BO3MOXHO, Mbl coxpaHum Tebe
Xn3Hb. YT0, He Bepuwb? — CrniegoBaTenb UPOHMYECKN YXMbINbHYNCA. — Mbl MOXeM. 3TO
CoBeTbl HNYEro He MOrnn. A Mbl MOXEM KasHUTb, @ MOXeM U MunoBatb. CMoTp4A Koro. MNoHan?
OH no4yTn BNNOTHYO Npubnuauncs k Peibaky, n TOT, NOMYBCTBOBAB, YTO AOMNPOC HAa TOM, HAaBEPHO,
KOHYaeTCcs, NOYTUTENbHO NoAHANCA co ctyna. Cnegosatens 6bin eMy nNo nneyvo, n Poibak
nogymarl, 4To ¢ NerkocTbio NpuayLwmnn 66l 3Toro Manomepka. Ho, nogymas Tak, OH NoYTH
nucryrasncsa cBoen Takon Hernernowu TyT MbICIIN U C AeNaHHOW NPpeaaHHOCTbIO B3rMsHYI B XUBbIe, C
HaYanbCTBEHHbLIM XOSI0AKOM rriasa nonmuemnckoro.

— Tak BoT! Tel Ham pacckaxellb Bce. TONbKO Mbl NpoBepuM, He ayman! He HaBpelb —
COXPaHsIn XM3Hb, BCTYNULLIb B NoNMumio, Byaellb CnyxuTb Benvkon Mepmanuu. ..



— A? — He nosepwun Poibak.

EmMy nokasanocb, 4TO Nofg HOoramu KayHyrncs nosi U CTeHbl 3TOro 3anfieBaHHOro NomMeLLeHns
pasganucb BMpb. CkBO3b MMHYTHOE 3aMeLLaTenbCcTBO B cebe OH BAPYr ACHO owlyTnn ceobony,
NpoCTOp, Aaxe fnerkoe JyHOBEHME CBEXEero BeTpa B norie.

— [a, Tbl. YT0, He cornaceH? Moxelb cpa3y He oTBeyvaTb. an nogyman. Ho noMHW: unu naH,
unu nponan. NamaHtok!

Mpexae Yem OH, OLEeNOMMEHHbIN, yCnen NoHATb, YTo ByaeT Aanblie, ABEPb packpbinach, N Ha
nopore BbIpoC TOT cambli CTack.

— B noasan!

Crtacb gypalunuseo yCTaBuncs Ha criegoBaTtens.

— Tak aT1o... byanna xpger.

— B nogsan! — B3BU3rHyn cnegosarenb. — Tbl YTO, rMyXon?

Crtacb BCTpeneHyrics.

— Asonb B nogean! butta, npowy!

Pbibak Bbllwen, Kak 1 BXOAWI, B KpalHen pacTePAHHOCTU, Ha 3TOT pas, OAHAKO, YXXe Mo ApYyron
npuymHe. XOTS OH eLLe U HEe 0OCO3Har BCEK CNOXHOCTU NEPEXNTOrO U B eLle BonbLuer cTeneHn
NpeacTosLLEro, HO yXKe YyBCTBOBAN OCTPO M pagoCTHO — ByaeT xutb! NosBrnacb BO3MOXHOCTb
XUTb — 3TO rmaBHoe. Bce octanbHOe — NOTOM.

— [bl, 3HAUMT, OTKNaabIBaeTCsa? — OepHyn ero 3a pykas nonywybka Ctack, Korga OHWU BbILWN BO
ABOp.

— [a, oTknagbiBaeTcsa! — TBepao ckasan Poibak n BnepBbie C BbI3OBOM MOCMOTPEN Ha KPacuBOE,
n3geBaTenbCku-ynbibunBoe nmuyo nonuuyas.

TOT XOXOTHYN XpUNnoBaTbiM, BpPOoAe KO3MMHOro 6nesHus, ronocom.

— Hukypa He geHewbcs! Otaaws! [Jo6poBonbHO, HO 06a3aTeNbHO — Tpebyxa 13 Tebst BoH!
«[dypHor unu npukngpisaetca?» — nogyman Peibak. Ho Ctack Tenepb mano 6ecnokoun ero: y
Hero NosIBUNCS 3aLUUTHUK.
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CoTHuKOBa cnacarna ero HeMOLLHOCTb: Kak TONbKo byanna HaumMHan nbiTKy, OH BbICTPO Tepsan
co3HaHue. Ero otnneanu, HoO HEHaZoNro, Mpak ONsATb 3acTunasn Co3HaHue, Terno He pearnposasno
HW Ha pEMEHHbIe YepecceaeribHUKN, HU Ha cneunarbHble cTanbHble Wwunubl, KoTopbiMy Byanna
cavpan ¢ nanbues HOrTu. HanpacHo NpoBO3MBLUMCH TaK C nonyaca, ABoe NonunuencKnx
BbiTawmunu CoTHMKOBA 13 NOMELLEHMA U Bpocunu B Ty Kamepy, K CTapocTe.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi OH Mon4va nexarn Ha coriomMme B MOKPOM OT BOAbI 04exae, C OKPpOBaBIIEHHbIMU
KNCTAMU pyK U TUXo cToHan. Co3HaHne To BO3BpalLlanock K HeMy, To nponagano. Koraa 3a
ABEPbLI0 YTUXIN LWarn nosimuenckux, K HEMy Ha KorneHsix nognons crapocrta etp.

— An-an! A a n He y3Han. BoT 4yTo Hagenanu...

COTHMKOB ycnbiLlan HOBbIN BO3ne cebsa ronoc, KOTopbl Nokasancsa emy 3HakoMbIM, HO
NCTEep3aHHOE ero Co3HaHMe yXXe He B COCTOSAHMM BbinNo BOCCTAHOBUTbL B NAMATU, KTO 3TOT
yenosek. Bnpo4yewm, Yenosek Bpoae 6bin pacnonoxeH k Hemy, COTHMKOB NOYYBCTBOBAs 3TO MO
rofiocy v nonpocwun:

— Bogpbl!

UenoBek, CNbIWHO 6bIN0, NOAHANCS, HE CUNBbHO, XOTH U HACTOMYMBO NOCTyYan B ABEPb.

— Yeptn! He cnbIWKUT HUKTO.

lNMnoxo coobpaxas yxe, COTHUMKOB BCE € NOHASM, YTO NOMOLM 3aecb He ByaeT. N oH Hu4ero He
npocun 6onbLue, NorpyXasicb B 3abbiTbe U OCTaBasdACb OANH Ha OAWMH CO CBOMMMK MyKkamun. Bce
BPEMS O4€Hb XOTENOCh NUTb. Kakon-To ryCcTon 3HOVHbLIV TyMaH 06BOMNakuean Bce BOKPYT,
COTHMKOB AONIO TalMICa B HEM Ha BaTHbIX HOrax, noka He yBuaen y 3abopa konogew, ¢ Beapom
Ha uenu. Taknmn ke BaTHbIMU, BECCUNBbHBIMU PyKaMmn OH Onyckasn 3TO BEAPO B KONMOAeL, Kak
BAOPYT M3 ero YepHow 6e3aHbl C TPEBOXHBbIM OblpKaHbEM BPOCUICA BPACCHIMHYIO LLYCTPbIN
Kowwaymin BbiBOAOK. COTHMKOB TEpPNEeTb HE MOT KOLLUEK M NOYTU B UCMyre OTNPsSHYN OT cpyba,
MeLneHHO npuxoas B cebsi. 3atem OH Kaknum-To 06pas3om O4yTUICA Ha ynuue X 4OBOEHHOIO
ropogka v Bapyr yeugen nepepg cobov PegbknHa, 4aBHULWHEro CBOEro opavHapLa, kak pas
HecLlero CBA3KY MOKPbIX, HAaMOMHEHHbIX Bogow ondar. COTHUMKOB CXBaTUICS 3a OA4HY U3 HUX, HO
donisira B ero pykax cpasy e npespatunacbh B NPpOTMBOrasHyt CyMKy, a B CYMKe Kakasi e Boaa...
CnycTs HEKOTOPOE BPEMS OH BCe-Taku JoXAarca KoTernka ¢ BogoW U A0Sro U MyYUTENbHO nun.
Ho Boga Gbina Tennas, HEBKyCHas!, OHa He yTonsana Xaxabl, TONIbKO NPOTUBHO HaMNOMNHANA
Xenygok. BoxxgeneHHoe 3TO NUTbE HEe MPUHECNO eMy 0BneryeHus, Nuib YCUNnno Myku, ero
cTano TOWHUTL. BbINo 04YeHb XapKo OT NONYAEHHOro COMHUA, B OKONYUKe, rae OH CTOSAN, BCOAY
nepecbinancsa packaneHHbIM Necok C KNnoyYkamu Cyxon Kontoyen tpasbl. OH HAYYTL eLle He
HanWscs, Kak pagoM NocnbiWancs oKpUK pykoBoguTensa ctpensbamm nonkosHuka JlormHosa:
«Temn! Temn!» CoTHMKOBaA 3TO yAMBUIO U 06ECNOKONIO OOHOBPEMEHHO: NMOKa3anoCb CTPaHHbIM,
Kak OH MOr OTBNeYbCH Ha 3TOT BOAOMNON BO BpeMsi CTpenbbbl? OH ucnyrancs, Yto He YroXnuTcs B
Temn nogayun KoMmaHz, KOTOopbIi BMECTO MonaraBLUNXCH LWECTU — OEeCATU CeKYH[, HaBepHO,
nepesanun 3a MUHYTY.

[MoToM ero BuMaeHus ctanu TYCKHETb, CO3HaHWe 3aBONOKIO GeccMbICnnLEeN, 3a KOTOPOW eaBa
npobuBanuch yckonb3atowme npudyanmeble o6pasbl, yeunuearowme n 6e3 Toro HecTepnumble ero
cTpagaHus...



Korga B kamepy BepHynu Pbibaka, COTHUKOB, Kak TPy, TUXO fiexan Ha Conome, € rofioBbl 40 NAT
HaKpbITbIA LWMHENbO. Pbibak cpasy e onycTuncs psgoMm, OTKUHYN MOy WKMHENW, Nonpasun emy
pyky. CnomaHHble nanblbl COTHMKOBA CAUMANCL B KPOBABbIX CryCTKaX, M OH YXXaCHYrcs npu
MbICIM, YTO TO XXe caMOe MOrnn caenatb 1 ¢ HUM. Ha nepBbIn pa3 pacnpaBa kaknm-1o obpasom
MuHoBana ero. Ho yto 6yaet 3aBsTpa?

— Xnoneuy, TyT 3T0... Boabl Hapo... — ckasan un3 yrna lNetp, noka Ctack 3anupan aBepb.

— A 1ebe He xnoneuy, a rocnoguH nonuuan! — 3nobHo 3ametnn Ctach.

— [Nyckan nonvuan. N3BnHnte. Yenosek nommnpaer.

— Typa v gopora 6aHanTy. Tebe Toxe.

C rpoMOBbIM FPOXOTOM 3axfoMnHynack ABepb, CTano TeMHo; [1eTp, B3OOXHYB, ONYCTUIICA Ha
COnomy B yrny.

— 3Bepu!

— Twuxo Bbl! — cka3an Pbibak. — Ycnblwar.

— lMycTb cnblwart. Yero yx 60aTbCs. ..

3akKpblnacb 1 HapyXHasa OBepb, Ha CTyNeHbKax 3arnoxnu waruv nonvuad. Caenanocb 04eHb TUXO,
N CTano CrbllWHO, Kak Henogarneky, B nogpane, KTo-TO TUXOHbKO nfakan — KOpoTKue
BCXMUMNbIBaHMWS, Nay3bl, — HaBepHO, pebeHOK 1num, BO3MOXHO, XeHLMHa. Ha conome Bce elle B
3a0bITby NpomMblyan 4To-To COTHMKOB.

— [a-a, atoro nsyseunnu. BepkneeT nn? — ckasan lNeTp.

Pbibak nogyman: «Bpsg nu oH BebkmBeT». U BOpYr emMy OTKPbINIOCh Ype3BblYaHO YETKO U
cyactnmeo: ecnv COTHUKOB YMpPET, TO ero, PeiGaka, WwaHchl 3Ha4YnTenbHo yny4dwatcs. OH cmoxeT
cKkasaTb YTO B3QyMaeTcs, ApYrnx 34ecb cBuaeTenen Her.

KoHe4HO, OH NoHMMan BCo 6ecYenoBeYHOCTb 3TOr0 OTKPbITUA, HO, CKOMbKO HU AyMan, HEM3MEHHO
BO3BpaLLlasncs K MbiCnu, 4To Tak 6yaet nydwe emy, Poibaky, 4a n camomy COTHUKOBY, KOTOPOMY
rocrne BCEero, YTo CNy4Yurnocb, BCe paBHO yXe He XnTb. A Pbibak, MOXET, eLle 1 BblIBEPHETCH S
TOrga y)XX HaBepHsKa paccyMTaeTcs ¢ 3TUMM CBOSI0MaMU 3a ero XXU3Hb U 3a CBOU cTpaxu Toxe. OH
BOBCEe He cobupancs BblgaBaTb MM NAPTU3aHCKMX CEKPETOB, HN Tem Bornee NnocTynaTb B NONULMIO,
XOTS1 U NOHUMAT, YTO YKNOHUTBLCA OT Hee, BUAHO, ByaeT He npocTo. Ho emy BaxHO 6bIno
BblrpaTb BpeMs — BCe 3aBUCENO OT TOro, CKOMbKO AHEN OH CyMeeT NpoaepXaTbCs B 3TOM
nogsare.

COTHMKOB TSXENO M XpUNSOo Ablliarn, cnerka noctaHbiBasi, u Pbibak nogyman: HET, He BbITSHET.
TyT 1 C Kpenknm 340poBbEM HEJOMTO 3arHyTbCs, rae yx emy!

— A Tebe, rnsxy, 6onbLle NoBesno, — paccyauTensHO 1 Bpoae Obl CO CMbICIIOM HAMEKHY
CTapuK.

OTu ero crnoea HenpuaTHO 3agenu Poibaka — kakoe emy geno? Ho OH CMOKOWHO OTBETUI:

— Moe Bce Bnepeau.

— AcHoe geno — Bnepeaun. Tak OHU HE OCTaBAT.

Pbibak Henpna3HEeHHO NOCMOTpPEN B Yron — CTaHOBUNOCH He Mo cebe 0T HenpoLUEHbIX
NPOPOYECTB 3TOr0 YeroBeka: OTKyAa eMy 3HaTb, NPOCTAT UK HET? Y Hero wen 3a4eT No ocobomy
OT NPOYMX cYeTy, B 6GNaroTBOPHYO CUIy KOTOPOro OH MOYTKU YTO NOBEPUI N CTapancsa nogpobHee
BCe obaymaThb.



Ho, BngmMmo, 31o MecTo 6bIN10 Mano NoAXoAAWMM NS ANUTENbHbBIX Pa3MbILLNIEHWIA: TONBbKO OH
cocpenoToumncs Ha cBomx 3aboTax, Kak No CTyneHbkam onsiTb 3acTyyanu kabnyku. Larn
3ameprnv Bo3re Ux Kamepbl, FPOMbIXHYI 3aCOB, U Ha Nopore BbIpoC TOT cambin CTach.

— Ha Boabl! XXuBo! M yto6 atoT 6aHAatora k 3aBTpemy Obin Kak WwTblk! A Tbl, CTapbI XPEH, MapLu K
Byaune!

Pbibak npuTywmnn B cepaue BCNbIXHYBLUYIO ObIN0 TPpeBOry, B3N U3 pyk Nonuuyas Kpyriblin KOTENOK
c xonogHon sogow. lNeTp n3 yrna HegoymeHHo yctasurics Ha Ctacs.

— A 3a4ewm, He 3Haewb?

Monuuan ¢ HenogaenbHbIM BecernbeM 3apXxarn:

— 3Halo: B NogknaHoro ceirpate. Hy, xuso!

Crapuk TsKeno nogHancs, nogobpan ¢ nona Tynyn4yuKk 1, HarHyB rofioBy, Bbilen n3 kamepbl. Bce
C TEM Xe rPOXOTOM 3ax/onHynach TsXxenas aBepb.

BcTtaB Ha koneHu, Poibak Hayan Topmownte CoTHMKOBA. TOT, OAHAKO, TONbKO CTOHan. Torga oH
OLHOK PYKOW HaKIMOHWM KOTENOK, a Apyron npunogHsn ronosy COTHMKOBA U HEMHOIO BNWUI B €ro
poT BoAbl. COTHMKOB B3APOrHyI, HO TYT Xe XagHOo npunan rybamu K LepLuaBoMy Kparo KOTerka,
HECKOIbKO pa3 cAaBNeHHOo, TPYAHO rMOTHYII.

— K10 9107

— 370 4. Hy kaK 1b1? Jlyywe?

— Pbi6ak? oy 1bi! Jan ewe.

Pbibak cHOBa npuaep»kan ero ronoBy — cty4ya 3ybamum o kotenok, COTHMKOB BbINWI eLLe U
NNacToMm crier Ha Cofniomy.

— Yro, Myunnu 3gopoBo? — cnpocun Peibak.

— [a, 6par, gocrtanocb, — BblAoXHYN COTHUKOB.

Pbi6ak 3a60TNMBO onpaBui Ha HEM LUMHESb U NPUBANUICSA CMMHON K CTEHE, paCCesAHHO
BCIYLUMBASCh B LUYMHOE [blXxaHne ToBapuLya, KOToOpoe, OAHAKo, Nomary BblpaBHMBAaNOCh.

— Hy, kak Tenepb camoyyBcTBUE?

— Tenepb xopowo. Jlyywe. A 1e6a?

— Y10?

— bunn?

OT1oT Bonpoc 3actan Peibaka Bpacnnox. OH He 3Han, Kak KOPOTKO OO BACHUTL TOBapWULLY, NoYeMy
ero He nblTanu.

— [1a HeT, He O4YeHb.

CoOTHMKOB 3aKpbin rnasa. Ero nsamoxageHHoe, cepoe, ¢ OTPOCLUEN LWEeTUHOW NULO eaBa
BblAENANOCh B CyMmepKax Ha cepon conome. B rpyau Bce xpuneno. M torga Peibaky npuwino B
rofoBy, YTO, MOKa MMEETCS Takast BO3MOXHOCTb, HAA0 Obl KOE O YeM YCNOBUTBLCS OTHOCUTENBbHO
npeacToALWNX 40NPOCOB.

— Cnywan, 9 Bpoge nx o6xXuTpio, — LUENHYN OH, CKIMTOHUBLUMCH K TOBapuwy. TOT yaMBNEHHO
packpbin rnasa — Wwunpokme 6enku B rnasHuuax Tyckno 6necHynm oTpaxxeHHbIM CBETOM. —
Tonbko Ham Hago roBopuTb 0gHO. [Npexae Bcero — LWnu 3a Npogykramu. XyTop COXOKEH,
nputonanu K JlecuHam, Hy u...

— Hwu4ero s um He ckaxy, — nepebun ero COTHUKOB.



Pbibak npucnywancsa, HeT nim Koro nobnn3ocTu, HO, KaxkeTcs, BCoay Obino Tnxo. Tonbko cBepxy
AOHOCUNUCBL ronoca U1 waru, Kak pas Hag nx kamepon. Ho ceepxy ero He ycnbilwar.

— Tl 6pocb, He gypu. Hago koe-4to 1 ckasaTb. Tak cnywan gansiwe. Mol n3 rpynnel [ly6osoro,
OH ceunyac B bopkosckom necy. [ycTb npoBepsT.

COTHMKOB 3agepxxan gblxaHue:

— Ho [ly6oBoii 4elCcTBUTENBHO TaMm.

— Hy n yt0?

Pbibak HaunHan 3nnTbCs: BOT K€ HECTOBOPYMBbLIN YENOBeEK, pa3se B 3ToM aeno! besycnosHo,
[y6oBow ¢ rpynnon B BOpKOBCKOM fiecy, HO OTTOrO, YTO OHN HA30BYT MECTO €ro PacnoOXEHUS,
TOMY XYy)Xe He CTaHeT — nonuuasam 4o Hero He JobpaTtbesa. OcTaTku Xe ux oTpsaa Kak pas B
Bonee HeHageXHOM MecCTe.

— Cnywan! Tel nocnywan meHsa! Ecnn mbl UX He NpoBedeM, He CXMTPUM, TO Yepes3 AeHb-ABa Ham
katok. lNMoHsan? Hapgo HemMHOro u B nogaasku cbirpaTb. He pBaTtb yepes cuny.

COTHMKOB, CNbILWHO ObINO, 6YATO HACTOPOXUICS, NPUTUX, ObIXaHWE ero 3ameprio

— cpaeTcs, OH YTo-To obaymbiBan.

— Hwuyero He BbINOET, — HAKOHEL, cKa3ar OH.

— Kak He BbigeT? A yTto Toraa BoigeT? CMepTn JOCTyKaTbCS nerye BCero.

«BoT gypuna», — nogyman Pbibak. Yk Takoro Hepa3ymMHOro ynpsiMcTBa OH He oxugan. Bnpouewm,
caM OJHO HOrom B MOruse, Tak eMy BCe HUMoYeM. He xoueT gaxe LeBenbHYyTb MO3ramu, YTobbl
He noTawuTb 3a cobon n ToBapuLla.

— Tbl nocnywan, — nomornyas, ropsiyo 3awentan Poibak. — Ham Hago ux noBaguTb. 3Haelb,
Kak LYKy Ha yaouke. VMiIHave nepeTdaHellb, NnopBeLwb — 1 Bce nponano. Hago NpuknHyTLCA
CMUPHBIMW. 3HaeLb, MHE NPEASIOXMIM B NONULMNIO, — KaK-TO CaM He Xenas Toro, ckasan Pbibak.
Bekun y CoTHMKOBa B34 pOrHynu, 3ataeHHbIM TPEBOXHbLIM BHUMAHUEM CBEPKHYNU rnasa.

— Bort kak! Hy 1 4T0 X — no6exuwb?

— He nobery, He 6oicb. A ¢ HUMK NOTOPryHOChb.

— CmoTpu, npoTopryeLbca, — A3BUTeNbHO npocunernt COTHUKOB.

— Tak 4yT0 e, nponagatb? — BAPYr 03NACb, €ABa He BCKPUKHYN Pbibak n 3amonyan,
BblpyraBwncb Npo cebsa. Bnpoyem, yepT ¢ HUM! He xoueT — ero aeno; Poibak xxe ByaeT 6opoTbca
3a cebs [o koHua.

COTHMKOB 3aabllian TpyaHee — OT BOSIHEHUS UMK OT XBOPW; NONbITANCH OTKALWATLCA — B rpyau
3awmneno, Kak Ha apoBHe, n Pbibak ncnyrancs: nomvpaet, 4to nn? Ho oH He ymunpan n Bckope,
coBMafaB C AblXaHWeM, cKasar:

— HanpacHo neseulb... B aepbmo! [1o3opuLlb KpacHOapMeENCKy YeCTb. 2KMBbIMU OHU Hac He
BbINYCTAT.

— Kak ckasaTb. Ecnn noctapartbcs...

— [lns koro ctapaTbCca? — cpbiBasCb, 310 6pocun CoTHMKOB 1 3a0XHyNcA. MUHyTy OH
MYYUTENBHO KaLUMsamn, NOTOM LYMHO Ablllari, 3aTeM ckasarn BApyr ynasLimm rorocom: — He B
KapThbl )X€ urpaTb OHM Tebsi B NONMLMIO 30BYT.

«HaBepHo, He B KapTbl», — Npo cebs cornacuncsa Poibak. Ho OH wen Ha 3Ty urpy, 4TobbI
BblMrpaTb cebe M3Hb — pa3Be 3TOro HeJOCTATOYHO AN CaMOW, NYCTb AaXe OTYAsAHHOW, Urpbl?
A Tam oHo ByaeT BUOHO, TONbKO Obl HE yOunu, He 3amy4unnu Ha gonpocax. Tonbko 6bl BbipBaTbCA



N3 3TOWN KNETKW, U HUYEro NIOXoro oH cebe He Nno3BonuT. Pasee OH Bpar CBOMM?

— He 6oicb, — cka3an OH. — £ TOXe He NbIKOM LUUTbIN.

COTHUMKOB 3acMesAncs HeeCTeCTBEHHO KOPOTEHLKMM CMEXOM.

— Yypak! C kem Tbl B3gyman Taratbca’?

— A BOT yBNaMLLb.

— 370 e mawwmHa! /nu Tel ByaeLlb Cny>xutb ein, nnum oHa coTpet Tebs B nopoluok! —
3aAblxasiCb, NPOCUMEN OH.

— A um nocnyxy!

— Tonbko HayHu!

«HeT, BUOHO, C HNM He CrOBOPULLBLCS, C 3TUM YyAaKoM YenoBekoM», — nogyman Poibak. Kak B
XW3HW, TaK U nepen CMePTbIO Y HEro Ha NepBoOM MecTe TBepaonoboe ynpsiMcTBO, Kakne-To
npuvHUMNbI, @ BOOOLLE BCe AeNno B XxapakTepe, Tak noHuman Peibak. Ho Beab KOMy He U3BECTHO,
4YTO B Urpe, KOTOpas Ha3blBAETCH XXMN3HbIO, Yalle C BbIMMPbILLIEM OKa3blBaE€TCSH TOT, KTO 6onbLue
xuTpuT. [la n kak nHaye? [lencteutenbHo, paimam — mMalunHa, nogmMsaBLLAas No4 CBOW Koneca
nonmMupa, passe MOXHO, CTOS Nepes Hen, pasMmaxusaTb ronbiMu pykamu? MoxeT, Kyaa pasyMHee
OyaeT nogobpaTbCsi CO CTOPOHbI M CYHYTb €M MEX KONeC Kakyto-HMbyab poratuHy. [NycTb
HanopeTcs Aa 3abykcyeT, AaB TeM BO3MOXHOCTb MOTUXOHBbKY CMbITbCSt K CBOUM.

CoTHMKOB 3amonyan unu, MoxeT, Bnan B 3abbiTbe, U Pbibak nepectan HabmBaTbCA K HEMY C
pasroBopoM. [1ycTb NOCTynaeT Kak Xxo4eT — OH xe, Pbibak, 6yaeT pykoBoacTBOBaThHCS
COBCTBEHHbLIM pa3yMOM.

OH ner Ha 6ok, nogo6pan Horu, NOBbILLE HATSHYN BOPOTHUK nonyLy6ka. Moka cya aa geno, 6bino
Obl HENMOXO B3APEMHYTb, YTOObLI NPOACHUNOCH B rOMOBE, NOTOMY Kak CKOpPO, HaBepHo, byaeT yxe
He Ao cHa. OgHako OH Bepur B CBOKO CHACTNMBYIO 3BE34Y M MOCTENEHHO ybexaancs, 4YTo ero
OTHOLLIEHMS C nonuuasamMm obpenu npaBunbHOE HanpaBneHne, KOTOPOro N HY>KHO AepXKaTbCsl.
Ecnn Tonbko COTHMKOB CBOMM HermernbiM yNpsMCTBOM HE UCNOPTUT BCe ero nnaxbl. Ho, BugHo,
CoTHukoB onro He NpoTsHeT. CTpaHHbIM 3TO 6bINO M NPOTUBHBIM — AyMaTb O CKOPOW CMEepPTH
ToBapuLlia. Ho nHade He nony4vanock. B ero cmepTn oH BUAen eanHCTBEHHbIN Ans ceba Bbixon 13
3TOW 3anagHu.

3agymaBwunch, Peibak He cpasy ycnbllwan, Kak YTO-TO XXMBOE TUXOHBbKO KOpsiIGHYO No ero canory,
notom cHoBa. OH ABWHYI HOroM 1 BAPYr SICHO YBUAEN KPbICY — CepbI €€ KOMOK METHYNCS K
CTEHe N 3aTUX TaM: ONNHHbBIA N TOHKUA XBOCT HACTOPOXEHHO nponer no conome. CoaporHyBLUUCH,
Pbibak nHyn Tyaa kabnykom — KpbiCa, TOHEHBKO NMUCKHYB, MPOBOPHO CKPbIflacb B TEMHOM yrny. 1o
AOHECLLENCA U3 CoNnombl TUXOM BO3He Pbibak, ogHako, NOHAM, YTO TaM OHa He oaHa. HaBepHo,
Hago 6bl YeM-TO BPOCUTL B HMX, HO MNOA pyKamu He 6bino HMYero nogxoasuero, n Poibak, copsas
C ronoBbI LWarky, LUBbIPHY €€ B yron.

Korga Tam npuTKXNo, OH Ha YeTBepeHbKax crnomnsan 3a wankon n onAaTb NPUBannics CrnHONM K
cteHe. OgHaKo cnaTb OH yXKe He MOr, CUAEN N C HEACHBIM Bpe3rnnBbIM CTPaxoM BrisAbiBancs B
KPbICHBIW Yron.
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[MeTpa npuBenun He CKOPO, yXXe Ha 3akaTe CosiHua, Koraa CyMepKku B Kamepe COBCEM CryCTUMUCH U
OKOLLIKO BBEPXY €[1Ba CBETUIOCH CKYAHbIM OTCBETOM MOPO3HOro AHsA. [la v B ABepwn, korga ta
OTBOpMNach, y>ke He BbIfno NpexHen ApKoCTn — HarHyB 6enyto ronosy, cTapocta Mosnya
nepecTynun NOpor U CyHyncs Ha CBoe MeCTO B yriy.

Monuuan He cnewwun 3akpbiTb ABEPU, U PbiBak y cTeHbl BeCb 60NE3HEHHO CXXarncs, CTapasChb Kak
Obl UICYE3HYTb BO Mpake 3TOM BOHIOYEN kKamepbl. bbifo CTpallHO, YTO CrieyoLwmm OnsiTb BbI30BYT
€ro, XoTa OH NOHUMan, YTo OT NoNULUAas 3TO HUYYTb He 3aBuceno. Ho He BbI3Banu HUKOro, ABEpPb
HaKOHeLl, 3aTBOpUIach, HagexHOo 3BAKHYN 3acoB. [lonuuan, ogHako, — Ha 3TOT pa3s KTO-TO ApYyromn,
He CTacb — HanpaBuUIICA He K CTyrneHbKaM: ero Lwarun B Kopugope noBepHynu a Apyryto CTOPOHY.
Bckope B rmybuHe nogsana 3actyyanu gpyrme 3acoBbl, pa3gannucb riyxoBaTblil OKPUK U XKEHCKNIA
KOPOTKWUIA BCXINNM.

B aTOT pa3 6panu XeHLnH.

Kak Tonbko B nogBane ondatb BCe 3aTuxIo, K Pbibaky Hayano nomany Bo3BpallaTbCs ero
camoobnagaHue. Yto x, 6ega noka MMHOBana ero, HaCTUrHyB ApPYroro, 1 3To, Kak Bcerga Ha
BOWHe, BOMPEKN BCeMyY ycrnokamano. byato Tem cambiMm gaBano eMy AOMNONHUTESbHbIE LLIAHCHI
BbIKUTb.

Pbibak He umen HM ManeunLero xxenaHmsa BCTynaTb B pa3roBOp CO CTAapOCTOM, KOTOPOro, MOX0OXe,
NbiTanu He 04eHb, BO BCAKOM Clyyae He Tak, kak CoTHMKoBa. Ho To 06CTOATENBCTBO, YTO OH, HE
NMPOPOHMB HU CMOBA, OTHYXKAEHHO 3aTUX B CBOEM MpayHoMm yriy, obecnokounno Peibaka.

— Hy kak? O6ownocb? — HapounTo 60apo cnpocun Poibak.

[MeTp nocne HenpoaOMKUTENBHOM Nay3bl 0TO3BaSICA HEBECESbIM FOfTIOCOM:

— HerT, yxxe He obongeTtcs. [noxu Hawwm gena.

— Xyxe Hekyaa, — cornacunca Poibak.

CrtapocTta BbiCMOpKarcs, BUAHO Obino, NPUBbLIYHO pasrnagnn ycbl 1 coobwmn kak bl mexay
NPOYMM, HM K KOMY He 0BpaLlasch:

— lNogrosapueanu, 4Tob A BbiBegan oT Bac. [1po oTpsag Hy v ewle Koe-yTo.

— Bort kak! — HenpuaTHo yansunca Peibak, BcnomHue CBOV He4aBHWMIA pa3roBop C
CoTHukoBbIM. — LLUNMOHUTL, 3HAYNT?

— Bpoge Toro. lecTtbaecaTt cemb neT NpoXun, a nog CTapocTb Ha Takoe aeno... He-eT, He no
MHe 3TO.

Pagom Ha conome, Kak-TO UCNyraHHO B34pPOrHyB, NpuBcTan Ha NokTsx COTHUKOB.

— K10 9107

— [1a TOT, NECUHOBCKUI CTapocTa, — NoAaBfieHHO cka3an Poibak.

PasroBop Ha aTom npepsancs, Pbibak un NeTp nputnxnum kaxabin B cBoem yrny. OKOLLKO,
noracHyB, efjBa cepeno nog noTofKOM, YeTKO pasfeneHHoe peLleTKon Ha YeTbipe kBagparta. B
Kamepe BoLapunacb TeMeHb. PasroBapmBaTb HUIKOMY HE XOTENOCb, Kaxabli yrnybunca B ceba n
CBOM Jarneko He Becersble MbICIN.

W Torga onaTb 3aTtonanu warn Ha CTyneHbkax, CrblHO ObIfo, pacKkpblfiack HapyXXHas ABepb U
HEeOXMUAAaHHO rPOMKO 3BSIKHYI 3aCOB MUX Kamepbl. OHM BCEe HACTOPOXUITUCh, OOUHAKOBO
06€eCnoKOeHHbIE €AMHCTBEHHbIM B TaKMX CyYasx BONPOCOM: 3a keM? TeM He MeHee 1 Tenepb,
BUOHO, HE 3aMmparu HAKOro — HanpoTUB, KOro-TO NPUBENN B 3Ty KaMmepy.



— Hy! Mapu!

KTO-TO HEBMOUMBIV B TEMHOTE NOYTU HECHbILLHO MPOCKONb3HYI B ABEPbL U 3aTauncs y nopora
BO3ne cambix Hor Pbibaka. Korga gBepb CO CTyKOM 3akpbinach M nonuuan, NnoCBUCTbIBaS,
3a4BUHYN 3acoB, Puibak 6pocun B TEMHOTY:

— Krto 1yT1?

— 4.

"onoc 6b1n geTCKUI, 9TO CTarno NOHATHO cpady, — MarneHbkas ourypka HoOBOro apecraHTta
NPUTKHYNackb y camoun ABepu 1 monyana.

— Ko a7 Kak 30ByT?

— bacs.

«baca? Yto 3a baca? byaro eBpenckoe Mg, HO OTKyZa OHa TyT B3Anacb? — yauUBUIICA

Pbibak. — Bcex eBpeeB 13 mecTeyka nMKBMamMpoBanu eLle OCeHblo, BpoAe HUIAe HUKOro He
ocTanocb — Kak 3Ta okasanacbh TyT?! /I noyemy ee npueenu B KaMepy K HUM, a He K [lemumnxe?»
— OTtkypa TblI? — cnpocun Pbibak.

[eBo4ka monyana. Torga oH crnpocun o Apyrom:

— Ckonbko Tebe net?

— TpuHaguaTb.

B yrny, TpygHo B30OXHYB, 3awwesenurncs lNeTp.

— 3710 Meepa-canoxHuka goyka. [lonpawmsanu 1e6a?

— Ara, — TUX0 noaTBepauna geBouka.

— Meepa Torga nsHnM4TOXuUNIM BMecTe co Bcemu. BoT... ogHa godka u yuenena. YTto X Mbl Tenepb
O6yaem genatb ¢ Tob6on, baca?.. — U [NeTp BHOBb TSXXKO B340XHYI.

Pbibak Bopyr noTepsn UHTEPEC K AEBOYKE, BCTPEBOXEHHbIN APYrMM: NOYEMY ee nNpuBenu ctoga?
B noasane 6binun, HaBepHO, 1 ewe mecta — rae-To N06AN30CTU CUAENN XKEHLLMHBI, — NOYEMY XKe
AEBOYKY nogcaannm K My>xxynHam? Kakon B 3ToM cMbicn?

— Yero x oHn gobmBannck oT Teba? — nomonyas, Tuxo cnpocun NeTtp bacto.

— Y106 ckasana, y Koro ewje nparanace.

— A-a, BOH kak! Hy yTo x... 310 Tak. A Tbl He ckasana?

Bacsa 3atamnacbk, 6yaTo obmepna, monyana.

— W He roBopu, — ogo6pun norogs ctapocta. — Henb3s o Tom roBoputs. Moe feno Bce paBHO
KOHYeHoe, a Npo apyrux monyu. Ecnu n 6utb 6yayt. inn tebs yxe bunn?

BmecTo oTBeTa B yriny Bopyr Nocnbiwarnca BCXumM, 3a KOTOPbIM Nnocrneaosas cAaBNeHHbIN,
BGonesHeHHbIV nnad. OH GbiN KOPOTEHLKMM, HO CTONBKO HENOAAENbHOMO AEeTCKOro OT4YasiHUS
BbINSIECHYNOCb C HUM, YTO BCEM B 3TOW Kamepe caenanock He no cebe. COTHUKOB Ha CONoMe,
CNbIWHO 6bIN0, OCTOPOXHO 3aaepKan AblXaHue.

— Pbi6ak!

— A TyT.

— Tam Boaa 6bina.

— Y70, NNTb X04eLWb?

— [an eu Bogbl! Hy 4TO Thbl CUAULLIBL?

Hawynas nog cteHou KoTenok, Pbibak NoTAHYNCA K JeBOYKe.



— He nnayb! Ha BOT, nonen.

Bacs HemHoro otnuna u, NpUCMUpEB, 3aTnxra y nopora.

— Wawn cropa, — nosean lNetp. — TyT BOT MecTo ecTb. byaem cuagetb. BOoT noane cteHkn
OEepPXUCb.

MocnyLwHO NOAHSBLUMCH U HECHBILWHO CTynas B TeMHoTe 6ocbiMn Horamu, bacs HanpaBunack Kk
cTapuky. TOT noaBuMHyncs, ocBoboxaas en MecTto psgoMm.

— [a-a! MNMonanucek! YTo OHM eLle caenatoT ¢ HaMn?

Pbibak monyan, He nmes xxenaHusa NnogaepXXmBaTb pasroBop, PAAOM TUXOHLKO MOCTaHbIBan
CotHukoB. OHu xganu. Bce nx BHMMaHne 6bin0 NpMKOBaHO K CTyNeHbKaM — OTTyAda ABnsnach
6ena.

N pencTeuTenbHO, 4ONIO XaaTb ee He NPULLIOCh.

CnycTta yeTBepTb Yaca Cco ABopa AOHecCnochk 3noe: «au, naun, nagnal» — n He meHee
0603neHHoe B O0TBeT: «4T06 TEBSA TaK M B NEKNO rHanu, HErogHuK!» — «A Hy LWEeBENuCb, He TO Kak
ABVHY!» — npopsblvan My>ckou rorfioc. Ha ctyneHbkax 3aTonanu, 3amaTepunmncb — COMHEHUN He
Ob1N0: 9TO BO3BpaLwanu ¢ gonpoca [emunxy.

Ho noyemy-To ee Takke He MOBOMOKN B MPEXHIO KaMmepy — nonuuan 0OCTaHOBUITUCHL BO3Me NX
ABepw, 3arpeMenun 3acoBoMm, U TOT CaMbli, XOPOLLIO 3HAKOMbIN UM CTacb CUITbHO TOSKHYN
Hemunxy yepes nopor. KeHwuHa cnoTkHynach, ynana Ha Pbi6akoBbl HOrM 1 rpOMKO 3anpudntana
B TEMHOTE:

— Kypa Tbl Tonkaewb, Herogsan! TyT e MyXX4uHbl, a, boxxeyka mon!..

— [aBsan, pasawn! Yept 1€64 He Bo3bMeT! — npukpukHyn Ctack. — [Jo yTpa nepebyaelus.

— A yTpom 4T0? — BApPYr cnpocun Peibak, KoTOpoMmy nocnbiwancs Kakon-To HaMeK B CrioBax
nonuuas.

Cracb yxe npuKpbin 66110 ABEPL, HO ONATH PACTBOPWUI €€ N FapKHYI B KaMepy:

— A ytpom rpoc annec kanyt! ®apTon?

«KanyT? Kak kanyT?» — TpeBOXHO NPOHECOCh B CMATEHHOM CO3HaHuKM Pbibaka. Ho cTpaluHbIv
CMbICI 9TOr0 KOPOTKOro cnosa Obin CANLWKOM OTYETNNB, YTOObI 4ONT0 COMHEBATbLCA B HEM. U aTa
ero oT4eTNMBOCTb yAapuna Kak ornobner no ronose.

3Ha4nT, yTPOM KoHeL!

Moyt He owywasg cebs, Peibak mexaHnveckn nogobpan HOru, Aan NpUCTpoUTbLCS Yy nopora
XeHLUNHe, KoTopas BCe BCXIUMbIBana, CMopKarnachk, MOTOM Havarna B3AblxaTb — yCrnoKanBaTbCS.
MwHYTY OHM BCe Mon4yanu, 3atem [leTp B cBoeM yrny ckasan paccyauTenbHO:

— Y10 Xe pgenatb, ecnu nonanuck. Hago Tepnetb. OTKyaa xe Tbl Oyaellb, XeHwmnHa?

— A? Oa un3 MNMoany6bbs, ecnu 3HaeTe.

— 3Halo, a kak xe. U ybg xe Tbl Tam?

— Hemkun OKyHS KeHkKa.

Crapascb kak-nmbo otgenartbcsa oT Hegobpbix npeadyscTBuiA, Poibak nog cteHon ctan
npucnywmnsatbes Kk Jemunxe. EMy He xoTenocbk oGHapyxmBaTb cebs pa3roBopom, Tem 6onee 4to
[emumnxa, BO3MOXHO, He y3Hana ero B TeMHoTe. OHU yXe NO3HaKOMUMNCHL C ee CBapIUBLIM
XapakTepoMm, 1 Tenepb, OKa3aBLUMCb B TAKOM MONOXeHUKU, Pbibak Agyman, 4To 3Ta XXeHLWMHa OYeHb
NPOCTO MOXET 3aKaTUTb UM CKaHAan — ObINo 3a 4YTo. Ho oHa mano-nomany ycrnokounachb, eLle
pa3 BblCMOpKanacb. [(0foc ee NOHEMHOry pOBHES, CTaHOBUIICS OObIYHBIM, TakUM, KaKMM OHa



pasroBapuBara C HUMU B IEepPEBHE.
— [a-a, — o3agayeHHo B30oxHyn NeTp. — A [leMbsiH B BOWUCKE. ..

— Hy. [lemka Tam rae-To roprolko MbikaeT. A Hago MHOWM TYT n3MbliBatoTcs. 3abpanu BoT! [leTok
Ha KOro noknHynu? M kak oHn Tam 6e3 meHa? OK, 4ETOYKM MON POOHEHBKUE. ..

TonbKo YTO CMOJSKHYB, OHa pacnfakanacb CHOBa, U B 3TOT pa3 HUKTO ee He yTeluarn, He
ycnokavean — 6bI510 He Ao Toro. B kamepe npogomkanu 3syyaTb 3noselyue croa Cracs, oHu
nogasnanu, TPEBOXUNK, 3aCTaBNANN MyYUTENbHO NepexnBaTb BCEX, 3a UCKIMTIOYEHMEM pa3Be YTo
CTapoOCTbl, OCTaBaBLUErocH No-NpexHemy BHELLHE CMOKOMHBIM U paccyauTernbHbiM. Mexay Tem
Hdemunxa Kak-To HeoXngaHHo, 6yATO BCe BbiNnakas, B3A4OXHYA U CMOKONHEE yXXe 3ameTuna:

— Bot ntoan! Kak 3sepu! 'nagu, kakmm yeptom ctan lNaska aToT!

— lMopTHOB, 4YTO NU? — nogaepxan pasrosop eTp.

— Hy. A xe ero kaBanepom nomHio — Torga [1aBkou 3Banu. A NOTOM Ha y4YUTENS Bbly4YUICcs.
EBOHHasa maTka Ha XyTope una, Tak Kaxgoe f1eTo Ha MOJIoYKO Aa Ha A6n104kM npuesxan.
Harnsagenack. Takon nackoBblvi 6bin, «406pbIN AeHb» BCe pa3gasar, C My>XYMHaMmn 3a pyyky
3gopoBarncs.

— 3Hato NopTHOBa, a kak xe, — ckasan NeTtp. — lNpoTtus 6ora, 6biBano, N0 4EPEBHAM
arntuposan. [la Tak cknagHo...

— MNaguHa oH 6bIn. U ecTb raguHa. He Bce 3HalOT TOMbKO. KynbTypHbii!

— A nonuuanyumk aToT TOXe ¢ Bawero 6oky 6yato?

— Cracb-10? Haw! dununneHok mnaawuin. Cngen 3a NOHOXOBLUMHY, Aa npuLwen B NepBble OHW,
Kak Havanocb. V1 4to BblgensiBatb ctan — ctpax! B mecTeuke Bce Hag eBpedaMU U3MbIBarncs.
Y6usan, roeopunun. [lobpa HaTackan — 6oxeuka mon! Bero xaTy 3aBanun. A Tenepb BOT 1 A0 Hac,
XpuiLeHbIX, gobpancs.

— 3710 yX TaK, — cornacuncs lNeTtp. — C eBpeeB Havanu, a rNsamn, HaMmyM KOHYar.

— Y106 1M Ha OCuHe BUCETb, BbIPOAKAM 3TUM.

— £ BOT aymato Bce, — 6eCnokomHO 3aBOPOLUMICA CTapoCcTa, — Hy NycTb HEMUbI. /13BEeCTHO,
aLnCTbl, YyXXne Jan, Yero Y oT HUX xaaTb. Hy a Hawu, koTopble ¢ HUMK? Kak nx BoT
noHUMaTb? XXun, en KoTopbIi, NIOASAM B rnasa rnsgen, a Tenepb 3aumen BUHTOBKY U yXe
3actpenuTtb HopoBuT. U cTpensatoT! Ckonbko nepebunu yxe...

— Kak aToT, Kak ero... byauna Baw! — He caep)xaBLUMCb, HANOMHUN Pbibak.

— XBaTtaeT. /I byguna, n mano nu ewe Kakmx. 30eLlHnx n 4epT 3HaeT oTkyaa. Jlrobutenen
nopasboriHmyaTb. YT0 X, Tenepb UM pasgonbe, — rinyxmm 6acom CTENEHHO paccyXaan
NECMHOBCKMI cTapocTa.

YUTo-TO BCNOMHMB, ero HeTepnenueo nepebuna Jemumnxa.

— 3JT0 camoe, roBopAT, XO4OPOHOK MX, KOTOPOro HOYbIO paHunu, caox. Ytob nm Bcem
nepenoxHyTb, rafloBbiO 3TOMY!

— Bce He nepefoxHyT, — B300xHyn lNMeTp. — PasBe 4To Hawm nepebbioT.

Ha conome 3agsurancs, 3agbliwar, onsiTb nonbitancs nogHATecAa COTHUKOB.

— [1aBHO Bbl Tak cTanu gymaTtb? — Npocunen oH.

— A 4TO X AymaTb, CbIHOK? Bcem sicHO.

— AcHo, roeopute? Kak ke Bbl TOrga B CTapoCTbl MOLAN?



HacTtynuna HenoBkas TULIMHA, BCE NPUMOJSIKIIN, HACTOPOXKEHHbIE 3TUM Aaneko nayLwmm
Bonpocom. HakoHey, NMeTp, 4yTo-TO Nnpeogones B cebe, 3aroBopwi BAPYr POrHYBLUMM FOSIOCOM:
— A nowen! Ecnu 66l 3Hanu... Heroxe roBopuTtb 30ecb. X0TA 4TO yX Tenepb... OT6pbIkMBancs,
Kak mor. B panoH He aBnancs. Passe s aypak, He NoHMMato, 4To Nu. [la BOT 3TaK HOYbK OHaXab!
— CTYK-CTYK B OKHO. OTKpbI, FAsKy, Haw ObIBLUNIA cekpeTapb U3 panoHa, HavyanbHUK MANULAN 1N
eLle ABOe, Npu Opyxun. A cekpetapb MeHS 3Han — Kak-TO B KOJSINIEKTMBU3aL M0 OTBO3UI ero
nocne cobpanus. Hy, cnoeo 3a cnoso, roBoput: «Cribllwanu, B CTapocTbl TE6A MeTAT, Tak
cornawawncs. He 1o byguny HasHayaT — coBcem xygo 6yaet». Bot n cornacunca. Ha cesoto
rorosy.

— [a-a, — HeonpegeneHHo cka3an Poibak.

— lNonroga BbIkpy4ymBancs Mex AByx orHen. [oka He copBancs. A Tenepb 4To genatb?
MpuaeTtca NornbHyTh.

— lMNornbHyTb — Aeno HexuTpoe, — BypkHyn Pbibak, 3akpyrnss HEeNnPUATHBIN 1S HEro pas3roBop.
To, uto 0 cebe coobmn ctapocTa, He BbINOo ANA HEFr0 HEOXKNOAHHOCTBLIO — NOCne gonpoca y
MopTHoBa Pbibak yxe cTan Koe 0 YemM goragpiBatbcs. Ho Tenepb OH Obin LEenMkomM NornoLeH
cBouMu 3aboTamum 1 6onblLue BCEro onacancs, Kak Obl HEKOTOPbIE U3 ero BbiCKa3aHHbIX 34€eCb
HaMepeHnn He AOLNW A0 YLWen NonMuMm 1 He obopBanm NOCNEOHIO HUTOYKY €ro Haaexabl.
COTHMKOB Mexay TeM, packpbIB rnasa, Monya nexan Ha conome. Co3HaHue BEPHYNOCh K HEMY,
HO 4YyBCTBOBas OH cebs nNnoxo: aackvu 6onena Hora OT cTonbl 40 6eapa, XKrino nanbupbl HA pykax, B
rpyaun Bce ropeno. OH noHMmar, YTo cTapocTa ckasan npasay, HO OT 3TOW NpaBabl He
cTaHoBunoch nerye. OuwyuieHne Kakor-To Hernernomn OnmoLWHOCTU NO OTHOLUEHUIO K 3Tomy [eTpy
BAPYr HaBanunocb Ha CoTHMKoBa. Ho KTO B TOM noBuHeH? OnATb Nony4yanock Kak ¢ [lemyumxon,
KoTOpas siBunachb nepes HAMM XnBbIM YKOPOM UX HENPOCTUTENbHOM GecneyHocTn. C onackom
NpUCNyLWNBaACh Tenepb K CrioBam XeHLWnHbl, COTHUKOB OXugan, YTo Ta Ha4yHeT pyraTtb ux
nocnegHumm criosamn. OH He 3Harn, Yem Obl Toraa Bo3pasun en. Ho wno Bpems, a oHa BECb CBOM
rHEB BbiMeLLana Ha nonmumm n Hemuax — ux xxe ¢ Poibakom gaxe n He BcnomHuna, 6yaTo OHW He
UMenn HM MarnewnLlero KacatenbcTBa k ee 6ege. Ha anosewee coobuieHmne Ctacsa oHa Takke He
pearnpoBana — MOXET, HE NOHANAa ero CMbICna, a MOXeT, MPOCTO He obpaTuna BHUMaHUS.
Bnpouem, noBeputb B 9T0 coobLeHme Bbino cTpallHO Aaxe Ans roToBoro ko Bcemy CoTHMKOBA.
OH Takke He MOr B3siTb B TOSIK: TO i1 nNonuuan NnpocTo nyrar, TO N1 4eUCTBUTENBHO OHU
HagyManm NOKOHYUTb B OOQUH pa3 co BceMU. Ho Heyxenu um He xBaTuno Obl ABYX CMepTen — ero
¢ Pbibakom, kakor Obin CMbICI NMWATh XMU3HW 3Ty HECYACTHYO [leMunxy, n He3agadunmeoro
CTapocCTy, 1 AeBOYKYy? HeBeposiTHO, HO, BUAMMO, ByaeT Tak, gyman CoTHMkoB. CKOPNMOH AOMKEH
XanuTb, HaYe Kakom e OH CKopnnoH? O4yeBuAHO, ANS TOro U nosartankneanu ux B O4Hy Kamepy.
Kamepy cmepTHUKOB.
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Kak-To He3ameTHO Pbibak, caaeTtcs, 3acHyn, kak cugen — cropbmsLlunchb Noa cTeHon. Bnpouem,
BPSiA v 3T BbIN COH — CKopee ycTanoe 3abbiTbe Ha Kakon-H1byab Yac. Beckope, ogHako,
Tpesora pasbyauna ero, n Pbibak OTKpbIN rnasa, He cpasy NoHsB, rae oH. Psaom B TeMHOTE
TMXOHBLKO 3BYYasn pas3roBop, Crblwancsa 4eTCKNA 3HAaKOMbIW ronoc, cpasy e HanoOMHUBLUNA eMy
npo bacto. 3peaka ero nepebusan xpunnoBaTblii CTapyeCKUin LWENOT — 3TO BCTaBNAN CBOE
cnoBo [eTp. Pboibak npucnywwanca K ux TMxon Ho4How 6eceae, HanOMMHaBLUEN LUypLUaHNe
CONTIOMEHHOW KpPbILLKX Ha BETPY.

— CnepBa xotena 6exaTtb 3a HUMK, Kak noBenu. Beickounna n3 nanucagHuka, a TeTka Npackosbs
MaLleT pyKkoun: «Hu 3a 4To He xoam, roBopuT, npsayvbcs». Hy, nobexana Ha3ag, 3a oropoapl,
Brnesna B N030BblIv KyCcT. MoXeT, 3HaeTe, 60MbLUIOW Takon KyCT B KOHLE OrOPOAOB Y PEYKnN?
'ycTon-ryctoi. 3a ABa wwara cTexeuka Ha Knagky — Kak CUAULLb TUXO, He LeBEeNuLIbLCS,
HMCKone4vko Tebs He BUAHO. Hy, 51 1 3aneana Tyaa, Bbirpebna MecTeyuko B CyXmx JIMCTbAX U XKAY.
Hdymana, kak Mmamka BEpHETCS — NO30BET, A ycnbiwy 1 Bblbery. XXnana-xgana — He 30BET HUKTO.
Ye n cteMHeno, ctano cTpawHo. Bce ka3anoch, KTO-TO LWWEBENUTCS, KpadeTcs, a TO CTaHeT,
cnywaet. lymana: sonk! Tak Bonko 6oanace! N He 3acHyna Huckoneuko. Kak ctano ceetnets,
TOrAa HEMHOro 3acHyna. A Kak NpocHynachb, O4€Hb €CTb 3aX0TeNoCh. A BbINe3Tb M3 KycTa 60toChb.
CnbIWHO, Ha ynuLue roMOH, Kakme-To NoABOAbI, U3 XaT MECTEYKOBbIX BCE BbIrpyXatoT, Kyaa-To
Be3yT. Tak 4 cugena u cungena. Euwe geHb, ewe Houb. M ele He NOMHIO yxKe CKonbko. Ha
cTexeuke, koraa 6abbl nonockaTb NAyT, Tak MHE UX HOMM CKBO3b NIUCTBY BMAaaTb. Bce mnmo
npoxoadaT. A MHe Tak eCTb XOYETCH, YTO yXKe U Bblie3Tb He Mory. Cuxy fa nnavy TUXOHbKO. A
OfHaXAbl KTO-TO BO3Me KycTa OCTaHOBUIICA. A 3aTannack BCs, Nexy 1 He abiwy. W Torga cnbiwy,
TUXOHBKO TakK: «bacs, a bacal» naxy, TeTka NpackoBbst HarHynace. ..

— A Tbl HE TOBOpPM KTO. 3ayem Ham Npo BCe 3HaTb, — CMNOKOMHO nepebun ee lNeTp.

— Hy, TeTka ogHa gaeTt MHe y3ernok, a Tam xned 1 HEMHOXKO cana. £ Kak B3sna ero, Tak U cbena
BCe cpady. Tonbko xneba kopoyka octanacb. A MOTOM Kak CXBaTuWI XMBOT... Tak 60nbHO 6bIno,
4YTO NoOMepeThb xoTena. [pocuna n mamy 1 6ora — cMepTH Npocuna.

Pbibak nog cTeHkon 396K0 NOeXMnca — Tak 3TO NPO3BYyYano no-XnTemckn saHakomo, 6yaTo nepenq
HUM ncnoBegoBanachb kakasa-HMbyab CTapyllka, a He TpUHaguaTuneTHas gesodka. U cpasy xe
3TOT ee pacckas Bbl3Basn B HEM BOCMOMWHaHNE 06 0gHON OeBAHOCTONETHeN 6abke 13 Kakon-To
NeCcHOW AepeBYLLKN MO Ty CTOPOHY xenesHon goporn. OHM Torga BbIWN U3 fiecy CnpoCcuUTb Npo
HemUeB, YaCoK OTAOXHYTb B Tensne, Hy U NepekycuTb, KoHeYHO. B n3be, 4yto ctosna Ha oTwube,
HWKOro He oKasasnochb, NMMLWb ogHa 3abbiTas 6orom rnyxas 6abka cngena Ha neyu, CBECKB Ha
nonok 6ocble Horu. Noka oHu kypunu, 6abka yctano cetoBana Ha rocnoga 6ora, KOTopbi He JaeT
el CMepTU 1 TaK MyYUTENbHO PaCTAHYN €€ HUKYEMHYIO CTapyLUeybto XM3Hb. OkasaBLuncb O4Ha u
6e3 poaCTBEHHUKOB, OHA eLLe NOoCcMe TOW BOWHbI MPXKNNach BO3e Masio3HaKkoMbIX, YYXXUX N0LEN,
KOTOpbIM Hago ObINo pacTuTb AeTen, LOCMOTPETh BO3ne xaTbl. BuaHo, xo3daeBa paccumTtbiBanm,
4YTO NET NATb CTapyLLUKa eLle NPoAepPXUTCHA, TeM BpEMEHeM NoapacTyT AeTu, a Tam, rmsaau,
npuaeT CPoK — 1 Ha knagoduwe. Ho Cpok 3TOT He npuLen HX Yepes NATb, HU Yepes NAaTHaguaTb
neT, 3agepxanach CTapyLUKa Yy Y4yXux niogen. 3a aTo Bpema nosbipactanu manble, nornb Ha
OMHCKOWM BOMHE X035IMH, X0341Ka caMa eBa CBoAMNa KOHLbI C KOHLAMN — 4TO en 6bino go
HEMOLLIHOW Yy>Xon cTapyxmn? A cmepTb BCe He wna... MNMpowasack Torga, Poibak B WyTKy noxenan



el Kak MOXXHO CKopee OKOH4YMTb cBoe npebbiBaHNE Ha 3TOM CBETE, U OHa UCKPeHHe Bnarogapuna
ero, Monsice Bce 06 ogHoM. A Tenepb BOT ONATb TO e camoe. Ho Beab 3TO pebeHoK.

UTto penaetcs Ha ceeTe!

— A nocrnie MHe nydvwwe crano. OgHaxabl oMeHb Hanyranacb yTpoMm. TonbKo 3agpemarna, caanoch,
Kakomn-TO 3Bepb KpageTca no 6epery noa KycTtom. A 370 KOT. OrpOMHbI TakoW Cepbl KOTULLE U3
MecTeuyka, HaBepHO, OCTancs OauH, Hy n nwet cebe npokopmy. Peiby nosut. 3HaeTte, Ha Bepery
Tak 3ampeT, yCTaBuTCsa B BOAY, a NOTOM Kak npbirHeT! Bbineset BeCb MOKpbIN, a B 3y6ax pblibka.
Bot, aymato, ecnun 66l MHe Tak HanoB4uMTbCs! XoTena s oTHATb pblGuHY, Aa He ycnena: yapan Kot
n nog Apyrum KyCToM Cben BCH, M XBOCTUKA He oCTanocb. HoO NOTOM Mbl C HAM NOAPYKUITUCH.
MpuaeT korga aHem, 3abepeTca B KyCT, NSHKET PAAbILLKOM U MypribideT. A rnaxy ero un
HEMHOXEYKO Cnto. A OH YyTKWI Takor. Kak Tonbko KTo-nnbo nobnm3octn o6baBUTCS, OH Cpasy
HaTOMbLIPUTCSA, U A yXKe 3Hat0: Haao 60ATbCA. A KOrga OYeHb ronoa AOHSAM, Bbibpanacbk HOYbIO Ha
oropog no6numsoctun. ¥ Kpmeoro 3anmaHa orypupl eLe octanmcb, CEMEHHbIE KOTOPble, MOPKOBKA.
Ho KOT e He eCcT MOPKOBKW. Tak MHe ero »arb CTaHeT...

— lNycTb Gbl MblLEN NOBUI, — OTO3Banack U3 TeMHOTbl [lemunxa. — Y Hac, B [Nogaybbe, y ogHux
Gbina KollKa, Tak 3anhyaTt Tackana gomon. Ei-6ory, He nry. A kak-To NpuBOnokna 3anua
orpomMaHoro, Ja Ha Yyepak He BCTaliuna — BUOHO, He ocununa. YTpeykom Bbien 3Mutep,
rmagb: 3asL, o4 yrrioMm NEXuT.

— A, TaK TO, HaBepHo, y Hee KoTaTa Obinn, — goragancs lNeTp.

— Hy, koTaTku.

— Tak 310 noHATHO. TyT Yy AN KOTAT cTapanack. Kak matb Bce paBHo... Hy, a NOTOM Kak Xe Tbl?
— Hy Tak n cugena, — TUXOHbKO M AoBepymBO WwenTana baca. — TeTtka... Hy Ta, koTopas... ewe
HecKonbko pa3 xneba gasana. A NOTOM O4YeHb XONOAHO CTano, 4OXAb NOLUEN, Havyana nucTea
ocbinatbcs. OgHaxabl MeHs1 KTO-TO YTPeYkoM yBuaen, Asabka Kakom-to. Huyero He ckasan,
npowen Mumo. A s Tak Hanyranacb, Y4yTb 0 HOYM goApoxarna. Bevepowm, kak ooxab nockinan,
Bbineana, 6poavna, 6poanna no 3ayronbto, a nog yTpo 3abpanack B YEN-TO OBUH. Tam
nepecugena Tpu gHa. Tam xopoLwo 6bino, cyxo, Aa 0bbick Havancs. Mickanm kakyto-To poxb U
MeHS eaBa He Hawnu. Tak s nepeLuna B capan — CBUHbM Tam Obinun. Hy 1 9 Bo3ne Hux.
3aTUCHYCb HOYbIO MEXAY CBUHBbEW M MOACBMHKOM M cnnto. CBUHbSA crnokonHas Obina, a kabaH,
Xonepa Ha Hero, Kycarncs...

— A, rocnogun! Bot Hamyuanacb, 6egHasa! — B3goxHyna Jemunxa.

— HeTt. Tam Tenno 6bino.

— A Kak xe c egon? Uinn Hocun KTo?

— Tak 4 e He nokasblBanacb HMKOMY. A ena... Hy Tam B KopbiTe Bbibupana 4To-To...

— On, po vero nogen gosenu, 6oxe, 6oxel.. A xo3seBa 4To, Tak U HE 3aMeTUnNn?

— 3ameTunnu, KoHe4YHo. 3acnana ogHaxabl — Yyxe cHer 6bin. Beickounna, 4Tob nepebexatb
yepes ynuuy — Tam gom 6bin NycTon, Hy S 1 NpsaTanack. Tonbko ynuuy nepebexana,
OornsiHynacb, a Aagbka CTOUT B ABEPSX, CMOTPUT. A 3a KNneH, nputaunack. TONCTbIN Takon KneH
Tam...

— On, HaBepHO, YTO NPOTUB anTekn? — goraganack lemymxa. — Tak Tam xxe UrHans CynpoH
xun...



— A 1ebe uTo? — HenackoBo nepebun ee MeTp. — KT0 HK 1N, He Bce N paBHO? 3ayem
crnpawmBaTh.

Hemunxa, noxoxe, obugenacs.

— [1a a Tak. Ecnn u ckasana, Tak 4To?

— A Huyero! A 4To NOTOM... H K yemy Tenepb n TanTbCst — BCE paBHO... CBeT He 6e3 fobpbix
nogen: bacto Ko MHe nepenpasunu, B AepeBHi0. Paccyaunu BepHO — y CTapoCTbl UCKaTb He
OyayT. Yepes Ty pacnpoknaTyo oBevky oba nonanucb: MeHs ¢ nedku ctaHynu, bacio us-nog nona
BbIBOSOKIN. ..

Pbibak coBcem He yamBuncs n aTomy, nogyman TofbKo: Nnoxo npatan, 3Haunt. CnpaTan 6ol
XOpOLO — He Hawnu 6bl. [la n BoobLue, 3a4em TyT pacckasbliBaTb 060 BceM 3ToM? KoMy He
N3BECTHO, YTO MHOr4a U CTeHbl UMeT ywmn? Bnpodem, 4yepT ¢ HUmu! YTo oHK, Bce emy? K Tomy
Xe, HaBepHO, BCEM UM Yy>Ke NO34HO YTO-TO CKpbIBaTb, Yero-1o octeperatbca. Ecnn Ctack ckasan
npaegy, Tak 3aBTpa UX BCEX OXUAaeT CMepThb.

B kamepe HacTana rHeTtywas, cTopoxkasa TULIMHA, KOTOPYH noroasa Hapywwuna bacs.

— lMNop nonom MHe BbINo xopowo: TeTka ApMHa MHE CEHHUYEK Nonoxuna. A cnelwana, Kak Te
Aaaun 3axogunu. A osam ywnu, S ToNbKo YCHyna n cpasy Cribiily

— pyratotc4. Monuyan!.. On-on!

WcnyranHbii kpuk Bacu 3actasun nogxesatntbcs ¢ mecta lleTpa, n Poibak NoHAN: KpbIChbI.
O6Harnenu nnun naronoganucb Tak, 4To nepectanu 6oateca n nogen. CTapuk canorom
HECKONbKO pa3 TonHyN B yrny. bacsa, BckounB, CTosina Ha cepeanHe kaMmepbl, 3akpbiBas coboM
cBeTnbI KBagpaTt okHa. OHa Bcs Tpsicnack OT ucnyra.

— OHu xe kycatoTcs. OHM Ke HOXKM MoW 0BrpbI3nn. A e nx ctpax kak 6otock. [aaeHbkal..

— Huyero, He 6orica. Kpbicbl 4TO? KpbICbl HE CTpaLuHbl. YKYCAT, Hy 1 4to? Takon 6eapl! an BoH
B MoMu yron, caguck. U g TyT... A nx, yepten!..

OH notonan ewe, noBopoLwunn B yriy u cen. bacsa nputkHynacbk Ha ero HaCMXXeHHOM Ha conome
mecTe. CoTHMKOB BpoAe cnasn. HanpoTue To B3gbixana, To cMopkanach [emumxa.

— Tak yT0 X... UTO Tenepb caenaewb? — cnpawwmsan B TemHoTe [leTp n cam cebe otBevan: —
Hwuuero yxe He caoenaewb. Tepnu. Hegonro octanocs.

Crtano Tuxo. Pbibak cBoboaHee BbITAHYN HOMM, XoTen 6b1N0 B3APEMHYTb, HO COH 6onbLUe He Lwen.
Mepea HUM Gbin 06pbIB.

OH 0TYETNNBO NOHAN 3TO, 0COBEHHO Cenvac, HOYbO, B MUHYTY TULLMHBI, U AyMar, YTO HAYEro YXe
ncnpaeBuTb HENb3s. Bcerga u Bclogy OH YXUTPANCA HANTWU Kakon-HMByab BbIXOA, HO HE Tenepb.
Tenepb BbIxoaa He 6bIno. icnoaBonb ero Havan ogoneBaTtb CTpax, kak B TOM NaMsAiTHOM C
AeTcTBa cnyyae, Korga oH crac ges4yaTt U KoHA. Ho Torga ctpax npuviwwen nos3xe, a B MUHYTY
onacHocTtu Konsa Peibak gerictBoBan 60nbLle NHCTUHKTUBHO, €3 pasmbILUNEHUI, 1 3TO,
BO3MOXHO, BCe U pewunno. Bnpoyem, 310 cryu4nnock A4aBHO, eLle 40 KOSIX030B, B MOpy ero
AEPEBEHCKOro AeTcTBa — 4T0 ObINO BCnoMuMHaTb 0 TOM? Ho noyemy-To BOT BCMOMUHANOCB,
BOMpPEKMN XernaHuo, — BUAUMO, TOT AaBHUN CyYan UMeN Kakylo-TO eLle HeNnpPOSICHEHHYIO CBSA3b C
€ro HblHELLUHUM MOSIOXKEHNEM.

XKunu oHn B gepeBHe, He XyXe 1 He Nnyylle apyrux, cyutTanuicb cepegHakamu. Y otua 6bin
nagHbi 6ynaHblii KOHWK, MONOAON N CTapaTenbHbIN, NpaBAa HEMHOIO ropsymnii, Ho Konsa ¢ Hum
nagun Hennoxo. B aepesHe pebsita paHO NpMHMMAOTCA 3a KPECTbAHCKUIA TPy, B CBOW HEMOMHbIE



ABeHaguatb net Kons yxxe npoboBan NOHEMHOrY M KOCUTb, U NaxaTtb, U 6OPOHOBATb.

B TOT 4eHb BO3unu ¢ Nons CHonMbl.

OTO cuMTanochb COBCEM YXe Manbuumwevbum genom. [lopora 6bina 3HaKOMOW, U3YHEHHOW UM A0
MenbYanwmnx nogpobHocTen. MoyTn ¢ 3aKpbITbIMK rasaMmv OH NOMHWUI, A€ Haao B3ATb YyTb-4yTb
CTOPOHOW, rae AepXXaTtb No KonesiM, Kak ny4dwe obbexatb rnybokyto, C BOAOW, PbITBUHY B NOTY.
CambIM onacHbIM MecToM Ha aTon gopore 6bina Kynyosa ropa — KOCoOrop, NnoOBOPOT U Y3KUI
OBpaXkek nog BbICOKMM 06pbiBOM. Tam Hago 6bino cmoTpeTb B 06a. Ho Bce obxoaunocb
6narononyyHo. OTel, nogobpan nocneaHne KpecTLbl B KOHLE HUBbI U, BUOHO, HAarpy3un Tenery ¢
n3bbITKOM — efjBa XBaTUNO BEPEBKN, YTOOLI yBA3aThb BO3. K HEMy HaBepx B3obpanuch elle
ceMuneTHss cecTpeHka MaHsa n coceackast geouka Jloba.

Bcto gopory, nepeBanuBascb U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, OH TUXO eXal Ha BbICOKOM BO3Y, KaK Bcerga
yBepeHHo ynpasnss koHeM. MnuHosanu KynuoBy ropy, gopora nowwna B nor. M Torga 4to-1o
CNy4UIioch C yNpsikblo, KOHb HE caepXar, Tenera BbICOKO 3ajpariach f1eBOM CTOPOHOM 1 cTana
KNoHUTbCSA Hanpaeo. Konst 6pocun B3rnsa BHU3 U CKaTUCA C BO3a.

£CHO NOHSAB, YTO JOMKHO NPOU3ONTU 3aTEM, OH B KAKOM-TO 6e34yMHOM nopbiBe Gpocuncsa nog
KpEHSALWMNNCA TSXXENbIA BO3, NOACTaBNASA NOA €ro Kpaw cBoe elle criaboe ManbynLeckoe nneyo.
TaxecTb 6blna HEMMOBEPHOW, B APYron pa3 OH, HaBEPHOE, HW 3a YTO Obl HE Bblaepkar, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT BbICTOAS. [leBOYKM CKaTUNMNCh Ha 3EMJII0, ero 3aBanuso CHOMamu, HO fowwazb BCe Xe Kak-
TO cnpasBunack C BO30M U OTBEpPHYNa nepefoK B CTOPOHY OT YrpoXatoLen KpyTU3HbI oBpara.
[MoTom ero xBanunu B AepeBHe, Aa OH 1 cam Obin 4OBONEH CBOUM NOCTYNKOM — BCE-Taku cnac ot
Genbl cebsi, KOHA 1 AEBYOHOK — M Havan gymatb TOrga, YTo MHave noctynuTb He mor. U elle
Konsa nosepwun, 4To oH YyenoBek cmenbiin. CambiM BaXkHbIM BbIN0, KOHEYHO, HE PAcTEPATLCA N He
CTPYCUTb.

1 BOT Tenepb nepea HUM ONATb TOT CaMbli OOPbLIB.

TornbKo 30ecCb He pacTepAaTbCA Marsno, U HUKakas CMenNocTb 34eCb HEe NMOMOXET, 30eCb HY>KHO YTO-
TO Apyroe, 4ero emy 9BHO HegocTaBano. TyT OH CBA3aH NO pykam W Horam u, BUOHO, HAYEro yxe
caenaTtb He CMOXET.

Ho Heyxenwn TOT cnegosartenb Bpan, Koraa 4to-1o obellan emy, gaxe kak 6yaro yrosapmsan?
HasepHo, HanpacHo Peibak Torga He cornacuncsa cpasy — 3aBTpa kak 6bl He 6bino No3gHo.
Bnpouem, oHO 1 noHATHO. CniegoBaTenb TyT, HABEPHO, HE CaMblil BOMbLLOK HaYanbHWK, eCTb
Ha4anbCTBO MNOBbLILLIE, OHO NpuKasano, 1 Bce. A Tenepb NoNpaBuTb YTo-NnbO, NepenHaunTb,
HaBepHO, yXXe No3JHo.

HeT, Ha rnbGenb OH He MOT COrnacuTbCs, HM 3a YTO OH HE NPUMET B MOKOPHOCTM CMEPTb — OH
pasHeceT B LLEernKM BC X NONuunio, ronbiMn pykamu 3agywmt NoptHoBa u Toro Ctacs. [ycTb
TOMbKO NOACTYMAT K HEMY...
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lMocne KOpOTKOro pasroBopa Co CTapOCTON, KOTOPLIN TEM HE MEHee COBEepLLUEHHO obeccunun ero,
COTHMKOB HEHAAOMIO 3acHy”. [POCHYBLUNCH, OH HEOXMAAHHO NOYyBCTBOBaN ceba MOKpbIM OT
noTa; CTONIbKO BPEMEHW NanMBLUNIA €r0 Xap CMEHUNICA NOTAMBON Npoxnagoun, 1 COTHUKOB 396K0
NnoexXnncsa nog ceoen Bonrnown wuHenbto. Ho ronoee ctano Bpoge Obl nerye, ropayas ogypb,
TYMaHMBLUAA ero Co3HaHue, ncyesna, obuiee camodyBcTBME ynyywmnnocs. Ecnm Obl He
nckaneveHHble, pacnyxwme KUCTU pyK n He HabpsKwasa 3actapeBLlen 60nbto Hora, TO OH,
BO3MOXHO, nocumTtan 6bl cebs 340poBbIM.

B noagBane 6bino TEMHO M TUXO, HO HUKTO, HABEPHO, HE Cnas, 9TO OLLYLAanock No 4acTbiMm,
HaNpsPKEHHbIM B340XaM, CKyMnbIM ABWKEHUSIM, MPUTUXLLE-HACTOPOXEHHOMY AblXxaHuto noaen. A
Toraa COTHUKOB BOPYT MOHSAS, YTO UCTEKAET MUX NOCNEAHAS HOYb Ha cBeTe. YTpo yxe GyaeT
npuHagnexaTb HE UM.

YUT0 X, Hago 6bIno cobpatb B cebe nocnegHme cunbl, YTo6bl C OCTOMHCTBOM BCTPETUTb CMEPTD.
PasymeeTcs, MHOro OH U He Xaan OT 3TUX BbIPOAKOB: OCTABUTb €ro XXUBbIM OHW HE MOrN —
MOFfM pa3sBe YTO 3aMy4nTb B TOM ObSIBONIbCKOM 3aKyTke Byaunbl. A Tak, BO3MOXHO, U HEMNOXO;
nyns MrHOBEHHO 1 6e3 Myk 060pBET XXM3Hb — HE CaMbI XYALUNI U3 BO3MOXHbIX, BO BCSKOM
cny4vae, 0BOblYHbIV CONOATCKUIA KOHEL, Ha BOMHE.

A oH, aypak, Bce 6osnca nornbHyTb B 6010. Tenepb Takas rmbenb ¢ OpyXMem B pykax Kazanacb
eMy HeOCTUXXMMOW POCKOLLIbIO, M OH MOYTU 3aBMAOBaN ThiCA4YaM TEX CHaCT/IMBLEB, KOTOpbIE
HaLUN CBOM YECTHbIN KOHEL, Ha PPOHTE BESTMKOW BOWHBbI.

[MpaBaa, B 3T HECKONBKO NapTU3aHCKUX MeCSLEB OH BCE-Taku YTO-TO caenar, UCNOSHAS CBOU
AONT rpaxgaHuHa n 6onya. MNMycTb He Tak, Kak XoTen, — Kak NO3BONunM o6CToATENbLCTBA:
HEeCKOIbKO BparoB BCE Xe HaLLo CMepPTb U OT €ro pyKu.

W BOT HacTynun KoHew,

Bce caenanocb 4YeTkum 1 KaTeropnyHbIM. M 9TO 4ano BO3MOXHOCTb CTPOro onpeaenuTb BoiGop.
Ecnun yto-nnbo ewye 1 3a6OTUNO ero B XM3HW, Tak 3TO nocneaHne 0653aHHOCTM NO OTHOLLEHUIO K
noasm, Boneto cyabbbl nnu cnyyas okasaswmmcsa Tenepb psagomM. OH NOHAN, YTO He BnpaBe
nornbHyTb Npexae, YeM onpeaenuT CBOM C HAMW OTHOLLEHUS, 6O 3TN OTHOLLEHUS, BUOHO, CTaHyT
nocnegHUM NposiBNIEHNEM €ro «a» nepen TeM, Kak OHO HaBceraa UCYeE3HeET.

Ha nepBbili B3rnag 970 kKa3anocb CTPaHHbIM, HO, MPUMUPUBLUNCH C COOCTBEHHOW CMEPTHIO.
COTHMKOB Ha HECKOMbKO KOPOTKMX YacoB Npuobpen Kakyt-To 0cobyto, NoYTn abContoTHYO
HEe3aBMCUMOCTb OT CUJIbl CBOMX BparoB. Tenepb OH MOr NOSIHON MepoK No3BONUTL cebe Takoe,
4YTO B ApYroe BpeMs 3aTpyaHAnocb obctoaTenscTsamum, 3a60Ton 0 COXpaHeHun CO6CTBEHHOM
XWN3HW, — Tenepb OH YyBCTBOBan B cebe HOBYKO BO3MOXHOCTb, HE MOABMNACTHYIO YXKe HM Bparam,
HW1 ob6cToATENBCTBAM N HUKOMY B Mupe. OH H14Yero He 6osancs, 1 3TO AaBano eMy onpeaeneHHoe
npenmyLLecTBO Nepea apyrMMmn, paBHoO Kak u nepeg cobon npexHum Toxe. COTHMKOB NErko u
NPOCTO, KaK YTO-TO 3rieMeHTapHOE 1 COBEPLLUEHHO NOrMYEeCKOe B €ro NnonoXeHun, NpUHAN
nocnegHee Tenepb pelleHne: B3ATb Bce Ha cebsi. 3aBTpa OH CKaXKeT crneaoBaTento, YTo Xoaun B
pasBefky, UMern 3agaHue, B nepecTtpernke paHun nonuvuasi, YTo oH — koMmaHaup KpacHon Apmum n
NPOTUBHUK (palum3ma, NyCTb paccTpenstoT ero. OcTanbHble 34eCb HU NPU YEM.

Mo cyuwlecTBy, OH XepTBOBan cobon paan cnaceHus opyrux, HO He MeHee, YemM Apyrum, 3To
noxepteoBaHue 6bino Heobxoaumo 1 emy camomy. COTHMKOB HE MOT COrMacuTbCs C MbICIbIO, YTO



ero cMepTb ABUTCS HEMNernomn Crny4yanHoCTbO MO BOME 3TUX MbSAHbIX NPUCAYXHUKOB. Kak 1 kaxxaas
cMmepTb B 6opbbe, OHa A0MmKHa YTO-TO yTBepX4aTb, YTO-TO OTPULATL Y NO BO3MOXHOCTH
3aBepLnTb TO, YTO HE yCrnerna OCyLeCTBUTb XU3Hb. MIHave 3avyem Torga *usHb? CrmLkom
Henerko AaeTcs oHa YernoBeky, YTOObl 6€33a60THO OTHOCUTBLCH K €€ KOHLLY.

Bbino xonogHosaTo, BpemMs OT BpeMeHU OH B3gparusan 1 rnybxe 3anesan nog wuHenb. Kak
BCeraa, NpUHSAToe peLleHve NpuHecno obneryeHve, camoe U3HypuUTenbLHOe Ha BOMHE —
HeonpegeneHHoCTb 6onblue He gocaxaana emy. OH yxe 3Harn, Koraa NponsonaeT ero nocneaHsas
6uTBa C Bparamu, v 3Harn, Ha Kakue ctaHeT no3uummn. C HUX oH He oTcTynuT. U xoTa aT1oT
NOeAMHOK He Ccynun eMy nerkoin nobenbl, OH Bbin CNokoeH. Y 6061KOB opyxue, cuna, HO N 'y Hero
TOXe eCTb Ha YeM NoCTosATb B KoHLUe. OH nx He 6osancs.

HeMHoro npurpeBLUXCh MO, LUMHENbIO, OH CHOBa HE3aMETHO YCHYI.

MpucHWUNCA emy CTpaHHbLIW, NMyTaHbIA COH.

Bbino gaxe yauBmMTenbHO, YTO MIMEHHO TakoW COH MOT NPUCHUTLCS B €ro NocnegHon Hovb. OH
yBUAEen 4YTo-TO M3 AeTCTBa U cpeau NpoYero He3Ha4YMTENbHOMO N MaronOHATHOMO KaKyt-TO
Heneny CLeHy ¢ OTUOBCKUM May3epoM. byaTto COTHMKOB Havyan BbiHMMATb ero U3 Kobypebl,
HEOCTOPOXHO MOBEPHYN B CTOPOHY U CrioMan CTBOS, KOTOPbIM, Kak OKa3anoch, Obin He CTanbHOW,
a OnoBSIHHLIN, Kak B nyrade. COTHMKOBA OXBATWI UCNYT, XOTA B TO BPeMS OH Obln y>ke COBCEM He
ManbYULLIKOW, @ NOYTU YTO HbIHELUHUM UMK, BO3MOXHO, KYPCAHTOM — AEUCTBME NOYeMy-TO
NMPOMCXOANNO B py>XeHOM napke B yunnuuwe. OH CTOsN BO3ne NupaMmuibl C OPY>XMeM U He 3Han,
Kak 6bITb: C MUHYTbI HA MUHYTY 34€eCb A0MKeH 6bin nosABMTLCS oTew. COTHMKOB Bpocuncs K
nMpamuae, HO TaM He OKa3anocCb HM OOHOrO HE3aHATOro MecTa, BO BCEX FHe3fax CTosnu
BMHTOBKW. Torga oH Apoxallnummn pykaMmu pBaHys XeCTsHYH0 ABepLy NeYKM U CyHyn NUCToneT B
YepHYHo, C OKypKamMu Ablpy TOMKMU.

B cnepytowee MrHoBeHme Tam 3aCBETUINCSH OFOHb — pacKaneHHbIe NbinakLmne yronbs, B KOTOPbIX
Kak 6y4TO NNaBUNOCh YTO-TO APKOE, M OH B COBEPLLEHHOW pacTepAHHOCTU CTOSAN HanpoTuB, He
3Has, YTo genatb. A pagom ctosn otel. Ho COTHMKOB-CTapLUMi gaxe He BCNOMHUI Mpo Maysep,
XOTS Yy CblHa ObINO Takoe owyLeHne, YTo OH 3Han 060 Bcem npoucllewemM 3a MUHYTY 4O 3TOro.
MoTom oTew, onycTuUncsa nepen TOMKON Ha KOPTOYKM U BPOAE COXarneroLle ckasan LwenenssbiM,
CTap4eCckuM ronocom: «bbin oroHb, 1 6Gbina BeiCLLasa cNpaBeanMBOCTb Ha CBETE...»

COTHMKOBY NOKa3arnocb, Y4TO 3TO U3 BUbNNN — TonCcTas ee KHura B YepHOM TUCHEHOM nepenneTte
KOrga-To nexara Ha MaTepUHCKOM KOMOAE, ManbyuLLKON OH MHOr4a NUcTan ee xenTole,
ncTovasLLMe 0cobeHHbIN, 0BBETLLANO-KHWXKHBIN 3anax cTpaHuubl. Tenepb emy Bb1no yanBUTENLHO
cnblwatb, Kak 6Gubnuio unTnpoBan otel, KOTopbli He Bepun B 6ora 1 OTKpbITO He Ntobun Nonos.
HeunsBecTHO, Kak 4ONro ropen TOT OroHb B neyke, co3HaHne COTHMKOBA ONATb MOrpy3nnocb BO
Mpak. HaBepHo, He CKOpO elLle OH cTan NpuxoanTb B cebsi, Ha4yaB pasnuyatb NOBAM30CTU Kakne-
TO HEBHATHbIE 3BYKW: CTYK, LLOPOX COMOMbI U TUXWUIA CTapyeckuii ronoc. Korga ke BepHynochb
oLwlyuieHne peanbHOCTU. COTHUKOB NOHSM, YTO 3TO rOHANM KpblC. OKOHYaTENbHO OYHYBLUNCH, OH
AOMro, My4MTenbHO OTKaLLNMBANCS, BCE pa3MbIWAs, YTO Obl MOr 3HA4YNTb 3TOT €ro CoH. U kak-To
NMOCTENEHHO M eCTECTBEHHO ero MbICMsiMM 3aBnagerno LeMsiee BOCNOMUHAHME O ero AaBHEM,
Aanekom OeTCTBe...

Maysep He cTpaHHas npu4vyga 3Toro CHa, OH AeWCTBUTENBHO XpaHuncs y ctaporo COTHUKOBA,
ObIBLLErO Kpackoma, a 40 TOro — KaBanepuinckoro nopy4dmka ¢ Apyms «leoprusammy» Ha LWMpOKon



rpyav — oduuepckoe poTo oTua OH He pa3 BUAEN B KPAacMBOW, 3aMbICIIOBATO pacrnncaHHoOm
naesnvHaMy MamMUHOW LWKaTynKe. VIHorga no npasgHvkam oTel, fJocTasar U3 Komoaa CBOM
MUCTONET, N TOrAa CbiHy GbINO NO3BOMEHO NpuAepXaTb ero 3a XenTy AepeBSHHY KOBypy,
4TOObI OTEL, MOT BbITSIHYTb U3 HEE May3ep — BblHYTb €r0 CamMoMy OTLY 6bIfo HENOBKO, €ro
ncKaneyeHHas Ha BOWHe pyka NOCTENEeHHO OTHMManach. OTO ObINN Camble CHACTNIUBbIE B XXWU3HN
ManbYULLKN MUHYTbI, HO MOTOM OH MO NULWb HabnaaTh, Kak oTew, NPOTUpPaeT OpyXune — HU pasy
emMy He 6bINO paspeLleHo gaxe nourpatb ¢ nuctoneTom. «C opyxuem u Harpagamu urpatb
BO3OpaHseTcs», — rosopmn COTHUKOB-CTaPLUWIA, 1 Manbyumk He ynpamuncs, He npocun. Cnoso
oTua B ceMbe Bblno 3aKOHOM, B BONbLLOM U B ManoM AoMa Lapun ero KynbT. Bnpoyem, 310
HWUKOMY He Ka3anocCb CTpaHHbIM: OTeL, ero nonb30Barics B ropogKe N3BECTHOCTLIO U Jaxe CrnaBou
reposi rpaXgaHCcKom BOVIHbI, KOTOPbIM MWLLb NO NPUYUHE CBOETO YBEYbS N Ype3MepHOU ropaocTtu,
Kak ogHaxabl 06bAcCHUNA MaTb, 3apabartbiBan Ha x1eb NOYNHKOM YacoB.

BopoHeHbil, B AepeBsiHHON KoBype may3ep Obin 3aTaeHHON MmedTor COTHUKOBa-MnagLwero, HO
HanpacHo 6bIN0 NPOCUTL €ro TaKkke Ny MmaTepu.

W Toraa manbuuniika pemncsa B3siTb NMUCTONET CaM.

Kak-To, NpOCHYBLUMCH YTPOM, OH ychbllwan rnyxyt TuwmHy B gome. OTew, HaBepHO, KyAa-To yLien
13 KaMOpKK1, OTKyZa Nno JOMY pasHocunach NpuBblYHAsh pasHOronocuLa YacoBbIX MEXaHU3MOB;
MaTb, OH YXXe 3Har, oTrpaBunacb paHo B LIePKOBb — Haj ropogoM Nibifl KOMOKOSbHbLIV Nepe3BoH
YyTPEHHeN Crnyxobil.

ToponnneBo HaTAHYB KOPOTEHbLKME, O KONEHEN, LWTaHULLIKWA, OCTaBUB Ha MOTOM YMbIBaHUE U
4YUCTKY 3y6OB, OH CKOPEHBKO MPOLLMBIFHYI B MaMWHY CnianbHi0. 3aBeTHbIM ALWMK KoMoaa Obin
NAOTHO 3aABUHYT, HO B 3aMOYHOI CKBaXKMHe 6ecrneyHo Topyan ManeHbKUin MeaHblr KIoYKK,
KOTOPbIV Marnb4uLiKa TyT e NOBepHyn Ha oauH 060pOT M BbIHYN CKOMb3KYH0, NMakMpOBaHHY!O,
HeoXuaaHHO Tsbxenyto kobypy. Ha ee aepessaHHOM 60Ky 6nectena 3Hakomasi nnacTuHka
Ha4MUCbIO, KOTOPYIO OH 3Han Ham3ycTtb: «KpacHomy komacky A.CoTHMKOBY OT PeBBOeHcOBeTa
KaBapmuny. MNepBoe e NpUKOCHOBEHWNE K ONpaBfeHHON OepeBOM PYKOSATKE B3OyOOpaxKuno
Marnb4uka. Pyku ero ysepeHHo ynpasunnch C 3allernkou, 1 BOT yXKe BECb May3ep Tyro, HO
NoAaTnMBO Bbilwen 13 Kobypbl, CAEPXaHHO N TAUHCTBEHHO 3aCUSiB CBOMMU BOPOHEHBIMU YacTAMM.
Huvkorga npexxae He ncnblTaHHOE TPEBOXXHO-BOJSTHYIOLLIEE YYBCTBO OXBATUIO MalibYULLKY, MUHYTY
OH u3dyyan nucToneT — MOABUHYN MpULEr, NonbiTanca OTBECTU 3aTBOP, 3arnsaHyn B cTeon. Ho
caMbIM B60onNbLINM HacnaxgeHueM, KOHeYHO, BbINo NpuuennTbes. TONbKO He yCnen OH Kak crnegyeT
06XBaTUTb PYKOATKY M NanbLeM HallynaTb CMyCK, Kak COBEPLUEHHO HEOXNOAHHO U HEMOHATHO U3-
noj ero pyk Kyaa-To rnof CTon OrfnyLmnTensHO rPOXHYIO BbICTPENOM.

MuWHYTY OH CTOSAAN NOMEPTBEBLUNI, crywas 60Me3HEeHHO-0CTPbIN 3BOH B yxe. OTCKOYMB OT CTEHbI,
Mo nony Katunacb rune3a, noj CTosioM, NOSBMBLUNCL HEU3BECTHO OTKyAa, Bananach Toncras,
NCTOYEHHAs! XXYYKOM LLEenka ¢ TEMHbIM U KOCbIM CrieZioM Mynu.

MNMoHAB HaKOHeL, YTO CIy4YnNoChb, OH CYHYn NUCToNeT B KOBYpy, 3anep Bce B KOMOA 1 He Mor cebe
HaWTK MecTa, Noka He BepHyrnacb MaTb. Ta cpasy nodyBcTBOBana Hegobpoe, KMHynach K CbiHy C
paccnpocamu, 1 OH pacckasan Bce kak 6bino. Pasymeetcs, cnpaButbcs ¢ Takon 6eaon He morna
“ MaTb, KOTOPas OYeHb UCMNyranachk 3a Hero, Jaxe 3annakana, Yero HuKorga npexae ¢ Her He
crny4vanocs, U ckasarna, YTo OH JOJKEH BO BCEM MPU3HATLCS OTLY.



PewwunTtbca Ha aTO NnpusHaHme 6bino He npocTo. MNoka Habupanca pewnMocT, MUHYI Yac Unu
GonbLue, 1 HAKOHEL, CaM He CBOW OH OTKPbIN ABEPb OTLOBCKON KaMOPKMW.

Ortey pabotan. Kak Bcerga, HU3KO CKNOHMBLUNCH Ha NOAOKOHHMKOM, COCPEAOTOYEHHO
KOBbIPASICA B YacOBOM MexaHu3me. [paBas ero pyka B YepHoW nepyatke 6eccunbHO nokomnach
Ha KONeHsX, a neeas NOBKO Konynana, BUHTUNa, pasbvpana u cknagbiBana pasHble ManeHbkue
BnecTawme WTy4KM, U3 KOTOPbIX COCTOANN Yackl. Ha cTteHax He B nag Apyr Apyry pasmaxveanu
MasTHUKaMW, 3BSKanu n TMKanu ABa AecAaTka AelleBblX, padManeBaHHbIX No undepbnarty
XOOMKOB, HECKONbKO OYAUNBHMKOB, Yron 3aHMMarn rpoMO3aKuUIA, NPUHECEHHbIN HaKaHyHe 13
pankoma aepeBsiHHbIN pyTnap ¢ TkensiMmn rupammn. OTey, He 06epHyncs Ha NOSBNEHME CbiHa,
HO, Kak Bcerga 6e30wnbo4HO y3HaB ero, CoBepLUEHHO HEKCTaTU Tenepb cnpocun 6oapbiv
royI0COM:

— Hy kak gena, monogou yenosek? Ogonen mapuHucTa?

Manb4mk npornoTuIl HEOXNOAHHO NOACKOYMUBLLMI K FOPIly KOMOK — HakaHyHe OH NPUHANCSH
yutaTb CTaHoKkoBMYa. 3 Apyrux KHUXKEK, NexaBLumx B OrpPOMHOM Oel0OBCKOM CyHAYKe, YXXe mMaro
4YTO OCTaNOCb UM HEMNPOYUTAHHOIO, pa3Be YTO cobpaHMe COYMHEeHUN MNCeMCKOro n HeCKONbKO
pa3po3HeHHbIX TOMOB CTaHIOKOBUYA, OANH U3 KOTOPbLIX TPETbero AHA 1 Bblbpan emy oTey,. Ho
Tenepb ObINO HE 4O KHWT, 1 OH cKasan:

— Mana, a 6pan TBOK May3ep.

OTeL Kak-TO CTPAHHO MOTHYI rOfIOBOM, OTAIOXWUI MUHLET, NPUBBIYHLIM ABVKEHUEM PYKU CHSMN OYKU
N CTPOro NOCMOTpPEs Ha CblHa.

— K710 paspewmn?

— HukTo. N 370... OH BbICTpENnun, — ynasLIUM rofIoCOM NMPOU3HEC CbIH.

Huyero He roBopst 6onbLue, oTewl BCTan v Bbllwen u3 KomHaTbl. OH e ocTancs CTosTb y ABEpU C
Takum 4yBCTBOM, BYATO €ro cenvac JOIMKHbI MOMOXUTb NOA, HOX MMIbOTUHBI. HO OH 3Han, 4to
BMHOBAT, U rOTOB BbIN NPUHATL camyto HecnowagHyto Kapy.

Bckope oTeL BepHyrcs.

— Thbl, WeHok! — ckasan oH ¢ nopora. — Kakoe Tbl umen npaeo 6e3 paspeLueHns
nputparmBaTbCsa K 60eBoMy opyxunto? Kak Tbl MOCMeN No-BOPOBCKM Ne3Tb B KOMOA?

Otel oonro 1 HewagHO OTYMTbIBAST €ro — U 3a HEOCTOPOXXHOCTb, U 3a BbICTPEn, KOTOPbIA MOT
NPUYMHUTBL HecHacTbe, 1 BonbLUe BCEro 3a TarHoe ero CBOEBOSMe.

— EAQnHCTBEHHOE, YTO CMArYaeT TBOK BUHY, Tak 3TO TBOE Npu3HaHune. Tonbko 3To Tebs cnacaer.
MoHan?

— [a.

— Ecnu cam, koHeyHo, Hagyman. Cam?

YyBCTBYSl, YTO OKOHYATENBHO rTMBOHET, MarnbyunK KUBHYI, U OTEeL, YCNOKOEHHO, MPOTSPKHO B340XHYI.
— Hy 1 3a 10 cnacubo.

OT0 6bINO yXKe CMMLIKOM — FI0XKblo NOKynaTh OTLOBCKOE cnacmbo, B rnasax y Hero noTeMHeno,
KpOBb npununa K nuuy, n OH CTOSM, He B CUnax CABUHYTLCSA C MecTa.

— Wawn vrpan, — ckasan torga oTteu,

Tak, B 06Lem, nerko oboLnocb emy To oCnylwaHme — HakadaHue peMHEM ero MMHOBaro, HO ero
ManoAyLWHbIN KNBOK BONE3HEHHOW LlapannHon ocTanca cagHuTb B ero gyle. 9710 6bin ypok Ha
BCHO KM3Hb. M OH HK pa3sy Gonblue He conran Hu OTLy, HX KOMY ApYroMy, 3a BCe aepKarn OTBeT,



rnags nogam B rnasa. BuagHo, n matb He ckasana oTuy, Mo Ybeur MHMumnaTnee npounsoLuno To
o6bAcHeHme. Tak, CO CHaCTNMBOW YBEPEHHOCTbIO B 4OOPONOPAA0YHOCTU ChiHA U OKOHYUIT CBOM
NyTb Ha 3emMre 3TOT KaBanepumnckum, KoMaHaup, UHBanua rpaXkaaHcKon BOWHbI U YaCcOBOM
MacTep, TBepaO HaeAChb, YTO CbiHY JOCTAHETCA NyYllas A4ons.

W BoT gocTtanace...
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B opemMoTHONM yTpeHHen TULLIMHE HaBepXxy 3acTy4anu wwaru, riyxosaro AOHECNUCH ronoca,
3arpoxanv asepu. 3gecb, B noaearne, 0CO6eHHO CrbilwHbl 6binv 3TN ABEPU, BpEMEHAMM OT UX
rPOMKOrO CTyKa [axe cbinanock ¢ notonka. Pbibak He cnan — nogorHyB HOMM, Monya nexan Ha
Goky nop cteHou 1 cnywan. Tenepb BCe €ro BHUMaHUe cocpeaoToumnock B criyxe. OKOLWKO
BBEpPXY MOHEMHOryY CBETIENo, Ha ABOpe, HAaBEPHO, YXXe paccBesio, U B KaMepe Takke CTaHOBUIOCh
BuAaHee. 13 HOYHbIX CyMepek MeaneHHo BbICTynanu TyCKrble, M3MsATble, Kak Obl n3KeBaHHbIE,
dourypbl apectaHToB — npucmupesLlen [lemyunxm HanpoTuB; B Yriy HENOABWXKHOIO, C YrPOMbIM
Bngom letpa; bacu, npaBaa, ewle He ObINo BUAHO B TEMHOTE NoA OKHOM. COTHUKOB, Kak 1
npexae, nexan Ha cnuHe psaaom 1 WymMHo gblwan. Ecnuv 6bl He 3To ero gbixaHne, MOXHO ObIno
Obl NogymaTb, YTO OH HEXMBOW. HacTynan Tpy4HbI, HABEPHO NOCNEAHWI, UX AEHb, OHU BCE
npeavyBCTBOBANM 3TO M MONYanu, Kaxabli B OTAENbHOCTU NepexnBas cBoto beny.

Canorun HaBepxy 3aTonanu yaule, HernpecTaHHO rpoxana asepb. W Bopyr B nogsan Bopsasncs
pasroBop co ABopa. Peibak nogHAN ronosy, crnerka NpuCcrioHUncs 3aTbINIKOM K cTeHe. Cros
HEBO3MOXHO 6bIno pasobpaTb, HO 6bIN0 04EBUAHO, YTO TaM cobupanucb, BUANMO CTpounmck. Ho
noYeMy HUKTO eLye He cnycTuncsa B noasan? byaTo 3abbinu 0 HUX.

KT0-TO npoLuen Bo3ne camown CTeHbl, Nochnbiwanca 6rmM3kuin ckpun NOAOLLB Ha cHery. Hesaaneke
OT OKHa YTO-TO 3BSKHYIO, 3aTEM FPOMKO pasgancs rpyobiii, C XpunoToKn ronoc:

— [a TyT Tpu BCero.

— A wydns ewe 6bina. Wydnto nocmoTpu.

— Yo wydona! Jlonatbl Hy>XHbI.

CHOBa 4YTO-TO METaNNMYeckn 3a3Bsikano, NOTOM NPOCKPUNENM warun, n onsatb No6an3ocTn Bce
CTMXN0. HO 3TOT KOPOTKMIA pasroBop BCKOMbIXHYN Pbibaka: 3a4yem nonatbl? JlonaTbl TONBKO 3aTeM,
4106 KOMaTh. A 4TO Tenepb MOXHO 6bINo KonaTk no 3ume? Okon? KaHasy? Moruny? HasepHo,
moruny. Ho ansi koro?

W TyT OH BCNOMHUN: BUOHO, AEUCTBUTENBLHO YMEP TOT Nonuuan.

OH noBepHy”n ronosy, BONPOCUTENBHO B3rMsAHYI N0 CTOPOHaM. [lemyunxa ns-nog CMAToro nnatka
TaKKe TPEBOXHO-MOHMMAKLWE CMOTPena Ha Hero, B Yriy B Hanps>keHHOM OXUAAHWW 3acTbin
MeTp. HMUKTO He NpOpOoHUN HU CNoBa, BCe BCyLUMBANUCh, COEPXMBAs B AyLlax cTpax u
HeyBEepPEeHHOCTb.

JTa NX HeyBEepPeHHOCTb NpoJornkanack, OAHako, Hegornro. Cnycts MUHYTY 3a TOW Xe CTEeHOWN
CHOBa 3aTonanu, a TaK pelunTenbHO U OnpedesieHHO, YTO HU Y KOro YXXe He BO3HUKIIO COMHEHUS
— wnu K HAM, B nogan. Korga sarpemena nepsas asepb, Pbibak CKOpeHbKO cen, NovyBCTBOBAB,
Kak BOpYr n Hegobpo 3aKkonoTuUNoch B rpyamn cepaue. Paaom 3aBo3vncd, NPUHANCS KalwnsaTb
CoTtHukoB. «OTKpOKOT — pBaHyTb, COUTb C HOr — U B ABEPb», — C 3ano34asnion peLmmoCcTbio
nogyman Pbibak, HO TyT e NOHAN: HET, TaK He BbINAET — 3a ABEPbIO CTYNEHbKU, HE YCNeTb.

A OBepb B CaMOM Jefne yxxe 0TBOpAnach, B Kamepy LWNbaHyno CTy>Kel, BETPEHOW CBEXECTbIO, U1
HeAPKNiA CBET CO ABOpa Cpasy BbICBETUI MATb CEPbIX BCTPEBOXEHHbLIX NUL,. B ABepHOM npoeme
NoABUICS pacToponHblin CTacb, 3@ HUM Masiyus eLle KTo-TO C BUHTOBKOW B pyKax.

— [eHyr cnatb! — BO BCe ropsio 3apesen nonuuenckmn. — OTocnanuck. Beixogu: nukeuaaumns!
«3Ha4nT, He OWNBNUCH, 4ENCTBUTENBHO KOHEL, — MPOHECNOoCh B CO3HaHUU Pbibaka. — Ecnu Gbl
KOro 04HOro, a To BCEX, 3Ha4uUT...» Ha MUHYTY OH Kak-TO 0OMSIK, BAPYT JINLLMBLUNCH BCEX CBOUX



cvn, BANo nogobpan Horu, Nonpaeus LWanky Ha ronose 1 TONbKO 3aTeM ONepcs O COnoMmy,
cobupasch BcTatb.

— A Hy BbickakmBai! [JobpoBonbHO, HO 0b6s13aTenbHO! — KPUKNMBO NoHykan Crace.

[MeTp B yrny nepBbiM BCTan Ha HOrM, 3aoxas, Ha4ana nogHumMmatbca [lemymxa. MNbiTadcb BCTaTb,
3ananan pykamu no cteHe CoTHuKoB. Pbibak HeBUOALWMM B3rNS40M CKOMb3HYN No ero 6negHomy,
elle 6onblue OCYHYBLUEMYCS 3a HOYb NNLY, HA KOTOPOM TeMHENM rinyboko npoBanueLLMECS rNasa,
W, He JoAyMaB Yero-To, Yero-To He NpoYyBCTBOBAB, HANpPaBuWICs K BbIXo4y.

— [laeain, gasan! [IBaguaTtb MMHYT OCTanocb! — nNogroHsn nonvuan, BXoasa B NX BOHIOYee,
yCTrnaHHoe conomon nexoéuwe. — Hy Tbl, OQHOHOI MM, XNBO!

— lMpoyb pykn! A cam! — npoxpunen COTHUKOB.

— A Tbl, XXNO0BKa, 4TO Xaewb? A Hy BoiMeTarck! He xoTena npusHaBaTbca — Oyaellb Ha
BepeBke 6ontatbecs, — coctpun CTack U TYT e Bbi3Bepuncs: — [aTb, roga napLumsas!

Mo 3acHeXeHHbIM BETOHHbIM CTYyNneHaM OHM BbiGpanuck Bo ABop. Pbibak BAno nepectynan
Horamu, He 3acTermsas nonywy6ka n He 3ameyvasn 6oapsLLE MOPO3HOW cBexXecTu. Nocne Houw,
npoBeAEeHHON B CMpaaHOM noABarne, B rofioBe 3akpyXXunocb, 6yaro ot xmensHoro. Bo asope
HanNpPOTUB CTOSNO YerNoBeK LWECTb NONMUaeB C OPY>KMEM HaNU3roTOBKY — OHM Xaanu. YTpo
Bbl4anocb nacMmypHoe, 6bin HebonbLIon MOpo3el, Hag Kpbiwamu u3 Tpyo CTpeMUTENbHO pBanNmnChb
B MPOCTPAHCTBO CU3ble KNOYbSA AbIMOB.

Pbibak HepeluMTenbHO cTan nepeg KpbinbLoM, pagoM ocTaHoBMnack [lemumxa n ¢ Hein BMecTe
Bacs, koTopas, 6yaro kK matepu, NOTAHyNacb TENEPb K 3TON XKeHLWmHe. 396K0 npmkmMmas OaHy K
Apyron 6ocble 3aKkopeBLUNE CTYMHKU, OHA CO CTpaxoMm ornaapisana nonuvuaes. [NeTp ¢ mpavHoun
OTPELLEHHOCTLIO BO BCEM CBOEM CEA0OBMACOM CTapyeckom obnmke ctan YyTb nooganbs. Tem
BpemeHeM CTtachb, rpsi3HO pyrasicb, BTawus no cryneHbkam COTHUKOB a, KOTOPOro TYT Xe ycTarno
6pocun Ha cHer. He gaB cebe nepeabiwkn, COTHUKOB C YCUIMEM MOAHSNCA Ha HOTU U
BbINPSIMUIICH B CBOEN N3MSATOMW, OKPOBABIIEHHOM LUMHENN.

— 'ne cneposartens? [lo3oBuTe cnegoBartens! — nNbiTancs OH KPUKHYTL rMyxoBaTtbiM,
CpbIBaKOLLMMCS rONIOCOM U 3aKalUNANCcs.

Pbibak cnoxBaTtuncs, 4To u emy Toxe Heobxoaum crnegoBartenb, HO B 0Tnnyme oT COTHMKOBA OH
NPOM3HEC CNOKOWHO:

— [a, otBeguTe Hac Kk cnegosatento. OH BYepa roBopui. ..

— OTBefeM, a Kak xe! — C U3geBKOM HaMeKHY Ha YTO-TO KOpeHacTbln MmopaaTtbii nonuuan. C
BEPEBKOW HAaroToBEe OH PEeLLMTENbHO LWarHyn HasctTpeyy: — A Hy, pyku! Pyku!

HenaTtb 6b1no Hevero, Peibak NpoTaHYN pyKu, TOT SIOBKO NO OAHOW 3a5riOMUN UX Ha3ag 1 €
MOMOLLIbIO APYroro Havan Ba3aTth 3a cnvHon. Bee 310 6bino 6ecuepemMoHHO, rpy6o 1 60MnbHO.
Pbi6ak nomopLyuncs — He Tak OoT 601 B 3ansiCTbe, Kak OT OXBaTUBLLErO €ro OTYasHus: Begb 3TO
ObIn B caMOM gene KOHeL.

— HonoxuTte crnegoBartento. Ham Hago K cnegosaTesnto, — NPOroBOPUS OH HE OYeHb, OOHaKo,
peLlmTenbHO, ABCTBEHHO OLLyLLIada, Kak 3emns, 3akonebaBLuncb, 6bICTPO yXOAUT U3-N04 €ro HOr.
Ho nonuuan c3agu TonbKo 310 Bbipyrasncs.

— lNosgHo. OTcnepoBanuck yxe.

— Kak ato otcnegoBanuce! — 3akpuyan Peibak u rmsaHyn Yyepes nneyo: Hebputas, B 6enon
LeTnHe mopaa, y3kue, beratoLime, COBCEM CBUHOBATLIE rNa3ku, B KOTOPbIX Obino abcontoTHoe



Gespasnuune K Hemy, — Takoro, HaBepHO, He ucnyraelb. Torga OH YXBaTUNCA 3a €ANHCTBEHHYIO
OCTaBLUYKCS BO3MOXHOCTb U cTan npocutb: — Hy nososute NopTHoBa. YTo Bam ctonT? JTtogm Bbl
nUnu HeT?

Ho go NopTHOBa, HaBepHoe, 6bINo aanblle, Yem Ao ero, Poibaka, cmepTn. HUKTO emy gaxe He
oTBETWUS.

Mexay Tem pyku ero 6binv yMerno u Tyro cBsidaHbl TOHKOW BEPEBKON, KOTopasi 60nbHO Bpesanach
B KOXY, U €ro OTTONKHYNM B CTOPOHY. B3aanuck 3a [lemuyunxy.

— Tbl, gaBau ctoga cnegoBatens!l — kawnss, HacTblpHO TpeboBan CoTHUKOB OT CTacs, KOTOpbIN
C BUHTOBKOW 3a CNUHOW xnonoTan Bo3ne [Jemunxu.

Ho TOoT faxe He B3rnsHyn B €ero CTOPOHY, OH, Kak U BCe OHW TyT, ByATO Orfnox K nx npocbbam,
ByaTo aTo yxe Obinu He noaun. U ato ewe 6onble ybeauno Puibaka B TOM, YTO 4EM0 UX KOHYEHO,
OyaeTt cmepTb. Ho Kkak e Tak? M noyemy ke OH He peLumnncs, korga y Hero 6binv cBo6oaHbIMU
pyKn?

UTO-TO B HEM OTYasIHHO 3aTpenbIXanocb BHYTPU OT CO3HAHUS COBEPLUEHHOWN OMNIOLWHOCTU, N OH
pacTepsHHbIM B3rns40M 3ameTtancs Bokpyr. Ho cnaceHust Hurae He 6bino. HanpoTtus, cyasa no
BCemy, BbICTpO npubnuxancsa koHew,. Ha KpbinbLo 13 NOMeLLeHNs O4MH 3a APYrMM Havano
BbIXOAMTb HAYarbCTBO — Kakne-TO YMHbI B eLe HOBEHbKOW, BUOHO TOMbKO YTO HANANEHHOM,
nonuLencKon popme: YepHbIX KOPOTKOBATLIX LLUMHENAX C CEPbIMU BOPOTHUKAMU U TAKUMU XKe
obLwnaramu Ha pykasax, Npu NMCToneTax; ABoe, HaBEPHO HeMUbI, ObINn B ANVHHBIX XXaHAAPMCKNX
LWNHENAX U (pypakkax C BbICOKO NOAHATbIM BepXoM. HeCKoNbKO YenoBeK, OAeThIX B LUTATCKOE, C
wapdamm Ha Lwedx, AepXKancb 3aMEeTHO OTYYXXAEHHO — BYATO roCcTW, NpUrnalleHHbIe Ha YYXOW
npasgHuk. Nonuuan Ha gBOpe yBaXUTENbHO NPUTUXIK, nogobpanuck. KTo-To Toponnmeo
nocyuTan csagu:

— Pas, gBa, Tpu, YeTblpe, NATb. ..

— Hy, Bce rotoBo? — Ccnpocun ¢ KpbifbLa NAeYncTbii Nonuuan ¢ maneHbkorn Kobypor Ha
XnBoTe.

MmeHHOo aTa kobypa, a Takke urypa CUnbHOro, BUAHOro Cpean Apyrux YenoBeka noackasanm
Pbibaky, 4To 9TO HayanbHWK. TONbKO OH NogyMan 06 3TOM, Kak C3aaun CUMNIO BbIKPUKHYI
COTHUKOB:

— HavanbHuk, 9 xody caenatb ogHO coobueHme.

OcTaHoBUCb Ha CTyneHbKax, HavarnbHUK BNepusi B apecTtaHTa TaXernblv B3rnsa.

— Yro Takoe?

— A napTusaH. 3TO S paHWUn BalLero nonuuasi, — He 04eHb rPOMKO ckasan COTHUKOB U KMBHYI B
CcTOpoHYy Pbibaka. — ToT 3gecbk okasancs criyvyanHo — ecrnuv noHagobuTcs, Mory o6 bsiCHUTb.
OcrTarnbHble HU Npu YeM. Bepute ogHOro MeHs.

HayanbCTBO Ha KpbinbLe npumornkno. [iBoe, weawue Bnepeaun, HegoyMmeBaroLLle nepernsHynmcb
mMexay cobon, n Pbibak owyTunn, Kak B AyLle ero BCrbIXHyNa ManeHbKkasi cnacutenbHas UCKopkKa,
3axerwas crnabeHbKyto eLle Hagexay: a Bapyr noBepat? 3To ero obHagexmBLLEE YYBCTBO TYT Xe
nopoanno Tuxyto 6narogapHocts COTHUKOBY.

OpgHako MMHYTHOE BHMMaHWe Ha Nuue HayarbHUKa CMEHUITOCb HETEPNENNBON CTPOroCTbIO.

— OT0 BCe? — XOMNOAHO CNPOCUIT OH W LUArHyn co CTYyNeHbKN Ha CHer.



COTHUMKOB 3aMKHYNCA OT HEOXUOAHHOCTW.

— Mory o6bsacHUTL NogpobHee.

KT0-TO HeqoBOMNbHO BypKHYM, KTO-TO 3aroBOPWI NO-HEMELKN, U HavarnbHUK MaxHYm PYKOW.

— Bepure!

«BOT Kak, He xo4yeT gaxe n cnywaTb», — ONATb BNagas B oT4asHue, nogyman Poibak. HaBepHoe,
BCe YXXe peLlueHo 3aroasd. Ho Kak xe toraa oH? HeyXenn Tak HU4em n He NMoMOXeT emy 3TO
repouyeckoe 3actynHuyectso CoTHukosa?

OcTopoxHO cTynas no npornbarwumcs gepeBaHHbIM CTYNeHbKaM, NonuLan CXOAMnIM ¢ KpbinbLa.
W BOopyr B OAHOM M3 HUX, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Takke Obin B nonuuenckon popme, Poibak y3Han
MopTHoBa. Hy, pasymeeTcs, 310 Obin TOT caMblli BY4EpaLLHUI CneaoBaTerb, KOTOPbIN Tak
obHagexun ero cBoUM NpeanoxXeHnem 1 Tenepb Kak 6bl oTcTynuncs. Yeuges ero, Poeibak
BCTpeneHyncs, Becb nogarncs snepeq. boina He 6bina — Tenepb emy yXe HUYTO He Ka3anocb HU
CTpALLHbIM, HX JaXe HENOBKUM.

— [ocnoavH cneposartens! flocnoanH cnegosartens, OAHY MUHYTKY! Bbl 9TO BYepa roBopunu, Tak,
s cornaceH. A TyT, en-6ory, HM Npu Yem. BoT oH noaTeepawun...

HavanbCcTBO, KOTOPOE YXXe Hanpasnsanockb Co ABOPA K ynuue, onaTb HEAOBOSbHO, MO OAHOMY
ctano octaHaenueatbcd. OctaHoBuncs v NopTHoB. HoBas nonuuenckas WMHENb Ha HEM
Kasanacb SIBHO He Mo pa3mMepy 1 HeoOMATO TonopLUMnach Ha ero ManeHbKon, Towen durype,
YyepHas NMNoTKa No-neTyLwMHOMY Topyana B CTOpoHY. Ho B obnuke cnegosaTtens 3ameTHO
NPUObLINO HaYanbCTBEHHOW BAXXHOCTU, KAKON-TO MOKa3HOMW CTPOroCcT. BbICOKUIA, Tyro nepeTsaHyTbIv
peMHeM HeMel, B LUMHENW BOMPOCUTENBHO B3rMsHYM Ha Hero, 1 criegoBaterb YTo-To 6oinko

006 BACHUN NO-HEMELLKN.

— lNopgonaute cropa!l

Mpn npuctanbHOM BHUMaHUKN ¢ 06enx cTopoH Peibak nogowlen K kpbinbly. Kaxabin ero war
My4uTErbHbBIM, yOapoM OT3biBarncs B ero aywe. HUTo4ka ero ewe He okperien Hagexab! ¢
Kakgon cekyHaou rotosa 6bina Hascerga obopBatbCs.

— Bbl cornacHbl BCTYNUTL B MONULUMIO? — CMPOCWN criefoBaTerb.

— CornaceH, — Co BCel UCKPEHHOCTbIO, Ha KOTOPYHo Obin cnocobeH, otBeTun Poibak.

OH He cBOAMM CBOEro NoYTW NpeAaHHOoro B3rnsaga ¢ HECBEXero, HEMONoAoro, XoTa U TWaTternbHO
BblIGpuTOro nuua NMopTtHoBa. CnegoBartenb 1 HeMeLl, 0BMEeHANUCh eLle HeCKONbKUMK ppasamm no-
HEeMeLKMW.

— Tak. PasBsasaTb!

— CBornoyb! — Kak ygap, CTYKHyI ero no 3aTblfiky HErPOMKUI 31101 OKpUK COTHUKOBA, KOTOPLIN
TYT e U Bblgan cebsa 3HakoMbiM B60ONEe3HEHHbIM KaLunem.

Ho nyctb! YTo-TO rpo3HoOe, HEOTBPATUMO NOACTYNAaBLUEE K HEMY, BAPYT CTano 6bICTpo
oTaansaTtbes, Poibak rny6xe B3gOXHYN M NOYYBCTBOBAN, Kak c3aan AepHynu ero 3a pyku. Ho oH He
ornsaHyncsa gaxe. OH MOLLHO NOYyBCTBOBAN TONbKO OAHO: ByaeT xuTb! Pa3BsizaHHble pyku ero
BOJbHO Onanu BAOMb Tera, U OH ellle HEOCO3HaHHO cAenan Lwar B CTOPOHY, BCEM CYLLECTBOM
CTapasiCb CKopee OTAENUTbCSA OT MPOYUX, — TeNepb eMy XOTeNnoCh ObITb KaK MOXHO OT HUX
pansue. OH oToLlen eLle Ha TpW Wara, U HAKTO He ocTaHOoBMN ero. KTo-To n3 HavanbcTBa
NMOBEPHYICA, HAMNPaBnAsCb K BOPOTaM, Kak c3aan pasgancs Kpuk lemumxu:



— Ara, nyckaete! Torga nyctute n meHs! lNyctute! Y meHa manble, a, 6oxeudka, Kak e oHul..

Ee ncnonHeHHbI AMKOro oT4asHMSA KPUK CHOBA 3acTaBui BCEX OCTAHOBUTLCA, U Bnvke Apyrmx K
Hen okasarncsa [MopTHOB. BbiCOKMM HeMeL, HeJOBOMbHO NPOKapTaBuil YTO-TO, U crnefoBaTernb
B3MaxHyn PYKOW.

— Begute! — ckasan oH 1 noBepHyncs B CTOpoHy Pibaka. — Bbl nogcobute Tomy, — BApYr
ykasan oH Ha CoTHuUKoBa.

Pbibaky 310 Mano noHpasunock, 0T COTHMKOBa Tenepb OH XOoTen Obl AepxaTbca nogansiwe. Ho
npukas ecTb NpuKas, 1 OH C FOTOBHOCTbLIO NOLCKOYUI K HeJaBHEMY CBOEMY TOBapwuLly, B3N ero
nog pyky.

CKBO3b HaCTeXb pacKkpbITble BOpOTa UX NOBeNu Ha ynuvuy. lNonvuan ¢ BUHTOBKamMu Harotose LUmnu
no o6e CTOpoHbl. Ha4yanbCTBO, pacTAHYBLUMCH, MPUOTCTanNo, NPonyckas ux Bnepean ceds.
MepBbiM wWwen MNeTp — BbICOKMIA U cTapbli, ¢ 6enoto, 6e3 Wwankn ronoBon 1 3anoMIIEHHLIMU Ha3ag,
pykamu. 3a HAM, AaBsAcb nnadvem, Tawunace [lemymxa. PAgom B Kakom-TO TEMHOWM, C YYXOro
nneva oAgexke ¢ ANMMHHbIMKN pykaBaMy BbICTPEHBKO cemeHuna 6ocbiMm Horamm bacs.

Pbibak nogaepxmean nog pyky COTHMKOBA, KOTOPbIM KaK-TO Ha rnasax CHUK, elle 6onblue
OCYHYJICS U1, KaWwnsasa, MeasieHHo Tawmncs 3a BCEMU, CUMNBbHO Npunagas Ha paHeHYyo Hory.
MoyepHeBLLas ero ctona, 6yAToO HEXMBasA, KOCTSIHO KOBbIpSAna nanbLuaMmn CHer, OCTaBnAsa Ha HeM
HeecTeCTBEHHbIe 3uMoK oTnedatkn. OH monyan, u Peibak He OTBaXMNCA 3aroBopuTb € HUM. Vaa
BMECTE, OHU YXXe OKa3anucb No pasHble CTOPOHbI YepTbl, pasgenssLlen Nnogen Ha gpysen u
BparoB. Pbibak xoTa n yyBcTBOBan, 6yaATO BMHOBAT B YEM-TO, HO cTapancs cebs ybeantb, 4To
OONbLUON BUHbI 3@ HUM HET. BUHOBAT TOT, KTO AenaeT YTO-TO MO CBOEW 3101 BOME Unn pagu
Bbiroabl. A 'y Hero kakas e Bbiroga? pocto oH nmen 6onbLie BO3MOXHOCTEN U CXUTPUIT, YTOObI
BbKUTb. HO OH He nameHHuK. Bo BCAKOM crnyyae, CTaHOBUTBCA HEMELKUM MPUCTTY>KHUKOM He
cobupancsa. OH Bce xaarn, 4Tobbl yny4nTb yO0OHbIN MOMEHT — MOXET, Cenyac, a MOXeT, YyTb
no3xe, U TONbKO OHU €ro yBUAAT. ..
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COTHMKOB SICHO MOHSAS, YTO POBHbLIM CYETOM HMYEro He Jobuncs. Ero HamepeHue, Tak
€CTECTBEHHO npuwlejllee K HeMy HOYbIO 1 NOYTU NPUHECLLEE eMy YCNOKOEHUE, NMOMHYIO0 Kak
MbISIbHBIM NY3bIpb. [lonuuusa Gbina MapuoHETKONM B pyKax Y HEMLUEB M COBEpPLUEHHO 6e3pasnmyHo
OTHecCnach K ero nokasaHuio — HanmneBaTb €l Ha TO, KTO U3 HUX BUHOBAT, €Cnn Npunbbin
COOTBETCTBYHLUNIA NpUKa3 nam nosiBunacb NOTpebHOCTb B yOuincTBe.

EnBa gepxacb Ha Horax, oH ocnabeno Tawumncsa 3a Bcemu, CTapasiCb He CIMLLKOM ONMpaTtbCs Ha
YyXKYI0 Tenepb 1 NPOTMBHYLO eMy PbibakoBy pyKy. To, 4TO NpoM30LWIo BO ABOPE Nonuuuu,
COBEpPLUEHHO COKPYLLUUIIO ero — Takoro oH He npeasuaen. besycnosHo, OT cTpaxa nunu u3
HEeHaBMCTM Noan cnocobHbl Ha Ntoboe NpeaaTensCcTBO, HO Phibak, kaxeTcs, He Obin NpegaTenem,
Kak He 6bin 1 Tpycom. CKonNbKO eMy NpeaoCcTaBnAnocb BO3MOXHOCTEN nepebexaTtb B NONMLMIo,
Aa n CTpycuTb ObINO NPeaocTaToOYHO CnyyYaes, OAHAKO BCeraa OH Agepkancs JocTorHo. o
KpanHen mepe, He Xyxxe apyrux. BuagHo, 3geck Bce Aeno B KOPLICTHOM pacyeTe paam criaceHus
CBOEW LLKYpbl, OT KOTOPOro Bcerga oguvH war Ao npegaTtenbcTBa.

CoTHMKOBY ObINIO My4MTENBHO 0O6MAHO 3a CBOE HaMBHOE (haHTa3epcTBO — CaM NOTepsB Hagexay
n3baBnTbLCS OT CMepPTU, Hagyman cnacatb Apyrnx. Ho Te, KTo TONbKO 1 xaxaeT nobown LeHon
BbDKWTb, 3aCNyXMBALOT NI OHU XOTS Obl OOHON OTAAHHOW 3@ HUX XN3HN? CKONBbKO YXe UX,
4YenoBeYEeCKMX XN3Heun, co BpeMeH Mucyca Xpucta Ob1nio NPUHECEHO Ha XePTBEHHbIN anTtapb
YyenoBeyecTBa, U MHOFOMY i1 OHW Hay4unu 3To YernoseyecTBO? Kak 1 Tbicaum neT Hasag,
yenoBeka cHefaeT B NepByto ovepenb 3aboTta 0 camom cebe, n camblii 6r1aropoAHbIN NOPbIB K
Aobpy 1 cnpaBeanMBOCTU NOPON KAXKETCH CO CTOPOHbI MO MEHbLLEN Mepe YyaavyeCcTBOM, €CNN He
COBEpPLUEHHO ApeMy4ei rrynocTbio.

COTHMKOB NOHEMHOrY Npuxoaun B cebsi, ero Hadana goHnmaTb cTyxa. Ot cnaboctu Ha noy
BbICTYNWM NOT, KOTOPbIA HE Cpasy BbiCbIXasl HA MOPO3HOM BETPY, U rofioBa OTTOro CThbifia 4o
nomMoTbl B Mo3ry. M BoobLue, CTyAeHbIN BETEP, KAKETCA, HAYNCTO BblgyBan U3 HEro octaTku
HaKOMMEHHOro 3a HoYb Tenna, Teno onAaTb Hayan cotTpscatb 03HO6. Ho CoTHMKOB cTapanca
AoTepneTb 40 KOHLA.

Ha nycTton mecTevykoBou ynuue OHM nepeLunvm MOCTOK, Aanblie ¢ OAHOW CTOPOHbI HAaYMHarncs
Y3€HbKUI OrOPOXKEHHbIN CKBEPUK C HECKOSTbKUMU PsiiaMu TOHKUX, CTbIBLUMX HA MOpPO3e AepeBLEB.
Brnepeawn Ha npuropke Bbicuncsa 6enbin ABYX3aTaXHbI AOM; LUMPOKOE NOMOTHULLE (PaLUMCTCKOrO
donara pasBeBarnocb Ha ero yrny. HaBepHoe, Tam pasmeLlanach ynpasa unv komeHgaTypa, Bosne
KOTOpPOM KOMOLIMOCh Kakoe-To coopuwye. COTHMKOB yOMBUICS: Kakasi Hy)aa cobpana aTmx
nogen B ogHo mecto? NMoTom OH nogymarn, 4to, BO3MOXHO, cerogHa 6asap. A MoxeT, YTo-nnmbo
cny4nnocb? Mnu ckopee Bcero corHanm Hacenexnme, Ytobbl yCTpalwmnTb pacctpenom. Ecnu Tak,
nycTb paccTpenuBeaioT, UM eLle nerde bygeT NpUHATL CMepPTb Ha BUAY. YTO e kacaeTcs cTpaxa,
TO €ero Ha BOVHE M Tak XBaTaeT C U3bbITKOM, U TeM He MeHee Bopbba pasropaeTtcs. Ha cmeny
KasHeHHbIM NpuayT apyrue. Cmensle Bcerga HangyTcs.

OHun meaneHHo npubnmxanuce k atomy gomy. Ctena CoTHUKoOBa, OyaATO HErHYLLMNCA NpOTES,
BbIKOBbIpUBasna CTpaHHblE AMKW B PbIXITOM, pacTepTOM NOSIO3bSAMU U NOLWaaUHbIMU KOMbITaMn
CHery, Hora BCsl ropena HenpecTaHHon rnybunHHOM 6onbio 1 ¢ yecunuem nogynHanacs emy. BuaHo,
OH BCe Xe npeysenuymsan CBOW CUfbl, KOrga B Hadane nytv BO3HaMepurica ngtm cam, — Tenepb
OH MOYTM BUCHYN Ha TBepaon pyke Poibaka. OT MoCTMKa Havyanca nonorui nogbLem, 1 eMy ctano



elle TpyagHee, He xBaTano AblXxaHus, B rnasax TeMHeNo, opora TO 1 Aerio ycKorb3arna us-nog
Hor. OH ncnyrancs, 4to He AoNAeT, CBANUTCS, U Torga paHblle BpeMeHU NPUCTPENSAT, KaK
napLUMBOro nca, B kaHase. HeT, 3TOro oH He Mor No3BoNNTbL cebe — aaxke B ero NoNoXeHUn 3T
kasanocb cnuwwkom. CBOK CMepPTb, Kakon Bbl OHa HM Obina, OH JOMKEH BCTPETUTL C CONAATCKUM
AOCTOMHCTBOM — 3TO CTarlo rMaBHOK Lenblo ero nocrneaHnx MUHyT.

OHn B30OLWLINM Ha NpUropok n octaHoBunucb. C Tpyaom B3goxHyB, COTHMKOB BNepun B3rnsa B
CMVHY nepeaHnX, oXuaas, YTo OHN ONATb ABUHYT Aanblue. HO KOHBOWHbIE Nonuvuan Takke
OCTaHOBUNUCb, BNepeau nocnbiwancs pasroBop No-HEMELKN — HECKOJTbKO YenoBek 13
Ha4anbCTBa XAanv nog CTeHOM 3Toro 4o6poTHOro Aoma. HanpoTtue, Yepes ynuuy, Y LUTAKETHKKA,
OTropakusaroLLero CKeep, U Bo3sne AByx 06neanbix 0yaoK-napbKOB 3aCTbiNN NATb-LLECTb LECATKOB
Noaen, Takke SBHO Yero-to oxunaaslumx. CTano noxoxe, 4To nx HebonbLluas npoueccusi npubsina
K MECTY HasHadYeHunss — farnbLue aoporun He 6bino.

W toraa COTHUKOB yBUAEN BEPEBKMW.

MaTb rMBKMX NEHBbKOBBIX NETENb TUXO NOKaYMBanNnCb Hag ynuuen, 6yato 4eMOHCTpUpys nepeq
BCEMW OTMEHHYIO HAZleXXHOCTb CBOMX TOJSICTbIX, CO 3HAHWEM Aena 3aTAHYTbIX y3roB. Bucenu oHu
Ha nepeknagvHe CTapou, elle JOBOEHHOW ynu4Hon apku. «lpurognnacb», — MenbKHYNO B
ronose y COTHMKOBA, Cpasy y3HaBLUEro 3T0 TpaguLMOHHOE ANS parLeHTpa COOpYyKeHUe — TOYHO
Takasd e apka Obina Kkorga-to 1 B ero ropogke. Nepea npasgHukom ee yornpanu aepeson u
XBOEW, NpUNaxmeanun HaBepxy NO3YHr, HAaNUCaHHbIN YepHMnaMmm Ha Kycke oboes. Pagom nepeg
ncnonkomom cobmpanu npasgHUYHbIE MUTUHTU, U MO HEBLICOKUM NPONIETOM apKn NpOXoaunu
KOMOHHbI Y4EHUKOB M3 ABYX LLKOS, pabounx NbHO3aBoAa, MacTEPCKNX U TapHOro kombuHata. Ha
KpecToBMHE BBEPXY 0ObIYHO ropena 3se3ga u3 haHepbl Unv pa3BeBarnca Ha BeTpy hnaxok,
npuaasasLune 0Cob60 TOPXKECTBEHHYIO 3aBEPLUEHHOCTb BCEMY COOPYXEHMI0. Tenepb xe Tam
HU4ero He ObINo, TONbKO Ha cTonbax n3-nog NOYEpPHEBLUNX PEEK-NYYMH BbirnaabiBanu OymMmaxkHble
0OpbIBKM @ Tpenbixancs Ha BETPY KaKOW-TO BbIIMHABLUNIA NTOCKYT pa3MepoM C Yronok
NMoHepckoro ranctyka. OKKynaHTbl NPUHECIIN Ha apKy CBOE YKpalleHue B BUAe 3TUX HOBEHbKUX,
HaBepHO creumanbHO pagu Takoro cny4asi BbiNnMCcaHHbIX CO CKnaga, BepeBokK.

A oH gyman, 6yget paccrtpen...

[1Boe — nonuuam u eLle KTo-To B CEPOM CYKOHHOW NoaaeBke — HECNN Yyepes ynuuy ctapyto,
KOMN4YeHoryto ckambto, 1 COTHUKOB NOHSAM, YTO 3TO ANA HMX, YTOObI OCTaTb A0 NETNN, Npexae Yem
3abonTtaTtbCs, CBEPHYB Ha Mnevyo ronoBy — 6ecnomMoLHo, oTBpaTuTenbHO 1 6e3ronoco. Emy
BAPYr CTano NpoOTUBHO OT OAHOrO NWLWb NpeacTaBneHnst o cebe NoBeLeHHOM, Aa 1 OT BCEW 3TOMN
YHU3UTENbHON, GecyenoBeYvHoM pacnpasbl. 3a BpEMSA BOWHbI OH M HE nogyman gaxe O
BO3MOXHOCTW Apyron rubenn, 4em oT OCKOJIKa Unu Nynu, n Tenepb BCe B HEM B3BUSOCH B
WHCTUHKTMBHOM MNPOTECTE NPOTMB 3TOr0 aZiCKOro yayLleHUs neTren.

HO OH HM4YeMm yxxe He Mor NOMOoYb HK cebe, HU apyrnm. OH TONbKO MbICIEHHO yroBapuBean cebs:
HW4ero, Huyero!.. B KOHLe KOHLOB, 3TO UX NPaBO, UX 3BEPUHbIA 0bblYaK, X BNacTb. Tenepb
nocnegHasa ero o643aHHOCTb — TepneTb 6e3 TeHW cTpaxa unu coxanexus. [NycTb BewwatoT.
Ckameriky Tam, HaBepHoe, yxxe ycTtaHoBunu. [poBopHbIv, Besgecywmin Ctach, a Takke
3[10POBEHHbIN, HUXE XNACTMKA NOAMNOSICaHHbIN NO WnHenn byauna n gpyrne nonuuau nosenu nx
nog apky. Hactynasa Ha 3akocTeHeBLUyto, 60ne3HeHHy0 CTynH0, COTHMKOB MPUKUHYI: OCTaBanocb
LaroB nATHaguaTb-ABaauaTh, U OH OTHAN y Pbibaka pyky — xoten gontn cam. OHu nponu



Mexay nonuuaes, BO3ne rpynnbl HEMELKOro 1 LWTaTCKOro HavanbCcTea, KoTopoe Tepnenveo
ToMTanocb Nof CTeEHOM 34aHuns. HaymHanca cnektaknb, MecTHast nonuuenckas
camoesiTeNnbHOCTb Ha HeMeLUKUA MaHep. [onvuan notTopannmeanucb, CYyeTUIUCh, YTO-TO Y HUX
He nony4arnoch Kak criegyeT. HekoTopble U3 HayanbCcTBa XMypUnNuch, a Apyrme Hesno u
6e33ab0THO NeperoBapuBanuncb, 6yaTo cownmcb No 6yAHNYHON, HE O4YEHb UHTEPECHOMN
HagoOHOCTM M CKOPO BO3BPATATCA K CBOUMM MPUBLIYHBIM Aenam. C nx CTOpOHbI AOHOCKIICS 3anax
curapeT 1M OL4EKONIOHa, CrblWanuncb 06pbIBKM CriyYarHbIX, HUYEro He 3Havawmx dpas. COTHUKOB,
O HaKo, He CMOTpen Tyda — NPUTALLMBLUNCH K apke, YTOObl HEe ynacTb, NPUCIIOHUIICS NIIEYOM K
cTtonby 1 B USHEMOXXEHMM MPUKPbISN rnasa.

HeT, HaBepHO, CMEPTb HNYEro He peLlaeT N HUYEro He onpaeBabiBaeT. TOMbKO XM3Hb AaET NI0AAM
onpeaeneHHble BO3MOXHOCTU, KOTOPbIE UMW OCYLLIECTBIISIKOTCA UMW NponagarT HanpacHo, TONbKO
XW3Hb MOXET MPOTUBOCTOATL 3Ny U Hacunui. CmepTsb Xe nuwaet Bcero. U ecnu Tomy
NenTEHaHTY B COCHsIKE CBOEW rmbenblo eLle yaanocb 4ero-to 4obuTbCs, TO BPsS4 Y OH Ha 3TO
paccumTbiBan. [pocTo Takaa cmepTb 6bina Heobxoguma emy camoMmy, NOTOMY YTO OH He XOTen
nornbatb oBUOWN. HO 4TO AenaTb, ecnu Npu BCen TBOEK CaMOOTBEPXKEHHOCTU Thl NINLLEH
ManewnLwien BO3MOXHOCTU? HYTO MOXHO caenaTtb 3a NSATb MUHYT [0 KOHLUA, Korga Thl YXKe ejBa 1B
N He B COCTOSAHMM Aaxke rPOMKO BblpyratbCsl, 4Tobbl focaguTb aTumM 606mnHam?

Ha, Harpagbl He ByaeT, kak He ByaeT npu3HaTeNbHOCTU, MO0 HENb3A HAAEATbCS Ha TO, YTO He
3acnyxeHo. U Bce xe cornacutbcsa ¢ PbiGakom OH HEe MOr, 3TO NPOTUBOPEYMIIO BCEN €ro
4YenoBEYECKOWM CYLLHOCTN, ero Bepe 1 ero mopanu. N xota n 6e3 Toro HeLUMPOKUIA Kpyr ero
BO3MOXHOCTEWN CTaHOBUIICS BCE YXXe U aXe CMePTb HUYEM YXKe He MOrfa paclunpuTb ero, Bce Xe
OZlHa BO3MOXHOCTb Y Hero eule octaBanacbk. OT Hee yX OH He oTcTynutcs. OHa, eQUHCTBEHHas, B
camoM Jerne 3aBucena TOMbKO OT HEro M HUKOro 6onblue, TONbKO OH MOIHOBNACTHO
pacnopsxancs e, nbo ToNbko B €ro Bnactu 6bino ynTn n3 aToro mmpa no CoOBeCTH, Co
CBOWCTBEHHbIM 4YeNOBEKY JOCTOMHCTBOM. JTO Gbina ero nocnegHas MUnocTb, CBATast POCKOLUb,
KOTOPYIO KaK Harpagy gapoBana eMy XU3Hb.

Mo ogHOMyY nX Havanu pa3sBoguTb BOOMb BUcenuupl. Mo kparHow OT HavanscTea neTnio
NocTaBuUnu NPUTUXLLErO B CBOEW MOKOPHOW cocpeaoTodeHHoCcTU NeTpa. COTHUKOB B3rnsHyn Ha
Hero n BUHOBAaToO nomMmopLunics. Ewe Byepa oH fJocagoBar, YTO OHM HE 3acTpenunmn 3Toro
CTapocCTy, a Tenepb BOT BMeECTE NpUAETCS NOBUCHYTb HA OQHOMW NepeknaguHe.

[MeTpa nepBbIM 3acTaBuUnn BNe3Tb Ha CKaMblo, KOTOpas yrpoxatoLle nokocunacbk nog ero
KONeHsiMW 1 eABa He onpokuMHynacb. byavuna, HaBepHoO, 1 3a4ecb 3anpaBnAlLLMA 0653aHHOCTAMMU
rMaBHOro nanava, Bblpyrasncs, caMm BCKOYMI HaBepx 1 BTawmn Tyga crapuka. Ctapocta ¢
OCTOPOXXHOCTbIO BbINPSAMUIICA HA CKaMbe, HE NOAHUMAZdA rofoBbl, CAEPXXAHHO U 3HAYUTENBHO, Kak
B LIEPKBW, NOKMOHUNcs noaam. MNotom k ckambe noaTonkHynu bacto. Ta npoBopHo B3obpanack Ha
CBOE MECTO U, 3906K0 nepecTtynas 3amep3LLMMu, NOTPECKaBLLUMMUCSA HOraMu, C LETCKOM
HenocpeacTBEHHOCTLIO MPUHANACh pas3rnagbiBaTb TONMY Y WTAKeTHMKaA — OyaTo BbiICMaTpuBana
Tam 3HAKOMbIX.

Ckambmn Ha Bcex, ogHako, He xBaTuno. lNog cnefyowen neTnen CToAN XenTbli (paHepHbIN ALK,
a Ha ocTanbHbIX ABYX MeCcTax Top4anu B CHEry noslyMeTpoBble, CBEXEOTNUIEHHbIE OT OpeBHa
yyp6aHbl. COTHMKOB NoAgymari, YTO ero onpeaenar Ha AWMK, HO K AWKKY noasenuy [lemunxy, a ero
Pbibak ¢ nonvuyaem notawunm Ha Kpaw, K yypbaHam.



OH el He gowen [0 CBOero MecTa, Kak c3aau onaTb pasgarnca kpuk demuumxm. OT
HeoXnagaHHOCTU COTHMKOB OMNSAHYNCS — XEHLWMHA, yNnpasicb Horamum, Bcsiveckn otbusanace ot
nonuuaes, He Xenas ne3Tb Nnog netnto.

— A4, naHo4ku, npoctute! MNMpocTtute aypHonm 6abe, A X He xoTena, He gymana!l

Ee nnay sarnywmnu anble KpUKU HavyanbCcTBa, YTO-TO ckoMaHgosan byavna, n nonuuan, Beawwumvm
CoTHukoBa, ocTaBun ero Ha Peibaka, a cam 6pocuncsa k lemunxe. Heckonbko nonuuaes
noTaLMnm ee Ha SLLWUK.

Pbibak, octaBwmncb ¢ COTHMKOBBIM, HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO NOABEN €r0 K NOCneaHeMy nog apkown
yypbaHy n octaHoBurncs. Kak pa3 Hag HUMK cBeLuMBanacb HOBEHbKas, Kak U OCTarnbHbIE,
NeHbKOBas yaaBKa C Y3KOBaTO 3aTSHYTOW NeTneun, TUXOHbKO packpyyumBarLenca seepxy. «OgHa
Ha OBOUX», — MoYeMy-To nogymanocb COTHMKOBY, XOTS BbIf10 O4EBUOHO, YTO 3Ta NeTNs Ang
Hero. Hapo 6bino Bnesatb Ha YyypbaH. OH HeaoNro NOMeaNuI B HEPELLMTENBHOCTH, NOKa B
CO3HaHWM He BnecHyno oTyasHHOe, Kak pyraTtenbcTBo: «3JX, bbina He 6binal» BpocmB yHbINO
3acTtbiBweMy Poibaky: «[epxu!», OH 300pOBbIM KONIEHOM CTan Ha TopeL,, CBEXe3acneXeHHbIN
rPSA3HBIM OTNEeYaTKOM Yben-To nogowBbl. Pbibak Tem BpemeHem ob6enmm pykamm o6xsatmn
nogcrtaeky. [1ns pasHoBecnss COTHUKOB crnerka onepcst fIOKTEM O ero CrnuHy, Hanpsrca u, cxas
3ybbl, koe-kak B30Opancsa HaBepxX.

MWHYTY OH TUXO CTOSS1, Y3KO COCTaBMB CTYMNHU Ha KPYrfiOM HELLMPOKOM cpese. 3aTbIfIOK ero yxe
OLyTUN WepLIaBoe, negeHsuwee aywy npMKoCHoOBeHWe neTnu. BHK3y 3acTbina wmpokas B
nonywy6ke cnuHa Pbibaka, 3ackopysnble ero pyku naoTHO obnanmnm COCHOBYHO KOopy YypbaHa.
«BbikpyTunca, ceonoyb!» — Hegobpo, Bpoae Obl ¢ 3aBUCTbIO NogymMan npo Hero COTHUKOB U TyT
Xe yCOMHUNCA: Haao nu Tak? Tenepb, B NOCNEAHNE MIHOBEHUS XXM3HWU, OH HEOXWOAHHO yTpaTun
MPEXHIO CBOK YBEPEHHOCTL B NpaBe TpeboBaTtb OT ApYyrMx HapaeHe ¢ cobon. Pbibak Obin
HEeNI0X1UM NapTU3aHOM, HABEPHO, CYMTASCS OMNbITHBIM CTAPLLUMHON B apMUK, HO KaK YeroBeK U
rpaxxgaHuH, 6e3ycnoBHoO, Hegobpan Yero-1o. Bnpoyewm, OH pelmn BbbKUTb to6on LeHOW — B
3TOM BCe Jero.

Pagom Bce nnakana, peanacbk 13 pyk nonuuaes [lemunxa, YTo-TO NPUHANCA YuTaTb NO Bymakke
HemeLl, B XXeNnTbIX nepyaTkax — NPUroBop UInu, MOXET, NpuKa3s ANsa COrHaHHbIX XUTenen nepea
3TOWM Ka3Hbto. LN nocnegHne MuHyTbl Xun3Hn, 1 COTHMKOB, 3acTbiB Ha YypbaHe, agHbIM
npoLyanbHbIM B3rngaom sBbupan B cebsa BeCb HEKA3UCTbINA, HO TaKon NPUBbIYHBINA C CAMOro
AeTCTBa BMA MECTEYKOBOW yruLbl C NPUrOPHOHUBLLMMUCA burypamm nogen, YaxnbiMm
AepeBLamMun, NOMOMaHHbIM LUTAKETHUKOM, BYrpoM Hamep3LLero y enesHon KoNoHku nbaa. CkBo3b
TOHKME BETBU CKBEpPA BUAHENMCH OOLapnaHHble CTEHbl HeAANEKoW LIePKBYLLKMK, ee
npopxaBeBLUasi xxenesHas Kpbiwa 6e3 KpecToB Ha ABYyx 06ne3nbIx 3eneHblx Kynonax. Heckonbko
Y3KMX OKOLLUEK TaM Oblnn Hacnex 3akonoYeHbl HEOKOPEHHbBIM CyKOBaTbIM ropbbinem...

Ho BOT pagom 3aTonan KTo-TO U3 Nonuuaes, NOTSHYSCA K ero Bepeske; 6ecLepeMOoHHbIE PYKU B
Cu3blx obwnarax noMMmanu Hag HAM NeTnto U, 06anpas ero 6ones3HeHHble, HAMOPOXEHHbIE YLLK,
HaABUWHYIM ee Ha ronoBy Ao nogbopoaka. «Hy BOT u Bce», — oTMeTun COTHUKOB 1 OMyCTWN
B3rns4 BHM3, Ha niogein. MNpupoga cama no cebe, oHa Bceraa 6e3 ycunus godpom n mmpom
noXunacbk Ha ayuly, HO Tenepb eMy 3axoTerniocb BUaeTh nogen. NeyvanbHbiM B3rnsgomM oH
TMXOHBLKO MOBES N0 UX HEPOBHOMY HAaCTOPOXXEHHOMY Psiy, B KOTOPOM Npeobnagany XeHLWMHbI 1
TONbKO M3peaka nonagannucb HEMONOAblE MYXXYMHbI, NOAPOCTKN, AeBYaTa — OObIYHbIN



MECTEYKOBbIN Niog B Tynynyumkax, BaTHUKaX, apMencknx obHockax, nnaTkax, CaMOTKaHbIX CBUTKaX.
Cpean nx 6e3nmkoro MHOXeCcTBa ero BHMMaHne OCTaHOBUIOCh Ha TOHKOBATOW hurypke Manbvmka
neT ABeHaguaTtu B HU3KO HAABUHYTOW Ha Nob cTtapon apmelickor byaeHoBke. TeCcHO
3anaxHyBLUMCb B KaKylO-TO OAexay, MarnbyoHKa rinyboko B pykaBa BGupan cBou 03s0Lwimne pyku u,
BMAHO ObINO OTClo4a, ApoXan OT CTYXWU UK, MOXET, OT CTpaxa, C AEeTCKOW 3aBOPOXKEHHOCTbLIO Ha
6negHom, 6onesHeHHOM NnYMKe cneas 3a npoucxoadawmm nog sucenuuen. OTcioga TpyaHo 6bino
CyOuTb, KaK OH OTHOCUTCA K HAM, HO COTHUKOBY BAPYT 3aX0TeNOCb, YTOObI OH NI0OXO O HUX HE
ayman. N nencteutenbHoO, BCKope nepexsaTtuns ero B3rnsag, COTHMKOB YNOBUI B HEM CTOSbKO
6Ge3yTeLHOro ropsa 1 CTONbKO COMYBCTBUSA K HAM, YTO HE yAepXarncsa u OOHUMU rrnasamu
ynbIGHYNCA ManbLy — Hu4ero, 6paTok.

Bonblie oH He cTan BCMaTpuBaTbCs M ONYCTWA B3rNsA, YTobbl nsbexarbs HEHaBUCTHOMO emMy Buaa
HavanbCTBa, HeMueB, criegoBaTtens MNopTHoea, Ctacs, byaunel. X obaBONbCKOE NPUCYTCTBUE OH
owlywan n Tak. O6bsiBNeHne NpuroBopa, KaxeTcs, yXe 3aKOHYMOCh, pasganmcb KoMaHabl no-
HEMeLKN N NO-PYCCKN, N BAPYT OH NOYYBCTBOBAr, Kak, 6yaATO OXMB, HANPSXKEHHO AepHYynach Ha
ero wee Bepeska. KTO-TO B TOM KOHLE BUCeENULbl BCXpanHyn pas u pyrou, 1 Totyac,
coBepLueHHO 0b6e3ymeB, 3aBonuna Jemyunxa:

— A-a-a-an! He xouy! He xouy!

Ho ee kpuk TyT e n obopBancsa, MOPO3HO XPACTHyNa BBEPXY NONepeymHa apku, CaaBneHHo
3apblgana xeHumHa B Tonne. Ha gywe crano Hectepnmmo TocknNnBo. Kakas-To elle He J0 KOoHUa
n3pacxofoBaHHasi cuna BHYTPY NogMblBaria ero pBaHyTbCsl, 3aBONUTb, Kak aTa [lemunxa, — AnKo
n cTpawHo. Ho oH 3acTtaBun cebs caepxaTtbes, NUb cepaue ero 60ne3HeHHO Cxanochb B
npeacMepTHOM cyaopore: nepes KOHLOM TakK 3aX0Tenocb OTNYCTUTbL BCe TOPMO3a U 3annakaTb.
BmecTo Toro oH Bapyr yneibHynca B nocnegHun pas CBOEW, HaBepHOE, Kankown, BbIMy4YEHHON
YbIOKOW.

Co cTOpOHbI Ha4YanbCTBa pasganacb KoMmaHaa, BUOHO, 9TO Y)Ke OTHOCUIOCH K HeMy: YypbaH noa
Horamu Ha mur ocnaben, nowaTHynca. Easa He cBanmBwnCh ¢ Hero, COTHMKOB FMNSHY BHU3 — C
NCKPUBMEHHOrO, 0OPOCLLEro WEeTUHON Nnua CMOTPENY BBEPX pacTEePSIHHbIE rna3sa ero
napTusaHckoro apyra, n COTHMKOB efiBa paccnbliwiart:

— [MpocTn, Gpart!

— lNowen k yepTy! — kopoTKO Gpocun COTHUKOB.

BoT n Bce kOH4YeHO. Hanocneaok oH oTbICKan B3rnsi4oM 3acTbiBLUMIA cTebenek manb4mLKkm B
OyaeHoBke. TOT CTOSAN, Kak 1 Npexae, Ha nonwara Bnepeay Apyrux, C LUMPOKO pacKpbITbIMU Ha
6negHom nuue rnasamu. MonHeii 60nn 1 cTpaxa ero B3rnsa4 crnefoBan 3a KeM-TO Nog, BUCEnuuen
1 Ben Tak, Bce 6nmke n 6nmxe kK Hemy. COTHMKOB HE 3Has, KTO TaMm LUES, HO NO NNLy MasnbYULLKK
NOHAN BCE A0 KOHLA.

MoacTaBka ero onATb NOLWATHYNAacb B HEOXMAAHHO ocnabeBLunx pykax Poibaka, KoTopbii
HENOBKO CKOpYMICS BHU3Y, 60ACH N, HaBEPHOE, HE peLlasiCb Ha NocneagHee n camoe CTpallHoe
Tenepb AN Hero geno. Ho BOT c3aau maTepHo Bbipyrancs byauna, n CoTHUKOB, BAPYr NOTepsiB
onopy, 3a40XHYBLUUCH, TSXKENO NPOBANUIICA B YEPHYIO, YAYLINMBYIO 6e3aHy.
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Pbibak BbINyCTUN NoagcTaBKy U oTwaTtHynca — Horn COTHMKOBA 3akayanucb psagom, coutasa nvm
wanka ynana Ha cHer. Pbibak oTnpsiHyn, HO TYT e HarHyscsa v BoIXxBaTUN ee u3-nog
NOBELLIEHHOr0, KOTOPbIN YXXe YCMOKOEHHO pacKpy4ymBarica Ha BepeBKe, ONUCbIBast KPyr B OOHY, a
3aTeM 1 B OpYryto CTOPOHY. Pbibak He peluunncs rmsaHyTb emMy B NMLO: OH BUAEN nepeq cobo
TONbKO 3aBUCLLNE B BO3QYyXE HOMU — OAHY B pacToONTaHHOM BypKe 1 psiAOM BbIBEPHYTYHO HAPYXy
NATKOW, FPA3HYH0, MOCUHEBLLYIO CTYMHIO C MOACOXLUEN NMONOCKOM KPOBU Ha LLMKOMOTKE.

OTtoponb OT npoucLleLlero, o gHako, HeoNro AepXxana ero B CBOen Bractv — ycunnem Bonm
Pbibak npeBo3Mor pactepsaHHOCTb 1 ornsHyncsa. Pagom, mexay CoTHUKOBbIM U [JeMuynxown,
B6onTanacb Hanerke nNATas BepeBka — He JOXAETCHA N OHa ero weun?

OpHako HUYTO, KaxeTcs, He NoATBepKaano ero onaceHuns. byauna seitackuean us-nog demyunxm
XenTbli paHepHbIV ALWKK, youpanu n3-nog apku ckambio. EMy nsganm 4to-1o kpukHyn Ctachb, Ho,
BCE ellle HaxoasACb NoA BnevatneHnem kasHu, Poibak He NOHAN unu He pacchnbiwan ero u cTosn,
He 3Has, KyAa nogatbces. ['pynna HemueB u LITAaTCKOro HavanobCcTBa BO3ne AomMa ctana peaetb —
Tam pacxogunucb, pasroBapuBasl, 3akypusasi curapeTbl, Bce B 604pom, NpUNogHATOM
HaCTPOEHUN, Kak Nocrne yAayHO OKOHYEHHOro, B 0bLLEeM He CKy4YHOro 1 gaxe MHTePeCcHOro
3aHATUA. W Toraa oH HecMero eLle noBepwun: BuaaTb, NpoHecno!

[a, Bpoae 6bl NpoHecro, ero He NOBECAT, OH ByaeT xuTb. JInkBngauns 3akoH4YMNacb, CHUManu
nonuuernckoe ouensieHme, NgsaMm cCKoMaHaoBanm pasonuTUCh, U XKEHLUHbI, NOAPOCTKN, CTapyxu,
OLLENOMSIEHHbIE U MOMNYanMBble, NOTaWMIMcb No o6enm ctopoHam ynuupl. Hekotopble
HeHaZonro ocTaHaBNMBaNUChb, OrNsaAbIBannCb Ha YeTbIpeX MOBELUEHHbIX, XEHLLNHbI yTupanu
rnasa v Toponunuck yntn noganeuie. lNonvuan HaBogunu nocneaHnin NopsaoK y BUCENULbI.
CTtacb CO CBOEN HEM3MEHHOW BUHTOBKOW Ha nne4ve otbpocun Horom vyypbak ns-nog nuLHen naTon
neTnn n onaTb YTO-TO Npokpudan Peibaky. TOT He Tak NOHAN, Kak Aoragancs, YTo OT Hero
TpeboBanochb, 1, goctas n3-nog CoTHMKOBa NoAcTasKy, 6pocun ee nof wrakeTHUK. Korga oH
nosepHyncs, Ctacb CTOAN HANPOTUB CO CBOeW 0bblYHOM 6eno3yboin ynbibkon Ha nuue-macke.
[(a3a ero npu aTom ocTaBannCb HAaCTOPOXKEHHO-XONOAHBIMM.

— Ibi-roli! OgHako monogey! CnocobHbIln, nagna! — ¢ 3geBKOW NOXBanvn Nonuuyan u ¢ Takon
CVnow ygapun ero no nnedvy, 4to Peibak egBa yctosn Ha Horax, nogymaB npo cebs: «4YTtob Thbl
okoren, cBonoyb!» Ho, B3rnsHyB B ero CbiTOe, BbITAHYTOE AEPEBAHHOM YCMELLKOM L0, caMm
TOXE YCMEXHYNCS — KPMBO, O4HMMU ryBamu.

— A bl gyman!

— lMpaBunbHo! A yto Tam? Nogymaelb: 6aHanTa xaneTb!

«MocTon, 4to 3T0? — He noHAN Peibak. — O kom oH? O CoTHuKoBe, 4TO NU?» He cpasy, Ho Bce
OTYEeTNIMBEE OH CTas NoOHMMAaTb, YTO TOT UMEET B BUAY, N ONATb HEMPUATHBIA XONTO40K BUHOBHOCTH
KOCHYIICSl ero co3HaHus. Ho OH eLle He xOoTern BepuTb B CBOK NPUYaCTHOCTb K 9TOW pacrpase —
npu 4em TyT oH? Pa3Be 370 OH? OH TOMNbKO BblAEPHYN 3TOT 06py6oK. M TO No npukasy nonmumm.
UeTBEpO NOBELLUEHHbIX FPY3HO packaynmBanmcb Ha ANIMHHbBIX BEpEeBKax, CBEPHYB HAbOK ronosbl, C
HeeCcTeCTBEHHO rnyboKo NnepexBavyeHHbIMKN B NETNAX weamun. KTo-To 13 nonvuaes HaBecun
Kakgomy Ha rpyab No oaHepKe C HagnMcsMM Ha PYCCKOM U HEMeLKOM A3blkaX. Pbibak He cTan
ynTaTb TEX HAANUCEN, OH BoObLLE CTapancs He rmMageTb Tyaa — nsaTtas, nycras, netnd nyrana
ero. OH gyman, 4To, MOXET, ee OTBSXKYT Aa ybepyT C 3TON BUCENULbI, HO HAKTO U3 NonMuaeB



Aaxke He noAoLlen K Hen.

KaxeTcs, Bce 6Gb110 OKOHYEHO, BO3M€E NOBELLEHHbIX BCTal YacoBOW — MOSI040MN ONTIMHHOLIENN
nonuuanymk B Cepon CyKOHHOM noaaeBke, C HEMELKOM BUHTOBKOW Ha nrieye. OcTarnbHbIX Havyanm
cTponTb. YT06bLI HE MeLwaTb, Pbibak B3oLwwen ¢ MOCTOBOW Ha y3eHbKWI N0 CHEFOM TPOTyap4uK u
CTan Tak, BECb B OXMAaHMM TOro, YTo nocnenyeT ganblie. B mbicnax ero Obina nytaHuya, Tak xe
KaK 1 B YyBCTBaXx, pafoCTb CNaceHns 4YeM-To oMpayanacb, HO OH eLLe He MOTI TOSTIKOM NOHATb YeM.
OnaTtb 3asBuno o cebe npumorkLlee BbINo, HO YNPSAMOe XenaHue Aatb Aepy, NpopBaTbCH B nec.
Ho ans atoro Hago 661510 BbiGpaTb MOMEHT. Tenepb ero yxxe HUYTO TYT HE yaep>KuBarno.
lMonvuan NpuBBLIYHO CTPOUIMCE B KOFIOHHY MO TpU, X Habpanock TyT YenoBekK NaTHaguaTb —
pasHoro cbpona B HOBEHbKMX (POPMEHHbIX LLUMHENAX M NUITOTKAaX, a Takke B nonywyokax,
dydankax, kpacHoapmenckux obHockax. OguH gaxe Obin B KOXXaHKe ¢ 40 nosica obpesaHHon
nonowu. Jltogen Ha ynuvue noYvTu yxxe He OCTarnochb

— N1LWb B CKBEPUKE NOOAANb CTOSNO HECKONBKO NOAPOCTKOB Y C HUMW TOHEHBKNIA, GONE3HEHHOrO
BMAa manbuumiika B OyaeHoske. [onypackpbiB poOT, OH BCE LWMbIran HOCOM U BrNsabiBancy B
BUCENNLY, NOXOXe, YTO-TO Ha Hen ero o3agadmsano. MuHyTy cnycTs OH nanbLem u3 OANHHOIO
pykaBsa ykasan 4yepes ynuuy, n Pbibak, OT HENOBKOCTU NepeaepHyB MreyoMm, LarHyn B CTOPOHY,
4TOObI CKPbITLCA 3a nonuuasamun. Bea rpynna yxxe 3acTbina B CTPOK, C pagoCTHOW
NCMOMHUTENBHOCTbLIO NOAYMHSAACH 3bIYHHOW KOMaHAe cTapLuero, KoTopbli, CKOMaHAoBaB, U cam
obmep B CNagoCTHOM KOMaHAMPCKOM obnagaHuy BnacTblo, HA HEMELKUIA MaHep BbICTaBMB B
CTOPOHbI NOKTW.

— CmMupHo!

[Monuuyawn B KONOHHE BCTPENEHYNUCb N CHOoBa 3amepnu. CTapwmnin noBen no psagam ceuperbiM
CTPOEBbLIM B3rNs40M, NoKa He HAaTKHYIICA UM Ha OANHOKYHO ouUrypy Ha TpoTyape.

— A bl yTO? CTatb B cTpou!

Pbibak Ha MMHYTY cMellancs. 3ta komaHga obHagexvsana n o3agadvisana OgHOBPEMEHHO.
OpHako pasmbIWnATb 6bI10 Hekoraa, OH BbICTPEHBKO COCKOYMIT C TPOTyapa M cTan B XBOCT
KOJTOHHbI, PAOOM C KaKMM-TO BbICOKUM, B YEPHOM YLIaHKe nonuuaemM, HeNpUA3HEHHO
NMOKOCUBLLUMMCSH Ha Hero.

— Warom mapu!

N 370 6bINo 0BLIKHOBEHHO U MPUBbLIYHO. Phibak 6e34yMHO WwarHyn B TakT € ApYrMMu, 1, ecnu 6ol
He NyCTble PyKW, KOTOPblE HEN3BECTHO KyAa Obino AeBaTb, MOXHO 6bi10 6bl nogymaTh, YTO OH
CHOBa B oTpsaAe, cpeaun ceoux. N ecnu 6bl nepea rmasamu He Mmenbkanu cBeTnble obinara u
3amyconeHHble 6eno-ronybble NOBA3KM Ha pyKaBax.

OHM nowwnmn BHM3 NO TOW CaMOM ynuue, N0 KOTOPOW NPULLNK Cloaa, OAHAKO 3TO yXKe Obin
COBEPLUEHHO MHOM NyTb. Ceryac He ObINo YHbIHUA 1 NOAABMEHHOCTU — PAAOM CTpyunach
XMBOCTb, CaMOJO0BOSBbCTBO, YTO, BNPOYEM, N HE yAMBNANO: OH 6bin cpean nobeautenen. Ha
nonroga, AeHb UK 4Yac, HO YyBCTBOBaNu OHKM cebsa oveHb 6oapo, NnogorpeTbie CO3HaAHMEM
COBEPLUEHHOro BO3Me3auMsa Unu, MOXeT, 10 KOHLA UCNONTHEHHOro 40ra; HeKoTopble Bronrosoca
neperoBapuBarucCb, CriblLlannucb CMELLKN, OCTPOTbI, U HUKTO HWU pa3y He OrNsAHyncsa Hasag, Ha
apky. 3aTo Ha HUX Tenepb OrnsabiBanuch Bce. Te, 4To Bpenu ¢ 3Ton akymm BoOMNb obLiapnaHHbIX
CTeH 1 3ab60opoB, C YNPeKoM, CTPaxoM, a TO N HECKPbIBAEMOW HEHABUCTbLIO B MOKPACHEBLUNX OT
Crnes XXeHCKMX rrnasax npoBogunmM MecTeuvkoByHo WarnkKy npegartenei. lNonuuyaes, ogHako, BCe 3TO



HUMarno He Tporano, HaBepHoe, Cka3biBanach NpuBbIYKa, Ha 6ecnpaBHbIX, 3anyraHHbIX NOAEN OHU
npocTo He obpalyany BHUMaHus. Pbibak e co Bce Bo3pacTaloLeri TpeBoron gymar, 4to Hago
cMbiBaTbCA. MoXeT, BOH TaM, Ha NOBOPOTE, NPbIFHYTb 3a U3ropob 1 NpopBaTbCA N3 MecTeuka.
Xopowlo, ecnu 6rmM3Ko oKaxxeTcsa kakon-nnbo ospar unm xoTs Obl KyCTapHUK, a eLle ny4ile nec.
nn ecnu 66l BO ABOpE nonanack nog pyku nowagpb.

[MockpunbiBan cHer Ha gopore, nonuuan cnpasBHO Laranu no-apmMemncky B HOry, pSaoM no y3komy
TPOTyapy Len CTapLnin — KpyTonneymn, MmopaaTtbii My>X4nHa B Tyro noanosiCaHHOW
nonuuenckon wuHenu. Ha 6oky y Hero 6onTancsa HA3KOBATO NOABELUEHHbIN MUMULEACKUIA HaraH B
NnoTEPTOM KOXXaHOW KOBype C MeaHOM NPOTMPKON B Npope3sax. 3a MOCTOM nepeaHue B KONOHHE,
npuaepxas wwar, NPUHANN B CTOPOHY

— KTO-TO TaM exarl HaBCTpeuy, U CTapLUMiA yrpoxaroLle NpUKPUKHyn Ha Hero. 3atem 1 octarnbHble
NOTECHUNNCL B pAAaXx, pasMMHasiCb, — KakoW-TO AsbKa B NYCTbIX PO3BalibHAX HEPACTOPONHO
cAaBan nof camble OKHa BpocLuen B 3emnto n3bywkun. U Peibak Bopyr co Bceto peanbHOCTbHO
npeacTasun: 6PoCUMTLCA B CaHW, BbIXBAaTUTb BOXCKM M Bpe3aTb No Nnowaan — MoXeT 6bl, 1
BbipBancsa. Ho gagpka! Npugepxmeaa Monogoro, HeTEPNENMBOro KOHWKA, TOT Gpocun B3rnsg Ha
MX CTPOEBOro HayaribHUKa 1 BCKO UX KOSTIOHHY, 1 B 3TOM B3rnage ero otpasunach Takas K HUM
HEeHaBUCTb, 4TO Pbibak NoHAN: HeT, ¢ 3TuM He BbInaeT! Ho ¢ kem Toraa Beinget? U TyT ero,
CNOBHO 06YXOM MO rofoBe, OrfyLnna HeoXnaaHHast B TaKylo MUHYTY MbICIb: yamMpaTb Hekyaa.
Mocne aTon nukBmMaaumm — Hekyaa. M3 atoro ctpost goporu k nobery yxe He 6bino.

OT owenomnarLen ACHOCTN 3TOr0 OTKPbITUSE OH COMICA C HOMW, UCMYraHHO NOLCKOYUIT,
nponyckas Lwar, Ho CHoBa nonars He B HOrYy.

— Tbl 4TO? — NpeHebpexunTenbHbiM 6Gacom 6pocun cocea.

— Hwyero.

— MabyTb, 6e3 npuBblykM? Hayumwbcs!

Pbi6ak npomonyan, oT4eTNMBO NOHUMAs, YTO C NOBGEromM NOKOHYEHO, YTO 3TOW NNKBUOALMEN €ro
CKPYTUIN HaZeXHee, YeM PEMEHHOM CYMOHbI0. M XOTH OCTaBUIM B XMBbIX, HO B HEKOTOPOM
OTHOLLEHUU TaKxKe NUKBUANPOBaNu.

[a, Bo3BpaTta K npexHemy Tenepb yxxe He 6blno — OH nornban Bcepbes, HAaCOBCEM U CaMbIM
HeoXxuaaHHbIM obpa3om. Tenepb OH BceM 1 nosctogy Bpar. M, BugHo, camomy cebe Toxe.
PacTtepsiHHbIM 1 03a4a4Y€eHHbIN, OH HE MOT TOJIKOM MOHSATb, Kak 3TO MPOM3O0LLSIO U KTO B TOM
nosuHeH. Hemupbl? BonHa? MNonnuma? OyeHb He XOTenock oka3aTbCHA BMHOBATbIM camomy. [la n B
camMoM fere, B YeM OH 6bin BuHoBaT cam? Pa3Be oH usbpan cebe Takyto cyabby? Vinu oH He
Goponcs o camoro KoHua? [daxe 6onblue n ynopHee, 4em TOT YecTontobmBbin COTHMKOB.
Bnpouewm, B ero Hec4acTbe 6onblue apyrux 6ein BuHoBaT MMeHHO CoTHMKOB. Ecnn Bbl TOT He
3abonen, He noanes nog nynio, He BbIHYAWM CTOMbKO BO3UTbLCA ¢ cobon, Puibak, HaBepHoe, AaBHO
6b1n 6bl B necy. A Tenepb BOT TOMY yxe Bce 6e3pas3nnyHo B NeTrie Ha apke, a KakoBO eMy-TO,
XnBomy!..

B nonHom cmsTeHun, ¢ TymaHHOW NeneHor B co3HaHun Peibak npuwaran ¢ KONIOHHOW K 3HaKOMbIM
BOpOTam nonuvuuun. Ha npocTopHOM ABOpE UX OCTAHOBUIK, NO KOMaHAe BCEX Bpa3 MOBEPHYNN K
Kpbinbuy. Tam yxe cTosann HavdanbHuK, criegoBatens NopTHOB 1 Te ABOE B HEMELIKOM
Xangapmckor gopme. CtapLumin nonuuar rpoMornacHoO AoNOXMA 0 NPUBLITUN, N HaYaINbHUK
NPUANPYMBBLIM B3rNA40M OKUHYIT KOSTOHHY.



— BonbHo! [1BaguaTte MUHYT Nepekyp, — ckasan OH, HallynbiBas rnasamu Poibaka. — Tbl
3arellb KO MHe.

— ECTb! — CxaBLWMCb OT Yero-To HeM3BEeXHOro, YTO BMMIOTHYO MNOACTYNUIO K HEMY, NMPOMONBUI
Pbibak.

Cocep, TONKHyN ero nokTem B GOK.

— ABonb, a He ecTb! [NpuBbIKaTbL HAAO.

«Mowen Tbl K 4epTy!» — BbIpyranca npo cebs Peibak. VI Boobwe nycTb BCe NeTuT K abssony. B
TapTapapbl! HaBekun!

KomaHngy pacnyctunu. PeiGak meTan BOKpYr CMSATEHHbIE B3rnsAbl U HE 3Har, Ha YTO MOXHO
pewunTbca. Monuuan Bo ABope 3arangenu, 3atonkanucb, 6e33nobHO NopyrmBasch, NPUHANNCH
3aKypuBaTb, B BO34yXe MOTSAHYNO CnagknuMm AbIMKOM curapeT. HekoTopble HanpasBunimch B
rnomeLleHne, a OAMH NoLen B yron ABopa K y3Kou gowaton 6yake ¢ AByMsi ABEpPKaAMU Ha
AEepPEBSAHHbIX 3aKkpyTkax. Pbibak 6okom Takke nogancsa Tyaa.

— OW, Tbl kKyaa?

C3agu ¢ 4yTKOW BCTPEBOXEHHOCTLIO B rnasax crosan Crach.

— Cenvac. Ha MuHyTKy.

KaxxeTcs, OH Npom3Hec 3To JOBOSIBHO CMOKOWHO, 3aTamB B cebe CBOV Tenepb €ANHCTBEHHO
BO3MOXHbIV BbIxog,  Ctacb 6ecneyvHo oTBepHyncs. [a, k yeptam! Becex u Bce! Poibak paHyn
CKpUNYyYYyLo ABEPb, 3anepcsi Ha NPOBOMOYHbIN KPHOYOK, B3rnsiHyn BBepX. [10Tonok 6bin HEBbICOKO,
HO NS ero HyXAbl BbICOTbI, BAAUMO, XBaTUT. Mexay HennoTHO HacTNaHHbIX JOCOK BBEPXY
YepHenu NoNocChl TOMNs, 3a NONEPEYNHY NErko MOXHO ObINo NPOCYHYTb peMeHb. Co 3no6HoM
PELLUMMOCTBIO OH pacCTerHyn nonywy6boK n BApYr 3acCTbifl, NOPaXKEeHHbI — Ha BproKax pemMHs He
okasanocb. M kak oH 3abblin, 4TO BYepa nepea TeM, Kak X nocaantb B Noasar, 3TOT peMeEHb
CHANKW y Hero nonuuaun. Pykn ero saameTtanucb No ogexae B nonckax 4yero-Hmbyab noaxogsiero,
HO HUrge HM4ero nogxoasuiero He Obino.

3a neperopoaKon TOMHYIM rysiko NOAOLUBLI, TAry4Ye nNpockpunena ABepb — yxoguna nocrneaHas
BO3MOXHOCTb CBECTW cYeThbl C cyabbon. XoTb 6pocarics BHU3 ronosor! Henpeogonumoe
oT4yasiHMe OXBaTUIIO €ro, OH 3aCToHasn, eaBa NoAaBnss B cebe BHe3anHoe xenaHue 3aBblTb, Kak
cobaka.

Ho 3HakombIV ronoc cHapyxu BepHyn eMy camoobnagaHue.

— Hy, Tb1 gonro Tam? — npokpuyan n3ganu Crace.

— Cuyac, cyac...

— HayvanbcTtBO 30BeT!

KoHe4HO, Ha4anbCTBO HE TEPNUT MEANUTENbHOCTU, K Ha4anbCTBY HAANEXUT ABNATbCS 6erom.
Tem Gonee ecnu pelweHo caenatb Teba nonvuaem. Ewe Byepa oH medtan 06 3Tom Kak o0
cnaceHuun. CerogHs e ocyLleCcTBNeHMe 3TOM MeYTbl 060payunBanoch AN Hero kKatactTpodon.
Pbibak BbICMOpKancs, paccesiHHO Hallynas nyroBuuy, 3acTerHyn nonywy6ok. HaBepHO, HMYero
yXXe He nogenaelwb — TakoBa cyabba. KoBapHas cyabba 3annyTtasLuero Ha BovHe yenoBeka. He
B COCTOSIHUM 4YTO-NMBO NnpuaymaTtb ceryac, OH OTOPOCKN KPHOYOK M, CTapasicb coBnagatb C
paccesHHOCTbIO, Bbilen n3 y6opHoOM.

Ha nopore, HeTepnenueo BbIMMsAbIBas €ro, CTOAN HavarbHUK NONULMK.
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