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Mow cnyra, noBap 1 CNyTHUK NO OXOTE — NOSIECOBLUMK Apmoria Bowes B KOMHaTy, COrHyBLUUCH
noA BsI3aHKOW ApoB, COpPOCKN ee C rPOXOTOM Ha MOof 1 NoAblwan Ha 3amep3Llume nanbLpbl.

— Y, KaKkon BeTep, NaHbl4, Ha ABOpPE, — CKasasn OH, CadACb Ha KOPTOYKM Nepen 3acnoHKon. — HyxHOo
XOpOLLO B rpybke NpoTonuTb. [M03BoNbTE 3ananoyky, NaHbIY.

— 3HauunT, 3aBTpa Ha 3ailueB He nonaem, a? Kak Tbl Aymaelwb, Apmona?

— HeT... He MOXHO... crbiWKnTE, Kakasa 3aBupyxa. 3asu Tenepb NeXuT U — a H1M Myp-Myp... 3aBTpa
W OOHOro crieja He yBuauTe.

Cynbba 3abpocuna MeHs Ha Lenbix LWeCTb MECALEB B rMyxyto AepeByLlKy BonbiHCKOW ryGepHuu,
Ha okpauHy Nonecks, n oxoTa Gbina eQUHCTBEHHBIM MOUM 3aHATUEM N YOOBOSIbCTBUEM.
[Mpu3Hatocb, B TO BpeMs, Koraa MHe npeanoxunn exatb B JEPEBHIO, 1 BOBCE He AyMarn Tak
HecTepnMmo cky4aTtb. H noexan gaxe ¢ pagoctbio. «llonecke... rMylb... TIOHO NPUPOAbLI. ..
NpoCTbl€ HPaBbl... NepPBOOLITHbIE HATYPbI, — AyMan 4, Cuas B BaroHe, — COBCEM HE3HAKOMbI MHE
Hapof, CO CTpaHHbIMK 06bIYasiMn, CBOEOOpPa3HbIM A3bIKOM... U YK, HABEPHO, KAKOE MHOXECTBO
NoaTUYECKNX nerexH, npedaHnin n neceH!» A 4 B To BpeMs (pacckasbiBaTb, TaK BCe
pacckasblBaTb) YK ycnen TUCHYTb B O4HOM ManeHbKOW ra3eTke pacckas ¢ AByms youicTtBaMmu u
O4HMM camoyOuCTBOM M 3HaN TEOPETUYECKN, YTO ANS nucaTenen nonesHo HabngaTb Hpasbl.
Ho... unu nepebpoackme KpecTbsiHe OTNNYANNCh Kakor-TO 0COBEHHON, YNOPHOW
HECOOBLNTENBHOCTBIO, UK S HE YMeN B3ATbCA 3a AeN0, — OTHOLLEHUSA MOU C HUMK
OrpaHN4YMBanmnCb TONbKO TEM, YTO, YBUAEB MEHS, OHU eLle u3ganu CHUManu Lwariku, a
NMOPaBHSABLUMCb CO MHOW, YrptoMO nponsHocunu: «lFam 6yr», 4To 4OMmMKHO OblNo 0603Ha4aTb
«Momoran 6or». Korga e s npoboBan ¢ HAMU pa3roBOPUTLCS, TO OHW MAAENN HA MEHS C
yOuBrieHMeM, oTKasblBanucb NOHUMaTb Camble NPOCTbIe BOMPOCHI 1 BCE NOpbIBANUCh LenoBaTtb y
MEHS PYyKuN — CTapblin 06blval, OCTaBLUMACA OT NOMbCKOro KPENOCTHNYECTBA.

KHWXKN, Kakne y MeHs Gbinn, 9 BCe 04eHb ckopo nepeuntan. OT CKyku — XOTS1 3TO CHavana
Ka3anocb MHe HENPUATHLIM — 9 caenan NonbITKYy NO3HAKOMUTLCS C MECTHOW UHTENNUreHunen B
nvue KceHasa, XuBLLEro 3a NATHaguaTb BePCT, HAXOAMBLLEroCHa NpyU HEM «MaHa OpraHucTa,
MECTHOro ypsaHuKa n KOHTopLyuKa coceiHero UMeHUsi U3 OTCTaBHbIX YHTEP-0(ULIEPOB, HO HUYEro
N3 3TOr0 He BbILLISO.

MoTom 51 npo6oBan 3aHATbLCA NnedeHnem nepebpoackux xutenen. B moem pacnopsxeHun 6binu:
KacTopoBoe Macno, kapbornka, 6opHas kucnoTta, nog. Ho TyT, TOMMMO MOMX CKyOHbIX CBEAEHWUM, S
HaTKHYICA Ha NOMHYI HEBO3MOXHOCTb CTaBUTb ANArHO3bl, MOTOMY YTO NpU3HaKM 6onesHn y Bcex
MOMX naumeHToB Oblny Bceraa ogHn n Te Xe: «B cepéanHe 6onnT» N «HU €CTb, HU NUTb HE MOXY».
MpuxoauTt, Hanpumep, KO MHe cTapasi 6aba. BeiTepeB CO CMyLLEHHBIM BUAOM HOC yKa3aTenbHbIM
nansbuem rnpaBsoKn PyKn, oHa JOCTaeT u3-3a nasyxm napy suu, Npu4yemM Ha CEeKyHOy S BUXY ee
KOPUYHEBYIO KOXY, U KNnageT ux Ha cTon. 3ateM OHa Ha4yMHaeT NOBUTb MOMU PYKU, YTOObI
3anevartneTb Ha HUX nouenyin. A npady pyku n ybexxgato ctapyxy: «[da nonHo, 6abka... octaBb...
S1 HE MOon... MHe 3TO He nonaraeTcs... Yto y Tebs 6onmt?»

— B cepéavHe y meHa 60nuT, naHblvy, B CaMOW YTO HM Ha €CTb CepeanHe, Tak YTO AaxXe HU MUTb,
HW €CTb HE MOXY.

— [aBHo 370 y TEGA caenanock?



— A A 3Hal0? — oTBEYaeT OHa TaKxe BOMPOCOM. — Tak 1 neyeT n neyeT. HM NUTb, HN ECTb HE MOXY.
M ckonbko 9 He Bblocb, 6onee onpeaeneHHbix Npu3HakoB 60Ne3HN He HaXoaNTCS.

— [a Bbl He GecnokonTeChb, — MOCOBETOBAN MHE OAHaXAbl KOHTOPLLUMK U3 YHTEPOB, — CaMu
Bblneyvarcs. lNMprcoxHeT, Kak Ha cobake. A, 4ONOXY BaM, TOMbKO OQHO NlekapCcTBO ynoTpebnsto —
HawaTbIpb. [1pUXOANT KO MHE MYXUK. «YTO Tebe?» — «H, roBopuT, 6onbHONY ... Cenyac xe emy
nof, HOC CKIISAHKY HawaTblpHoro cnupTy. «Hioxan!» HioxaeT... «Hioxau ewe... cunbHee!..»
HioxaerT... «4T0, neruye?» — «Ak 6yaro nonerwano...» — «Hy, Tak n ctynaii c 6orom».

K TOmy Xe MHe NpeTuro 3TO LienoBaHue pykK (a MHble Tak NpaMo nagany B HOrM 1 N30 BCEX CUT
cTpemunucb 06nobbi3atb Mon canoru). 34echb Cka3biBanocb BOBCE HE ABWXEHME NpU3HaTenbHOro
cepaua, a NpocTo oMep3uTenbHasa NpuBbIYKa, NpUBUTas BekaMmu pabctea u Hacunua. M 9 Tonbko
YOUBISANCA TOMY XX€ CaMOMY KOHTOPLUWKY N3 YHTEPOB U YPSAAHWKY, MSAs, C KAKOW HEBO3MYTUMOMW
BaXXHOCTbIO CYIOT OHU B ryBbl MyXrKam CBOW OrpOMHbIE KpacHbIe nanbi. ..

MHe ocTaBarnacbk Tornbko oxoTa. Ho B KOHLe sHBapsi HacTynuna takas noroga, 4to U OXOTUTbCH
CTano HeBO3MOXHO. Kaxxabli 4eHb Ayn CTpaLLHbIA BETEP, @ 3@ HOYb Ha cHery o6pa3oBbiBanca
TBEPAbIA, NbANCTLIV CNOW HacTa, NO KOTOpPOMY 3asiL, npoberan, He ocTaBnaa cnenos. Cnaga
B3arnepTu 1 NPUCIyLLUMBASACh K BOK BETPaA, A TOCKOBarn CTpallHo. [MOHATHO, A yXBaTUIICS C
a4HOCTbIO 3a TaKoe HEBUHHOE pa3BreyeHne, Kak obyyeHne rpamoTe nonecosLmka Apmonsbi.
Havanock 310, BNpo4em, AOBOMbHO OPUTMHANBLHO. A ogHaXabl nucarn NUCbMO 1 BOPYr
MOYYBCTBOBAI, YTO KTO-TO CTOUT 3a Moel cnuHon. O6epHyBLUKCH, 9 yBuaen Apmony,
nogoweaLero, Kak n Bceraa, 6€33By4HO B CBOMX MSATKMX NanTHAX.

- YT0 TEbE, ApMONna? — cnpocun 1.

— [la BOT AMBMIOCH, KakK Bbl nuweTe. BoT 6bl MHe Tak... HeT, HeT... He Tak, KaK Bbl, — CMYLLEHHO
3aTopoOnNUNCs OH, BUAS, Y4TO 1 ynblbatock... — MHe Bbl TONbKO Moe hamunue...

— 3ayem ato Tebe? — yamsuncs s... (Hago 3ameTtuTb, 4To Apmorna cumtaeTca caMmbiM 6eHbIM 1
caMbIM NEHMBLIM MY>XMKOM BO BceM [epebpoae; )anoBaHbe 1 CBOM KPeCTbAHCKMI 3apaboTokK OH
NponuBaeT; TakMX NIMOXUX BONOB, KaK Y HEro, HeT HUrge B OKPECTHOCTU. [10 MOeMy MHEHUIO, eMy-
TO YK H/ B KQKOM Criy4yae He MOrfo noHagobumTbcsa 3HaHWe rpamoThl.) A ewe pas cnpocun ¢
coMHeHuneM: — [Ing yero xe Tebe Hago ymeTb Nnucatb pamunmio?

— A BuguTe, Kakoe 4erno, naHbl4, — 0TBETUN Apmorna HeOBbIKHOBEHHO MSArKO, — HYU OAHOrO
rpamMOTHOro HeT y Hac B AepeBHe. Korga rymary Kakyt Hy>KHO nognucaTb, U B BONOCTU AEerO,
WINW YTO... HUKTO He MOXeT... CTapocTa nevartb TOMbKO KNageT, a caM He 3HaeT, YTO B HeW
Hane4vaTtaHo... To xopowo 6bino 66l Ans Bcex, ecnu 6bl KTO ymen pacnucaTbes.

Takas 3ab6oTnmBoCcTb ApMorbl — 3aBeoMoro 6pakoHbepa, 6ecnevHoro 6poaarun, ¢ MHEHNEM
KOTOPOro HMKOoraa Agaxe He nogyman 6bl cuMTaThCa CENbCKUI CXOA, — Takas 3aboTnnBoCTb ero 06
o6LLeCTBEHHOM MHTepece POAHOro cena noYemy-To pactporana MeHs. A cam npegnoxun gasaTb
emy ypoku. N 4To e aTo Bbina 3a Taxkasa paboTta — BCe MOU MOMbITKA Bbly4UTb €ro
CO3HaTerbHOMY YTEeHWO N NUcbMy! Apmona, 3HaBLUWN B COBEPLLEHCTBE KaXayto TPOMUHKY CBOErO
rneca, YyTb 1 He Kaxgoe OepeBo, YMEBLUMA OPUEHTUPOBATLCH AHEM N HOYbLIO B KAKOM YroHO
MecCTe, pasnuMyaBLUni NO cregamM BCeX OKPECTHbIX BOJIKOB, 3alLEB U NUCUL, — 3TOT cambli Apmona
HWKaK He MOor npeacTaBuTb cebe, novemy, Hanpumep, BykBbl «M» U «a» BMECTe COCTaBnsIoT
«May». OBbIKHOBEHHO HaJ Takoi 3aJayen OH MyYMTeNbHO pasgymbliBan MUHYT AECATb, @ TO U
BonbLue, Npu4yemM ero cMyrioe xygoe nuuo ¢ BnasnbiMy YepHbIMU Fnasamu, Bce ylweallee B



XECTKyI0 YepHyto 6opoay 1 6onbLuMe yCbl, BbipaXkano KpanHiow cTeneHb YMCTBEHHOIO
Hanps>KeHus.

— Hy ckaxu, Apmona, — «ma». [1poCcTO TONbKO CKaXun — «Max, — NpucTasarn s K Hemy. — He rnagu
Ha Bymary, rnagu Ha MeHs, BOT Tak. Hy, roBopu — «may...

Torpga Apmona rny6oko B3gbixar, Knan Ha CTON YKasky U NPOU3HOCUI FTPYCTHO U PELUNTENBHO:
— Her... He mory...

— Kak »ke He MoxeLb? OTOo Xe Bedb Tak nerko. CKaXu npocTo-HanpocTo — «May», BOT Kak A
roBOpIO.

— HerT... He mory, naHbI4... 3a6bin...

Bce meToabl, npuembl 1 cpaBHeHUs pa3buBanncb 06 3Ty YyAOBULLHYO HENOHATANBOCTb. HO
cTpemreHne ApmMonbl K MPOCBELLEHNIO BOBCE He ocnabesaro.

— MHe 6bl TONbKO MO hamunuio! — 3aCTEHYNBO ynpalumBasn OH MeHs. — bonblue HUYero He
HY>HO. Tonbko hamunuio: Apmona Monpyxyk — n 6onbLue HUYero.

OTkasaBLUIMCb OKOHYATENbHO OT MbICIIU Bbly4uUTb €ro pasyMHOMY YTEHUIO N MUCbMY, 9 CTan y4nTb
ero NognucbIBaTbCst MexaHn4eckn. K moemy Benmkomy yaumBneHuto, 3ToT cnocob okasancs
Hanbonee JOCTYNHbIM ApMOore, Tak YTO K KOHLY BTOPOro Mecsilia Mbl y>Ke NoYTM OCUNNN
dhamunumio. Yto e kacaeTcs 40 MMEHWN, TO ero BBnay obneryeHns 3agadm Mol peLLNIM COBCEM
oTOpPOCUTD.

Mo Beuepam, OKOHYMB TOMKY neven, Apmona c HeTeprneHMem JOXnaarncs, korga s no3oBy ero.
— Hy, Apmona, gaBan yuntbCs, — rosopun .

OH 6okom nogxoaun K ctony, o6nokaynBancsa Ha Hero NOKTAMK, NPOCOBbLIBAN MeX4y CBOMMU
YepHbIMU, 3aCKOPY3NbIMK, HECTUBAKOLMMUCS NanbLamMmn Nepo 1 cnpatumBan MeHs, NOAHAB KBEPXY
Oposu:

—MNucatb?

- MNnwmn.

fApmona AoBOMbHO yBEPEHHO YepTun nepeyto 6ykey — «[1» (3Ta GykBa y Hac Hocuna Ha3BaHueE:
«ABa CTOSIKa U CBepXy NepeknagmHar); N0TOM OH CMOTPEN Ha MEHS BOMPOCUTENBHO.

— YT10 X Tbl HE NULIELWbL? 3abbin?

— 3abbin... — gocagnueo kayan ronoson Apmona.

— 3X, kakon TbI! Hy, cTaBb Koneco.

— A-a! Koneco, koneco!.. 3Hato... — oxumBnanca Apmona n ctapaTtensHo pucoBan Ha bymare
BbITSAHYTYIO BBEPX PUrypy, BeCbMa NoXoXyt ovepTaHuamm Ha Kacnuviickoe mope. OKOHUYMBLLN
3TOT TPy, OH HEKOTOPOE BpeMA Mosda noboBancsa nm, HaKNOHSASA rofoBy TO Ha NEBLIN, TO Ha
npasbIn 6OK 1 LWyps rnasa.

— Yro xe Tbl ctan? lNuwu gansLuie.

— lMopoxauTe HeMHOro, NaHbIvy... cenyac.

MuHYTbI ABE OH Pa3MbILLASAN U NOTOM POOKO cnpawumBan:

— Tak xe, kak nepsas?

— BepHo. Mnwm.

Tak mano-nomany mbl Job6panuck 40 nocneaHen BykBbl — «K» (TBEPAbIN 3HAK Mbl OTBEPIrN),
KoTOopas Gbina y Hac M3BeCTHa Kak «narka, a nocpeanHe nasnku KpUByns XBOCTOM HabOK».



— A 4TO BbI AyMaeTe, NaHblvy, — FOBOPUI MHOraa Apmona, OKOHYMB CBOW TPyA U rNsgs Ha Hero ¢
ntoBoBHON ropaoCThiO, — ecnn Bbl MHE eLLe MeCALEB C NSATb UK LWECTb NOyYnTbCA, 1 Obl COBCEM
XopoLuo 3Harn. Kak Bbl ckaxeTte?



Apmona cngen Ha KopTouKkax nepeq 3acroHKOW, nepemMeLlnBas B NeYvke yrornbs, a 8 Xoaun s3ag v
Brepe no AvaroHanu Mmoen KomHatbl. 13 Bcex ABeHaauaTy KOMHaAT OrpOMHOrO NOMeLUNYbEro
Aoma A 3aHMMan ToNbKo ogHY, ObiBLYIO AMBaHHYO. [lpyrne ctosnu 3anepTbiMU Ha KoY, U B HUX
HENOABWXXHO U TOPXKECTBEHHO NfieCHeBeNa CTapuHHasg wrogHas mebenb, ANKOBUHHASA 6poH3a K
noptpeTbl XVIII cTonetus.

BeTtep 3a cteHamn goma Gecuncs, Kak ctapbin 0346Lwmii ronbin AbaBon. B ero peee cnbliwanmnco
CTOHbI, BU3r 1 aukumnm cmex. MeTtenb K Beyepy pacxogunacs ele cunbHee. CHapy»xu KTo-TO
APOCTHO Bpocan B CTEKNa OKOH FOPCTU MENKOro Cyxoro cHera. Heganekuin nec pontan v ryaen c
HenpepbIBHOW, 3aTaeHHOW, IyXOWn Yyrpo30Mn...

BeTep 3abupanca B nycTble KOMHATbI M B NeYHbIEe BOKLWME TpyObl, 1 CTapbli AOM, BECb
pacluaTaHHbIW, AblPSBbIW, NOMypa3BanuUBLLUNNCS, BOPYT OXUBASANCA CTPAHHBIMU 3BYKaMu, K
KOTOpPbIM S NPUCITYLUMBAICSA C HEBONbHOW TPpeBOron. BoT TO4HO B3Q0XHYNO 4TO-TO B ©6enovn 3ane,
B340XHYNO rnyboKo, NpepbIBUCTO, NevanbHo. BoT 3axoaunu u sackpunenu rae-to Aaneko
BbICOXLUME THUMbIE NONOBULbI NOA, YbMMWN-TO TSXKENBIMU U BeCLlyMHbIMY Waramu. Yygutcs MHe
3aTeM, 4YTO pPSAAOM C MOEN KOMHATOW, B KOPUAOPE, KTO-TO OCTOPOXKHO N HACTOMYMBO HaXKMMaEeT Ha
ABEPHYIO PYYKY Y MOTOM, BHE3AMNHO PasbApMBLLNCH, MYMTCS MO BCEMY AOMY, BelleHo noTpsacas
BCEMM CTaBHAMU U ABEPbMU, NN, 3abpaBLunchb B TpyOy, CKYNUT Tak »anobHO, CKY4HO U
HenpepbIBHO, TO NOAHMMAas BCE BbllLE, BCE TOHbLUE CBOW rofnoc, 40 XanobHoro BM3ra, To onyckas
€ro BHM3, A0 3BEPUHOro pblvaHbs. [Mopoto 6or BeCTb 0TKyAa BpbiBanNCs 3TOT CTPALUHbIA FOCTb U B
MO KOMHaTy, npoberan BHe3anHbIM XONOAOM Y MEHs NO CnuHe 1 koneban nnamsa namnbl, TYCKNO
CBeTMBLLEN NoA 3eneHbIM 6yMaxkHbIM, 0BropeBLUNM cBepXy abaxypom.

Ha meHsa Hawno cTpaHHoe, HeonpeaeneHHoe 6ecnokorcTBo. BOT, AymMmanock MHe, CUXy S FyXon
N HEHACTHOW 3MMHEN HOYbIO B BETXOM AOME, Cpean AepPEBHU, 3aTepsaBLUENCS B fiecax u cyrpobax,
B COTHSIX BEPCT OT rOPOACKOW XM3HW, OT 00LEeCTBa, OT XKXEHCKOro cMexa, OT YeroBeYeCKoro
pasroBopa... I HauMHano MHe NpeacTaBnATLCA, YTO roAbl M 4ECATKU NeT OyaeT TAHYTbCs 3TOT
HEeHaCTHbIV Bedep, ByaeT TAHYTbCA BMOTb 4O MOEN CMEPTU, U Tak ke ByaeT peBeTb 3a OKHaMu
BETEp, Tak Xe Tyckno byaeT ropeTb namna nog yoornm seneHoim abaxkypom, Tak Xe TPEBOXHO
Oyay xoauTb S B3a4 v Brnepen no Moer KOMHaTe, Tak e ByaeT CMaeTb OKOSO NeYKN MOonYanmBbiin,
cocpefoTodeHHbIM Apmora — CTpaHHOe, YyXKA0e MHe CyLeCcTBO, paBHOAYLLHOE KO BCEMY Ha
CBETE: U K TOMY, 4YTO Yy HErO JOMa B CEMbE €CTb HeYero, 1 K bylieBaHuto BeTpa, 1 K MOen
HeonpeaeneHHon, pasbegarLen TOCKe.

MHe BOpyr HECTEPMMMO 3aXOTENOCh HAPYLUMUTL 3TO TOMUTENBbHOE MOSYaHNe KakuM-H1Ubyab
nogobuem YyenoBeyeCcKoro ronoca, n 1 CNpocun:

— Kak Tbl gymaelb, Apmona, oTkyga 3To cerogHs Takon Betep?

— BeTep? — oTosBanca Apmona, neHnBo nogsiMas ronosy. — A naHbl4 passe He 3HaeT?

— KoHeu4Ho, He 3Hato. OTKyaa e MHe 3HaTb?

— Wl BnpaBAay, He 3HaeTe? — OXMBUICSa BOopyr Apmona. — 3To 9 BaM CKaxy, — Npogorkan oH C
TavHCTBEHHbIM OTTEHKOM B rofioce, — 9TO S BaM CKaXy: Y BebMaka Hapoaunach, Yn BegbMak
Becernbe crnpasnger.

— Begbmaka — 370 KONAyHbS no-saluemy?



— A TaK, TaK... KONngyHbs.

£ ¢ )XagHOCTbIO HaknHyncs Ha Apmony. «loyem 3HaTb, — AyMan S, — MOXeT ObITb, Ceryac e MHe
yaacTcs BbhKaTb M3 HEMO Kakyto-HUOYab MHTEPECHY0 NCTOPUIO, CBA3AHHYHO C BONLWEBCTBOM, C
3apbITbiMK KNagamMmu, ¢ BOBKyrakaMmn?..»

— Hy, a y Bac 3gecb, Ha lNonecbe, ecTb BeAbMbI? — CNPOCUN 4.

— He 3Hato... MoxeT, ecTb, — OTBETUN ApMoria C NPEXHUM paBHOOYLLUMEM U ONATb HArHysncs K
neyke. — CTapble Noam roBopaT, 4YTo Obinu korga-To... MoxeT, n Henpasaa...

£ cpasy pasoyapoBarncs. XapaktepHon YyepTon Apmorbl Obinia ynopHas HECNOBOOXOTNIMBOCTb, U S
YK He Hagesancsa JobuTtbcsa OT Hero Huyero 6onblue 06 3TOM UHTEpecHOM npeagmeTe. Ho, kK moemy
YOWBIEHWIO, OH BOPYT 3aroBOPUI C NEHMBON HEBPEXKHOCTBLIO U Kak ByaTo 6bl 06palancb He KO
MHe, a K ryeBLlen neyke:

— bbina y Hac neT NaTb TOMy Ha3az Takas BedbMa... TOMbKO ee XNonubl ¢ cena nporHanu!

— Kypna e oHu ee nporHann?

— Kypal.. N3BecTHO, B nec... Kyaa xe ewe? M xaty ee cnomanu, 4tobbl OT TOro NPOKNSATOro Kybna
N WEenoK He ocTanochk... A camy ee BbiBEMNY 3a BbILWHULbI U MO LIee.

— 3a 410 Xe TaK ¢ Hen oboLnmcb?

— Bpepna ot Hee MHOro 6bIN10, ccopunack CoO BCEMMU, 3eNbe NOA XaTbl NognMBana, 3akpyTky Ba3ana
B XuTe... OauH pa3 npocuna oHa y Hallen Mmonoaunubl 3noT (NATHaguaTh Koneek). Ta en roBopur:
«HeT y MmeHs 3n0Ta, oTcTaHby. — «Hy, nobpe, roBoput, byaellb Tbl NOMHUTb, KaK MHE 3110TOr0 He
Aana...» W 4to xe Bbl fymaeTe, NaHblvy: C TEX CaMblX NOP CTano y Mmonoauusl auta 6onetsb.
Boneno, 6oneno, oa n coscem ymepno. BoT Torga xnonubl BegbMaky U NporHanu, NycTb el 04m
NnoBbINas4r...

— Hy, a rge e Tenepb 3Ta BegbMaka? — npogornkan s nobonbITCTBOBATb.

- Begbmaka? — meaneHHO nepecnpocun, no ceoeMy obblIkHOBEHUIO, Apmona. — A 4 3Hato?

— Pa3Be y Hee He ocTanocb B AepeBHe Kakon-HNbyab pogHn?

— HerT, He ocTtanock. [la oHa Yyxas Obina, u3 Kauanok Yn 13 LbiraHok... S ewe ManeHbKum
xnonuem 6bin, KOoraa oHa npuwna K Ham Ha ceno. VM geBoyka ¢ Hen Gbina: AoYvka Unu BHy4Ka. ..
O6eunx nporHanw...

— A Tenepb K HEW pa3Be HUKTO HE XOAWUT: Noragatb Tam UIu 3eMbsa Kakoro-HMbyab NonpocuTb?

— babebl 6eratoT, — npeHebpexnTensHo ypoHun Apmona.

— Ara! 3HauunT, BCce-Takm U3BECTHO, rae OHa XUBET?

— A He 3Hat0... [oBOpAT ntoawn, YTo rae-To okono bucosa Kyta oHa xuBerT... 3HaeTe — 60M10TO, YTO
3a VipuHoBCKMM LnsaxoM. Tak BOT B 9TOM 60noTe oHa U cuauT, TPSCbLS ee maTepu.

«Begbma xuBeT B Kakmx-HMOyab AeCATN BepcTax OT MOEro AoMa... HacTosLwWwas, Xusas,
nonecckasa segbmal» 3Ta MbICnb Cpa3y 3anHTepecoBana u B3BOSIHOBana MeHs.

— Mocnywan, Apmona, — 06paTUNCs A K NONECOBLUMKY, — a Kak Obl MHE C HEN MO3HAKOMMUTbLCS, C
3TON BEObMOW?

— Tbdpy! — cnnoHyn ¢ HerogoBaHuem Apmona. — BoT ewe obpo Hawnw.

— [o6po unu Hegobpo, a A K Helr Bce paBHO noray. Kak ToNbko HEMHOro NOTENSIEET, CenYac xe n
OTNPaBfOCh. Thbl MEHS, KOHEYHO, NPOBOAVLLbL?

Apmony Tak nopasunu nocrnegHue crnoea, YTo OH AaXke BCKOYMN C Nosy.



— A7?! — BOCKNMKHYN OH C HerogoBaHueM. — A 1 HK 3a 4To! [ycTb OHO Tam 6or BegaeT 4To, a s He
nongy.

— Hy BoT, rnynocTu, nongeLus.

— HeT, naHblvy, He NOKAY... HX 3a YTO He noray... YTobbl 9?! — ONSATbL BOCKMMKHYN OH,
OXBaY€HHbI HOBbIM HaMMbIBOM BO3MYLLEHNA. — YToObI 4 nowen 0o Beabmadbero kybna? [da
nycTb MeHs1 6or 60poHUT. N Bam He coBeTYt0, NaHbIY.

— Kak xoyels... a g Bce-Taku novgy. MHe o4eHb nobonbITHO Ha Hee NOCMOTPETb.

— Huyero tam HeT nobonbITHOroO, — Npobypyan ApmMona, ¢ cepauem 3axnonbiBasi NeYHY0 ABEPKY.
Yac cnycTsa, Korga oH, yxxe ybpaB camoBap 1M HanuBLUMCb B TEMHbIX CEHSX Yato, cobupancsa uatm
AOMOW, 51 CNPOCUIT:

— Kak 30ByT 3Ty Begbmy?

— MaHynnuxa, — otBeTun fApmona c rpyboin MpayHOCTbIO.

OH XOTs 1 He BbICKa3blBasn HUKOr4a CBOMX YyBCTB, HO, K&XXETCS, CUMbHO KO MHE npuBsa3arncs;
npuBA3ancs 3a Hawy obLLyt CTpacTb K 0XOTe, 3@ MOe NPoCcToe obpalleHne, 3a NOMOLLb, KOTOPYHO
S1 U3peaKa okasblBan ero Be4HO ronogarLLen ceMbe, a rnaBHblM 06pa3om 3a To, YTO 9 OAMH Ha
BCEM CBETEe He KOpWI ero NbsAHCTBOM, Yero Apmora tepnetb He Mor. [103ToMy MOsi peLunMoCTb
NMO3HaKOMMUTbLCA C Be4bMOW NpuUBEna ero B 0TBpaTUTErNbHOE HACTPOEHNE AyXa, KOTOPOe OH
BbIpa3uIl TONbKO YCUINEHHbIM CONEHNEM [a eLle TeM, YTO, BbINOA Ha KPbINbLO, N3 BCEW CUMbI
yAapun Horon B 6ok cBoto cobaky — Pabumnka. Pabunk oTHasiHHO 3aBU3Xar U OTCKOYNUI B CTOPOHY,
HO TOoT4ac e nobexan Bcnea 3a ApMonou, He nepecTaBasi CKynuTb.



[Ha Yepes Tpu noTenneno. OgHaxabl yTPOM, O4eHb paHo, ApmMona BOLLEN B MO0 KOMHATY U
3aaBuN HeBPEXHO:

— Hy>XXHO pyXbsi NOYNCTUTD, MaHbIY.

— A 4TO0? — cnpocun S, NOTArnMBasCb No4 O4esIOM.

— 3asu HOYbIO CUITbHO NoXoAun: cnegos MHoro. MoxeT, novaem Ha naHoBKy?

A Bugen, 4to Apmorne He TepnnTCcsa cKopee NOMTU B fieC, HO OH CKPbIBAEeT 3TO CTPACTHOE XenaHue
OXOTHWKa NoA HanyCKHbIM paBHogyLwmeM. [lencTtBuTenbHo, B NepeaHen yxxe ctoana ero
OLHOCTBOSIKA, OT KOTOPOW He yulen eLle HM oauH Bekac, HeCMOTpS Ha TO YTO BONM3M Ayna oHa
Oblna ykpalwleHa HECKObKMMW ONIOBSIHHBIMU 3anniatamu, NnosioXXeHHbIMU B TEX MecTax, rae
p>XaByYMHA MU NOPOXOBbIE rasbl MPOENN Xeneso.

EnBa Bonas B nec, Mbl TOTYAaC Xe Hananu Ha 3as4yui cnef: ABe nanku pagom u ase nosaau, ogHa
3a Apyron. 3asy, BbileN Ha JOpOory, NpoLler rno Hen caxxeH ABECTU U caenan ¢ 4oporn orpoOMHbIn
NPbLIKOK B COCHOBbIA MOSNOAHSIK.

- Hy, Tenepb 6yaem ob6xoanTb ero, — ckasan Apmona. — Kak gan cton6a, Tak TyT cenyac u nsxer.
Bbl, naHbiy, naute... — OH 3agymancs, coobpaxkas no KakKmm-1o emy O4HOMY U3BECTHbIM
npuMmeTam, Kyaa MeHsi HanpasuTb. — ...Bbl naute oo ctapon kopumel. A s1 ero oborgy ot
3amnbiHa. Kak Tonbko cobaka ero BbIroHUT, 1 6yay rykatb Bam.

N OH ToTYac ke CKpbINCS, TOYHO HbIPHYI B FYCTYHO Yally Mesikoro KyctapHuka. A npucnyLiancs.
Hu oavH 3BYK He Bblgan ero 6pakoHbEPCKOM NOXOAKM, HM O4HA BETOYKA HE TPECHYMa nog ero
Horamu, o6yTbiMK B NbIKOBbIE MNOCTOSbI.

£ HeTOpONNMBO AoLenN 4O CTapou KOPYMbl — HEXWUITOW, pas3BanmBLLENCS XaTbl, U CTan Ha onyLuKe
XBOWMHOrO fieca, nofg, BbICOKOW COCHOM C NPAMbIM rOfibiIM CTBOSIOM. BbIfio Tak TUX0, Kak TONbKO
OblBaeT B necy 3nmoto B 6e3BeTpeHHbIVi AeHb. HaBuCLLMEe Ha BETBAX MblLHbIE KOMbSI CHera
AaBuUNun UX KHU3y, NpuaaBast UM YyAeCHbIN, NpasaHUYHbI U X0noaHbIM BUA. 1o BpemeHam
cpbiBanach C BepLUMHbI TOHEHbKas BETOYKA, U Ype3BblYaHO ACHO CIbILWArnochb, Kak OHa, nagas, c
nerknm TpeckoMm 3agesana 3a gpyrue setsu. CHer po3oBesn Ha COMHUEe U CUHenN B TeHU. MHou
oBnageno TMxoe o4apoBaHMe 3TOro TOPXKECTBEHHOrO, XONOAHOro 6e3mMonBus, U MHE Ka3anochb,
YTO S YYBCTBYIO, Kak BpeMsi MeaIeHHO 1 6eCLlyMHO NPOXOAUT MUMO MEHS. ..

Baopyr aaneko, B camon yaule, pasgancsa nam Pabunka — xapaktepHbin nan cobaku, ngylien 3a
3BepeM: TOHEHbKUI, 3annBYaTbii 1 HEPBHbIW, MOYTU NepexoasLimMi B BU3r. ToTyac Xe ycnbiwan s
1 ronoc ApmMorbl, KpMYaBLUEro C OXXecToveHneM Beneq cobake: «Y — Obin! Y — 6biin!y, nepsbin
CNor — NPOTSXKHLIM Pe3KNUM hanbLETOM, a BTOPON — OTPbIBUCTON GacOBON HOTOW (51 TONIbKO MHOTO
BpeEMEHM CNyCTH A03HANICH, YTO 3TOT OXOTHUYMNIA NONECCKUN KPUK NPOUCXOOMUT OT rnarona
«ybuBaTtby).

MHe ka3anocb, cyasa No HanpaeneHuto fnasi, 4To cobaka roHUT BNEBO OT MEHS, U 4 TOPOMMBO
nobexan 4Yepes nonsHky, 4Tobbl NnepexBaTnTb 3Bepda. HO He ycnen g caenaTb 1 ABaguaTty LWaros,
Kak OrpOMHbIN CEPbIN 3adL, BbICKOYMI N3-3a NHA U, kak OyATO HE TOPONSCh, 3aNOXMB Ha3ag
ANMMHHBIE YLUX, BICOKAMW, peOKMMW NpbbKkaMu nepebexan yepes Jopory 1 CKpbICs B
mornogHsike. Cneaom 3a HUM CTPEMUTENBHO BbineTen Pabyunk. YBMAEB MeHs, OH criabo MaxHyn
XBOCTOM, TOPOMAMBO KyCHYJ1 HECKONbKO pa3 3ybamu CHer 1 onsTb NorHan 3anua.



Apmona BOpyr Tak ke 6eCLUyMHO BbIHbIPHYI U3 YaLyy.

— YT0 Xe Bbl, NaHbI4, HE CTanu eMy Ha Jopore? — KPUKHYIN OH U YKOPU3HEHHO 3a4MOKar Si3bIKOM.
— [la Beab aaneko 6bino... 6onblue ABYXCOT LIaroB..

Buas moe cmyuwieHne, Apmona cmaryuncs.

— Hy, Huyero... oH oT Hac He yinget. ante Ha VIpuHOBCKUN LWINSAX, — OH cenvac Tyaa BolngeT.

A nowen no HanpaBneHuto VIPUHOBCKOrO LUMsIXa 1 yXXe Yepe3 MUHYThbl ABe YCnbixan, 4To cobaka
ONATb FOHUT rAe-To Heaaneko oT MeHs. OXBayeHHbI OXOTHUYLUM BOSTHEHMEM, A nobexan, aepxa
pYy>Xbe HanepeBec, CKBO3b 'yCTOW KyCTapHUK, loMas BETBU U He obpallast BHUMaHUSA Ha NX
XecTokme yaapsbl. S 6exan Tak 4OBONbHO AOMT0 1 yxKe CTan 3aAablXaTbCs, Kak BAPYr Nan cobaku
npekpatuncs. A nowen Tuwe. MHe ka3anocb, YTo ecnu 4 6yay natmn Bce NpsiMo, TO HENPEMEHHO
BCTpeYycb ¢ Apmonon Ha MpnHosckom wnsaxy. Ho Bckope s ybeguncs, 4To BO Bpems moero bera,
ormbas KyCTbl U MHM 1 COBCEM He Aymasd O Aopore, s 3abnyauncs. Torga 9 Hayan kpuyaTtb
Apmone. OH He oTKnNuKancs.

Mexay Tem MallmHanbHO S Wen Bce danblue, nec peagen noHeMHory, noysa onyckanachb u
CcTaHoBuUNacb koukoBaTomn. Cnen, OTTUCHYTLIN HA CHEry Moen HOron, 6bICTPO TEMHEN 1 HanMBarncs
BOOOW. HeckonbKko pas s yxke nposanuearncs no koneHa. MHe npmuxogunock nepenpbirneatb C
KOYKWM Ha KOYKY; B MOKPbIBABLUEM UX F'YCTOM BYPOM MXY HOMM TOHYNN, TOYHO B MSAFKOM KOBpE.
KycTtapHuk ckopo coBceM OkoH4Yuncs. lNMepeao mHon 6bino 6onblioe Kpyrnoe 60n0To, 3aHECEHHOE
cHerom, ns-nog 6enor neneHbl KOTOPOro Topvanu peakme Kodku. Ha npoTMBONONOXHOM KOHLE
GonoTa, Mexay AepeBbsMu, BbirnaabiBany 6enble CTeHbl KaKOW-TO XaTbl. «BeposiTHO, 3gech
XUBET UPUHOBCKUIN NECHUK, — nogyman . — Hago 3anTn n paccnpocutb y HEro 4opory».

Ho gontn po xatbl 6bIn10 He Tak-To nerko. Kaxxayo MUHYTY 5 yBA3an B TpsicuHe. Canorn mou
Habpanu BoAbl M NPU KaXXgoM Luare rpoMKo XItonanu; CTaHOBUIOCb HEBMOYb TAHYTb MX 3@ COBO0t0.
HakoHey g nepebpanca yepes ato 6010710, B3ob6pancs Ha ManeHbKWi NpUropok 1 Tenepb Mor
XOpOLLO paccMoTpeTb xaTy. ATO Aaxe bbina He xaTa, a MMEHHO CKa3oyHasa n3byLuKa Ha Kypbux
Hoxkax. OHa He Kacanacb NOfIoM 3emnu, a 6bina NOCTPOEHa Ha CBasiX, BEPOATHO, BBUAY
NnonoBoAbs, 3aTONMAKOLWEro BECHOI BeCb VIpuHOBCKMI nec. Ho ogHa CTOpoHa ee OT BpeMEHMU
ocena, 1 3To NpMaaBano M3dyLLKe XpPOMOW M NevanbHbIn BUA. B okHax HegocTaBano HECKOMbKUX
CTEKON; UX 3aMEHMUMMN KaKNe-To rpsi3Hble BETOLLKW, BbiNUpaBLUMECs ropboM Hapyxy.

A Haxkan Ha KNaMKy n oTBopun ABepb. B xaTe 66110 04eHb TEMHO, @ Y MEHS, NOCIEe TOro Kak s
AONro rnagen Ha CHer, Xoaunuv nepeq rnasamu ouoneToBble KPyrn; No3TOMY s OSIF0 HE MOT
pa3obpaTtb, eCTb NN KTO-HNMOYAb B XaTe.

— On, pobpble noan, KTo n3 Bac goma? — CNpocusn s rPOMKO.

Okono neYkn YTo-TO 3aBO3WSOCk. A nogowlen nobnwxe n ysuaan ctapyxy, CUAEBLUYIO Ha Nony.
lMepen Hel nexana orpoMHas Ky4ya KypuHbix nepbeB. CTapyxa 6pana oTAenbHO Kaxaoe nepo,
cavpana c Hero 6opoaky 1 Knana nyx B KOP3uHKY, a CTepXXHM Bpocana Nnpsamo Ha 3eMnio.

«[a Begb 910 — MaHyinnuxa, pUHOBCKas BeAbMa», — MENbKHYNO Y MEHS B rorfioBe, e1Ba s TONbKO
noBHMMaTenbHee Brasgaencsa B crapyxy. Bce yeptol 6abbi-aru, kak ee nsobpaxaet HapOAHbIN
anoc, 6bINM HaNMUO: XyAble WEKW, BTAHYTbIE BHYTPb, NEPEXOAUNN BHU3Y B OCTPbIV, ANNHHbIN
Apa6nbii nogbopoaoK, NOYTH CONPUKACaBLUMINCSA C BUCALLMM BHU3 HOCOM; NPOBanvBLUNACA
6e33y0ObIli poT GecnpecTaHHO ABUrancs, TOYHO NepeXeBbiBas YTO-TO; BblyBETLUME, KOTA4a-TO
ronybble rnasa, XonoAaHble, Kpyrible, BbiMyKIble, C 04EHb KOPOTKMMW KpaCHbIMU BEKaMU, MMSLEnM,



TOYHO rnasa HeBMOaHHOM 3MoBeLLen NTULbI.

— 3apaBcTByi, 6abka! — ckasan 9 kak MOXHO npuseTnueee. — Tebs yxx He MaHynmxon nu 30ByT?
B oTBeT 4TO-TO 3aKNOKOTano 1 3axpuneno B rpyau y ctapyxu; notom ns ee 6e3syboro,
LUaMKatoLLEero pTa BblpBanuncb CTpaHHbIE 3BYKM, TO MOXOXME Ha 3adblXaloLLeecs KapkaHbe CTapou
BOPOHbI, TO BAPYr NepexoausLune B CUNyto obpbiBaroLwyocs puctyny:

— Mpexae, moxeT, 1 MaHynnmxon 3sanu obpble nogu... A Tenepb 30BYT 30BYTKOW, a BENMYatoT
yTkon. Tebe 4To Hago-TO? — cnpocuna oHa HeapyXentobHO 1 He NpekpaLlaa CBOero
04HOO0BpPa3HOro 3aHATHS.

— [a Bort, 6abywka, 3abnyguncs s. MoxeT, y Teba Mmonoko HangeTca?

— HeTt monoka, — cepauTo oTpesana crapyxa. — MHoro Bac no recy xoaur... Bcex He Hanovwb, He
HaKOPMULLb. ..

— Hy, 6abywika, HenackoBas e Tbl 40 rOCTEMN.

— W BepHO, BaTioLwka: coBcemM HenackoBas. PasHOCONOB AN Bac He AepXuM. YcTan — nocuau,
HUKTO Tebs 13 xaTbl He FOHUT. 3HaeLlb, Kak B nocnosuue rosoputca: «lpuxognte K Ham Ha
3aBarnvHKe NocuaeTb, Y Hallero npasgHuka 3BoHa nocnylwaTtb, a o6egaTtb K Bam Mbl U caMmu
poragaemcs». Tak-To BOT...

OTM 060pOThI peun cpasdy ybeamnu MeHs, 4To cTapyxa AeCTBUTENbHO NpULLas B 3TOM Kpae;
30€eCb He NMbAT N He NOHMMAIOT XITeCTKOW, YCHaLLEeHHOW peaKkMn CnoBLamMu peym, KOTOpPon Tak
OXOTHO LeronsaeT kpacHoban-ceBepsHH. Mexay Tem cTapyxa, NpoAomKas MexaHN4eckn CBOK
paboTy, BCce ewle 6opmoTana 4to-To cebe nof HOC, HO BCe TULLE N HEBHATHee. A pa3bupan
TONbKO OTAENbHbIE CMOBA, HE UMEBLLNE MeXay COBoN HMKakou cBaA3n: «BoT Tebe n 6abyLika
MaHyinnumxa... A KTo Takou — HeBe4oMO... JleTa-To Mon He ManeHbkue... Horammn erosur,
CTPEKOYUT, COKOYUT — YMCTasd copoka...»

£l HekoTOpOE BpeMsi MOmnya NpUCHyLLUBArcs, U BHe3anHas MbIClb, YTO Nepeao MHOK
cymacllelas XeHLUMHa, Bbi3Bana y MeHs oLlylieHne 6pesrnmeoro cTpaxa.

OpHako a1 ycnen ocmMoTpeTbca BOKpyr cebs. Bonbuuyio YacTb n3bbl 3aHMMana orpoMHas
obnynuswascs nevka. Obpasos B nepegHeM yriny He 6bino. o cteHam, BMECTO 00bIYHbIX
OXOTHWKOB C 3efeHbIMWN ycamu 1 prmoneToBbiMn cobakaMmm U NOPTPETOB HUKOMY HE BEAOMbIX
reHeparnos, BUCENN MYYKN 3aCyLLUEHHbIX TpaB, CBA3KM CMOPLLEHHbIX KOPELLKOB 1 KyXOHHas nocyaa.
Hu coBbl, HXM YepPHOro KoTa s He 3aMeTuI, HO 3aTO C NeYkn ABa pAbbix CONUAHbLIX CKBOpPLA
rNageny Ha MeHs ¢ yanBrneHHbIM U He4OBEePYNBbLIM BULOM.

— babywka, a BoAbI-TO y Bac, N0 KpanHen mepe, MOXXHO HAaNUTbCA? — CNPOCUIT 1, BO3BbILLAS
ronoc.

— A BOH B KafKe, — KMBHyna rofnioBou ctapyxa.

Bopa oTt3biBana 6onotHon pxasunHon. NMobnarogapus ctapyxy (Ha YTO oHa He obpaTuna Hu
ManenLwiero BHUMaHus1), 9 Cpocun ee, Kak MHe BbIUTU Ha LUMSX.

Ona Bapyr nogHsana ronosy, nornsaena Ha MeHsi NPUCTanbHO CBOMMM XONOAHbIMU, NTUYbUMMU
rnasamu u 3abopmoTtana Toponmneo:

- Wan, ngu... Wan, monopgey, ceoen goporon. Hevero Tyt Tebe genatb. XopoLl rocTb B
rocTuHky... Ctynan, 6aTiowwka, cTynamn. ..

MHe gencTeuTenbHO HUYero Gonblle He OCTaBanoch, Kak yuTn. Ho BApyr MHe NpuULLnO B ronosy
nonbiTaTb NOcneaHee cpeacTBo, YTOObl XOTb HEMHOMO CMSAMYUTbL CYpPOBYIO CTapyxy. S BblHYM 13



KapmaHa HOBbIn cepebpsiHbI YeTBepTaK U NpPoTaHyn ero MaHynnuxe. A He owmnbea: npy Buge
AeHer cTapyxa 3alleBenunach, rnasa ee packpbinuce ewe 6onblue, 1 OHa NOTAHYNack 3a
MOHETON CBOUMM CKPIOYEHHBIMU, Y3NoBaTbIMU, ApOXKaLMMN NanbLamu.
— 9, HeT, 6abka MaHynnuxa, 4apom He aam, — NoAApasHWN s ee, NpsAYa MOHeTyY. — Hy-ka, noraga
MHe.
KopryHeBoe cMopLieHHoe NnLo KonayHbM cobpanocb B He40BOMbHYO rpumacy. OHa, no-
BMANMOMY, konebanacb 1 HepeLnTenbHO rnagena Ha Mo Kynak, rae obinv 3axatbl AeHbrn. Ho
XaOHOCTb B3sina Bepx.
— Hy, Hy, nongem, 4TO Nn, Noraem, — npoLuamkana oHa, ¢ TpyaoM nogbiMasch ¢ nony. — Hukomy s
He BOpPOXY Tenepb, kacaTuk. 3abbina... Ctapa ctana, rnasa He BUAAT. Tonbko Ans Tebs passe.
[epxacb 3a CTeHy, COTpsACasACh Ha KaXaoM Lwary cropbneHHbIM Tenom, oHa nogoLuna K ctony,
pocrtana konogy 6ypbix, pacnyxwmux OT BpeMeHU KapT, cTacoBana ux U NnpuaBuHyna Ko MHe.
— Cbimu-Ka... JleBou py4dkon ceimu... OT cepaua...
MNMonneBaB Ha nanbLpbl, OHAa HaYana packnagblBaTb kabany. KapTel naganu Ha CTon € Takum
3BYKOM, Kak 6yaTo 6bl OHM Bblny CcBansiHbl U3 TeCTa, N yKNaablBanvcb B NPaBUibHYHO
BOCbMUKOHEYHYI0 3Be3ay. Korga nocneaHss kapTa nerna py6allkon BBepX Ha KOpons,
MaHynnunxa npoTsaHyna Ko MHe pyKy.
— MNo3onoTtu, 6apuH xopowwii... Cyactnue 6ygews, 6orat 6yaels. .. — 3anena oHa
NonNpoLUaNHNYECKUM, YACTO LibIrAHCKUM TOHOM.
£ cyHyn e NnpurotoBneHHyto MoHeTy. CTapyxa NpoBOPHO, N0-06e3bsiHbU CnpsaTana ee 3a LLUEKY.
— bonbLuon nHTepec Tebe BbIXOAUT Yepes AanbHIO JOPOry, — Hayana oHa NPUBbLIYHOM
CKOPOroBopkou. — Bctpeyva ¢ 6yO6HOBOM JaMOl U KaKOW-TO NPUATHBIN pa3roBOp B BaXXHOM JOME.
BckopocTu nonyumilb HeoXnaaHHoe nssectune ot Tpedosoro kopons. MagatoT Tebe kakne-To
XNonoThl, @ NOTOM ONSATb NaJatT Kakne-To Hebonblume aeHbrn. byaews B 60nbLION KOMNAHWW,
nbsH 6yaews... He Tak 4ToObl 04eHb CUMBHO, @ BCe-Takun BbIxoanT Tebe Bbinneka. XKn3Hb TBOS
Oynet gonras. Ecnu B wecTtbaecaTt net He ympellb, TO...
Bopyr oHa octaHoBunach, NoAHsNa ronosy, TOYHO K YEeMY-TO NPUCTTYLUNBASACL. A Toxe
HACTOPOXUICSA. Yen-TO KEHCKUIN ronoc, CBEXUIA, 3BOHKUA 1 CUNbHbIW, Nef, Npubnmkaacs K xare.
£ ToXe y3Han cnosa rpaumMo3HO ManopyCcCcKon NeCeHKM!:

Ovi un YBUT, YN He YBUT

KanuHoHbKy 1iomuT.

Ovi 4n COH, YU HE COH

['0/10BOHBKY KITOHUT.
— Hy ngun, nam tenepb, COKONMUK, — TPEBOXHO 3acyeTurnach ctapyxa, OTCTPpaHAs MeHs pyKou OT
ctona. — Hevero Tebe no 4yxum xatam okonadymsartbcs. Mo, kyaa wen...
OHa paxe yxBaTuna MeHs 3a pykaB MOeW KypTKU 1 TAHyna K Asepu. JInuo ee Bbipaxkarno Kakoe-To
3BeprHOE 6EeCrnoKONCTBO.
"onoc, neBwn NecHio, BApyr obopeancs coBceMm H6M3KO OKOMO XaTbl, FPOMKO 3BSIKHYNa
XenesHas KnsaMka, u B npocseTe BbICTPO pacnaxHyBLUEeNnCca ABepU nokadanack pocnas
cMetowascs gesylka. Obenmmn pykamm oHa 6epexHo nogaepxvsana nonocaTbivi NepeaHuK, n3
KOTOPOro BbIrNAAbIBany TPU KPOLLEYHbIE FOMOBKU C KPACHBbIMU LLEVKaMU U YepHbIMKU Bnectawmnmm
rnaseHkamu.



— CmoTpu, 6abyLuka, 396nMKn ONATb 3@ MHOW YBA3anNunCb, — BOCKINMKHYNA OHa, FPOMKO CMesCb, —
NMOCMOTPMU, Kakne cMmeLuHble. .. [onogHble coBceM. A y MeHS, Kak Hapo4yHo, xneba ¢ cobon He
6b1n10.

Ho, yBMaeB MeHs, OHa BAPYr 3aMonyarna u BCrbIXHyna ryctbiM pymsiHueM. Ee Tonkue 4yepHble
OGpoBKN HEOQOBOBHO CABMHYINCD, a rfasa ¢ BONpocoM obpaTnunmncb Ha ctapyxy.

— Bot 6apwuH 3awen... MNMeiTaeT gopory, — nosicHuna crapyxa. — Hy, 6aTiowika, — ¢ peumnTenbHbIM
BMAOM obGepHynacb OHa KO MHe, — ByaeT Tebe npoxnaxgaTtbcsa. Hanmnca Bogmubl, norosopun, aa
nopa n 4yecTtb 3HaTb. Mbl Tebe He kKOMNaHus. ..

— lNocnywan, kpacasuua, — ckasan s AeByLuke. — [lokaxxu MHe, noxanyncra, 4opory Ha
MpurHoBCKUI Wnsx, a To U3 Bawero 605noTa BO BEKM BEKOB He BblbepeLubCs.

HormkHO BbITb, HA HEE NOAENCTBOBAN MKW, NPOCUTENbHBIA TOH, KOTOPLIW S Npuaan 3Tum
cnosaM. OHa 6epexHo nocaguna Ha neyky, psagomM Co CKBopLamm, CBomx 3a6nmnkos, 6pocmna Ha
NaBKy CKUHYTYIO y>Ke KOPOTKYHO CBUTKY M MOS4a BblLLa U3 XaThbl.

A nocneposan 3a Hew.

— JT10 y Teb4a BCe pyyHble NTULbI? — CNPOCUI 1, JOTOHASA AEBYLLKY.

— Pyy4Hble, — oTBETMNA OHA OTPLIBUCTO M AaXe He B3rMNsiHyB Ha MeHsd. — Hy BOT, rnsauTe, —
ckasana oHa, OCTaHaBNMBasAChb Yy NNEeTHA. — Bugurte Tponoyky, BOH, BOH, MeXay COCHaMu-10?
Buonte?

— Buxy...

— WanTte no Heli Bce npsamo. Kak gongete 0o oyboBon konogbl, NoOBEpHETE HaneBo. Tak NpsimMo,
BCe necom, necom u naute. TyT ceryac Bam 1 6yaeT VIpUHOBCKUIA LUNSX.

B TO Bpems korga oHa BbITSHYTOW NPaBOW PYKOW MOKasbiBara MHe HanpasneHue 4oporu,
HeBONbHO 3antobosarncs eto. B Hen He BbINo HMYEro NOXOXEero Ha MECTHbIX «ANBYaTY, Nuua
KOTOpPbIX NOA4 YPOAMBLIMU MNOBA3KaMU, NPUKPbIBAKOLUMMK CBEPXY 106, a CHM3Y pOoT 1 NogGOPOAOK,
HOCAT Takoe ogHoobpa3Hoe, ucnyraHHoe BblpaxeHne. Mos He3HaKOMKa, BbiCOKasi OptoHeTKa net
OKONo ABajuatv — ABaguaTtn NATu, AepXanacb nerko n ctponHo. NpoctopHasa 6enas pybaxa
cB0o6OAHO M KpacuBo obBMBana ee MONoAyto, 300poByto rpyab. OpurnHanbHyo KpacoTy ee nuua,
pas ero yBnaeB, Henb3s 66110 N03abbiTh, HO TPYAHO 6bINO, AaXe NPUBLIKHYB K HEMY, €ro onucarhb.
MpenecTb ero 3aknto4anack B 3Tux 60nbLlunx, 6NecTawmx, TEMHbIX rna3ax, KoTopbiM TOHKUE,
HagnoMneHHble nocpeanHe 6pPoBM NpMaaBany HeYNoBMMbI OTTEHOK NyKaBCTBa, BNACTHOCTU U
HaMBHOCTU; B CMYTI0-PO30BOM TOHE KOXW, B CBOEBOSTIbHOM U3rnbe ryb, n3 KOTopbIX HUXKHAS,
HecKonbko Gonee nonHas, BblgaBanacb Brnepes C peLumnTenbHbIM 1 KanpusHbiM BUAOM.

— Heyxxenu Bbl He BOMTECH XWUTb OAHWM B TAKOW rNyLIN? — CNPOCUN 9, OCTaHOBMUBLLMCH Y 3abopa.
OHa paBHOOYLLHO noXxana nnevyamu.

— Yero xxe Ham BosTbeca? Bonku cioga He 3axogsaT.

— [la pa3Be Bonkun ogHu... CHerom Bac 3aHeCT MOXET, NOXap MOXeT cryunTbes... M mano nn uto
eule. Bbl 3mecb 0gHM, BaM 1 MOMOYb HUKTO He YCrMeeT.

— W cnaea 6ory! — maxHyna oHa npeHebpexutensHo pykon. — Kak 6bl Hac ¢ 6abkon BoBCce B Mokoe
ocCTaBunu, Tak nydwe 6bl 661110, a TO...

— A TO YTO?

— MHoro 6ygeTe 3HaTb, CKOPO COCTapUTECh, — OTpe3ana oHa. — [1a Bbl camu-To KTo byaete? —
crnpocura oHa TPEBOXHO.



£ poragancs, 4To, BEPOSATHO, U CTapyxa 1 3Ta kpacasuua 609TCs Kakmx-H1Mbyab yTECHEHUI CO
CTOPOHbI «NpeaepXXaLlmx», 1 NOCMNeLLnsT ee YCNOKOUTb:

— O! Tel, noxanyincTa, He TPeBOXbCA. A He YPSAAHWK, He Ncapb, He akUU3HbIA, CITIOBOM — Sl
HWKaKoe Ha4anbCTBO.

— Her, BbI NpaBay rosopute?

— [Hato Tebe 4YecTHOe cnoso. En-6ory, 9 camblini NOCTOPOHHMI YenoBek. [MpocTo npuexan cioaa
MOrocTUTb Ha HECKOJSTbKO MecsLeB, a TaM 1 yey. Ecnu xoyellb, 8 faxe HUKOMY He CKaxy, YTo
ObIn 3geck 1 BUAen Bac. Tbl MHE BEPULLIL?

Inuo peByLWKM HEMHOIO NPOACHUITOCH.

— Hy, 3HauuT, KONMb He BpeTe, Tak npaBay rosopute. A Bbl Kak: paHblle 06 Hac crnbiwanu nnm camm
3awnm?

— [la 5 n cam He 3Halo, kKak Tebe ckasdaTtb... CnblWaTb-TO A Cribiwan, NOMOXMUM, U JaXe XoTen
korga-Hnbyab 3abpecTn K BaM, a CerofHs 3allen cnyyanHo — 3abnyauncs... Hy, a Tenepb ckaxu,
yero Bbl ntogent bontecb? YToO OHM Bam 3noro genatot?

Ona nornsgena Ha MeHs1 C UCNbITYOLWUM HegosepueM. Ho coBecTb Yy MeHs Bbina 4yncTta, U 4, He
CMOPIrHyB, BblAepxarn 3ToT NpucTanbHbIn B3rns4. Toraa oHa 3aroBopuna ¢ Bo3pacTarLwmm
BOJIHEHUEM:

— [1noxo Ham OT HMX npuxoauTcs... [pocTble nNoau eLle HUYero, a BOT HavanbCcTBo... MNpuenet
YPSOHUK — TalWwuT, npuegeT cTaHoBOW — TawuT. [la ewle npexae, YeM B3ATb-TO, Haa 6abkon
HagpyraeTcs: Tbl, FOBOPSAT, BebMa, YepTOBKa, KaTopXHuua... 9x! [la 4to n rosoputs!

— A T1eb4 He TporatoT? — copBancs y MeHs1 HEOCTOPOXKHbI BONPOC.

OHa c HagMeHHOW caMOyBEPEHHOCTLIO MOBEria royiloBO CHU3Y BBEPX, W B €€ Cy3UBLUMXCA rnasax
MEITbKHYIO 3110€ TOPXECTBO...

— He Tporatot... OguH pas CyHyncs KO MHe 3emMremep Kakon-To... lNonackatbcs emy, BUANLLb,
3ax0Tenock... Tak, AOMKHO ObITb, 1 A0 CUX NOP He 3abbln, Kak 9 ero npunackana.

B aT1x HacmeLnmBbIX, HO CBOEOOPa3HO ropAbiX CoBax NPO3By4arno CTONbKO rpybon
He3aBUCMMOCTU, YTO S HEBOMbHO nogyman: «OgHako HegapoMm Thl Bblpocria cpeam rnonecckoro
6opa, — ¢ To60oK 1 BNPSAMb ONACHO LLYTUTbY.

— A Mbl pa3Be Tporaem Koro-Hubyab! — npogormkana oHa, NPOHMKaACh KO MHe Bce 6onbLunm
posepueM. — Ham un niogen He Hago. Pa3 B roa TOMNbKO CXOXYy S B MECTEYKO KyNUTb Mbina aa
conu... [la BoT ewe 6abyLuke Yato, — Yari OHa y MeHS MobuT. A TO XOTb Bbl U BOBCE HUKOIO He
BUAOET.

— Hy, a BuxXy, Bbl ¢ 6abyLukon nogen He xanyeTe... A MHe MOXHO Koraa-Hmbyab 3anTh Ha
MUHYTOYKY?

OHa 3acmedanach, U — Kak CTpaHHO, Kak HEOXXUAAaHHO N3MEHUNOCh ee KpacuBoe nuuo! MNpexHen
CYpOBOCTU B HEM U1 Crneja He OCTanocb: OHO BAPYr CAenanochb CBETMbIM, 3aCTEHYMBbLIM, AETCKUM.
— [a uyto y Hac Bam genaTb? Mbl ¢ 6abkon cky4dHble... YTo X, 3axoaute, noxanyn, KON Bbl 1
BNpsMb A00pbIA YenoBek. TONbKO BOT YTO... Bbl XK €CNK KOrAa K Ham 3abpefete, Tak 6e3 pyxbs
nyJuwe. ..

— Tl 6Gonwbea?

— Yero mHe 60aTbca? Huyero s He 6otock. — U B ee ronoce onaTb nocnbiwanack yBepeHHOCTb B
cBoeW cune. — A ToNbKo He Mol A 3Toro. 3avyem 6GUTbL NTalLek UM BOT 3anueB Toxe? Hukomy



OHW XyJO0ro He AenatoT, a XUTb UM XOYETCA TaK e, Kak 1 HaMm € Bamu. A nx nobnto: oHn
MarieHbkue, rnynele Takue... Hy, ogHako, 4O CBMAAHWS, — 3aTOpPOonunach OHa, — He 3Hato, Kak
BENMYaTb-TO Bac No umeHu... botocb, 6abka GpaHnTbCA CTaHeT.

W oHa nerko n 6eicTpo nobexana B xaTy, HaKNoOHWB BHU3 FONIOBY U NpUAEpPXMBasa pykamu
pas3buBLLMecs OT BETpa BOSOCHI.

— MNMocTon, nocton! — kpukHyn 5. — Kak Tebs 30ByT-T0? Y Byaem 3Hakombl Kak criegyer.

OHa ocTtaHoBUNacb Ha MrHoBeHne 1 obepHynachb KO MHe.

— AneHon meHs 30BYyT... [1o-3gewHemy — Onecs.

£ BCKMHYN pyXbe Ha nneyn n nowlen no ykasaHHoOMYy MHe HanpasneHuto. MNoaHaBLmcs Ha
HebOonbLUON XONMUK, OTKYAa HauyMHanach y3kas, eaBa 3aMeTHas fiecHasi TPOMuHKa, S OrNSHYNCS.
KpacHas tobka Onecu, cnerka konebnemasi BeTpom, elle BUAHeNachb Ha KpbifbLe XaThbl,
BblOENASCb APKUM NATHOM Ha ocnenuTensHo-6enomM, poBHOM OOHe CHera.

Yepes 4yac nocne meHsa npuwwen gomon Apmona. Mo ceBoer 06bl4HOM HEOXOTE K Npa3gHoOMY
pasroBoOpy, OH HU CrOBa He CNPOCUI MEHs O TOM, Kak U rae s 3abnyauncsa. OH TONbKO ckasan Kak
O6yaTo 6bl BCKOMb3b:

— Tam... 9 3aiua Ha KyXHI0 3aHec... XapuTb bygem unm nownete KoMy-HMbyab?

— A Bedb Thl HE 3HaelWb, Apmona, rae s Obin cerogHa? — ckasan 4, 3apaHee npeacraensasa cede
yOuBIreHWe rnorecoBLyuKa.

— OT4ero xe MHe He 3HaTb? — rpybo nposopyan Apmona. — MI3BeCTHO, K BeAbMaKkaMm XO4MWMMW. ..
— Kak e Tbl y3Han a10?

— A noyemy xe MHe He y3HaTb? CribiLy, YTO Bbl rofloca He nogaeTe, Hy A 1 BEPHYICA Ha BaL
cnef... 9x, NaHbl-bl4! — NpubaBun OH C YKOPU3HEHHOW Aocadon. — He cnegoBaeT BaMm Taknmm
aenamu saHnmartbces... [pex!..
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BecHa HacTynvna B 3TOM rofly paHHsAS, OpYy)XHasa U — Kak Bcerga Ha [lonecbe — HeoXngaHHas.
Mobexanun No aepeBeHCKUM ynuuam 6ypnmBble, KOPUYHEBBIE, CBEPKAIOLLNE PYyYENKM, CEPANTO
NMEHSICb BOKPYr BCTPEYHbIX KAMEHBLEB M ObICTPO BEPTA LLENKN N FYCUHBIN NyX; B OFPOMHbIX fTy>ax
BOAbI OTpa3unock ronyboe HeGO C NNbIBYLLMMU MO HEMY KPYTbIMUW, TOYHO KpYTALWMMUCS, 6enbiMun
obnakamu; ¢ KpblIL NOCbINANNCb YacTble 3BOHKME kannu. Bopobbu, ctaamm obcbinasLune
NPUOOPOXKHbBIE BETNbI, KpMYanu Tak F[POMKO 1 BO30YXOEHHO, YTO HUYEro Henb3s ObIo
paccnbilwaTth 3a Ux Kpukom. Besge yyBcTBOBanach pafoCTHasA, TOPONMBas TPeBOra XU3HW.
CHer cowuen, oCTaBLUUCH eLle Koe-rae rpsi3HbIMU PbIXITbIMU KNOYKaMy B NIOLUHAX N TEHUCTbIX
nepeneckax. M13-nog Hero BbirnsiHyna obHaxeHHasi, MOKpasi, Tennas 3eMss, OTAOXHyBLUas 3a
31MMY 1 Ternepb NorHasi CBEXUX COKOB, MOSIHAsA Xaxdbl HOBOro MatepuHcTea. Hag yepHbiMu
HMBaMM BUICA NErkuim napok, HanonHSaBLINW BO34YyX 3arnaxoM OTTasiBLUEN 3eMIN, — TEM CBEXUM,
BKpaA4MBbIM U MOTYYUM MbSHBLIM 3araxoM BeCHbI, KOTOPbIM AaXe U B ropoae y3Haellb cpean
COTeH apyrux 3anaxoB. MHe ka3anocbk, 4TO BMeCTe C 3TUM apomMaToM BnuBanacbh B MO OyLUy
BECEHHSS TPYCTb, CNagkas u HeXHas, ucnofiHeHHasa 6€CnoKOMHbIX OXXUAAHUIA U CMYTHbIX
npegyyBCTBUN, — NO3TUYECKAs rPyCTb, AenaroLlasa B BallMX rnasax BCeX XeHLMH XOPOLLIEeHbKUMU
1 Bcerga npunpasneHHas HeonpeaeneHHbIMU CoXaneHNaMmn o NpoLwsibiXx BECHax. Houu ctanu
Tennee; B UX ryCTom BAaXHOM Mpake 4yBCTBOBanacb He3pumas crneluHas TBopyeckas paboTa
npupoael. ..

B T BeceHHue aHn obpa3 Onecu He Bbixoaun n3 moen ronosbl. MHe HpaBMNochb, OCTaBLUMCH
OLHOMY, NeYb, 3aXXMYpUTb rnasa, 4Tobbl Ny4lle cocpeaoTounTbCs, U GecnpecTaHHo Bbi3biBaTh B
CBOEM BOODBpaXKeHUN ee TO CypoBOe, TO NIyKaBOe, TO CUSIOLLEE HEXHON yrbliOKOW Nuuo, ee
MOJSIOZ0€ TEerO, BblpOCLLEE B NPUBOSbE CTApPOro 6opa Tak e CTPOMHO U TakK e MOry4e, Kak
pacTyT MofioAble €MN0YKN, €€ CBEXNI FONOC, C HEOXKMAAHHBIMU HU3KUMK BapxaTHbIMU HOTKaMM. ..
«Bo Bcex ee oBmxeHuaXx, B ee Cnosax, — gyman s, — eCTb 4YTo-To 6naropogHoe (KOHeYHo, B
nyylem CMbICre 3TOro A0BOSILHO MOLLSIONo CroBa), Kakas-To BpOXaeHHas u3sLwHas
YMEPEHHOCTb...» Takxke npmuenekan meHs Kk Onece 1 HEKOTOPbIA OPEOS OKPYXaBLUel ee
TaWHCTBEHHOCTU, CyeBepHasa penyTaunsa Be4bMbl, )XU3Hb B NIECHOM Yalle cpeam 6onoTta u B
0COBEHHOCTM — 3Ta ropAasi yBepeHHOCTb B CBOM CUJflbl, CKBO3UBLLASA B HEMHOIMMX 0BpaLLeHHbIX KO
MHe CnoBax.

HeT Hn4ero mygpeHoro, 4To, Kak TONMbKO HEMHOIO NPOCOXSIN NIECHbIE TPOMUHKK, S OTNPaBUIICH B
n306YyLLKY Ha KypbuX HOXKax. Ha cnydan ecnu 661 noHagobmnocb yCnokonTb BOPUMBYIO CTapyxXy, 9
3axBaTun ¢ coboto NongyHTa Yaro U HECKONbKO NPUrOpLLEH KYCKOB caxapy.

A 3actan o6eunx xeHwmH goma. Ctapyxa BO3unacb OKOSO APKO Nbinaswen neun, a Onecsa npsina
NeH, cnasa Ha OYeHb BbICOKOW CKaMenKe; Koraa s, BXOA4s, CTYKHYN ABEPb, OHa 0b6epHynack, HUTKa
obopBanacb NoA ee pykamu, 1 BEpPETEHO NOKaTUIOCh No Mnosy.

CTtapyxa HekoTopoe BpeMsi BHUMAaTeNbHO 1 CepanTo BrsabliBanachk B MEHS, CMOPLUUBLLUCH U
3aCnoHANA NULO NagoHbIo OT Xapa NeYku.

— 3apascTtByi, 6abyca! — ckasan g rpomkum, 60apbIM ronocom. — He y3Haelb, AOMKHO ObITb,
MeHs? [ToMHULWb, 1 B NPOLLNOM MecsLe 3axoann nNpo 4opory cnpawmveaTth? Tel MHe ewle ragana?
— Hnuero He nomHI0, 6aTioWwKa, — 3allamkana crtapyxa, HeAOBOSbHO TPSICA FOfIOBOM, — HAYEro He
NOMHI0. M 4TO Tbl y HAac No3abbin — HUKaK He nonmy. YTo mbl Tebe 3a komnaHna? Mel noam



npocTble, cepble... Hevero Tebe y Hac genatb. Jlec Benuk, eCTb MeCTo, rae pasonuTUCh... TaK-TO...
OwenomneHHbIn Hentobe3HbIM NPUEMOM, S COBCEM NOTEPANCA U OYYTUICA B TOM FyrNoM
NONoXeHnn, Koraa He 3Haellb, YTo AenaTb: 06paTuTb N rpyboCTb B LWYTKY, UK CAaMOMY
paccepanTbCs, UK, HAaKOHEL,, He CKa3aB HW CrioBa, MOBEPHYTLCA U YIUTU Ha3ag. HeBOMbHO 4
noBepHyncsa ¢ 6ecnoMoLHbIM BblpaxeHnem k Onece. OHa YyTb-4yTb yNbIOHYNacb C OTTEHKOM
HEe3mnon HacMeLUKX, BCTana 13-3a Npsanku n NoaoLuna K cTapyxe.

— He 6oiica, 6abka, — ckazana oHa NPUMMUPUTENBHO, — 3TO HE NTUXOWN YEeNnoBeK, OH HaM XyA0ro He
caenaet. MunocTn npocum cagnTtbes, — NpubaBuna oHa, ykasbiBas MHE Ha NaBKy B NepegHem
yrny un He obpawiasa 6onee BHMMaHUS Ha BOPKOTHIO CTapyXxu.

O6oapeHHbI ee BHUMaHWEM, S Aorafarncs BblABUHYTb Camoe pelumTenbHOe CpeacTBo.

— Kakas xe Tbl cepgutas, 6abycs... YyTb roctu Ha nopor, a Tbl cenvac u 6paHuLbes. A g 6bIno
Tebe rocTnHUy NpuHec, — ckasan s, JocTaBasi U3 CyMKU CBOU CBEPTKM.

Crapyxa 6pocmna 6bICTpbIli B3rnsg Ha CBEPTKM, HO TOTYAC XKe OTBEPHYNACh K MEYKe.

— Hukakmx MHe TBOMX FOCTMHLEB HE HY>XHO, — MpOBOpYarna oHa, 0OXXeCTOYeHHO pasrpebas
KoYeprou yronbs. — 3HaeM Mbl ToXe rocten aTux. Cnepsa 6e3 Mbina B AyLly nesyT, a NOTOM. ..
Uto y Tebs B Kyne4dke-10? — Bapyr obepHynacb oHa KO MHe.

A TOTHaC Xe Bpy4mn en Yar 1 caxap. ATo NOAENCTBOBAsIO Ha CTapyXy CMsaryawLmm obpasom, u
XOTS1 OHa W NpoAos»Kana Bop4atb, HO yXKe He B MPEXHEM, HEMPUMUPUMOM TOHE.

Onecs cena onATb 3a NPSAXY, a 1 MOMECTUICSA OKOSI0 Hee Ha HU3KOW, KOPOTKOM N OYEHb LLIATKON
ckameeuke. Jleson pykor Onecs BbICTpO cyynna 6enyto, MArkyto, Kak LeskK, Kyaernb, a B NpaBou y
Hee C NErknum XyxokaHneMm KpyTurocb BepeTeHo, KOTOpPoe OHa TO nyckarna nagatb NoYTu 4o
3emMnu, TO NOBKO NoAxBaTtbiBana ero n KOPOTKUM ABMXKEHMEM NanbLUeB ONATb 3acTaBnsana
BepTeTbCcsa. JTa paboTta, Takas NpocTas Ha NepBbln B3rns4, HO, B CYLLHOCTH, TpebytoLwas
OrPOMHOr0, MHOrOBEKOBOIO HaBblKa M JTOBKOCTU, TaK M Kunena B ee pykax. HeBonbHO s oGpaTtun
BHMMaHME Ha 3TN PyKn: OHW 3arpybenn n novyepHenu ot paboTbl, HO OblNM HEBENNKM 1 Takon
KpacuBor oopMbl, 4TO MM No3aBmaoBanu 66l MHOrMe 6raroBoCNUTaHHbIE AEBULbI.

— A BOT Bbl MHE TOrga He ckasanu, YTo Bam 6abka ragana, — npousHecna Onecs. U, Bugs, 4Tto s
onacnuneo obepHyrnca Ha3ag, oHa npubasuna: — H1yero, HAYEro, OHa HEMHOrO Ha yXxo Tyra, He
ycnbiwmnT. OHa TONMbKO MOW rofloc XOpoLlo pasbupaer.

- Ja, rapana. A 4to?

— [a Tak cebe... [MpocTo cnpawwmsato... A Bbl BEPUTE? — KMHYSA OHa Ha MEHS YKPaL KON ObICTPbIN
B3rnsa.

- Yemy? Tomy, 4to TBOSA 6abka MHe ragana, unu soobuye?

— Her, BoOGLWWeE. ..

— Kak cka3atb, BepHee ByaeT, 4TO He Beplo, a BCe-Takn noyem 3Hatb? [[0BOPSAT, ObIBAIOT cnyyaw...
[axe B yMHbIX KHUrax o6 HMx Hane4artaHo. A BOT ToMy, 4To TBOS 6abka roBopuna, Tak COBCEM He
Bepto. Tak n nobas 6aba aepeBeHckas cymeeT NOBOPOXMUTD.

Onecs ynbibHynace.

— [a, ato npaBaa, 4TO OHa Tenepb nnoxo ragaet. Ctapa ctana, Aa n 6ouTtcs oHa 0YeHb. A 4TO
BaM KapTbl ckasanu?

— Hnyero nHTepecHoro He 6bi510. A Tenepb N He NOMHI0. YTO 06bIKHOBEHHO rOBOPAT: AanbHANA
popora, TpedoBbIi MHTEpEC... A 1 no3abbin gaxe.



— [a, pa, nnoxasa oHa ctana Bopoxka. Cnosa MHorve nosabbina ot ctapocTtu... Kyga x en? a un
onacaeTcs oHa. Pa3Be TONMbKO AeHbrv yBUAUT, TaK COrnacuTcs.

— Yero xe oHa 6outca?

— M3BecTHO Yero, — HavyanbcTBa BouTca... YpAagHuK npueaeT, Tak 3aBcerga rposuT: «5, rosopuT,
Tebs BO BCAKOE BPeEMS MOry ynpsitaTtb. Tbl 3HaeLLb, FOBOPUT, YTO Bawemy 6paTty 3a 4apoaencTBo
nonaraetca? Ccblnka B KAaTOpxHyto paboTy, 6e3 cpoky, Ha CokonuHbIn ocTpoBy». Kak Bbl AymaeTe,
BpPET OH 3TO UM HeT?

— HeT, BpaTb OH He BpeT; AENCTBUTENBHO 3a 3TO YTO-TO NONaraeTcs, HO YXXe He Tak CTPaLLHO...
Hy, a Tel, Onecs, ymeelb ragatb?

OHa kak 6yaTo 6bl HEMHOMO 3amsnach, HO BCErO NULLb HA MIHOBEHME.

—lapato... Tonbko He 3a geHbrun, — gobasumna oHa NOCNEeLLHO.

— MoxeT 6bITb, Tbl U MHE KMHELLb KapTbl?

— HeT, — TMX0, HO pelnTensHO OTBETUNA OHa, NoKa4vas rofioBON.

— MNMoyemy xe Tbl He xo4vewb? Hy, He Tenepb, Tak koraa-HMbyap nocre... MHe noYemy-To KaxeTcs,
YTO Tbl MHE NMpaBAy CKaXeLlb.

— HeTt. He ctaHy. Hu 3a 4TO He cTaHy.

— Hy, yx 910 Hexopowo, Onecs. Pagu nepBoro 3HakOMCTBa Herb3s 0TKasblBaTb... [loyemMy Tbl He
cornacHa?

— MoTomy 4TO 51 Ha Bac yxe 6pocana KapTbl, B ApYyron pa3 Henb3s...

— Henb3a? Otyero xe? A aTOro He NOHMMalO.

— HerT, HeT, Henb3s... Henb3s... — 3alwenTana oHa ¢ cyeBepHbiM cTpaxoM. — Cyabby Henb3sa ABa
pasa nbitaTb... He rogutcs... OHa y3HaeT, nogcnywaer... Cyapba He nobuT, Koraa ee
crnpawmsatoT. OTTOro BCce BOPOXKUN HECHACTHbBIE.

A xoten otBeTUTL Onece kakon-HNBYAb LYTKOW U HE MOT: CAIMLLKOM MHOIO UCKPEHHErO
ybexaeHus 6bino B ee cnoBax, Tak YTO Aaxe, Koraa oHa, ynoMsiHyB npo cyabby, co CTpaHHOn
60SA3HbI0 OrnsHynachb Ha ABepb, A HEBOSIbHO MOBTOPUIT 3TO ABWXEHME.

— Hy, ecnu He xo4elwb MHe Noragatb, Tak pacckaxu, 4To y Tebs Toraa BbIWNo? — nonpocun 4.
Oneca Bapyr 6pocuna npsnky u NPUTPOHYyNacb PyKOW K MOEWN pPyKe.

— Her... Ilydwe He Hago, — ckasarna oHa, U ee rnasa npuHsnM yMonsioLLe-AeTCKOe BblpaXeHue. —
Moxanywncta, He npocuTte... Hexopoluo Bam BbIWIO... He npocute ny4we...

Ho a npogomkan HactamBaTtb. A He Mor pa3obpaTb: Obin N1 ee 0TKa3 U TEMHbIE HAMEKUN Ha
cyab0y HaurpaHHbIM NPUEMOM ragarnku, UM oHa AeNCTBUTENbHO caMa Bepuna B TO, O YeM
roBopuna, Ho MHe CTano Kak-To He no cebe, MOYTH XyTKO.

— Hy xopouo, 9, noxanyi, ckaxy, — cornacunacb HakoHel, Onecs. — Tonbko cMoTpuTe, yroBop
nyJlle geHer: He CepauTbCs, eCnv Bam YTO He NOHPaBUTCA. BbIWNo Bam BOT YTO: YENOBEK Bbl
X0Ts1 M 4o6pbil, HO ToNbKO cnabbii... [JobpoTa Bawwa He xopowas, He cepaeyvHasi. Cnosy Bbl
CBOeMy He rocnoavH. Hag noabmu niobute Bepx 6patb, a camMn UM XOTS U He XOTUTE, HO
noguynHaeTecb. BuHo niobute, a Takxke... Hy aa Bce paBHO, roBOpUTb, TaK yXe BCe MO NOPSAKY...
o Hawen cecTpbl 6ONBHO OXO4YN, N Yepe3 3TO BaM MHOrO B XM3HK ByaeT 3na... [leHbramu Bbl He
AOPOXUTE N KOMUTb UX He ymeeTe — BoraTbiM HUKOraa He 6yaete... [oBopuTb AanbLue?

— ['oBopu, rosopu! Bce, 4To 3HaeLwb, rosopu!



— Janblue BbIWO, YTO XN3Hb Bawa byaeT HeBecenad. HMKoro Bbl cepauem He nonobute, noTomy
4YTO cepaue Yy Bac XonogHoe, NeHnBoe, a Tem, KoTopble Bac ByayT ntobuTb, Bbl MHOIO rops
npuHeceTe. Hukorga Bbl HE XXEHUTECh, Tak XONOCTbIM 1 YyMmpeTe. PagocTten Bam B Xn3Hu 60nbLunx
He BygeT, HO ByaeT MHOro CKyKW 1 TAroThl... HactaHeT Takoe Bpems, YTo pyku camu Ha cebs
HanNoOXnTb 3axoTuTe... Takoe y Bac Aeno o4Ho BblaeT... Ho TONbKO He MocMeeTe, Tak CHeceTe...
CunbHyto Hyxay 6yaete TepneTb, O4HAKO NOA KOHEL, XXM3HU cyabba Balla nepemMeHnTcsa yepes
CMepTb Kakoro-To 65nM3koro Bam YenoBeka 1 COBCEM A5l BAaC HEOXMAaHHO. TonbKo BCe 3TO ByaeT
elle Yepes MHOro feT, a BOT B 3TOM rofy... S He 3Hato, XK Koraa UMEHHO, — KapTbl FOBOPAT, YTO
O4YeHb CKOpPO... MoxeT 6bITb, faXe U B 9TOM Mecsle. ..

— Y10 )€ cny4nTcAa B 3TOM rogy? — CNpocun s, Korga oHa onsiTb OCTaHOBMNACh.

— [a yx 6otock gaxe roBopuTb ganblue. lNagaet Bam 6onbLuas noboBb CO CTOPOHbLI KAKOW-TO
TpedoBoM AamMbl. BOT TONbKO He MOry JoragatbCs, 3aMy>XHAS OHa MW AeBYLUKa, a 3Hal0, YTO C
TEMHbIMW BOSIOCaMM. ..

A HeBONbHO Gpocun BbICTpbI B3rNag Ha ronosy Onecw.

— Y70 BbI CMOTPUTE? — NOKPaACcHena BAPYr OHa, NOYYBCTBOBAB MOW B3rnsig C NOHMMaHNEM,
CBOWCTBEHHbIM HEKOTOPbIM XeHLMHaM. — Hy aa, Bpoge Mouvx, — npogosikana oHa, MalmnHansHo
nonpaensas BONOChI U ewe 6onbLue KpacHes.

— Tak Tbl roBopuwb — 6onbliasa TpedoBas NoboBb? — WYTU S.

— He cmenTechb, He Hago CMeATbLCA, — CEPbE3HO, MOYTU CTporo, 3ameTuna Onecq. — A Bam Bce
TONMbKO NpaBsay roBopio.

— Hy xopowo, He 6yay, He Byay. YTo xe ganbe?

— Nanbuwe... Ox! Hexopolwo BbIxoguT aTon TpedoBon game, Xyxe cmepTu. [o3op oHa Yepes Bac
OonbLIOK NPMMET, TaKOW, YTO BO BCHO M3Hb 3a0bITb HEMbL3S, NeYanb gonrasa en BoixoguT... A Bam
B €€ NnnaHeTe HUYEro AypHOro He BbIXOANT.

— MNocnywan, Onecs, a He mornu Ny Tebs kapTbl 06MaHyTL? 3advem xe A byay TpedoBon Aame
CTONbKO HENpuUATHOCTEN aenatb? Yenosek S TUXUA, CKPOMHBIW, a Tbl CTOSIbKO CTPaxoB Npo MeHS
Harosopuna.

— Hy, y aToro g He 3Hato. []a 1 BbILWNO-TO TakK, YTO HE Bbl 3TO CAeNaeTe, — He HAPOYHO, 3HAYUT, a
TONbKO Yepes Bac BcA aTa 6efa crpsicetcd... BoTt korga mom cnosa cbyayTcs, Bbl MeHs Torga
BCMOMHUTE.

— W Bce aT0 Tebe kapTbl ckasann, Oneca?

OHa oTBeTMNa He cpasy, YKIOHYMBO M Kak 6yaTo Obl HEOXOTHO:

— W kapTbl... [a g 1 6e3 HMX y3Hat MHOro, BOT XOTb Obl N0 nuuy. Ecnn, Hanpumep, KOTopbI
YenoBeK LOMKEH CKOPO HEXOPOLLEN CMEPTLIO YMEPETb, A 3TO Cceryac y Hero Ha nvue npo4dnTato,
Aaxe roBOpuUTb MHE C HUM HE HYXHO.

— Y70 Xe Tbl BUAWLL Yy HEro B nuue?

— [a a n cama He 3Hat. CTpalHO MHe BAPYr cAenaeTcs, TOYHO OH HEXMBOW Nepeao MHOW CTOUT.
BoTt xoTb y 6abyLikmn cnpocuTe, OHa BaM CKaXkeT, 4To A npasay roBopto. Tpomm, MenbHNK, B
nosanpowsnom rogy y cebst Ha MnMHe yaaBuscs, a 9 ero ToNbKo 3a ABa AHS nepen Tem Buaena u
TOoraa e ckasana 6abywke: «Bot nocmoTtpu, 6abycs, 4to Tpohum Ha OHAX OYPHOW CMEPTbIO
ympeT». Tak OHO M BbILWO. A Ha NpoLUsble CBATKM 3allen K Ham KOHOoKpag Awka, npocun 6abyLuky
noragatb. babylwka pa3noxuna Ha Hero KapTbl, CTana BOPOXUTb. A OH LIYTSA cnpawwmBaeT: «Thbl



MHe ckaxkun, 6abka, Kakor 1 CMepTbio YMpY?» A cam cmeeTcs. A Kak nornagena Ha Hero, Tak U1
NoLLEeBENbHYTHCHA HE MOTY: BUXY, CUANT AKOB, a NULIO Y HEro MepTBOe, 3ereHoe... [nasa
3aKpbIThbl, @ rydbl YepHble... [oTom, Yepes Heaento, CrbILWMM, YTO NoNManun My>xukn Akosa, korga
OH fowafewn xoten cBecTu... Bcio HoYb ero 6unu... 3nomn y Hac HapoA 34eckb, 6e3)XanoCTHbIN... B
NSATKW rBO34M eMy 3aKkonoTunu, nepebunu konesamm Bce pedpa; a K yTpy U3 Hero n gyx BOH.

— OTyero xe Tbl emMy He ckasana, 4To ero 6ega xget?

— A 3a4yem roBoputb? — Bo3pasuna Onecs. — YUto y cyabbbl NONoXeHO, passe OT 3TOro yoexuub?
Tonbko 6bl NOHaNpacHy YenoBek CBOW NocrnegHue AHW TPeBOXMUICS. .. [la MHe 1 camol ragko, 4To
1 TaK BUXY, cama cebe 5 NpoTMBHA AenarocCh... TOMNbKO YTO X? JTO BeAb Y MEHs OT CyabObl.
Babka mos, korga nomonoxe 6bina, ToxXe cMepTb y3HaBana, U Mo MaTb TOXe, U 6abkMHa maTb —
3TO He OT Hac... 3TO B HaLlen KpoBU Tak.

OHa nepectana npAcTb U cugerna, HU3KO OryCTUB rofoBY, TUXO MOMOXWUB PYKU BOOIMb KOneH. B ee
HEeMNoABMXHO OCTaHOBUBLLMXCSA rnasax ¢ paclUMpUBLUMMUCS 3padkaMy OTPa3unIics Kakomn-To
TEMHbIN YXac, Kakas-TO HEBOJbHasA NOKOPHOCTb TAUHCTBEHHBLIM CUITaM U CBEPXbECTECTBEHHbBIM
3HaHUAM, OCEHABLUMM €€ ayLlly.
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B o970 Bpems cTtapyxa pasocTnana Ha CTorne YACToe NOSOTEHLE C BbILWNTBIMU KOHLAMN K
nocTtasuna Ha Hero AbIMSALWLMACS rOPLUOK.

— Wan yxnHatb, Onecs, — no3sana oHa BHYYKY W Nocrne MMHYTHOro konebaxusa npnbasmna,
obpaLlasacb KO MHE, — MOXET ObITb, M Bbl, FOCNOANH, C HAMK OTKyLaeTe? MuUnocTn Npocum...
TonbKo HEBaXHbIE Y HAC KyLlaHbA-TO, CYNoB HE BapuM, a NPOCTO KPYMHUYOK MOMEBOMN. ..

Henb3sa ckasatb, 4To6bI €e npurnaleHme oT3blBanocb 0COBEHHON HACTOMYMBOCTBIO, U S YXKe
ObIN0 X0Ten oTkasaTbCs OT Hero, Ho Onecsi, B CBOK ovepedb, Nonpocuna MeHs C Takon MUION
NMPOCTOTOM U C TAKOW NacKOBOW ynblGKON, YTO 51 NoHeBone cornacuncda. OHa cama Hanuna MHe
MOSHYIO TapesnKy KpymnHuKa — Noxnebku 13 rpeqyHeBOr Kpyrbl C carnom, IyKoM, kapTodenem u
Kypuuen — 4pesBblHanHO BKYCHOrO 1 NMTaATENbHOro KylwaHbs. Cagack 3a cton, Hu 6abyluka, Hu
BHYYKa HE NEPEKPECTUNNCL. 3a YXXMHOM 51 HE nepecTaBan HabngaTb 3a 06enmn XeHwmHamu,
NOTOMY 4TO, MO Moemy rinybokomy ybexaeHuto, KOTopoe S U 40 CUX NOP COXPaHso, HUrae
YerioBeK He BbICKa3blBaeTCs Tak ACHO, Kak BO Bpems efbl. CTapyxa rnotana KpyrnHuk ¢
TOPONSIMBOW XXaJHOCTbIO, FPOMKO YaBKasi M 3annxmBas B POT OFPOMHbIE KyCKn xrneba, Tak 4To nog,
ee opabnbiMu LWekamun B3gyBanucb 1 aspuranncb 6onbive rynn. Y Onecu gaxe B MaHepe ecTb
Oblna Kakas-To BPOXAEHHAsA NOPSAOYHOCTb.

CnycTa 4yac nocne yxuHa s NPOCTUNCS C X035aKaMu U30YLLIKWU Ha KypbUX HOXKaX.

— XoTuTe, 5 BaC NpOBOXY HEMHOXKO? — npeanoxuna Onecs.

— Kakne Takme npoBoabl ewe Bblgymana! — cepauTo npoliamMkana crapyxa. — He cuantca tebe Ha
MecTe, CTPeKo3a. ..

Ho Onecs yxe HakuHyna Ha ronoBy KpacHbIA KalleMupoBbI NaTok 1 BAPYr, nogbexas K
6abyLwike, obHANA ee 1 3BOHKO Nouenosana.

— Babywka! Munas, goporas, 30n0Tas... 9 TOMbKO Ha MUHYTOYKY, cenvac 1 Ha3ag.

— Hy nagHo, yx nagHo, BepyeHas, — cnabo otbmBanack OT Hee cTapyxa. — Bbl, rocnoauH, He
obeccyabTe: COBCEM Aypoyka OHa Y MEHS.

[Mpongs y3kyto TPOMUHKY, Mbl BbILLNW Ha NTECHYIO JOPOrY, YEPHYHO OT rPSA3n, BCIO UCTOMTAHHYHO
cnegamu KonbiT U 360POXKAEHHYHO KONEeAMU, NOSIHbIMW BOAbI, B KOTOPOKM OTpaXKarncs noxap
BeyepHen 3apn. Mbl WNn 0604NHOM AOPOrK, CNOLWb NOKPbLITON BYpPbIMM NPOLLAOrOAHUMMU
NNCTbAMMU, eLle He BbICOXLIMMU rnocrne cHera. Koe-rae ckBo3b MX MEPTBYIO XXeNTU3HY noAbiManu
CBOW NUIOBbIE FOMIOBKU KPYMHbIE KONOKOMBbYMKN «CHa» — NepBoro useTka Nonecos.

— Mocnywan, Onecs, — Hayan s, — MHe O4YeHb Xo4eTcHa cnpocuTb Tebs koe 0 Yem, aa A 60tCb, YTO
Tbl paccepaunibes... Ckaxu MHe, NpaBay Nv roBop4AT, YTo TBOst 6abka... Kak Obl aTO
BbIpa3nTbCA?..

— KonayHba? — cnokonHo nomorna mHe Onecs.

— Her... He kongyHbs... — 3amanca 4. — Hy aa, ecnm xoyewsb — KonayHbs... KoHeYHo, Beab Mano
nv yTo BonTaloT... [Noyemy e NPOCTO-HANPOCTO He 3HaTb Kakux-HNMOyaAb Tpas, CPeacTs,
3aroBopoB?.. Bnpoyewm, ecnu Tebe 310 HEMPUATHO, Thl MOXELLb HE OTBEYaTb.

— HerT, oTyero xe, — oTo3Banacb oHa npocTo, — YTO X TYT HenpuaTHoro? [la, oHa, npaeaa,
KongyHbs. Ho Tonbko Tenepb OHa cTana crtapa U yX He MOXeT AenaTb TOoro, Y4To genana paHblue.
— Y10 Xe oHa ymena genatb? — nonobonbITCTBOBAN .



— PasHoe. Jleuntb ymena, ot 3yboB nonb3oBana, pyay 3aroBapusana, 0OT4yMTbiBana, €Cnm Koro
GeweHas cobaka yKycuT unu ames, Knagpl ykasbiBana... Aa BCEro n He Nepeyncnmilb.

— 3Haewb 4T0, Onecsa?.. Tbl MEHSI U3BUHW, a 1 BeAb 3TOMY BCeMy He Bepto. Hy, 6yab co MHOM
OTKPOBEHHA, A Tebs HUKOMY He BblaaM: BeOb BCE 3TO — O4HO NPUTBOPCTBO, YTOObI TOMBKO Niogen
MOPOYUTBL?

OHa paBHOOYLLHO noXxana nnevyamu.

— OymanTe, kak xotute. KoHeyHo, 6aby aepeBeHCKy0 0OMOPOYNTL HAYEro He CTOUT, HO Bac Bbl 5
He cTana obmaHbIBaTh.

— 3HauunT, Tbl TBEPAO BEPULLD KONMAOBCTBY?

— [la kak >xe MHe He BepuTb? Beab y Hac B poay Yapsbl... A n cama MHOroe ymeto.

— Onecs, ronybywka... Ecnun 6bl Tbl 3Hana, Kak MHe 3TO MHTEPECHO... Heyxxenu Tbl MHE HUYEro He
nokaxetwub?

— OTyero xe, Nokaxy, ecrnv XxoTuTe, — C rOTOBHOCTbLIO cornacunacek Onecad. — Cenyac xenaete?
— [a, ecnu MOXHO, cenyac.

— A 6osaTbcsa He ByaeTe?

— Hy BoT rnynoctu. Houbto, MOXeT BbITb, 6051cs Obl, @ Tenepsb eLLe CBeTo.

— Xopouwo. [late MHe pykKy.

A nosnHoBancs. Oneca 6bICTPO 3acyyunna pykaB MOEro nasnbTo U pacCTerHyna 3anoHKy y
MaHXeTKWN, NOTOM AocTana u3 CBoero kapmaHa HebonbLUIOn, BepLuKa B TPU, PUHCKNIA HOXNMK 1
BblHYysa €ro 13 KOXXaHoro 4yexna.

— Y10 TbI XO4eLWb AenaTb? — CNPoOCuUn s, YyBCTBYS, Kak BO MHe LLUEBENbHYNOCb NOANIEHbKOE
onaceHwue.

— A BOT cenvac... Beab Bbl e ckasanu, 4to He ByaeTte 6osTbes!

Baopyr pyka ee caenana egsa 3aMeTHOE ferkoe ABMXKEHUE, U A OLLYTU B MAKOTU PYKW, HEMHOIO
BblLL€ TOro MecTa, rae wynawT nyrnbc, pasgpaxatollee NpUKoOCHOBEHME OCTPOoro nessus. KposBb
TOTYaC e BbICTynuna BO BCIO LUMPUHY Nopesa, Nonuack No pyke 1 YacTbIMU KanasiMy 3akanana
Ha 3emnio. A eaBa yaepkancst oT Toro, YTobbl HE KPUKHYTb, HO, KaXkeTcs, nobneaHen.

— He GonTtecsb, xuBbl OCTaHeTEChb, — yCMexHynacb Onecs.

OHa kpenko obxBaTuna pykor MO PYKY MOBbILE PaHbl U, HA3KO CKITOHUBLLMCH K HEWN NLIOM,
cTana ObICTpOo WwenTaTb YTO-TO, 064aBasd MOK KOXY ropsavymMmMm NpepbIiBUCTbIM AblxaHueM. Koraa xe
Oneca BbinpaMunach 1 pas)ana cBov nanblbl, TO Ha NOPAaHEHHOM MeCTe OcTanacb TOSbKO
KpacHas uapanuHa.

— Hy ut0? [loBONbHO C Bac? — ¢ nykaBon ynbIGKoOn cnpocuna oHa, npsdya CBON HOXKK. — XOTUTe
eule?

— KoHeuHo, xo4y. Tonbko, ecnun 6bl MOXHO BbINo, HE Tak YK CTpaLHO U 6e3 KpoBONPONUTUS,
noXxanymucra.

— YT0 GBI BaMm Takoe nokasaTtb? — 3agymanacb oHa. — Hy XOTb pa3Be 3T0 BOT: ngute Bnepeau
MEHs1 Mo gopore... Tonbko, cMOTpUTe, He obopaymMBanTECh Ha3ag,.

— A 91O He ByaeT cTpalHO? — cnpocun S, ctapadcb 6ecneyvHor ynblbkor NPUKpbITe 6093nMBoe
OXMAaHue HeNPUATHOrO Coprnpumaa.

— Her, HeT... MNycTakun... NauTe.



A nowen Bnepen, oMeHb 3aNHTEPECOBAHHbLIN OMbITOM, YyBCTBYS 3a CBOEN CMUHON HAMNPSHKEHHbIN
B3rnag Onecu. Ho, npongsa okono AsaguaTu Wwaros, S BAPYr CMOTKHYCA HA COBCEM POBHOM
MecCTe U ynasn HUYKOM.

- Wawnte, naute! — sakpmnyana Onecs. — He o6opaymBantecs! 310 HUYero, 4o cBagbbbl 3aXMBET. ..
Hepxutech kpende 3a 3emrto, korga byagerte nagatb.

A nowen ganslwe. Ewe gecatb waros, U 8 BTOPUYHO PacTAHYIICA BO BECb POCT.

Onecs rpomko 3axoxoTarna v 3axsionana B nagoLuun.

— Hy 4t0? [10BOMbHbI? — KpUKHYNa OHa, cBepkasa cBomMn 6enbimmn 3ybamn. — Bepute Tenepb?
Hwuuero, Hu4yero!.. lNonetenu He BBEPX, a BHU3.

— Kak Tbl 370 caenana? — ¢ yauBneHueM Crnpocuin s, oTPAXMBasiCb OT MPUCTaBLUNX K MOEWN ogexae
BETOYEK U CYXUX TPABUHOK. — OTO He ceKkpeT?

— BoBce He cekpeT. S Bam € yaOBONbCTBMEM paccKkaxy. Tonbko 6OKCh, YTO, NOXanyin, Bbl HE
noviveTe... He cymeto 9 06bACHUTD. ..

A nencTBMTENBHO HE COBCEM NOHAN ee. Ho, ecnu He owmnbatocb, 3TOT cBoeobpasHbIi OKyC
COCTOMT B TOM, YTO OHa, nas 3a MHOK CrneJoM Luar 3a Lwarom, Hora B HOry, U HEOTCTYNHO rnsaaa
Ha MeHs, B TO Xe BpeMsl cTapaeTcs nogpaxaTb KaxgoMmy, camoMy ManenwemMy MOeM OBUXKEHUIO,
Tak ckasaTb, OTOXEeCTBNsieT cebsa co MHOt. [ponaa Takmm 06pa3om HECKONBbKO LIaros, OHa
Ha4yMHaeT MbICNEHHO BoOBpaXkaTb Ha HEKOTOPOM PaCCTOSIHUM BNEPEAnN MEHS BEPEBKY,
NPOTAHYTYIO NOMNepek JOPOrv Ha apLUnH OT 3emMnu. B Ty MUHYTY, KOorga s 4OMKEH NPUKOCHYTLCSA
HOrom K aTon Boobpaxaemown BepeBke, Onecsa Bapyr Aenaet nagatowiee ABUXKEHUe, u Torga, no
ee CrnoBam, cambli KPenknin YenoBek JOMKEH HENPEMEHHO yNacTb... TONBKO MHOIMO BpeMeH!
cnycTa 9 BCnoMHun cobusumBoe ob6bsicHeHne Onecu, korga untan otyeT goktopa LWapko o6
onbiTax, NPO3BeAEHHbIX UM Hag ABYMS naumeHTkamun Canbnetpuepa, npodeccuoHarnbHbIMU
KOnayHbaAMW, cTpagaswmmmn nctepmnei. M s 6bin odeHb yanBneH, y3Has, 4To opaHLy3ckme
KonayHbW 13 NpocToHapoabs npuberanu B NOAOOHbIX CRyYasax COBEPLUEHHO K TOWN e CHOPOBKE,
KaKyto nyckana B X0 XOpoLUeHbKasa nonecckas seabma.

— O! A ewwe mHoro yero ymeto, — camoyBepeHHo 3aasuna Onecs. — Hanpumep, a1 Mory HarHatb Ha
BacC cTpax.

— YT0 31O 3HAUUT?

— Cagenato Tak, 4To BaM CTpallHO ctaHeT. CuguTe Bbl, Hanpumep, y cebsa B komHaTe Be4EpPOM, U
BOPYr Ha Bac HauWZeT HU C TOro HU C Cero Takown CTpax, YTo Bbl 3aPOXUTE U OrMSIHYTLCA He
nocmeeTe. TONbKO AN 3TOr0 MHE HY>KHO 3HaTb, M€ Bbl XUBETE, N paHbLLe BUAETH Bally KOMHATY.
— Hy, y>x 9T0 coBcem nNpocTo, — ycoMHUIcs 1. — lNogonaellb K OKHY, NOCTY4YULLb, KPUKHELLb YTO-
HNOYAab.

— O Her, HeT... A 6yay B necy B 370 BpeMs, HUKyAa U3 xaTbl He Bbliay... Ho s 6yay cugetb u Bce
AymaTb, YTO BOT S UAY NO ynuue, BXOXY B Ball JOM, OTBOPSIIO ABEPU, BXOXY B Ballly KOMHATY...
Bbl cugute roe-Hnbyab. .. Hy XOTb y CTOMa... A NOAKPaAbIiBalOCh K BaM C3a4M TUXOHBKO. .. Bbl MEHS
He CnblluTe... S XBaTal Bac 3a NiieYo pykamu 1 HaumHa AaBUTb... BCE Kpenye, Kpenye,
Kpen4e... a cama sy Ha Bac... BOT Tak — CMOTpUTE...

Ee ToHkne GpoBu BAPYr CABMHYNNUCH, FNasa B YNOp OCTAHOBUIIUCb HA MHE C FPO3HbIM U
NPUTArMBaIOLUM BblpaXXeHNeM, 3padvku yBennynnucb U nocnuHenu. MHe Totyac e BCOMHUIach
BMAeHHast MHO B MockBe, B TpeTbsKOBCKOM ranepee, ronosa Meaysbl — paboTa yX He NOMHI0



Kakoro xygoxHuka. [log aTum npuctanbHbiM, CTPaHHbIM B3rns40M MeHS OXBaTuU XOJTOAHbIN yXKac
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOIO.

— Hy nonHo, nonHo, Onecs... 6yaeT, — ckazan s ¢ genaHHbiM cMmexoM. — MHe ropasgo 6onbLue
HpaBuTcH, Korga Tbl ynblbaellbcs, — Toraa y Tebsa takoe Mmunoe, 4eTckoe nuuo.

Mbl nownu ganbwe. MHe Bopyr BCNOMHUNACh BbIPA3UTENbHOCTb U Aaxe AN NPOCTON AEBYLUKU
n3biCKaHHOCTb dpa3s B pasrosBope Onecu, 1 g ckasan:

— 3Haewb, 4TO MeHa yamenseT B Tebe, Oneca? BoT Tbl Bbipocna B fieCy, HUKOrO HE BUAABLUW. ..
UuTaTtb Thbl, KOHEYHO, TOXXE MHOIO HEe Morna...

— [la s BOBCE He ymelo 1 YnTaTb-To.

— Hy, Tem Gonee... A mexay Tem Tbl Tak XOPOLLO FrOBOPULLb, HE XY>Xe HacTosLen 6apbILHN.
Ckaxu MHe, oTkyaa y Teba a1o? lNoHnmaeLwb, 0 Yem S cnpalumsaro?

— [a, noHnmato. 310 Bce OT 6abyLwiku... Bbl He rnaanTe, 4TO OHa Takas ¢ Buay. Y! Kakas oHa
ymHasa! BoTt, moxeT 6bITb, OHa 1 Npy Bac pasroBoputcs, koraa nobonblie npmBbIKHET... OHa Bce
3HaeT, Hy NPOCTO BCe Ha CBeTe, MPOo YTO HY cnpocullb. [paBaa, noctapena oHa Teneps.

— 3HaunT, OHa MHOro Buaena Ha csoem Beky? OTKkyaa oHa pogom? [oe oHa paHbLue xuna?
KaxeTcs, aTu Bonpocsl He noHpasunuck Onece. OHa oTBeTuna He cpasy, YKIOHYMBO U HEOXOTHO:
— He 3Hato... [1a oHa 06 aTom 1 He NbuT roBopuTb. ECnn e koraa n ckaxket 4To, TO Bceraa
npocut 3abbiTb U HEe BCNOMMUHATL GonbLe... Hy, ogHako, MHe nopa, — 3atoponunacek Onecs, —
6abywka 6ynet cepautbca. [1o cBuaaHbs... NMpocTute, MMEHN Ballero He 3Hato.

£ HasBarncs.

— WBaH TumodpeeBny? Hy, BoT n otnnyHo. Tak go ceugaHbs, MBaH Tumodeesny! He Gpesrynte
Hallen xaToun, 3axoauTe.

Ha npolaHbe s npoTsiHYN en pyKy, U ee ManeHbKas Kperkas pyka OTBeTuna MHe CUMbHbIM,
APYXXECKUM MoXaTuem.



VI

C aTOro gHA 4 ctan 4acTtbiM roctemM B U3byLuKe Ha KypbuX HOXKaxX. Kaxablv pas, korga s
npuxoaun, Onecs BcTpevana MeHsi C CBOUM NPUBbIYHBLIM CAEPXXaHHbIM JOCTOMHCTBOM. Ho
Bcerga, no nepBoMy HEBOSILHOMY ABWXXEHUIO, KOTOPOE OHa Aernana, yBuaeB MeHs, 4 3ameyart, 4To
OHa pagyeTcs moemy npuxogy. Ctapyxa no-npexHemMy He nepectaBana dypyaTtb 4YTO-TO cebe nopg
HOC, HO ABHOroO HefobpoXXenaTenbCTBa He Bblpaxkana bnarogaps HEBUAMMOMY NSt MEHS, HO
HECOMHEHHOMY 3aCTYNHUYECTBY BHYYKWN; Takke HeManoe BnusiHue B 6n1aroTBOPHOM AN MEHS
CMbICNe OKa3sblBanu NpMHOCUMbIE MHOI KOe-Koraa nogapku: To Tennblv nnaTtok, To 6aHka
BapeHbs, TO ByTbifika BULLHEBOW HanuBkK. Y Hac ¢ Onecen, TOMHO No 6e3amonBHOMY 0600aHOMY
yroBopy, BOLO B OObIKHOBEHME, YTO OHA MEHS NpoBoXana 4o VIpUHOBCKOro wnsaxa, koraa s
yxoamn oMon. M Bceraa y Hac B 3TO BpeMS 3aBs3blBariCA TakOM XUBOW, UHTEPECHbLIN pa3rosop,
4yTO Mbl 06a cTapanucb NOHEBOSE NPOANUTL AOPOrY, MAS KaK MOXHO TULe 6€3MONBHbIMU
necHeiMu onywkamu. floas ao MpMHOBCKOro wnsixa, s ee npoBoXan obpaTtHO ¢ NoNBepCThl, U
BCe-Takn, npexzae Yem nNpocTUTbCS, Mbl eLle JONro pasroBapusarnu, CToA nog naxyy4nmMm HaBeCcom
COCHOBBbIX BETBEW.

He ogHa kpacota Onecu MeHsi B HEl 04apoBbLIBana, HO Takke U ee uernbHas, camobbiTHas,
cBobogHasa HaTypa, ee yM, OAHOBPEMEHHO SICHbIN N OKYTaHHbIN HENOKONEOMbIM
HacneacTBEHHbIM CyeBepueM, AETCKU HEBUHHBIN, HO U HE NULLEHHbIN NyKaBOro KOKeTCTBa
KpacuBom xeHwmHbl. OHa He ycTaBana MeHs paccnpawmneatb nogpobHo 060 BCeM, YTO 3aHMMano
1 BOMHOBAIo ee NepBOObLITHOE, ApKkoe BoObpaXeHme: 0 CTpaHax u Hapoaax, 06 ABNeHUsIX
npupoabl, 06 yCTPONCTBE 3EMNN U BCENEHHON, 06 yYeHbIX Nogsax, o 6onbwmx ropogax... MHoroe
el Ka3anocb yanBUTENbHbIM, CKAa304HbIM, HENpaBaonogobHbIM. Ho 1 ¢ camoro HavYana Hawero
3HAKOMCTBa B35S C HEO TakoW Cepbe3Hbl, NCKPEHHUI N NPOCTON TOH, YTO OHA OXOTHO
npyHMMana Ha 6eCKOHTPONbHYO BEPY BCE MOU pacckasbl. IHorga, 3aTpyaHssCb OObACHUTD el
YTO-HMOYAb, CAINLLKOM, NO MOEMY MHEHWIO, HEMOHATHOE AN1A ee NOoMyAMKapCKOn ronoBbl (a MHOWM
pa3 u camoMy MHe He COBCEM SICHOE), 1 BO3paXkas Ha ee afHble Bonpockl: «Buanwe nu... A He
cymeto Tebe aToro pacckasatb... Tbl HE MOMMELLb MEHS».

Torga oHa NpuHUManacb MeHst YMONSTb:

— HeT, noxanyncta, noxanymncra, 8 noctapatch... Bbl XOTb Kak-HNUOYAb CKaXMUTE... XOTb U
HEMOHSATHO. ..

OHa npuHyxgana MeHsa NyckaTbCs B YyAOBULLHbIE CPAaBHEHUS, B CaMble Oep3Kue NpumMmepsl, 1
ecnun A 3aTpyAHANCS NoAbiCKaTb BblpaXXeHWe, OHa cama nomMorasna MHe LenbiM 4oX4em
HeTepnenuBbIX BOMPOCOB, BpoAde TeX, KOTOpble Mbl Npeafiaraem 3amke, MyuYnTeribHO 3acTpsiBLIeMY
Ha ogHOM cnoBe. M 0encTBUTENBHO, B KOHLE KOHLOB €€ rmMbKuiA, NOABWKHbBIA YM U CBEXEE
BOOOpaxeHne TOpXXeCTBOBaNu Hag MOMM negarornyeckum 6eccunmem. A noHesone yoexaancs,
4YTO ONS CBOEW cpeabl, Asi CBOEro BOCNUTaHus (Unu, BepHee ckasaTb, OTCYTCTBUA €ro) oHa
obnagana n3ymmTenbHbIMU CNOCOBHOCTAMM.

OpHaxapbl 1 BCKONb3b YNOMsiHY 4YTO-TO Npo [eTepbypr. Onecsa ToTyac xe 3anHTepecoBanach:

— YT0 Takoe MNeTtepbypr? Mecteuko?

— HeT, 370 He MeCcTeuKO; 3TO camblin BONbLLOK PYCCKUIA ropos.

— Cambiin 6onbLuon? Cambli, camblid, YTO HM Ha ecTb? U Bonblue ero HeTy? — HaMBHO NpucTana
OHa KO MHe.



—Hy pa... Tam Bce rnaBHO€e Ha4anbCTBO XMBET... rocnoga bonbLume... [loma Tam BCe KaMEHHbIE,
AepeBSAHHbIX HET.

— YX, KOHEeYHo, ropasao 6onblue Hawer CtenaHn? — yBepeHHo cnpocuna Onecs.

— O pa... HeMHOXKO nobonbLue... Tak, pa3 B NATLCOT. TaM Takme eCTb JOMa, B KOTOPbIX B KaXX40M
Hapoay *uBeT BABoe 6onbLue, Yem Bo Bcer CTenaHu.

— Ax, 6oxe mon! Kakne xe aTo goma? — no4tun B ucnyre cnpocuna Onecs.

MHe npuwnock, N0 06bIKHOBEHMIO, NPUBErHYTb K CPABHEHUIO.

— YXacHble goma. B naTb, B WeCTb, a TO U ceMb 3Taxen. Buanwib BOT Ty COCHY?

— Camyto 6onbLuyto? Buxy.

— Tak BOT Takue BbicokMe goma. /1 ceepxy OHU3Y HabuTbl nogbmun. XKnByT 3TK Noam B
ManeHbKMUX KOHypKaX, TOYHO MTULbl B KNeTKaX, YernoBeK Mo AeCATU B KaXKOOW, Tak YTO BCEM U
BO3yXy-TO He XxBaTaeT. A Apyrue BHU3Y XUBYT, NOA CaMOW 3eMIIeN, B CbIPOCTU U XOJ0A4E;
crny4aeTcs, YTo conHua y cebsa B KOMHaTe Kpyriblii rog He BUaAaT.

— Hy, yx 5 6 HK 32 4TO He NpOMeHsna CBOero fneca Ha Ball ropog, — ckadana Onecs, nokayas
ronoson. — A n B CtenaHb-To npuay Ha 6asap, Tak MHe NPOTUBHO caenaeTcs. TONKarTcs, LWyMAT,
OpaHaTca... M Takaa MeHsa Tocka BO3bMET 3a ecom, — Tak 6bl 6pocuna Bce n 6e3 ornagku
nobexana... bor ¢ HUMm, ¢ ropogom BalMMm, He cTana 6bl 8 TaM XWUTb HUKOrAa.

— Hy, a ecnu TBOM Myx BygeT u3 ropoga? — cnpocun 9 ¢ Nerkon ynblGKomn.

Ee 6poBu Haxmypunucbe, U TOHKME HO3APW APOrHYnu.

— BoT ewwe! — ckazana oHa ¢ npeHebpexeHnem. — Hnkakoro MHe My>a He Hago.

— OTO Tbl TENEPb TOMBLKO TakK roBopuLlb, Onecs. [1oyTn BCce AEBYLLUKM TO e camoe roBOPST U BCe
Xe 3aMyx BbIxogaT. oaoxan HEMHOro: BCTPETULLILCS C KeM-HUBYAb, Nonbullb — Toraa He
TOMbKO B rOpOA, a Ha Kpan cBeTa C HUM novjellb.

— AX, HeT, HeT... noxanywncra, He 6ygem 06 aToM, — 4OCaANMBO OTMaxHynack oHa. — Hy k yemy
3TOT pasrosop?.. [1powy Bac, He Hafo.

— Kakas Tbl cmewwHas, Onecs. Heyxenu Tbl AyMaellb, YTO HAKOrAA B XKWU3HW He NONobuLLb
MyX4umHy? Tbl — Takast Monogas, kpacmeas, cunbHada. Ecnu B Tebe KpoBb 3aropuTcs, TO YK TyT He
A0 3apokoB byaer.

— Hy 410 X — 1 nonto6nto! — cBepkHyB rnasamu, ¢ BbI3oBoM oTBeTuna Onecs. — CnpawmBaTtbCsa HA
y KOro He Byay...

— Ctano 6bITb, 1 3amyX nongellb, — NOAAPA3HNN S.

— OTO Bbl, MOXET ObITb, NPO LEEPKOBb rOBOPUTE? — Aoraganacb OHa.

— KoHeu4Ho, npo uepkoBb... CBALEHHMK BOKPYT aHanost OyaeT BoanTb, AbAKOH 3anoeT «/cana
NUKyn», Ha ronoBy Tebe HageHyT BeHel...

Oneca onycTtuna Beku 1 co cnabon ynbiGKon oTpuLaTenbHO Nnokayana rorioBow.

— HerT, rony6uuk... MoxeT ObITb, BaM 1 HE NOHPABUTCS, YTO A CKaxy, a TONbKO Y Hac B po4y HUKTO
He BeHYancs: u matb 1 6abka 6e3 aToro NpoXxunu... Ham B LEpPKOBb U 3aXOAUTL-TO HEMb3A. ..

— Bce n3-3a kongoscTBa Bawlero?

emy

— Onecs... Munas... NoBepb MHe, 4TO Tbl cama cebst obmaHbiBaelwsb. .. Beab 310 AMKO, 3TO
CMELLHO, YTO Tbl FOBOPULLb.



Ha nuue Onecu onsiTb Nokasanoch yxxe 3aMedYeHHOe MHOK OAHaX bl CTPaHHOE BblpaXXeHue
y6exgeHHON 1 MpadYHOM MOKOPHOCTU CBOEMY TaMHCTBEHHOMY NpeaHa3HaYeHMIo.

OH

Hero

W kaxxabln pa3 Hal pa3roBop, e4Ba KOCHYBLUUCH 3TOW HEOObIYaHOW TeMbI, KOHYancsa NoAo6HbIM
o6pasom. HanpacHo 4 ncrowlan Bce AOCTYMHble NOHMMaHuo Onecu 4OBOAbI, HAaNPacHO roBOpun B
NpocTon hopme O NMMHOTMU3ME, O BHYLUEHUN, O AOKTOpax-ncmxmarpax n o6 nHONMCKux akmpax,
HanpacHo cTapancs o6bACHUTb el PUNONOTMYECKUM NYyTEM HEKOTOPbIE U3 €€ ONbITOB, XOTS Obl,
Hanpumep, 3aroBapuBaHue KpoBu, KOTOpOe Tak NPOCTO AOCTUraeTCs UCKYCHbIM HaXaTuem Ha
BeHy, — Onecs, Takaa goBepynBas KO MHE BO BCEM OCTasrlbHOM, C YNPAMOW HaCTONYNBOCTbLIO
onpoBeprana Bce Mou AoKkasaTtenbcTBa n 06bsiCHEHMS. .. «Hy, XOpoLlo, XOpoLuo, Npo 3aroBop
KpOBM 51 BaM, TaK 1 ObITb, MOAApPIO, — FOBOpPMNa OHa, BO3BbILAs rON0C B yBNeYEeHUU crnopa — a
OTKyAa xe apyroe 6epetca? Pa3sBe s 04HO TONMbKO M 3HA0, YTO KPOBb 3aroBapuBatb? XoTute, 4
BaM B OOVH AeHb BCEX MbILLEN N TapakaHOB BbiBeay U3 XaTbl? XOTUTe, A B ABa OHS Bbineyvy
NpPOCTOWN BOAOW CaMyto CUNbHYI0 OFHEBMLY, XOTb Obl BCe BalLuu AOKTOpa OT 6ONbHOro oTkasanuch?
XoTuTe, A caenato Tak, YTo Bbl Kakoe-HMbyab OQHO CrOBO coBceM no3abyaete? A CHbl noYemy s
pasragpiBato? A Byayuiee nodemy ysHaro?»

KoHuanca aToT cnop Bcerga tem, 4to n 9 n Onecsa ymorsnkanu He 6e3 BHyTPEHHEro pasapaxeHns
Apyr npotme Agpyra. [JeucTtBUTENbHO, A1 MHOMOro U3 ee YepHOro UCKYCCTBa s He YMen HanTn
o6bsCHeHNS B cBoel HebonbLUIOW Hayke. S He 3Hal0 1 He MOory ckasaTtb, obnagana nu Onecs u
MOSIOBMHOM TEX CEKPETOB, O KOTOPbIX rOBOPMIIA C TAaKOW HauBHOW BEPOW, HO TO, YeMy S cam GbiBan
Hepeako cBMaeTernem, BCENUIO B MeHsA Henokonebumoe ybexaeHue, 4to Onece Obinn OCTYMNHbI
Te 6ecco3HaTenbHble, NHCTUHKTUBHbIE, TYMaHHble, A0ObITbIE Cy4aliHbIM OMNbITOM, CTPAHHbIE
3HaHuWs, KOTOpble, OrnepeanB TOYHYH HayKy Ha Lenble CTONETUs, XUBYT, NepeMeLLaBLInCh COo
CMELUHbIMU U ANKNMU NOBEPbAMU, B TEMHOW, 3aMKHYTOW HApOA4HOW Macce, nepeaaBasiCb Kak
BenuMyanwiasa TamHa U3 noKosieHns1 B MOKONEHME.

HecmoTps Ha peskoe pasHornacue B 3TOM eJUHCTBEHHOM MYHKTE, Mbl BCE CUNbHEE U Kpenye
npuBa3biBanvch apyr K apyry. O nobsu mexay Hammn He 6bINno ckasaHo eLle Hu cnosa, HO ObiTb
BMECTE 151 HaC yXXe caenanocb NOTPeBbHOCTBLIO, 1 YacTo B MOMYanvBble MUHYTbI, KOraa Halum
B3rns4bl HEYassHHO U OAHOBPEMEHHO BCTpeYanuchb, S BUAEr, Kak yBnaxHANuck rnasa Onecu u kak
Bunacb TOHeHbKasi ronybas Xunka y Hee Ha BUCKe...

ero

— Kypa tam! lNyctoe aT0 Aeno, naHbiy, — rOBOPUS OH C NNIEHNBbLIM NPe3peHneM.

Ha oxoTy mbl TOXXe nepectanu xoguTb. Beskuii pas, korga s nogeivan o6 aTom pasroeop, Y
Apmonbl HaxoAMncAa kKakon-HMbyab Npeanor Ansa oTkasa: To PyXbe Y Hero He ucnpaesHo, To cobaka
BonbHa, TO eMy camoMmy Hekorga. «Hema 4acy, naHblY... HY>XHO NaLUHIO CErOAHA OpaTby, — Yalle
BCEro oreevan fpmorna Ha Moe npurnawleHue, B 9 OTAIMYHO 3Har, YTO OH BOBCE He ByaeT «opaTb
naLuHIO», a NpoBeAeT Lenbli eHb OKOMO MOHOMOMMM B COMHUTENBbHON Hagexae Ha Ybe-Hnbyab
yrouieHve. OTa 6e3monBHag, 3aTaeHHasa Bpaxaa HaumHana MeHs YTOMAATb, U 9 yxke NogyMbiBarn
O TOM, 4TObbl OTKa3aTbCA OT ycnyr ApMorbl, BOCNOMb30BaBLUMCH AN 3TOr0 NepBbIM NOAXOASALLMM
npegnorom... MeHs octaHaBnNMBanNo TOMbKO YYBCTBO XanocTu K ero OrPOMHON HULLIEN CeMbe,
KOTOpoM YeTbipe pybnsa ApmonoBa xxanoBaHbs NOMOranu He ymepeTb € ronoga.



VI

OpHaxapl, koraa s, No 06bIKHOBEHMIO, NpULLEN Nepes BE4EPOM B U3BYLLIKY Ha KypbUX HOXKax, MHe
cpasy 6pocunocs B rnasa yapyyYeHHoe HacTpoeHune ayxa ee obutatenbHuy. Ctapyxa cugena c
HOramu Ha nocTenu u, cropbmeLMCcb, 06XBaTMB rofioBy pykamMu, kadanacb B3ag v Bnepes n 4to-To
HeBHATHO 6opmoTana. Ha moe npmBeTcTBME OHa He obpaTuna HMKakoro BHMMaHus. Onecs
nosgoposanacb CO MHOW, Kak 1 Bceraa, nackoBo, HO pa3roBop y Hac He Basancs. [o-suanmomy,
OHa cnyllana MeHsi pacCcesiHHO M OoTBeYara Hesnonagd. Ha ee kpacuBom nuue nexana TeHb Kakou-
TO BecnpecTaHHON BHYTpPeHHel 3a60Thbl.

— £ BUXYy, y Bac Cny4mnocb 4YTo-To Hexopowlee, Onecs, — ckasarn si, OCTOPOXHO MpuKacasCb pyKou
K ee pyke, fnexasLUen Ha cKamerke.

Oneca 6bICTpO OTBEPHYNAcCh K OKHY, TOYHO pa3rnagbiBas Tam 4to OHa cTapanachk Ka3aTbecs
CMNOKOMHOWN, HO ee 6POBU CABUHYNNCL U 3aapoXanu, a 3yObl KPenko NPUKYCUMU HUXKHIOK ryBy.

— HerT... 4TO Xe y Hac MOrsfo Cny4YnMTbCa 0OCOBEHHOrO? — NPOU3HECTA OHa FNyXum roriocom. — Bee
Kak ObIno, Tak 1 OCTanocs.

— Onecs, 3a4eM Tbl FOBOPULLb MHE HenpaBay? OTO HEXOPOLLO C TBOEW CTOPOHLI... A 9 6bIno
Ayman, 4To Mbl C TOOOM COBCEM OpPY3bAMU CTanw.

— NpaBo xe, Hn4ero HeT... Tak... cBom 3ab0Tbl, NYCTAYHbIE. ..

— HeT, Onecs, fomkHO GbiTb, HE NYCTSAYHbIE. [ToCcMOTpK — Tbl Cama Ha cebsi Henoxoxa caenanach.
— OTO BaM TaK KaXXeTCH TOSbKO.

— Byab e co MmHon oTkpoBeHHa, Onecs. He 3Hato, cmory nu g Tebe NnomMoyb, HO, MOXET ObiTb,
XOTb COBET Kakon-HMbyab aam... Hy HakoHel, npocto Tebe nerye ctaHeT, Korga nogenuiubes
ropem.

— Ax, oa npaBga, He CTOUT M roBopuUTb 006 3TOM, — C HeETepneHnem Bo3pasuna Onecs. — Hi1yem Bbl
TYT HaM He MoXeTe NocobuTb.

Crapyxa BOpyr ¢ HebbiBanown ropsa4YHOCTbIO BMeLlanach B Hall pasroBop:

— Yero bl hopabibaunibesa, aypoyka! Tebe geno roBopsT, a Tbl HOC Aepellb. TOYHO yMHee Teba
N Ha cBeTe-TO HEeT HMKoro. [1o3BonbTe, rocnoguH, 1 BaM BCIO 3Ty UCTOPUIO paccKaxy Mo

nopsaKy, — NOBEPHYacb OHa B MOK CTOPOHY.

Paamepbl HEMPUATHOCTU OKa3anucb ropasgo 3HayuTenbHee, YeM 9 MOr NPeanonoXnTb U3 CIOoB
ropaovi Onecn. Buepa BedepoM B n30YLLKY Ha KypbUX HOXKaX 3ae3xan MeCTHbIN YPSAHMK.

— CHavana-To OH YeCTb YeCTblo cen 1 Boaku notpebosan, — roeopuna MaHynnuxa, — a noTom u
nowen u nowen. «Beibuparica, rosopuT, U3 xaTbl B ABaAUaTb YeTbipe Yaca CoO BCEMU CBOMMM
notpoxamu. Ecnun, roBopuT, A B cnegytowmii pa3 npueay n 3actaHy tebs 3gecb, Tak U 3Hau, He
MUHoBaTb Tebe aTtanHoro nopsaaka. [Npu gByx, roBOpUT, congarax oTnpaento Tebs, aHademy, Ha
poauHy». A Mosi poavHa, 6aTiowka, ganekas, ropog AMYEHCK... Y MeHs Tam Tenepb 1 gyLun
3HaKOMOW HeT, ja 1 Na4vnopTa Haluu NPOCPOYEHbI-PaCcNpPOCPOYEHbI, a eLle K TOMY HEUCNpaBHbIe.
AX Tbl, rocnogn, HecyacTbe moe!

— Moyemy xe OH paHbLUue No3BonAn Tebe XuTb, a TONbLKO Tenepb Hagymanca? — cnpocun S.

— [a BoT noau X Tbl... bpexan oH 4To-TO Takoe, Aa 4, NPU3HaTbCs, He NoHANa. Buanwe, kakoe
Aeno: xmbapka 3Ta, BOT B KOTOPOW Mbl XXMBEM, HE Halla, a NoOMeLmybs. Beab Mbl paHbLue ¢
Onecei Ha cene »unu, a NoTom. ..



— 3Hato, 3Hato, 6abyuika, cnbiwan 06 atom... Myxukn Ha Tebs paccepaunuce. ..

— Hy BOT 3710 camoe. { Torga y craporo nomewymka, rocnogmHa AGpocMmoBa, 3Ty xanyny
Bbinpocuna. Hy, a Tenepb 6yATO Gbl Kynumn nec HOBbIN NOMELLUK U BYATO Bbl XO4ET OH Kakune-To
6onoTa, 4YTo NN, CyWwnTb. TONBKO YEro X A-To UM nomellana?

— babywka, a moxeT 6bITb, BCE 3TO BpaHbe 04HO? — 3aMeTun . — [1poCcTO-HaNpOCTO yPAOHUKY
«KPaCHEHbKYHO» 3aX0TesioCb NonyynTb.

— [aeana, pogHon, gaBana. He 6epe-et! BoT ncrtopus... YetseptHom bunet gasana, He Geper...
Kya-na tebe! Tak Ha MeHs BbI3BEPUIICS, YTO 9 YK HE 3Hana, rae cTow. 3anagun B OAHy AyLly:
«BoH an BoH!» YT0 X Mbl Tenepb aenatb byaem, cMpoThbl Mbl HecHacTHble! baTiowka poanmbii,
X0Ts Obl Tbl HAM 4YeM nomor, ycoBecTun Obl ero, yTpoby HeHacbITHYt0. Bek Obl, kaxkeTcs, Gbina
Tebe bnarogapHa.

— babywka! — ykopnsHeHHO, C paccTaHOBKOM npousHecna Onecs.

—Yero Tam — 6abyLuka! — paccepamnachk ctapyxa. — A Tebe yxe gBaguartb NATbIi rog — 6abyLka.
YUT0 x€e, No-TBOEMY, C CyMOW Nnydwe natn? Het, rocnoavH, Bbl €e He cnywanTte. Yx byapte
MMWIOCTMBbI, ECIN MOXETE caenaTb, TO caenanTe.

£ B HeonpeaeneHHbIX BblpaXkeHMsiX obelyan noxnonoTaTb, XOTs, MO NpaBAe ckasaTb, Haaexabl
6b1n10 Mano. Ecnu yxx Haw ypagHUK OTKa3biBanca «B3sTb», 3HAYUT, AeN0 ObIN0 CrMLIKOM
cepbesHoe. B aToT Beuep Onecsa npoctunacb CoO MHOW XONOAHO U, NPOTMB OObIKHOBEHUS, HE
noLuna MeHsi NPoBoXaTtb. A BMAen, 4to camoniobusas AeByLUKa CEpAMTCS Ha MEHS 3a Moe
BMELLATENbCTBO M HEMHOIO CTbIANTCA 6abyLLKMHOW NNAKCUBOCTMW.



VIII

Bbino cepeHbkoe Tennoe yTpo. Yke HECKONbKO pa3 NPUHUMAanNca UATU KPYMHbIA, KOPOTKUN,
GnarogaTHbIN 4OXOb, NOCNE KOTOPOro Ha rnasax pacteT Monogas Tpasa U BbITArMBaKTCA HOBble
nobern. MNMocne [oXas HA MUHYTKY BbIrNSAbIBano conHue, obnueas pagoCTHbIM CBEPKaHMEM
o6nNUTYI0 AOXKOEM MOMNOAYIO, ELLE HEXHYIO 3eNeHb CUPEHEN, CNNOLWb HAMOMHABLUNX MO
nanucagHuK; rpomMye CTaHOBWIICA 3a40PHbIM KPUK BOPOOLEB Ha PbIXIbIX OrOPOAHbIX PSAKaX;
cunbHee Bnaroyxanu Knemkme KopudHeBble NOYKN TONONS. A cuaen y ctona u YepTun nnaH
necHou ga4u, Kkorga B KOMHaTy Bowen Apmona.

— EcTb BpSAHWK, — NPOroBOpuUIi OH MpayHo.

Y MeHSA B 3Ty MUHYTY COBCEM BbINIETENO U3 FONOBLI OTAAHHOE MHOI0 [Ba AHA TOMY Hasaj
npukKasaHve yBeJOMUTb MEHS B Criyyae npuesa ypsaHuka, U 9 HUKak He Mor cpasy coobpasuTb,
Kakoe OTHOLLEHNE MMEeET B HaCTOALLYO MUHYTY KO MHEe 3TOT nNpeacTaBuUTeNb BNacTu.

— YTo Takoe? — cnpocun s B HeOyMEHUN.

— [oBoOptO, YTO BPSIAHMK Npuexarn, — NoBTopun Apmona Tem e BpaxaebHbIM TOHOM, KOTOPbIN OH
BOOGLLE NPUHAN CO MHO 3a nocregHne aHu. — Cendac s Bugen ero Ha nnotuHe. Croga efer.
Ha ynuue nocnbiwanock TapaxTeHue kornec. A nocnewHo 6pocuncs K okHy 1 OTBOPUI €ro.
ONWHHBIN, XyO0K, LWOKONaAHOoro LBeTa MEPUH, C OTBUCIION HUXKHEN ry6or n obmxeHHOW Mmopaon,
CTENEHHOW PbICLIOW BMEK BbICOKYIO TPSICKYIO MNAETYLLKY, C KOTOPOW OH Bbin coeguMHEeH Npyv NOMOLLM
O4HOW Nub ornobnu, — opyryto ornobnto 3aMmeHsana Tonctas BepeBka (3nble ye3aHble A3blKK
YBEPANW, YTO YPAOHUK HAPOYHO 3aBen 3TOT NeyvarbHbIi «Bble3a» ANA NpecevYeHus
BCEBO3MOXHbIX HEXenaTesbHbIX TONMKOBaHUW). YpAOHMK cam NpaBus Nowaabio, 3aHnMasi CBOUM
YyOOBULHBIM TENOM, 06N1e4YEHHBIM B CEPYIO LUMHENb LWEerofibCKoro ouuepcKoro cykHa, oba
CUOEHbA.

— Moe nouteHue, EBncuxui AppukaHoBmn4! — KPUKHYN 1, BbICOBLIBAACb U3 OKOLLIKA.

— A-a, moe nouTeHbe-c! Kak 30opoBbuLe? — 0TO3Bancs OH Ntobe3HbIM, packaTUCTbIM
Ha4YanbHNYECKNM BapUTOHOM.

OH coepxan mepuHa 1, NPUKOCHYBLLUCH BbINPAMIIEHHON NTAa0HBIO K KO3bIPbKY, C TSXEeN0oBEeCHOM
rpauumen HaknoHun snepen TynosuLle.

— 3ananTe Ha MUHYTOYKY. Y MEeHS K BaM JEeNULLKO OAHO eCTb.

YpsOHWK LUMPOKO pasBen pykamu 1 3aTpsac rorioBON.

— He mory-c! NMpu ncnonHeHumn cnyxebHbix ob6a3aHHOCTeN. EQy B Bonowy Ha mepTBOe Teno —
YTOMNNEHHUK-C.

Ho s yxe 3Han cnabble cTopoHbl EBNcuxms AdpukaHoBmMYa n NOTOMY ckasan ¢ AenaHHbIM
paBHO4YLUMEM:

—XXanb, xanb... A 9 n3 akoHomun rpaca Bopuena aobbin napy Takmx 6yTbINOYeK. ..

— He mory-c. flonr cnyx6bl...

— MHe 6ydeTumk no 3HakoMmcTBYy npogan. OH ux B norpebe, Kak getern pogHbIX, BOCNUTLIBAN. ..
3awnu 6bl... A 5 Bawemy KOHbKY OBCa NpuKaxy AaTb.

— Benb BOT Bbl kKakoi, NpaBo, — C yNPEKOM ckasan ypsagHuk. — Pa3se He 3HaeTe, 4To cnyxba
npexae Bcero?.. A oHu ¢ 4em, aTn ByTbinkn-1o? CnuesiHka?

— Kakoe cnuesiHka! — maxHyn g pykon. — Ctapka, 6aTioLuka, BOT 4TO!



— Mbl, npu3HaTbCs, YK NoA3aKyCuIu, — C CoXareHueM rnoyecarn LWeky YpsaaHuK, HEBEPOATHO
CMOPLLMB Npu 3TOM NULIO.

A npogosmkan ¢ NPeXHUM CMOKOUCTBUEM:

— He 3Hato, npaBaa nn, Ho BydeTumk BOXMNCA, YTO en ABeCcTu neT. 3anax — NPsIMO Kak KOHbSIK, U
camMon AHTaPHOW XXEeNTU3HbI.

— Ox! Y70 BbI CO MHOW AenaeTe! — BOCKIINMKHYI B KOMUYECKOM OTHYaAHUN YpAOHUK. — KTO e y MeHs
nowaab-To npumeT?

CTapku y MeHst AENCTBUTENBbHO OKa3anoCb HECKONbKO BYTbINIOK, XOTS U HE TaKOW APEBHEMN, KakK 5
XBacTancs, HO 1 paccyYnTbiBan, YTO CuUMa BHYLUEHUS NPUBaBUT el HECKONbKO OEeCATKOB NneT... Bo
BCSIKOM criyyae, 370 6bina noanvHHasa AOMaLLHSs, OLeNoMIIsoLWas ctapka, ropaoctb norpeba
pasopwuBLlerocs marHata. (Esncmxun AdprkaHOBUY, KOTOPLIN NPOUCXOANN U3 OYXOBHbIX,
HemMeaneHHO BbINPOCUI y MeHsi BYTbINIKY Ha Cry4van, Kak OH BbIpa3uncsl, MOryLiero npon3onTu
npocTyaHoro 3abonesaHus...) M 3akycka y MeHs Hawnacb racTpoHOMUYeckas: Monogas peancka
CO CBEXWM, TOMbKO YTO COUTBIM Macnom.

— Hy-c, a genbue-To Balle Kakoro copta? — Cnpocur rnocre nATon proMKU YPAOHUK, OTKUHYBLUNCH
Ha CMWHKY 3aTpeLuasLuUero rnoA HMM CTaporo Kpecna.

A npuHAnca nsnaraTe eMy nonoxeHve 6e4HoON cTapyxu, ynoMsaHyn npo ee 6eCcnoMoLLHOCTb U
oT4yasiHMe, BCKOMNb3b MPOLLENCHA HAaC4YEeT HEHYXXHOro oopmanuama. YpsaHuK crnylian MeHs ¢
ONyLLEeHHOW BHM3 rofioBON, METOOMYECKN OYMLLAA OT KOPELLKOB KpPacHYHo, Yrpyryto, SAPeHYyIo
peancky 1 nepexeBbiBas ee C anneTUTHbIM XpycTeHneMm. N3peaka oH 6bICTPO BCKMAbIBAN Ha MEHs
paBHOAYLHbIE, MYTHbIE, O CMELLUHOrO MarneHbkne 1 ronyodble rnasa, Ho Ha ero KpacHoW OrpOMHOM
PU3MOHOMUUN S HE MOT HUYETO NPOYECTb: HU COMYBCTBUS, HU COMNPOTUBNEHUs. Korga s HakoHel,
3amonyari, OH TOMNbKO CMPOCU:

— Hy, Tak yero e Bbl OT MEHS XOTUTE?

— Kak yero? — 3aBonHoBancs . — BHukHuUTe Xe, noxanyncra, B Ux nonoxexHue. >Xveyt ase
GenHble, 6e33alnTHbIE XKEHLUMHDI. ..

— W ogHa 13 Hux npsmo 6yTOH cafoBbIf! — eXMAHO BCTaBUN YPAOHYK.

— Hy yx Tam 6yTOH unu He ByTOH — 3TO Aeno Aesstoe. Ho noyemy, CkaxuTe, BaM U He NPUHSTL B
HUX ydactma? bByaTto 6bl Bam yx Tak K cnexy TpebyeTtcs ux Bbicenutb? Hy XOTb nogoxauTe
HEMHOro, NoKaMecT A cam Yy noMeLLmKa noxnono4y. Yem Bbl pyckyeTe, ecrnv nogoxaeTte ¢ Mmecsay?
— Kak yem s puckyto-c?! — B3BUNCS € Kpecna ypagHuk. — lNomunyinTe, a BCEM PUCKYHO, U npexae
BCero cnyxbon-c. bor ero 3HaeT kakoB 3TOT rocnoauH MnbaweBmny, HOBbIM NOMELLUK. A MOXET
ObITb, KABEP3HUK-C... N3 TaKMX, KOTOPbIE, YyTb 4YTO, cenyac Bymadkky, NepbILLKO U JOHOCUK B
MeTepbypr-c? Y Hac Beab GbiBalOT 1 Takune-c!

£ nonpo6oBan ycnokouTb pacxoamnBLUErocs YpsiAHUKa:

— Hy nonHote, EBncuxnin AdpukaHoBud. Bl npeyBennymnBaeTte Bce 9TO Aeno. HakoHel, 4To xe?
Beab puck puckom, a bnarogapHocTb BCce-Taku 6narogapHOCTbIO.

— Obl0-10-10! — MPOTAXKHO CBUCTHYN YPSAOHWK U FNYBOKO 3aCyHyr PyKM B KapMaHbl LuapoBap. — Toxe
6GnarogapHocTb HasbiBaeTcs! UTo e Bbl AymaeTe, A U3-3a Kaknx-Hubyab ABaauaTtn Natu pybnen
MOCTaBnio Ha KapTy cBoe cryxebHoe nonoxeHne? HeT-c, 370 Bbl 060 MHE MMOX0 NOHUMaeTe.

— [a 4To BbI ropsuuTech, EBncuxmin AdppukaHosn4? 3aecb BOBCE HE B CyMMe [erno, a NpoCTo
Tak... Hy XxoTb No yenoBseyecTsy...



— lNo 4ye-no-Be-4e-CTBY? — UPOHNYECKM OTHEKAHWUIT OH Kaxablil crnor. — [1o3BonbTe-C, Aa Yy MEHS 3TU
YyernoBeku BOT rge cuasar-c!

OH aHeprnyHo yaapwn cebs no moryyemy 6poH30BOMY 3aTbifiKy, KOTOPbIA CBELLMBASCS Ha
BOPOTHUK XMPHOM 6€3BONOCON CKNaaKOMN.

— Hy, y> 370 BbI, kKaxeTcs, cnuwkom, Esncuxmnin AdprkaHoBuu.

— Hu kanenbkn He CrLWKOM-C. «ATO — A3Ba 34ELUHUX MECT», MO BblpaXXeHNo 3HAMEHUTOro
6acHonucua, rocnognHa Kpbinosa. BoT kTo 3Tu ABe Aambl-c! Bbl HE M3BONMNKN YnTaTb NPEKPACHOE
COUYMHEHNE ero CUATENbCTBA KHA3S YpycoBa nof 3arnasuem «Monnuuenckui ypagHuk» ?

— Hert, He npuxoannocs.

— W o4eHb HanpacHo-c. [pekpacHoe 1 BbICOKOHpaBCTBEHHOE npousseaeHne. CoBeTyro Ha gocyre
O3HaKOMUTBLCA. ..

— XOpoLLo, XOpoLUo, 9 C yA0OBOSIbCTBMEM O3HAKOMITIOCL. HO 4 BCe-Taku He NOHMMalo, kKakoe
OTHOLLIEHME MMEET 3Ta KHMXKKA K ABYM BeHbIM XeHLmnHam?

— Kakoe? O4eHb npsimoe-c. [NyHKT nepsbin (EBNCUxmMin AdppukaHoBUY 3arHyn TONCTbIN, BOrOcaTbIn
yKasaTenbHbIl naney Ha NeBow pyke): «YpsagHuK umeeT HeocnabHoe HabnogeHne, 4Tobbl BCe
xoaunu B xpam 6oxui ¢ ycepamem, npebbiBad, oaHaKo, B OHOM 6e3 ycunus...» o3sonbTe
y3HaTb, XOAMWT NK 3Ta... KakK ee... MaHyinumxa, 4to nu?.. XoauT nNu oHa Korga-Hnbyab B LLEpKOBb?
A monyan, yanBneHHbIn HeoXngaHHbIM 06opoTom peudn. OH Nornaaen Ha MeHs C TOPXKECTBOM U
3arHyrn BTopou naneu.

— lNyHKT BTOpOU: «3anpeLyarnTcs NOBCEMECTHO JKenpeackasaHus 1 mkenpeasHaMeHoBaHUS. .. »
YyBcTBYyeTe-c? 3aTeM NyHKT TpeTuin-c: «3anpeLlaeTcs BblaaBaTb cebs 3a kongyHa unv yapoges
n ynotpebnate nogobHble 06MaHbI-C». YTO Bbl Ha 9TO ckaxeTe? A BOPYr BCce 3TO OOGHApYXMTCS
UnNn CTopoHon gonaeT Ao HavanbcTBa? Ko B otBeTe? — A. Koro ns cnyx6bl no wanke? — MeHs.
Buaute, kakas WTyKeHUMS.

OH onaTb ycencs B Kpecno. [nasa ero, NOAHATbIE KBEPXY, pacCestHHO Bpoamnm No cteHam
KOMHaTbl, a nanbLbl rpoMKo 6apabaHunu no crony.

— Hy, a ecnu a Bac nonpouwy, EBncuxmin ApprkaHOBMY? — Hayan s onsiTb YMUMbHbIM TOHOM. —
KoHeuHO, Balum 06513aHHOCTM CNOXHbIE M XMOMNOTNMBbLIE, HO BeAb CepALe Y Bac, s 3Halo,
npenobpoe, 3onotoe cepaue. Yto Bam CTouT noobewats MHE HE TporaTb 3TUX KEHLWMH?

(nasa ypsgHuka Bopyr 0CTaHOBUMUCH NOBEPX MOEW roSioBbI.

— XOpOoLLEHBbKOE Y BacC PY>XbULLIKO, — HEOPEXHO YPOHUN OH, He nepecTaBas 6bapabaHuTb. —
CnaBHoe pyXbuLKo. [pownbin pas, koraa g K BaMm 3aesxarn 1 He 3actan Aoma, 1 BCe Ha Hero
ntoboeancs... YygHoe pyxbeLo!

£ ToXXe noBepHyI ronoBy Ha3ad 1 Nornagen Ha pyxbe.

— [a, pyxbe HegypHoe, — noxBanun 5. — Beab oHO cTapuHHoe, habpukn [MacTnH-PeHHeTa, 9 ero
TONbKO B NPOLUSIOM rogy Ha LeHTpanbHoe nepegenan. Bel o6patuTe BHMMaHWE Ha CTBOMbI.

— Kak xe-c, Kak »e-C... 4 Ha CTBOMbI-TO rnaBHbIM 06pa3om 1 ntobosancs. BenvkonenHasa Belp. ..
[MpocTo, MOXHO CKasaTb, COKPOBMULLE.

Hawwu rnasa BCTpeTunuco, 1 g yBUAEN, Kak B yrnax ryé ypsagHuka gporHyna nerkasi, Ho
MHOro3Ha4MTenbHas ynbibka. A nogHANCS C MeCTa, CHAN CO CTEHbI PYXXbe U NOAOLIEN C HUM K
EBncuxmio AgpprkaHoBuyy.



— Y yepKecoB eCTb O4EHb MUIbI 0ObIYal 4apuTb FOCTHO BCE, YTO OH MOXBAnNMUT, — CKasan s
ntobe3Ho. — Mbl ¢ BaMu XOTS U He Yepkecbl, EBncmxmnin ApprkaHoBmY, HO S NPOLLY Bac NPUHATbL OT
MeHs1 3Ty Bellb Ha NamMsThb.

YpsagHuk ana suay 3acTblanncs.

— Momunyiite, Takyto npenectb! HeT, HET, 3TO yxXe yepecyyp wenpbin obbiva!

OpaHako MHe He NPULLINOCh AOro ero yroBapmBath. YPSAHVK NPUHAN pyXbe, 6epexHO NocTaBumn
ero Mexay CBOUX KOSieH 1 NtoBOBHO OTEP YMCTbIM HOCOBbIM MIATKOM Mbiflb, OCEBLUYIO HA
CrycKoBol ckobe. S HEMHOro YCNOKOUICS, YBUAEB, YTO PYXXbe, MO KpanHen mepe, NepeLusno B
pykun nobutensa n aHatoka. lNMoytn Totyac EBncuxmii AdprkaHoBMY BCTan u 3aToponunice exatb.
— [eno He xpgeT, a A TyT ¢ Bamu 3abanakancs, — roBOpus OH, FPOMKO CTy4a O non
HeHanesaBwnmKn kanowamun. — Korga 6ygete B HawWunx Kpasx, MUIOCTU MPOCUM KO MHE.

— Hy, a kak xxe Hac4yeT MaHynnuxum, rocnoiH Ha4anbCTBO? — AeNIMKaTHO HaNnoOMHUAN .

— MocmoTpum, yBManM... — HeonpeaeneHHo BypkHyn EBncuxuin AgpukaHoBmy. — A BOT Bac 0 YeMm
XoTen nonpocuTb... Peguc y Bac 3amedaTesibHbIN. ..

— Cawm BblpacTtun.

— Ya-anButenbHbl peanc! A y MeHsi, 3HaeTe nn, mos 6naroBepHasi ctpawHasa oboxatensHuua
BCSIKOW OBOLLM. Tak ecnu Bbl, 3HaeTe, TOro, Ny4O4eK OONH.

— C nacnaxgeHvewm, Esncmnxun AcppukaHosud. Couty gonrom... CerogHsi e ¢ HapOYHbIM
OTNpaBIIlo KOP3MHOYKY. I macnuua yx no3BonbTe 3a04H0... Macno y MeHsa Ha pefKoCTb.

- Hy, n macnmua... — MMNOCTMBO paspeLunn ypsaHuk. — A aTum 6abam Bbl fanTe YK 3HaK, YTO S X
MoKa 4YTo He TPOHY. TONbKO NyCTb OHM BEJAlT, — BAPYr BO3BbICUI OH FONI0C, — YTO O4HUM cnacnbo
OT MeH4 He oTaenarTcs. A 3acum Xxenaw 34paBcTBoBaTth. Elle pa3 mepcu Bam 3a nogapoyek n
3a yroujeHue.

OH No-BOEHHOMY MPUCTYKHYN Kabnykamu 1 rpy3HOM NOXOAKOM CbITOr0 BaXXHOrO YenoBeka noLesn K
CBOEMY 3KMMaxy, OKOSI0 KOTOPOro B NOYMTUTENbHBIX N0O3aX, 6€3 wanok, yXe CTOANN COTCKUN,
cenbCcKuin ctapocTa u Apmona.



IX

EBncnxuin AdpukaHoBud caepxkan cBoe obeljaHne n ocTaBun Ha HeonpeaeneHHoe BpeMS B
nokoe obuTaTenbHuL necHon xaTkn. Ho mon otHoweHnsa ¢ Onecer pesko U CTPaHHO N3MEHWUSTUCH.
B ee obpalleHnm co MHOM He OCTanochb U crefa NpexxHen JOBEPYMBON U HAMBHOW NACKMW,
NPEeXHEero OXXNBNEeHUs!, B KOTOPOM Tak MU0 CMEeLUMBANoCh KOKETCTBO KPacBOW AEBYLUKN C
pe3BoK pebsyecKkon WanoBnMBOCTLIO. B Halwem pa3roBope nosiBunach Kakas-to HenpeogonMmas
HenoBkas NPUHY>XAeHHOCTb... C nocnewHon 6osa3nmBocTbio Oneca nsberana XuBbix TEM,
AaBaBLUMX paHbLle Takor 6e30pexHbIi NPOCTOpP HalleMy NOONbITCTBY.

B moem npucytcTBuM oHa oTAaBanacbh paboTe ¢ HaNnPSXXEHHOW, CypOBOW AENOBUTOCTBIO, HO YacTo
A Habnogan, kak cpeaun ator paboThl ee pyku BAPYr onyckanucb 6eccunbHO BAOSb KOMEH, a
rrnasa HernoABWXHO U HeoNpeaeneHHo YCTPEMNANUChL BHU3, Ha non. Ecnu B Takyo MUHYTY S
HasbiBan Onecto N0 MMeHW Ny Npeanaran en kakon-HMbyab BONPOC, OHa B3gparneana u
MeaneHHo obpalyana Ko MHe CBOE NNL0, B KOTOPOM OTpaXKanucb UCMYT N YyCUIUE NOHATb CMbICH
MouX cnoB. Horga MHe Kasanocb, YTO ee TArOTUT U CTECHSIET MOe 00LWEeCcTBO, HO 3TO
npeanosoXeHne NNoxo BA3anock C rpOMagHbIM MHTEPECOM, BO3OY>KAaeMbiM B HEW BCEro NuLlb
HEeCKOIbKO AHen TOMY Hasaj KaXKabiM MOMM 3amMe4yaHueM, Kaxaon ppasoi... OctaBanocb gymatb
TONbKO, 4To Onecs He Xo4eT MHEe NPOCTUTb MOEro, Tak BO3MYTUBLLETO ee He3aBUCUMYIO HaTypy,
NOKPOBUTENLCTBA B Aere ¢ ypsaHukoMm. Ho v aTa goragka He yaoBneTBopsna MeHs: OTkyaa B
camoM Jere Morsa SiBUTbCS Y NPOCTOW, BbIPOCLUEN Cpeau neca AeBYLIKM Takasi Ype3MepHO
WweneTunbHasa ropaocTb?

Bce ato TpeboBano pasbsicHeHui, a Onecsa ynopHo nsberana BCAKOro 6naronpuaTHOro criyyas
ANs OTKPOBEHHOro pasroBopa. Halwum BeyepHue nporynku npekpaTunmcs. HanpacHo kaxabin
AeHb, cobupasicb yxoauTb, 1 6pocan Ha Onecto KpacHopeUdnBble, yMONSoLWMe B3rnaapl, — OHa
Aenana Buf, YTO He NOHUMAaEeT NX 3HayYeHus. [pucyTcTBMeE Xe CTapyxu, HECMOTPA Ha ee rnyxoTy,
6ecnokonno MeHs.

WHoraa s Bo3myLanca npoTme COGCTBEHHOIO 6Geccnnusa n NpoTMB NPUBbLIYKK, TAHYBLUEW MEHS
Kaxabl geHb K Onece. A n cam He nogo3pesart, KaKUMU TOHKUMU, KPENKUMU, HE3PUMBbIMU HATAMMU
ObIN0 NPUBA3AHO MOE CepALE K 3TOM 04apoBaTeNbHOW, HEMOHATHOW ANst MeHS AeBYyLIKe. f ewe
He gyman o nbBu, HO A yXXe nepexuBan TPEBOXHbIN, NPeaLeCcTBYOWNA N0O6BYN Neproa, NOSHbIN
CMYTHbIX, TOMUTENbHO rPYCTHbIX OLyLeHnin. 'ae 6bl 9 HY Bbin, Yem Obl HM cTapancs

pas3BneybCsl, — Bce MOM MbICnn Bbinn 3aHsaTbl o6pasom Onecu, BCe Moe CyLLeCTBO CTPEMUIOCH K
Hew, Kaxgoe BoCNoMnHaHme o6 ee MHOWN pa3 caMblX HUYTOXHbIX CrioBax, 06 ee XecTax u ynblbkax
CXXnmano ¢ TMXou 1 cnagkon 6onbto Moe cepgue. Ho HacTynan Beyep, U 8 NoAoNry cuaen Bosne
Hee Ha HU3KOW LLIaTKOW ckameeuke, C Aocagon 4yBcTBys cebs Bce 6onee pobknm, HEMOBKUM U
HeHaxo44nBbIM.

OpHaxapl s npoBen Takum o6pasom okono Onecu uenbin AeHb. Ye ¢ yTpa a cebsa yyBcTBOBan
HEeXOpPOLLIO, XOTH eLle He MOr ACHO onpeaenuTb, B YeM 3aknioyanocb Moe He3fgopoBbe. K Bevepy
MHe cTano xyxe. [[onosa caenanach TSHXeNow, B ylwax WymMerno, B TEMeHU S owyLian Tynyto
B6ecnpecTtaHHyo 60Mb, — TOYHO KTO-TO AaBUWI HA HEW MATKOW, HO CUNbHOW PyKOW. Bo pTy y MeHs
nepecoxrio, 1 No BCeMy Teny NOCTOAHHO pasnuBanacbh Kakas-To fieHmMBas, TOMHasa cnaboctb, oT
KOTOPOM KaXKayto MUHYTY XOTENOChb 3eBaTb U TAHYTbCA. B rmasax yyBcTBoBanachb takas 60rb, kak
6yaTo 6bl 51 TONBKO YTO NpUCTanNbHO M BNM3KO rNagen Ha GNecTALY TOYKY.



Korga e no3gHMM Be4YepoM s BO3BpaLlarnca 4OMOW, TO Kak pa3 Ha cepeiHe nyTu MeHsa BOpyr
CXBaTun 1 3aTpsic OypHbI NPUCTYN 03HOBGA. A Wwen, NoYTN He BMAS 4OPOrv, NOYTU HE CO3HaBas,
Kyga uay, U WaTasncb, Kak NbsHbIA, MeXAy TEM Kak MOV YentocTy BblbnBanu ogHa o apyryto
4YacTylo U TPOMKYIO ApO6b.

A 0o cmx Nop He 3Hato, KTO A0BE3 MeHS 40 AOMY... POBHO wecTb gHen 6una MeHs HeoTCTynHas
y)XacHas nonecckasa nuxopagka. [JHem Hegyr kak 6yato 6bl 3aTmxan, 1 KO MHE BO3BpaLLanoch
co3HaHue. Toraa, CoOBEPLUEHHO U3HYPEHHbI 6onesHbio, A ene-ene 6poann No komHaTe ¢ 60Mblo 1
CcnabocCTblO B KONEHSX; NPY KaxXaoM 6onee CMnbHOM ABUXEHUN KPOBb NpunnBana ropsyen
BOJIHOW K rorfioBe 1 3acTurnana MmpakomMm Bce npegmMmeTsl nepeg Monmu rinasamu. Bedepowm xe,
O0ObIKHOBEHHO 4aCoOB OKONO CeMU, Kak Byps, HaneTan Ha MeHsa NpucTyn 6onesHn, n 9 NPoBOAUN Ha
NOCTENN YXXacHYH0, ASIMHHYI0, KaK CTOSeTue, HoYb, TO TPACSACHL Mo oA4esnioM OT Xofnoaa, To nbinas
HeBbIHOCUMbIM XapoM. EfBa TONbKO ApemoTa crnerka kacanacb MeHsi, Kak CTpaHHble, Heneneole,
MYYUTENBHO-NECTPblE CHOBUAEHNSA HAYMHANN Urpatb MOUM pasropav4eHHbIM MO3rom. Bce mou
rpesbl Obinv NOMHbI MENOYHbBIX MUKPOCKOMMYECKUX AeTanemn, rpOMO3ANBLUNXCA U LIENNSBLUMXCSA
ofHa 3a gpyryto B 6e306pasHor cyTonoke. To MHe Ka3anoch, 4YTo s pa3bupato kakme-to
pasHOLBETHbIE, MPUYYANNBbLIX (POPM SLLMKN, BbIHUMAA ManeHbkne 13 60nbLlinx, a u3 ManeHbKmx
eLle MeHbLUME, N HUKaK He MOry NpekpaTuTb 3Ton 6eCKOHEeYHOoM paboTbl, KOTOpPas MHE 4AaBHO yXe
KakeTcsa oTBpaTUTENbHOW. TO MenbKanu nepeg MoMMu rnasamm ¢ ogypsitoLlen 6biCTpoTomn
ANNHHbIE ApKMe Nonockbl 060€B, N HA HUX BMECTO Y30POB S C U3YMUTESNbHOM OTYETIMBOCTLIO
BMAEN Uenble rmpnsaHabl U3 YenoBeYeckmx (oM3MOHOMMI — MOPOKD KPacuBbIX, JOOPbIX U
ynbibatoLmxcs, Noporo AenaroLmx CTpallHble rPUMachl, BbICOBbIBAIOLLMX A3bIKW, CKANALWmMX 3yObl
n BpawaroLwmnx orpoMHeiMu 6enkamu. 3atem s BCTynan ¢ ApmMornon B 3anyTaHHbI, Heobbl4YaiHO
CNOXHbIN OTBIeYeHHbIN crnop. C Kaxgon MUHYTOW A0BOAbI, KOTOPbIE Mbl NPUBOAUAN OPYr OPYrY,
CTaHOBUNUCHL BCe Bonee TOHKMMU 1 rNyBoKUMM; OTAENbHbIE CNoBa U aaxe O6ykBbl CNOB
NPUHUManu Bopyr TaMHCTBEHHOE, HEN3MEPUMOE 3HaYeHne, U BMeCcTe C TEM MEHS BCe CUrbHee
oxBaTblBan 6pes3rnmBbIn yxac nepea HeBe4OMOW, MPOTUBOECTECTBEHHOW CUMON, YTO BbiMaTbIBaeT
N3 MOEW rofioBbl OAMH 3a APYrMm ypoasimeblie COprn3Mbl U HE NO3BOSISIET MHE NpepBaTh AABHO yXe
ONpOTMBEBLLUErO cropa...

OT0 6bIN KAKOW-TO KMMSALWMI BUXPb YENOBEYECKNX U 3BEPUHBIX Uryp, NaHAWwWadToB, NpeaMETOB
caMbIX YOMBUTENbHbLIX (POPM U LBETOB, CMOB U (ppas, 3Ha4YeHne KOTOPbIX BOCMPUHUMANOCh BCEMU
4yyBCTBaMW... Ho — cTpaHHOe Jeno — B TO Xe BpeMs A He nepectaBan BUAeTb Ha NoTosNKe
CBETNbIN POBHbIN Kpyr, oTOpacbiBaeMbli namnon ¢ 3eneHbiM obropesLunm abaxypom. U s 3Han
NoYeMy-TO, YTO B 3TOM CMOKOMHOM Kpyre ¢ HEYEeTKMMN KpasiMu npuTaunacb 6e3monBHas,
ofHooGpa3Has, TaMHCTBEHHAsA U rPO3Has XM3Hb, elle bonee XyTkasa 1 yrHeTarowas, Yem
GeLueHbIi XaoC MOMX CHOBUAEHW.

[MoTom 51 npockinancsa unu, BepHee, He Npocbinasncs, a BHe3anHo 3actasan cebs 604pCTBYOLWMM.
Co3HaHuMe noYTM BO3BpaLLanochb KO MHe. 1 MoHMMan, YTo Nexy B NOCTeNu, 4Yto s 6oneH, 4to s
TONbKO YTO Gpeamn, HO CBETbIN KPpYr HA TEMHOM NOTOJIKE BCE-Taku Myran MeHs 3aTaeHHOM
3noBeLlen yrpo3on. Cnaboto pykon AoTArnBanca s 40 YacoB, CMOTPEN Ha HUX U C TOCKIIMBbLIM
HegoyMeHneM ybexaarncs, YTo Bcs 6eCckoHeYHast BepeHunua Moux ypoaimBbIX CHOB 3aHAMNa He
Gonee aByx-Tpex MuHyT. «ocnogu! [la korga ke HacTaHeT paccBeT!» — ¢ oT4YasHMeM gyman ,
Meyacb roflIoBOV MO ropsYnm nogyLikam n YyBCTBYS, Kak onanseT MHe rybbl Moe cOOCTBEHHOE



TSKENnoe 1 KOpoTKoe AbixaHue... Ho BOT onsaTb oBnageBana MHOK TOHKas ApemMoTa, U ONsATb MO3r
MOW Aenarncs urpanviiem necTporo Kowwmapa, 1 onsaTb Yepes ABe MUHYTbI 9 Npocbinarcs,
OXBa4Y€HHbI CMEPTENbHOM TOCKOW. ..

Uepes wecTb AHEN MOS Kperkas HaTypa, BMeCTe C NOMOLLbIO XMHUHA U HACTOSA NOSOPOXHUKA,
nobeanna 6onesHb. A BCTan ¢ NOCTENN BECb pa3buTLIN, €4Ba AepXKacb Ha Horax.
BbizgopoBneHune coBepLuanoch ¢ xagHon 6eicTpoTon. B ronose, yTOMNEHHON WECTUAHEBHbLIM
nuxopago4HbiM 6peaom, HyBCTBOBANOCh TENEPb NIEHMBOE N NPUSTHOE OTCYTCTBME MbICIEN.
AnneTnt ABUncsa B yABOEHHOM pa3mepe, U Teno Moe Kpensio no Yyacam, BNuBasa Kaxgou CBOEN
yacTuvuen 300poBbe U PafoCTb XU3HU. BmecTe ¢ TeM C HOBOW CUMOW NOTAHYNO MEHS B fec, B
OLMHOKYIO NOKPUBMBLLIYIOCS XaTy. HepBbl MOU €eLLe He OnpaBUUCh, U Kaxdbl pas, Bbl3blBas B
namsTu nuuo un ronoc Onecu, S YyBCTBOBAas TakOe HEXHOE YMUITEeHUE, YTO MHEe XOTeNnocb
nnakarb.
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Mpowno ewle NATb AHEN, N 9 HACTOSBKO OKPer, YTO NeLwkom, 6e3 manenwen yctanocTu, aowen
A0 n3byLIKM Ha Kypbux HOXKax. Korga s ctynun Ha ee nopor, To cepgue 3abunocb C TPEBOXHbIM
CTpaxom y MeHs B rpyau. [Noutn ase Hegenu He Bugan s Onecu n tenepb 0COBGEHHO ACHO NOHSAN,
Kak Oblna oHa MHe 6nm3ka n muna. Jepxxacbk 3a CKoOKy ABepU, 9 HECKOMBbKO CEKyHA Meanunn un
efBa nepesoaun AbixaHve. B HepelwmmocTn 5 gaxe 3akpblin rnasa Ha HeKoTopoe BpeMs, npexae
YeMm TONKHYTb ABEPb...

B BneyaTtneHunax, nogobHbIX TEM, KOTOPbIE NOCNEeA0Ban 3a MOMM BXOA0M, HUKOr4a HEBO3MOXHO
pasobpartbcs... Pa3sBe MOXHO 3anNOMHUTL COBa, NPOU3HOCUMbIE B MEPBbIE MOMEHTbI BCTPEUM
MaTepPbIO N CbIHOM, MYXEM W XXEHOW nnn AByms BNOGNEeHHbIMN? TOBOPATCS camble NpocThie,
camble 06rxoaHble hpasbl, CMELLHbIE AaXe, eClN UX 3anucblBaTb C TOYHOCTbIO Ha Bymare. Ho
30€eCb KaXxgoe CroBO YMECTHO U BECKOHEYHO MUIIO yXKe MOTOMY, YTO FOBOPUTCS OHO CaMbIM
AOPOrMM Ha CBETE rofIOCOM.

£ NOMHI0, O4YEHb ACHO NMOMHIO TOSIBKO TO, YTO KO MHE BbICTpo 06epHynock 6negHoe nuuo Onecu n
YTO Ha 3TOM NPENECTHOM, HOBOM 1151 MEHS NMLE B OOHO MFHOBEHME OTPa3nnmCb, CMEHAS Apyr
Apyra, HeJoyMeHue, Ucnyr, TpeBora 1 HexHas cusowas ynoibka nobsu... CTapyxa 4to-T1o
LamMkana, Ton4acb BO3re MeHs, HO 9 He criblan ee npueeTcTBuin. fonoc Onecn goHeccs 4o
MEHS, KaK cnagkasi My3blka:

— YT0 c Bamu cnyumnnocb? Bl 6binv 6onbHbI? OX, Kak e Bbl ucxyganu, 6eaHbii MOW.

£ [onro He Mor HUYero OTBETUTb, U Mbl MOSYa CTOSNN APYr NPOTUB ApYyra, AepXXach 3a PYKMU,
npsiMo, rNyBGoKo 1 pagoCTHO CMOTPS APYr APYrY B rnasa. OTU HECKOSIbKO MONYanmBbIX CEKYHA S
BCErga cyMTar caMmbiMy CHACTNIMBBIMU B MOEW XXU3HW; HAKOTA4a, HUKOr4a, HX paHbLue, HU NO34HeE,
S1 HE UCNbITbIBAN TAKOro YMCTOro, NOSIHOro, BCenornoLlatoLlero Boctopra. M kak MHOro st yntan B
BonbLlKMX TEMHbIX rnadax Onecu: n BONHEHWE BCTPEYN, N yNpeK 3a MOe A0Nroe OTCYTCTBMUE, U
ropsyee npuaHaHue B nobBeu... A NoYyBCTBOBAr, YTO BMECTe € 3TuM B3rnsgom Onecsa otgaet
MHe pagocTHO, 6e3 BCAKNX YCNOoBUI 1 konebaHui, Bce CBOE CYLLIECTBO.

OHa nepBasi HapyLuuna 3To oMapoBaHue, ykasaB MHe MeANEeHHbIM ABMKEHMEM BEK Ha
Manyiinuxy. Mbl ycenucb psgom, n Onecsa npuHanacek nogpobHo n 3aboTnmeo paccnpawmsaTb
MeHS 0 xofe Moer 6onesHu, 0 nekapcTeax, KOTopble S MpUHMMATn, O CroBax U MHEHUAX AOKTopa
(aBa pasa npuesxasLUero Ko MHe u3 Mmecteuyka). [po 4okTopa OHa 3acTaBua MeHs pacckasaTb
HEeCKOMnbKO pa3 noapsag, v s Nopoko 3amedan Ha ee rybax 6ernyto HacMeLLnmBYIO yNbIOKy.

— AX, 3a4eMm S He 3Hana, YTo Bbl 3axBopanu! — BOCKIMKHYIa OHa C HeTepnenuBbiM COXaneHnem. —
£ Gbl B OAMH AeHb Bac Ha HOrM nocTaBuna... Hy, kak e nm MOXXHO A0BEPATLCH, KOrAa OHM
HW4Yero, HU-4Ye-ro He NoHNMarT? MNoyemy Bbl 3@ MHOW He nocnanu?

A 3amancs.

— Bugnwb nn, Onecs... 3TO 1 CNy4YMnoch Tak BHE3aMNHoO... 1 KpOMe Toro, s 6osanca Tebs
6ecnokouTb. Tbl B OCNeAHee BpeMs cTana co MHOM Kakas-To CTpaHHasi, TOYHO BCe cepaunach Ha
MeHs unu Hagoen s Tebe... Mocnywain, Onecs, — npubasun 4, NOHWXas ronoc, — Ham ¢ Tobou
MHOFO, MHOIO HY>XHO MOrOBOPUTb... TONIbKO O4HMM... MOHUMaeLb?

OHa Tuxo onycTuna Bekn B 3HaK cornacus, notom 60a3nmMBo ornsHynack Ha 6abyLuky 1 ObIcTpo
wenHyna:



—[a... 1 1 cama xoTena... NOTOM... NoAOXAUTE...

EnBa TonbKo 3akaTunock cosnHue, kak Onecs crana MeHs TOponnTb UATU JOMOW.

— Cobupanitech, cobupantecb ckopee, — roBOpuUra OHa, yBriekas MeHs 3a pyKy CO CKaMenKku. —
Ecnun Bac Tenepb CbIpOCTbO OXBaTUT, — 6ONE3Hb CenYac ke Hasaa BEpHeTCS.

— A Tbl kyaa xe, Onecsa? — cnpocuna Bapyr MaHyinnuxa, BUAs, YTO ee BHyYKa NocrneLHo
Habpocuna Ha ronoBy OOMbLUOKW CepbIV LUEPCTAHON NATOK.

— Mownay... NpoBOXY HEMHOXKO, — oTBeTuna Onecs.

OHa npounsHecna 310 paBHOAYLLHO, rMNAAs He Ha 6abyLLUKy, a B OKHO, HO B ee rofnoce 1 ynosun
YyTb 3aMETHbIV OTTEHOK pasgpakeHus.

— MNongewb-Takn? — ¢ ygapeHnem nepecnpocuna crapyxa.

- [a, v nongy! — Bo3pasuna oHa HagMeHHO. — Y>k aBHO 06 3TOM roBOpPEHO 1 NEPEroBOPEHO. ..
Moe geno, mou 1 OTBET.

— 3X, Thll.. — C JOCaAoOM N YKOPU3HOMW BOCKITMKHYNa cTapyxa.

OHa xoTena ewe 4To-To NpubaBnUTb, HO TONBKO MaxHyna pPykon, nonnenacb CBOEW Apoxallen
NOXOAKOW B Yrosn U, KPSIXTH, 3aKonoLumnach TamMm Ha Kakom-TO KOP3UHOM.

A NOHAN, YTO 3TOT ObICTPLIN HEQOBOSIBHBIN PA3roBOP, KOTOPOMY S TONIBLKO YTO ObIN CBUAETENEM,
CNYXUT NPOJOIDKEHNEM ANMMHHOIO psiia B3aMHbIX CCOp U Benbiwek. Cnyckasack pagom ¢ Onecen
k 6opy, 9 cnpocun ee:

— Babywika He xo4eT, 4TOBbI Thl XO0AMMa CO MHOW rynaTb? [a?

Onecsa c gocagown noxana nnevyamu.

— MoxanyicTa, He obGpawante Ha 3ToO BHMMaHus. Hy aa, He xoderT... YTo x!.. Pa3Be 4 He BonbHa
aenatb, YTO MHE HpaBuTCA?

Bo MHe BOpyr noAHANOCH HeyaepXXUMoe xenaHue yrnpekHyTb Onecto 3a ee NPexHo CypoBOCTb.
— 3HauuT, N paHbLUe, ewe Ao Moen 6onesHn, Tl TOXXE MOrna, HO TONbKO HE XOTena OCTaBaTbCs CO
MHOIO OOMH Ha oauH... AX, Onecs, ecnu 6bl Tbl 3HanNa, Kakyto Tbl NPUYMHUNA MHe 60onb... A Tak
Xgan, Tak xgan Kaxabli Beyep, YTO Tbl ONSATb Nongellb CO MHOH. .. A Tbl, 6bIBano, Bceraa takas
HeBHUMaTenbHasi, CKyyYHas, cepautas... O, kaKk Tbl MeHst Myyuna, Onecsl..

— Hy, nepectaHbTe, ronybuuk... 3abyabpte 310, — C MSArKMM U3BUHEHWEM B rofloce nonpocuna
Onecs.

— HerT, 5 Beab He B ykop Tebe roBopto, — Tak, K CIOBY NPULLNOCK... Tenepb S NOHUMato, novemy
370 6bINO... A BeOb CHavana — npaBo, AaXe CMELUHO 1 BCMIOMHUTL — 1 nogymarl, Yto Thbl
obuaenacb Ha MeHs U3-3a ypagHuka. M ata MbiCnb MeHst CUbHO oropyana. MHe kasanock, 4To
Tbl MEHS TAKUM JaneknM, Yy>XXKMM YerioBEKOM CUYMTaellb, YTO Aaxe NPOCTYHO APYXKECKYH yCnyry
Tebe OT MeHs TPYAHO NPUHATL... OYeHb MHe 3TO 6bINo ropbko... A BeAb 1 He Nogo3peBarn,
Onecs, 4TO BCe 310 OT 6abyLukn naer...

Jnyo Onecwn BAPYr BCMbIXHYNO SPKUM PYMSAHLEM.

— W BoBce He oT 6abywku!l.. Cama s aToro He xotena! — rops4o, ¢ 3a40pOM BOCKIMKHYNa OHa.

A nornagen Ha Hee COOKy, Tak YTO MHE CTan BUAEH YUCTbIN, HEXHbIV NPOUNb ee cnerka
HaKNOHEeHHOM ronoBbl. TOMbKO Tenepb 4 3ameTun, 4To 1 cama Orneca noxygerna 3a 3To Bpems U
BOKpPYr ee rnas nernu ronybosaTble TeHu. [lovyBcTBOBaB Mon B3rngag, Onecst BCKUHyna Ha MeHs
rnasa, HO TOTYac Xe onycTuna ux n OTBEpPHyNachb C 3aCTEHYNBOW YNbIOKOM.



— Mouemy TbI He xoTena, Oneca? MNMoyemy? — cnpocun s 06pbIBAOLLMMCS OT BOMTHEHUS FOSTOCOM W,
cxsBaTtus Onecto 3a pyKy, 3acTaBui ee OCTaHOBUTbLCS.

Mbl B 3TO BpeMsi HaXoOUMUCb Kak pa3 Ha cepenHe ONVHHOW, Y3KOW 1 NPSIMON, Kak cTpena,
necHon npocekun. Bbicokue, CTponHble COCHbI 06CTYynanu Hac ¢ obenx cTopoH, obpasys
rMraHTCKNA, yxogawum Baasnbs KOpMaop co CBOAOM M3 OYLUMUCTLIX cnneTwnxcs BeTsen. [onble,
obnynueLimnecs cTBonbl Obiny okpalleHbl 6arpoBbiM 0TOGNECKOM goropatoLwen 3apw...

— Mouemy? NMNouvemy, Onecs? — TBepAWn S LLENOTOM U BCE CUNbHEE CXUMAar ee PyKy.

— A He morna... 4 6oanack, — ene cnblWwHO nNpousHecna Onecs. — A gymana, YTo MOXHO YWATK OT
cyabbbl... A Tenepsb... Tenepeob...

OHa 3ag0xHynacbh, TOYHO €1 He XBaTano BO3A4yXy, W BAPYr ee pyku BbICTPO 1 Kpenko 06Bunmnch
BOKPYI MO€EW Lweun, 1 Mou rybbl crnagko obxer Toponnuebli, Apoxawmi wenot Onecu:

— Tenepb MHe Bce paBHO, Bce paBHO!.. [loTomy 4To A ntobno Tebs, Mon 4OpPOror, Moe cHacTbe,
MOW HeHarnagHbIn!..

OHa npmxumanacbh KO MHe BCe CuUrbHee, 1 9 YyBCTBOBAl, Kak Tpenetano nog MoumMun pykamu ee
CUNbHOE, Kpernkoe, ropsyvee Teno, Kak 4yacto 6Mnocb OKono Moen rpyaun ee cepgue. Ee ctpactHble
nowuenyn BNMBanmcb B MOKO €Le He OKpenLyo OT 6one3Hn ronosy, Kak NbAHOE BUHO, 1 9 Havarn
TepsTb camoobnagaHue.

— Onecs, pagu 6ora, He Hago... OCTaBb MEHS, — FTOBOPUA 51, CTapasiCb pa3aTb ee pyku. — Tenepb
n a 6otock... 6otock camoro cebs... MNMyctn meHs, Onecs.

OHa nogHsana KBepxy CBoe N1uo, U BCe OHO OCBETUOCH TOMHOW, MEAIEHHON YIbIGKOW.

— He 6ovica, Mo MuneHbKWi, — ckasana oHa C HenepeaaBaeMbIM BblPaXXEHNEM HEXHOW Nackun un
TporaTenbHOM CMENOCTU. — A HUKOr4a He NonpekHy Tebsi, HMU K KOMY peBHOBATb He CTaHy... Ckaxu
TONbKO: NobuLlb Nn?

— JTrobnto, Oneca. JasHo ntobnio n kpenko nobnto. Ho... He uenyin meHs 6onblue... A cnabeto, y
MEHS ronoBa KPYXXUTCA, 9 HE py4atoch 3a cebs...

Ee ryGbl onatb ONro U MyYnTEnbHO-CNagKo NPUbHYN K MOUM, W 9 HE YCrbllan, a ckopee
yragan ee crosa:

— Hy, TaKk 1 He 6olics 1 He gyman HK 0 Yem bonblue... CerogHsa Haw AeHb, U HAKTO Y Hac ero He
OTHUMET...

M BCsi 9Ta HOYb Cnunackh B Kakyo-TO BOMWEBHY1O, YapyloLlyto ckasky. Baowen mecsu, n ero
CUsiHWe NpUYyannBO NeCTPO U TaMHCTBEHHO pacuBETUIO Nec, Nerno cpeam Mmpaka HepoBHbIMU,
NCCUHSA-6negHbIMM NATHAMW HA KOPSIBbIE CTBOSbI, HA U30rHYTbIE CyYbsl, HA MATKUIA, KakK
NoLWEBbLIN KOBEP, MOX. TOHKME CTBOMbI Gepes 6enenu pesko 1 OTYETNINBO, a Ha UX PeKYIo
NUCTBY, Ka3anock, 6bnn HabpoLueHbl cepebpucTbie, Npo3payvHble, ra3oBble NOKPOBLI. MecTamu
CBET BOBCE He MPOHMKan nop ryctom HaBec COCHOBbIX BETBEW. TaM CTOSIN MOSHbIN,
HenpoHULaeMbln MpakK, U TONbKO B CaMOW cepeauHe ero CKoMNb3HyBLUMK HeBe4OMO OTKyaa nyu
BAOPYT SAPKO 03apsan ANVHHBLIN pag AepeBbeB U Bpocan Ha 3eMto Y3Kyt0 NPaBUIibHYH JOPOXKY, —
Takylo CBETNYI0, HAPAOHYIO U NPEnecTHyo, TOYHO annes, yopaHHasa anbgamu ons
TopXecTBeHHoro wectBus O6epoHa n Tutanmn. Y mbl wnn, oGHABLWINCL, cpean 3Tomn
ynbibatoLLencs XmnBon nereHabl, 6€3 egMHOro cnoBa, NogaBfeHHbIE CBOMM CHACTBEM U XKYTKUM
Geamoneuem neca.



— [oporon mon, a 9 Beab 1 3abbina coBcem, YTo Tebe 4OMOWN HAOOo CNeLwwnTb, — CnoxXBaTunach
Bapyr Onecs. — BoT kakas ragkas! Tbl TONbKO YTO BbI3AOPOBEN, a 1 Teba 40 CMX Nop B necy
OEPXKY.

A oBHAN ee 1 OTKMHYN NNAaTOK C €€ ryCTbIX TEMHbIX BOSIOC U, HAKIMOHSACH K €€ yXy, CNPOCUIT YyTb
CIbILWHO:

— Tbl He Xaneewb, Oneca? He packanBaewbcs?

OHa meaneHHoO nokavana rorioBoMw.

— HerT, HeT... Y10 6Gbl NOTOM HM CRy4Ynnock, 1 He noxaneto. MHe Tak XxopoLlo...

— A pa3Be HenpeMeHHO OIMKHO YTO-HMBYab Cny4nTbCca?

B ee rnasax mMenbkHyno oTpaxxeHne 3HakoMOro MHe MUCTMYECKOTO yxXaca.

— O, ga, HenpemeHHo... NMomHuLWwb, 51 Tebe roBopuna npo Tpedosyto gamy? Begb ata TpedoBas
Aama — s, 9T0 CoO MHoW ByaeT HecyacTbe, NPO YTO CKa3anu KapThl... Tbl 3HaelWb, 9 BeAb XoTena
Tebs nonpocuTb, YTObbLI Thbl M BOBCE Yy HAc nepectan obiBatb. A TYT Kak pa3 Tbl 3abonen, un a Teb4
YyTb He nonmMecsua He Buaana... Ml Takas meHsa no tebe Tocka obysana, Takas rpycrb, 4YToO,
KaxkeTcs, Bce Obl Ha cBeTe oTaana, nuwb Obl ¢ TOBOK XOTb MUHYTOUKY ele nobbiTe... BoT Toraa-
TO A n pewmnace. [yctb, gymato, 4to ByaeT, To n 6yaeT, a 1 cBoen pagocT HUKOMY HE OTAaM...
— 310 NpaBga, Onecd. 3To 1 CO MHOM Tak BbINo, — ckasan 4, npukacascb rybamm K ee Bucky. — A
A0 Tex nop He 3Han, YTo Nnbnio Tebsa, NnokamecT He paccTancs ¢ Tobon. Hegapom, BUAHO, KTO-TO
ckasan, 4YTto pasnyka anga nobsu TO e, YTO BETEP AN OrHA: ManeHbKyto NoboBb OHa TyLINT, a
GonbLuyto pasayBaeT eLle CUNbHEN.

— Kak Tbl ckazan? MoBTopwn, NOBTOPU, NoXanymncra, — saanHTepecosanacb Onecs.

A noBTOpPMN eLe pa3 3TO He 3Hat0 KoMy NpuHaanexawiee nspedveHune. Onecs sagymanach, U
yBuAenN No ABMXEHUIO ee ryb, 4To oHa NOBTOPSIET MOW CrOBa.

A 6nusko BrnsabiBancs B ee 6negHoe, 3akMHYTOe Hasaz nuuo, B ee BonbluMe YepHble rnasa ¢
GnecTeBWNMUN B HUX APKUMW NyHHbIMKU Brivkamun, — u cCMyTHOe npegdyscTeune 6nunskon 6eabl Bopyr
BHE3anHbIM XONOAOM 3anon3sno B MOKO AyLy.
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MoyTu yenbin Mecay, Npogoskanack HauBHas, 0MapoBaTenbHasa ckaska Hawewn nbeu, 1 4o Cnx
nop BMecTe ¢ npekpacHbiM 06nnkom Onecu XmBYT C HeyBSAAOLWEN CUNOW B MOEWN AyLue 3TK
nbinarowme BevepHme 30pu, aTM pocucTble, bnaroyxarowmne naHgpilwamm n Megom yTpa, nosHble
60o4poK CBEXECTU N 3BOHKOrO NTUYBLErO rama, 3T XXapkue, TOMHbIE, NEeHMBbIE NIOHBbCKME OHW... Hn
pasy HWU CKyKa, H/ YTOMIIEHME, HU BEYHas CTpPacTb K 6poaayent XXmM3Hu He LWeBESbHYINUCh 3a 9TO
BpeMsa B Moen aywie. f, Kak a3bl4eckuii 60or nnm kak Monogoe, CUNbHOE XXMBOTHOE, Hacnaxaancs
CBETOM, TEnnoM, CO3HaTerNbHOW PafoCTbiO XN3HWU U CMIOKOWHOWN, 300POBOM, YyBCTBEHHOWN
no6oBbIo.

Crtapas MaHyiinuxa ctana nocrne MOero BbI340pOBMNeHNsS Tak HECHOCHO Bplo3rnuea, BCTpeyana
MEHS C TAaKOW OTKPOBEHHOW 3110001 1, NoKamMecT A CMaen B XaTe, C TakKMM LUYMHbIM OXXECTOYEHNEM
ABuWrana ropLukamu B neyke, 4to Mbl ¢ Onecer npegnovnTany CXo4uMTbCA KaXabli BeYep B fecy...
W BenuyecTBeHHas 3eneHasn npenectb 6opa, kak gparoueHHas onpasa, ykpaluana Hawly
6e3maTexHyo noboBb.

Kaxgbin oeHb 51 Bce ¢ 66nbunm yaneneHnem Haxogun, 4to Onecs — aTa BblpocLuas cpeam neca,
He yMeloLwasn gaxe untatb AeByLIKa — BO MHOMMX CryYasix XXU3HW NPOSBNAET YyTKYHO
AENNKATHOCTb U OCOBEHHbIN, BPOXAEHHbBIN TakT. B ntoben — B npsamom, rpybom ee cmbicne —
BCerga ecTb Y)XacHble CTOPOHbI, COCTaBNALWNE MyHEHbE U CTbI ANA HEPBHbIX, XY40XECTBEHHbIX
HaTyp. Ho Onecsa ymena nsberatb Ux C TakOW HAaMBHOW LLENOMYAPEHHOCTBIO, YTO HY pa3y HYU OAHO
AYypPHOE CpaBHEHME, HU OAMH LMHWUYHbBI MOMEHT He OCKOpOunn Hallen cBasu.

Mexay Tem npnbnuxanocb Bpemsi Moero otbesga. CobCTBEHHO roBopsi, BCe MOU Crny>KebHble
o6sa3aHHOCTU B [Nepebpoae Obinun yXe NOKOHYEHbBI, U S YMbILUNIEHHO OTTSrMBan Cpok MOero
BO3BpaLLeHNs B ropoa. A elle Hu cnoa He rosopun o6 atom Onece, 605Cb gaxe NpeacTaBuTb
cebe, kak OHa NpMMET MOe M3BeLLeHne 0 HeobxoaumocTn yexaTb. Boobuie s Haxoauncs B
3aTpPyAHUTENBHOM NONoXeHuW. MNpmBbIYKa NycTuna BO MHE CRULLIKOM rnybokue KopHu. Buaetb
exegHeBHO Onecto, CrnblWaTtbh €e MUNbIN FrONoC U 3BOHKUI CMEX, OLLyLLaTb HEXHYIO NpenecTb ee
nacku — ctano gna meHs 6ornblie Yyem HeobxoanMocCThb0. B peakne aHu, koraa HeHacTbe MeLarno
Ham BCTpeYvaTtbCs, 1 YyBCTBOBAN cebs TOYHO NOTEPSIHHBIM, TOYHO NIULIEHHBIM Yero-To camoro
rMaBHOro, CaMoro BaXXHOro B MOEN XU3HU. Bcskoe 3aHATUE Ka3anocb MHE CKYYHbIM, JIMLIHUM, U
BCE MO€ CYLLIECTBO CTPEMUIIOCH B fEC, K TNy, K CBETY, K MUNOMY NpuBbl4HOMY nuuy Onecw.
Mbicnb xxeHuTbecs Ha Ornece Bce Yalle 1 Yawe npuxoguna MHe B ronoy. CHavana oHa nuvulb
n3pezka npeacrasBnanacb MHe Kak BO3MOXHbIW, Ha KparlHWUA Criydain, YeCTHbIN UCXOA U3 HaLLUX
OTHoLWeHM. OaHO NMLWb 06CTOATENBCTBO Myrasno 1 OCTaHABMMBANO MEHS: A HE CMeN Aaxe
BooGpaxaTtb cebe, kakoBa byaeT Onecs, ogetas B MogHOe nnaTbe, pasroBapmsatoLas B
FTOCTUHOW C XXeHaMu MOUX COCMY>XMBLEB, UCTOPrHyTas N3 3TOM 04apoBaTenbHOW paMKu CTaporo
neca, NosiHOro nereHa N TanHCTBEHHbIX CUI.

Ho 4yem 6nvxe nogxoamno BpeMsi Moero oTbesga, TeM 6onbLUniA yxKxac oguHoyecTsa M 66nbLIas
TOCKa oBnagesarnuv MHOW. PelueHune XeHUTbCSA C KaxabliM AHEM Kpenso B MOewn aylue, U noa
KOHeL, 51 y)Xe nepectan BUAETb B HEM AeP3KMIA BbI3OB 00LecTBY. «XKeHATCA e xopoLune u
y4eHble NI0aN Ha LWBeKKax, Ha TOPHUYHbIX, — yTewan s ceba, — 1 XXUBYT NPEKPACHO M A0 KOHUa
AHeln cBonx BnarocnoBnsaioT cyabby, TONKHYBLUYIO MX HA 3TO pelleHne. He Byay e A HecyacTHee
Apyrux, B camom aene?»



OpHaxapbl B cepeanHe MoHS, Nog, BeYep, s, No 0bbIkHOBEHMIO, oxkmnaan Onecto Ha NOBOPOTE Y3KOW
NECHOW TPOMUHKN MeXAy KycTamu LBeTyLlero 6osapbillHUKa. A ewe nsganu yaHan nerkun,
ObICTPbIN WYM ee Laros.

— 3apaBcTByi, MO poAHEHBKNI, — ckadana Onecd, obHMMaa MeHA 1 TsSHKeno Ablwa. — 3axaancs
Hebocb? A 4 Hacuny-Hacuny BblpBanachk... Bce ¢ 6abyLukon BoeBana.

— [o cux nop He ytuxna?

— Kypa tam! «Tbl, roBopuT, NnponageLub u3-3a Hero... HatewunTca oH To60t0 BBONMIO, Aa 1 Bpocur.
He nobut oH Tebs BOBCE...»

— OTO OHa NpOo MeHs Tak?

— Npo 1ebs, munbii... Beab 51 Bce paBHO HYU OQHOMY €€ CITOBEYKY He Beplo.

— A oHa Bce 3HaeT?

— He ckaxy HaBepHO... KaxeTcs, 3HaeT. A ¢ Hel, BNpoyeM, 06 3TOM HUYEro He rOBOPIO — cama
poragbiBaetcs. Hy, aa 4yto o6 atom gymats... Morigem.

OHa copana BeTKy 605pbilIHMKA C NbILWHBbIM FHE340M Genbix LBETOB M BOTKHYNa cebe B BONOCHI.
Mbl Me4neHHO NOoLWWM No TPOMUHKE, YyTb PO30OBEBLLEN HA BEYEPHEM COSHLUE.

£ ewe nNpoLwnon HOYbH peLnn BO YTO Obl TO HM CTarno BbiCKa3aTbCs B 3TOT Bevep. Ho cTpaHHas
poboCTb OTsKEeNnsina Mown a3blk. A gyman: ecnu ckaxy Onece o moem oTbesae n 06 xeHntobe, TO
NoBEpPUT NN OHa MHe? He nokaxeTcs N ein, 4To 9 CBOUM NPeasioXXeHNeM TOMbKO YMEHbLUAto,
cMmaryato nepByto 60nb HAHOCUMOW paHbl? «BOT Kak gonaem A0 TOro KneHa ¢ 06o4paHHbIM
CTBOJIOM, TaK Cenyac e 1 HadHy», — Ha3Ha4mn 9 cebe MbICNeHHO. Mbl paBHANUCH C KNEHOM, U A,
GneaHes OT BOSIHEHWS, Y)Ke nepeBoaun AblxaHue, 4Tobbl Ha4aTb FOBOPUTb, HO BHE3AMHO MO
CMenocTb ocnabesana, paspeLlascb HEPBHbIM, HONe3HeHHbIM BueHnem cepaua n Xxonogom Bo
pTy. «[ABaguaTb ceMb — MOe (peparnibHoe YNCno, — AyMan A HECKOJTbKO MUHYT CMyCTS, — 4oCYMTalo
Ao asaguatm cemu, u Torgal..» U 9 npuHnmancsa cuMtatb B yMe, HO Korga Aoxoaun Ao Asaguatu
cemu, TO YyBCTBOBAIl, YTO PELUMMOCTb eLle He co3perna Bo MHe. «HeT, — roBopun s cebe, — nyywe
yX 6yay npogosmkaTb CHMTaTh 4O LWECTUOECATU, — 3TO COCTABUT Kak pas Leny MUHYTY, — 1 Torga
HenpeMeHHO, HEMPEMEHHO. .. »

— YT0 Takoe cerogHsa ¢ Tobon? — cnpocuna Bapyr Oneca. — Tbl AyMaellb 0 YEM-TO HENPUATHOM.
Y70 Cc TOBOW Cny4Mnocb?

Torga 9 3aroBopusl, HO 3aroBOPUI KakuM-TO0 CaMOMy MHE NMPOTUBHbLIM TOHOM, C HaMyCKHOM,
HeeCcTeCTBEHHOW HEOPEXHOCTBIO, TOYHO AENO WO O CaMOM NMYCTAYHOM npeaMeTe.

— [encTBUTENBLHO, €CTh ManeHbKast HEMPUATHOCTb... Tbl yragana. Onecs... Bugnwe nu, mos
cnyx6a 34ecb OKOHYEHa, U MEHSI HAYanNbCTBO BbI3biBAET B FOPOA.

Menbkom, cboky 51 B3rnsHyn Ha Onecto n yBuaen, kak cobexanu Kpacka ¢ ee nuua un Kkak
3agpoxanu ee rybol. Ho oHa He oTBETUNa MHE HM CnoBa. HeCKoNbKO MUHYT 9 MOSYa LWen C Hel
psaom. B TpaBe rpoMKo Kpuyanu Ky3Heumku, n 0TKyaa-To nsganeka 4oHOCUNCs ogqHoo6pasHblv
HanNPS>KEHHbIN CKPUIM KOPOCTENS.

— Tbl, KOHEYHO, 1 cama NoHnmaeLlb, Onecs, — ONATb Havan s, — YTO MHe 3[eCb OCTaBaTbCS
HeynoOHO 1 Herge, Aa, HakoHew, n cnyxbon npeHebperatb HENB3S. ..

— HerT... 4TO Xe... TyT N TOBOpPUTb Heyero, — oTo3Banacb Onecs kak 6yaTo Obl CMOKOWNHO, HO TaKUM
rNyXnm, 6€3XKM3HEHHBIM FONIOCOM, YTO MHE CTano XyTko. — Ecnu cnyxba, To, KOHEYHO... Hago
exaTb...



OHa ocTaHoBMNacb OKONMO AepeBa M onepnack cnMHow 06 ero cTBon, Bcs bnegHas, ¢ 6eccunbHo
ynaBLUUMKW BAOMb Tena pykamu, C Kankon, MyuuTenbHon ynolbkon Ha rybax. Ee 6negHocTb
ncnyrana MeHsi. A KMHYNCs K HEW N KPENKO Cxarl ee pyKu.

— Onecs... yto ¢ Tob6on? Onecs... munas!..

— Huyero... n3BMHUTE MeH4... 3TO NporaeT. Tak... ronosa 3akpy>xunacs...

OHa cgenana Hag cobor ycunue u npoLuna Bnepes, He OTHUMasa y MEHSI CBOEWN PYKW.

— Onecs, Tbl Tenepb 060 MHE AyPHO Nogymana, — ckasan s ¢ ynpekom. — CteigHo Tebe! Heyxenu
N Tbl AyMaellb, YTO 9 MOry yexaTb, 6pocuB Tebs? HeT, mosa goporas. A noTomy 1 Hayan aToT
pasroBop, YTO XO4y CErofHs e NOoWTU K TBoer BabyLuke 1 ckasaTb el, YTO Thbl Byaellb Moen
XEeHown.

CoBceM HeoXnaaHHO Ansa MeHsi, Onecto NoYTU He yANBUIIUM MOW CINOBa.

— TBoen xeHon? — OHa MeaneHHo 1 nevanbHO nokayana ronosoun. — Het, BaHeyka, Myunbin, 310
HEBO3MOXHO!

— Mouemy xe, Oneca? Noyemy?

— Her, HeT... Tbl 1 caMm NOHUMaELLb, 4TO 06 3TOM CMeLLHO 1 AymaTb. Hy kakasa s Tebe xeHa Ha
camoM gene? Tbl 6apuvH, Tbl YMHbIN, 06pa3oBaHHbIN, a A7 A 1 YuTaTb HE YMELD, U Kyaa CTYyNUTb He
3Hato... Tbl OQHOrO CThlga U3-3a MeHsi He obepeLubCs. ..

— 3710 BCe rnynoctn, Onecs! — Bo3pasun A ropayo. — Tbl Yepes nonroga cama cebs He y3Haellb.
Tbl HE No03peBaeLLb Aaxe, CKONbKO B Tebe BpOXXAEHHOro yma 1 HabntogatenbHocTn. Mbl ¢
TOOOV BMECTE NPOYNTAEM MHOIO XOPOLUNX KHWKEK, MO3HAKOMUMCSH C OBPbLIMUY, YMHBIMU f0OAbMN,
Mbl C TOGOW BECb LUMPOKNIA cBET yBnaANM, Onec4... Mbl O cTapocTu, 40 camon cmepTh Byaem
naoTn pyka ob pyky, BOT Kak Tenepb MAEM, U HE CTbIANTLCS, a ropanTbesa Tobon a byay n
Gnarogaputb TebS!..

Ha moto nbinkyto pedb Onecsa oTBeTUNa MHe Npu3HaTeNnbHbIM NOXaTUeM PyKU, HO Npogoskana
CTOATb Ha CBOEM.

— [la pa3Be 310 04HO?.. MoXeT ObITb, Thl €LLe He 3Haewb?.. A HMKorga He rosopuna Tebe... Beab
Yy MEHS OTUa HET... A1 He3aKoHHa4. ..

— [NepecTtaHb, Onecs... ATO MeHbLLE BCEro MEHA OCTaHaBnMBaeT. YTo MHe 3a Aerno o TBOEN
POOHM, eCcriv Tbl CamMa Ans MeHsi IOPOXe oTua U Matepu, opoxe Lenoro mupa? Her, Bce 310
MEnoYn, BCe TO NyCTble OTrOBOPKM!..

Onecsa ¢ TMxoun, NOKOPHOM NTacKoMr npuxarachk Nnneyom K Moemy rnrnevy.

— lFNony6uwuk... Jlyywe 6bl Thl BOBCE 06 3TOM HE Ha4YMHanN pasroBopa... Tbl MONOAOW, CBOOOAHBIN. ..
Heyxenun y meHsi xBaTuno Obl Ayxy cBa3aTb Tebs No pykam 1 No HOoram Ha BCHO XU3Hb?.. Hy, a
ecnu Tebe noTom apyras noHpasuTca? Beab Tbl MEHS TOrAa BO3HEHABMAWNLLb, NPOKMSHELb TOT
AEHb 1 Yac, Korga s cornacunacbk nonTtn 3a 1ebs. He cepaunck, mon goporon! — ¢ monb6om
BOCKIMKHYa OHa, BUAA N0 MOEMY fnLy, YTO MHE HEMPUATHbLI 3TK croBa. — A He xo4y Tebs
obugeTb. A BeOb TONLKO O TBOEM cyacTbe Aymaro. HakoHeu, Tbl no3abbin npo 6abyLiky. Hy
nocyau cam, passe XopoLlo 6yaeT ¢ Moein CTOPOHbI ee 0A4HY OCTaBUTb?

— Y10 X... n 6abywke y Hac mecto HaraeTca. (MpusHaTbes, Mbicib 0 6abyLuke MEHS CUITbHO
nokopobuna.) A He 3axo4eT OHa y HacC XWTb, Tak BO BCAKOM ropofe eCTb TakMe AOMa... OHU
Ha3sbIBalOTCA BoragenbHAMMU. .. rAe TakMM CTapyLlKam OaloT U MOKOW, U YXO4 BHUMATENbHbIN. ..



— Her, uto Tbl! OHa 13 neca Hukyga He nonget. OHa nogen Gontes.

— Hy, TaK Tbl yx cama npugymbiBan, Onecs, kak nydwe. Tebe npugetcsa BolbMpaTb MeXAy MHON K
6abyLwwkon. Ho Tonbko 3Han ogHO — 4TO 6e3 Teba MHe 1 XM3Hb ByaeT NPoTUBHA.

— ConHbiwko moe! — ¢ rnybokon HeXHOCTbIO NponsHecna Onecd. — Y 3a 0gHuM TBOM CrioBa
cnacubo Tebe... OTorpen Tbl Moe cepade... Ho Bce-Taku 3amyx s 3a Tebsa He nongy... Jlydwe yx
A1 Tak noray ¢ To6oK, ecnu He NPOroHULWb. .. TONBKO He CrneLuun, NoXanyncra, He TOPonu MeHS.
[aii MHe geHbka ABa, A BCe 3TO XOPOLUEeHbKo 06aymato... N ¢ 6abyLukor Toxe HYXXHO NOroBOpUThb.
— Mocnywan, Onecs, — cnpocun s, 0CEHeHHbI HOBOW Aoragkon. — A MoXeT BbITb, Tbl ONATh...
uepksn bonwbca?

Moxanyin, 4To ¢ 3TOro Bonpoca n Haao 6bino HavaTk. Moyt exegHeBHO cnopun s ¢ Onecen,
cTapasicb pa3ybeauTb ee B MHUMOM NPOKNATUMW, TArOTEIOWEM Hag ee poaoM BMECTeE C
obnagaHvem YyapogeriHibiMu cunamu. B cywHOCTH, B KaXK4OM PYCCKOM MHTENNUreHTe cnuant
HEMHOXKO pa3BmBaTend. OTO Y Hac B KPOBU, 3TO BHEAPEHO HAM BCEW PYCCKON 6enneTpuctmkon
nocnegHux gecatunetuin. NMoyem 3HaTb? Ecnu 661 Onecs rmyboko BepoBana, cTporo 6ntona
NOCTbl U HE nporyckKarna HY OOHOro LLePKOBHOIO CIyXXeHUs1, — BeCbMa BO3MOXHO, 4YTO Torga s cran
Obl NPOHM3MpPOBATL (HO TONBKO crnerka, Mbo s Bcerga Obin BEPYHOLLMM YENOBEKOM) Hag ee
PEenMrmo3HOCTbLIO U pa3BuBaTb B HEN KPUTUYECKYHO MbITMBOCTL yMa. HO OHa ¢ TBepaon N HanBHOM
ybexaeHHOCTbIO ucnosegoBana csoe obLieHne ¢ TEMHbIMU CUaMu U CBOe OTYYXKAeHue oT bora,
0 KOTOPOM OHa gaxe 6osanacb roBoOpuUTb.

HanpacHo s nokywanca nokonebaTb cyeBepune Onecn. Bce moun normyeckune JoBoapl, BCe Mon
NHOW pa3 rpybble 1 3nble HacMeLLKN pa3buBanncb 06 ee NOKOPHY YBEPEHHOCTb B CBOE
TavHCTBEHHOE POKOBOE Npu3BaHue.

— Tl 6onwbcesa uepksn, Onecsa? — noBTopun 4.

OHa mMonya HaknoHuna ronosy.

— Tl gymaewwsb, 4Tto 60r He npumeT Teba? — NpogoMmKan s ¢ Bo3pacTarowen ropsayHoCcTblo. — YTto y
Hero He xBaTuUT Anga Tebs munocepauna? Y Toro, KOTOPbIA, NOBENeBas MUSIMOHAMWN aHrenoB,
cowlen, ogHaKo, Ha 3eMII0 1 MPUHAI Y)XXKaCcHYH0, NO30PHYI0 CMepTb AN1s n3baBneHns Bcex niogen?
Y TOro, KTO He NOrHyLasncs packasHMeM caMon NocneaHen XeHLwmHbl n obeltan pa3bonHunKy-
ybuiiue, 4TO OH cerogHs xe ByaeT ¢ HAM B pato?..

Bce 310 6bIn10 yxe He HoBo Onece B MOEM TOMKOBaHWMW, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa Jaxe W1 CnyLatb
MeHs He cTana. OHa GbICTpbIM ABWKeHNeM cbpocuna ¢ ceba nnatok u, ckomkas ero, 6pocuna
MHe B nunuo. Hayanack BO3Hs. A cTapancs OTHATb Y Hee UBeToK 6osapbilHMKka. ConpoTmBAAsCh,
OHa ynarna Ha 3eMro 1 yBNneKna MeHs 3a coboto, pagoCTHO CMESICb 1 MPOTArMBas MHe CBOM
pacKkpbITble YaCTbIM AbIXaHNEM, BNaXKHbIE MUSbIE TyObl. ..

[Mo34HO HOYBIO, KOrAa Mbl NPOCTUIUCE M YXKe pasoLLIMCh Ha JOBOSIbHO BOMbLIOE paccTosHNE, 9
BAPYr ycnbiwan 3a coboto ronoc Onecwm.

— BaHeuka! MNogoxan MuHyTKy... A Tebe 4To-TO ckaxy!

A noBepHyncsa n nowen K Hen HascTpeyy. Onecsa nocnewHo nogdexana ko MHe. Ha Hebe yxe
CTOAN TOHKNI cepebpsHbI 3a3yOpeHHbIN cepn MOMOAOro Mecsua, u npu ero 6negHom ceeTe A
yBuaen, 4yto rnasa Onecu NonHbl KPYNHbIX HEBBLINTMBLLMXCS Cres.

— Onecs, 0 Yem Tbl? — CIPOCUI S TPEBOXHO.



OHa cxBaTmna Mou pyku 1 ctana ux LenosaTb NooYepeaHo.

— Munbin... kakor Tbl xopowmnin! Kakon Tel 4oBpbIn! — roBopuna oHa gpoXaLium ronocom. — A
cenyac wna u nogymana: kak Tel MeHst ntobuwb!.. N 3Haewb, MHE y)XacHO xoyeTcsa caenath Tebe
YTO-HMOYAb OYEHb, OYEHb MPUATHOE.

— Onecs... [leBo4ka Mosi cnaBHasi, YCrOKOWUCS. ..

— Mocnywan, ckaxun MHe, — NpogomKana oHa, — Tbl bl 04eHb ObiN JOBOMEH, ecnu Obl A kKoraa-
HMOYAb Nowna B LepkoBb? TONbKO NpaBay, UCTUHHYIO NPaBAy CKaXMW.

A 3agymancs. Y meHsa BApyr MernbkHyna B rofloBe CyeBepHasi MbICb: @ HE CIy4YMTCS 1 OT 3TOro
Kakoro-Hnbyab HecyacTbsa?

— Y10 x)e Tbl Monunwb? Hy, roBopu ckopee, Obin Obl Thl 3TOMY pag unm tebe Bce paBHO?

— Kak Tebe ckasaTb, Oneca? — Havan s ¢ 3anuHKon. — Hy aa, noxanywn, MHe 3T0 6bIno Obl
NpUSATHO. 1 B€Ab MHOro pa3 rosopun Tebe, YTO My>XYMHA MOXET HE BEPUTb, COMHEBATbCH, Aaxe
CMeATbCS, HakoHeL,. Ho eHLWmHa. .. XeHuwmHa gomkHa ObiTb HaboxHa 6e3 paccyxaeHuin. B Ton
MPOCTON U HEXHOW JOBEPYMBOCTU, C KOTOPOW OHa oTaaeT cebs nog 3awuTy 6ora, g Bcerga
YyBCTBYH YTO-TO TpOraTefnbHOE, XXEHCTBEHHOE U NMPEKPACHOE.

A 3amonyan. Onecs ToXe He OT3blBanacb, NPUTaNUBLUNCL FOSIOBOM OKOMO MOEW rpyau.

— A 3a4em Tbl MeHsi 06 3TOM cnpocuna? — nontbonbITCTBOBAN 1.

OHa BApyr BCTpeneHynaco.

— Tak cebe... MpocTo cnpocuna... Tel He oGpawan BHMMaHuS. Hy, Ao cBuaaHnsa, MUNbIN.
[Mpuxoawn xe 3aBTpa.

OHa ckpbinack. A ewe 4onro rnagen B TEMHOTY, MPUCNYLLNMBAACH K YacTbIM, YAANsBLUMMCS OT
MeHs Wwaram. Baopyr BHe3anHbIl y)kac npegyyBCcTBUS OXBaTU MeHs. MHe HeyaepXnmo
3axoTenock nobexartb Bcned 3a Onecen, JorHaTb ee 1 NPoCcUTb, YMONATb, Aaxe TpebosaTb, ecnu
HY>KHO, 4TOObI OHa He Wna B LepkoBb. HO 9 caepkan CBOW HEOXMAAHHbIN NOPbIB N JaXe —
MOMHIO, — NyCKasiCb B 4OPOry, NPOroBOpPWI BCAYX:

— KaxeTcs, Bbl camu, foporon Mo BaHeuka, 3apasunucb cyesepuem.

O, 6oxe mon! 3ayem s He nocnyLwanca Torga CMyTHOMO BNevYeHus cepaua, KoTopoe — s Tenepb,
6e3yCcnoBHO, BepIo B 3T0! — HUKOraa He owmbaeTcst B CBOUX ObICTPbIX TalHbIX NPeaqyBCTBUSAX?



Xl

Ha gpyron geHb nocne 3Toro CBUAaHUSA NPULLIENCS Kak pa3 Npa3gHuK CB. Tpouubl, BbiNasBLUMi B
3TOM rofy Ha AeHb BENMKOMy4YeHnka Tumodesa, korga, No HapoaHbIM CKka3aHusaMm, bGbiBatoT
3HameHusa nepeq Heypoxaem. Ceno MNepebpoa B LEPKOBHOM OTHOLLIEHUN CYMTANOCH NPUMUCHBIM,
TO €CTb B HEM XOTA U Bblna CBOS LLEepPKOBb, HO OTAENBHOrO CBALEHHUKA NPU HEW He nonaranoch, a
Haes3Xan nspegka, nocToMm 1 nNo GonbLMM NpasgHnkam, CBALLEHHUK cena Bonybero.

MHe B 3TOT AeHb He06Xx0AMMO BbINO Cbe3aANTb NO CryXebHbIM Aenam B coceagHee MECTEYKO, U 5
OTNpaBWnCA Tyga 4acoB B BOCEMb YTPa, eLle No XonoAky, BepxoM. [Ina pasbe3nos 9 AaBHO yxe
Kynun cebe HebonbLUOro xxepebymka net WecTn-ceMu, NPOUCXOANBLUENO U3 MECTHOW HEKA3UCTOM
nopoabl, HO 0YeHb NMOBOBHO U TLWATENBHO BbIXONIEHHOrO NPEXHMM BriagenbLeM, ye3aHbIM
3emnemepom. Jlowanb 38anu TapaH4YMkoM. A CUNBbHO NPUBA3ANCS K 3TOMY MUITOMY XXUBOTHOMY, C
Kpenkumm, TOHEHbKUMU, TOYEHBIMWN HOXXKaMn, C KOCMaTOW YEeNKOW, U3-nog KOTOpOoKr CEpANTO U
HeJOBEPYMBO BbIrMSAbIBANIN OFHEHHbIE MNas3kn, C KPENKUMU, IHEPIMYHO CxXaTbiMy rybamu. Mactum
OH 6bIn 4OBOMBbHO PEAKON N CMELLIHON: BECb Cepblii, MbILLACTbIA, U TONBbKO MO KPYMy Yy HEro Lwnm
necTpble, 6enble 1 YepHble NATHA.

MHe npuwnocb NpoesxaTtb Yepes Bce ceno. bonbliaga 3eneHas nnowaap, naywiasa ot Lepksu o
kabaka, Oblna cnnowb 3aHATa ANIMHHBIMKW paaamMun Tener, B KOTOPbIX C XXeHaMun 1 AeTbMu
npuexanu Ha npasgHUK KpecTbsiHE OKPECTHbIX AepeBeHb: Bonowwn, 3ynsHu n Mevanoskn. Mexay
Teneramv cHoBanu noan. HecmMoTpsa Ha paHHUIA Yac 1 CTPOrMe NOCTaHOBNEHNA, MEXAY HAMN yxKe
Hame4anucb NbsiHble (BOAKOW MO NpasgHUKam 1 B HOYHOE BpeMS TOprosasn NoTUXOHbKY ObiBLUMIA
wuHkapb Cpynb). YTpo 6bino 6e3BeTpeHHoe, AywHoe. B Bo3gyxe napwno, n aeHb obewan 6b1Tb
HeCTepnnmo >apknm. Ha packaneHHOM 1 TOYHO NoaepHYTOM cepebpncTon Nbinbio Hebe He
nokasanocb HW OgHOro obnavka.

CnpaBuB BCe, YTO MHE HY)XHO ObINo B MeCcTeuke, 9 NePEKyCus Ha CKOpPYo PyKy B 3ae3XeM Jome
(hapLUMpPOBaAHHOW €BPENCKON LLIYKOW, 3anur ee NpeckBepHbIM, MyTHbIM NMUBOM U OTNPaBUSICS
Aomon. Ho, npoesxas MMMO Ky3HMLbl, § BCMOMHWI, 4YTO Yy TapaH4nka gaBHoO yxe xnabaet
noJKkoBa Ha NeBov NepeaHen, 1 0CTaHOBUICS, YTOObI NepekoBaTh Nowaab. OTO 3aHAMO0 Y MEHS
ellle Yaca nonTopa BpeMeHu, Tak YTo, Koraa s nogbesxan K nepebpoackon okonuue, 6bino yxe
MEXAY YeTbIPpbMS 1 NATbI0 Yacamu NONOMAyaHN.

Bca nnowaapb kMwmsa kuwena nesHbiM, rangawmum Hapogom. Orpagy 1 KpbinbLo Kabaka
OykBanbHO 3anpyaunnu, Tofkas u gaBsa Apyr Apyra, nokynarenu; nepebpoackme KpectbsiHe
nepemeLLanmcb C NPMe3XMMN, pacceBLUNChb Ha TpaBse, B TEHM NOBO3OK. [oBclogy BUOHENUCH
3anpoKMHYTbIe Ha3ag ronoBbl U NOAHATLIE BBEPX OYTbINKW. TpesBbiX yKe He 6blno HU OAHOro
yenoseka. ObLee onbsiHEHME OOLWNO A0 TOro npeaena, Koraa Myuk HaunHaeT 6ypHO m
XBacCT/MBO NpeyBenuynBaTb CBON XMenb, KOraa Bce ABWKEHUSA ero npuobpeTatoT paccnabneHHyro
N FPY3HYO0 pasMallncToCTb, KOrga BMECTO TOro, Hanpumep, YTobbl yTBEPAUTENbHO KUBHYTb
rofloBOW, OH OcedaeT BHM3 BCEM TYNOBULLEM, CTMbaeT KoNeHu 1, BApYr NOTEPSIB YCTOMYNBOCTb,
B6ecnomMoLLHO NATUTCA Hasaa. PebaTuiukmn BO3MIMCh M BU3XKanNKU TyT e, Nog Horamu nowagen,
paBHOAYLLHO XeBaBLUMX ceHo. B nHom mecTe 6aba, cama ene gepxacb Ha Horax, ¢ nnadyem u
pyraHbto TalmMna AoMoin 3a pykaB ynupasLuerocs, 6e306pasHo nbaHOro myxa... B TeHn 3abopa
rycrasi Kyyka, YenoBek B ABaguaTtb MYyXMKOB 1 6a6, TecHO ob6cena cnenoro NMpHMKa, 1 ero
ApOXaLLWiA, THyCcaBbli TEHOP, COMPOBOXAAEMbIN 3BEHSLLMM MOHOTOHHbIM XYXOKaHNEM



WHCTPYMEHTA, Pe3KO BblAENANCs U3 CNOLHOro ryna tonnsl. Ewle nsganu ycneiwarn s 3HakomMble
CrnoBa «OYMKU»:

Ovi 3uiLlna 30ps, Tavl BeYNPHSIS

Hap lNoyaeBbim cTana.

Ovi BbILLIIO BUKICKO TypeLKoe,

Ak Ta yepHas xmapa. ..
[anble B 3TOM yMKe paccka3blBaeTCsl O TOM, Kak TypKu, He ocunus NovYaeBckon naspsbl
NpUCTYNOM, NOPELLNN B3ATb €€ XUTPOCTbLo. C 3TOM Lenbio OHM nocnanu, kak 6yato 6el B gap
MOHAaCTbIPO, OFPOMHYIO CBEYY, HAYMHEHHYIO NOpoxoM. [NpuBesnu 3Ty cBeYy Ha ABeHaduaTn napax
BOJSIOB, M 06pajoBaHHbIE MOHAXW YXXe XOTeNn BO3KEYb €€ nepen MkoHon MNoyaesckon 6oxuen
mMaTepu, HO 6or He 4OMNYCTMUN COBEPLUNTBLCH 3MOAENCKOMY 3aMbIChly.

A npucHUIOCS cTapLliemy yteLy:

Tovi cBu4m He bpatn.

BbiBe3tn en B yncroe rorne,

Cokupamu 3pybatu.
N BOT MHOKM:

BbiBesnu en B ynctoe rnorie,

Cranbl en pybaty,

Kynu n natpoHbl Ha BCU CTOPOHbI

Cranbl — retb! — pockugaru. ..
HeBbIHOCUMO >XapKuin BO3AyX, Ka3anocb, BECb Oblfl HAChILWEH OTBPaTUTENbHBIM CMELUAHHbIM
3anaxoMm neperopesLUen BOOKN, NyKa, OBYMHHbIX TyynoB, KPEMNKON Maxopku-6akyHa n ncnapeHui
rpsA3HbIX YenoBevecknx Ten. NMpobunpasicb OCTOPOXHO MexXay NoabMU U C TPYAOM yaepKmBas
MOTaBLUEero ronoBon TapaH4yuka, 1 He MOr He 3aMeTUTb, YTO CO BCEX CTOPOH MEHS NPOBOXanu
GecuepeMoHHble, NboNbITHbIE U BpaxaebHble B3rnsabl. [1poTnB 0ObIKHOBEHUS, HXN OOUH YenoBeK
He CHAN Lanku, HO WyM Kak 6yaTo 6bl yTux npn moem nosineHvn. Bapyr rae-to B camon
cepeavHe Tonmnbl pasgancs MbsAHbIA, XPUNIbiA BbIKPUK, KOTOPbLIA 4, 0OHaKO, ICHO He pacchnblwarn,
HO B OTBET Ha Hero pasgarncs caepaHHbl XoXoT. Kakon-To XXeHCKUI rofioc ctan ucnyraHHo
ype3oHuBaTb ropriaHa:
— Tvwn Tbl, AypeHb... Hero opews! Yenbiwunr. ..
— A 4TO MHe, YTO yCnbIWKT? — NpogormKarn 3a0pHO MYXUK. — YTO e OH MHe, Ha4yanbCTBO, YTO
nn? OH TOMbKO B lecy y CBOEMN...
OwmepauTenbHas, ANWMHHas, yXacHas opasa nosucna B BO3gyxe BMeCTe CO B3PbIBOM HEUCTOBOIO
xoxoTa. A 6bICTpO NOBEPHYN Ha3aj nowaab U CyLOPOXHO CXXan PyKOSATKY Hararku, OXBavyeHHbIN
TO 6GE3yYMHON POCTbIO, KOTOPAasi HUYErO HE BUAUT, HA O YEM He AymaeT 1 H1u4ero He Goutes. U
BAOPYr CTpaHHas, 6onesHeHHasi, TOCKNMBasa MbICNb NPOMESbKHYNa Y MeHsa B ronose: «Bce aTo yxe
NPONCXoAMNMNO KOrga-To, MHOro, MHOro fieT TOMy Hasaf, B MOEW XU3HU... Tak e ropsido nanvno
conHye... Tak xe Obina 3anuTa WymaAwmm, Bo3by>KaeHHbIM HApO4OM OrpoOMHas nnowagb... Tak
Xe obepHyncs s Hasag B npunagke 6eweHoro rHesa... Ho rae ato 6b1n0? Korga? Korga?..» A
ONyCTWUIT Haramky 1 ranonom nockakarn K omy.
Apmona, MeaneHHo BbIWeALNIA U3 KyXHU, NPUHAN Y MEHS nowab 1 ckasan rpy6o:



— Tam, naHbIy, y Bac B KOMHaTe cuanT n3 MaprMHOBCKOW 3KOHOMUN NPUKa3YUK.

MHe noYyamnock, YTO OH XOYET €eLLe YTO-TO NPUBaBUTb, OYEHb BaXKHOE A1 MEHS U HEMPUSATHOE,
MHE NoKa3anocb Aaxe, YTO NO NNLY ero CKONb3HyNo 6ernoe BblpaXeHue 3101 HacMeLLKun. A
HapOYHO 3aZepXarncs B ABEPSX U C BbI3OBOM OrNsAHyNcsa Ha Apmony. Ho OH yxe, He rnaasa Ha
MeHs, Tawmn 3a y3ay nowaab, KoTopasi BbiTArnsana snepep LWek 1 OCTOPOXHO nepecTtynana
Horamu.

B Moei koMHaTe A 3acTan KOHTOpLMKa coceaHero umeHus — Hukuty Hasapoeiva MuweHky. OH
OblN B CEPOM NUOKaYKe C OFPOMHbBIMU PbKMMUN KNEeTKaMu, B Y3KMx Bprovkax BacubKOBOrO LBeTa
N B OTHEHHO-KPACHOM rascTyke, C NpMnoMaxeHHbIM NPobopom nocepeamHe ronoBbl, BECb
GnaroyxarLnin NepCnaCcKon CUPEHbIO. YBMAEB MEHS, OH BCKOYMIT CO CTyNna 1 NPUHANCSA
pacLlapkMBaTbCA, HE KIaHASACh, a Kak-TO TIOMasiCb B NOSACHULE, C YNbIOKON, OBHaXKaBLUEN
GneaHble gecHbl 06enx YentocTen.

— Wmeto vecTb knaHaTbes, — ntobesHo Tapatopun Huknta Hasapbiv. — O4eHb NpUATHO
yBUOETbCS... A 9 yXK TyT x4y Bac ¢ camon o6eaHu. [laBHO A Bac Buaen, Aaxe COCKy4uncs 3a
BaMn. YTO 9TO Bbl K HAM HMKOrga He 3arnaHete? Hawwm ctenaHbckme GapbIHM aXe CMETCs C
Bac.

W Bopyr, noagxBayYeHHbI BHE3AMNHbIM BOCMOMUHAHWEM, OH pa3pasurica Heyaep>KUMbIM XOXOTOM.
— BoT, 4 Bam ckaxy, notexa-To Obina cerogHs! — BOCKNMKHY OH, AaBACb U NpbicKas. — Xa-xa-xa-
xa... A gaxe 6okn pean co cmexy!..

— YT0 Takoe? Yrto 3a notexa? — rpybo cnpocun s, He CKpbIBasi CBOEro HeyAOBOSbCTBUS.

— MNMocne obegHu ckaHgan 3gechb npousoLlen, — npogoskan Hukuta Hasapbly, npepbiBasi CBOO
peyb 3annamu xoxota. — lNepebpoackune gusyarta... Het, eii-6ory, He Bbiaepxy... Nepebpoackue
AuBYaTta noMmanu 3gecb Ha nnowaaun segbMy... TO eCTb, KOHEYHO, OHW ee BebMOW CYMTAIOT No
CBOEW My>XWLKON HeobpasoBaHHOCTHU... Hy, 1 3aganu xxe oHu el BCTpscky!.. XoTenun gerrem
BbIMa3aTb, ja OHa BblBEPHYNacCb Kak-To, yTekna...

CrtpawHaga goragka 6necHyna y meHs B yme. A 6pocuncs K KOHTOPLLMKY M, HE NOMHSA cebs oT
BOJIHEHUS, KPENKO BLEMUIICH PYKOW B €ro nneyo.

— Yto BbI roBopute! — 3akpuyan s HeMcToBbIM rosIocoM. — [1a nepecTaHbTe Xe pXxaTb, YepT Bac
nogepwu! lNpo kakyto BeabMy Bbl roBOpUTE?

OH Bapyr cpasy nepecrarn CMeATbCS U BbiNy4Yun Ha MEHS KpYyrible, UCMyraHHble rnasa.

—4... 4... NpaBo, He 3Hato-C, — pacTepsHHO 3aneneTtan oH. — KaxeTcs, kakas-1o Camynnuxa...
Manyinuxa... nnu. lNossonbte... [loyka kakor-to Manynnuxmu?.. TyT 4To-TO Takoe 6onrtanu
MY>KUKW, HO S, NPU3HAaTbCS, HE 3anOMHUI.

£ 3acTtaBun ero pacckasaTb MHe Mo NOpsiAKy BCe, YTO OH Buaen v cnblwarn. OH roBopun Heneno,
HECBA3HO, NyTasaCb B NOAPOBHOCTAX, U A KaxXayto MUHYTY nepebuBan ero HeTepnennebiMn
paccrnpocammn 1 BOCKNMLAHUSMU, NOYTN BpaHblo. N3 ero pacckasa s MOHsM OYeHb Masno M TONbKO
MecsiLa ABa CrnycTa BOCCTAHOBMWM BCHO NOCNeA0BaTENbHOCTb 3TOM0 NPOKMASATOro cobbITMSA CO CroB
€ro 04eBMANLbI, XXEHbl KA3EHHOrO NIECHMYEro, KoTopasi B TOT AeHb Takke Obina y o6eaHu.

Moe npeguyBcTBue He obmaHyno meHsa. Onecsa nepenomuna ceok 60A3Hb U NPULLINIA B LEPKOBb;
XOTs1 OHa nocnena ToNbKO K cepefuHe cny>0bl U cTana B LLEPKOBHbIX CEHSX, HO ee npuxog, Obin
TOTYaC Xe 3aMeYeH BCEMM HAaXOAMBLUMMUCS B LEPKBU KpeCTbsiHaMn. Beio cnyx0y XeHLMHbI
nepeLlenTbiBannCb U ornsabiBanncb Hasaga.



OpHako Onecsa Hawna B cebe 4OCTaTOYHO Cunbl, YTOObI AOCTOATE 40 KOHUa 06eaHio. MoxeT
ObITb, OHa HE NOHsINAa HacTOSALWEro 3Ha4YeHNs1 ATUX BpaaebHbIX B3rNaaoB, MOXeT ObiTb, U3
ropgocTtu npeHebperna umu. Ho Korga oHa Bbilna U3 LLEPKBKU, TO y CaMol orpaabl €e Co BCeX
CTOPOH 06CcTynMna Kyyka 6ab, CTaHOBUBLLASACA C KaXXA0W MUHYTON BCe BonbLue n 6onbLue 1 Bce
TecHee capuraeLasacsa Bokpyr Onecu. CHavyana oHM TonbKo Monya n 6ecuepemMoHHO
pasrnagpisany 6eCnoMoLLHY0, NyrfMBO 03MPaBLLUYHCS NO CTOPOHaM AeBYLUKY. [ToTom
nocbinanuck rpybble HacMeLLKK, Kpenkue CnoBa, pyratenbCTBa, CONPOBOXAAEMble XOXOTOM,
NOTOM OTAENbHbIE BOCKNULAHUSA CAIMNUCL B OOLLMIA NPOH3UTENBHLIN 6abuii rBanT, B KOTOPOM
HU4ero Henb3sa 6bIno0 pazobpath 1 KOTOPLIN elle 6onblle B3BMHYMBAN HEPBbI pacXOAMBLUENCA
Tonnel. Heckonbko pa3 Onecd NbiTanacb NPONTU CKBO3b 3TO XUBOE YXXacHOE KOrbLO, HO ee
NMOCTOSAHHO OTTanKuBanu onsiTb Ha cepeauHy. Bapyr BU3rNmBLIN CTapyLLeynin ronoc 3aopan
OTKyAa-ToO no3aau Tonnsbl: «[errem ee BbiMasatb, ctepBy!» (M3BecTHO, 4TO B Manopoccuu
Ma3aHbe AerTem gaxke BOPOT TOro AoMa, rae XMBEeT AEBYLUKA, COMPSKEHO ANS Hee C
BENMYarLINM HECMbIBaeMbIM NO30pOM.) MoYTH B Ty Ke MUHYTY Haa ronosamm 6ecHytowmxcsa 6ab
nosiBunacb MasHuLua ¢ AerTeM u KUCTbO, NepefaBaemas U3 pyk B pyKu.

Torga Oneca B npunagke 3n06bl, y)kaca n ot4asHMa 6pocmnack Ha NepByro NONABLUYHCS U3
CBOUX MyYMUTENbHUL, TaK CTPEMUTENBHO, YTO cbmna ee ¢ Hor. ToTyac e Ha 3emrne 3akunena
cBarnka, u 4ecaTKn Ten cMelanucb B 0aHy obuyto kpudawyto maccy. Ho Onece npamo Kakum-To
4YyOOM yAanocb BbICKOMb3HYTb U3 3TOro Krybka, n oHa onpomMmeTbio nobexana no gopore — 6e3
nnaTka, C pacTep3aHHOM B TOXMOTbS OAEXA0M, N3-NoL4 KOTOPOW BO MHOMMX MecTax Obino BUAHO
ronoe Teno. Benep e BMecTe ¢ 6paHblo, XOXOTOM U yNiONoKaHbeM noneteny kamHn. OgHako
NnorHanuncb 3a Her TONbKO HEMHOrMeE, Aa n Te cendac xe otctanu... OTbexas LwaroB Ha
natbaecst, Onecsa octaHOBMNach, NOBEPHYNa K 03BepeBLLEN Tonne ceoe bnegHoe,
ncuapanaHHoe, OKpOBaBMNEHHOE NMLO M KPUKHYA Tak rPOMKO, YTO Kaxgoe ee cnoso 6bino
CNbILWHO Ha Nnowaau:

— Xopowo xel.. Bbl ewe y meHa BcnomHuTe 310! Bhl eLle Bce HannayeTeck gockiTal

OTa yrposa, Kak MHe NOTOM nepegasana Ta xe oyesnguua cobbitus, 6bina NpomsHeceHa C Takom
CTPaCTHOM HEHABUCTbLIO, TAKUM pPELUNTENBbHbLIM, MPOPOYECKMM TOHOM, YTO HA MTHOBEHWNE BCH
Tonna kak 6yaTo 6bl oueneHena, HO TONbKO HA MrTHOBEHWE, MOTOMY YTO TOTYaC e pa3gancd
HOBbIN B3pbIB BpaHu.

[MoBTOPSAO, YUTO MHOrME NOAPOBHOCTM ITOrO NPOUCLLECTBMSA A y3HAN ropasgo nos3gHee. Y MeHst He
XBaTUIO CUM N TEPNeHnsa JocnyLwaTtb A0 KOHUa pacckas MueHkun. A Bapyr BCOMHUI, YTO
Apmona, HaBepHO, He ycnen elle pacceanatb nowaapb, U, He Cka3aB U3yMIIEHHOMY KOHTOPLLUKY
HW CroBa, NOCMNELLHO BbIWeN Ha ABOpP. SpMona AeNCTBUTENBHO elle Boann TapaHynka BOOMb
3abopa. A 6bICTPO B3HY34anN nowaab, 3aTaHyn nognpyrn u 06be3aom, YTobbl ONsATb He
npobupaTtbCst CKBO3b MbAHYIO TONMY, NOCKakan B nec.
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HeBO3MOXXHO OnNncaTb TOro COCTOSHWUA, B KOTOPOM A HaX04UINCs B NpoAoSIKeHNe moen GeLleHom
ckaykn. MuHyTamm 9 coBcem 3abbiBan, Kyaa 1 3a4emM ealy; 0CTaBanocb TOSIbKO CMYyTHOE CO3HaHue,
YTO COBEPLUMIIOCH YTO-TO HEMOMPaBMMOE, Herernoe 1 y>xacHoe, — CO3HaHUe, NOX0oXee Ha TSHXKeNyro
GecnpuynHHYIO TPEBOrY, OBNadeBatoLLyo MHOrAa B NMXOpago4HOM KomMape YyenoBekom. M B 10
e BpeMs — KaK 3TO CTpaHHO! — y MeHs1 B rofioBe He nepectasan ApoXaTb, B TaKT C NowaguHbIiM
TONOTOM, FHyCaBbIi, pa3buTbI rofI0C CAENOro NMpHUKa:

Ovi BbILLIIO BUKICKO TypeLKoe,

Ak Ta yepHas xmapa. ..
HobpaBLunch 00 y3KON TPOMMHKK, BEALEN NpAMO K XxaTe MaHynnuxm, s cnes ¢ TapaHyuka, Ha
KOTOPOM MO Kpasm NOTHMKA U B TEX MECTax, rae ero Koxa conpukacanacb co copyen, 6ensimm
KOMbSAMM BbICTYNuNa rycras neHa, v nosen ero B nosoay. OT CMNbHOro AHEBHOIO Xapa n oT
ObICTPON e34bl KPOBb LLUYyMeNa Yy MeHsi B rOflIOBe, TOYHO HarHeTaemas Kakum-TO OFPOMHbIM,
6€e30CTaHOBOYHbLIM HACOCOM.
lMpuBs3aB nowaab K NreTHIo, 4 Bowern B xaTty. CHavyana MHe nokasanock, 4to Onecu HeT goma, n
Yy MeHs flaxke B rpyan 1 BO pPTY MOXOSIOAEN0 OT CTpaxa, HO CNyCTS MUHYTY A ee YBUAEN, Nexallyro
Ha NOCTEeNn, NMLOM K CTEHe, C rofioBon, cnpATaHHOM B nogywkn. OHa aaxe He obepHynack Ha
LYyM OTBOPSIEMOWN ABEPM.
MaHrynnunxa, cugesLias TyT Xe psaoM, Ha 3emrie, ¢ TpYAOM MOoAHANack Ha HOrM 1 3amaxana Ha
MEHS1 pyKamu.
— Tnwe! He wymu Tbl, OKasiHHbIN, — C YrpO30W 3allenTana oHa, NoAxXo4s KO MHe BrnoTHY0. U
B3rNSAHYB MHE MPAMO B rfia3a CBOMMM BbILUBETLUNMU, XONOAHBIMU rfla3aMun, oHa npoLuunnena
3n06Ho: — Yto? Jourpancs, rony64mk?
— Mocnywan, 6abka, — BO3pasnn s1 CypoBO, — TENEPb HE BPEMS CHUTATLCA U BbirOBapuBaTth. YTo C
Onecen?
— Tcc... Tnwe! bea namatn nexut Onecs, BoT 4to ¢ Oneceli... Kabbl Tbl He nes, kyaa Tebe He
cnepyeT, oa He 6onTan Gbl Yenyxu AeBYOHKe, HUYero 6bl Xygoro He cny4vunocek. U a-to, aypa
netasi, CMOTpena, NoTBopcTBoBana... A Begb 4yano moe cepgue 6eay... Yysano oHo Hegobpoe ¢
TOro camMoro JHsi, Korga Tbl YyTb HE CUIIOK0 K HaMm B xaTy BopBarncs. Uto? Ckaxellb, 3TO He Tbl ee
noaobun B LEPKOBb NOTALUTLCA? — BOAPYT C UCKPUBIIEHHBIM OT HEHABUCTU fINLIOM HaKMHyNnacb Ha
MeHs cTapyxa. — He Tbl, 6apuyk npoknaToin? [1a He nrn — n He BEPTU NUCbUM XBOCTOM-TO,
cpamHuk! 3avyem Tebe noHagobmnock ee B LEPKOBb MAHUTL?
— He maHun s ee, 6abka... [1ato Tebe crnoso B 3ToM. Cama oHa 3axoTtena.
— AX Tbl, rope, rope moe! — BcnnecHyna pykamu Manynnuxa. — lNpubexana ottyga — nuua Ha HeWn
HeT, BCcs pybaxa B LWMaTkm pactep3aHa... [poctoBonocas... PacckasbiBaeT, kak 4Tto 6bino, a
cama — TO XOXO4eT, TO nnadvert... Hy, npsaMo BOT Kak KNukyLla Kakas... Jlerna B nocTesb... Bce
nnakana, a NnoTom, rnsy, kak 6yaro 6bl 1 3agpemana. A-1o, Aypa ctapas, obpagosanacb 6bIn10:
BOT, AyMalo, BCE CHOM MPOnAeT, nepekuHeTca. [Ny, pyka y Hee BHU3 cBecunach, Aymaro: Hago
nonpaBuTb, 3aTeKeT pyKa-To... TpoHyna s ee, ronybyLulKy, 3a pyKy, a OHa BCsl TaK XXapom U
nbiweT... 3Ha4nT, OrHeBULa C Hel Havanack... C Yac 6e3 ymorky rosopuna, 6biCTpo Aa XKanocTHO
Tak... BOT TONbKO-TONLKO 3amMonyana Ha MUHYTOYKY. YTo Tbl Hagenan? YTo Tel Hagenan c Hen? —
C HOBbIM HamnsbIBOM OTYasAHUSA BOCKITMKHYA cTapyxa.



W BOpyr ee kopnyHeBOe nnuUo cobpanock B YyAOBULLHYO, OTBpaTUTENbHYIO rpumacy nnava: rybol
pacTAHYNUCb U ONYCTUIMUCH MO Yrnam BHWU3, BCE NMUYHbIE MYCKYIbl HAMPArNUCh U 3apoXar,
OGpoBM NOAHANNCH KBEPXY, HAMOpPLLMB Nob rnybokMMmn cknagkamu, a u3 rnas Heobbl4arHO 4acTo
nocbiNanucb KpynHble, Kak ropoLwnHbl, cnesbl. O6xBaT1B pyKamu rofioBy 1 NOMOXMB NOKTU Ha
CTOr, OHa NPUHANAach KayaTbCH B3aj 1 BNepes BCEM TENOM U 3aBbifia Hapacrnes Brosnromnoca:

— [loyeuka mosi-a-a! BHy4yeyka muneHbkas-a-a!l.. Ox, r-o-0-opbko MHe, TO-0-OLUHO!..

— [la He peBu Tbl, cTapas, — rpybo npepsan a1 MaHynuxy. — Pa3byauub!

Crapyxa 3amornyana, Ho BCe C TOW e CTpaLUHOM rpyMacomn Ha nuue npogosnkarna Kav4atbcs B3aj
1 Briepea, Mexagy TeM Kak KpyrnHble cresbl nagany Ha CTosl... Tak NpoLrio MUHYT C AeCsTb. A
cvaen psaom ¢ MaHynmxom n ¢ TOCKOW criywwiarn, Kak, 0OAHOO6pa3HO M NPEPbIBUCTO XYXOKa,
6beTcst 06 OKOHHOE CTEKNO MyXa. ..

— babywika! — pasgancsa sapyr cnabbli, 4yTb ChblWHbIN ronoc Onecn. — babyuika, KTo y Hac?
MaHynnunxa nocnewHo 3aKoBbINana K KpoBaTu U TOTHaC Xe OnsATb 3aBbina:

— Ox, BHy4e4ka mMos, po-ogHasi-a-a! Ox, ropbKO MHe, CTa-a-pou, TOLLHO MHe-e-e-€...

— Ax, 6abywwika, aa nepectaHb Tbl! — C )anobHoin Mmonbbon 1 cTpagaHMeM B rorioce ckasana
Onecs. — K10 y Hac B xate cugut?

£l OCTOPOXHO, Ha LpbINOYKax, NoAOLLEN K KpoBaTh C TEM HENOBKUM, BUHOBATbIM CO3HaHWEM CBOETO
300pOBbA U CBOEN rpyboCTH, Kakoe Bcerga ollyliaellb OKono 601bHOro.

— 3710 9, Onecs, — cka3an 5, MoHMXas rofioc. — A TONbKO YTO Npuexar BepxoM U3 AepeBHU... A
BCe yTpo A B ropoae 6bin... Tebe Hexopowo, Oneca?

OHa, He OTHMMas nuua oT nogyLlek, NPOTAHyNa Hasag O6HaXeHHYH0 PyKy, TOYHO ULLa Yero-To B
BO34yXxe. H NOHAN 3TO ABWXEHNE U B3AN ee ropsaYvyto pyKy B CBOW pyKu. [1Ba OrpOMHbIX CUHUX
NSATHa — OOHO Haj KUCTbIO, a APYroe MoBblLLe NOKTS — Pe3KO BblAENANUCb Ha 6enon HeXHON KOXe.
— MNony6uuk momn, — 3arosopuna Onecs, MeaneHHo, ¢ TPYAOM OTAeNAa OAHO CNOBO OT APYroro. —
XoyeTcs MHe... Ha Teba nocMoTpeTb... Aa He Mory S... Bcio meHs... usypogosanu... NoMHuULWb. ..
Tebe... Moe nuuo Tak Hpaeunock?.. [paBaa, Beab HpaBMNoChb, POAHOW?.. U A Tak aToMy Bceraa
pagoBanacs... A Tenepb Tebe NpoTUBHO ByAeT... CMOTPETb Ha MeHs... Hy, BOT... ... 1 He Xouy...
— Ornecsl, NPOCTU MEHS, — LUENHYI A1, HAKIMOHSAACL K CaMOMYy ee yXy.

Ee nbinatowasn pyka Kpenko n Jonro cxvmana mMoto.

— [a yto Thi!.. YTtO TbI, MUNBIN?.. Kak Tebe He cThigHO 1 gymaTb 06 aToM? Yem xe Tbl BUHOBAT
3gecb? Bce g ogHa, rnynag... Hy, yero 4 nonesna... B camom gene? Het, COnHbIWKO, Tbl cebs He
BMHOBATb...

— Onecs, no3Bosb MHe... Tonbko obellan cHavYana, YTo NO3BONVULLb. ..

— OGewato, ronybumk... BCe, YTO Tbl XOYELLb...

— No3Bonb MHe, noxanyncra, nocnatb 3a 4OKTOPOM... [Mpouwy Tebs! Hy, ecnu xovelb, Tbl
MOXeELUb HUYEro He UCNONHATb U3 TOro, YTO OH NpUKaxeT. Ho Tbl XOTb ANA MEHSA Cornacucs,
Onecs.

— Ox, MunbIn... B Kakyto Tbl MeHs1 NOBYLLKY nonmar! HeT, yx nyyiie Tbl N03BOMb MHE CBOEro
obelaHna He gepxaTtb. A, ecnu 6bl 1 B camom aene 6bina 6onbHa, Nnpy cMepTun Obl Nexana, Tak u
TO K cebe gokTopa He noanycTuna 6bl. A Tenepb A pa3se 6onbHa? 3TO NPOCTO y MEHS OT UCnyry
Tak caenanochk, 3To0 NPOMAET K Bevepy. A HeT — Tak 6abyLlika MHe naHabILWEeBOW HACTOMKM JacT
UNN MaruHbl B YanHUKe 3aBapuT. 3a4eM Xe TyT AOKTOP? Tbl — MOW JOKTOP camblil Nyywwmi. Bot



Tbl NpULLES, U MHEe cpas3y ferye caenanochb... AX, 04HO MHe TOSIbKO HEXOPOLLIO: XO4y NornsaeTb
Ha Tebs XO0Tb 04HMM rnaskom, aa 60tcCh. ..

£ ¢ HEeXHbIM yCcunmnem OTHSAN ee ronosy OT noAaywku. Jinyo Onecu nbinano NMxopagoyHbIv
pyMsiHLEM, TEMHbIE rna3a 6rnecrtenn HeeCTeCTBEHHO SPKO, Cyxmne rybbl HEPBHO B3gparmsanm.
[nunHHbIE KpacHble ccaanHbl M3bopoxaanu ee nob, Wwekn n wek. TeMHble CUHAKM Obinn Ha Ndy n
nog rnasamu.

— He cmoTpu Ha meHs... MMpowy Tebs... Magkas a Tenepb, — ymonsiowe wentana Onecs,
cTapasdACb CBOEK NaJoHbI0 3aKpbITb MHE rrasa.

Cepaue moe nNepenonHUnoCh XanocTbto. A NnpuHKK rybamm Kk OnecmHon pyke, HeNnoOaBMXKHO
nexasLUen Ha ogesrne, 1 cTarn nokpbiBaTb ee JONTMMU, TUXUMU nouenysaMu. A 1 paHblue Lenosan
WMHOrAa ee pyku, HO OHa Bcerga OTHMMara ux y MeHsi C TOpOninBbIM, 3aCTEHYMBBLIM UCTYTOM.
Tenepb e oHa He NPOTMBUNACL 3TOM Nacke 1 Apyron, CBOGOOHOW PYKOW TUXO rnagnna MeHs no
BOJIOCaM.

— Tbl BCe 3HaelWb? — WenoToM cnpocuna oHa.

A monya HaknoHun ronosy. lNpaBaa, s He Bce NOHAN n3 pacckasa Hukntel Hasapbelya. MHe He
X0Tenock TonbKo, YTo6bl Onecsa BonHoBanach, BCnoMmmnHast 06 yTpeHHeM npouvcluectsumn. Ho
BAPYr Npu Mbicnn 06 ockopbneHnu, KOTOPOMY OHa NoABeprnach, Ha MEeHA cpasy HaxmblHyna
BOJIHA HEYAEepPXXMMOWN APOCTN.

— O! 3auem MeHs TaM He ObIno B 9TO Bpems! — BCKpudan s, BbINPSMUBLUNCH W CKMMast Kynaku. — A
Obl... A1 Obl...

— Hy, nonHo... nonHo... He cepauck, ronybuuk, — KpoTKO npepBana meHa Onecs.

A He mor Bonee yaepXxuBaTtb crnes, AaBHO AaBUBLLMX MHE FOpso M Xerwux rnasa. lNpvnas nuuyom
K nnevy Onecu, 1 6€33By4HO M rOpPbKO 3apblgarn, CoTpscasiCb BCEM TEMOM.

— Tl nnavewsb? Thl NNavews? — B ronoce ee 3assByyany yanBrneHue, HEeXHOCTb U cocTpagdaHue. —
Mwunbii Mmon... [la nepecTtaHb xe, nepectaHb... He Mmyyb cebs, ronybyunk. Beab MHe Tak xopoLlo
Bo3ne Tebs. He 6yaem e nnakatb, Noka Mbl BMecTe. [laBan XOTb nocnegHue gHU NpoBeaem
Beceno, YTobbl HaM He Tak Tshkeno 6bino paccTaBaTbCs.

A ¢ nsymneHnem nogHan ronosy. HedacHoe npeavyBCcTBUE BOPYT MEASIEHHO CXaro Moe cepaue.
— MNocnegHue gHn, Oneca? MNovemy — nocnegHe? 3ayem e Ham paccTaBaTbCa?

Onecs 3akpbina rnasa n HeCKONMbKO CEKyHA, Monyana.

— Hapo Ham npoctutbea ¢ Tobon, BaHeuka, — 3aroBopuna oHa pelmnTenbHo. — BOT Kak Tonbko
YyTb-4yTb MOMPAaBMIOCh, Cenyac xe Mbl ¢ 6abyLukorn n yegem otctoga. Henb3a Ham 3aechb
ocTaBaTbcA 6onbLue...

— Tbl 6Gounwbca yero-HNMbyab?

— HeT, mown goporon, H14ero s He 60t0Cb, ecnv NoHagobuTcs. ToNbKo 3a4em xe Ngen B rpex
BBOAUTBL? Thl, MOXET ObITb, HE 3HaelWb... Beab a4 Tam... B [epebpoae... norpo3unachk co 3na aa
CO CTblga... A Tenepb YyTb YTO CINYYUTCH, CeMYac Ha HaAC CKaXKyT: CKOT N HA4YHeT nagatb, Unu
XaTta y Koro 3aropurcsi, — Bce Mbl 6yaem BuHoBatbl. babylika, — obpaTunacb oHa k MaHnyiinmxe,
BO3BbILLASA ronoc, — npasay BeAb S rOBOPHO?

— Yero Tbl roBOopuna-To, BHy4YeHbka? He paccnblwana 4, npusHaTtbcsa! — npolamkana crapyxa,
noaxoast No6nmke 1 NPUCTaBnAA K yxy nagoHb.



— A roBopto, 4TO Tenepb, kakasn 6ol 6eaa B MNepebpoae HM cnyymnnack, BCe Ha Hac ¢ Tobon ceanaT.
- Ox, npaBga, npasaa, Onecs, — BCe Ha Hac, ropeMbIYHbIX, CBaNAT... He xuTb Ham Ha 6enom
cBeTe, n3BeayT Hac ¢ ToOOoK, COBCEM U3BEAYT, MPOKMATUKN... A TOraa, Kak MeHs 13 cena
BbirHanu... Yto x? Pa3sBe He Tak e 6bino? MNorpo3unnacs 4... Toxe BOT C ocaabl... O4HOM
Aypulle nonocaTon, a y Hee — xBaTb — pebeHok nomep. To eCTb HY CHOM HU OyXOM TYT MO€eW
BMHbI HE BbINo, a Beb MeHA YyTb He Younu, okasiHHble... KamHamu ctanu wnbatb... A 6ery ot
HWX, Aa TonbKo Tebs, ManoneTky, Bce obeperato... Hy, oymato, NyCcTb y>K MHE nonageT, a 3a 4YTo
Xe ANTIO-TO HENOBMHHYO 06mxkaTb?.. OAHO CNOBO — BapBapbl, BUCENbHUKN NOoraHble!

— [a kyna xe Bbl noegete? Y Bac BeOb HUrAe HU POOHbIX, HA 3HAKOMbIX HET... HakoHel, 1 AeHbrn
HY>KHbI, YTOObl HA HOBOM MEeCTe YCTPOUTLCS.

— Obowngemcs kak-HUbyab, — HebpexxHo nporosopuna Onecs. — U geHbrn y 6abyLiku HanayTes,
npunacna oHa Koe-4To.

— Hy yX 1 geHbru Toxe! — ¢ HeygoBONbCTBMEM BO3pa3una crapyxa, 0Txogs oT KpoBaTu. —
Koneeukn cupoTtckune, cnesamm obnutole...

— Onecs... A a kak xe? O60 MHe Tbl M yMaTb Aaxe He XOYeLlb! — BOCKNNKHYN 51, YyBCTBYS, KakK BO
MHe noAabIMaeTcs ropbkuii, 6onbHON, HeaobpbI ynpek npoTns Onecu.

OHa npuBcTana u, He CTeCHASACL NpUcyTCcTBUEM Babkun, B3sina pykamm MO rofloBy U HECKOSbKO
pa3 noapsi4a nouenosana MeHs B 1106 u Lweku.

— O06 Tebe A 6onblue BCcero gymaro, MO po4HOW. TONbKO... BUAWLb NK... HE cyabba Ham BmecTe
ObITb... BOT 4TO!.. [MOMHULW, A Ha Tebs kapTbl 6pocana? Beab BCe Tak 1 BbILWLIO, KAk OHM CKa3anu
Torga. 3HauuT, He xo4eT cyabba Hawero ¢ Tobon cyacTbs... A ecnu Bbl He 3TO, pasBe, Tbl
Aymaellb, 51 Yyero-Hmbyapb ncnyranacb 6bi?

— Onecs, onATb Thl NPO CBO CyAbby? — BOCKNMKHYN 1 HETEpPNENnBo. — He xo4y 9 B Hee BEpUTD. ..
n He Byay HMKoraa BepuTh!..

— OX, HET, HeT... He roBOPU 3TOro, — UCNyraHHo 3awwenTtana Onecsa. — A He 3a cebs, 3a Tebs
6otock, ronybumk. Het, nydiwe Tbl y>k 06 3TOM 1 pa3roBopa He Ha4YMHam COBCEM.

HanpacHo a ctapancs pasybeants Onecto, HanpacHo pucosan nepes Hel KapTUHBbI
6e3MATEXHOro CYacTbs, KOTOPOMY HE MOMELLAIOT HKU 3aBuUCTNMBas cyabba, Hu rpybble, 3nble
ntogn. Onecsa TONbKO Lenosana Mou pyku 1 oTpuyaTenbHO Kadana rofioBow.

— HeT... HeT... HeT... 4 3Halo, A BUXY, — TBepAuna OHa HAaCTOMYMBO. — Hu4ero Ham, Kpome rops, He
OyaeT... HAYero... H14ero...

PacTepsHHbIl, COUTBIN C TONKY 3TUM CyeBEPHbIM YNOPCTBOM, 51 HAKOHEL, CNPOCUIT:

— Ho Begb, BO BCAKOM cnyyae, Tbl Aallb MHE 3HaTb O AHe oTbe3na?

Onecsa 3apgymanacbk. Bapyr cnabas yneibka npobexana no ee rybam.

— A Tebe Ha 3TO CKaxXy ManeHbKyto cka3ouky... OgHaxabl BOMK 6exan no necy, ysuaen 3andmka um
roBoput emy: «3asu, a 3asu, Beab A 1eb6a cbem!» 3asay ctan npocuTtbes: «lomMunyi MeHs, BOIK,
MHE eLLle XUTb XO4ETCH, Y MEHA AOMa OETKN ManeHbkmex». Bonk He cornawaetca. Toraa 3asy,
roBopuT: «Hy, gan MHe XOTb TPU AHS eLle Ha CBETE MOXWTb, a MOTOM U Cbhellb. Bce e MHe neryve
ymupaTtb ygeT». [lan emy BOMK 3TV TpuU HS, HE €CT ero, a TONbKO Bce cTepexeT. [powen oanH
AEHb, NpoLLen ApYron, HaKoOHEeL, U TPeTUN KoH4YaeTcs. «Hy, Tenepb roToBbCHA, — FOBOPUT BOSIK, —
cenyac s HadHy Tebsa ecTb». TYT MOW 3asy, 1 3annakan ropoynumMm cnesamm: «Ax, 3a4em Tbl MHe,
BOJIK, 3TV Tpu AHs nogapun! Jlydwe Obl Tbl Cpady MeHs Chen, Kak TONbKo yBuaen. A To 9 Bce Tpu



OHSA He Xun, a ToNbKo Tep3ancsa!» Munblh MoK, Beflb 3a4MK-TO 9TOT nNpaBay ckasan. Kak Tbl
aymaelb?

A Monyan, oxBadeHHbI TOCKNMBLIM NpeavyBcTBMEM 6nunskoro ognHoyectsa. Onecs Bopyr
nogHsanack 1 npucena Ha nocrtenu. JIMuo ee ctano cpasy cepbesHbIM.

— BaHng, nocnywai... — npomMsHecna oHa C pacCTaHOBKOMW. — CKaXkn MHE: noKamecT Tbl 6bin co
MHO10, 6bIn N Tbl cyacTnue? Xopowo nm Tebe 6b1no?

— Onecsa! U TbI ewe cnpalwumsaeLlb!

— MNogoxau... XKanen nu Tbl, YTO y3Han MeHA? [lyman nu Tbl O PYrou XeHLMHe, Korga suaencs
CO MHOK?

— Hwn ogHoro mrHoBeHusi! He Tonbko B TBOEM MPUCYTCTBUN, HO AaXe N OCTaBLUMCb OA4MH, Sl HU O
KoM, Kpome Tebs, He gyman.

— PeBHoBan nu Tol MeHA? Bbin nn Tbl Koraa-HMbyab Ha MeHsA HeJoBoMneH? He ckyyan nu Tbl CO
MHOI?

— Hukorpa, Onecsa! Hukorpa!

OHa nonoxuna ob6e pykn MHe Ha nneyn n ¢ HeBbipa3uMon NboBbLIO Nornsaena B Moy rnasa.

— Tak 1 3Hawn xe, MO JOPOrow, YTO HUKOrAa Tbl 060 MHE HE BCMOMHULLB SYPHO UK CO 3110M, —
ckasana oHa Tak ybeauTtenbHO, TOYHO YMTana y MeHsa B rnasax byayujee. — Kak pacctaHemcs Mbl
c Tobown, Tskeno Tebe B nepoe Bpems byaeT, ox kak Taxeno... MNnakate 6ygewbs, mecta cebe He
Hangewsb HUrge. A noTom Bce npongeT, Bce uarnagutcs. M yx 6e3 ropsa Tl 6ygewb 060 MHe
AyMaTb, a Nerko n pagocTHO.

OHa onATb OTKMHYNAch rofioBOM Ha MNOAYLIKM M npoLuenTana ocnabeBLunM roioCoM:

— A Tenepb noesaxawn, Mon Joporoin... lNMoesxar gomon, ronybuuk... Ycrana s HEMHOXKO.
Mogoxau... nouyenyin mens... Tbl 6abyLukm He Bolics... oHa Nno3BonuT. [o3BonuLb BeAb,
6abywka?

— [la y>x NnpoCTUCb, NPOCTUCL Kak creayeT, — He4OBOJSIbHO NpoBopYana crapyxa. — Hero xe nepefo
MHOW TauTbCsa-TO?.. [1aBHO 3Hal0...

— lNouenyn meHs ctoga, v croda elle... n ctoga, — rosopuna Onecs, nputparvBasiCb nanbLem K
CBOWM rnasam, Lekam u pTy.

— Onecs! Tbl NpoLLaeLbcs CoO MHOK Tak, kak 6yaTo 6bl Mbl yxKe He yBuaumcs 6onbue! —
BOCKIMKHYI 9 C UCNYTrOM.

— He 3Halto, He 3Hato, Mo munbiin. Huuero He 3Hato. Hy noesxan ¢ 6orom. HeT, nocToin... ewe
MUHYTOYKY... HakrnoHn Ko MHe yxo... 3Haellb, 0 YeM £ Xarnek? — 3allenTtana oHa, npukacascb
rybamm k moen eke. — O ToM, 4YTO Y MeHS HET OT Tebsa pebeHouka... AX, Kak s Gbina 6bl paga
aTomy!

£ Bbiwen Ha KpbinbLo B conpoBoxaeHun Manyiinuxu. lNonHeba 3akpbina YepHas Tyya ¢ pe3kumn
Kyp4aBbIMUX KpasgMu, HO COSHLE eLlle CBETUIO, CKINOHSACH K 3anagy, 1 B 3TOM CMELLEHUN cBeTa U
HagBuratoLernca TbMbl 66110 YTO-TO 3noBewee. CTapyxa nocMoTpena BBepPX, NPUKPbIB rnasa, Kak
30HTUKOM, NAJOHbIO, N 3HAYUTENBHO NoKavana rofioBoMn.

— BbITb ceroagHs Hag Nepebpoaom rpose, — ckazana oHa ybeanTenbHbIM TOHOM. — A 4ero
aobporo, gaxe n ¢ rpagom.



XV

A nogvesxan yxe K lNepebpoay, Koraa BHe3anHbI BUXPb 3aKpyTUN U NOrHan no gopore ctonobebl
nbinu. Ynanu nepsble — peakne n Taxernble — Kannu JoXas.

MaHynnuxa He owmbnace. po3a, MeaneHHO HaKONNABLUAACS 3a BECb 3TOT XapK1iA, HECTEPNUMO
AYLWHbIA AeHb, pa3pasunack ¢ HeobblIkHOBEHHON cunon Hag Mepebpogom. MonHua 6nuctana
no4ytn 6ecnpepbIBHO, 1 OT packaToB rpoma ApOoXKanu U 3BEHENN CTeKNa B OKHaX MOEW KOMHaTbI.
YacoB 0K0no BOCbMM BeYepa rposa yTuxrna Ha HECKOSNIbKO MUHYT, HO TOMbKO ANSA TOro, YToobl
NOTOM Ha4yaTbCs C HOBbIM OXXeCToYeHueM. BOopyr 4To-TO € ornywmnTenbHbIM TPECKOM NoChiNanoch
Ha KpbILY W Ha CTeHbl cTaporo goma. A 6pocuncsa k okHy. OrpoMHbIN rpag, C rpeuKkmii opex
BEJIMYNHOWN, CTPEMUTENBHO Nazan Ha 3eMito, BbICOKO NoANpbIrMBas NOoTOM KBepxy. A B3rnsHyn Ha
TYTOBOE [epeBo, POCLLEE OKOSO CaMoro JomMa, — OHO CTOSINIO COBEPLUEHHO rorioe, BCe NUCTbS
ObInKn cOUTLI C HEro cTpalwHbIMK yaapamu rpaga... [log OkHOM nokasanach ene 3ameTHas B
TeMHOTe durypa ApmMonbl, KOTOPbIN, HAKPbIBLLUMCh C FONIOBO CBUTKOW, BblOEXan n3 KyxHu, 4ToObI
NPUTBOPUTL CTaBHU. Ho OH ono3gan. B ogHoO 13 ctekon Bapyr ¢ Takow CUNon yaapun rpoMagHbIn
KyCOK NnbAy, Y4TO OHO pa3bumnocbk, U OCKOSKN ero CO 3BOHOM pasneTennchb No nosy KOMHaThbI.

A novyscTBOBan cebst yTOMNEHHbIM 1 NpUner, He pa3faeBasiCb, Ha KpoBaTb. A gyman, YTo MHe
BOBCE He yacTCs 3aCHYTb B 9Ty HOYb M 4YTO A 0 yTpa byay B 6eccunbHOM Tocke BOpOYaThCs C
BoKy Ha 6OK, MO3TOMY S peLunn ny4ywe He CHUMaTb NnaTbs, YTOObl MOTOM XOTb HEMHOIO YTOMUTb
cebst ogHoobpasHor xoabbor nNo KomHaTe. Ho Co MHOW criyumnach OYeHb CTpaHHas BELb: MHE
nokasanoch, YTO S TONbKO HA MUHYTKY 3aKpblSl rfasa; Korga xe s packpbii Ux, TO CKBO3b LLenu
CTaBEH YXXe TAHYNMCb ANVHHbIE APKME Ny4n COMHLUA, B KOTOPbIX KPYXXUNNCb BecYncneHHble
30M0Tbl€ MbINHKW.

Hap moen kpoBaTblo ctoan Apmona. Ero nuuo Beipaxano cypoByto TPEBOry U HETeprnenueoe
oXuaaHue: JOMKHO BbiTb, OH yXKe [aBHO JOXMAANCA 34eCb MOEro NpobyxaeHus.

— MaHbIy, — cka3an oH CBOUM TUXMM FOSI0COM, B KOTOPOM CriblLLanocb 6€CnokoncTBo. — [NaHbly,
Tpeba Bam oTcioga yes3xartb...

£ cBecun Horm ¢ KpoBaTu U C N3yMneHnem nornagen Ha Apmony.

— Yeaxatb? Kyna yeaxatb? 3a4em? Tbl, BEpHO, C yma cowuen?

— Huyero a ¢ yma He cxogun, — orpbi3Hynca Apmona. — Bbl He 4ynu, 4To BYepaLUuHuin rpaj
Hapobun? Y NonoBUHbI Cena XuTo, Kak Horamu, notontaHo. Y kpusoro Makcuma, y Koana, y MyTa,
y Mpokonyykos, y Nopans Onedumpa... Hacnana-Taku WKogy BegbMaka YepToBa... YTob el
CrMHYTB!

MHe BOpyr, B 04HO MIHOBEHWE, BCOMHUIICS BECb BYepaLUHUN AeHb, Yyrpo3a, NPonu3HeCEeHHas
okono uepksn Onecen, n ee onaceHus.

— Tenepb Bcs rpomaga 6yHTyeTca, — npogormkan Apmona. — C yTpa Bce onaTb NepeEnnncs u
opyT... VI npo Bac, naHblvy, KpuyaT Hegobpoe... A Bbl 3HaeTe, sika y Hac rpomaga?.. Ecnv oHm
BeAbMakaMm Lo 3pobAaT, TO Tak 1 Tpeba, To cnpaBeaIMBOE AeNo, a BaM, NaHbIvy, 9 CKaxy OgHO —
yTekanTe ckopemuLle.

WNtak, onacenna Onecu onpasganucb. Hy>kHo 6b1n0 HeMeaneHHO NpeaynpeanTb ee O rpO3MBLLEN
en n Manynnuxe 6ege. A ToponnnBo odencs, Ha Xo4y CNOMIOCHY BOAOK NULO M Yepes nonyaca
yXe exan KpynHow pbiCblo No HanpasrneHuio bucosa Kyra.



Uem Bnvke noasuranca 9 K n3byLuKke Ha KypbuUX HOXKaX, TEM CUNIbHEE BO3pacTarno BO MHe
HeonpegeneHHoe, TOCKNMBoe 6eCrnoKonCcTBO. A C yBEPEHHOCTbIO roBOpMI camomy cebe, 4To
cenyac MeHsi NOCTUTHET Kakoe-TO HOBOE, HEOXMAaHHOoe rope.

MouTtn 6erom npobexan s y3Kyto TPONUHKY, BUBLLYHOCS NO necdaHomy npuropky. OkHa xaTbl 6binm
OTKPbITbI, ABEPb PaCTBOPEHA HAaCTEXb.

— ['ocnogu! Yo xe Takoe cnyyunocsk? — npowenTan s, BXOAA C 3aMupaHuem ceppua B CEHU.
Xarta 6bina nycta. B Heli rocnoacTBoBan TOT nevarnbHbli, FPA3HbIN 6ecnopagok, KoTopbin Bcerga
oCTaeTcs nocre nocnewHoro Bblesga. Kyyun copa v TpANoK nexanu Ha nony, Aa B yriy cTosn
AepeBSAHHbIN OCTOB KpPOBaTy. ..

C cTeCHeHHbIM, NepenoriHEeHHbIM Cre3amu cepaLuemM g XOTen yxXe BbINTU U3 XaTbl, Kak BAPYr Moe
BHUMaHWe NpuBMeK SpKUK nNpeamMeT, 04eBUAHO HAPOYHO MOBELLEHHbIV Ha YroSyl OKOHHOW paMmbl.
OT10 6blNa HUTKa gelleBbIX KpacHbIX OyC, M3BECTHbIX B [lonecbe nog Ha3BaHMEM «KOPansoBy, —
eOWHCTBEHHas Bellb, KOTOpasi ocTanacb MHe Ha namsTb 06 Onece 1 06 ee HeXxHoM,
BENMKoAyLIHON No6BMu.

1898



