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MHe 6bino Torga net Aeaguatb NaTb, — Havan H.H., — aena gaBHO MWHYBLUMX AHEN, Kak Buaute. A
TONMbKO YTO BbIpBaICs HA BOSO M yexan 3a rpaHuly, He Ang Toro, YTobbl «kKOHYNTb MOe
BOCMUTaHMEY», KaK roOBapMBanochb Toraa, a npocTo MHe 3axoTenocb NOCMOTpeTb Ha Mup 6oxwnin. A
ObIn 300pOB, MONOA, BECer, AEHbIN Y MEHSI HE NEPEBOANNNCH, 3a00Thl eLle He ycnenu 3aBeCTUCh
— 4 xun 6e3 ornagkn, genan, YTo xoten, npoyseTan, ogHumM cnosoMm. MHe Toraa v B ronoBy He
NPUXOANIIO, YTO YerIoBEK He pacTeHne 1 npouseTaTb eMy 40Mro Henb3s. MonogocTb eCT NPSHUKK
30M04€eHble, Aa N AYMAET, YTO 3TO-TO U eCTb Xneb HacyLHbIN; a NpuaeT Bpems — 1 xnebua
Hanpocuwbcsa. Ho TonkoBaTb 06 3TOM He AN Yero.
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Wtak, neT gBaguaTb TOMy Ha3ag A NPOXMBan B HEMeLKOM HeBonbLLIOM ropoake 3., Ha NeBoOM
Gepery PeiHa. A uckan yeanHeHus: 1 TONbKO YTO Gbln NOpaXeH B cepAle OAHOW Mofoaown
BOOBOW, C KOTOPOW No3HakoMuncsa Ha Bogax. OHa 6bina oveHb xopolua cobon n ymHa,
KOKeTHM4Yana co BCEMU — 1N CO MHOIO MPeLLHbIM, — CriepBa Aaxe NnooLypssia MeHs, a NoTOM XeCTOKO
MEHS ya3BMna, NOXXepTBOBaB MHOK OAHOMY KpaCHOLLLEKOMY GaBapCKOMY NENTEHaHTY.
[Mpu3HaTbCA cKasaTb, paHa MOero cepaua He oYeHb Obina rnyboka; HO 1 noYen AoNrom
npefaTtbCcsl Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeEMS nevanu U OANHOYECTBY — YeM MOSOAOCTb He TewmnTcsa! — n
nocenuncs B 3.

[3]
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— Y10 3T0? — cnpocun A y nogoLwewero Ko MHe cTapuka B NiIMCOBOM XUMETe, CUHUX YyIiKax n
Balmakax ¢ npsKKamu.

— JT0, — OTBEYan OH MHe, NpeABapuTENbHO NepeaBMHYB MYHAOLWTYK CBOEW TpyOk/ U3 ogHOro yrna
ry6 B opyrown, — CTyaeHTbl npuexanu u3 b. Ha kommepLu.

«A NOCMOTPIO-Ka S Ha 3TOT KOMMeEPLU, — nogyman s, — Kctatu e s B J1. He BbiBan». A oTbickan
nepeBo34vnKa 1 OTNPaBUICH Ha APYryto CTOPOHY.
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Takor TO4HO KoMMmepL npoucxoaun B 1. J1. nepen HEGOMNbLIOW rOCTUHULIEN MOA BbIBECKOD
ConHua, B cagy, BbIxoguBLLUEM Ha ynuuy. Hag camon rocTuHUUEen 1 Hag cagom Beanu donaru;
CTYAEHTbI cuaenu 3a ctonamu nog 06CTPMKEHHbIMU NUNKaMuU; OrPOMHbIN Bynbaor nexan nog
OOHWM U3 CTOMOB; B CTOPOHe, B 6eceake 13 nniowa, noMeLwanncb My3blkaHTbl 1 yCepaHO urpanu,
TO 1 geno nogkpennas cebsa nusom. Ha ynuue, nepen HM3Konm orpagon caga, cobpanoch
AOBONBHO MHOTMO Hapoga: Aobpble rpaxaaHe ropoaka J1. He xoTenn NponycTuTb cny4as
nornaseTb Ha 3ae3xXux rocten. A Toxe BMeLwarncs B Tonny 3putenein. MHe 6bino Beceno
CMOTpeTb Ha nuua CTyAEHTOB; UX 06BATUSA, BOCKNULAHNS, HEBUMHHOE KOKETHUYaHbe MOMOAOCTH,
ropsiLne B3rnsgbl, cMex 6e3 NpuyYMHbI — Ny4Lnin CMexX Ha CBeTe — BCe 3TO paoCTHOE KuMeHune
XKM3HW IOHOW, CBEXEW, 3TOT NOpPbIB BNnepes — kyaa 6bl To HM 6b1n0, Nuwb Obl Bepea, — 3To
AobpoayLHoe pas3aonbe MEHs TPOrano M NO4KMUrano. «Y He NONTU NN K HAM?» — cnpalumBan s
cebs...

— Acs, posonbHO Tebe? — BAPYr NPON3HEC 32 MHOK MY>XCKOW rofioc No-pyCCKW.

— lNMopoxaem ewe, — oTBEeYan Apyrou, >XEHCKMI rorioc Ha TOM Xe A3blKe.

A GbIcTpo 06epHynca... Baop Mol ynan Ha KpacMBOro MOMOAOro YenoBeka B oypaxke 1 LUMPOKOM
KyPTKe; OH AiepXan rnoA PyKy AeBYLUKY HEBbLICOKOrO pocTa, B CONIOMEHHOW LUMsne, 3akpbiBaBLUEN
BCIO BEPXHIOKO YacTb ee nuua.

— Bbl pycckne? — copBanoch y MeHSi HEBOJSTbHO C A3blKa.

Mornogon YenoBek ynblGHYNCA U NPOMONBUI:

— [a, pycckue.

— 4 HUKaK He oxuaarn.... B TakOM 3axonycTbe, — Hayan 6bIno .

— W Mbl He oxumaanu, — nepebun oH MeHs1, — 4TO X? Tem nydwe. [o3BonbTe pekoMeH40BaTLCS:
MeHS 30BYT ["@arnHbIiM, @ BOT 9TO MOSI... — OH 3arHyrics Ha MrHOBEHbe, — MOS cecTpa. A Balle ums
Nno3BosibTe y3HaTbL?

£ HasBan ceb4, 1 Mbl pasroBopunucb. A y3Han, 4to [aruH, nyTewecTBys, TaK Xe Kak 4, Ans
CBOEro yA0BOSbCTBUSA, HEAEN0 TOMY Ha3ap 3aexarn B ropogok J1. aa v 3actpsan B Hewm. [NpaBay
cKasaTb, § HEOXOTHO 3HAKOMMUIICA C PYCCKUMM 3a rpaHuuen. A nx yaHasan gaxe nsganu no nx
rnoxopgke, NMOKPOIO NnaTbs, a rnaBHoe, Mo BbipaxeHuto nx nuua. CamogoBonsHoE U
npes3puTernbHoe, 4acTo MOBENUTENbHOE, OHO BOPYI CMEHANOCH Bblpa)XXeHNEeM OCTOPOXHOCTU U
poGocTu... YenoBek BHE3ANHO HAaCTOpaXKMBarcs BECb, rna3 6ecnokonHo Geran... «baTiowkn mou!
He coBparn N s, He CMelTCA NN Ha40 MHOK», — Ka3anocb, rOBOPUI 3TOT YTOPOMSEHHbLIW B3rNsAA. ..
[Mpoxoanno MrHoBeHbE — 1 CHOBa BOCCTAHOBIIANOCH BeNu4yue oM3noHOMUK, ndpenka Yepeaysaco
C TynbIM HegoymeHbeM. [la, s usberan pycckux, Ho ["armH MHe noHpasuncs Totyac. EcTb Ha cBeTe
Takve cyacTnueble Nuua: rageTb Ha HUX BCAKOMY No60, TOYHO OHU rpetoT Bac unu rnagsar. Y
["arvHa 6bIN0 MMEHHO Takoe UL, MUNoe, NackoBoe, C BOMbLUMMMN MATKUMY rnasamMmu n MArkMmMm
Kyp4aBbiMuK BofilocamMmu. [T0BOpUIT OH Tak, YTo, JaXe He BUAA ero nuua, Bbl N0 OHOMY 3BYKY €ro
rorfioca 4yBCTBOBaInu, 4YTo OH ynbibaeTcs.



[eByLlKka, KOTOPYO OH Ha3Ban CBOeW CeCTPOLo, C NePBOro B3rnsaa nokasanacb MHe OYeHb
MUNOBUAHON. BbINo 4YTO-TO CBOE, 0OCOBEHHOE, B CKNage ee CMyrnoBaToro, Kpyrmoro nmua, ¢
He6ONbLUMM TOHKMM HOCOM, MOYTU OETCKUMM LEeYKaMn 1 YepHbIMU, CBETMbIMM rnasdamu. OHa
Oblna rpaynosHo CrnoxeHa, Ho Kak 6yaTo He BnosnHe elle passuta. OHa HUCKONBKO He noxoauna
Ha cBoero bparTa.

— XOTuTe Bbl 3a1UTU K HaM? — cka3an MHe [aruH, — kaxxeTcs, 4OBOMbHO Mbl HACMOTPENUCH Ha
HemueB. Hawwm 6bl, NnpaBga, ctekna pa3dunu n nonomManm CTynbs, HO 3TU YK BONbHO CKPOMHBI.
Kak Tbl gymaewb, Acs, NOUTU HAM JOMOWN?

[eByLiKa yTBepaUTENbHO KayHyra roroBow.

— M1 xxmBem 3a ropogom, — npogoskan MarvH, — B BUHOrpagHuKe, B O4MHOKOM JOMULLKE, BbICOKO.
Y Hac cnaBHO, NnocMoTpuTe. Xo3anka obelana npuroToBUTb HAM KMCNOro Mosoka. Tenepb xe
CKOpPO CTEMHEET, 1 Bam nyywe byaet nepeesxaTb PeliH npu nyHe.

Mbl oTnpaBunmce. Ypes HM3Kne BopoTa ropoaa (CTapuMHHas cTeHa u3 BynbbkHUKa OKpyXana ero
CO BCEX CTOPOH, Aaxke BONHULBI HEe BCe eLye 0OpyLLINMNCE) Mbl BbILLAW B NOMe U, Npoiada LWaros
CTO BAOSNb KAMEHHOM Orpajbl, OCTaHOBUIMNCH Neper y3eHbKOW Kanutkon. ['armH oteopun ee n
noBern Hac B ropy no kpyTton TponuHke. C 06enx CTOpoH, Ha yCcTynax, poc BUHOrpaz; cornHue
TOMbKO YTO CENOo, N anblil TOHKUIW CBET fexar Ha 3eMneHbIX N103ax, Ha BbICOKUX Thl4MHKaX, Ha CYyXOU
3emrie, YCeSAHHOW CNOoLWb KPYMNHBbIM Y MENKUM NANTHAKOM, U Ha 6enor cteHe HebonbLIoro
AOMMKa, C KOCbIMU YepHbIMW NepeknagvuHammn U YeTbipbMs CBETIbIMU OKOLLUKaMK, CTOSABLLEro Ha
CaMOM BepXY ropbl, N0 KOTOPOW Mbl B3GMpanuco.
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Bug 6611 TOYHO YyaecHblv. PeliH nexan nepeq Hamu BeCb cepebpsiHbin, Mexay 3eneHbIMy
Geperamu; B 04HOM MecTe OH ropen 6arpsaHbiM 3010TOM 3akaTa. lNMpuotuswmincs k 6epery
ropogok NokasbiBan BCe CBOM AOMa M ynuubl; LWMPOKO pasberanncb Xonmel n nons. BHu3y 6bino
XOpOLLO, HO HaBEpPXY eLle ny4yle: MeHss o0cobeHHO nopasuna 4YnctoTa un rnybuHa Heba, custowan
Npo3payHoCTb Bo3ayxa. CBexun N Nerknin, oH TUXO KOMbIXarncsa n nepekatbiBancs BofHaMu,
CNOBHO U emy 6bINO pa3gonbHee Ha BbICOTE.

— OTnunyHyto Bbl Bbibpanu KBapTupy, — NPOMONBUI £.

— 9710 Acs ee Hawna, — oteevyan ["aruH, — Hy-ka, Acs, — npogosnKan oH, — pacnopsixaunca. Benu
BCe ctoga nogatb. Mbl CTaHeM yXXUHaTb Ha Bo3gyxe. TyT My3blka crblluHee. 3aMeTUnn nv Bbl, —
npnbaBmn OH, 06paTACb KO MHe, — B6GNN3nN MHOW BanbC HUKyAa He roguTcs — nownble, rpyoble
3BYKW, — @ B OTAaneHbe, 4yao! Tak u LweBenuT B Bac BCe POMaHTUYECKUE CTPYHbI.

Acs (cobcTBeHHOe M4 ee 6bino AHHa, HO ["aruH HasbiBan ee Acei, 1 yX Bbl MO3BOMbTE MHE ee
Tak Ha3blBaTb) — Acsl OTrpaBunachb B JOM 1 CKOPO BepHynacb BMecTe ¢ Xo3ankon. OHM BOABOEM
Hecnu 60nbLLUOK NOAHOC C rOPLUKOM MOJSIOKa, Tapenkamu, NIoXKKkamu, caxapom, arogamu, xnebom.
Mbl ycenucb 1 NPUHANMUCH 3a YXXUH. ACS CHANa WNAMNy; ee YepHble BOSIOChl, OCTPWXKEHHbIE U
npuyecaHHble, KaK y Manbvnka, naganuy KpynHbiMy 3aBuTkamu Ha weto u ywn. CHavana oHa
Anyunnack MeHs; Ho ["arvH ckasan emu:

— Acs, NonHo exnTbcs! OH He KycaeTcs.

OHa ynbIbHynacb 1 HEMHOrO CMyCTS yXXe caMma 3aroBapuBarna co MHOW. A He B1aan cyllecrsa
B6onee nogBwxHOro. HM 0gHO MrHOBEHbE OHa He cuaena CMUpPHO; BcTaeana, yberana B 4oM m
npuberana cHoBa, Hanesana BMNOMrosioca, 4acto cMesanach, U NpPecTpaHHbIM 06pa3oMm: Ka3anocs,



OHa cMesrnacb He TOMY, YTO cribllwana, a pasHbiM MbICASM, NPUXOAUBLLMM el B ronosy. Ee
fonbluve rnasa rnsgeny NpsiMo, CBETO, CMENO, HO MHOrA4a BEKM ee Crnerka Lypunuch, 1 Torga
B30p €€ BHe3anHO CTaHOBUIICS rMyBOK N HEXEH.

Mol npobonTtanu Yyaca gea. [leHb AaBHO norac, 1 Be4yep, crnepBa BECb OTHUCTbINA, MOTOM SICHbIN U
anbiin, NOTOM 6negHbIN N CMYTHBIN, TUXO Tasn U NepenueBancy B HoYb, a becena Halla Bce
npogorkanacb, MMpHas U KPOTKad, Kak BO3yX, OKPY>KaBLUMA Hac. ["arvH Benen npuHecTu
OyTbINKY perHBelrHa; Mbl ee pacnunu He cnewa. Mysbika no-npexHemy goneTana 4o Hac, 3BYKM
€€ Kasanucb crialle 1 HexxHee; OrHu 3aXrnMcb B ropoe 1 Haz pekoro. Acs Bapyr onyctuna
rofioBy, Tak YTO Kyapwu e Ha rnasa ynanwu, 3amMoriKna 1 B3goxHyna, a NnoToM ckasarna Ham, 4YTo
XO4eT cnaThb, U ylwina B A0M; S, OAHAKO, BUAEN, KaK OHa, He 3aXurasa cBeudu, JOMro ctosna 3a
HepacKpbITbIM OKHOM. HakoHew nyHa BcTana v 3avrpana no PeriHy; Bce OCBETUNOCH, MOTEMHENO,
N3MEHUNOCh, AaXe BUHO B HALUMX rPpaHeHbIX CTakaHax 3abnecteno TaunHCTBEHHbIM 61eckom.
BeTep ynan, TOYHO Kpbifbsi CROXWA, N 3aMep; HOYHbIM, AYLUUCTBIM TEMNSIOM NOBESNO OT 3eMIN.

— lNopa! — BOCKNUKHYN 1, — a To, NoXanyu, NnepeBo3yunka He CbilleLlb.

— lNopa, — nosTOpUn MaruH.

Mbl nownm BHX3 Mo TponuHke. KamHu BOpYr nocbinanucb 3a HaMmn: 3To Acs Hac JoroHsna.

— Tbl pa3Be He cnvwb? — cnpocun ee BpaT, HO OHa, HE OTBETUB EMY HU CrOBa, Npobexana MMmo.
[MocnegHwe ymupasLume NOLWKK, 3aXOKeHHbIe CTyAeHTaMu B cafy roCTUHULbI, OCBELLAnNn CHU3Yy
NNCTbA AepeBLEB, YTO Npyaasano UM NpasgHUYHbIN U paHTacTudeckun sug. Mel Hawnm Acto y
Gepera: oHa pasroBapuvBana c NnepeBo34MKoM. A NpbIrHyn B NOAKY M NPOCTUICSA C HOBBIMW MOUMM
Apy3bsMmun. ["arnH obelan HaBeCTUTb MEHS Ha Cneaywmii AeHb; 9 NoXan ero pyKy n NnpoTsHyn
cBOI Ace; HO OHa TOSbKO MOCMOTpPENa Ha MeHs U rnokayarna ronosown. Jlogka otyanuna u
noHecnacb no 6eicTpon peke. MNepeBo3unk, 60apbIv CTapyK, C HANPSXKEHNEM NOrpyxan Becna B
TEMHYI0 BOAY.

— Bbl B nyHHBIN cTONG Bbexanu, Bbl ero pasbunu, — 3akpnyana mHe Acs.

£ onycTun rnasa; BOKpyr Nogku, YepHes, KONbIXanucb BOSHbI.

- MNpowanTe! — pasgancs onsaTb ee rosnoc.

— [lo 3aBTpa, — nporoBopun 3a Heto "arnH.

Nopka npuyanuna. A Bbiwen n ornaHyncs. HUKoOro yxx He 66110 BUAHO Ha NPOTUBOMOMOXKHOM
Gepery. JIyHHbIN cTONG ONATbL TAHYNCA 30M10TbIM MOCTOM Yepe3 BCo peky. CrOBHO Ha npoLaHue
npUMYanmncb 3BYKM CTapMHHOIO TaHHEPOBCKOro Banbca. ['arvH Obin npas: s No4yBCTBOBAr, YTO
BCE CTPYHbI cepaua MOero 3agpoXanu B OTBET Ha Te 3aucKMBatoLLme HaneBbl. A oTrnpasurca
AOMOW Yyepes3 NoTeMHEeBLUME NONS, MeASIEHHO BAbIXad Naxy4vi BO3AyX, 1 NpuLlen B CBOKO
KOMHaTKy BECb Pa3HEXEHHbI CNagoCTHbIM ToMeHmeM 6ecnpeaMeTHbIX U 6ECKOHEYHbIX
oxuaaHui. A dysctBoBan ceba cyacTnuebiM... Ho oTyero s 6bin cyactnme? A HUYEro He xxenan,
S1 HW O YeM He aymarn... A 6bin cyacTnums.

UyTb HEe CMesCb OT U3bbITKa NPUATHBIX Y UFPUBBIX YYBCTB, A HbIPHYI B NOCTENb W Y>Ke 3aKpbin
ObIN0 rnasa, Kak BOpyr MHe NpULLIIO Ha YM, YTO B TEYEHME BeYepa S HU pasy He BCMIOMHUI O MOEWN
XKECTOKOM KpacaBuue... «4To e 9TO 3Ha4YUT? — cnpocun s camoro cebs. — Passe 9 He BnoOneH?»
Ho, 3apgaB cebe aTOT BONPOC, 4, KAXEeTCH, HeMeANIeHHO 3acHYr, Kak 4TS B KonblGenu.



Ha gpyroe yTpo (a1 y»e NpoCHyICs, HO eLle He BCTaBasn) CTYK narnku pasgasncs y MeHsi o OKHOM,
N ronoc, KOTopbl 8 ToT4Yac npuaHan 3a ronoc lrarnnHa, 3anen:

Tbl crnivwb in? 'ntapor

Tebs pasbyxy...
£ nocnewwmn emy oTBOpUTL ABEPb.
— 3apaBcTByinTE, — ckasan ["arvH, Bxoas, — 1 BaC paHEeHbKO MOTPEBOXMI, HO NOCMOTPUTE, Kakoe
yTpo. CBexecTb, poca, >XaBOPOHKU MNOHOT...
C cBOMMU Kyp4aBbiMM BNECTALWMMM BOSTIOCAMWN, OTKPbLITOW LLEE U PO30BbIMU LLieKaMn OH caMm Bbin
CBEX, KaK yTpo.
£ ogencs; Mbl BbILWM B CaavK, CENY Ha NaBoYKy, Benenu nogatb cebe Koge 1 NpuHAnuch
6ecegoBatb. [[arvH coobLmn MHe CBOM NnaHbl Ha Byayulee: Bnages NopsgoyHbIM COCTOSIHUEM U
HW OT KOrO HEe 3aBUCS, OH XOTeN NOCBATUTbL Ce6S XKMBOMUCK N TOMBKO COXanen O TOM, YTO NO34HO
XBaTUICS 32 YM U MHOIO BPEMEHW NoTpaTuIl No-nycTomy; 9 Takke ynoMaHyI O MOUX
NpeanonoXeHusx, Aa, KcTatu, NoBepun emy TaviHy Moer HecdacTHou No6su. OH BbichyLLan MeHs
C CHUCXOXOEHUEM, HO, CKOJIbKO A MOr 3aMeTUTb, CUITbHOIO COYYBCTBUS K MOEWN CTPacTu S B HEM
He BO30Oyaun. BagoxHyBLUM BCres 3a MHOW pa3a ABa U3 BEXNMBOCTU, ["arnH npeanoxun mHe
NONTU K HEMY NMOCMOTPETb €ro aTdbl. A ToT4ac cornacuncs.
Mebl He 3actanu Acto. OHa, No crnoBam X0351KW, OTNpaBuiach Ha «pasBanuvHy». BepcTtax B AByx
oT ropoaa J1. Haxognnuck ocTaTkn peoganbHOro 3amka. 'armH packpbin MHe BCe CBOU KapTOHbI.
B ero aTiogax 66110 MHOIO XU3HM 1 NpaBabl, YTO-TO CBOOOAHOE U LUMPOKOE; HO HU OOWNH U3 HUX HE
OblN1 OKOHYEH, N PUCYHOK NoKasancsa MHe HeGpeXeH N HeBepeH. A OTKPOBEHHO BbiCKasan emy Moe
MHEHME.
—[a, aa, — noagxeaTumn OH CO B340XOM, — Bbl MPaBbl; BCE 3TO O4EHb MNI0XO U HE3peno, YTo AenaTb!
He yunnca s kak cnegyeTt, Aa v NpoknaTasa cnaBsHckas pacnyweHHocTb 6epeT cBoe. Noka
MeyTaelwb 0 paboTe, Tak U NapuLLIb OPSIOM: 3EMITIO, KaXKETCS, CABMHYN Obl C MecTa — a B
NCNonHeHnn Totyac cnabeellb 1 ycTaellb.
A Havan 6bIno 060ApATL ero, HO OH MaxHyn PyKou U, cobpaBLLM KapTOHbI B OXarky, 6pocun nx Ha
AVBaH.
— Konu xBaTuT TepneHbs, N3 MeHS BbINOET YTO-HUOYAb, — MPOMOSBUI OH CKBO3b 3Ybbl, — HE
XBaTUT, OCTaHyCb HeJopocreM n3 ABopsiH. [NonaemTe-ka nyywe Acko OTbICKMBATb.
Mb! nownn.
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[opora k pa3sanuHe BMnach No ckaTy Y3KOW NIECUCTON AONUHbI; Ha AHE ee Bexan pyven n LWyMHO
npsigan yepes KamHu, Kak Obl TOPONSACh CANTHCA C BENMUKOW PEKOW, CMIOKOMHO CUSIBLUEW 3@ TEMHOM
rPaHblO KPYTO pacCevYeHHbIX FOpHbIX rpebHen. armH obpaTnn Moe BHUMaHUE Ha HEKOTOpbIe
CYaCTNMBO OCBELLEHHbIE MeCTa; B CNOBax €ro Criblwarca ecriv He X1Bonucew, TO XX HaBepHoe
xyooxHuk. CKopo nokasanacbh passanvHa. Ha camon BepLumHe rofnon ckanbl BO3BbllWanach
yeTblipexyronbHas 6allHsA, BCA YepHas, eLle Kpenkasi, HO CIOBHO pa3pybneHHas NpoAobHOM
TpewunHon. MwuncTble CTEHbI NPUMbIKanNY K 6allHe; KOW-rae Nenuncsa NLL; UCKPUBNEHHbIE
AepeBLa CBeLnBannCh ¢ cefblx 60MHUL U pyXHYBLUMX CBOAOB. KameHucTas TponvHka Bena K
yueneswmnm BopoTaM. Mbl yxxe nogxoannu K HUM, Kak BOPYr Bnepeau Hac MernbKHyna XeHckas
durypa, 6eicTpo nepebexana no rpyae 06MOMKOB U NOMECTUNAch Ha YCTyne CTeHbl, MPSAMO Hag
nponacTbo.

— A Beab 310 Acs! — BocknukHyn [MarvH, — akast cymacwegias!

Mbl BOLWAM B BOPOTA M O4YTUAMUCH HA HEBOMbLIOM ABOPUKE, 4O NOMOBWUHBI 3apocLUeM AUKUMUA
AbnoHaAMM 1 KpanmeoK. Ha yctyne cugena, TodHo, Aca. OHa noBepHynachb K Ham fMLoM r
3acmesnach, HO He TPoHynach ¢ MecTa. [[armH norpo3un en nansbuem, a s rpOMKO YrPeKHys ee B
HEOCTOPOXHOCTN.

— lNonHoTe, — ckasan MHe wenoToMm ["arnH, — He ApasHUTe ee; Bbl ee He 3HaeTe: OHa, NoXxanym,
ewle Ha 6awwHio B3bepeTca. A BOT Bbl fly4dlle NOAMBUTECH CMbILLUIEHOCTU 30ELIHUX XUTENEN.

A ornaHynca. B yronke, NpMOTMBLUMCE B KPOLLIEYHOM AepeBAHHOM HGanaraH4yuke, cTapyLuka
BSA3ana 4yrioK 1 Kkocunacbk Ha Hac Ypes odkn. OHa npoaasana TypucTam rnuMBo, NPSHUKU U
3enbTepckyto Boay. Mbl yMeCcTUnnChb Ha NaBoYKe N NPUHANUCE MUTb U3 TSXKENbIX ONTOBAHHbIX
Kpy>KeK AOBOMbHO XONOAHOE NuBO. Aca Nnpogospkana cuaeTb HenoaswxkHO, nogobpas nog cebs
HOMM 1 3aKyTaB rofioBY KUCENHbIM LapdOM; CTPONHbIA 0BNMK ee OTYETAMBO M KPacuBO pucoBarscs
Ha ACHOM Hebe; HO 9 C HENPUSA3HEHHBbIM YyBCTBOM NOCMaTpUBan Ha Hee. Y)Xe HakaHyHe 3amMeTun
S1 B HEW YTO-TO HaNpPs>XXeHHOe, He COBCEM eCcTeCTBeHHoe... «OHa xo4eT yanBuTb Hac, — ayman s, —
K yemy 3T0? YT0 3a AeTckas Bbixogka?» CrnoBHO yragasLun MOV MbICMW, OHa BAPYr 6pocuna Ha
MeHS BbICTPbIV M NPOH3UTENBHBIN B3rNA4, 3acMeanacb ondaTb, B ABa MPbhKKa COCKOYMNA CO CTEHbI
1, No4OMAA K CTapyLLKe, NONpocuna y Hen ctakaH BoAbl.

— Tl gymaelwb, 8 Xo4y NUTb? — NPOMOSBMAA OHa, 06paTUBLLMCE K BpaTy, — HET; TYT eCTb LBETbI
Ha CTeHax, KoTopble HenpeMeHHO NoNUTb Haao.

"arvH H1Yero He oTBeYan eu; a oHa, C CTakaHOM B pyKe, MycTunacbh kapabkaTbCsa No passanuHam,
n3peaka oCTaHaBMMBasAChb, HAKIMOHAACH U C 3ab6aBHOM BaXXKHOCTbIO POHSASI HECKOSbKO Kanesnb BOAbl,
ApKo 6necrtesBLlMX Ha conHue. Ee aBmxeHbs GbINn 04eHb MUMbI, HO MHE NO-NpexXHeMy 6bIno
A0CafHO Ha Hee, XOTA 9 HEBONbHO NtoboBanca ee NerkocTbio U NIOBKOCTbID. Ha ogHOM onacHoM
MeCTe OHa HapO4HO BCKPUKHYNa U NOoToM 3axoxoTtana... MHe cTtano ewe gocagHee.

— [la oHa Kak Ko3a nasut, — npobopmoTtana cebe nog HOC cTapylLuKka, OTOPBaBLUMCb HA MTHOBEHbE
OT CBOEro 4yrika.

HakoHeu, Acst OnopoXHuna BeCcb CBOM CTakaH U, LLaroBIMBO NOKaYnBasChb, BO3BpaTUNach K Ham.
CTpaHHas ycmellka cnerka nogeprmusana ee 6posu, Ho3gpu 1 rybbl; nonyaepsko, nonyeseceno
LLYpPUNNCb TEeMHbIE rnasa.



«Bbl HaxoauTe Moe nNoBedeHne HenpUMYHbIM, — Ka3asnocb, FOBOPUSIO ee N1, — BCe PaBHO: S
3Hato, Bbl MHOM NobyeTechby.

— WckycHo, Acs, UcKycHo, — npomorneun ["arvH Brnonronoca.

OHa Bapyr kak 6yaTo 3acTblgmnnack, onycTuia CBou AfIMHHbIE PECHULbI U CKPOMHO NoAcena K
HaM, Kak BUHoBaTas. A TyT B NepBblil pa3 XOPOLLUEHbKO pacCMOTPEN ee N1Lo, CaMoe N3MEeHYMBOE
N1LO, KaKoe 51 TONbKO BuAen. Heckonbko MrHOBEHUI CMYCTHA OHO yXXe Bce NobneaHeno n NnpuHSNo
COCpefoTOYEHHOE, MOYTU NeYvarnbHOe BbipaXKeHne; caMble YepTbl ee MHe nokasanuch bonblue,
cTpoxe, npowe. OHa BcA 3aTuxna. Mbl oboLwnu passanuHy kpyrom (Acs wWwna 3a Hamy cnegom) u
nonto6osanuce Bugamn. Mexagy tem yac obega npmbnmxkancsa. PacnnaynBasicb CO CTapyLUKOW,
[FarnH cnpocun eLle Kpy>XKy nnea u, 06epHyBLUNCb KO MHE, BOCKITMKHYI C NTyKaBOW Y>KUMKOW:

— 3a 300poBbe Aambl Bawero cepaual

— A pasBe y Hero, — pa3Be y Bac eCTb Takas Aama? — cripocuna sapyr Acs.

— [Nay koro e ee HeT? — Bo3pa3un [aruH.

Acs 3agiymanacb Ha MFHOBEHbE; €€ NULO OMNATb U3MEHUSOCH, ONATL NOSABMUNACL HA HEM
BbI3blBaKOLLas, NOYTU Aep3Kasi yCMeLLKa.

[0l

— [laBHO N Tbl CTana cnpawmBaTbCA? — OTBeYasn OH C CBOEN HEU3MEHHOW, Ha 3TOT pa3 HECKOMbKO
CMYLLEHHOWN ynblbKkon, — pa3Be Tebe CKy4yHO ¢ Hamn?

— HerT, HO A BUepa ewe obewana pay Jlynse nobeiBaTh y HEW; NPUTOM Xe s gymana, Bam oyaet
nyywe BABOeM: rocnogmnH H. (oHa ykasana Ha MmeHs1) 4To-HMbyab elle Tebe pacckaxer.

OHa ywna.

[10]

obsa3aH

A npomonyan. MarnH nepemeHnn pasrosop. Yem 6onbLue A y3HaBan ero, TeEM CUNbHEE 5 K HEMY
npuBA3bIBancd. 5 Ckopo ero NnoHan. Ato Gbina NPsSMo pycckas gylia, npaBanBasi, YecTHas,
npocTas, HO, K COXaneHuto, HEMHOro BsAnas, 6e3 LenkocTn n BHyTPEHHero xapa. MonogocTb He
KMnena B HEM KIHOYOM; OHa cBeTUNach TUXMM cBeTOM. OH Obifl 04EeHb MU N YMEH, HO S HE MOT
cebe npeacTaBuTb, YTO C HAM CTAHETCS, KaK TONbKO OH BO3MYXaeT. bbiTb Xy4OXHMKOM. .. bes
rOpbKOro, NOCTOSIHHOIrO TpyAa He BbIBaeT XyQOXKHUKOB. .. @ TPYAUTLCS, Ayman f, rnaga Ha ero
MSArKMe YepThbl, CryLLas ero HECNELHY peyb, — HEeT! TpyauTbCA Tbl HE Byaellb, CXXaTbCs Tbl HE
cymeelb. Ho He nontobuTtb ero He 6bIN0 BO3MOXHOCTU: cepaLe Tak 1 BMeknoch K Hemy. Yaca
YyeTblpe NPOBENU Mbl BABOEM, TO CUASA Ha AMBaHe, TO MeANeHHO pacxaXuBas nepen AOMOM; U B
3T YeTbIpe Yaca COLUSNCb OKOHYaTEeSbHO.

ConHue ceno, n MHe yxe nopa 6b110 natTn JoMon. Acs BCe elle He Bo3Bpalyanach.

— OKad OHa y MeHd BonbHuua! — npomonsun MarnH. — Xotute, 4 nongy npoBoxatb Bac? Mbl no
nyTu 3aBepHeM K ppay Jlyuse; g cnpolly, Tam nu oHa? Kptok He BENUK.

Mbl cnycTUNUCh B ropo 1, CBEPHYBLLM B Y3KWUIA, KPMBOW NepeynoYek, 0CTaHOBUNUCH Nepes
AOMOM B [jBa OKHa LUMPUHOLIO 1 BbILLMHOK B YeThIpe aTaxa. BTopor atax BbiCTynan Ha ynuuy
Oonblue NepBoro, TPETUN N YETBEPTLIN eLle 6onblLue BTOPOro; BECb OM C CBOEN BETXOM pe3bboi,
ABYMS1 TONCTbIMU cTONGaMmn BHU3Y, OCTPON YEpPENUYHOM KPOBMEN N NPOTSHYTLIM B BUAE KMtoBa
BOPOTOM Ha Yepake Kasancsa OrpOMHON, CropbrneHHon NTULEN.



— Acq! — kpukHyn [MarvH, — Tbl 34ecb?

OcBeLleHHOe OKOLIKO B TPETbEM 3TaXe CTYKHYNO U OTBOPUIOCH, U Mbl YBUAAIM TEMHYHO FONIOBKY
Acu. V3-3a Hee BbirnsgbiBano 6e33yboe n nogcnenoBaToe NMLUo CTapoin HEMKN.

— A 3pecb, — nporoBopuna Acsl, KOKETNIMBO ONEPLUNCH JIOKTAMU Ha OKOHHULY, — MHE 3[eCb
xopowo. Ha Tebe, Bo3bmu, — npubasuna oHa, 6pocas ["aruHy BeTky repaHuyma, — Boobpasu, 4To
s Jama TBoero cepgua.

®pay Jlynse 3acmesanaces.

— H. yxoguT, — Bo3paaun "aruH, — OH Xxo4eT ¢ To6OK NPOCTUTLCS.

— byaro? — npomonsuna Acsl, — B TakoM crnyyae gan emy Mot BETKY, a S cenyac BEPHYCb.

OHa 3axnorHyna okHo U, KaxeTtcs, nouenosarna dpay Jlynse. [[armH npoTsiHyn MHe Morya BETKY.
A Monya nonoxun ee B kapMaH, gowen 4o nepeBo3a u nepebpancs Ha ApYryto CTOPOHY.
MomMHUTCA, 9 Wen AOMON, HU O YEM HE pPa3MbILLNSAS, HO C CTPaHHOM TSXKECTbIO Ha cepaue, Kak
BOPYr MEHS NOpa3un CUMbHbIN, 3HAaKOMbIW, HO B ['epmaHum peakuin 3anax. A ocTaHOBUICS U
yBuAan Bo3ne 4opory HebonbLuyo rpsaky KoHonnu. Ee ctenHor 3anax MrHOBEHHO HaMOMHWI MHe
pPOAUHY 1 BO3Oyamn B AyLle CTPACTHYH TOCKY No Hel. MHe 3axoTenoch AblwaTb PYCCKUM
BO3yXOM, XOOUTb MO PyccKoun 3emrie. «4To A 3gechb Aenato, 3a4emM TackaroCb S B YY)XKOW CTOPOHeE,
MexXay YYy>XUMN?» — BOCKIUKHYI 51, U MEPTBEHHAA TAXECTb, KOTOPYIO 4 OLlyLlan Ha cepaue,
paspeLunnacb BHe3arnHo B ropbKoe U Xryyee BofiHeHMe. A npuvwien AoMOW COBCEM B ApYrom
HaCTpPOEeHUN ayxa, YeM HakaHyHe. 1 YyBcTBOBan cebsi NoYTN paccepXeHHbIM U JOMro He MOor
YyCNOKOUTbCSA. HenoHAaTHaa MHe camoMy focagaa MeHsa pas3bupana. HakoHeu, s cen n, BCMOMHUB O
CBOEN KoBapHoW BAoBe (oduumnanbHbIM BOCMOMUHaHMEM 00 3TOM Aame 3akntiovancs Kaxablid Mow
AeHb), 4oCTan OdHYy M3 ee 3anncok. Ho s gaxe He packpblil €e; MbICIY MOU TOTYac NPUHANN UHOEe
HanpasneHue. A Hayan gymaTb... gymaTtb 06 Ace. MHe npuwino B ronosy, 4To [MarnH B Te4eHne
pa3roBopa HaMeKHyIT MHe Ha Kakne-TO 3aTpyaHEeHUs, NPensaTCTBYOLWME ero BO3BPaLLEeHUIo B
Poccuto... «[lonHo, cecTpa nv OHa ero?» — NPoOU3HEC s FPOMKO.

[11]

A 3anucka BOOBbl NPECMNOKONHO nexana Ha nony, 6enesa B nyvax nyHbl.



\Y

Ha cnepytowee yTpo s onatb nowen B J1. A yBepsan cebsi, 4TO MHE X04YeTCa NOBMAATLCS C
"arnHbIM, HO BTaHE MEeHS TSHYNO NOCMOTPETh, YTO CTaHeT AenaTb Acs, Tak e nvu oHa byaeT
«4yanTb», Kak HakaHyHe. 1 3actan oboux B roCTUHON, U, CTPaHHOE Aerno! — OTToro nu, 4To g
HOYbIO N YTPOM MHOrO pasmbIwnan o Poccuun, — Aca nokasanacb MHe COBEPLLUEHHO PYCCKOW
AEBYLLKOWN, 4@, NPOCTOI AEBYLUKOW, YyTb HE FOPHUYHOW. Ha Hen Bbino cTtapeHbkoe nnatbuue,
BOJIOCbl OHa 3a4yecarna 3a ylwu n cuaena, He LWeBenschb, Y OKHa Aa wuna B nanbuax, CKPOMHO,
TMXO, TOYHO OHAa BEK CBOW HMYEM ApYyrnMm He 3aHumarnacb. OHa NoYTU HUYEero He roeopuna,
CMOKOWHO NocmaTpuBana Ha CBO paboTy, 1 YepTbl ee NPUHANM Takoe He3HaUYNTENBHOE,
OyaHNYHOE BblpaXXeHne, YTO MHE HEBOSIbHO BCMOMHUITUCE HaLM AoMopoLleHHble Katn n Mawww.
[na noBepleHnsa CXOACTBa OHa NpPUHANAch HanesaTb Bnonronoca «MaTywky, ronybywky». A
rmagen Ha ee XXenTtoBaTtoe, yracwee NMYnKo, BCNoMmMHan o BYepallHNX MedTaHnax, 1 xanb MHe
6b1n0 Yero-To. MNoroga Gbina YygecHas. MarMH o6bABMM HaMm, YTO NONAET CEro4Hs pucoBaThb 3T,
C HaTypbl; S CIPOCUIT ero, NO3BOMNUT NI OH MHE NPOBOXaTb €ro, He NoOMeLLaro Nn 9 emy?

— HanpoTuB, — BO3pa3sunn OH, — Bbl MHE MOXETEe XOPOLUWNiA COBET AaTb.

[12]

— A-ra! — roBopun "arnH, — NOCT 1 NokasiHne Ha cebst Hanoxuna.

K Beuepy OHa HECKONbKO pa3 HENPUTBOPHO 3EBHYNa U paHo ywna kK cebe. A cam ckopo NpocTuncs
¢ [arvHbIM 1, BO3BpaTMBLUNCE OMOW, HE MeYTan yXe HU O YeM: 3TOT [eHb NpoLles B TPe3BbIX
owyuieHnax. NoMHUTCA, ogHaKo, noXack cnaTtb, S HEBOMbHO MPOMOSIBUIT BCIYX:

— YT0 32 XameneoH aTa gesyLwwka! — 1, nogymas HEMHOro, npubasun: — A BCe-Takm OHa eMy He
cecTpa.



VI

Mpownwn uensle aBe Hegenu. A Kaxabli AeHb nocewan [rarnHbix. Aca cnoBHO nsberana MeHs, HO
yXXe He no3sonsana cebe HM 04HON U3 TeX LWanocTen, KOTopble Tak yauBunmn MeHs B nepsble ABa
AHA Hawero 3HakomcTBa. OHa Ka3anacb BTaHe OropyYeHHOW UM CMYLLIEHHOW; OHa U CMesnach
MeHbLUe. A ¢ nobonbITCTBOM Habnogan 3a Hen.

OHa [oBOMbHO XOPOLLIO roBopuna no-gpaHuy3ckM U NO-HEMELKM; HO NO BCeMy BbINO 3aMeTHO, YTO
OHa C JeTCTBa He Obina B XXEHCKMX pyKax U BOCNUTaHWE Nony4vmMna CTpaHHoe, HeoObIYHOE, He
nmesLLEee HMYero obuiero ¢ BocnutaHnem camoro [FarnHa. OT Hero, HeCMOTpSA Ha ero wnaAny a la
Van Dyck n 6ny3y, Tak 1 BeSno MArknum, Noyn3HEXXEeHHbIM, BEMMKOPYCCKUM ABOPSHUHOM, a OHa
He noxoguna Ha 6apbILWLHI0; BO BCEX €€ ABMKEHNAX BbINO YTO-TO HECMOKOMHOE: 3TOT ANYOK
HegasHO Obin NpUBKT, 3TO BMHO ewe 6poauno. o npupoae ctbianueas n pobkas, oHa
AocafoBana Ha CBOK 3aCTEHYMBOCTb U C JOCabl HACUNBCTBEHHO CcTapanach ObiTb pas3BA3HOW U
CMENoWn, YTO el He Bcerga yaaBanoch. S HECKONbKO pa3 3aroBapvBar € Hel 00 ee XXnU3Hu B
Poccuun, 06 ee npoweawem: oHa HEOXOTHO OTBEeYarna Ha Mou paccnpochl; A y3Han, 0gHako, YTo
A0 oTbesa 3a rpaHuuy OHa J0sro Xuna B AepeBHe. A 3actan ee pas 3a kHuron, ogHy. OnepLlumncb
ronoBon Ha ob6e pykx 1 3anycTmB nanbLbl rNy6oKo B BONOCHI, OHA NOXMpana rnasamu CTPOKW.

— bpaBo! - ckasan 1, nogonasa K Hen, — Kak Bbl NPUMAEXHbI!

OHa npunogHsana ronosy, BaXXHO U CTPOro NOCMOTpena Ha MeHs.

— Bbl gymaeTe, 9 TONbKO CMEATLCH YMEL, — NPOMOSBUIIA OHa U XoTena yaanuTbCs. ..

£ B3rnaHyn Ha 3arnaBue KHUMN: 3TO Obln KakoW-TO hpaHLy3CKMin pOMaH.

— OpgHako A Baw BbIOOp NOXBanNuTb HE MOry, — 3aMeTu S.

— Y10 Xe untatb! — BOCKNUKHYNa oHa 1, 6pocuB KHUrY Ha cTon, npubasuna: — Tak ny4ywe nonagy
aypadntbes, — n nobexana B cag.

B TOT e aeHb, Beyepom, A yntan arnHy «epmana u [Jopoteto». Aca cnepsa BCe TOMbKO
LWHbIPSiNa MUMO Hac, NOTOM BAPYr OCTaHOBUMACh, MPUHUKINA YXOM, TUXOHBKO NoAcena KO MHe U
npocnyLwlana YTeHue 4o koHua. Ha crneayowmii AeHb 9 onsaTb He Y3Han ee, noka He Joragarncs,
YTO en BAPYr BOLUSIO B rofioBy: 6bITb JOMOBUTOM U CTENEHHON, kKak [JopoTes. CnoBom, oHa
ABNANacb MHe nosnysaragoyHbiM cyuwectsoM. CamontobrBas 0o KpanHOCTWU, OHa npuBnekana
MeHs, Jaxe Koraa s cepguncs Ha Hee. B ogHom Tonbko s 6onee n 6onee ybexagancs, a UMEHHO B
TOM, YTO OHa He cecTpa NarmHa. OH 06Xx0ANNCA C HeK He No-6paTCKM: CANLLKOM NTAaCKOBO,
CINULLKOM CHUCXOAUTESTbHO U B TO K€ BPEMSA HECKOSTbKO MPUHYXOEHHO.

CTpaHHbI cryyan, no-BManMoMy, NOATBEPAUIT MO NOLO3PEHVS.

OpHaxabl Be4epoMm, Noaxoasa K BUHOrpagHWKY, rae Xunu [arnHbl, 5 Hawwen Kanutky 3anepToto.
Heponro gymasLwm gobpancs s 4o 04HOro obpyLeHHOro Mecra B orpage, yxe npexae
3aMevYeHHOro MHO, 1 nepeckoyunn Yyepes Hee. Heganeko OT 3TOro MecTa, B CTOPOHE OT JOPOXKN,
Haxogunack Hebonblas beceaka 13 akayuuin; 8 NOPaBHANCS C HEK U yXKe npowen 66110 MUMO. ..
BOPYr MeHs nopasun ronoc Acu, € XapoM U CKBO3b Criesbl MPOM3HOCUBLLMIA criedytoLlme CcrioBsa:

— HerT, 5 HUKOro He xo4y n6UTL, KpoMe Tebs, HET, HET, 0aHOro Tebs s xo4y NbuTb — K
HaBcerga.

— MNonHo, Acs, ycnokowncs, — rosopun rarvH, — Tbl 3Haelwb, 5 Tebe Bepio.

Monoca ux pasgaeanuck B 6ecefke. A yBuaan nx o6omx ckBo3b Heryctor nepennet Betsen. OHK
MEHS1 He 3aMeTUnu.



— Tebs, Teba ogHoro, — noBTOpUNa oHa, bpocunack eMy Ha et U C CyAOPOXHLIMU PblAaHUAMMN
Ha4ana uenosaTb ero v MpmwKMMaTbCs K ero rpyaw.

— NonHo, nonHo, — TBepAMN OH, Crerka NpPoBOASA PYKOUW No ee BONocaM.

HeckonbKko MrHOBEHUI OcTarncsa A HeNnoABWXHbLIM. .. Bopyr s1 Bctpeneryrncs. «1ogonTtu K HUm?.. Hu
3a YTO!» — CBEPKHYINO Y MEHS B rofioBe. buICTpbiMUK LIaramm BEPHYINCS A K orpaje, Nepeckoyun
Yyepes Hee Ha Jopory 1 YyTb He Berom nyctunca gomon. A yneibancs, notupan pyku, yamBnsancs
cny4aro, BHe3arnHo noAarsepamBLLUEMY MOV Aorafiky (8 HU Ha OAHO MIHOBEHLE HE YCOMHWUICS B UX
cnpaBeAnMBOCTH), a Mexay Tem Ha cepAaue Y MeHs 6bino o4eHb ropbko. «OgHako, — gyman s, —
YMEIOT Xe OHU nputBopAaTbesa! Ho kK yemy? UTo 3a oxoTa MeHst MopounTb? He oxugan a4 aTtoro ot
Hero... /1 4yTo 3a YyBCTBUTENBHOE OOBACHEHME?»



VI

£ cnan gypHO 1 Ha gpyroe yTpo BCTan paHo, NpuBs3an NoXo4HYH KOTOMOYKY 3a CNUHY W,
06BbABMB CBOEN X035MKe, YTOObI OHA HEe XAana MeHs K HOUYKN, OTAPaBUIICS NMELUKOM B ropbl, BBEPX
MO TEYEHUIO PEKN, HA KOTOPOW NEXUT ropoaok 3. ATu ropbl, oTpacnu xpebTta, HazbiIBAEMOro
Cobayben cnuHon (Hundsriick), oueHb ntobonbITHbI B re0N0orM4yeckomMm OTHOLLIEHMW; B OCOBEHHOCTM
3ameyaTesnbHbl OHU NPAaBUABHOCTbLIO N YACTOTOM 6a3anbTOBbIX CNOEB; HO MHe 6bINo He A0
reonornyecknx HabnogeHui. A He otaaBan cebe oTyeTa B TOM, YTO BO MHE NPOUCXOANIIO; OOHO
4YyBCTBO ObINIO MHE AAICHO: HeXenaHne BuaeTbcs ¢ [arnHbimun. A yBepan cebs, YTO e ANHCTBEHHOM
NPUYMHOK MOEro BHE3aMNHOro HEPacnonoXeHUs K HUM Bbina gocaga Ha X nykaBCcTBO. KTO mx
nNpuHy>Xaan BblaaBaTtb cebsi 3a poaCTBEHHUKOB? Bnpodem, A cTapanca o HUX He gymaTtb; 6poann
He cneLua no ropam 1 4onMHaM, 3aCuXuBarsncs B AEPEBEHCKMX Xap4yeBHAX, MUPHO Geceays C
X039eBaMu 1 rOCTAMU, UK JTIOXUICS Ha MIOCKUIN COrpeTbi KaMeHb 1 CMOTPETT, KaK Nibiiu
obnaka, 6naro noroga croana yameutenbHada. B Takmx 3aHATUAX S NpoBen Tpu OHSA, U He 6e3
yOOBOJSIbCTBUS, — XOTS Ha cepAue Y MeHs LeMunno no BpeMmeHam. HactpoeHne Movx Mbicnen
NPUXOANIIOCH KaK pa3 Nnof CcTaTb CMNOKOWHOMW Npupoae Toro Kpas.

A otpan cebs Bcero TMXom Urpe cnyvyanHocTu, Haberaslwmm BrneyYaTneHnsam: HETOPOMNMBO
CMEHSISICb, NPOTEKaNM OHM NO AyLUe U OCTaBUNN B HEW, HAKOHeL,, 0a4HO obLee YyBCTBO, B KOTOPOM
CNUNOCb BCe, YTO S BUAEN, OLYTUA, Chblwarn B 3TW TPWU OHS, — BCE: TOHKUI 3anax CMOofbl No
necam, KpyK U CTyK ASTNOB, HEMOMYHasa 60NTOBHSA CBETNbIX PYYENKOB C NecTpbiMu hopensimu Ha
necyaHoM JHe, He CINULLKOM CMerlble 04epTaHus rop, XMypble cKarbl, YUCTEHbKUE AePEBEHBKU C
NOYTEHHBLIMU CTapbIMU LlepKBaMn N AepeBbAMU, auCTbl B Nyrax, YOTHbIE MeSlbHULbI C MPOBOPHO
BEPTALLMMUCA Konecamu, pagyLiHble nuua nocensaH, X CUHNEe Kam30-bl U cepble YYIKu,
CcKpuny4dne, MeanuTerbHble BO3bl, 3anpsaXXeHHbIe XXUPHbIMW NnowagbMu, a MHOrga KopoBaMmu,
MOMoAble ANTMHHOBOSIOCHIE CTPAHHWMKM MO YNCTbIM JOoporam, 06cakeHHbIM A6N0OHAMN 1 FpyLIaMu. ..
Haxe n Tenepb MHE NPUATHO BCMOMMHATbL MOW TorgallHue BnedatneHus. Npuset Tebe,
CKPOMHBI YrofioK repMaHCKon 3emMinn, C TBOUM He3aTennmebIM 4OBOSIbCTBOM, C NOBCEMECTHbLIMU
cnegamu NpUNEXHbIX pyK, TEPNENMBON, XOTS HecnewHon paboThl... MNMpueeT Tebe n mup!

A npuwen AomMon K camoMy KOHLY TpeTbero gHs. A 3abbin ckasaTb, YTO € Aocabl Ha MarnHbIx 9
nonbiTancs BockpecuTb B cebe obpas xKecTokocepaon BAOBbI; HO MOM YCUIINSA OCTaNIUCh TLLETHbI.
MoMHMTCA, KOraa s NPUHANCA MeyTaTbh O HEeR, A yBuaen nepen coboo KPeCTbAHCKYI0 AEBOYKY neT
NATW, C KPYrNbIM IMYUKOM, C HEBUHHO BbINyYeHHbIMU rnaseHkamu. OHa TakK eTCKN-NMPOCTOaYLHO
cMoTperna Ha MeHs... MHe cTano CTbiAHO ee YNCTOro B30pa, 1 He XOTer nratb B ee NPUCYTCTBUN U
TOTYaC XXe OKOHYaTeslbHO U HaBcerga packnaHAncs ¢ MOMM NPeXHUM NpegmMeToM.

[oma s Hawen 3anucky ot [MarnHa. OH yauBRsnca HEOXUOAHHOCTU MOEro peLUeHUs, NeHSN MHe,
3a4eMm S He B34an ero ¢ coboto, 1 Npocun NPUATK K HUM, Kak TONbKO S BEPHYCb. A C
Hey[0BONbCTBMEM MPOYEr 3Ty 3anucKy, HO Ha ApYron e AeHb oTnpasuncs B J1.



VIII

["arvH BCTPETMN MEHS NO-NPUSTENBCKU, OCbINan MeHs NackoBbiMU ynpekamu; HO ACS, TOYHO
HapPO4HO, KaK TONMbKO yBMAaana MeHs, pacxoxotanacb 6e3 BCSKOro nosoaa v, no CBOen npmBbIYKe,
ToTyac ybexana. MarmH cmyTuncsa, npobopmoTan en Bcrnes, YTo OHa cymaclueflias, nonpocun
MEHS U3BMHUTL ee. [pr3HaloCb, MHE CTano OYeHb 4ocagHo Ha Acto; yX 1 6e3 Toro MHe 6bino He
no cebe, a TyT ONATb 3TOT HEECTECTBEHHbIN CMEX, 3TN CTPaHHbIE Y)XUMKKU. HA, 0OAHAKO, NoKkasan
BuA, 6yaTo HMYero He 3ameTun, n coobwmn MarmHy nogpobHOCTN Moero He6oNbLLOro
nytewectBus. OH pacckasan MHe, 4YTO Aernan B Moe OTCyTCcTBMe. Ho peyun Halum He KNennucs;
Acs Bxoguna B KOMHaTKy u yberana cHoBa; 9 06baBWUI, HAKOHEL,, YTO Yy MEHS €CTb CneLuHas
paboTa 1 4To MHE nopa BEpPHYTbCHA AOMOW. [arnmH cnepBa MeHs yaepkusarn, NOTOM, MOCMOTPEB Ha
MEHS NpUCTanbHO, BbI3BancH NpoBoXaTb MeHs. B nepegHeri Acsa BApyr NoaoLnia Ko MHeE U
NpoTsiHYNa MHe PyKy; A crerka noxan ee nanblbl 1 eaBa NOKNoHunNcs en. Mel BMecTe ¢ [armHbim
nepenpasunuck Yepes PeriH 1, Npoxoast MMMO NIBUMOro MOero iCEHs C CTaTyMKON MafOHHbI,
npucenun Ha ckambto, YTOObI NontoboBaTbCs BUAOM. 3amedaTternbHblin pa3roBop NpousoLwen TyT
MeXay Hamu.

CnepBa Mbl NEPEKMHYNNCb HEMHOTMMW CrIOBamMu, NOTOM 3aMOJKIK, FMSAS HAa CBETNYHO Peky.

— CkaxuTe, — Hayan Bapyr [FarvH, ¢ cBoen 06bl4HON ynbIGKOW, — Kakoro Bbl MHEHNS 06 Ace? He
npasga v, OHa AOSMKHA Ka3aTbCA BaM HEMHOIO CTPaHHON?

— [a, — otBeTMN 4 He 6e3 HEKOTOPOro HeaoyMeHUs. A He oXuaan, YTO OH 3aroBOPUT O HEMN.

— Ee Hapo xopoLeHbKo y3HaTb, YTOObI O HEW CyauTb, — NPOMOSIBUI OH, — Y HEW CepaLe OYeHb
pobpoe, Ho ronoea 6egosas. TpyaHO C Helo NaguTb. Bnpoyem, ee Henb3sa BUHUTL, 1 ecnn 6 Bbl
3Hanu ee UCToputo...

— Ee uctopuio?.. — nepebun 5, — passe oHa He Balla...

["arvH B3rnsiHyn Ha MeHs.

— YX He gymaeTe N1 Bbl, YTO OHa He cecTpa MHe?.. HeT, — npogorkan oH, He obpallas BHUMaHus
Ha MOe 3amellaTernibCTBO, — OHAa TOYHO MHE CecTpa, OHa 4oYb Moero oTua. Beicnywante meHs. A
YyBCTBYIO K BaM [JOBEPUE N pacCKaxy BaM BCe.

Oteu mow 6bin Yenosek BecbMa A06pbIi, yMHbIA, 06pa3oBaHHbIN — N HecyacTnuebli. Cyabba
obownacb C HUM He XyXe, YeM CO MHOTMMW APYrMMU; HO OH MU NEPBOro yaapa ee He BblHec. OH
XXEeHuncsa paHo, no nobBu; xeHa ero, Mosi MaTb, yMepria O4eHb CKOPO; S OCTancs nocne Hee
wectun Mecsaues. OTel yBe3 MeHH B IEPEBHIO U Lernble ABeHaauaTb NeT He Bbledxan Hukyaa. OH
cam 3aHMMarncst Momm BOCNmTaHMeM M HMKorga Obl CO MHOWM He paccrtancs, ecnu 6 6pat ero, momn
poaHON oaas, He 3aexan K Ham B AepeBHI0. [1a4a 3TOT Xun NocTosiHHO B [NeTepbypre n 3aHuman
A0BONbHO BaXHOe MecTo. OH yroBopun oTua oTaatb MEHSA K HEMY Ha PYKM, Tak Kak OTeL, HX 3a 4TO
He cornawlancs nokMHyTb AepeBHto. [19a9 npeacTaBui emy, YTO ManbymMKy MOUX NeT BPeAHO XNUTb
B COBEPLUEHHOM YeANHEHMM, YTO C TAKMM BEYHO YHbINIbIM M MOMYanMBbIM HACTaBHUKOM, KakoB
ObIn MO OTel, 1 HENPEMEHHO OTCTaHy OT MOMX CBEPCTHUKOB, Aa W CaMblii HPAB MOW FIEFKO MOXeET
ncnoptutbca. OTel 4O0Nro NPOTUBUIICA YBELLAHUAM CBOero 6paTa, ogHako ycTynun, HakoHel,. HA
nnakan, paccraBasiCb C OTLOM; S Ntobun ero, XoTa HUKOr4a He Buaan ynbldku Ha nuue ero... Ho,
nonaswwu B [eTepbypr, ckopo no3abbin Halle TEMHOE U HEBECENOe rHe3ao0. A noctynun B
FOHKEPCKYIO LLKOMY, a U3 LUKONbI NepeLuen B reapaencknin nonk. Kaxageln rog npyesxarn s B
AEPEBHIO HA HECKOSBbKO HEAENb W C KaXAblM rogoM Haxoaun otua moero Bce 6onee n 6onee



rPYCTHbIM, B cebs yrnyGneHHbIM, 3agyMmyumBbiM 40 poboctn. OH Kaxabli AeHb XOAWN B LLEPKOBb U
MoYTK pasyyunncs rosoputb. B ogHO 13 Mmonx nocelleHnin (MHe yxe 6bino net aggaguathb €
NULLIKOM) S B NepBbI pa3 yBuaan y Hac B JOMe XyJEeHbKYI0 YepHOornasyto AeBOYKY NneT OeCATu —
Acto. OTey ckasan, 4TO OHa cMpoTa 1 B3siTa UM Ha NPOKOPMIIEHNE — OH MMEHHO TakK Bblpasuncs. A
He obpaTnn ocobeHHOro BHMMaHWs Ha Hee; oHa Bblna anka, NPOBOPHA M MONYanmBa, Kak 3Bepex,
N KaK TONbKO S BXOAMN B NOOMMYIO KOMHATY MOEro oTua, OrpoOMHYI0 U MpaYvHyto KOMHaTy, rae
CKOHYanacb MOsi MaTb U rae gaxe OHEM 3axuranucb CBEYKW, OHa ToTYac npdranach 3a
BONIbTEPOBCKOE KPecrno ero unu 3a wkag ¢ kiuramu. Crnydmnock Tak, 4To B nocrnegoBasLUmve 3a
TEeM Tpu, YeTblpe roga 06a3aHHOCTM cnyxObl nomelwann mHe NnobbiBaTb B AepeBHe. A nony4an ot
OTUa eXXeMeCs4HO MO KOPOTKOMY nmucbMy; 06 Ace OH ynoMunHan peako, U To BCKONb3b. EMy 6bino
yXXe 3a NATbAECST NeT, HO OH Kasarncs eLle MonoabiM YyenoBekoM. [peacraBbTe e MO yxac:
BOPYr 4, HAYEro He No403peBaBLUNN, NOSTy4aro OT NpuKasvmka NMCbMO, B KOTOPOM OH n3BeLLaeT
MEHS 0 cMepTenbHON 60Ne3HN MOEro oTua 1 yMOnseT NpuexaTb Kak MOXHO CKOpee, eCrin Xo4y
NPOCTUTLCH C HUM. 1 MOCKakan Croms rofioBy 1 3actan oTua B XUBbIX, HO y>Ke Npu nocnegHem
nsgpixaHun. OH obpagoBanca MHe YpesBblHanHO, OBHSN MEHSI CBOMMU UCXyAanbIMU pyKamu,
AONro nornagern MHe B rnasa Kakum-To He TO UCMbITYIOLWMM, He TO YMOSSHOLWMM B30POM U, B3SIB C
MEHS CITOBO, YTO S UCMOJSHIO €ro NOCMeAHIo NpocbOy, Benen cBoeMy CTapoMy KaMepanHepy
npusectn Acto. CTapuk npuBesn ee: OHa eBa Aepxanacb Ha Horax u gpoxara BCem TerioM.

— BoT, — ckasan MHe ¢ ycunuem otel, — 3aBeLlato Tebe Mot J04Yb — TBOKO cecTpy. Thbl BCe
y3Haelb OT AkoBa, — NnpubaBun oH, yka3aB Ha kKamepauHepa.

Acs 3apblgana u ynana nuuoM Ha KpoBaThb... [lonyaca cnycts MOom OoTew, CKOHYarics.

BoT uto A y3Han. Acs 6bina goyb Moero oTua v GbiBLIEN FTOPHUYHOK MOE MaTepu, TaTbsHbI.
YKnBo nomHio A 3Ty TaTbsHy, MOMHIO €€ BbICOKYIO CTPONHYIO dourypy, ee bnaroobpasHoe, cTporoe,
YMHO€E Nnuo, ¢ 60nblwmMn TEMHbIMK rnasamu. OHa crbina AeBYLLKOW ropaon U HENPUCTYMNHON.
CKONbKO 51 MOT NMOHATb N3 NOYTUTENBbHBIX HEJOMOSNBOK HAKOBa, OTeL, MOW COLLENCS C Heto
HEeCKOIbKO JIeT CMyCTS Mocne CMepTu MaTyLKN. TaTbsHa yXKe He Xuna Torga B rocnofckom aome,
a B n3be y 3amyxHel cecTpbl CBOEN, CKOTHULbI. OTeL, MOV CUINBHO K HEN NpMBA3ancs u nocne
MOEro oTbesaa U3 AepEBHU XOTEN AaXe XEHUTbCS Ha Hel, HO OHa cama He cornacunacb 6bITb
€ro >XeHOWN, HECMOTpPS Ha ero NPocLObI.

— NMokonHuya TatbaHa BacunbeBHa, — Tak goknagbiBan MHe AKOB, CTOS Y ABEPU C 3aKNUHYTbIMK
Hasag pykamu, — BO BCeM ObInn paccyguTernbHbl U He 3axoTenu 6aTiowKy Bawero obmnaetb. YTo,
MOI, 1 BaM 3a XeHa? kakasa 9 6apblHA? Tak OHM rOBOPUTb M3BONUK, NPU MHE FOBOPUIN-C.
TaTbsAHa gaxe He xoTerna nepecenuTbCs K HaM B JOM M NpoJosiKana XuTb Y CBOEN CecTpbl,
BmecTe ¢ Acen. B getctBe A BugbiBan TaTbsiHy TONbKO NO NpasgHuKam, B Lepkeu. [loBa3aHHas
TEMHbIM NSIAaTKOM, C XXeNTOW LWanbk Ha nnevax, oHa CTaHOBUNaCh B TOMMe, BO3re OKHa, — ee
CTPOrnn Npodurb YeTKO Bblpe3biBarcsa Ha NPo3payHOM CTeKNe, — U CMUPEHHO U BaXXHO MONuUmnach,
KnaHssCcb HU3KO, No-cTapuHHoMy. Koraa asasa yses meHsd, Ace 6bino BCero Aga roga, a Ha
AEBATOM rofly oHa nuiimnacb Matepu.

yernbi Mup

W BOT 1, ABaguaTUneTHUN Manbli, O4YTUNCS C TPUHaAUaTuneTHen AeBo4vkon Ha pykax! B nepBble
AHW Nocne cMepTun OTua, NpyM OAHOM 3BYKE MOErO rofioca, ee buna nuxopagka, nackm mou
noBeprasnu ee B TOCKY, U TONMbKO NOHEMHOrY, UCNOABOSb, NPUBbLIKIA OHa KO MHe. [1paBaa, noTom,



Koraa oHa ybegmnack, 4TO 9 TOYHO NPU3HAK0 ee 3a CecTpy u nonobun ee, kKak cecTpy, oHa
CTPaCTHO KO MHE NPUBS3anack: Y HEl HM O4HO YYBCTBO He GbiBaeT BNOMOBUHY.

A npuees ee B NeTepbypr. Kak MHe H1 60NbHO BbINO C HEl paccTaTbCs, — XUTb C HEW BMECTE S
HWKaK He MOT; S1 NMOMECTUI €€ B OOAUH U3 NyYLUMX NaHCUOHOB. AcS NOoHsANa HeO6XOAMMOCTb Hallen
pasnyku, HO Hayana c Toro, 4To 3abonena n 4yTb He ymepna. Notom oHa o6Tepnenack 1 BblXuna
B MaHCMOHE YeTbIpe roaa; HO, MPOTUB MOUX OXMUAAHWI, OCTanacb NOYTU TAKOK Xe, Kakow bbina
npexae. HavyanbHMLa NaHCMOHa YacTo Xarnosanacb MHe Ha Hee. «/ HakasaTb ee Henb3s, —
roBapvBarna oHa MHe, — U Ha Nlacky oHa He nogaaetcs». Acqa bbina Ype3Bbl4anHO NOHATNMBA,
yumnacbh NpekpacHo, Nny4ylle BCEX; HO HMKaK He xoTena nogonTun noa obLwmii ypoBeHb,
ynpsmunace, rnsgena 6ykoi... 1 He MOr CULIKOM BUHUTb €€: B €€ NONOXeHUn e Hago Obino
nnbo npucnyxueatbcs, MMbo AnunTbCA. VI3 BCex CBOMX NOAPYr OHa COLLNAach TONbKO C OOHOWN,
HeKpacuBOW, 3arHaHHon n 6egHon aesyLkon. OcTanbHble GapbIWHK, C KOTOPbIMW OHA
BOCMNUTbIBaNach, 60nbLUer YacTbio N3 XOPOLLMX haMunnin, He Nobunn ee, A3BUNN ee N Kononw,
Kak Tonbko Mornu; Aca um Ha Bonoc He yctynana. OgHaxabl Ha ypoke u3 3akoHa 6oXxums
npenogaBaTerib 3aroBOpuIl 0 NOpoKax. «J1eCcTb U TPYCOCTb — CamMble AYPHbIE MOPOKM», — FPOMKO
npomonsuna Acs. CnoBoMm, oHa Npoaosmkana natun cBoen JOpPOrow; TONbKO MaHepbl ee cTanm
nydue, XOTS U B 9TOM OTHOLLEHUM OHA, KaXeTCsl, He MHOro ycnena.

HakoHeu, en MUHYNO ceMHaauaTh feT; OCTaBaTbCsa e Aanee B NaHCMOHE Oblfo HEBO3MOXHO. A
Haxogunca B 4OBOMbHO 60nblIoM 3aTpyaHeHMW. Bapyr mHe npuwna 6narast MbiCnb: BbIATU B
OTCTaBKy, noexaTb 3a rpaHuLy Ha rog unv Ha asa 1 B3ATb Acto ¢ coboto. 3agymaHo — caenaHo; 1
BOT Mbl C HEN Ha B6eperax PeliHa, roe s ctapalocb 3aHMMATbCA XXUBOMUCHIO, @ OHA... WanuT u
YyyauT no-npexHemy. Ho Tenepb S HagelCh, YTO Bbl HE CTAHETE CYyAUTb €€ CMULLKOM CTPOro; a
OHa XOTb 1 NPUTBOPSETCSH, YTO €N BCE HUMOYEM, — MHEHUEM KaXJ0ro AOPOXUT, BaLLMM Xe B
0COBEHHOCTMW.

W TarvH onate ynbliGHYNCS cBOer TUXON yrbIGKOW. A Kpenko CTUCHYN eMy pyKy.

— Bce Tak, — 3arosopun ondatb [[arnH, — HO ¢ Heto MHe 6epaa. MNMopox oHa HacToAwwmi. [1o cux nop
el HUKTO He HpaBwuncs, Ho 6eaa, ecnu oHa Koro nonbuTt! A nHorga He 3Hato, Kak ¢ Hel ObiTb. Ha
AHAX OHa YTO B3Zymarna: Havana BOpyr yBepsTb MEHS, YTO S K HEN cTan XxonogHee nNpexHero un
YTO OHa OAHOro MeHs NbUT N Bek ByaeT MeHst ogHoro Nbute... U npm atom Tak
pacnnakanace...

— Tak BOT YTO... — NPOMONBUI BbINO A 1 NPUKYCUN A3bIK. — A CKaXKuTe-ka MHe, — cnpocun s arunHa:
Aerno Mexzay Hamu MoLUno Ha OTKPOBEHHOCTb, — HEYXXEeNM B cCaMOM Jerie el 40 CUX NOP HUKTO He
HpaBunca? B NeTepbypre BMaana e oHa Monoapix nogen?

— OHWK-TO el 1 He HpaBunnch BoBce. HeT, Ace HyxeH repoi, HeOBbIKHOBEHHbIN YeNOBEK — UK
XMBOMUCHbLIN NACTyX B rOPHOM yulenbe. A Bnpo4yeMm, 1 3abonTtanca ¢ Bamu, 3agepxan Bac, —
npubaeun oH, BCTaBasl.

— lNocnywanTe, — Ha4yan 4, — noMaemMTe K BaM, MHe JOMOW He XO4eTCS.

— A pabora Bawa?

A Hu4ero He oTBeYan; NarnmH go6poayLLHO YCMEXHYNCA, N Mbl BEPHYNUCH B J1. YBUAEB 3HAKOMbIM
BMHOrpagHuK 1 6enbiin JOMUK Ha BEPXY ropbl, 4 MOYYBCTBOBAS KaKyto-TO CragoCTb — MMEHHO
CnagocTb Ha cepAue: TOYHO MHe BTUXOMOSIKY Meay Tyaa Hanunu. MHe ctano nerko nocne
rarMHCKOro pacckasa.



IX

Acsq BCTpeTuna Hac Ha camoM rnopore AoMa; 1 CHOBa OXuaan cMexa; HO OHa Bbilna K Ham BCs
6negHas, monyanueas, ¢ NOTYNMEHHbIMU rra3amu.

— BoT oH onaTk, — 3aroBopun [arvH, — n, 3ameTb, cam 3axoTen BEPHYTLCS.

Acs BonpocuUTenbHO NOCMOTpeNna Ha MeHs. A, B CBOK ovepeb, NPOTAHYN el pyKy N Ha 3TOT pas
Kperko noxan ee xonogHble nansynkn. MHe ctano o4YeHb Xanb ee; Tenepb 1 MHOroe noHumMarn B
Hel, 4To npexae couBano MeHs C TOMKY: ee BHyTpeHHee BeCnoKoNCTBO, HEYMeHbE AepXaTb
cebs, xenaHme NopmcoBaTbCs — BCE MHE CTano SACHO. A 3arnsaHyn B 9Ty AyLy: TalHbIA rHeT
AaBun ee NOCTOAHHO, TPEBOXHO MyTanocb 1 6UNocb HeonbITHOE camoniobue, HO BCe CyLLECTBO
ee CTpeMurocs K npasae. A NoHAN, NoYyemMy aTa CTpaHHasa AeBOoYKa MEHS npuBrekana: He ogHOWM
TOJSLKO MOSyANKOW MPEerecTbio, pa3nnTon No BCEMY ee TOHKOMY Teny, NpuBriekana oHa MeHs: ee
Ayla MHe HpaBunach.

"arnH Hayan KonaTbCs B CBOUX PUCYHKaX; A npeanoxun Ace norynsitb CO MHOK NO BUHOTPaAHWUKY.
OHa ToT4ac cornacunach, C BECENON U NOYTM NOKOPHOM rOTOBHOCTLIO. Mbl criycTunuck o
MOMOBMWHbI rOPbI Y MPUCENN Ha LUMPOKYO NINTY.

— W Bam He cky4Ho 6bino 6e3 Hac? — Havyana Acs.

— A Bam 6e3 MeHs BbIno cky4yHO? — cnpocun . Acs B3rnsiHyna Ha MeHsi cOoky.

— [a, — oTBe4ana oHa. — XOpoLlo B ropax? — npogoskana oHa ToT4yac, — OHM BbICOKM? Boliwe
obnakoB? PacckaxuTte MHe, 4TO Bbl BUuaenu. Bel pacckasbiBanu 6paty, HO 9 HUYEro He cribixana.
— BonbHo % Bam 6bIno yxoautb, — 3ameTun S.

— A yxoguna... noTomy 4To... A Tenepb BOT He yiray, — npubaBmna oHa ¢ JOBEPYMBOWN NacKon B
rornoce, — Bbl cerogHs obinun cepanThbl.

-A?

— Bbl.

— OT4ero xe, noMunyure...

— He 3Hato, Ho Bbl 6bInn cepaunTbl U ywnn cepantbiMu. MHe Bb1N0 04eHb 4OCaaHO, YTO Bbl Tak
YLK, U A paga, YTo Bbl BEPHYIUCH.

— W g paa, 4To BepHyncs, — npomMonsui f. Acs noBena nneyamMmu, Kak 3To 4acTo genaoT OeTw,
Korga vum XopoLuo.

— O, 9 ymeto oTragpiBaTe! — npogokana oHa, — 6biBano, s No 0 AHOMY NanalunHy KaLunio n3
APYron KOMHaTbl y3HaBara, [OBOJSIEH NI OH MHOW UNW HeT.

[o Toro gHa Acs HM pa3sy He roBopuna MHe 0 cBoeM oTue. MeHsa 3To nopasuno.

— Bbl ntobunu Bawwero 6aTrOLKY? — NPOroBOPMN s U BOPYT, K BENIMKOW MOeN aocaje,
NMoYyBCTBOBAI, YTO KPaCHEO.

OHa Huyero He oTBevana v nokpacHena Toxe. Mbl 06a 3amonknu. Baanu no Peliny 6exan n
AbiMuncsa napoxod. Mbl npUHANUCE rMageTb Ha Hero.

— YT0 Xe Bbl He pacckasbiBaeTe? — npowenTtana Acs.

— OT4ero Bbl CEroHsi pacCMesNUCh, Kak TOIbKO YBUAENN MEHA? — CNpocun £.

[13]

ee

Acs nogHsna ronosy N BCTPSIXHYNa KyapsaMMu.



— AX, MHe XOopoLUlo, — NporoBopusa oHa.
B aT0 MrHoBeHbe gonetenu Ao Hac OTPbIBOYHbIE, 0AHOOOpPa3sHble 3BykU. COTHM rONI0COB pa3oMm U
C MEepPHbIMM pacCcTaHOBKaMu MOBTOPSNM MOIMTBEHHbIN HaNeB: Tonna 6oromonbLUeB TAHyNachb
BHMU3Y MO JOpore ¢ KpectaMmu 1 XOPYrBaMM. ..
— BoT 6bl NOKWTK € HUMK, — cka3ana Acs, NPUCYLLMBAACh K NOCTENEHHO ocnabeBaBLUUM B3pbiBaM
roriocoB.
— Pa3sBe Bbl Tak HABOXHbI?
— MNMonTn kypa-HMbyab Aaneko, Ha MOMUTBY, Ha TPYAHbLIV NOABWT, — Mpogoskana oHa. — A To AHU
YXOOSAT, XU3Hb YUAET, @ YTO Mbl caenanu?
— Bbl yecTtontobumBhbl, — 3aMeTUN 5, — Bbl XOTUTE NPOXNUTb HE JAPOM, crnef 3a cobor OCTaBUTb...
— A pasBe 3TO HEBO3MOXHO?
«HeBO3MOXHO», — 4yTb ObINO He NOBTOPUN A... HO A B3rNsaHyn B ee CBETMbIE rna3a U TONbKO
NPOMONBUN:
— lNonbITantecsb.
— Ckaxute, — 3arosopuna Acsi nocne HebonNbLWOro MonyaHusi, B Te4eHUe KOTOPOro Kakme-To TEHU
npobexanu y Hen no nuuy, yxxe ycneswwemy nobnegHeTb, — BaM O4e€Hb HpaBunach Ta gama... Bbl
nomHuTe, 6paTt NMn ee 340OpOBbLE B pa3BasnvHe, Ha BTOPOW AeHb HaLlero 3HakoMcTea?
£ 3acmesancs.
— Baw 6pat wyTtun; MHe HM O4Ha Aama He HpaBunach; No KparHeln Mepe Tenepb HU OaHa He
HpaBUTCS.
— A 4TO BaM HpPaBUTCA B XeHLUHax? — cnpocuna Acs, 3aKUHYB rofioBy, C HEBUHHbLIM
nto6onbITCTBOM.
— Kakou cTpaHHbIn BonNpoc! — BOCKITMKHYN 4.
Acs crnierka cMmyTunacs.
— A He pomkHa 6bina caenaTb BaM Takon BOMPOC, He npasaa Nu? VI3BMHUTE MeHS, A NpyBbIKNa
BGonTtaTb BCe, YTO MHE B ronoBy BxoguT. OTTOro-1o g 1 601Cb roBOPUTS.
— FoBopuTe pagm 6ora, He BoriTecb, — NOAXBATUN £, — 1 TaK pag, YTO Bbl, HAKOHEL,, NepecTaeTe
ANYNTBCS.
Acsa notynunacb 1 3acmesrnacb TUXUM U NNErKUM CMEXOM; 1 He 3Hal 3a Hel Takoro cmexa.
— Hy, pacckasbiBanTe xe, — npogorkarna oHa, pasrnaxusas nosibl CBOEro nnaTba 1 yknaablisas ux
cebe Ha Horn, TOYHO OHa ycaXkmBanacb HaJoMNro, — pacckasbiBanTe NN NPOYTUTE YTO-HUOBYAb,
KaK, NOMHUTE, Bbl HAM YnTanu nd «OHermHay. ..
Owna Bgpyr 3agymanace...

l'.ae HbiH4Ye KpecT U TeHb BETBEV

Hag 6egHovi matepbio moevi! —
nporosopwura oHa Brosnrosoca.
— Y lNywknHa He Tak, — 3ameTun .
— A a xoTena 6bl 6bITb TaTbAAHOW, — NpOAOIKaNa oHa BCe Tak e 3agymunBo. — PacckasbiBalite, —
nogxsaTtusna oHa C XXUBOCTbIO.
Ho mHe 6bino He [0 pacckasoB. A rnagen Ha Hee, BCO OBNUTYIO ACHBIM COMTHEYHbBIM JTy4OM, BCHO
YCMOKOEHHYI0 1 KPOTKYt0. BCce pagoCTHO cnsano BOKpYr Hac, BHU3Y, Hag Hamu — Hebo, 3emna n
BOAbl; Cambli BO34yX, Ka3anoch, Obin HacbiweH 6neckom.



— [NocmoTpuTe, Kak xopoLuo! — ckasan g, HEBOMbHO NOHU3MB rosoC.

— [a, xopoLwlo! — Tak xXe TMXo oTBeYarna oHa, He CMOTpSA Ha MeHs. — Ecnn 6 mbl ¢ Bamu Obinu
NTULbI, — KaK O6bl Mbl B3BUIUCb, Kak Obl nonetenu... Tak 6bl U yTOHYNM B 3TOW CUHEBE... HO Mbl He
nTUUbI.

— A KpbInibA MOTYT Y Hac BblpacTu, — BO3pasun .

— Kak Tak?

— MNoxueuTe — y3HaeTe. ECTb 4yBCTBa, KOTOPblE NOAHMMAIOT HAc OT 3emnu. He Becnokonitecsb, y
Bac 6yayT Kpbinbs.

— Ay Bac 6binn?

— Kak Bam ckasaTb... KaxeTtcs, 4o cux Nop S elle He neTtan.

Acs onaTb 3agymarnach. S cnerka HakrmoHUNCS K HeWn.

— YMeeTe Bbl BanbCMpoBaTh? — CNpocuna oHa BApYr.

— YMmelo, — oTBeYan s, HeCKOMbKO 03aavyeHHbIN.

— Tak nongemte, nongemrte... A nonpowwy 6paTa cbirpate Ham BanbC... Mbl Boo6pasum, 4To Mbl
netaem, YTO Y HaC BbIPOCIU KPbISibsl.

Ona nobexana k gomy. A nobexan Bcreq 3a HeK — U HECKOMNbKO MIHOBEHWI CMYCTS Mbl
KPY>XUNNCb B TECHOM KOMHaTe, nof cnagkue 3Byku JlaHHepa. Acs BanbcupoBana npekpacHo, ¢
yBrneyeHnem. Yto-To MSArkoe, XXeHCKoe NpoCcTynuso BAPYr CKBO3b ee AEBUYECKU-CTPOrui 0bnuk.
[onro noTom pyka Mos YyBCTBOBasia NPUKOCHOBEHNE €€ HEXXHOro CTaHa, J0ro ChbIWwanocb MHe
ee yCKopeHHoe, 6nn3koe abixaHbe, 4ONr0 MEPELLUMINCE MHE TEMHbIE, HENOABWXKHbIE, MOYTH
3aKkpbITble rnasa Ha 6negHOM, HO OXXMBIIEHHOM NuLE, Pe3BO OOBEAHHOM KyApSMMU.



X

Becb aTOT AeHb npowen Kak Henb3a nydwe. Mbl Becenunucb, kak getn. Acst 6bina oyeHb Muna u
npocta. [[aruH pagosancs, rmsaada Ha Hee. A ywen no3gHo. Brexaswn Ha cpeguHy PenHa, s
nonpocun nepeBo3yrKa NyCcTUTb JIOAKY BHU3 NO TedeHunto. CTapuk NogHsAM Becna — 1 LapcTBeHHas
peka noHecna Hac. [[nsaa Kpyrom, crnywas, BCoMyUHas, S BApPYr NOYYBCTBOBas TanHoe
6ecnokoncTBO Ha cepaue... NoAHAN rnasa K Heby — HO 1 B Hebe He BbINo NOKOS: UcneLpeHHoe
3B8e34aMu, OHO BCe LLEBENUIOCH, ABUranochb, COAPOranoch; s1 CKINOHWUICS K PEKE... HO U TaM, N B
3TOW TEMHOW, XONOAHON rnybunHe, TOXe KOMNbIXanucb, 4poXanu 3Be3abl; TPEBOXHOE OXMBEHNE
MHe 4yauMnoch NOBCHOAY — U TPeBOra pocna BO MHe caMoM. S 06fOKOTUNCA Ha Kpawn NOAKMW. ..
LlenoT BeTpa B MOUX yLlax, TUXOE XypYaHbe BOAbI 32 KOPMOK MEHSA pasgpaxanu, u ceexee
AblXaHbe BOJIHbI HE OXNaXaano MeHs; conoBen 3anen Ha 6epery u 3apasun MeHsa crnagkum s40M
cBoux 3BykoB. Cnesbl 3akMnanu y MeHs Ha rnasax, Ho TO He Obinun cnesbl 6ecnpeamMeTHOro
BocTOpra. Yto 4 yyBcTBOBa, 6bINI0 HE TO CMYTHOE, eLle He4AaBHO UCMbITAHHOE OLLyLLIEHNE
BCEOOBEMNIOLLNX XKENaHWK, Korga gylia LWMPUTCA, 3BYYMT, KOrga en KaeTcs, YTO OHa Bce
NoHUMaeT n Bce Nobut... HeT! BO MHe 3axrnach xaxaga cyacTtus. A elle He cMen Ha3BaTb ero no
WMEHMU, — HO CHACTbS, CHACTbA 40 NPECHILLEHNS — BOT Yero XoTen s, BOT 0 YeM TOMMUACA... A
nogka Bce Hecrnacb, U CTapuK NepeBo3yYnK cuagen u gpemMari, HaknoHsCb Hag BeCrnamu.



Xl

OTnpaBndasch Ha cneayrowmnn AeHb K [arvHbiM, 9 He cnpalwmean cebs, BnobneH nu g B Acto, HO A
MHOrO pa3mbILWAAN O HeK, ee cyabba MeHda 3aHMMana, s pagoBarcst HEOXKMAAHHOMY HalleMy
cOnmxeHnto. A YyBCTBOBAr, YTO TOMbKO C BYEpaLLHEro AHs S y3Han ee; 4O TeX Nop oHa
OoTBOpayuBanacb OT MeHs. Ml BOT, korga oHa packpblfacbh, HaKoHel, Nnepeo MHOK, Kakum
nAeHNTENbHbIM CBETOM 03apuncs ee obpas, Kak OH ObiNl HOB ANA MEHS, Kakne TariHble 06asaHnA
CTbIANIMBO B HEM CKBO3WUIN. ..

Boapo wen s no 3Hakomown gopore, 6ecnpecTtaHHO NocmaTpuBas Ha u3ganu 6eneBLInA AOMUK; S
He TOmMbKo 0 Byayllem — 9 0 3aBTpallHEM AHE He AyMman; MHe Oblfo 04YeHb XOPOLUO.

Acsa nokpacHena, Korga sl Bowes B KOMHaTy; 9 3aMeTu, YTO OHa ONATb NpuHapsauniachk, HO
BblpaXXeHMe ee Nuua He LMo K ee Hapsaay: OHO 6bINo neyanbHo. A 4 npuwen Takum Becenbim!
MHe nokasanocb gaxe, YTo OHa, No 06bIKHOBEHMIO CBOEMY, cobpanack 6bino 6exartb, HO caenana
ycunue Hag coboto — 1 octanach. 'armH Haxoguncsa B TOM 0COB6EHHOM COCTOSIHUN
XYZAOXHNUYECKOro Xapa u apocTu, KOTopoe, B BuAe npunagka, BHe3anHo osragesaeT
AnnetTaHTamu, Koraa oHyM BOoGpasAT, YTo MM yaanoch, Kak OHM BbIpaXatoTCd, «norMmMaTtb Nnpupoay
3a xBoCT». OH CTOSAM, BECb B3bEPOLUEHHbIM M BbiNaykaHHbIN Kpackamu, nepes HaTsHyTbiM
XOJICTOM U, LUMPOKO pa3MaxuBasi No HEM KUCTbIO, MOYTU CBUPENO KMBHYIT MHE FOJfIOBOM,
OTOABMHYIICS, MPULLYPWUI rnasa u CHOBa HaKMHYJICHA Ha CBOK KapTUHY. A He cTan melwartb emy 1
noacen k Ace. MegneHHo ob6paTuUnmcb KO MHE ee TEMHbIE rnasa.

— Bbl cerogHs He Takas, Kak BYepa, — 3ameTun 9 Nocne TWeTHbIX YCUnui Bol3aBaTb yNblOKy Ha ee
ryobi.

— HeT, He Takas, — Bo3pasuna oHa HETOPOMNMBbLIM U FYXUM ronocom. — Ho aTo Huyero. A
HeXOopOoLLOo cnana, BC HOYb Aymana.

— O yem?

— AX, 94 0 MHOrom fymana. 970 y MeHs MpuBbIYKa C AeTCTBa: eLe C TOro BpeMeHu, Korga s xuna c
MaTYLLKOW. ..

OHa ¢ ycunvem BbIroBopusia 310 CroBO 1 NMOTOM eLe pas nosTopuna:

— Korga s xuna ¢ maTyLKOW... 1 gymana, OT4ero 370 HUKTO HEe MOXET 3HaTb, YTO C HUM ByaeT; a
nHorga u Buanweb 6eny — Aa cnacTuCb HEMb3S; N OTYEro HUKOr4a Henb3si Cka3aTb BCEW npaBabl?..
MoTom 51 gymana, 4To 9 HMYEero He 3Hato, YTo MHe HagobHO yunTbea. MeHa nepeBocnuTaTh Hago,
S1 04eHb QypPHO BOCNUTaHa. A He ymeto urpatb Ha (popTenbsHO, He YMEK pUCcoBaTb, A JaXe LUbH
Nnoxo. Y MeHs HET HUKaKNX CNOCOBHOCTEN, CO MHOW, JOIMKHO ObiTb, O4EHb CKY4YHO.

— Bbl HecnpaBegnmebl k cebe, — Bo3pasun 5. — Bbl MHOro umMtanu, Bbl 06pa3oBaHHbI, U C BalnMm
YMOM...

— A 9 ymMmHa? — cnpocuna oHa ¢ Takov HauBHOW NOBO3HATENBHOCTLIO, YTO 51 HEBOJSIBHO 3aCMESNCS;
HO OHa Jaxe He ynblbHynack. — bpat, 4 ymHa? — cnpocuna oHa [(aruHa.

OH Huyero He oTBeYan ein n Npogosmkan TPyAnTbCs, 6ecnpecTaHHO MEHSS! KNCTU U BbICOKO
nogHMmas pyky.

— #1 cama He 3Halo MHOrga, YTo Y MEeHs B rofnioBe, — npogosnkana Acs ¢ TeM Xe 3aQyMynBbIM
BMAoOM. — A nHorga camom cebs 6otoch, en-6ory. Ax, a1 xotena Obl... lNMpaBga nu, YTO XKeHWwmHam
He cnegyeT yMtaTtb MHOro?



— MHoOro He Hy>HO, HO...

— CkaxuTe MHe, YTO 9 A0SPKHA YnTaTb? CKauTe, YTO S OMKHa aenatb? A Bce byay genatb, YTO
Bbl MHE CKaxeTe, — npubaBnna oHa, C HEBMHHOW JOBEPYNBOCTLIO 0OpaTACh KO MHE.

£ He TOTYac Hawlencs, YTo ckasaTb en.

— Beagb Bam He ByaeT CKy4HO CO MHOKO?

— lNomunynte, — Havan .

— Hy, cnacubo! — Bo3pasuna Acs, — a a1 gymana, 4to Bam CKy4HO GyaerT.

N ee maneHbKkasa ropsyasn pyyka Kpenko CTUCHYra Molo.

— H.! — BCKpYKHYN B 3TO MrHOBEHbe [arnH, — He TemeH 3TOT POH?

A nopgowen k Hemy. Aca BcTana u yganunacs.



Xl

OHa BepHynacbk 4Yepes yac, OCTaHOBMMAaCh B ABEPSAX U NOA03Bana MeHsi pyKoto.

- MocnywanTe, — ckasana oHa, — ecnu 6 g ymepna, Bam 66110 6bl XXanb MeHs?

— YT0 Yy Bac 3a Mbicnn cerogHs! — BOCKINKHYIN 1.

— 7 BooGpaxato, 4TO 9 CKOPO YMPY; MHE MHOrAa KaXETCs, YTO BCE BOKPYr MEHSA CO MHOIO
npowjaeTtcs. YMepeTb Nydlle, Yem XuTb Tak... Ax! He rnsanTe Tak Ha MeHs; 9, NpaBo, He
npuTBOpPSIOCh. A TO A Bac ondaTb 6osTbea Byay.

— Pa3sBe Bbl MeHs 6oanncs?

— Ecnu 5 Takas ctpaHHas, 1, NpaBo, He BUHOBATa, — Bo3pasusa oHa. — Bugute, 9 yxx nu cmesatbcs
He mory...

OHa octanacbk nevyanbHOM M 03ab0YEHHOM A0 CaMOro Bevepa. YTo-To NPONCXOANIO B HEW, YEro 4
He noHuman. Ee B3op yacTo octaHaBnuBasncsa Ha MHe; ceple MOoe TUXO CKMManocCh nog 3aTnm
3aragoyHbimM B3opoM. OHa Kasarnacb CNOKOWHOK — a MHe, Msa4a Ha Hee, BCe XOTeNoCh ckasaTtb en,
yTo6bl OHa He BonHoBanack. A nbosBancs ek, 9 Haxoaun TporaTenbHy NPenecTb B ee
nobnegHeBLUMX YepTax, B €e HepeLUMTENbHbIX, 3aMeaIEHHbIX OBUKEHUAX — a el NoYeEMY-TO
BOOGpaxanocb, 4YTo S He B AyXe.

— MocnywanTte, — ckasana oHa MHe He3a40Nro 40 NPOLLAHbS, — MEHSI MYYUT MbICIb, YTO Bbl MEHS
cumTaeTe NnerkombICneHHown... Bbl Bnepen Bcerga BepbTe TOMY, YTO S BAM roBOpUTL Byay, TONbKO
1 Bbl OyabTe CO MHOW OTKPOBEHHbBI: @ 1 Bam Bcerga 6yay roBoputb npasay, Aako BaM YecTHoe
CnoBo...

OTO «4YeCTHOE CIIOBO» OMATb 3aCTaBUIO MEHS 3aCMesATbCS.

— AX, HE CMeNTECh, — MPOroBOPUIIa OHa C XXMBOCTbLIO, — @ TO A BaM CKaXy CEroaHs To, YTo Bbl MHE
ckasanu Byepa: «3a4yeM Bbl CMEETECH?» — U, MOMONYaB HEMHOrO, OHa npubasuna: — NomHuTE, Bbl
BYEpaA roBOPMNN O Kpbinbax?.. Kpbinbs y MeHs1 BbIPOCNU — Aa feTeTb Hekyaa.

— Momunyiite, — npoMmonBeun s, — nepen Bamu BCe NyTH OTKPbITHI. ..

Acsa nocmoTpena MHe NPSMO U NpUcTanbHO B rnasa.

— Bbl cerogHsa oypHoro MHeHust 060 MHe, — ckasana oHa, Haxmypus 6poBw.

— A? nypHoro mHeHna? o Bac!..

— Y70 9TO BbI TOYHO B BOAY ONyLLUEHHbIE, — Nepedbun MeHs ["arvH, — XxoTuTe, 4, No-BYepaLLHEMY,
cbirpato Bam BasnbC?

— HeT, HeT, — BO3pasuna Ace 1 CTUCHYyNa pyku, — CerogHs Hu 3a 4to!

— A Tebs He NnpuHyxaato, YCNoKoWcA. ..

— Hwn 3a yT0, — NnoBTOpPMNa oHa bneaHes.

* % *

«Heyxenn oHa meHst nobuT?» — gyman s, noaxoas kK PeriHy, GbICTPO KaTUBLLEMY TEMHbIE BOJSIHbI.



Xl

«Heyxenun oHa meHa nobut?» — cnpawwmvean s cebs Ha 4pyron AeHb, TONbKO YTO NPOCHYBLUMCH. A
He xoTen 3arnagpiBatb B camoro cebs. A YyBcTBOBan, 4To ee obpas, obpas «AeBYLLKN C
HaTAHYTbIM CMEXOM», BTECHUIICA MHE B AyLy U YTO MHE OT HEro He CKOpo otaenartbes. A nowen
B J1. n ocTanca Tam uenbi AeHb, HO ACo Buern TONbKo MenbkoM. Er He340poBUNoCk; y Hen
ronosa 6onena. OHa cowna BHM3, HA MUHYTKY, C NOBA3aHHbIM Nb6om, GneaHas, XyaeHbkas, ¢
NOYTW 3aKPbITLIMK FNasamu; cnabo ynbibHynack, ckasana: «3To NponaeT, 3TO HUYero, Bce
npongeTt, He Npasada NU?» — un ywrna. MHe cTano CKy4YHO U Kak-TO FPyCTHO-MYCTO; S, OAHAKO, A0S0
He XOTen yxoauTb U BEPHYICS No34HO, He yBuaas ee bonee.

Cnegytowiee yTpo NPOLLAO B KAKOM-TO NOSTYCHE CO3HAHWSA. A XOTen NPUHATLCS 3a paboTy — He
MOT; XOTEN HUYEero He aenaTb U He AyMaThb... U 3TO He yganock. A 6pogun no ropoay;
BO3BpaLLlancs 4oMOu1, BbIXOAUIT CHOBA.

— Bbl i1 rocnoavH H.? — pasgancsa Bopyr 3a MHOK OETCKUM ronoc. A ornsHyncs; nepeno MHOK
CTOAN Manbyuk. — ATO BaMm OT dppennenH Annette, — npubasmn oH, nogaBas MHe 3anucKy.

£ pa3BepHyn ee — 1 y3Han HenpaBubHbIA U BbICTPbI NoYepk Acn. «A HENPEeMEHHO OOmKHa Bac
BUOETb, — NMcana MHe OHa, — NPUXoAUTE CEerofHA B YEeTblpe Yyaca K KaMeHHOW YacoBHE Ha aopore
BO3Me pa3BanuHbl. S caenana cerogHsi 60nbLUY0 HEOCTOPOXHOCTL... [puanTte pagm 6ora, Bbl BCe
y3HaeTte... CkaxuTe nocrnaHHomy: ,aa“.

— bygeT oTBET? — CNpoCun MeHsi Manb4uK.

— Ckaxu, yTo ga, — oTBevan 1.

Manbuuk y6exan.



XV

A npuwen k cebe B KOMHaTy, cen un 3agymarncs. Cepgue Bo MHe CMnbHO 6unock. Heckonbko pas
nepeyen s 3anncky Acu. 1 noCMOTpen Ha Yachl: U ABeHaauaTh ele He 6bino.

[Bepb oTBOpPUNach — sowern [FarunH.

JMnuo ero 6bino nacmypHo. OH cxBaTW MEHA 3a PYKYy M Kpenko noxan ee. OH ka3ancst O4eHb
B3BOJTHOBAHHbIM.

— Yrto c Bamun? — crnpocun g. ["arnH B3sn CTyn u cen npoTne MeHs.

— YeTBEpPTOro AHS, — Havan OH C NPUHYXXOEHHOW YyNbIOKOW 1 3anuHasaCch, — 9 yaMBU Bac CBOUM
paccka3oMm; cerogHs yamenio ete 6onee. C gpyrum s, BEPOSATHO, He pelumncs bbl... Tak Npsmo. ..
Ho Bbl GnaropogHbI YenoBek, Bbl MHE ApYr, He Tak nu? MocnywanTe: mos cectpa, Acs, B Bac
BnobneHa.

£ Becb B34 pOrHyn v NPUNOAHANCS. ..

— Bawa cectpa, rosopuTe Bbil...

- [a, na, — nepebun meHs MarvH. — 5 Bam roBopto, OHa cymacLuellas n meHsa ¢ yma ceseget. Ho,
K cHacTblo, OHa He YMeeT fnraTb — U oBepsaeT MHe. AX, YTO 3a AyLlia y 9TOW OEeBOYKU... HO OHa
cebs norybut, HenpemMeHHo.

— [a Bbl owmnbaeTech, — Havan .

— HeT, He owmbatock. Buepa, Bbl 3HaeTe, OHa NOYTK LENbIN AeHb Nponexana, HAYero He ena,
BMpoYeM He xanosanach... OHa HUKoraa He xanyeTcs. A He 6eCnoKOUNCa, XOTS K BEYEpY Y Hen
caenancs HebonbLuo xap. CerogHs, B ABa Yaca HO4YM, MeHs pa3byauna Halla xo3suka:
«CTynaiite, roBopuT, K BalLen CECTPE: C HEeN YTO-To Xyao». A nobexan k Ace 1 Hawen ee
HepasaeTolo, B IMXOpaaKe, B crnesax; rofioBa y Hew ropena, 3ybbl ctyyanu. «4T1o ¢ To6on? —
cnpocun s, — Tbl 6onbHa?» OHa 6pocmnack MHe Ha et 1 Havana yMonaTb MeHsi YBE3TU ee Kak
MOXHO CKOpee, eCrnim s X04Y, YToBbl OHa OcTanach B XMBbIX... S HAYEro He NoHMMato, CTapatChb
ee yCnokouTb... PbligaHus ee ycunnearoTcs... U BOPYr CKBO3b 9TU pblaaHuna ycnbiwan 4... Hy,
CNOBOM, 51 YCnblILar, YTo OHa Bac nobuT. YBepsto Bac, Mbl C BaMn, bnaropasymHblie nogu, 1
npeacTaBuTb cebe He MOXeM, Kak OHa rnyBoKO YyBCTBYET M C KAKON HEBEPOSTHON CUINOW
BbICKa3bIBaKOTCA B HEW 9TU YYyBCTBA; 9TO HAXOAUT Ha Hee Tak Xe HEOXNOAHHO U TaK Xe
HeoTpa3nMo, Kak rposa. Bbl o4eHb MurnbI Yyenosek, — npogosikan farvH, — Ho NnoYemMy OHa Bac Tak
nontobuna — 3Toro s, NPU3HatCb, He NoHMMato. OHa roBoOpuUT, YTO NpMBA3anachb K Bam C NEpPBOro
B3rngaa. OTToro oHa v nnakana Ha gHAX, Korga yBepsna MeHs, 4To, KpoMe MEHS1, HUKOro nobutb
He xo4eT. OHa BoOOpaxaeT, YTo Bbl ee npe3npaeTe, YTo Bbl, BEPOATHO, 3HAETE, KTO OHA; OHa
crnpaluvBana MeHsl, He pacckasar fnm 9 BaM ee UCTOPUIO, — S, pa3yMeeTCsl, ckasar, YTO HET; HO
YYTKOCTb €e — NPOoCTO cTpawHa. OHa XenaeTt OAHOro: yexaTb, yexaTb ToT4ac. A npocuaen c Hen
[0 yTpa; OHa B35Ma C MeHs CroBO, YTO HacC 3aBTpa e 34ecb He byaeT, — u Toraa ToNbKo OHa
3acHyna. A nogymar, nogymarn u peLumncs — norosoputb ¢ Bamu. [o-moemy, Acsi npasa: camoe
nyyuwee- yexatb Ham oboum oTctoga. U s cerogHs xe 6bl yBes ee, ecnun 6 He npuwina MHe B
rofoBy MbICMb, KOTOpasi MeHst octaHoBuna. Moxet 6bITb... Kak 3HaTb? — BaM cecTpa Mosi
HpaBuTCcAa? Ecnu Tak, ¢ kKakon ctatu A yBe3y ee? A BOT U pelunncs, oT6pocusB B CTOPOHY BCSAKUN
CTbla... [MpnTOM Xe 9 cam Koe-4To 3ameTun. A pewmnncs... y3HaTb OT Bac... — begHbin MarvH
cMmyTuncs. — I3BuHUTE MeHs, noxanyncra, — npubasun oH, — 9 He NPUBbLIK K TAKUM Nepeapsiram.



£ B3sin ero 3a pyky.

— Bbl xO0TUTE 3HATb, — NPOU3HEC A TBEPAbIM rOfIOCOM, — HPaBUTCH N MHe Bawla cectpa? [1a, oHa
MHE HpaBu!TCA...

["arvH B3rnsiHyn Ha MeHs.

— Ho, — nporoBopun oH 3annHasch, — BeAb Bbl HE XXEHUTECHb Ha HEW?

— Kak Bbl x0TuTE, 4TOOBI 1 OTBEYan Ha Takon Bonpoc? Nocyaute camu, MOry nu s Tenepsb...

— 3Hato, 3Hato, — nepebun meHsa MarvH. — A He nmMeto HMKakoro npaea TpeboBaTtb OT Bac OTBETA, U
BOMPOC MOW — BepX Henpunuyus... Ho 4to npukaxeTe genatb? C OrHeM WYTUTb HemNb3s. Bbl He
3HaeTe ACIo; OHa B COCTOSIHUM 3aHeMOYb, Y6exaTb, CBMAaHbe BaM Ha3HauuTb... [pyraa ymena
Obl BCE CKPbITb U BbKAAaTbh — HO HEe OHa. C Heto 3TO B nNepBbili pa3, — BoT 4To 6eaal Ecnu 6 Bbl
BMAENN, KaK OHA CEroAHs pbigana y Hor Moux, Bbl Obl MOHSAM MOV ONACEHWUS.

A 3agymancsa. Cnosa ["arnHa «cBuaaHbe BaM Ha3HaunTb» KOMbHYNU MeHd B cepaue. MHe
nokasanocb NOCTbIAHbLIM HE OTBEeYaTb OTKPOBEHHOCTbLIO HA €ro YeCTHYH OTKPOBEHHOCTb.

— [la, — ckasan A HakoHeL, — Bbl NpaBbl. Yac ToMy Ha3ag s nony4unn oT Ballen CecTpbl 3arnncky.
BoT oHa.

["arvH B3an 3anuncky, 6bICTPo Npobexxan ee n ypoHUn pyku Ha KoneHu. BelpaxeHne naymnennsa Ha
ero nuue 6b1no oyeHb 3abaBHO, HO MHE BbINO HE 4O CMEXY.

— Bbl, noBTOpAt0, GNaropogHbIvi YeNoBEK, — MPOroBOPUIT OH, — HO YTO Xe Tenepb aenaTtb? Kak?
OHa camMa XO4eT yexaTb, U NULLET K BaM, U ynpekaeT cebs B HEOCTOPOXXHOCTU... U KOrga 3TO OHa
ycnena HanucaTb? Yero X oHa xo4eT oT Bac?

£ ycnokoun ero, n Mbl NPUHANUCL TOSIKOBaTb XNagHOKPOBHO NO MepPe BO3MOXHOCTU O TOM, YTO
HaMm cnegoBano NpeanpuHATL.

BoT Ha yeM Mbl OCTaHOBUNUCL, HAKOHeL,: BO n3bexaHue 6efbl 8 4OMmMKeH Obln MATU HA CBUOAHBLE U
4yeCcTHO 06bsicHUTBCS ¢ Acen; MaruH obas3anca cuaeTb JOMa U He NnogaTh BMAA, YTO eMy U3BECTHa
ee 3anucka; a Be4epom Mbl MOMOXUIIM COUTUCH ONATb.

— ¥ TBepOO HagelCh Ha Bac, — cka3an [[arMH u CTUCHYN MHe pyKy, — nowiaguTte u ee n meHs. A
ye3kaem Mbl BCe-Taku 3aBTpa, — npubasun oH, BCTaBasi, — MOTOMY YTO Befb Bbl HA Ace He
XEHUTECH.

— [lanTe MHe CpoKy 0O Beyepa, — BO3pasun .

— Noxanyn, HO Bbl HE XXEHUTECH.

OH ywen, a 8 6pocunca Ha AMBaH 1 3akpbin rnasa. [onoBa y MeHst xoauna Kpyrom: CAmLLKOM
MHOrO BrieyaTneHnin B Hee HaxmblHYNo pa3oM. A gocagoBarn Ha OTKPOBEHHOCTb ["arnHa, s
pocagosan Ha Acto, ee noboBb MeHS 1 pagoBana 1 cmylana. A He MOr MOHSATb, YTO 3aCTaBuIo
ee BCe BbICka3aTb bpaTty; Hen3bexXHOCTb CKOPOro, NOYTN MrHOBEHHOIO PELLEHNS Tep3ana MeHs. ..
«KeHnTbCca Ha cemMHaauaTunNeTHen 4eBOYKe, C ee HpaBOM, KaK 3TO MOXHO!» — cka3an 4, BCTaBas.



XV

B ycnoeneHHbIN Yac nepenpaBunics s Yyepes PeriH, n nepBoe Nuuo, BCTPETUBLLEE MEHSA Ha
NpPOTMBONONOXHOM Bepery, 6bi1 camblil TOT ManbymK, KOTOPbIN NPUXOAMI KO MHe noyTpy. OH, no-
BUOVMOMY, XOan MeHs.

— OT dppennennH Annette, — ckazan oH LLENOTOM U Nogan MHe APYryro 3arnucky.

Acs nsBewjana MeHs o NepemMeHe MecTta Hawero ceuganuna. S gomkeH Obin NpunTH Yepes
nonTopa Yaca He K YacoBHe, a B oM ppay Jlynse, nocTyyaTbCst BHU3Y 1 BOUTU B TPETUN STaX.

— Onatb: ga? — cnpocur MeHsa ManbyuK.

— [a, — nosTopun g v nowen no 6epery Penna.

BepHyTbca gomon 6b1n0 Hekoraa, 1 He xoten 6poanTb No ynuuam. 3a ropoackor CTEHO
Haxo4Mnca ManeHbkUin cag C HaBeCOM AN1A Kernen n ctonamu anga nobutenen nuea. A sowen
Tyaa. HeckonbKo yxe NOXuibIX HEMLUEB Urpanu B KErrfv; Co CTYKOM KaTUIMUCb AepeBSAHHbIE LWapbl,
n3penka pasgaBanvcb ogobpuTenbHble BOCKNMLaHUSA. XOpOoLIeHbKast CnyaHka C 3anfiakaHHbIMM
rnasamm npuUHecna MHe KpYXKy N1MBa; A B3rnsHyn B ee nuuyo. OHa BbIicTpo oTBOPOTMNACH U
oToLuna npoyb.

—[a, ga, — npoMonBum TyT e CUAEBLUNA TOSICTbIA N KPACHOLEKUN rpaXaaHuH, — FaHxeH Halua
CerogHs 0MeHb OropyeHa: XXeHux ee nowesn B congaTbl.

£ nocmoTpen Ha Hee: OHa nNpwxanacb B Yronok v noanepnia pykoro LLeKy; crnesbl kananu ogHa 3a
apyrown no ee nansuyam. KTo-To cnpocun nuea; oHa npuHecna emMy KpyxKy 1 onaTb BepHynacbh Ha
cBoe MecTo. Ee rope nogenictBoBano Ha MeHs; 9 Hayan gymaTb 06 oXXnaasluem MeHsi CBUAAHUM,
HO Mou aymbl 6binv 3ab60TnMBbIE, HEBECENbIe AyMbl. He ¢ nerkum cepguem wwen s Ha 3T1o
cBuAaHue, He NpeaaBaTbCs PagoCTsM B3aUMHOM NoOBU NpeacToano MHE; MHE NPeacTosno
cAepXaTb 4aHHOEe CMOBO, UCMOMHUTbL TPYAHYH 00513aHHOCTb. «C Hel Wy TUTb HENb3A» — 3TU
cnoBa ["arvHa, kak cTpensl, BNMANCL B MO0 Ayuly. A elle YeTBepTOro AHs B 3TOW NOAKE,
YHOCMMOW BOSTHAMW, HE TOMUIICS K S Xaxaon cyactba? OHO CTano BO3MOXHbIM — U S
konebancs, a4 oTTankmean, 9 40S/KeH OblN OTTOMNKHYTb €ro NpoYb... Ero BHE3anHOCTb MeHs
cmywana. Cama Acs, ¢ ee OrHeHHOW rofoBow, C ee NpoLLeLwnM, C ee BOCUTaHNeM, 310
npuBnekaTenbHoe, HO CTPaHHOE CYLLIECTBO — NPMU3HAOCh, OHA MeHs nyrana. fonro 6oponuce BO
MHe 4yBCTBa. HaszHayeHHbI CpoK Npubnmkanca. «- He MOry Ha Hel XXeHUTbCS, — peLunn 4,
HaKOHeL,, — OHa He Y3HaeT, YTO 1 s Nondun eex.

#A BcTan — 1, nonoxus Tanep B pyky 6eagHon MaHxeH (OHa gaxe He nobGnarogapuna MeHs),
Hanpasuncs K gomy pay Jlynse. BedepHue TeHU yxe pasnvBanncb B BO3yxe, U y3Kas noroca
Heba, Hag TeMHON ynuuen, anena oténeckomM 3apu. A cnabo CTykHyn B ABEPb; OHA TOTYac
oTBOpUrachk. S nepecTynun Nopor U 04MyTUICA B COBEPLLUEHHOW TEMHOTE.

— Cioga! — nocnbiwanca crapyLweyni ronoc. — Bac xayr.

A warHyn pasa gBa oLynblo, YbS-TO KOCTIISIBasA pyka B3sifia MO PYyKY.

— Bbl 370, (hpay Jlynse? — cnpocun 1.

— £, — oTBEYan MHe TOT Xe rofnoc, — s, MO/ NPeKpPacHbIN MONOAON YErOBEK.

Crtapyxa noBena MeHsi OnsiTb BBEPX, MO KPYTOWN NECTHULE, N OCTAHOBUACh Ha Nrowazke
TpeTbero ataxa. Npn cnabom cBeTe, NnagaBLUIEM N3 KPOLLEYHOIO OKOLLKA, S yBuaan MOpLMHUCTOE
nvuyo BaoBbl Bypromuctpa. MNpuTopHO-NnyKkaBas ynbibka pactarneana ee seanusLunecs rybol,
exuna Tycknble rnasku. OHa ykasana MHe Ha ManeHbKyto aBepb. CyLOpPOXHbIM ABMXEHUEM PYKN



OTBOPUIN A €€ U 3axJI0MHyN 3a coboto.
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B HeBonbLuoin koMHaTKe, Kyaa  BoLuer, 66110 A0BOIbHO TEMHO, U A He ToT4yac yBugen Acto.
3aKyTaHHas B ANIMHHYIO LWarb, OHa CMAena Ha CTyne BO3fne OKHa, OTBEPHYB U MOYTW CNpsATas
ronosy, Kak ucnyraHHas ntudka. OHa ablwana 6bICTpo 1 BcA gpoxana. MHe ctano HeckasaHHO
Xanko ee. A nogowen K Hei. OHa elle 6onblLUe OTBEPHYa rofosy...

— AHHa HukonaesHa, — ckasan 1.

OHa Bpyr BCs BbINpsMUNachk, XoTena B3rnsiHyTb HA MEHSA — U He Morna. f cxBaTur ee pyky, oHa
Oblna xonoaHa u nexana kak MepTeasi Ha MOoel NnagoHu.

— A xenana... — Ha4ana Acs, cTapascb ynblbHyTbCS, HO ee BriegHble rybbl He cnylwanuck ee, — 9
xoTena... Het, He mory, — nporoBopwura oHa 1 ymonkna. [lenctesuternbHo, ronoc ee npepbiBasnca
Ha KaxJoMm croBe.

A cen noane Hee.

— AHHa HukonaeBHa, — NOBTOPWA S U TOXE He MOT HUYero npubaBuThb.

Hactano monyaHve. A npogorkan Aepxartb ee pyky v rnsaen Ha Hee. OHa no-npexHemy Bcs
CKuMManachb, Aplwana ¢ TpyAoM Y TUXOHBKO MOKyCblBana HWXHIK ryby, 4tobbl He 3annakatb,
4yTOObI yaepkaTb HakMnaBLwme cnesbl... A rnagen Ha Hee: BblNo YTO-TO TporaTenbHo-
6ecnomolLHoe B ee pobKoN HEMOABMXHOCTU: TOYHO OHA OT yCTanocTu easa gobpanack Ao cTyna
n Tak 1 ynana Ha Hero. Cepgue BO MHe pacTasrno...

— Acs, — ckasan g efBa CribILUHO. ..

OHa meaneHHO nogHsna Ha MeHst ceom rnasa... O, B3rnsag XeHLWmHbl, KoTopas nontbuna, — KTo
Te6s onuweTt? OHM MoNunu, 3TK rnasa, OHW AOBEPSANUCH, BONpoLwanu, 0T4aBanuck... 5 He Mor
NPOTUBUTBLCA UX 06asHNIO. TOHKUI OrOHb NpoGexan No MHE Xry4Ynumun Urnamu; s HarHyncs u
MPUHUK K ee pykKe...

Mocnbiwancs TpeneTHbIN 3BYK, MOXOXUIN Ha NPEPbLIBUCTLIN B3[AOX, W A MOYYBCTBOBAN Ha MOUX
BOMOCcax NpPUKOCHOBEHWE cnabomn, Kak NUCT ApoxXasLUer pyku. S NOAHSN ronosy 1 yBuaan ee
nuyo. Kak oHo Bapyr npeobpasunock! BelpaxkeHne ctpaxa ncyesno ¢ Hero, B3op yLien Kyaa-to
Aaneko v yBnekan meHs 3a coboto, rybbl cnerka packpbinmcbk, nob nobneaHen kak mpamop, 1
Kyapw OTOABWHYNUCb Ha3ag, kak 6yaTo BeTep ux OTKUHYN. A 3abbin BCce, 9 NOTaHynN ee Kk cebe —
NMOKOPHO NMOBMHOBArnach ee pyka, BCe ee Terno MoBNeKNoch BCrne 3a pyKor, warb nokatunach ¢
nney, 1 ronosa ee TUXO Nnerna Ha Moo rpyAdb, fierna nog Mown 3aropesLunecs rybei...

— Bawa... — npowenTtana oHa efBa CribILHO.

Yxe pyku MOV CKOMb3UNN BOKPYr ee cTaHa... Ho Bapyr BocnoMuHaHue o ['aruHe, kak MOnHus,
MEHS 03apurno.

— Y10 MbI Aenaem!.. — BOCKIUKHYI S U CYAOPOXHO OTOABUHYNCA HasaA. — Baw 6par... Beab OH
BCe 3HaeT... OH 3HaeT, 4YTO 5 BUXKYCb C BaMW.

Acs onycTtunacbk Ha CTyn.

— [a, — npogonxan s, BCTaBasi U OTXOAA Ha ApYroi yron komHaTtbl. — Baw 6pat Bce 3HaerT... A
AOMXeH Bbin eMy BCe cka3aTb.

— JomkHbl? — nporoBopuna oHa HeBHATHO. OHa, BUAMMO, HE MOrna eLle nNpuiTn B cebsa n nnoxo
MeHS noHumana.

—[a, na, — NnoBTOPUN A C KAKUM-TO OXXECTOYEHNEM, — U B 3TOM Bbl OOHN BUHOBATbI, Bbl OOHW.
3ayem Bbl camu Bblganu Bawy TaviHy? KTo 3acTaBnsn Bac Bce Bbicka3aTb Bawwemy 6paty? OH



cerogHs 6bin caM y MeHs 1 nepegan MHe Ball pa3roBop C HUM. — A cTaparncs He rnsaeTb Ha Acto
n xogun 6onblWMMK WIAramMmm No KOMHaTe. — Tenepb BCe nNponaro, Bce, BCe.

Acs nogHanack 6bIno co cTyna.

— OcTaHbTecCh, — BOCKINUKHYN S, — OCTaHbTECh, NPoLUY Bac. Bbl uMeeTe Aeno ¢ YeCTHbIM
4YenoBEKOM — a, C YEeCTHbIM YenosekoM. Ho, pagu 6ora, 4To B3BoNHOBano Bac? Pa3sse Bbl
3amMeTunn BO MHe Kakyto nepemeHy? A g He Mor cKpblBaTbCs nepen Bawmm 6paTtom, korga oH
npuviLLEer CErogHs KO MHe.

«YT0 4 Takoe roBopto?» — gyman 4 npo cebs, n MbICnb, YTO A 6€3HPABCTBEHHbIN OOMAHLLKK, YTO
["arvH 3HaeT o Hallem CBuAaHuM, YTO BCe UCKaXeHO, OBHapyXeHo, — Tak U 3BEHena y MeHs B
ronose.

— # He 3Bana 6pata, — nocnblWwancsa UcnyraHHbIn WwWenoTt Acu, — OH NpuLlen cam.

— [MocmoTpuTe Xe, YTO Bbl Hagenanu, — npogornkan s. — Tenepb Bbl XOTUTE yexaTb...

— [a, a pomkHa yexatb, — TaK e TUXO NPOroBopwuna oHa, — 4 U nonpocura eBac coja ans 1oro
TONbKO, YTOObI MPOCTUTLCS C BaMW.

— W Bbl gymaeTe, — Bo3pa3un 4, — MHe ByaeT nerko ¢ BaMmu pacctaTbes?

— Ho 3a4yem xe Bbl ckazanu 6paTy? — ¢ HegoymeHuem nosTopuna Acs.

— #1 Bam roBopto — 9 He MOr NoCTynuUTb nHave. Ecnn 6 Bbl camn He Bblganu cebs. ..

— A 3anepnacbk B Moeln KOMHaTe, — BO3pa3ura oHa NpoCToAyLLHO, — S He 3Hana, 4YTo Yy MOeWn
XO35MKM ObIN APYrOn KIHou. ..

OTO HEBUHHOE N3BMHEHUE, B €€ YCTaX, B TaKyl0 MUHYTY — MEHS Torga 4yTb He paccepauro... a
Tenepb 9 6€3 ymMuneHnsa He Mory ero BCNoMHUTbL. begHoe, YecTHoe, nckpeHHee auTs!

— W BOT Tenepb BCe KOHYeHO! — Hayan s cHoBa. — Bce. Tenepb Ham OOMKHO paccTaTtbes. — A
YKpaaKon B3rnsHyn Ha Acto... nuuo ee 6bICTpo KpacHeno. Ein, 4 310 YyBCTBOBAs, U CThIAHO
CTaHOBUIIOCb 1 CTPALLHO. A cam xo4ur 1 roBopun, Kak B nuxopagke. — Bol He ganu passutbes
YyBCTBY, KOTOPOE Ha4ynHano co3pesartb, Bbl CaMn pa3opBany Hally CBSA3b, Bbl HE UMENN KO MHe
A0BepUs, Bbl YCOMHUITUCb BO MHE. ..

MNMoka s roBopun, Acsa Bce 6onblue u 6onblue HaknoHanach Bnepea — v BApYyr ynana Ha KomneHwu,
ypOHUna rofioBy Ha pyku 1 3apblgana. A nogbexan K Hei, NbiTanca nogHATb ee, HO OHa MHE He
AaBanacb. f He BbIHOLLY XEHCKUX Crnes: Npu BUae ux s Tepsatch ToTyac.

— AHHa HukonaeBHa, Acs, — TBepaun 4, — noxanymncra, ymonsio Bac, pagn 6ora, nepecraHbTe... —
£l cHoBa B34r1 ee 3a pyKy...

Ho, k Benuuanwemy moemy U3ymreHuno, oHa BAPYr BCkovumna — ¢ BbICTpoTO MonHumn 6pocmnnack
K ABEpPU 1 ucyesna...

Korga Heckornbko MUHYT crycTsa dopay Jlynse Bowuna B KOMHaATY — S BCe eLle CTos Ha camou
cepeavHe ee, YXX TOYHO Kak rpOMOM NOopaXXeHHbIN. H He NoHMMar, Kak MOrfo 37O CBUAAHWe Tak
BbICTPO, TaK rMyno KOHYUTBLCH — KOHYMTBLCS, KOrga s U COTON AO0MNW He cKasan Toro, YTo XoTen, YTo
AOMXKeH BbIn ckasaTb, Korga s elle cam He 3Har, YeM OHO MOrf0 pa3peLUnTbCS. ..

— ®pennenH ywna? — cnpocuna meHsa cgpay Jlynse, npunogHaB CBOM XenTble 6poBn 4O caMon
HaKnagku.

£ nocmoTpern Ha Hee Kak Aypak — W BblLLEN BOH.



XVII

A BbIbpanca ns ropoaa un nyctuncs npamo B none. [locaga, gocaga 6eweHas meHs rpoi3na. A
ocbinan cebs ykopuaHamu. Kak s Mor He NOHSATb NPUYMHY, 3aCTaBMBLLYIO ACIO NEepeMEHUTb MECTO
Hallero CBMAAHWUSA, Kak He OLLeHUTb, Yero en CTOUNMO NPUNTKU K 3TOWN CTapyxe, Kak A He yaepxan ee!
HaeawvHe ¢ Hel B TOW rnyxoin, eqBa OCBELLEHHON KOMHATe y MEeHS [OCTarno Cunbl, AocTano gyxa —
OTTONKHYTb €€ OT cebs, Aaxe ynpekaTb ee... A Tenepb ee o6pa3 MeHst npecneaoBarn, S NPocun y
HeWn NpoLeHns; BOCNOMUHaHNSa 06 aTom 6rneaHom nuue, 06 3TUX BRaXHbIX U poOKUX rnasax, o
pas3BUTLIX BOSIOCAX Ha HaKMOHEHHOW LLee, O NIerkoM NMPUKOCHOBEHUWN ee ronoBbl K MOEW rpyan —
Xrnn meHs. «Bawa...» — cnblwancs MHe ee WwenoT. «4 NOCTynui No COBECTM», — yBepsn s cebs...
Henpaeaa! PasBe 9 TO4HO xoTen Takoun pas3BA3kn? PasBe s1 B COCTOAHUM C HEW pacCTaTbca?
PasBe a mory nuwutbesa ee? «besymel! 6esymen!» — noBTOpsAn s ¢ 03n106NeHneM. ..

Mexay Tem HOYb HacTynana. bonbwmn Wwaramu Hanpaeumnicsa S K gomy, rae xuna Acs.
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["arvH BbIWEN KO MHE HaBCTpeYy.

— Bupenu Bbl cecTpy? — 3akpu4dan OH MHe eLle nsgarnm.

— Pa3Be ee HeT goma? — cripocun .

— Her.

— OHa He BO3BpaLanacb?

— Hert. A BuHOBaT, — npogosmkan [MaruH, — He Mor yTepneTb: NPOTUB HaLLEro yroeBopa, Xoamn K
YacoBHe; TaM ee He Obino; ctano 6biTb, OHa He npuxoanna?

— OHa He 6bina y YacoBHM.

— W BbI ee He Buagenun?

A pomkeH ObIn co3HaTbCS, YTO 5 ee Buaen.

- lne?

- Y bpay Jlynse. A paccranca c Hein Yac Tomy Hasag, — npubasun s, — s ObIN YBEPEH, YTO OHa
AOMOW BEpHYNach.

— MNMopoxaem, — ckasan NarunH.

Mb! BoLNM B AOM 1 cenu Apyr noane apyra. Mel monyanu. Ham o4eHb HenoBko 6610 o6omm. Mbl
GecnpecTaHHO ornsabiBanncb, NoOCMaTpuBanu Ha ABepb, Npucnywmneanncb. HakoHey, MaruH
BCTarn.

— OTO HU Ha YTO HEe NOXOXe! — BOCKINNKHYIT OH, — Y MeHA cepaue He Ha mecTe. OHa MeHs yMopwuT,
en-6ory... nongemTe uckaTb ee.

Mbl BbILLK. Ha gBOpe yXe COBCEM CTEMHENO.

— O yem xe Bbl C Her roBopunu? — cnpocun MmeHs [rarvH, Hageuras Lnsny Ha rnasa.

— A BMAEncs ¢ Hen BCEro MUHYT NATb, — OTBEYan s, — 9 rOBOPUN C HEWN, Kak BbIno yCNOBMEHO.

— 3HaeTe Nu YTO? — BO3pasus OH, — Ny4Lle HamMm Pas3oUTUCh; 3TAK Mbl CKOpee Ha Hee HaTKHYTbCA
mMoxeM. Bo Bcsikom cnyyae, npuxoguTe crofa yepes vac.



XIX

£l NpoOBOPHO cnNyCTUICs € BUHOrpagHuka n 6pocuncs B ropod. beicTpo obolien g Bce ynuubl,
3arnsHyn Bcloay, Aaxe B okHa dpay Jlyuse, BepHyncs k PerHy u nobexan no 6epery... Mspegka
nonaganucb MHe XeHckune urypbl, HO Acu HUrge He 6bIno BUAHO. YXXe He gocaga MeHs

rpbi3na, — TanHblA CTpax Tep3an MeHs, U He OAMH CTpax A YyBCTBOBAI... HET, A YyBCTBOBAr
packasiHne, coxaneHue camoe Xryvee, nioboBb — aa! camyto HeXxHyo noboBb. A noman pyku, 4
3Ban Acto nocpeav HaaBuUrasLIENCA HOYHOW TbMbI, CNiepBa Brosrosnioca, NoTom Bce rpomMye u
rpomuye; s MOBTOPSAN CTO pas, YTo A ee Nbto, A KNANCA HAKOrga ¢ Hel He paccTaBaThCs; s Obl
Aan Bce Ha cBeTe, YTOoObI OnATh AepXKaTb ee XONOAHY PYKY, ONATb CribilaTh ee TUXWUIA ronoc,
onAaATb BUAETb ee nepepq coboto... OHa Obina Tak 6nmn3ka, oHa npuwina KO MHe C NOfHOM
PEeLLUMMOCTbIO, B NMOSTHOW HEBMHHOCTM CepALua 1 YyBCTB, OHa NPUHECNa MHE CBOK HETPOHYTYHO
MONOAOCTb... U 1 HE MpWKan ee K CBoewn rpyan, s nuwun cebs bnaxeHcTBa yBuaaTtb, Kak ee
MUnoe nNuuo pacuseno 6bl pagoCcTbio Y TULIMHOK BOCTOPra... ATa MbICflb MEHSA C ymMa CBOAMNA.
«Kyga morna oHa nowtu, 4To OHa ¢ coboto caenana?» — Bocknuuan s B Tocke 6eccunbHoro
oTyasiHus... Yto-To 6enoe MenbkHyno BApyr Ha camom 6epery peku. A 3Han 3To0 MecTo; Tam, Haf
MOrUIon YenoBeKka, yTOHYBLUEro NeT ceMbAecsT TOMY Hasag, CTOAN 40 NOMOBMHbLI BPOCLLUA B
3eMJ10 KAMEHHbIN KPeCT C CTapuHHON Hagnucebto. Cepaue Bo MHe 3amepno... A nogbexan kK
KpecTy: 6enas curypa ucyesna. A kpukHyn: «Aca!» Juknii ronoc MoK ucnyran MeHs camoro — HO
HWKTO He oTo3Barcs...

A pewmnca NovWTK y3Hatb, He Hawern nv ee [aruH.



XX

BbicTpo B36Mpascb Mo TPONUHKE BUHOrpagHuKa, 9 yBuaen ceeT B KoMHate Acu... 3TO MeHs
HECKOJIbKO YCNOKOUIO.

A nogowen k goMy; ABepb BHU3Y Obina 3anepTa, s noctyyancs. HeocselleHHOe OKOLLKO B
HWXHEM 3TaXke OCTOPOXHO OTBOPUITIOCH, 1 NOKasanach ronosa [raruHa.

— Hawnn? — cnpocun 4 ero.

— OHa BepHynacb, — oTBeYan oH MHe LLIernoTOM, — OHa B CBOEW KOMHaTe 1 pasgeBaeTcs. Bce B
nopsgke.

— CnaBa 6ory! — BOCKNMKHYN 9 C Hecka3aHHbIM MOPbLIBOM pagocTu, — cnaea bory! Tenepb Bce
npekpacHo. Ho Bbl 3HaeTe, Mbl A0SKHbI eLLe NeperoBopuThb.

— B gpyroe Bpemsi, — BO3pasun oH, TUXO NOTSHYB Kk cebe pamy, — B pyroe Bpems, a Tenepb
npowlanTe.

— [o 3aBTpa, — npomoneun s, — 3aBTpa Bce ByaeT peLleHo.

— MNpowanTte, — nosTopun NarnH. OKHO 3aTBOPUIIOCH.

A 4yyTb 6bINO HE NOCTyYan B OKHO. A XOTen Toraa e ckasatb [aruHy, 4To 9 NpoLly pyku ero
cecTpbl. Ho Takoe cBaTaHbe B Takyto nopy... «[lo 3aBTpa, — nogyman s, — 3aBTpa s 6yay
CcYacTnuB...»

3aBTpa A 6yay cyactnus! Y cyacTbs HET 3aBTPALUHErO OHS; Y HEFO HET 1 BYEPALLHErO; OHO He
NMOMHWUT NpolleLlero, He AyMmaeT o Byayuiem; y HEro ecTb HacTosiLee — U TO He eHb — a
MrHOBEHbE.

£ He nomHIo, Kak gowen A 0o 3. He HOrM MeHsa Hecnn, He Nofka MeHsa Besna: MeHsi NogHnManu
KaKkne-TO LUMPOKME, CUNbHbIE KPbIfbs. A npoLuen MUMO KycTa, rae nen conoBemn, 9 OCTaHOBUIICA U
AONro criywan: MHe Ka3anocb, OH nen Mot noboBb U MOe cHaCTbe.



XXI

Korga, Ha gpyron feHb yTpoMm, s cTan nogxoguTb K 3HAKOMOMY JOMUKY, MEHSA Nopasnsio OgHo
06CTOATENLCTBO: BCE OKHA B HEM ObINM pacTBOPEHbI, U ABEPL TOXE Oblfia packpbITa; Kakne-To
Bymakkm Bansnucb nepen noporom; Cny)KaHka ¢ MeTnion nokasanach 3a 4Bepblo.

A npnbnuaunncs K Hen...

— Yexanu! — 6psikHyna oHa, npexage 4Yem  ycnen cnpocutb ee: goma nu FarnH?

— Yexanu?.. — nostopun 1. — Kak yexanu? Kyaa?

— Yexanu cerogHs yTpom, B LWECTb YacoB, U He cka3anu Kyaa. [ocTounTe, Bedb Bbl, KaXeTcs,
rocnoauH H.?

— A rocnoguH H.

— K Bam ecTb NMCcbMO y X03amnkn. — CnyxaHka noLura HaBepx 1 BepHynach ¢ nucbmom. — Bot-c,
N3BONbTE.

— [1a He MOXeT ObITb... Kak e 310 Tak?.. — Ha4yan ObIno 1.

CnyxaHka Tyno nocMoTpera Ha MeHs U NPUHANacb MecTu.

A passepHyn nucbmo. Ko mHe nucan MarmH; ot Acu He Bb1no HU cTpoykn. OH Havan ¢ Toro, YTo
NpoCuUn He CepaMTbCA Ha HEro 3a BHe3anHbli 0Tbe3; OH Obin yBEPEH, YTO, MO 3penioM
coobpaxeHuu, 9 ogobpto ero pelwleHne. OH He Haxoaun ApPYyroro BbIXxo4a U3 NOMOXeHUs, KOTopoe
MOrfO caenaTbCa 3aTpyaHUTENbHBLIM M OnacHbIM. «Byepa Beyepom, — nmucan oH, — noka Mbl 06a
Monya oxuganu Acto, 9 ybeguncs okoH4aTenbHo B HE06XoaumMocTn pasnyku. EcTb
npegpaccynku, Kotopble S yBaxato; 9 MOHUMal0, YTO BaM Henb3s XeHnTbes Ha Ace. OHa MHe Bce
ckasana; ns ee CnoKoMCTBUS S OMKEH Obln yCTYyNUTb €€ NOBTOPEHHbLIM, YCUINEHHBbIM Npocbbamy.
B KOHUEe nnucbMa OH U3bABNAN coXaneHne 0 TOM, YTO Halle 3HaKOMCTBO TaK CKOPO MPeKpaTunoch,
Xenarn MHe cYacTbsl, APYXXECKU XKan MHEe PYKY U YMOISN MeHSA He cTapaTbCA UX OTbICKMBATb.
«Kakne npegpaccyakm? — Bckpuyan s, kak 6yato OH MOr MeHs crnbllwaTb, — 4To 3a B3gop! KTo gan
npaBo NOXMUTUTb €€ y MeHs...» 5 cxBaTun cebsa 3a ronosy...

CnyxaHka Hayana rpoMKO KnukaTb XO35WKY: ee UCMNyr 3acTaBun MeHs npuintu B ceba. OgHa
MbICIb BO MHE 3aropenacb: CbICKaTb UX, CbICKaTb BO YTO Obl TO HM cTano. MNpuHATbL 3TOT yaap,
NPUMUPUTBECA C TAKOK Pa3BA3KON ObINIO HEBO3MOXHO. S y3Han OT XO35MKN, YTO OHU B LLIECTb
4yacoB yTpa cenn Ha Napoxod 1 NonnbIY BHU3 No PerHy. A oTnpaBuncs B KOHTOPY: TaM MHe
ckasanu, 4To OHU B3aNn 6unetbl Ao KénbHa. A nowwen gomon ¢ TeM, YTobbl TOTHAC YNOXUTLCA U
nonnbITh BCnes 3a HuMu. Mue npuwinock natm mmmo goma dpay Jlyuse... Bapyr s cnbiwy: MeHs
KNU4YeT KTO-TO. A NOAHAN rofioBy 1 yBuAan B OKHe TOM CaMOW KOMHaTbI, rae S HakaHyHe Buaencs
¢ Acen, BaoBy 6ypromuctpa. OHa ynbibanacb cBoen NpoTUBHON YnbiOKOW 1 3Bana MeHs. A
OTBEpPHYICA U NpoLuen Oblfio MMMO; HO OHa MHE KPUKHYyNa Bcrnen, YTo y Hel eCTb YTO-TO AN
MeHs. OTU CnoBa MeHsi OCTaHOBWUNU, U S BoLlen B ee AoM. Kak nepegatb MO YyBCTBa, Koraa s
yBuaarn onsTb 9Ty KOMHATKY...

— Mo-HacTosAwemy, — Hayana ctapyxa, NokasblBag MHE ManeHbKyo 3anucky, — 4 6bl gormkHa bbina
AaTb BaMm 3TO TOMbKO B Cryyae, ecnu 6 Bbl 3aLUnN KO MHE CaMu, HO Bbl TakOn NPEKPACHbIN
Monoaou yernosek. Bosbmute.

£ B3sn 3anucky.

Ha kpolweyHom knoyke Bymaru cTosnum cnegytowme cnosa, TOponnMBO HayepyeHHbIe
KapaHOaLloMm:



«MMpowante, Mbl He yBuanMcs bonee. He n3 ropgocTu g yesxato — HET, MHE HEMNb3s NHaYe.
Buepa, korga s nnakana nepeg Bamu, ecnv 6 Bbl MHE CKa3anu O4HO CfoBO, O4HO TOMbKO COBO —
s 6bl ocTanack. Bbl ero He ckaszanu. BugHo, Tak nyywe... Npowante HaBcerga!»

OpHo cnogo... O, g 6e3ymey! 3TO CNOBO... A1 CO crie3amm NOBTOPSAN €0 HaKaHyHe, 1 pacToyan
ero Ha BeTep, 9 TBepAnn ero cpeam nycTbiX MNOMEn... HO A He cka3an ero en, S He ckasan e, 4YTo
s mobnio ee... [1a 9 n He MOr NPOU3HECTU Toraa 3To croBo. Korga s BCTPETUICS C HEN B TOWN
POKOBOW KOMHaTe, BO MHE eLe He Bblflo ACHOro CO3HaHUA Moen NobBK; OHO HE NPOCHYIOCH Aaxe
Toraa, korga s cuaen ¢ ee 6patom B 6€CCMbICIIEHHOM U TATOCTHOM MOSMYaHUK. .. OHO BCMbIXHYSO C
Heyaep>XMMOW CUMOWN NULLb HECKOSTbKO MIHOBEHUIM CNYCTH, KOraa, UcnyraHHbI BO3MOXHOCTbHO
Hec4acTbs, 1 CTan UCKaTb U 3BaTb €€... HO YK Toraa 6b1no no3aHo. «[da 3To HEBO3MOXHO!» —
CKa)yT MHe; He 3Hat0, BO3MOXHO NN 3TO, — 3HAt0, YTO 3TO NpaBaa. Acsa 6bl He yexana, ecnv 6 B
Hen Bblna XO0Tb TEHb KOKETCTBA U ecnun 6 ee nonoxeHne He 6bino NoxHo. OHa He Morna BbIHECTU
TOro, YTO BCAKasa Apyrasi cHecna 6bl: 1 3TOro He NoHAN. HegobpbIi MO reHnin OCTaHOBUN
NpU3HaHWe Ha ycTax MouX Npu nocnegHem cengaHum ¢ arvHeiM nepeg noTeMHEBLUMM OKHOM, U
nocrnegHAsa HUTb, 3a KOTOPYHO S eLle MOr YXBaTUTbCS, — BbICKOMb3HYNa U3 PyK MOUX.

B TOT ke AeHb BEPHYICS S C YNOXEeHHbIM YyeMogaHoM B ropof, J1. u nonnbin B KEnbH. MNoMH1o,
napoxoj yxe oT4yanusan, U 1 MbICIIEHHO NPoLancs ¢ 3TUMK ynuuamu, co BCeMy 3TUMN MecTamu,
KOTOpbIe A y>Ke HUKOraa He JosmkeH Obin no3abbiTb, — A yBuaen MaHxeH. OHa cugena Bosne
Gepera Ha ckambe. J1uLo ee 6bino 6rnegHo, HO He FPYCTHO; MOMOAOW KpacuBbIN NApeHb CTOAN C
HeW psiAoOM 1, CMesiCb, pacckasblBarn e YTo-TO; a Ha Apyron ctopoHe PenHa marneHbkasi Mos
MaZlOHHa BCe TaK e rnevyarnbHO BbIrfnsabliBarna n3 TEMHOW 3eMeHN CTaporo ACeHs.



XXII

B KénbHe s Hanan Ha cnep NarvHblx; 9 y3Har, 4To oHM noexanu B JIOHOOoH; 8 nycTurnca Bcnea 3a
HUMW; HO B JIOHOOHE BCE MOM PO3bICKM OCTaNUCh TLWETHLIMU. A 4OMro HE XOTEeN CMUPUTBLCS,
AONro ynopcTBoBan, HO S AOMKeH Obln 0TKa3aTbCsl, HAKOHEL, OT HagaeXabl HACTUrHYTb UX.

W 5 He yBugen nx 6onee — a He yBnaen Acu. TemMHble Cnyxu AOXOAWUAM A0 MEHHA O HEM, HO OHa
HaBcerga Ans MeHs ucyeana. A gaxe He 3Hato, XuBa nv oHa. OgHaxabl, HECKOMbKO feT cnycTs, A
MENbKOM yBuaan 3a rpaHuLein, B BaroHe Xene3Hon JOPOoru, XKXEHLMHY, MU0 KOTOPOW XMBO
HaNOMHWNO MHe He3abBeHHbIE YepPThbl... HO 5, BEPOATHO, Obly 0GMaHyT CryYyarHbIM CXOACTBOM.
Acs ocTanacb B MOeW NaMATU TOM CamMoi JEBOYKON, KaKOK S 3HaBar ee B Ny4LUyt nopy Moeu
XWN3HW, KaKoto 1 ee BUAen B NocnefHui pas, HaknoOHEHHOW Ha CMUHKY HU3KOro AepeBAHHOMO
cTyna.

Bnpouem, s OmKeH CO3HATLCS, YTO 9 HE CAMULLIKOM AOMr0 rPyCTUA MO HER: A AaXe Hallen, YTo
cyabba xopoLo pacnopsiamnack, He COeaNHNB MeHst ¢ Aceit; A yTelancsa MbICINIO, YTO 4,
BEPOSTHO, He Bbin BGbl CHACTNMB C TakoK xeHou. A 6bin Toraa monog — n Gyayulee, 3T0 KOPOTKOE,
ObicTpoe GyayLlee, kazanocb MHe 6ecnpegenbHbiM. Passe He MOXET NOBTOPUTLCSA TO, YTO ObIno,
ayman s, 1 elle nydule, ewle npekpacHee?.. S 3HaBan Apyrux XeHLmH, — HO YyBCTBO,
BO30y>xaeHHOe BO MHe Acel, TO Xryyee, HexXHoe, rnybokoe 4yBCTBO, y>ke He noBTopunock. Het!
HW OOHW rnasa He 3aMeHUNN MHe TeX, Koraa-To ¢ NoboBMI0 YCTPEMIEHHbIX HA MEHS a3, HX Ha
ybe cepaue, NpunasLLee K Moen rpyau, He oTBeYarno Moe cepaue TakuMm pagoCTHbIM U cnagkum
3amupanumeM! OcyXaeHHbli Ha ogMHOYecTBO 6eccemenHoro 606bIN4a, AOXKUBAKO 51 CKYYHbIE roApbl,
HO S XpaHIo, KaK CBATbIHIO, €€ 3anMCOYKM 1 BbICOXLUMIA LIBETOK repaHnymMa, TOT CaMblii LiBETOK,
KOTOpbIN OHa Hekoraa 6pocuna mHe n3 okHa. OH 4o cux nop uagaet cnabblili 3anax, a pyka, MHe
AaBLlas ero, Ta pyka, KOTOPYH MHE TONbKO pa3 NPULLIOCh NpmxaTb K rybam MouMm, 6bITb MOXET,
AaBHO yXe TneeT B Morune... 1 4 cam — 410 ctanocb co MHOK? YTO OCTanocb OT MEHs, OT TeX
OnaxeHHbIX N TPEBOXHbBIX AHEN, OT TEX KpbINaTbIX HAOEXA U CTpeMneHnin? Tak nerkoe ncnapeHue
HUYTOXXHOMW TPaBKU NepexmnBaeT BCe pafoCTU U BCE rOpPeCcTn YernoBeKka — NnepexmBaeT camoro
yeroBeka.



