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— Yo, lMeTp, He BnaaTh ewe? — cnpawman 20 mas 1859 roga, Bbixoasa 6e3 wankm Ha HU3Koe
KpbIfIEYKO MOCTOANOro ABopa Ha *** wocce, 6apuH nNeT copoka ¢ HebonbLNM, B 3arbINIEHHOM
NanbTO U KNeT4yaTbIX NaHTanoHax, y CBOero cnyru, Mosogoro v LWwekacToro Manoro ¢ 6enosatbim
nyxoMm Ha noabopoake 1 ManeHbKUMU TYCKIbIMU FNaseHKaMu.

Cnyra, B KOTOPOM BCe: 1 BMPI030Bas cepexka B yxe, U HanOMaXeHHble pa3HOLBETHbIE BONOCHI, U
y4YTUBbIE TENOABWXKEHWS, CITOBOM, BCE M306114ano YenoBeka HOBENLLETO,
yCOBEPLLUEHCTBOBAHHOIO MOKOMNEHNS, MOCMOTPEN CHUCXOAUTENBHO BAOMb JOPOrY U OTBETCTBOBAN:
«Hwukak HeT-c, He BUAaTby.

— He Bugatb? — nosTopun 6apuH.

— He Bnpatb, — BTOPMYHO OTBETCTBOBAI Criyra.

BapuH B300OXxHYN 1 npucen Ha ckameeyky. [103HakoMUM C HUM YuTaTens, Noka OH CUAWT,
NnoAorHyBLUM nog ceba HOXKM 1M 3aQyMUMBO NOrNAAbIBast KPYrom.
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Cnyra, U3 4yBCTBa NpUnMYns, a MoxeT BbiTb, U He Xenas octaTbes nog 6apckum rnasom, 3awlen
nog BopoTa 1 3akypun Tpyoky. Hukonawn NMNeTpoBuY NOHMK ronoBoM 1 Hayan rmsgeTb Ha BETXme
CTYNEHbLKM Kpblfieyka: KpYrnHbIA NeCTPbIN LbINIEHOK CTENEHHO pacxaxunsan no HUM, KPerko cTyya
CBOMMMW BOMBLUMMU XENTbIMW HOraMu; 3anadykaHHas Kollka HeapyXentbHo nocmaTpvBana Ha
Hero, XXemaHHO NpPUKOPHYB Ha nepwuna. ComnHue Nekno; n3 nonyTeMHbIX CEHEN NOCTOANONo
ABOpUKA HECNO 3anaxoM Tennoro pxxaHoro xneba. 3ameutanca Haw Hukonan MNMetpoBuy. «CbiH...
kaHauaarT... Apkawa...» — 6ecrnpectaHHO BEPTENOCh Yy HEro B rofioBe; OH NbITancs AymMmaTtb O YeM-
HMOYAb OPYroM, U ONSATb BO3BpALLANUCh T Xe MbICnn. BcnomHunack emMy NoKomMHuLa-XeHa. ..
«He poxpganacb!» — WenHyn OH YHbINO... TONCTLIA CU3bIK rofnybb NpuneTen Ha Jopory u
NnocrneLwHo OTNpaBuIica NUTb B NyxuLy Bo3ne konodua. Hukonawn MNMeTtpoBud ctan rnageTb Ha
Hero, a yxo ero y>e NoBUIo CTYK NpUBnmKaoLmxcs Konec. ..

— Hukak, oHn efyT-c, — 4ONOXMWN Criyra, BblHbIPHYB U3-M0o4 BOPOT.

Hwukonai MNeTpoBu4d BCKOoYMn 1 ycTpemMun rrasa Baosb goporu. [Nokasancsa TapaHTac,
3anpsKeHHbIM TPONKOW AMCKUX NoLlafen; B TapaHTace MerbKHYIT OKONMbILW CTYAEHTCKON PypaKu,
3HaKOMBbI OYEpPK JOPOroro nuua. ..

— Apkawa! Apkawwa! — 3akpuyan KupcaHos, n nobexan, n saamaxan pykamu... Heckonbko
MFHOBEHWI CNyCTH ero rybbl yxxe NnpunbHynNu kK 6e36opoaon, 3anbieHHOW 1 3aropernon Leke
MOJIOA0ro KaHguaara.
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— [an xe oTpsAXHYTbCA, Nanawua, — FOBOPUI HECKOJTbKO CUMIbIM OT JOPOrn, HO 3BOHKUM
IOHOLLIECKMM rofilocom Apkaguii, BeCcerno oTBeYvasi Ha OTLOBCKME nacku, — a4 Tebsi Bcero 3anadkato.
— Hwnyuero, Huyero, — TBepaun, ymuneHHo ynoibasce, Hukonawn NMeTpoBud 1 pasa asa yaapun
PYKOI MO BOPOTHWUKY CbIHOBHEN LUMHENN 1 NO COBCTBEHHOMY NanbTo. — MNMokaxu-ka cebs, nokaxu-
Ka, — npnbaBmn OH, OTOABUrasCb, M TOTYAC Xe NnoLen TOPONAMBbLIMM LLaramu K NOCTOSIoMY
ABopy, npuroBapueas: «BoT ctoga, ctoga, ga nowagen nockopee.

Hukonan NeTpoBnY Kasanca ropasgo BCTPEBOXEHHEE CBOErO CblHA; OH CMIOBHO NOTEPSncs
HEMHOro, CroBHO poben. Apkaauin oCTaHOBWA €ro.

— Manawa, — cka3an oH, — N03BOMb NO3HAKOMUTL TeBA ¢ MoMM Ao6pbIM NpusTenem, baszaposbiv,
0 KoTopom 4 Tebe Tak YacTto nucan. OH Tak nobeseH, YTo cornacuncst NOrocTUTb y Hac.

Hukonan MeTpoBuny 6bICTPO 06epHYnca U, NOAOWAS K YENOBEKY BbICOKOro pocTa, B ANIMHHOM
GanaxoHe C KUCTAMMU, TOSbKO YTO BbINIE3LEMY U3 TapaHTaca, Kpenko CTUCHYI ero O6HaXXeHHY0
KpacHYy pyKy, KOTOPYIO TOT He cpasy emy nogan.

— dyweBHo paa, — Ha4an oH, — 1 6narogapeH 3a 4obpoe HamepeHne NOCETUTb HAC; HAAEHOChb. ..
No3BOSbTE y3HaTb Balle UMS U OTYECTBO?

— EBreHuit Bacunbes, — otBevan basapoB neHuBbIM, HO MyXXECTBEHHbIM rOfloCOM 1, OTBEPHYB
BOPOTHWK GanaxoHa, nokasan Hukonato NeTposudy BCce cBoe nunuo. [AnvHHOE 1 Xygoe, C LWMPOKUM
nbéom, KBepxy NAOCKNM, KHU3Y 3a0CTPEHHBIM HOCOM, BONbLUMMK 3eNeHOBaTbIMK rnasamm u
BucA4YMMN 6akeHbapaamMmmn NeCOYHOro LBETY, OHO OXMBAANOCH CMOKOMHOM YNblOKOW 1 Bblpaxano
CaMOYBEPEHHOCTb N YM.

— Hapgetocb, nobesHenwnin EBreHnin Bacunbuny, 4To Bbl HE COCKYYMTECH Y Hac, — npogoskan
Hwukonai MeTposuy.

ToHkume rybbl bazapoBa 4yTb TPOHYUCL; HO OH HUYETO HE OTBEeYan 1 TONbKO NPUNOAHSN
dypaxky. Ero TeMmHo-6enokypble BONOCbI, ANMMHHBIE U FYCTble, HE CKPbIBaNu KPynHbIX
BbIMYKNOCTEN MPOCTOPHOro Yepena.

— Tak Kak e, Apkagui, — 3arosopun onate Hukonaw MNeTtposuy, o6opaynBasachk K CbiHy, — cendac
3akrnagbliBatb fowagen, Yto nn? Minu Bbl OTOOXHYTb XOTUTE?

— [loma oTooxHeM, nanawla; Benv 3aknagbiBathb.

— Cenvac, ceivac, — nogxsatun otel. — A, lNeTp, cnbiwnwb? Pacnopsiancs, 6paTtel, noxuneee.
MeTp, KOTOpbI B KA4YECTBE YCOBEPLUEHCTBOBAHHOIO CAYrn He NoAdoLwen K pyyke 6apuya, a TonbKo
n3gann NOKNOHUCH eMy, CHOBa CKPbINICH No4 BOPOTaMM.

— £ 3a4ecb € KONSAICKOW, HO U ANns TBOEro TapaHTaca ecTb TPoWKa, — XNonoTnneo rosopun Hukonawm
[MeTpoBunY, Mexay TeM Kak Apkaauin nui Boay U3 XXenes3Horo KOBLUMKA, MPUHECEHHOIO XO3ANKON
nocToAnoro Asopa, a basapos 3akypun TpybKy 1 nogowen K AMLWUKy, oTnpsaraslemMy nowagen, —
TOMNbKO KOSSICKa ABYXMECTHas!, U BOT S HE 3Hal0, KaK TBOW NpUATErb. ..

— OH B TapaHTace noeget, — nepedbun snonronoca Apkagui. — Tbl C HUM, NOXanyncTa, He
yepeMoHbcs. OH YyyaecHbIM Manbli, Takon NPOCTON — Tbl YBUAULLb.

Kyuyep Hukonas lNeTpoBuya BbIBEN Nowagen.

— Hy, noBopauuBaricq, Tonctobopogpin! — obpatuncs basapos K AMLYUKY.

— Cnbiwb, MuTioxa, — nogxesaTun gpyron, TyT Xe CTOSABLUNA AMLUMK C pyKamMu, 3aCyHYTbIMU B
3agHue npopexu Tynyna, — 6apuH-to Tebsa kak npo3san? Tonctobopoabii U eCcTb.



MwuTioxa TOMNbKO LLANKoON TPAXHYN U NOTaLLM BOXKN C MOTHOM KOPEHHON.

— YXuBel, xuBen, pebata, nogcobnante, — BOCKNnkHyn Hukonai MNeTtposuny, — Ha Boaky Gyaert!
B Heckonbko MUHYT nowagmn 6binun 3anoXeHbl; OTel, C CbIHOM NMOMECTUNUCE B Konsicke; [eTp
B30Opancs Ha ko3nbl; bazapoB BCKOYM B TapaHTac, YTKHYNCA rOfI0BOM B KOXaHYH NOAYLUKY — U
oba akuMnaxka nokaTunu.



— Tak BOT KakK, HaKOHeLl, Tbl KaHauAaT U AoOMOW npuexan, — rosopun Hukonawm MNeTtpoBuny,
noTpormeas Apkagmsa To No nnedy, To no korneHy. — HakoHew!

— A yTo Osaa? 3gopoB? — cnpocun Apkaauin, KOTOPOMY, HECMOTPSA Ha UCKPEHHIOK, MOYTU OETCKYH0
pafoCTb, €ro HanoJSIHABLUYHO, XOTENOCh NOCKOpPee NepeBeCTU pasroBop C HACTPOEHUSA
B3BOJIHOBAHHOrO Ha 0ObIAEHHOE.

— 3p0poB. OH xoTen 6bIno BblexaTb CO MHOM K Tebe HaBCcTpedy, Aa NoYeMy-To pasgymarn.

— A Tbl JONrO MeHs Xaan? — cnpocun Apkagumn.

— [a yacoB oKkono naTu.

— Jo6pbin nanawal

ApKagun XXnBo NOBEPHYICS K OTLY U 3BOHKO nouenosarn ero B weky. Hukonan MNeTpoBuY TMXOHLKO
3acmesrncs.

— Kakyto 51 Tebe cnasHyto nowagp npurotosun! — Hadan oH, — Tl yBUANLWb. VI koMHaTa TBOS
okneeHa obosimu.

— A pns basapoBa kKomHaTa ecTb?

— Hangetca u gnsa Hero.

— MoxanyicTa, nanawa, npunackan ero. A He mory Tebe BblpasuTb, 4O KaKOW CTEMNEHN S JOPOXY
ero Apyxoon.

— Tbl HEAABHO C HAM NO3HAKOMUNCA?

- HepasHo.

— To-To npowwsow 3umon 9 ero He Bugan. OH Yem 3aHMMaeTca?

— naBHbI NpegMeT ero — ecTecTBeHHble Hayku. [1a oH Bce 3HaeT. OH B Byayuiem rogy xo4yet
AepxaTtb Ha JOKTopa.

— Al oH no meguuunHckomy bakynbTeTy, — 3ameTun Hukonan MNMetposuy n nomonyan. — etp, —
npnbaBmn OH M NPOTAHYN PYKY, — 3TO, HAKAK, HALLUW MY>XUKN eayT?

MMeTp rnsHyn B CTOPOHY, KyAa ykasbiBan 6apuH. HeckonbKko Tener, 3anpsbkeHHbIX pa3Hy3gaHHbIMU
nowagbmu, WMBKO KaTUNNCb MO y3KOMY nNpocernky. B kaxgon Tenere cngeno no ogHoOMy, MHOro no
ABa MyXuKa B Tyrynax Hapacnatuky.

— To4Ho Tak-c, — npomonsun lNeTp.

— Kyna 310 OHU ealyT, B ropoA, 4To nn?

— Monaratb Hago, 4To B ropoa. B kabak, — npubasunn OH Npe3puTenbHO U Cnerka HakmnoHUICs K
Kydepy, Kak Obl ccbinasicb Ha Hero. Ho TOT gaxe He nowleBenbHYNCS: 3TO Obln YenoBeK CTaporo
3akarna, He pasgensiBLUMN HOBEULLNX BO33PEHUN.
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— A cBOMMUW HaeMHbIMU paboTHMKaAMK Tbl JOBOMEH?

— [a, — npoueamn ckBo3b 3ybbl Hukonam Metposuy. — NogbueatoT nx, BOT 4To 6eaa; Hy, u
HacTosLero ctapaHus Bce ewe HeTy. Copyto nopTar. MNaxanu, Bnpodem, Hu4ero. Nepemenetcs —
Myka 6yaet. [la pa3se Te65 Tenepb X0351MCTBO 3aHNMaET?

— TeHn HeT y Bac, BOT 4TO rope, — 3ameTun Apkagun, He oTBeYasi Ha NocrnegHui Bonpoc.

[3]

— YT0-TO Ha gayy 6onbHO noxoxe ByaeT... a BNpoveMm, 3TO Bce nycTsku. Kakon 3aTo 3gech
Bo3ayx! Kak cnaBHo naxHeT! [1paBo, MHe KaXeTcs, HArge B MUpe Tak He MaxHeT, Kak B 34eLUHNX



kpasx! [la n HeGo 3aech...

Apkaguin BOpyr OCTaHOBUICS, 6pOCUN KOCBEHHbIN B3rnsg Ha3ag v YMOJIK.

— KoHeu4Ho, — 3ameTunn Hukonai NeTpoBuny, — Thl 30ecb poauncs, Tebe Bce AOMKHO Ka3aTbCa
30€eCb YeM-TO OCOBEHHbIM...

— Hy, nanawa, aTo Bce paBHO, rae 6bl YenoBeK HYU poawnscs.

— OpHako...

— HeT, 9T0 coBepLUeHHO BCe paBHO.

Hukonan MeTpoBny nocmoTpen cboKy Ha CbiHa, U KONsAcKa npoexana ¢ NoNBepCTbl, Npexae Yem
pa3roBop BO30OGHOBUICA MEXAY HAMM.

— He nomHto, nucan nu a tebe, — Hayan Hukonawn NMeTpoBu4, — TBOSI ObiBLUAA HAHOLWKA, EropoBHa,
CKOHYarnaceb.

— Heyxenu? begHaga ctapyxa! A lNpokodbuny xmB?

— XXuB 1 HUCKONBKO HE n3MeHuncs. Bee Tak xxe 6pro3xunt. Boobue Tbl 6onbLUMX NEPEMEH B
MapbuHe He Hargellb.

— NMpukasuuk y Tebs Bce TOT xe?
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OH 3anHyrnca Ha MrHOBEHbE U NPOAOIKan yxe no-paHLy3cKu.

— CTporui mopanucT HangeTt MoK OTKPOBEHHOCTb HEYMECTHOO, HO, BO-MEPBbIX, 3TO CKPbITb
Henb3s, a BO-BTOpbIX, Tebe n3BecTHO, Y MeHs Bceraa 6binm 0CobeHHbIe NPUHLUMBI HAcYeT
OTHOLLIEHMI OTUA K CbiHy. Bnpoyem, Tbl, KOHEYHO, Oyaelb BNpase ocyanTb MeHs. B moun nera...
CnoBowm, 3Ta... 9Ta AeByLUKa, Npo KOTOPYHO Tbl, BEPOATHO, YXXe crblwarn...

— GeHeyka? — pa3Bsa3HO cnpocun Apkagun.

Hwukonai MNeTpoBu4 nokpacHern.

— He Ha3biBay ee, noxanyncra, rpomMko... Hy aa... oHa Tenepb XUBET Y MeHs. H ee nomecTun B
Aome... Tam 6binn aBe HebonbluMe KOMHATKN. Bnpoyem, 3TO BCE MOXHO NEPEMEHUTD.

— lNomunyn, nanawa, 3ayem?

— TBOW npusATens y Hac rocTuTb ByaeT... HEMNOBKO. ..

— Hac4yeTt BasapoBa Tbl, noxanyncta, He 6ecnokorica. OH BbiLLe BCErO 3TOrO.

— Hy, Tbl, HakoHew, — nporosopun Hukonawn MetpoBuy. — dnvrenek-to nnox — Bot 6eaa.

— Momunyi, nanawa, — noaxsatvn Apkagaun, — Tbl Kak 6y4TO M3BUHSAELWbLCS; Kak Tebe He COBECTHO.
— KoHe4yHOo, MHe JOmKHO ObiTb COBECTHO, — oTBe4Yan Hukonai NeTtposuy, Bce 6onee n 6onee
KpacHes.

— MNMonHo, nanawa, NonHo, caenan ogomxkeHue! — Apkaaui nackoBo yrnblbHyNcs. «B yem
n3BmHaeTCca!» — nogyman oH nNpo cebs, n YyBCTBO CHUCXOAUTENBbHON HEXHOCTU K 0BpoMy 1
MSIrKOMY OTLY, CMeLLUaHHOE C OLLyLIeHNeM Kakoro-To TauHOro NpeBOCXOACTBa, HarMosmHWUIO ero
ayuwy. — [NepecTtaHb, Noxanyncra, — NOBTOPWI OH elle pa3, HEBOJTIbHO HacnaXaasiCb CO3HaHMEM
cobCTBEHHOM pa3BMTOCTU K cBOBGOAbI.

Hukonan MNeTpoBunY rMsHyn Ha HEro U3-noA nanbLUeB PyKW, KOTOPOK OH Npoaoskan Tepetb cebe
nob, 1 YTO-TO KONbHYNO ero B cepaue... Ho oH TyT xxe 06BMHUN cebs.



— BOT 370 Y Hawm nonsa noLwunm, — NPoroBOpPUI OH Nocne AoNroro MonYaHus.
— A 3TO Bnepeaun, KaxeTcs, Hall nec? — cnpocun Apkagui.
— [a, Haw. Tonbko A ero npogan. B HbiIHeWHeM rogy ero csoauTb OyayT.
— 3a4yem Tbl ero npogan?
— [eHbrn 6binm HYXXHbI; MPUTOM Xe 3Ta 3eMNA OTXOOUT K MYXMKaM.
— KoTtopble Tebe obpoka He nnaTaTt?
— 370 yX UX geno, a Bnpoyem, 6yayT e OHU Korga-Hubyab nnaTuThb.
—Xanb neca, — 3ameTun Apkagun v ctan rmsgeTb KPYrom.
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Tak pasmbiwnan Apkaguii... a noka oH pasmMblwnan, BecHa 6pana csoe. Bce kpyrom 30n0TMCTO
3eneHeno, Bce LWMPOKO U MArKO BOSTHOBANOCh U FTIOCHUITOCH MNOA4 TUXMUM [blXaHWeM Tennoro
BeTepka, BCe — AepeBbs, KyCTbl U TPaBbl; NOBCIOAY HECKOHYaEMbIMU 3BOHKUMU CTPYMKaMu
3anMBanunChb XXaBOPOHKM; YNOUCHI TO KpMyanu, BUACb Hag HA3MEHHbIMU flyramu, TO Monya
nepeberanu No KOYKaM; KpaCMBO YEPHESA B HEXXHOWN 3ENEHN eLLe HU3KUX APOBbIX XN1eb0oB, rynsanm
rpadu; OHM Nponaganu BO pXu, yxe crnerka nobenesLwen, Nyilb N3peaka BblkasbliBanucb Nx
ronosbl B AblMYaTbIX €€ BonHax. Apkaaui rnagen, rnagen, u, noHemHory ocnabesasi, ucyesanu
ero pasmbliwneHus... OH cbpocun ¢ cebs WNHeNb 1 Tak BECENO, TaKMM MOJTIOAEHBKMM Marib4YMKOM
NMOCMOTPEN Ha 0Tua, YTO TOT ONATb ero O6HAN.
— Tenepb yx Hepganeko, — 3ameTun Hukonau NeTpoBuY, — BOT CTOUT TOMBKO Ha 3Ty rOPKY
noaHATbCS, U oM byaet BugeH. Mbl 3axmeem ¢ Tobon Ha cnasy, Apkallua; Tbl MHE NoOMoraTb
Oyaelwb No XO3ANCTBY, €Cnu TONMbKO 3T0 Tebe He HacKkyunT. Ham HagobHO Tenepb TECHO COMTUCH
ApYr C Apyrom, y3HaTb ApYyr Apyra XOpoLleHbKo, He npasaa nn?
— KoHeuHo, — npomoneun Apkaguin, — HO YTO 3a YyAHbIW AeHb cerogHs!
— [lna TBOErO Npresaa, gywa mos. [la, BecHa B NonHom Griecke. A BNpoYeM, s1 CornaceH ¢
[MyWwKnHBbIM — NOMHULWL, B EBreHnn OHernHe:

Kak rpycTHo MHe TBOe SIBIieHbe,

BecHa, BecHa, nopa nobsu!

Kakoe...
— Apkaguin! — pasgancs 13 TapaHTaca ronoc basaposa, — NpULLIAM MHE CNNYKY, HeYem TpyOKy
packypuTb.
Hukonawn MeTpoBuny ymorik, a Apkagui, KOTopblid Ha4Yan 6bino cnywaTb ero He 6e3 HeKOToporo
N3yMneHusi, HO U He 6e3 codyBCTBUS, NOCNELIN JOCTaTb U3 KapMaHa cepebpsiHyto KOPOBOUKy CO
cnnykamn n nocnan ee basaposy c [leTpom.
— Xoyelb curapky? — 3akpuyan onsatb basapos.
— [aBawn, — oTBeYan Apkagumn.
[MeTp BEPHYNCS K KOMSAICKE M BPY4YUIl eMy BMeCTe C KOPOOOUKOM TONCTYIO YEPHYIO CUrapKy,
KoTOpyto ApKaanin HeMeaneHHO 3aKypun, pacnpocTpaHas BOKpYr cebsi Takon Kpenkuin n KUCNbl
3anax 3amartepenoro Tabaky, 4to Hukonan NeTpoBuy, 0Tpoay He KypuBLLMIA, NOHEBONE, XOTSH
He3amMeTHO, YToObl He 0buaeTb CbiHa, OTBOPaYvMBar HoC.
UeTBepTb Yaca cnyctda oba akmnaxa OCTaHOBMMCh Nepen, KpblfbLOM HOBOrO AepeBAHHOIO AoMa,
BbIKPALLEHHOro CEPOKD KPACKOW N MOKPBLITOrO XeNe3HoK KPacHO Kpblwer. 3To 1 6bino MapbuHo,
HoBas cnobogka TOX, Unu, No KPeCTbSIHCKOMY HauMeHoBaHbto, Bobbinui XyTop.



IV
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— Bot mbl 1 goma, — npomonsun Hukonaw NeTpoBuy, cCHUMas KapTy3 U BCTPAXMBas BONOCaMU. —
[(maBHOe, HaZo Tenepb MNOYXXWUHaTb U OTAOXHYThb.

— [NoecTb OencTBUTENBHO HE XyaOo, — 3aMeTun, NoTAarneBasicb, baszapoB 1 onycTunca Ha AMBaH.

- [a, na, yxvHatb faBanTte, y>XMHaTb nockopee. — Hukonawm NMeTtpoBuy 6e3 BCSIKON BUANMOMN
NPUYNHBLI NoTonan Horamn. — Bot kctaTu u Npokodbuy.

Bowen yenosek net wectngecatv, 6enoBonockIi, Xy4on n CMyriblii, B KOPUYHEBOM opake C
MeLHbIMM NYroBMLamMu 1 B pO30BOM NnaToyke Ha wee. OH ocknabunca, nogoLen K pyyke K
ApKaguio 1, MOKMOHMBLUUCE FOCTHO, OTCTYNWUIT K ABEPU N MOMOXUI PYKU 3a CMVHY.

— Bort oH, lNpokodbuy, — Havyan Hukonawn MNeTpoBud, — npuexan K HaMm HakoHew... YTo? Kak Tbl ero
Haxoauwb?

— B nyywem Bnge-c, — NporoBopun CTapuk 1 0CKnabunca onsaTb, HO TOTYAC e HaXMypuIl CBOU
ryctble 6poBu. — Ha cTton HakpbiBaTb NpuKaXkeTe? — NPOroBOPWI OH BHYLUUTESNBHO.

— [a, pa, noxanyncta. Ho He npongeTe Ny Bbl CNepBa B Bally KOMHaTy, EBreHnin Bacunsny?

— Her, 6narogapctByinTe, He3ayeM. [pukaxuTe TONbKO YHEMOOAHULLKO MOV TyAa CTalnTb Aa BOT
3Ty OOEXEHKY, — NpubaBun oH, cCHUMas ¢ ceba ceon 6anaxoH.

— OyeHb xopowwo. Mpokodbny, Bo3bMuM xe nx WwinHenb. (Mpokodbny, Kak Obl ¢ HeAOyMEHNEM,
B3sn1 06emun pykammn 6a3apoBCKyt0 «OOEXEHKY» U, BbICOKO NOAHAB €€ Haf rofioBoto, yaanuncs Ha
ubinoykax.) A Tel, Apkagun, nongewwb K cebe Ha MUHYTKY?

CblOT
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— [lo6po noxanosatb.

Hukonan MetpoBuny npeactasun ero basaposy: Naeen MNeTpoBuy crnerka HaknoHWN CBOW rnMbKui
CTaH 1 cnerka ynblbHyncs, HO PyKn He Nogan 1 gaxe nonoxun ee obpaTHO B KapMaH.

— A yxxe gyman, 4to Bbl HE NpueaeTe CEerogHd, — 3aroBOpun OH NPUATHBIM FOf1I0COM, Nto6e3HOo
nokauynBasiCb, Nnogeprveas nevyamm 1 nokasbliBas npekpacHbole 6enble 3yobl. — PasBe 4To Ha
aopore Cny4vnocb?

— Huyero He cnyyunocs, — oTBeyan Apkagun, — Tak, 3aMmeLlKanmcb HEMHOro. 3aTto Mbl Tenepb
ronoAHsbl, kak Boriku. Notoponu MNpokodbuya, nanawa, a 8 ceryac BEPHYCb.

— MocTon, a ¢ Tobon noray! — BocknukHyn basapos, BHe3aNHO NOpbLIBAsiCb C ANBaHa.

O6a monopaple Yenoseka BbILUSN.

— Kto cen? — cnpocun Nasen MNeTpoBuy.

— MNpuaTtenb Apkalun, o4eHb, NO ero crioBam, YMHbIN YenoBek.

— OH y Hac roctutb bygeTt?

- [a.

— OTOT BONocatbin?

— Hy pa.

MaBen NeTpoBMY NoCcTy4an HOrTAMMU No CTony.

[14]



3a yxuHom pasrosapuBanu mano. OcobeHHo ba3apoB NOYTN HNYErO HE rOBOPWUI, HO €1 MHOrO.
Hukonai NeTpoBu4y pacckasbiBarn pasHble Cryvyau U3 CBOen, Kak OH Bblpaxancs, oepmepckomn
XXW3HK, TONKOBAaI O NPeAcToAWMX NPaBUTENLCTBEHHbLIX Mepax, O KOMUTeTax, O Aenyrtarax, o
Heo6Xxo4MMOCTH 3aBOANTbL MawwuHbl U T.4. Nasen MNMNeTpoBuY MeaneHHO Nnoxaxkmean B3aa v Bnepen
Mo CTONOBOW (OH HUKOrAa He yXXuHan), nspeaka otxnebbiBas N3 proMK1, HaNnOSTHEHHOW KpacHbIM
BMHOM, U eLLe pexe NPOon3HOCS Kakoe-HMbyab 3amedaHne unm, ckopee, BOCKNuuaHue, spoae «al!
are! rm!». Apkaguin coobLmn HeCKONbKO NeTepByprcknx HOBOCTEN, HO OH oLyl an HebonbLUYIo
HENOBKOCTb, Ty HENTOBKOCTb, KOTOpas 0ObIKHOBEHHO OBNageBaeT MOI0AbIM YENOBEKOM, KOrA4a OH
TONbKO YTO NepecTan 6bITb pebeHKOM 1 BO3BPATUIICS B MECTO, rAe NPMBbLIKNM BUAETb U CYNTATb
ero pebeHkom. OH 6e3 HyXabl pacTsarMean CBol pedb, n3beran crnoBa «nanaiua» u gaxe pas
3aMeHUN ero CNoBOM «OTeL», MPOM3HECEHHbIM, NpaBaa, CKBO3b 3yObl; C U3NULLHEKD Pa3BA3HOCTbIO
Hanun cebe B cTakaH ropasgo 6onbLue BUHA, YEM CaMOMYy XOTENOCh, U BbINUI BCE BUHO.
Mpokodbry He cnyckan ¢ Hero rnas un Tonbko rydamm noxesbiBan. [ocne yxMHa Bce ToT4ac
pasoLUnCh.

— A vypakoBart y Tebs asaq, — roeopun Apkaauio basapos, cuga B xanaTte BO3fe ero noctenu u
HacacblBasg KOPOTKyI0 TpyOOuKy. — LLleronbCcTBO Kakoe B AepeBHe, nogymaelub! Hortn-to, Horu,
XOTb Ha BbICTaBKy nocbinam!

— [la Beab Tbl HE 3HaeLWb, — OTBETUN ApKaguii, — BeOb OH NbBOM Obifl B CBOE BpeMms. A Korga-
HMBYab pacckaxy Tebe ero nctoputo. Beab oH kpacaBuem Obifi, ronoBYy KPYXWUM XKEHLLMHAM.

— [a, BoT uTo! o cTapon, 3HaunT, namaTu. [NNeHaTb-To 34eck, Xarnb, HeKoro. A Bce cMoTpen:
3Takme y Hero yanBuTernbHble BOPOTHUYKM, TOYHO KaMeHHbIE, 1 N0AO0POAOK TaK akKypaTHO
BbIOpUT. Apkagmn Hukonand, Beab 3TO CMELLHO?

— Noxanyn; TonbKo OH, NPaBO, XOPOLLUIA YeSOBEK.

— Apxaunyeckoe aBneHune! A otey y Tebs cnaBHbin Manbliin. CTUXM OH HanpacHO YnTaeT n B
XO351MCTBE BPSAA NN CMbICANT, HO OH J00pPSsiK.

— OTel y MeHs 30/10TON YeroBek.

— 3ameTnn nn Tbl, 4TO OH pobeeT?

ApKaaui KayHyIn ronoBoto, Kak 6yaTo OH cam He poben.

- YaunsutenbHoe geno, — npogomkan basapos, — 3Tn ctapeHbkne pomaHTukm! PasoBbloT B cebe
HEepPBHYIO CUCTEMY [0 pasfpaXeHus... Hy, paBHoBecne n HapywweHo. OgHako npowan! B moen
KOMHaTe aHrMUNCKUM PyKOMOMHUK, a ABEPb He 3anupaeTcs. Bce-Takm 3To NoowpaTb HAo —
aHrMMnCcKne PyKOMOWHUKK, TO eCTb nporpecc!

Basapos ywen, a Apkaguem oBnageno pagoctHoe 4yBcTBo. Cnaako 3ackinatb B pOAUMOM JOMeE,
Ha 3HAaKOMOW NOCTENM, NoL OAEANOM, HaZ KOTOPbIM TPYAUIUCH NoBUMbIE PYKN, BbITb MOXET PyKU
HAHIOLLKW, T€ NacKoBble, 4OOpbIE N HEYyTOMUMbIE PYKU. ApKaauin BCNOMHUN EropoBHy, n B3A0OXHYN,
n noxenan en yapcteusa HebecHoro... O cebe oH He MonuIncs.

[19]

Galignani
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Ha gpyroe yTpo basapoB paHbLue BCex NPOCHYIICA W Bbilwern U3 gomMa. «3re! — nogyman oH,
NOCMOTPEB KPYroM, — MeCTeu4ko-To HekasncTox». Korga Hukonau NeTpoBuy pasmexesarcs ¢
CBOUMM KPECTbAHAMMW, EMY NPULLIIOCL OTBECTM NMOA HOBYHO ycaabby A4eCATUHbI YeTbipe
COBEPLUEHHO POBHOrO 1 ronoro nonga. OH nocTpoun Aom, cnyxobl n epmy, pa3dbun caa, Boikonan
npya v ABa Konogua; Ho monogble Aepesua Nnoxo NpMHMManunch, B Npyae BoAabl Habpanocb
O4YeHb Mano, 1 KONoALbl okaszanncb CONOHKOBATOro Bkyca. OaHa Tonbko 6ecenka n3s cupeHen m
akaumin Nopsi4oYHO paspocnach; B HEW MHoraa nunuv Yam un obepanu. basapoB B HECKONbKO MUHYT
oberan Bce AOPOXKM cafa, 3allenl Ha CKOTHbIA ABOP, HA KOHIOLLHIO, OTbICKan ABYX ABOPOBbIX
Marnb4uLLEK, C KOTOPbIMM TOTYAC CBEN 3HAaKOMCTBO, 1 OTNPaBuUIcs ¢ HUMK B HebonbLoe 6onoTue,
C BepCTy OT ycaabbbl, 3a Narywkamu.

— Ha uto 1ebe narywkn, 6apmH? — cnpocun ero oguMH U3 ManbYnKoB.

— A BOT Ha 4TO, — oTBevan emy basapos, kOTopbIli BNagen 0Co6eHHbIM yMeHbeM BO30YyXaaThb K
cebe poBepume B NIOAAX HU3LLNX, XOTS OH HUKOrA4a He noTakan um n 06xoamncsa ¢ HUMK
HeBPEXHO, — A NAryLUKY pacniacTtaro fa NoCMOTPIO, YTO Y HEe TaM BHYTPU AenaeTcs; a Tak Kak
Mbl C TOGOW Te e NAryLwKn, TONbKO YTO Ha Horax Xxoaum, s n 6yay 3HaTb, 4TO U 'y HAC BHYTPK
aenaetcs.

— [a Ha yTo Tebe aT10?

— A 4TOBbI HE OLNBUTBCSA, €CNKN Thbl 3aHEMOXELLb N MHE TebA neunTb NpuaeTcs.

— PasBe Tbl goxTyp?

- [a.

— Bacbka, cnbiwb, 6apuH roBopuT, 4TO Mbl C TOBOW Te e nArywku. YyaHo!

— A nx 6otoCb, NAryLek-To, — 3ameTun Bacbka, manb4umk neTt cemu, ¢ 6enoto, Kak feH, ronosoto, B
CEepPOM Ka3akumHe C CTOSAYNM BOPOTHMKOM M BGOCOW.

— Yero 60aTbCA? pa3Be OHU KycalTca?

— Hy, nonesaite B BoAy, comunocodbl, — npomornsun basapos.

Mexay Tem Hukonam NeTpoBuY ToXe NPOCHYNCH 1 oTApaBuicsa K Apkaauio, KOTOporo 3acrtan
ogeTbiM. OTeL 1 CbiH BbILLMAN Ha Teppacy, NoL HaBeC MapKu3bl; BO3fe nepun, Ha ctone, Mexay
BGonbwmmn BykeTammn cMpeHu, yXe Kunen camoBap. ABunacb AeBoYKa, Ta camasi, KoTopas
HakaHyHe nepsasi BCTpeTUNa NpuesXmx Ha KpblifbLe, U TOHKUM roflocoM nporosopuna:

— ®epgocba HnkonaBHa He COBCEM 30POBbI, MPUATU HE MOTYT; NpUKasanu Bac CNpocuUTb, Bam
caMunM YroiHO pasnuTb Yan unu npucnatb QyHawy?

— ¥ cam pasonbio, cam, — nocnewHo nogxsatnn Hukonam MNetpoBud. — Tel, Apkaauii, ¢ Yem Nbellb
Yyan, co criMBkamu UnNn ¢ IMMOHOM?

— Co cnuBkamu, — otBeyan Apkagum 1, nOMonyYaB HEMHOrO, BOMPOCUTENbHO NPOU3HEC: —
Manawa?

Hukonan NeTpoBunY ¢ 3ameLaTensCTBOM NOCMOTPES Ha CbiHa.

— YT10? — npomonBun oH.

Apkaaui onycTtun rnasa.

— M3BMHK, nanawa, ecnv mMmon Bonpoc Tebe NokaxeTcs HeyMeCTHbIM, — Hayarn OH, — HO Tbl CaMm,
BYEpaLLHEK CBOEK OTKPOBEHHOCTbIO, MEHS Bbi3blBaellb HA OTKPOBEHHOCTb... Tbl HE
paccepaubea?..



— ['oBopM.

— Tbl MHEe Jaelwb CMEenocTb CNpocuTb Tebs... He oTToro nn PeH... He OTTOro N OHa He NPUXoauT
ctofa Yan pasnueaTb, YTO S 30eCb?

Hwukonai NeTpoBu4 crierka OTBEpPHYICS.

— MoxeT 6bITb, — NPOroBOPUIT OH HAaKOHEL,, — OHa NpeanonaraeT... OHa CTbIAUTCS. ..

Apkaauii 6bICTPO BCKMHYN rnasa Ha oTua.

— HanpacHo x oHa cTbignTtca. Bo-nepBbix, Tebe n3secteH mor o6pa3 mbicner (Apkaguio o4eHb
ObIN0 NPUATHO NPOU3HECTU 3TU COBA), @ BO-BTOPbIX — 3aX04y NN 51 XOTb Ha BOSIOC CTECHATb TBOO
XW3Hb, TBOM NpUBbLIYKN? MMpUTOM, 9 yBEPEH, Thl HE MOT cAenaTb AyPHOW BbIOOP; ecnuv Tbl
NO3BOMNWM €1 XWUTb ¢ TO6ON NOA OA4HOK KPOBMEW, cTano 6biTb OHa 3TO 3aCNy>XMBAET: BO BCSAKOM
cny4vae, CblH OTLY He Cyabsl, U B OCOBEHHOCTU 4, U B OCODEHHOCTM TakoMy OTLY, KOTOPbIN, KaK Tbl,
HWKOr4a 1 HY B YEM He CTeCHsAN Moer cBoboabl.

Monoc Apkagusa gpoxan cHayana: oH YyBcTBoBan cebsa BenMKogyLUHbIM, OOHAKO B TO Xe BpeMs
NMOHMMar, YTO YNTaeT HEYTO BPOAE HACTaBNEHNSI CBOEMY OTLY; HO 3BYK COOCTBEHHbIX peyel
CUNbHO OeNCTBYeT Ha Yenoseka, u Apkaanin NpousHec nocneaHne criosa TBepAo, Aaxe C
adpdpekTom.

— Cnacunbo, Apkawia, — rnyxo 3arosopwun Hukonan MNeTpoBuny, 1 nanbLbl €ro onsTb 3axXo4unm no
6poBam 1 no nby. — TBOM NPeanonoXeHns ENCTBUTENBHO cnpaBeanvebl. KoHevHo, ecnn 6 ata
AEBYLLKA HE CTOUNA... ATO HEe NerkombICreHHas NpuxoTb. MHe Henerko roBopuTb ¢ To6oK 06
3TOM; HO Tbl MOHUMAaELLb, YTO el TPyaHO GbINo NpunTK ctoga npu Tebe, ocobeHHO B NepBblvi AEHb
TBOEro npuesaa.

— B Takom cniydae, 9 cam nongy K Hen, — BOCKIMUKHYN Apkaanii C HOBbIM MPUIIMBOM BESTMKOAYLUHbIX
YYBCTB M BCKOYMI CO CTyna. — A el pacTosKyto, YTO el HeYero MeHs CTbIANTLCA.

Hwukonaw NeTpoBu4y TOXE BCTan.

— Apkagun, — Hayan OH, — caenar OAOIPKEHME. .. KaK XXe MOXHO... TaM... A T1ebsa He npegBapun...
Ho Apkaguii yxe He cnywan ero n ybexan ¢ Teppacsl. Hukonan NeTpoBny nocmoTtpen emy Bcneg
N B cCMyLLeHbe onycTuncs Ha ctyn. Cepaue ero 3abunoce... [Npeacrasmnack nv emy B 370
MrHOBeHMe HensbexHasi CTPaHHOCTb ByAyLINX OTHOLIEHWIA MeXAY UM U CbIHOM, CO3HaBan nn OH,
4yTO eaBa nu He Bonbluee Gbl yBaxkeHne okasan emy Apkaaui, ecnmn 6 oH BOBCE He Kacarncs 3Toro
Aena, ynpekan nm oH camoro cebsi B cnaboctu — cka3aTb TPYAHO; BCE 3TN YyBCTBA Obinn B HEM,
HO B BUAE OLLYLLEHUIN — U TO HEACHBIX; @ C NMua He cxoguna Kpacka, n cepgue 6unoch.
Mocnbiwanuceb Toponnueble Wwaru, n Apkagui Bowlern Ha Teppacy.

— Mbl no3HakoMUNUCb, oTew! — BOCKNMKHYI OH C BbIpaXXEHMEM KaKOro-To SlaCKoBOro n obporo
TOpXecTBa Ha nuvue. — Pegocbs HukonaesHa, TOYHO, CErogHs He COBCEM 340poBa U npuaeT
nonosxe. Ho Kak e Tbl He cKasasn MHe, YTO Y MeHd ecTb 6pat? A Obl y>ke BYepa Be4EpOM ero
pacuenoBan, Kak g ceryac pacuenosan ero.

Hukonan MNeTpoBMY XOTEN YTO-TO BbIMOSNBUTL, XOTEN NOAHATLCA U pacKpbiTb 06bATUSA... ApKaanii
Bpocuncsa emy Ha Lweo.

— Y70 9T10? ONATL OOHMMaeTecb? — pasgancsa c3agum ux ronoc MNaena MNeTposuya.

OTew 1 CbiH 0gMHaKoBO 06paaoBanvCh NOSIBIEHNIO €ro B 3Ty MUHYTY; ObIBaOT NONOXEHNS
TporaTenbHble, N3 KOTOPbIX BCE-Takn XOYETCHA NOCKOpee BbINTH.



— Yemy X Tbl yamensiewbcs? — Becerno 3arosopun Hukonaw lNetpoBuy. — B kon-To Bekn goxagancs
s Apkawu... A co BYepallHero AHA 1 HaCMOTPEeTbCSA Ha Hero He ycnen.

— 71 BOBCe He yamBnstock, — 3ameTtun Nasen MNMeTpoBuy, — 9 gaxke cam He NpoYb C HUM OBHATLCS.
Apkagui nogowien K agaae U CHoBa NovyBCTBOBAS Ha LeKkax CBOUX MPUKOCHOBEHWE ero AyLINCTbIX
ycoB. Masen NMeTpoBuy npucen k ctony. Ha Hem 6bIn U3SALLHBIA YTPEHHWUIA, B aHINIMACKOM BKyCe,
KOCTIOM; Ha rofloBe KpacoBarnacb ManeHbkasi gpecka. 9ta oecka n HeBpPEeXXHO NOBSA3AHHbIN
ranctyvyek Hamekanu Ha cBoboy AepeBEHCKON XU3HN; HO Tyrme BOPOTHUYKM pybaluku, npaBaa,
He 6enoin, a NeCTpeHbKOW, Kak OHO W1 crieqyeT Angd yTpeHHero Tyaneta, ¢ 06bI4YHO
HEeyMOMMMOCTbIO YyNnpanuch B BbIOpUThI NOgGOPOAOK.

— ['Oe e HOoBbIN TBOW NpUATENL? — CNPOCKn OH Apkagusi.

— Ero poma HeT; oH 06bIKHOBEHHO BCTAET paHO M OTNpaBnsieTcs Kyaa-Hmbyab. [naBHoe, He Hado
obpaLljaTb Ha HEro BHUMaHWUA: OH LIEPEMOHUI He NobuT.

— [a, ato 3ameTHO. — [1aBen NMNeTpoBuY Hayan, He TOPONSAChb, HaMasbliBaTb Macno Ha xneo6. —
[onro oH y Hac nporocTuTt?

— Kak npugetcsa. OH 3aexan ctoga rno gopore K oTuy.

— A oTel, ero rae XmBeTt?

— B Hawweli xe rybepHun, BEpCT BOCEMbAECAT oTctoaa. Y Hero tam Hebonblioe nmeHbuue. OH
ObIN Npexae NONKOBbIM LOKTOPOM.

— Ta-T3-T3-T3... To-TO A BCe cebs cnpawmBan: rae cnbiwan s 3ty dhamunuio: basapos?..
Hukonan, nomHuTCA, B 6aTHOWKNMHON AMBM3MK Bbin nekapb basapos?

— KaxeTcs, obin.

— To4Ho, To4HO. Tak aTOT Nnekapb ero otel. ['mM! — [Nasen NeTpoBuy nosen ycamu. — Hy, a cam
rocnoauH basapos, cO6GCTBEHHO, YTO Takoe? — CPOCUIT OH C PacCTaHOBKOMW.

— Yto Takoe basapoB? — Apkaaun ycmexHyncs. — Xotute, OS40LWKa, 1 BaM CKaxy, YTO OH,
cobCcTBEHHO, Takoe?

— Cpenan ogomxeHune, NNeMaHHNYEK.

[18]

— Kak? — cnpocun Hukonawu lNeTtposuy, a Naeen [NeTpoBnY NogHSAN Ha BO34yX HOX C KYCKOM Macna
Ha KOHUe Ne3Bus 1 OCTancs HenoaBMXKEH.

— OH HUrunuct, — nosTopun Apkaauin.

nihil, H14ero,

— CKaxu: KOTopbIN HUYero He yBaxaeT, — noaxsatun Nasen MNeTpoBnY 1 CHOBa NPUHANCSA 3a
mMacno.

— KoTopbIi KO BCEMY OTHOCUTCH C KPUTUYECKOM TOYKU 3pEHUs, — 3ameTun Apkagun.

— A 3TO He Bce paBHO? — cnpocun Naeen lNeTpoBuny.

— HerT, He Bce paBHO. HAMMANUCT — 9TO YernOBEK, KOTOPbLIN HE CKIMOHAETCA HU Nepes, Kakumm
aBTOpUTETaMM, KOTOPbIN HE MPUHUMAET HXU OL4HOrO NPUHLUMNA Ha Bepy, Kaknm Obl yBaXKEHNEM HU
OblN OKPY>KEH 3TOT NPUHLMM.

— WM yt0 X, 910 X0powo? — nepebun MNMaeen NeTpoBunvy.

— CMOTps kak Komy, gagwowika. MIHoMy OT 3TOro XOpoLUo, a MUHOMY OYeHb yPHO.

[19]
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— HurunucTel, — oTyeTnMBO nporosopun Apkagun.

— [a. MNMpexae 6b1nn rerenucTbl, a Tenepb HUTMNUCTLI. [MocMOTpUM, Kak Bbl ByaeTe CcyLecTBoBaTb
B NycToTe, B 6€3B034YyLLIHOM NPOCTPAHCTBE; a TeNepb NO3BOHU-KA, NoXxanyrcta, 6pat, Hukonan
[MeTpoBnY, MHe nopa NUTb MOK Kakao.

Hwukonaw MeTpoBu4d no3soHWN 1 3akpuydan: «dyHawal!» Ho Bmecto [lyHswm Ha Teppacy Bbilna
cama ®eHeuka. JT0 Oblna Monoaas XeHwmHa neT gBaguaTtn Tpex, Bca 6eneHbkas u markas, ¢
TEMHbIMM BONIOCaMM U rnasami, C KpacHbIMU, ETCKU-NYXNABbIMU FyOKaMu U HEXXHBIMU pyYKamu.
Ha Hel GbIno onpsaTHOE cuTueBoe nnaTbe; ronybas HoBas KOCbIHKA NIErKo nexana Ha ee KpyribIxX
nnevyax. OHa Hecna 6onbLUYIO YallKy Kakao W, noctaBuB ee nepep Nasnom NeTpoBuyem, BCs
3acTblgunach: ropsvasa KpoBb pasnunach anor BOMHOW MO TOHKOK KOXULEN ee MUNOBUOHOIO
nunua. OHa onycTuna rnasa 1 oCTaHoBWUNAach Y CTona, Crierka onMpasiCb Ha caMble KOHYMKU
nanbues. Kasanocb, ein n coBeCTHO 6bIN0, YTO OHA NPULLING, U B TO XXe BpeMSA OHa kak byaTo
4YyBCTBOBarna, 4YToO nmera npaso MpunTun.

Masen MNeTpoBuny cTporo Haxmypun 6posu, a Hukonan MNeTpoBny cmyTUncs.

— 3apaBscTtByi, PeHeuka, — NPOroBOPMI OH CKBO3b 3Yy6Obl.

— 34paBCTBYyNTE-C, — OTBETUMA OHA HEMPOMKMM, HO 3BYYHbIM rOfIOCOM W, IMISIHYB UCKOCa Ha
Apkaausi, KOTopbI ApY>KeNtOHO en ynblibancs, TUXOHBKO Bbiwsa. OHa xoguna HEMHOXKO
BpasBarsiKy, HO 1 3TO K HeW npucTano.

Ha Teppace B Te4eHne HECKONbKMX MIHOBEHWIA TOCNOACTBOBANo mon4yanue. Nasen NMetpoBuy
noxnebbiBan CBOW Kakao 1 BAPYr NOAHAN ronoBsy.

— BoT 1 rocnoanH HUrMIUCT K HaMm >anyeT, — NPOMOJBUI OH BroOsrosnoca.

[21]

— 34paBCcTBYNTE, rocrnoaa; U3BMHUTE, YTO ONo34an K Yyak, cenyac BepHYCb; HaZlo BOT 3TUX
NNEeHHUL, K MECTY NPUCTPOUTb.

— Yro aTo y Bac, nuaskn? — cnpocun lNasen NeTpoBunuy.

— Her, narywxkm.

— Bbl nx egute nnu passogute?

— [1ns onbITOB, — paBHOAYLLHO nporosopun basapos v ywen B AOM.

— OTO OH UX pe3aTtb cTaHeT, — 3ameTun Nasen NeTpoBuy. — B npuHcunbl He BepUT, a B NAaryLiek
BEPUT.

[22]



VI

BasapoB BepHyncs, cen 3a CTon 1 Hayan nocnewHo nuTb Yan. Oba 6paTta monya rnagenu Ha
Hero, a Apkagun ykpaakon nocmatpmsan To Ha OTua, TO Ha aaato.

— Bbl ganeko otctoga xoaunm? — cnpocun HakoHel Hukonam NMeTtposuny.

[23]

— A Bbl HE OXOTHUK?

— Her.

— Bbl coBCTBEHHO (hm3MKon 3aHMMaeTeCb? — Cnpocun B CBOK odepeab Nasen MNMeTposuy.

— ®usnkon, aa; BOOOLLE eCTECTBEHHBIMU HayKamMU.

— ['0BOPAT, repmaHubl B NocrneaHee BpeMs CUNbHO ycrnenu no aTom 4YacTu.

— [a, Hemubl B 3TOM Hawwm yuntenu, — HebpexxHo oTBeyan basapos.

CnoBo «repmaHLbl» BMeCTo «HemMubl» MaBen MNeTpoBny ynotpedbun pagn npoHum, KOTOPOW,
OZHAKO, HUKTO He 3aMeTun.

— Bbl CTONb BLICOKOrO MHEHUSI O HEMUAX? — NPOroBOPWUI C U3bICKAHHOK YYTUBOCTLIO [1aBen
MeTpoBny. OH HaunHan YyBCTBOBATb TanHOe pasgpaxeHue. Ero apuctokpaTnyeckyo HaTypy
BO3MyLlana coBepLUeHHas pa3Bsa3HOCTb bazapoBa. OTOT nekapckuii CbiH HE TONbKO He poben, OH
Aaxe oTBeYan oTpbIBUCTO M HEOXOTHO, U B 3BYKE ero ronoca 6bino 4To-To rpyboe, noutn gepskoe.
— TamoLHWe y4eHble AenbHbIN Hapos.

— Tak, Tak. Hy, a 06 pycckux y4eHbIX Bbl, BEPOATHO, HE MMEETE CTOSb NECTHOrO NOHATUA?

— MNoxanyn, 4To Tak.

— OTO 04YeHb NoxBanbHOE caMooTBepXeHue, — npousHec NMasen MNeTpoBuY, BINPAMAASA CTaH U
3akuabiBas ronoBy Hasag. — Ho kak e Ham Apkagun Hukonauy cenvac ckasbiBar, YTO Bbl He
npu3HaeTe HUKaKnx asToputeToB? He Bepute nm?

— [la 3a4yem xe s cTaHy ux npusHaeatb? W yemy a 6yay Beputb? MHe ckaxyT geno, s
cornawatcb, BOT U BCe.

— A Hemubl Bce eno roBopAaT? — npomornsun MNaeen NeTpoBuY, 1 NNLUO ero NPUHSANo Takoe
GesyyacTHoe, OTAanNeHHOe BblpaXXeHMe, CIOBHO OH BECH YLUEN B KaKyt-TO 3a061ayHyo BbICb.
— He Bce, — oTBETUN C KOPOTKMM 3€BKOM Bba3apoB, KOTOPOMY SIBHO He XOTeNoCb NpoaoimkaTb
CNoBOMpeHue.

Masen MNeTpoBuny B3rNaHyn Ha Apkaaus, kak 6bl xxenasi ckasaTb emy: «YUTUB TBOW OPYT,
NPU3HaTLCAY.

[24]

étre

[25]

— MNopsagoyHbIN XMMKUK B ABaAUaTb pa3 nofe3Hee BCAKOro noarta, — nepedun basapos.

— BoT kak, — npomonsun Nasen NeTpoBu4 1, CNOBHO 3ackbinas, YyTb-4yTb NpMNogHan 6posu. —
Bbl, cTano 6bITb, UCKycCTBa HE Npu3HaeTe?

— WckyccTBO HaxkmBaTb AeHbrn, Unu HeT 6onee remoppos! — BOCKNUKHyn basapos ¢
Npe3puUTerbHOK YCMELLIKOMW.

— Tak-c, Tak-c. BOT KaK Bbl U3BONUTE WYTUTb. JTO Bbl BCE, CTano 6biTb, oTBEpraete? [Nonoxum.
3HauuT, Bbl BepUTE B OAHY HayKy?



— A y>xe [OnOXun BaM, YTO HX BO YTO HE BEPIO; M YTO TaKOe Hayka — Hayka BoobLie? EcTb Hayku,
Kak eCTb pemecrna, 3BaHus; a Hayka BoobLLe He CyLlecTByeT BOBCe.

— OyeHb xopoLwo-c. Hy, a HacyeT gpyrux, B NOACKOM BbITy NPUHATBIX, MOCTAaHOBNEHWNIA Bbl
npuaepXmnBaeTechb Takoro xe oTpuuaTenlbHOro HanpasneHus?

— Y710 970, gonpoc? — cnpocun basapos..

Masen MNeTpoBuny cnerka nobnegHen... Hukonan MNeTpoBnY NoYen JOMKHLIM BMELLATbCS B
pas3roBop:

[26]
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«Hy, Tbl, 9 BUXY, TOYHO HATUNUCT», — nogyman Hukonan lNeTpoBuy.

— Bce-Taku no3sonbTe NpuberHyTb K Bam npu crny4vae, — npubasmn OH BCnyx. — A Tenepb Ham, 4
nonarato, 6pat, nopa NONTN NOTOSKOBaTb C MPUKA3YNKOM.

MaBen lNeTpoBKY NogHANCA co cTyna.

[28]

MaBen NeTpoBu4 MeaneHHO NOBEPHYICA Ha Kabnykax U MeaneHHo Bbiwen; Hukonaw MNeTposuy
OTNpaBuUIICA BCres 3a HAM.

— YT0, OH BCerga y Bac Takom? — XxnagHoKpoBHO cripocun basapoB y Apkaausi, kak TONbKO ABepb
3aTBOpunach 3a obovmn GpaTbsmu.

— Mocnywan, EBreHni, Tbl yxe CNLWKOM pe3Kko ¢ HUM obowlencs, — 3ametun Apkaaui. — Tbl ero
ockopbwun.

[29]

[30]

- A 1ebe obelancs pacckasaTtb ero UCToputo, — Hadan Apkaaui.

— WcTtopuio xyka?

— Hy, nonHo, EBreHun. Nctopuio moero gaaun. Tbl yBUAONLB, YTO OH HE TaKOW YeroBeK, Kaknum Thbl
ero Boobpaxaellb. OH ckopee coxaneHns A4OCTOMH, YEM HaCcMEeLLKW.

— £ He cnopto; aa 4To OH Tebe Tak gancsa?

— Hapo 6bITb cnpaBeanuebiM, EBreHui.

— JTO 13 Yero crnegyeT?

— Her, cnywan...

N Apkagui pacckasan emy UCTOPUIO CBOEro Asaan. Yutatens HangeT ee B crieaytoLlei rnase.



Vil

[31]

B 10 Bpemsi B netepbyprckom cBeTe n3penka nosiBrsnach XeHLmnHa, KOTOpYo He 3abbinn 4O Cux
nop, KHArMHA P. Y Helt 6bin 6naroBoCNUTaHHbIA U NPUNNYHBINA, HO FNYyNoBaTbI MYX U He BbINo
petein. OHa BHE3anHo yeaxarna 3a rpaHuly, BHe3anHo Bo3Bpawanack B Poccuio, BoobLe Bena
CTPaHHyo Xn3Hb. OHa cnbina 3a NerkoMbICIIEHHYHO KOKETKY, C YBlieYeHNeM npeaaBanachb BCSAKOro
poda yaoBONMbLCTBUAM, TaHUEeBana go ynaay, Xoxorana v wyTtuna ¢ MonogbiMuy ftoabMU, KOTOPbIX
npuHMmana nepeq obegom B noniyMmpake rocTMHOW, a No HoYaMm nnakana u Monunach, He
Haxoguna HUrae noKok 1 4acTo A0 CaMOoro yTpa MeTanacb No KOMHaTe, TOCKIIMBO NIOMas PyKu,
unu cuaena, Bcs bnegHas u xonogHas, Hag MNcanteipeM. [leHb HacTaBan, u OHa CHoBa
npeBpaljanacb B CBETCKYIO JaMy, CHOBA Bble3Xana, cMesinacb, bontana n To4Ho 6pocanack
HaBCTpeYy BCEMY, YTO MOFIO AOCTaBUTb e Manenwee passnederHne. OHa bbina yauBuTensHo
CNOXeHa; ee Koca 30510TOro UseTa 1 Tshkenasi, Kak 30f10To, Nagana HUXe KOSeH, HO KpacaBuuen
ee HUKTO Obl He Ha3Ban; BO BCEM €€ nu1Le TONMbKO 1 BbINo XOpoLLero, YTo rnasa, 1 gaxe He camble
rnasa — OHW GbININ HEBENWKN U CEPbI, — HO B3rNA4 nX, ObICTPbIN 1 rNyOokuin, 6ecneyHbli 4o yoanu
N 3aQyMUMBbIN A0 YHbIHWS, — 3aragoyHbli B3rnag. YTo-To HeoObl4aHOe CBETUIOCH B HEM, JaXe
TOrAa, Korga A3blk ee nenetan camble nycrble peun. OgeBanacb oHa U3biCkaHHo. MaBen
[MeTpoBu4 BCTpeTun ee Ha ogHoM Bane, NpoTaHueBan C Hen Ma3ypky, B Te4eHME KOTOPOW OHa He
ckasana HM OgHOro NyTHOro CroBa, u Bnobunca B Hee ctpacTHo. NMpuBbIKWwWKnin K nobeaam, oH n
TYT CKOPO AOCTUI CBOEW LIENN; HO NIErKOCTb TOPXKECTBa He oxnaauna ero. Hanpotms: OH elle
My4uMTENbHEE, eLLe Kpenye NpuBA3ancs K 3TOM XXeHLMHE, B KOTOPOK, Aaxe Toraa, korga oHa
oTaaBanacb 6e3B03BpaTHO, BCE eLle kak OyaTO OcTaBanoch YTO-TO 3aBETHOE M HELOCTYMNHOE,
KyZa HUKTO HE MOI MPOHMKHYTb. YTO rHe3aunoch B aTon ayuwe — 6or Bectb! Kasanock, oHa
Haxogmnacbk BO BNACTU KaKMX-TO TalHbIX, 48 HEE CaMOK HEBEAOMbIX CUf1; OHU Urpanu eto, Kak
xoTenu; ee HeOONbLUIOW yM HE MOT CnaguTb C UX NPUXOTb0. Bce ee noBeaeHve npeacraBnsano
ps4 Hecoobpa3HOCTEN; eUHCTBEHHbIE NUCbMa, KOTopble Mornn 6bl BO30yANTbL cnpaBenvBble
NnoAo3peHNst ee MyXKa, OHa Hanucana K YenoBeKy NOYTU el Yy>xoMy, a NtoboBb ee OT3biBanach
nevanbio: OHa yXXe He CMesinacb M He WyTuna ¢ Tem, Koro n3bupana, v cnywana ero 1 rnsgena
Ha Hero ¢ HegoymeHneM. MiHoraa, 6onbLueto YacTblo BHE3AMHO, 3TO HEAOYMEHNE NEPEXOLMIIO B
XONOAHbIV yXKac; MU0 ee NPUHNUMAIO BblpaXXeHne MePTBEHHOE N AUKOE; OHa 3anupanach y cebs
B CMnarnbHe, U TOpHUYHasi ee Morfa cnblwaTb, NpMnaB YXOM K 3aMKy, ee riyxue pbigaHusa. He pas,
BO3BpaLladach k cebe AOMON nocrne HeXXHoro cangaHus, KupcaHoB 4yBCTBOBarn Ha cepaue Ty
paspbiBalOLLYHO U FOPbKY0 Aocady, KOTopas NogHUMaeTCcs B cepale Nocne OKoOHYaTenbHOn
Heygaun. «4Yero xe xo4y s ewe?» — cnpawmean oH cebs, a cepaue Bce Hbino. OH ogHaxabl
nogapuvn en KosnbLo C Bblpe3aHHbIM Ha KaMHe COUHKCOM.

— Y10 3107 — cnpocuna oHa, — CPUHKC?

— [a, — oTBETUN OH, — N 3TOT CHUHKC — Bbl.

— #A? — cnpocuna oHa u MeasieHHOo NOAHSANAa Ha Hero CBOW 3arafouHbIv B3rnsd. — 3HaeTe nu, 4To
3TO OY€Hb NECTHO? — NpubaBmna oHa C HE3HAYUTENBHOK YCMELLKOW, a rnasa rnsaenu Bce Tak Xe
CTpaHHo.

[32]



OTO cny4unock B Havarne 48-ro roga, B To camoe BpeM4, korga Hukonau NeTposuy, NUWIMBLUNCH
XeHbl, npuesaxan B NeTepbypr. MNasen MNeTpoBny No4TK He BUAancs ¢ 6patom ¢ Tex Nop, Kak ToT
nocenuncs B gepesHe: cBagbba Hukonaga NeTposuya coBnana ¢ cambiMn NEPBbIMU AHAMU
3HakomcTBa [NaBna lNeTpoBuya ¢ kKHArMHeW. BepHyBLUIMCH M3-3a rpaHuLbl, OH OTMPaBUICS K HEMY C
HamepeHnem NorocTUTb y HEro Mecsua ABa, NontoboBaTbCs ero CHacTUEM, HO BbDKUI Y HEFrO O4HY
TONbKO Heaento. Pasnunume B nonoxeHun obonx 6patbeB ObINo cnmwkom Benunko. B 48-m rogy ato
pasnuyue ymeHblmnnock: Hukonau NeTtpoBuy notepsn xeny, Nasen NeTpoBuy notepsn ceon
BOCNOMWHAHWNSA; NoCre CMepTU KHArMHN OH cTaparncsa He aymaTtb 0 Hel. Ho y Hukonas octaBanoch
YyBCTBO MpPaBuibHO NPOBEAEHHOW XMU3HW, CbIH BblpacTarn Ha ero rnasax; [asen, HanpoTus,
OLMHOKMI XONOCTSAK, BCTyNan B TO CMYTHOE, CyMepeyHOe BPeEMS, BPEMS COXaneHUn, NMOXOXMX Ha
Hagexabl, Hagexa, NOXOXUX Ha coXxaneHud, Korga MonoLoCTb NPOLLUNa, a CTapoCTb eLle He
HacTana.

OT10 Bpems Obino TpyaHee angd MNaena MNMeTpoBuya, Yem 4ns BCAKOro Apyroro: NoTepsiB CBoe
npoluegLiee, oH Bce noTepsn.

— A He 30BYy Tenepb Tebs B MapbuHO, — ckasan emy ogHaxabl Hukonan NeTpoBuy (OH HasBan
CBOIO EPEBHI0 3TUM UMEHEM B YECTb XeHbl), — Tbl U MPU MOKOMHULIE TaM COCKYYMUICS, a Tenepb
Thbl, 1 AyMato, Tam C TOCKM nponageLlb.

— A 6bIn ewe rnyn n cyeTnus Toraa, — otsevan Nasen MNeTpoBuY, — ¢ TEX NOP A YTOMOHWIICS, €CINK
He noymHen. Tenepb, HANPOTMB, €CMKX Thbl MO3BONULUb, i FOTOB HaBceraa y Tebs nocenuTbCs.

[33]

[34]

— Bot Buanwe nu, EBreHnin, — npomonsun Apkagun, okaH4nmBasa CBOW pacckas, — Kak
Hecrnpaseanueo Tbl cyaulb 0 aage! A yxxe He roBopro O TOM, YTO OH He pa3 Bbipyyarn oTua u3
Genbl, 0OTAaBan emy BCe CBOM AEHbIN, — UMEHWE, Tbl, MOXET OblTb, HE 3HAeLlb, Y HUX He
pasfeneHo, — HO OH BCAKOMY paj NoMOYb U, MeXay NpovnmM, Bcerga BCTyrnaeTcs 3a KPpeCTbsiH;
npaega, roBopsi C HUMU, OH MOPLUUTCA N HIOXaeT OOEKOSOH. ..

— W3BecTHOE geno: HepB.bl, — Nnepebun basapos.

— MoxeT 6bITb, TONBKO Y HEero cepaue npepobpoe. M oH ganeko He rnyn. Kakne oH MHe gasan
nosnesHble COBETbI... OCOBEHHO... 0COOEHHO HAacYeT OTHOLLEHWUI K XEHLLMHaM.

— Ara! Ha cBoem mornoke obxercsi, Ha 4yXxyto Boay AyeT. 3Haem Mbl 370!

— Hy, cnosowm, — npogomkan Apkaguin, — oH rnyboko HecYacTnvB, NOBEPb MHE; NpPe3npaTth ero —
rpeLuHo.

— [a k1o ero npe3npaeT? — Bo3pa3un basapos. — A 4 BCe-Taku cKaxy, YTO YenoBeK, KOTOPbIN BCIO
CBOIO >XM3Hb MOCTAaBUIT HA KapTy XEHCKOW NobBK 1, koraa emy 3ty KapTy younu, packuc u
ONyCTWUACA A0 TOr0, YTO HU Ha YTO HE CTan CnocobeH, aTakon YenoBeK — He MYXX4MHa, HE caMel,.
Tbl roBOpULLb, YTO OH HecHacTNue: Tebe ny4lle 3HaTb; HO AypPb M3 HEro He BCA Bbiwna. S yBEpeH,
YTO OH He WyTA BoobpaxaeT cebsa AenbHbIM YeNOBEKOM, MOTOMY YTO YMTaeT [anuHbALWKY 1 pa3 B
MecsiL, M30aBUT MYXMKa OT IK3EKYLMK.

— [la BCNOMHM ero BocnutaHue, BpeMsi, B KOTOPOE OH XWn, — 3ameTun Apkagun.

— Bocnutanne? — nogxsatnn basapos. — Beskuin yenoBek cam cebs BocnuTaTb JOMKEH — HY XOTb
Kak 1, HanpumMep... A 4TO KacaeTcsa 4O BPEMEHU — OTYEro A OT Hero 3aBuceTb byay? lNyckan xe
ny4lle OHO 3aBUCUT OT MeHs1. HeT, 6paT, 3To BCe pacnyLweHHOCTb, nyctoTa! U yto 3a



TaWHCTBEHHbIE OTHOLUEHUSI MeXOY MY>XYMHOW W XeHLWMHOM? Mbl, pusmnonoru, 3Haem, Kakme aTo
OTHOLLEHMA. Tl NPOLWTYANPYIW-Ka aHAaTOMUIO rnasa: OTKyAa TYT B3ATbCH, KaK Tbl FOBOPULLb,
3arafiloqyHOMYy B3rnsay? 3TO BCe pOMaHTU3M, Yenyxa, rHunb, XygoxecTso. [longem nyywe
CMOTPETb XYyKa.

W oba npuaTtens oTnpasBunuck B kOMHaTy ba3apoBa, B KOTOPOW yxKe ycnen yCTaHOBUTLCH KaKon-
TO MEeOULMHCKO-XUPYPrM4eCcKUin 3anax, CMeLlaHHbIn C 3anaxoM geLweBoro Tabaky.



VI

[39]

OcrtaBuB Hukonas lNeTtpoBnya B kabmHeTe, OH OTNPaBUIICS NO KOpUAOPY, OTAENABLIEMY
nepeaHIo YacTb JOMa OT 3aJHeu, U, MOPaBHSABLUNCL C HU3EHBbKOK ABEPbO, OCTAHOBUIICH B
pasgymbe, nogepran cebe ycbl 1 NOCTyyancs B Hee.

— KTo Tam? Bongute, — pasgancsa ronoc GeHeuyku.

— 9710 4, — nporosopwvn NMNaeen MNeTpoBu4d 1 oTBOPUIN ABEPD.

deHeyka BCckoYmMna co cTyna, Ha KOTOPOM OHa ycenacb CO CBOUM pebeHKoM, 1, nepeaas ero Ha
PYKM OEBYLLKW, KOTOPAsA TOTHAC e BblHECNA ero BOH U3 KOMHaTbl, TOPOMNBO Nonpasuia CBOK
KOCBbIHKY.

- N3BuHUTE, ecnu g nomeluan, — Hayan Nasen NeTpoBuY, He MAAA Ha Hee, — MHE XOTenocb
TOMbKO NONPOCUTL BacC... CErOAHS, KaXeTcs, B ropo NocbInatoT... BENUTE KyNUTb A5 MEHS
3eMeHoro yato.

— Cnywato-c, — otBevana deHeuka, — CKOJIbKO NpuUKaxeTe KynuTb?

— [a nondpyHTa goBonbHO ByaeT, g nonarato. A y Bac 34€eCb, 1 BUXY, NnepemMeHa, — npubaBun oH,
GpocmB BOKpYr BbICTPbIV B3rna4, KOTOPbIA CKOMb3HYM M No nuuy deHeykn. — 3aHaBeckun BOT, —
NPOMONBWI OH, BUAS, YTO OHAa €ro He NOHNMAaET.

— Na-c, 3aHaBecku; Hukonaw NeTpoBuY Ham MX NoXanosar; Aa Y>X OHU JaBHO MOBELLEHbI.

—[a v ay Bac gaBHo He 6bin. Tenepb y Bac 34eCb O4EHb XOPOLLIO.

— No munoctu Hukonas MNeTtpoBunya, — wenHyna deHevka.

— Bam 3gecb nyywe, 4em B npexHeMm cdonurenske? — cnpocun MNaeen MNMeTposuy BeXnNnBo, HO 6e3
mManewnwen ynoibku.

— KoHeuHo, ny4uwe-c.

— Koro Tenepb Ha BaLle MecTo NnoMecTunm?

— Tenepb Tam npayku.

- Al

MaBen NMeTpoBny ymornk. «Tenepb ynaeT», — agymana deHeyka, HO OH He yXoaus, U OHa cTosna
nepea HUM Kak BKonaHHas, crnabo nepebupas nanbLamu.

— OTyero Bbl Bernenu Ballero ManeHbKoro BbIHeCTU? — 3arosopun HakoHel Nasen MNMeTposuy. — A
nobnto AeTen: NoKaxKnuTe-ka MHe ero.

deHeuka BCs NoKpacHena ot cmyLeHnsa u oT pagoctu. OHa 6osanack MNaesna MNeTpoBuya: oH NoYTH
HUKOr4a He roBopus C HEN.

Bbl).

deHeuka Hanpasunack K ABepw.

— [la Bce paBHoO, — 3ameTun Naen NeTpoBuu.

— A cenyac, — otBeTMna PeHeyka 1 NPOBOPHO BbILLINA.

[36]

Ctpenbuos

[37]

— Jkomn ByTy3, — cHMCxoguTenbHO nporosopun Masen MNeTpoBuY 1 NoLwlekoTan ABOKWHON
noaboponok MnTn KOHLOM ANWHHOIO HOITS Ha yKa3aTenbHOM nanbue; pebeHoK ycTaBuncsa Ha
ymxKa 1 3acmesncs.



— 9310 gaas, — npomonsuna deHeyka, CKIMOHSAS K HEMY CBO€ NLO U Crnerka ero BCTpsixusas,
Mexay Tem Kak [lyHsila TUXOHBKO CTaBuia Ha OKHO 3aXOKEHHYHO KYPUTENbHYHO CBEYKY,
NoAMOXWUBLLM NOA Hee rpoL.

— Ckonbko, buwb, emy mecsaueB? — cnpocun Nasen MNeTposny.

— LLlecTb MecsiLEeB; CKOPO BOT ceabMOW nNomnaeT, oagMHHaaLaToro ymcna.

— He BocbMmoli nu, ®egocbs HukonaeBHa? — He 6e3 pobocTn BMelwanack JyHsiwa.

— HeT, cegbmon; kak MOXHO! — PebeHOK onATb 3acMesancs, yCTaBuncs Ha CyHAyK U BAPYr CXBaTun
CBOI MaTb BCEO NSATEPHEN 3a HOC U 3a rydbl. — banoBHUK, — nporoBopuna dPeHeuka, He
oToaBuras nuua oT ero nanbLes.

— OH noxox Ha 6paTa, — 3ameTtun Nasen MNMeTpoBuy.

«Ha koro x emy un noxoguTtb?» — nogymana deHeuka.

— [a, — npogomkan, kak 6bl roBopsi ¢ camum cobown, MNasen MNeTpoBuY, — HECOMHEHHOE CXOACTBO.
OH BHMMaTErNbHO, NOYTU NevYanbHO NocMoTpen Ha PeHeuky.

— OT0 oaas, — NOBTOpUNa OHa, yXXe LEeNOTOM.

— Al Naeen! BoT rae Tol! — pasgancs sapyr ronoc Hukonas MNeTtpoBuya.

Masen NeTpoBMY TOPONNNBO OBEPHYICA N HAXMypWIcs; HO 6paT ero Tak pagoCcTHO, C TaKOK
GnarogapHOCTbIO rMS4en Ha Hero, YTo OH HE MOr HE OTBETUTb MY YIbIOKOW.

— CnaBHbI y Te6A Manb4vyraH, — NPOMOJSIBUI OH U MOCMOTPES Ha Yackl, — a 9 3aBepHyn ctoa
HacyeT Yalo...

W, npnHaB paBHOAYLWHOE BblpaxkeHue, [Nasen NeTpoBmY TOTYAaC Xe Bbllen BOH N3 KOMHaTbI.

— Cam cob6oto 3awen? — cnpocun ®eHeuky Hukonaw MNeTtposuny.

— Camu-c; nocTy4yanucb 1 BoLUNW.

— Hy, a Apkawa 6onbLue y Tebs He 6bin?

— He 6bin. He nepentn nn mHe BoO donurens, Hukonai MNeTtpoBny?

— OT0 3a4em?

— A aymato, He nyywe nu 6yaeTt Ha nepBoe BPeEMS.

— H... HeT, — npounsHec ¢ 3annHkon Hukonawm MeTtpoBuy n notep cebe nob. — Hago 6bino
npexage... 34paBCcTByM, Ny3blpb, — MPOrOBOPUIT OH C BHE3AMHbLIM OXMBIIEHNEM U, NPUBN3NBLLMCH
K pebeHkKy, nouenosan ero B LLEKy; NOTOM OH HarHysfca HEMHOrO 1 NPUIOXun rybbl K PeHeYKNHOM
pyke, 6enesLuen, Kak MOSIOKO, Ha KpacHon pybailedke MuTu.

— Hukonaw lNeTpoBuy! 4TO Bbl 3TO? — NponeneTana oHa 1 onycTuna rrnasa, noTOM TUXOHbKO
nogHana ux... lNpenectHo 6bINo BblpaXeHne ee rnas, korga oHa rnagena kak 6ol ncnoanobbs aa
nocMenBanach flackoBO M HEMHOXKO Nyro.

Hukonan MeTpoBuny nosHakomunca ¢ PeHeukor cnegytowmm obpasom. OgHaxabl, roga Tpu Tomy
Hasag, eMy MpuLLIoCb HOYEBATb Ha NOCTOANIOM ABOpE B OTAANEHHOM ye3aHoM ropoge. Ero
NPUSTHO Nopasunna YMCToTa OTBE4EHHON eMy KOMHAaTbI, CBEXECTb NOCTENBLHOro 6enbs. «YX He
HemKa nn 34ecb X03AnKa?» — MPULLNO eMy Ha MbICIb; HO XO351UKOW OKa3aracbk pycckas, XeHLlwmHa
neT NATNMAECATN, ONPSATHO ofeTas, ¢ 6naroobpasHbiM YMHbIM NIMLOM U CTEMEHHOK peybto. OH
pas3roBopuUricAa C Her 3a YaeM; O4eHb OHa eMy NnoHpasunack. Hukonau NeTpoBuY B TO Bpems
TONbKO YTO NEPECENUIICS B HOBYIO CBO ycaably u, He xenasa aepxatb npu cebe KpenoCTHbIX
ngen, uckan HaemMHbIX; X0351Ka, C CBOEN CTOPOHbI, XarnoBarachb Ha Maroe YMCno NpoesxarLmnx
B ropofe, Ha Tshkenble BpeMeHa; OH NpeasioxXnn en nocTynuTb K HeMy B IOM B Ka4ecTBe



3KOHOMKM; OHa cornacunacb. Myx y Hell IaBHO yMep, OCTaBMB el OOHY TOSMbKO A04b, PeHeukKy.
Hepnenu 4yepes aee ApuHa CaBuiiHa (Tak 3Bany HOBYIO 9KOHOMKY) Npubbina BMecTe ¢ JoYepbio B
MapbuHo 1 nocenunack Bo cdonureneke. Beibop Hukonas MNMeTpoBuya okasancs yaadHbiM. ApvHa
3aBena nopsaok B gome. O ®eHeuke, KOTOPOU TOrAa MUHYI YXXe ceMHaguaTbI rof, HUKTO He
roBOPpUI, U pedkuin ee BUAEN: OHa Xurna TUXOHLKO, CKPOMHEHBKO, U TONBbKO NO BOCKPECEHbAM
Hukonan MNeTpoBuny 3ameyan B NpMXOACKON LEPKBU, rae-HNMbyab B CTOPOHKE, TOHKUA Npodunb ee
6eneHbkoro nuua. Tak npowno 6onee roga.

B ogHo yTpo ApuHa aBunack kK Hemy B KaBUHET 1, MO OObIKHOBEHNIO HU3KO MOKOHUBLUUCH,
crpocuna ero, He MOXeT N OH NMOMOYb €€ J04Ke, KOTOPOM UCKpa M3 NeYku nonana B rnas.
Hwukonai NeTpoBu4, Kak Bce goMocebl, 3aHUMAarICA NIeYeHnemM 1 gaxe Bbinucan
romeonaTuyeckyto anteyky. OH ToTyac Benen ApuHe npmecty 60MbHY0. Y3HaB, 4To GapuH ee
30BeT, PeHeyka oYeHb nepeTpycunack, 0gHaKko nowuna 3a matepbto. Hukonawm NetpoBuy noasen
ee K OKHY 1 B34n ee obenmn pykamu 3a ronosy. PaccmMoTpeB XOPOLLEHBbKO ee NOKPacHEeBLUNA U
BOCMarneHHbIN rrnas, oH nponvcan en NpMMoYKy, KOTOPYHO TYT XXe cam COCTasuIl, U, pa3opBas Ha
YacTu CBOW NNaTokK, Nokasan eun, Kak Hago npyMmadmeaTh. PeHeyka BbicnyLlana ero n xorena
BbITU. «[louenyin xe pyyky y 6apuHa, rnyneHbkaa», — ckasana ev ApmHa. Hukonawn lNMetpoBudy He
Aan en CBOen pykn 1, CKOHGY3MBLUNCb, CaM NoLenoBan ee B HAaKNOHEHHYIO ronosy, B Npobop.
deHeykrH rnas cKkopo BbI3AOPOBES, HO BrieYaTrieHne, NponsseaeHHoe el Ha Hukonas
MeTpoBunya, NPoOLLNO He cKkopo. EMy Bce MepeLmnoch 3To Yuctoe, HexHoe, 6053nmMBo
NPUNOLHATOE NULI0; OH YyBCTBOBAI MO NafoOHSAMU PYK CBOUX 3TN MATKUE BOJIOCHI, BUAEN 3TN
HEBMHHbIE, Crierka packpbiTble rybbl, 3-3a KOTOPbIX BNAXXHO 6AMCTANM Ha COMHLE XXEMYYXHble
3y6Ku.

OH Havan ¢ 6onbLIUMM BHUMaHUEM MAAeTb Ha Hee B LiepKBU, CTapancs 3aroBapueatb C HeEl.
CHauana oHa ero guuyunacb n ogHaxabl, nepes Be4epoM, BCTPETUB €ro Ha Y3KOW TPOMUHKE,
NMPOOXeHHOW reLexogamMmu Yepes pxxaHoe rnore, 3aiuna B BbICOKYH, N'YCTYO POXb, MOPOCLLYHO
MOMbIHBIO U BacunbkaMu, 4TOObl TOMBKO HE nonacTbcsa eMy Ha rnasa. OH yBuaan ee rofoBky
CKBO3b 30J10TYIO CETKY KONOCbEB, OTKYya OHa BbiCMaTtpuBara, Kak 3Bepok, 1 NackoBO KPUKHYI ei:
— 3apascTByi, PeHeuykal A He Kycarocs.

— 34paBCcTByNTE, — NpoLlenTana oHa, He BbIXo4s U3 CBOewn 3acafbl.

lNoHemHoOry oHa cTana npuBblkaTb K HEMY, HO BCe eLle pobena B ero npucyTCTBUN, Kak BOPYT ee
MaTb, ApuHa, ymepna oT xonepbl. Kyaa 6bino geBatbca ®eHeuvke? OHa HacnegoBana OT CBOEMN
mMaTepu noboBb K NOPSAKY, pacCyanTenbHOCTb U CTENEHHOCTb; HO OHa Bbina Tak Mmonoaa, Tak
oauHoka; Hukonaw MNeTpoBuny 6611 cam Takon Jo6pbIn U CKPOMHBIN... OcTanbHOe A0CKa3biBaTh
Heyero...

— Tak-Taku 6paT Kk Tebe n Bowen? — cnpawwnsan ee Hukonawn NMeTpoBud. — MNMocTyyancsa u Bowen?
- [Ha-c.

— Hy, ato xopowo. [lan-ka MHe nokadatb MuTio.

N Hukonawn NMeTpoBny Hayan ero nogdpackiBaTb NOYTM NO4 CaMblii NOTOMOK, K BENIMKOMY
YyAOBOMNbCTBUIO MAMNOTKU N K Hemanomy 6ecnokorncTBy MaTepu, KoTopasi, pu BCAKOM ero B3neTe,
npoTsireBana pyku K 0O6Ha)aBLUMMCA €ro HOXKaM.

[38]



IX

B TOT e aeHb n basapos nosHakomuncsa ¢ ®eHeuvkon. OH BMecTe ¢ Apkaguem xoawn no cagy u
TONKoBan emy, NoYeMy MHble aepeBua, 0CO6eHHO AyOKM, HE NPUHSANUCS.

— Hapo cepebpuctbix Tononen nobonblue 30ecb caxatb, Aa ok, Aa, noxanyu, Mok,
noabasmBLIn YepHo3eMy. BoH 6eceaka npuHanacb XopoLo, — npubasun oH, — NOTOMY YTO akaums
Aa cupeHb — pebata pobpele, yxona He TpebytoT. ba! ga TyT KTO-TO eCThb.

B 6ecepnke cnpena ®eHeuka ¢ [lyHawen n Muten. bazapos octaHoBuncs, a Apkaguin KUBHynN
ronosoto deHeuke, Kak cTapbli 3HAKOMBbINA.

— K10 3107 — cnpocun ero basapos, kak TONbKO OHKU nNpoLwnn Mnumo. — Kakasa xopolueHbkas!

— [a Tbl 0 KOM roBopuLLIbL?

— VI3BeCTHO 0 KOM: 04Ha TOSbKO XOPOLLEHbKas.

Apkagui, He 6e3 3amellaTenbCcTBa, 00BACHUI eMy B KOPOTKMX CrioBax, KTo 6bina deHeuka.

— Ara! — npomoneun basapos. — Y TBoero otuya, BUAHo, ryba He gypa. A OH MHe HpaBUTCS, TBOW
oTeu, en-er! OH monogey. OgHako Hago NO3HAKOMUTLCS, — NPUBAaBKU OH M OTNPaBUNCS Ha3ag, K
Gecenke.

— EBrenuni! — c ucnyrom kpukHyn emy socnea Apkaami. — OctopoxHen, pagm 6ora.

— He BonHymcs, — nporosopun basapos, — Hapog Mbl TEPTLIA, B ropogax KuBarsu.

Mpubnussace Kk PeHeuyke, OH CKUHYN KapTys.

— [No3BonbTe NpeacTaBUTLCA, — HaYar OH C BEXITMBLIM MOKIOHOM, — Apkaauio Hukonaesunyy
npuaTenb U YenoBeK CMUPHBIN.

deHeuka NpUNoAHSNAacb CO CKaMerku 1 rnagerna Ha Hero Monya.

— Kakown pebeHok yygecHbli! — npogormkan basapos. — He 6ecnokonTech, 9 eLe HUKOro He
crnaswn. YTo 310 y Hero wekn Takme KpacHble? 3yOku, 4To nn, npopesarnTca?

— [a-c, — npomoneuna deHeuka. — YeTBepo 3yOKOB Yy HEro y)Xe Npope3anuchb, a Tenepb BOT AECHbI
ONATb NPUNYXIIN.

— MNokaxuTe-Ka... [1a Bbl He BOMTECDH, 1 AOKTOP.

Baszapos B3sin Ha pyku pebeHka, KOTOpbIN, K yanBneHuno n ®eHevkn n JyHswmn, He okasan
HUKaKOro CornpoTUBMEHNA N HE UCMyrarcs.

— Bwxy, Buxy... Hudero, Bce B nopsagke: 3ybactbin 6yaet. ECnun 4to cnyyuntcs, ckaxute mHe. A
camu Bbl 300POBbI?

— 3gopoBa, cnaea 6ory.

— CnaBa 6ory — nyywe Bcero. A Bbl? — npubasun basapos, obpawjasnch k JyHswe.

[AyHswwa, geByllIKa O4eHb CTpOras B XopoMax U XOXOTYHbSl 32 BOPOTaMU, TONMbKO (ObIPKHYIa emy B
OTBeT.

— Hy n npekpacHo. BoT Bam Baw 6oratbipb.

deHeuka npuHana pebeHka k cebe Ha pyku.

— Kak oH y Bac TUXo cuaen, — npomoriBura oHa Brosrosioca.

— Y MeHs1 BCe JeTu TUXO CuadaT, — oTBeyarn basapoB, — A Takyto LUTYKY 3Halo.

— [leTn 4yBCTBYIOT, KTO MUX MOBUT, — 3ameTnna QyHsawa.

— JTO TOYHO, — noagTBepaunna deHevka. — Bot 1 MuTa, K MUHOMY HU 3@ YTO Ha PYKU He nonger.

— A KO MHe nongeT? — cnpocun Apkaaun, KOTOpbIW, MOCTOSIB HEKOTOPOE BPEMS B OTAANEHUMN,
npnbnuannca k 6ecegke. OH nomaHun kK cebe MuTio, HO MUTSt OTKMHYN ronoBY Ha3ag 1 3anuLiarn,



4YTO OYEHb CMYTUITO DEHEYKY.

— B gpyron pas, korga npuBbIKHYTb YCMNEEeT, — CHACXOAUTENbHO Npomonsun Apkaaui, n oba
npuaTens yaanunucs.

— Kak, 6uwwb, ee 30ByT? — cnpocun basapos.

— ®eHeykon... Pegocben, — oTBETUN ApKaanid.

— A no GaTiowwke?.. 3TO TOXKE HYXHO 3HaTb.

— HukonaesHon.

— Bene

[39]

— OHa-To npaBa, — 3ameTun Apkagum, — HO BOT OTeL, MOW. ..

— W oH npas, — nepebun basapos.

— Hy, HeT, 9 He Haxoxy.

— BuaHo, nUWHUM HacnegHUYeK HaMm He Mo HyTpy?

— Kak Tebe He CcTblgHO Npeanonaratb BO MHE Takue mbicnu! — ¢ xxapom nogxsatun Apkagui. — £
He C 9TOM TOYKM 3PEHMSA NOYMTAl0 OTLA HENPAaBbLIM; 1 HAXOXY, YTO OH AOMKEH Obl XXEHUTbLCA Ha
Hewn.

— Jre-re! — cnokonHo nporosopun basapos. — BoT Mbl kakve BenvkoayLwHble! Tel npyaaeLls ewe
3HayeHne Bpaky; a9 aToro ot Tebs He oxumaan.

Mpuatenu caenany HECKONbKO LLAroB B MONYaHbE.

— Bupen a Bce 3aBeieHnda TBOEro oTuya, — Havan onate basapos. — CKOT nnoxoun, n nowagu
pa3butble. CTpPOEHNS TOXe NOArynanun, n paboTHMKM CMOTPAT OTbABMEHHBIMU NIEHMBLAMU; @
ynpasnsaoowmin nnbo gypak, nmbo nnyT, 1 ewe He pa3obpan XOpOoLLIEHBLKO.

— Ctpor xe Tbl cerogHs, EBreHnin Bacunbunu.

— W no6pble MyXn4vkn HagytoT TBOEro oTua BCeHenpeMeHHo. 3Haellb NOroBOpKy: «Pycckuin Myxumk
Gora cnonaet».

— # HaumnHato cornawaTtbes ¢ aaaeun, — sameTun Apkagum, — Tl peLunTeNbHO OYPHOrO MHEHUS O
PYCCKUX.

— Oka BaXXHOCTb! PycCkuii 4enoBeK TOMbKO TEM M XOPOLL, YTO OH camM O cebe NpecKBepHOro
MHeHus. BaxHo TO, 4TO ABaxAbl ABa YeTbipe, a OcTalnlbHOEe BCE NMYCTAKN.

— W npupopga nyctsku? — nporosopust Apkaauin, 3agyMymBo rmsada Baanb Ha nectpble rnons,
KpacuBO U MArKO OCBELLEHHbIE YK€ HEBbICOKUM COJSTHLEM.

— VI npupoga nycTsiku B TOM 3Ha4Ye€HUU, B KaKOM Thbl ee NoHnmaelwsb. [Npupoga He xpam, a
MacTepckasi, U YenoBek B HEW paboTHUK.

MepgnuTtenbHble 3BYKM BUOMNOHYENN JONEeTENN 4O HUX U3 IOMY B 3TO camoe MrHoBeHue. KTo-T1o
urpan ¢ YyBCTBOM, XOTSI M HEOMbITHOK pykot «OxuaaHne» LLybepTta, n megom pasnueanacb no
BO3yXy CnaZiocTHas mMenogus.

— JTO YTO? — NPOU3HeC C n3ymneHnem basapos.

— 910 OTew,

— TBoW oTey urpaet Ha BUONOHYENN?

- [a.

— [la ckonbko TBOemy oTuy net?



— Copok 4eTblpe.

Basapos BOpyr pacxoxoTarncs.

— Yemy Xxe Tbl cMeeLbea?

[40]

BasapoB npogomkan xoxoTaTb; HO Apkagui, Kak HM Gnarorosen nepeg cBOUM y4uTenem, Ha 3ToT
pas gaxe He ynblbHyncs.



X
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HacTtynunu nyywve aHn B rogy — nepsble OHU UIOHS. [loroga ctosina npekpacHas; npasaa,
n3ganu rpo3unach onaTb XOnepa, HO XUTENU ... rybepHumn ycnenm yxxe npuBbIKHYTb K €€
nocewleHusiM. basapoB BcTaBan o4eHb paHO M OTNPaBASANCSa BepPCThbl 3a AABe, 32 TpW, He ryndatb —
OH nporynok 6e3 uenun TepneTb He Mor, — a cobupaTtb TpaBbl, HACEKOMbIX. VIHOrga oH 6pan ¢
cobon Apkagus. Ha Bo3aBpaTHOM nNyTu Y HUX OObIKHOBEHHO 3aBA3bIBancs cnop, n Apkagun
06bIKHOBEHHO OcTaBarsncs nobexaeHHbIM, XoTa roBopun 6onblue CBOEro ToBapuua.

OpHaxabl OHM Kak-TO JOMro 3amelukanuck; Hukonam NMeTpoBuy Bbilen K HUM HaBCTpeYy B caj u,
nopaeHABLUMCE C Beceakon, BAPYr ycnbiwan O6bICTpble Wwarn u ronoca 06omx MonoabiX Noaen.
OHM Wwnun nNo Ty CTOpoHy 6eceakn 1 He MOrnn ero BUAETb.

— Tbl OTUa HEQOCTAaTOYHO 3HaELUb, — roBOPU ApKaani.

Hukonaw MeTpoBu4 nputanncs.

— Teon oTey 4o6pbIN Manbin, — npomonsun basapos, — HO OH YeNOBEK OTCTABHOW, €ro NeceHka
cneTa.

Hukonai MNeTpoBuY NPUHKUK yXOM. .. Apkaanin HUYEro He oTeevan.

«OTCcTaBHOM YenoBeK» MOCTOANT MUHYThI BE€ HEMOABWXHO U MeASIEHHO nonnencs JOMOW.

— TpeTbero gHs, 9 cMOTpIo, OH [NyLKkMHa yMTaeT, — npogormkan mexay Tem basapos. — PacTtonkyu
emMy, NoXanymncra, 4To 3TO HUKyaa He roguTcs. Beab oH He Manbyumk: nopa 6pocuTb 3Ty epyHay. U
0XOTa e OblTb POMAHTMKOM B HblHeLHee Bpema! [dan emy 4To-HMOyab AenbHOE noYnTathb.

— YT0 GBI eMY AaTh? — cnpocun Apkagui.

[42]

— A cam Tak gymato, — 3ameTun ogobputensHo Apkaaui. — «Stoff und Kraft» HanncaHo
NonynsipHbIM A3bIKOM.

— BoT kak mbl ¢ TOBOI, — roBOpUn B TOT Xe AeHb, nocne obena Hukonai NeTtposny cesoemy bpary,
CVAS y Hero B kabuHeTe: — B OTCTaBHbIE NI0AM Nonann, NneceHka Hawa cneta. Yto x? Moxet
ObITb, BasapoB 1 npae; HO MHe, NpU3HaKOCb, OAHO BONbLHO: A HAAEANCA UMEHHO TEMEPb TECHO U
APYXeCKn cCoONTUCb ¢ Apkaguem, a BbIXOOUT, YTO S OcTarncs Hasaaw, OH yLien Bnepea, v NoHATb
Mbl APYr Apyra He MOXeM.

— [la noyemy oH ywen Bnepen? M 4em OH OT HAC TaK Y O4YeHb OTNNYaAEeTCA? — C HEeTEpPneHMeMm
BOCKNukHyn NMaeen MNeTpoBuny. — 3T0 BCE eMY B rofioBy CUHLOP 3TOT BOWUM, HUTMAUCT 3TOT.
HeHaBWXy s 3TOro fnekapuLuky; no-Moemy, OH MPOCTO LapriataH; 1 YyBepeH, YTO CO BCEMU CBOVMU
NArywKamm oH 1 B oM3nKe Heganeko yulern.

— Hert, 6par, Tbl aTOro He roBopwu: baszapoB ymeH 1 3HatoL,.

— W camontobue kakoe npoTuBHOe, — nepebun onsatb NMasen MNeTposuny.

KpacHbIM

— OT0 novemy?

— A BoT noyemy. CerogHs s cuxy aa untaro NyLwkuHa. .. noMHUTCA, «LbliraHe» MHe nonanuce...
Bopyr Apkagmin nogxoguT KO MHE Y MOJYa, C 9TakMM NTAaCKOBbIM COXarneHnem Ha nuue, TUXOHBKO,
Kak y pebeHka, OTHAN y MEHS KHUTY 1 MOSOXNN Nepeao MHOW APYryto, HEMELKYIO... YNbIGHYNCS 1
ywern, u lNywknHa yHec.



— Bor kak! Kakyto xe oH kHury Tebe gan?

— Bort ary.

[43]

MaBen NeTpoBnY nosepTen ee B pykax.

— 'm! — npomblyan oH. — Apkagnin Hnkonaesu4d 3ab60TUTCA 0 TBOEM BOCMUTaHMW. YTO X, Thbl
npobosan ynTtaTb?

— lNpoGoean.

— Hy n yto xe?

- JInbo s rnyn, nnb6o aTo BCce — B3a0p. [JOMmKHO ObITb, S rayn.

— [a Tbl no-Hemeukn He 3abbin? — cnpocun MNasen MNeTpoBuy.

— £ no-HemeLKn NoOHUMato.

MaBen NeTpoBMY ONATL NOBEPTEN KHUTY B pyKax U nucnognobbs B3rnaHyn Ha 6pata. Oba
nomMosnyanu.

— [a, kctatn, — Havyan Hukonaw NeTpoBuY, BUAUMO Xenas nepeMeHnTb pasroBop. — A nonyymn
nucbmo ot KonasuHa.

— O1 MatBes Unbnya?

— OT Hero. OH npuexan B*** peBusoBatb rydbepHuto. OH Tenepb B Ty3bl BbilWEN U NULWET MHE, YTO
Xenaert, No-poACTBEHHOMY, NOBMAATLCA C HAMW U NpUrnawaeT Hac ¢ Tobon n ¢ Apkagnem B
ropog.

— Tol noegewb? — cnpocun MNasen NeTpoBuy.

— Hert; a 7b1?

— W g He noepny. O4veHb HYXXHO TalMUTLCS 3a NATbAECAT BEPCT Kucens ectb. Mathieu xoueTt
nokasaTbCsa HaMm BO BCeW CBOeN cnaee; Y4epT ¢ Hum! Byaet ¢ Hero rybepHckoro ommmnama,
obonpgetcs 6e3 Hawero. M Benuka BaxXHOCTb, TanHbI coBeTHUK! Ecnn 6 g npogomkan cnyxuTb,
TAHYTb 3TY rAynyo NAMKY, S 6bl Tenepb 6bin reHepan-agblTaHTOM. [pUTOM e Mbl ¢ TOGOoM
OTCTaBHbIE NtOaN.

— [a, 6paT; BuaHo, nopa rpob 3akasbiBaTb M PYyYKM CKNadbiBaTb KPECTOM Ha rpyan, — 3aMeTusn co
B340xoM Hukonaw lNeTpoBuny.

— Hy, a Tak ckopo He caamcs, — npobopmoTan ero 6paTt. — Y Hac ewe 6yaeTt cxBaTka C 9TUM
nekapem, s 9T0 NpeayyBCTBYIO.

CxBaTka npousoLuna B TOT e [eHb 3a BevyepHUM YaeM. [1asen [NeTpoBuY cowen B FOCTUHYIO YXe
roToBbI K 6010, pasgpakeHHblr 1 pemnTenbHbin. OH XXaan ToNbKo npeanora, YTobbl HAKMHYTLCA
Ha Bpara; HO npeasior 4ONro He npeacraenancs. baszapos BoobLe roBopun Mano B NpUCyTCTBUN
«cTapun4ykoB KupcaHoBbIxX» (Tak OH Ha3bliBan oboux 6paTbeB), a B TOT BEYEp OH YyBCTBOBan cebs
He B JyXe M Mos4ya BbinvBan Yalluky 3a vawkoin. [1aBen NeTpoBu4y BeCb ropen HeTeprneHnem; ero
XenaHus cobINnCb HakoHel,

Peub 3awna 06 ogHOM 13 coceaHnX NOMELLMKOB. «[psHb, apMCTOKPATULLIKO», — PaBHOLYLUHO
3ameTun basapos, KOoTOpbIN BCTpeyvanca ¢ Hum B lNetepbypre.

— MNMo3BonbTe Bac cnpocutb, — Havan MNasen NMNeTpoBud, 1 rybbl ero 3agpoxanu, — No Banum
NOHATUAM CINOBA: «APSHb» U «apUCTOKpaT» OL4HO U TO e 03HavarT?

— 7 ckasan: «apuCTOKpaTULLKO», — nporoBopun basapos, NeHnBo oTxnebbiBasi rMOTOK Yato.



cBOU
— Cnbixanun mMbl 3Ty NECHI0 MHOro pas, — Bo3pa3urn basapoB, — HO YTO Bbl XOTUTE 3TUM AoKasaTb?
apTUM

agTO,

3XTO:

apTUM
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— MosBonbTe, MNaBen MNMeTpoBuy, — npomoneun basapos, — Bbl BOT yBaxkaeTe cebsa n cugute cnoxa
PYKW; Kakas X OT 3Toro nonb3a ang bien public? Bel 661 He yBaxkanu cebs v To xe Obl genanmu.
MaBen NMeTpoBn4y nobneaHen.

— OT0 coBepLueHHO apyror Bonpoc. MHe BoBCce He NpuxoauTcst 00 bACHATL BaM Tenepb, NoyYemy s
CUXKY CNoXa PyKu, Kak Bbl U3BOSIUTE BblpaXaTbCH. S X04y TOMbKO CkasaTb, YTO apuCTOKpaTU3M —
npuHcun, a 6e3 NPMHCKNOB XUTb B HaLLE BPEMSI MOTyT O4HU 6e3HPaBCTBEHHbIE NN NYCTblE NOAMN.
£ rosopun 310 Apkaauio Ha Apyrov AeHb ero npuesna v noBTopsto Tenepb BaM. He Tak nu,
Hwukonan?

Hukonaw NeTpoBMY KMBHYN rONOBOW.

— ApuctokpaTtnsm, nubepanuam, nporpecc, NpUHUUNbI, — roBopun mexay tem basapos, —
nogymMmaellb, CKOSIbKO MHOCTPaHHbIX... 1 6ecnonesHbix cnos! Pycckomy 4enoBeky OHM 4apoM He
HY>KHbI.

— YT0 Xe emy HyXHO, no-sawwemy? NocnywaTb Bac, Tak Mbl HAXOOMMCS BHE YenoBeyecTBa, BHE
ero 3akoHoB. [lomunyrite — nornka ncropum Tpebyer...

— [a Ha 4To Ham aTa noruka? Mbl n 6e3 Hee obxogmmcs.

— Kak tak?

— [a TaK xe. Bbl, 1 HagerCb, He Hy)xaaeTech B NIOTUKe A Toro, YToObl NONoXunTe cebe Kycok
xneba B poT, Koraa Bbl ronogHbl. Kyga Ham o aTnx otBneveHHocTen!

MaBen NeTpoBMY B3MaxHyn pykamu.

— 7 Bac He noHuMmato nocne atoro. Bel ockopbnsieTe pycckuin Hapod. A He NoOHMMAato, Kak MOXHO
He Npu3HaBaTb NPUHCUNOB, Npasus! B cuny 4ero e Bbl encTByeTe?

— £ yxxe roBopun Bam, gagoLlka, YTo Mbl HE NPU3HAEM aBTOPUTETOB, — BMeLLanca Apkaani.

— MbI gerictByemM B cuny Toro, 4To Mbl NpU3Haém nonesHbiM, — npomoneun basapos. — B
TernepeluHee BpeM4 nosnesHee BCEro oTpuuaHue — Mbl oTpuLaem.

— Bce?

— Bce.

— Kak? He TONbKO UCKYCCTBO, MO33MI0... HO U... CTPALUHO BbIMOJIBUTD. ..

— Bce, — ¢ HeBbIpasnmbIM cnokoncTeuemM nosTopun basapos.

MaBen NMeTpoBuy yctaBuncsa Ha Hero. OH 3TOro He oxuaan, a Apkaguin jaxe nokpacHen ot
YyOOBOJSbCTBUS.

— OpgHako nossonbTe, — 3arosopun Hukonaw MNMeTtposBud. — Bel Bce oTpuuyaeTe, Unu, Bblpaxaachb
TOYHee, Bbl BCe paspyLwlaeTe... [la Beab HagobHO e n CTpouTb.

— OTO yXe He Hawe gerno... CnepBa HY)XHO MECTO pacYUCTUTb.

— CoBpeMeHHOoe COCTOosiHME Hapoga 3Toro TpebyeT, — ¢ BaXXHOCTb0 Npubasun Apkagui, — Mbl
AOJDKHbI UCMONHATL 9T TpeboBaHWA, Mbl HE UMEeM NpaBa NpeaaBaTbCs YAOBNETBOPEHUIO



NINYHOr o 3romsma.

OTa nocnegHasa dpasa, BUAMMO, He NoHpaBunack basaposy; OoT Hee Besno unocoduren, To ectb
pomaHTuamom, nbo basapos n pmnocoduio HasbiBan POMaHTU3MOM; HO OH HE MOYEnN 3a Hy>XHoe
onpoBepraTb CBOEro Mosfiooro y4eHuka.

— HeT, HeT! — BOCKNUKHYN C BHe3anHbIM nopbiBoM [1aBen [NeTpoBuy, — 9 He Xo4y BEPUTD, YTO Bbl,
rocnoga, TOYHO 3HaeTe PYCCKUI Hapon, YTO Bbl NpeACcTaBUTENM €ro NnoTpebHOCTEN, ero
cTpemneHui! Het, pyccknin Hapoa He Takon, KakuMm Bbl ero BoobpaxaeTte. OH CBATO YTUT
npeaaHns, OH — NaTpuapxanbHbli, OH HE MOXET XnUTb 6e3 Bepbl...

3TOM

— A ecnu A npas...

— Wl BCce-Takn 9TO HMYEero He JokasbiBaeT.

— VIMeHHO HM4ero He gokasbiBaeT, — NOBTOpUN ApKaaun ¢ yBEPEHHOCTUIO OMNbITHOMO LWaxMaTHOro
Urpoka, KoTopbl Npeasuaen onacHbI1, No-BUAMMOMY, XO4 NPOTUBHMKA Y MOTOMY HUCKOSTbKO He
CMYTUICS.

— Kak Hmnuero He fokasbiBaeT? — npobopmoTan naymnenHoli Nasen MNMetpoBuy. — Ctano 6biTb, Bbl
naeTe NpoTMB CBOEro Hapoaa?

— A xoTb 6bl 1 Tak? — BocknukHyn basapos. — Hapoa nonaraet, 4To Koraa rpom rpemuT, aTo Unba
NPOPOK B KonecHuue no Heby pasbedxaeT. YUTto x? MHe cornawaTtbcsa ¢ HUM? [Ja npuTom — OH
pyCCKUI, a pasBe s cam He PYCCKUN?

— HeT, Bbl He pycckuin nocne BCero, YTo Bbl cernyac ckasanu! A Bac 3a pycckoro npusHaTtb He
Mory.

— Mow gep 3emnto naxan, — ¢ HAQQMEHHOK ropgocTuo oteedan basapos. — CnpocuTe nboro 13
BaLLMX X€ MYXWKOB, B KOM U3 HAaC — B BaC UM BO MHE — OH CKOpee MNpu3HaeT COOTe4YeCTBEHHUKA.
Bbl 1 rOBOPUTBL-TO C HUM He yMeeTe.

— A Bbl rOBOpUTE C HUM U NMpe3npaeTe ero B TO e BPEMS.

— YT0 X, KON oH 3acnyxmsaet npe3peHuns! Bol nopuuaete moe HanpasneHue, a KTo BaM cKasarl,
YTO OHO BO MHE CIly4anHO, YTO OHO He BbI3BaHO TEM CaMbIM HapPOAHbLIM LyXOM, BO UMSI KOTOPOro
Bbl TaK patyeTe?

— Kak xe! O4yeHb HyXHbl HUTUIUCTbI!

— Hy>XHbI N1 OHW 1N HET — He HaM pelaTb. Beab 1 Bbl cuntaeTte ceba He 6ecnonesHbIM.

- lNocnopa, rocnoga, noxanyncra, 6e3 nuyHocTen! — BoCckNnkHyn Hukonai MNeTposny un
NPUNOLHANCA.

MaBen MNeTpoBnY ynbIGHYNCA 1, NONOXMB PYKY Ha nnevo 6paTty, 3acTaBui ero CHoBa CeCTb.

— He 6ecnokolics, — npomonsun oH. — A He no3abyaycb MMEHHO BCNeacTBMe TOro YyBCTBa
AOCTOMHCTBA, Haf KOTOPbIM TaK XXECTOKO TPYHWUT rOCMOAMH. .. rocnoauH AokTop. [o3sonbTe, —
npogoskan oH, obpaltasack cHoBa k basapoBy, — Bbl, MOXeT ObiTb, AyMaeTe, YTO BaLle yY4eHue
HOBOCTb? HanpacHo Bbl 3TO BoobpaxkaeTe. MaTteprnanmam, KOTOpbIA Bbl NpornoBeayeTte, bbin yxe
He pa3 B XO4y M Bcerga okasblBancsi HECOCTOSATENbHbIM. ..

— OnAaTb MHOCTpaHHoe cnoBo! — nepebun basapos. OH HaYMHanN 3NUTbCA, Y NNLO Ero NPUHANO
Kakon-TO MeaHbI U rpybbin UBET. — Bo-nepBbiX, Mbl HAYEro HEe NPONOBEeAYEM; 3TO HE B HALLNX
NpUBbIYKaX...



— YT10 e Bbl AgenaeTe?

— A BOT 4TO Mbl genaem. [Npexae, B HeaBHee elle BpeMs, Mbl FOBOPUIN, YTO YUHOBHUKN HaLLU
GepyT B3ATKM, YTO Y HAC HET HU JOPOT, HU TOProBMW, HU NPABUIIBHOIO cyaa...

- Hy pa, oa, Bbl 06nnuntenu, — Tak, KaxeTcsl, 3To Ha3biBaeTcs. CoO MHOrMMM M3 BalMx o6nndeHuin
M A cornawlatch, Ho...

[49]

— Tak, — nepebun Naen NeTpoBuY, — Tak: Bbl BO BCEM 3TOM YOeaNNNCh 1 PELLMAUCE CaMK HK 3a
YTO Cepbe3HO He MPUHNUMATbLCS.

— Wl pelwunnuck HY 3a YTO He NPUHUMATLCS, — YrproMo nosTopun basapos.

Emy BOopyr ctano gocagHo Ha camoro cebsi, 3a4em OH Tak pacnpoCTpaHUNCA nepes 3aTnum
6apuHom.

— A TonbKO pyratbca?

— W pyratbcs.

— W 9T0 HasbiBaeTCA HUMUITU3MOM?

— W 310 Ha3bIiBaeTCa HUrMNNM3MOM, — MOBTOPUI onATb basapos, Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢ 0COBEHHO
Aep30CTblo.

MaBen NMNeTpoBuY crerka npuLLypurcs.

— Tak BOT kak! — MpOMOsBUIT OH CTPAHHO CMOKOMHbBIM FOfIOCOM. — HUrMnmMam Bcemy ropro nomMoub
AOJDKEH, W Bbl, Bbl HAWn n3basutenu 1 repon. Ho 3a 4To e Bbl APYrMX-TO, XOTb Obl TEX Xe
obnnuutenen, Yyectute? He Tak e nu Bl bontaete, Kak 1 Bce?

—Yem gpyrum, a 3TMM rpexomM He rpeLluHbl, — NpoM3Hec CkBo3b 3ybbl basapos.

— Tak uT0 X? Bbl AenicTByeTe, YTo NN? CobupaeTtecb AeNCTBOBATL?

Basapos Hu4ero He oTBedan. NMaeen MNeTpoBMY Tak M APOrHyn, HO TOTYac e oBnagen coboto.
— 'ml.. JencTtBoBaTb, IoMaTh... — npogosmkarn oH. — Ho Kak e 9To nomaTtb, He 3Has Jaxe
noyemy?

— MbI nomaem, noToMy 4TO Mbl cuna, — 3ametun Apkagui. Nasen NeTpoBnY nocMoTpen Ha
CBOEro NfneMsiHHMUKa U YCMEXHYICS.

— [a, cuna — TaKk n He JaeT oT4yeTa, — NporoBopurt Apkaaum n BbINPAMUIICS.

[46]

un barbouilleur

[47]

— Konu pasgas4r, Tyaa u gopora, — npomonsun basapos. — Tonbko 6abyLika ewe HagBoe
ckasana. Hac He Tak mano, Kak Bbl nonaraerte.

— Kak? Bbl He WwyTa gymaeTe cnagutb, cnaguTb C LenbiM Hapoaom?

— OT koneeyHou cBeYu, Bbl 3HaeTe, MockBa cropena, — otseTun basapos.

[48]

[49]

— lNo-moemy, — Bo3pasun basapos, — Padasnb rpowsa megHoro He CTOUT, 4a U OHU He fy4lle ero.
— bpaBso! 6paso! Cnywan, Apkaguii... BOT Kak LOMKHbI COBPEMEHHbIE MONOAbIE N0AM
BblpaxaTbcs! M kak, nogymaellb, UM He uatu 3a samu! [Npexge monogbiM nogsam npuxoamnnoch
YUYNTbCA; HE XOTENOCb UM MPOCIbITb 3a HEBEX, TaK OHU MOHEBONE TpyaAUnuck. A Tenepb UM
CTOMT CKa3aTb: BCe Ha cBeTe B34op! — u geno B wnane. Monogsle niogm obpagosanuce. M B



camMom ferne, npexae OHW NPocTo Gbinn 6onBaHbl, @ TeNepb OHU BAPYT CTan HATMAUCTLI.

— BoT 1 namenunno Bam xsaneHoe 4yBCTBO CO6CTBEHHOrO AOCTOUHCTBA, — hrierMmaTUyeckn
3ameTun basapos, mexay TeM kak Apkagnin BeECb BCMNbIXHYN U 3acBepkan rnasamu. — Cnop Haw
3allen Crnvwkom ganeko... Kaxercs, nydwe ero npekpatutb. A s Torga 6yay rotoB CornacuTtbes ¢
Bamu, — NpubaBun OH BCTaBasi, — Korga Bbl NpeacTaBUTe MHE XOTb OQHO NOCTAHOBMNEHUNE B
COBPEMEHHOM HalleMm ObITy, B CEMENHOM Unn 0BLLEeCTBEHHOM, KOTOPOE Obl HE BbI3biBaO NMOSIHOrO
n 6ecnoLagHoro oTpULLaHUS.

— £ BAM MUNNMOHBLI TaKUX NOCTAHOBIEHUI NPeACcTaBIo, — BOCKNMKHYN MNasen MNMeTpoBuy, —
MUNNuoHsbl! [lJa BOT XO0Tb 06LMHA, HAanpuMep.

XonoaHas ycmellka ckpvsuna rybol basaposa.

— Hy, HacyeT o6LWKMHbI, — TPOMONBUI OH, — MOroBOPUTE Ny4Lue ¢ Bawnm 6paTtuem. OH Tenepsb,
KaxkeTcs, n3segan Ha gene, 4to Takoe obLmHa, KpyroBas nopyka, Tpe3BoCTb 1 TOMY NO06HbIEe
LUTYYKMN.

— CeMb$, HaKoHeL,, CeMbs, TaK Kak OHa CyLLeCTBYeT Y Halmx KpecTbsH! — 3akpuyan Nasen
MeTpoBuv.

— W aToT BOMNpoOC, s nonarato, ny4ywle ansa Bac xe camux He pas3bupatb B nogpobHocTu. Bel, yan,
cnbixanu o cHoxa4vax? Mocnywante meHs, MNMasen MNeTpoBuny, fanTte cebe aeHbKa ABa CPOKY,
cpasy Bbl easa N 4YTto-HNbyab Hangete. MNepebepute BCe HawmM cocnoBmsa ga nogymamte
XOPOLLUEHBbKO HaA, KaXablM, @ Mbl NoKka ¢ Apkagnem byaew...

— Hapo Bcem rnymutbes, — nogxsatun Nasen MNeTposuy.

— Her, narywek pesatb. [Norgem, Apkagunin; oo cBugaHus, rocnogal

O6a npuatens Bbiwnn. bpates ocTanuce HaeguHe n cnepsea TOMbKO NocMaTpuBanu Apyr Ha
Apyra.

— BoT, — Ha4an HakoHey, [MaBen NeTpoBu4, — BOT BaM HbIHELUHAS Monodexb! BoT oHM — Hawwm
HacnegHuku!

— HacnegHuku, — noBTOpPUn C yHbINbIM B3goxom Hukonau Netposuy. OH B TEYEHMe BCero cnopa
CUAEen Kak Ha yronbsax 1 TONbKO YKpaakon 6one3HeHHO B3rnsabiBan Ha Apkagna. — 3Haellb, YTo 4
BCNOMHUAN, 6paT? OgHaxabl S C NOKOWHULIE MaTYLLKOW NOCCOPUSICA: OHa Kpuyana, He xoTena
MEHSs1 CnyLwaThb... A, HaKOHeL, cka3arn e, 4YTO Bbl, MOJ1, MEHSI MOHATb HE MOXeTe; Mbl, MO,
NPUHaANEXuM K AByM pasnuyHbiM nokoneHmam. OHa yxxacHo obuaenach, a s nogyman: 4to
aenatb? [Nunons ropbka — a NPornoTUTb ee HYXKHO. BOT Tenepb HacTana Hawa oyepeab, U Halu
HacnegHUKNU MOryT ckasaTb HaMm: Bbl, MOJ1, HE HaLLEro NOKONEHNd, rnoTanTe numonio.

vieilli

[50]

— Bam 6onbLue yato He yrogHo? — npomornsuna deHeyka, NpoCyHyB ronoBy B ABEPb: OHA He
pellanacb BOUTU B FTOCTUHYIO, MOKa B HEW pasaBanucb rosioca CrnopuBLLKX.

[51]



Xl

Monuaca cnycta Hukonan MNeTpoBny oTnpaBuica B cag, B CBOO nobumyto 6ecenky. Ha Hero
HaLUNW rpycTHble AymMbl. BniepBble OH SICHO CO3Han cBoe pasbeiuHEHNE C CbIHOM; OH
npeavyBCTBOBASI, YTO C KaXablM AHEM OHO ByaeT cTaHoBUTLCS Bee Bonblie n 6onbwe. Ctano
ObITb, HaNpacHo OH, BbiBano, 3umoto B [eTepbypre No LenbiM HAM NPOCKXKMBAN Hag HOBENLLMMU
COYMHEHNAMMU; HanpacHo NpuUcnyLmnBancs K pasrosopam Mosnoabix nogen; HanpacHo pagosarcs,
Korga emy yaaBarocb BCTaBUTb M CBOE CMOBO B UX KuUMy4dne pedn. «bpart roBopuT, 4YTO Mbl

npasbl, — Aymar OH, — U, OTIIOXMB BCAKOE camoniobne B CTOPOHY, MHE CaMOMY KaXKETCS, YTO OHU
Aanblue OT UCTUHbI, HEXENN Mbl, 8 B TO XXe BPpeMs A YyBCTBYHO, YTO 3a HUMU €CTb YTO-TO, Yero Mbl
He uMeeM, Kakoe-TO NpenmyLLecTBo Hag Hamu... MonogocTtb? HeT: He ogHa TONbKO MOMOAOCTb.
He B TOM nn COCTOUT 3TO NPENMYLLECTBO, YTO B HUX MEHbLLE cnefoB 6apcTea, YeM B Hac?»
Hwukonai NeTpoBuY NOTyNUI ronoBy 1 NPOBEST PYKOW Mo Nuuy.

«Ho oTBepratb N03310? — NoAymar OH ONsATb, — HE COYYBCTBOBATL XyOOXECTBY, Npupoae?..»

[52]

OH He cTapancs yacHUTb camomy cebe CBOK MbICI b, HO OH YyBCTBOBArl, YTO EMY XOTENOCh
yaepxaTb TO bnaxeHHoe Bpems YeM-HMOyab 6onee cunbHbIM, HEXENN NaMaTh; eMy XOTENOChb
BHOBb 0cA3aTb 6nM30CTb cBOEn Mapuun, owyTnTb ee TennoTy U AblXaHue, U eMy yXXe Yyaunocs,
Kak 6yaTo Hag HUM...

— Hukonaw lNeTtpoBuy, — pasganca B6nuaun ero ronoc ®eHeudkn, — rae Bbi?

OH B3gporHyn. Emy He ctano Hu 60mbHO, HU coBecTHO... OH He gonyckan Aaxe BO3MOXHOCTU
CpaBHEHNSA Mexay XeHon n deHeykon, HO OH noXanes 0 TOM, YTO OHa B3gymaria ero OTbICKMBaThb.
Ee ronoc pasom HanomHun emy: ero cefble BOSIOChIl, €ro CTapoCTb, €ro HacTosILee. ..
BonwebHbin Myp, B KOTOPLIA OH YXXe BCTynar, KOTOPbIN y>Ke BO3HWKan U3 TyMaHHbIX BOMH
npoLlewero, WeBenbHYca — U Uc4es.

— A 3pecb, — oTBEYan oH, — a1 npuay, ctynan. «Bot oHun, cnegpl-To 6apctBay, — MENbKHYIO Y HEro
B ronioBe. PeHeyka Monya 3arnsiHyna Kk Hemy B 6eceKy u ckpbinach, a OH C U3yMreHnemM
3aMeTus, YTO HOYb ycnena HacTynNuTb C TeX Nop, Kak OH 3amedTancs. Bce noTeMHeno u 3atuxno
Kpyrom, n nuuo deHeukn CKonb3Hyno nepen HUM Takoe 6negHoe n maneHbkoe. OH NpMNogHANCS
N XOTen BO3BPaTUTLCHA JOMOW; HO pa3MsirYeHHOe cepLe He MOrfo YCNOKOUTBCA B €ro rpyan, u oH
cTan MeaneHHo XoauTb No cafy, To 3agyMumBo rnsas cebe noa Horu, TO NogHMMast rnasa K Heby,
roe y>xe povnucb U nepemmruanuck 3se3abl. OH XoAun MHOro, NOYTU 40 YCTanocTu, a Tpesora B
HeM, Kakas-To ullyulas, HeornpeaeneHHas, neyanbHasa Tpesora, Bce He yHumanack. O, Kak
Basapos nocmesnca 6bl Hag HUM, ecnn 6 OH y3Han, YTo B Hem Torga npoucxoguno! Cam Apkagui
ocyaun 6bl ero. Y Hero, y CopoKayeTbIpeXIETHEro YernoBeka, arpoHOMa U X03aunHa,
HaBepTbIBaNnCb cnesbl, 6ecnpnymHHbIE Cresbl; 3TO ObINO BO CTO pa3s XyXXe BUOSNTOHYENN.

Hwukonaw NMeTpoBun4d npogorikan XoaAnTb N HE MOT PELLUUTBLCHA BOUTU B IOM, B 3TO MUPHOE U YIOTHOE
rHe3ao, KOTOpOe Tak MPUBETHO MMAAEN0 Ha HEro BCEMW CBOMMW OCBELLEHHLIMW OKHaMU; OH He B
cunax Bbln paccTatbCs C TEMHOTOM, C CafioM, C OLLYLLEHMEM CBEXEro Bo3ayxa Ha nuue 1 ¢ 3Tok
rPyCcTUIO, C 3TOK TPEBOIOMN. ..

Ha noBopoTte gopoxku BcTpetuncs emy Nasen NeTposuny.

— Yto ¢ Tob6on? — cnpocun oH Hukonas MNeTpoBunya, — Tbl 6GneaeH, kKak NPMBUAEHLE; Tbl HE3A0POB;
OTYero Tbl HE NOXULLBLCA?



[53]

— 3Haelwb N1 4YTO? — roBopuUn B Ty Xe HoYb basapos Apkaauio. — MHe B ronoBy npuwina
BeNnuKonenHas MbiCnb. TBOM OTeL, cKa3biBan CerogHs, YTo OH Nony4un npurralleHne ot 3Toro
BaLLIEro 3HAaTHOro POACTBEHHUKA. TBOW OTEL, HE NOEAET; MaxHEM-Ka Mbl C TOOOM B ***; Begb 3TOT
rocnoauH n Tebs 30BeT. Bulib, kakaa caenanach 34ecb Norogaa; a Mbl NPoKaTUMCS, ropoa
nocmoTpum. NobonTaemcsa gHen NATb-LWeCTb, 1 6acTal

— A oTTyga Thbl BepHelbCs croaa?

— HerT, Hago k oTuy npoexaTtb. Thl 3Haelb, OH OT *** B TpuauaTn Bepctax. A ero gaBHO He Buaan
N MaTb TOXe: HaAo CTapuMKOB NoTeWwnTb. OHU Yy MeHs NIOAM XOopoLume, 0COBEHHO oTel;
npesabaBHbIi. A XXe y HUX OOMH.

— W ponro Tbl y HUX npobyaeLb?

— He gymato. Yai, ckyyHo Byger.

— A K Ham Ha BO3BpaTHOM NyTu 3aeeLlb?

— He 3Hato... nocmotpro. Hy, Tak, yto nn? Mel oTnpasumca?

— MNoxanyn, — neHnBo 3ameTun Apkagumn.

OH B gywwe o4eHb 06pagoBancs NpeaioXeHno CBOEro NpUATens, Ho noden o643aHHOCTUIO
CKpbITb CBOE 4yBCTBO. Hegapom xe oH 6bin HUrmnmcT!

Ha gpyron geHb oH yexan ¢ basaposbim B ***. Monogexb B MapbuHe noxanena o6 nx otbe3ae;
[yHswa gaxe BCnnakHyna... Ho ctapMykamMm B34OXHYOCh J1erko.
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[61]

Emy noututensHenwe goknaaeiBatoT: «[19THMLA ceroaHs, Bawle C... C... C...CTBO».

— A? Yt0? YTO Takoe? YTo Bbl roBOpUTE? — HANPSXKEHHO NOBTOPSAET CAHOBHUK.

— CerogHa naTHUUa, Bawe C... C...CTBO.

— Kak? Uto? YTo Takoe naTHuua? kakas naTHUYa?

— lNaTHnya, Bawe c... ccc...ccc...CTBO, AeHb B Heaene.

— Hy-y, Tbl yuuTb MeHs B3gyman?

MatBen Vinbn4 BCce-Takn Oblin CAHOBHUK, XOTb U cunTancs nubepanom.

— A coBeTyto Tebe, Apyr MOW, Cbe3ANTb C BU3UTOM K rybepHaTopy, — ckaszan oH Apkaguto, — Thbl
noHMMaeLwb, 9 Tebe 3TO COBETYIO HE MOTOMY, YTOD A NPUAEPXKMBANCS CTAPUHHBLIX MOHATUIA O
Heo6Xo4MMOCTHN e3aUTb K BNACTAM Ha NOKMOH, a NPOCTO NOTOMY, YTO ry6epHaTop Nopsao0YHbIN
YenoBEK; NPUTOM e Tbl, BEPOATHO, XXenaellb NO3HaKOMUTLCA C 34ELUHUM OOLEeCTBOM. .. BeAb Thbl
He MeaBeab, Hagetcb? A OH nocnesaBTpa gaeT bonbLion 6an.

— Bbl 6ygete Ha atom 6ane? — cnpocun Apkaguin.

— OH ansa meHs ero gaet, — nporosopun Marteen Nnbny noyTn ¢ coxaneHnem. — Tol TaHUyeLwb?
— TaHuyto, TONbLKO Moxo.

[62]

[63]

- [a qa, gagtowka, BoBce He 13 6apoHM3mMa He...

— A nosHakomno Tebs ¢ 3gewHnMKn GapbiHaMK, 9 6epy Teba NoA CBOE KPbIbILLKO, — nepedun
Mateen Mnbny n camogoBosbHO 3acmesncd. — Tebe tenno 6yaet, a?

Cnyra Bowuen n Jonoxun o npuesae npegcenarens kKaseHHoW nanarbl, CraZgkornasoro crapuka c
CMOpLLEHHbIMM ry6amun, KOTOpPbIN Ype3BbliHaHO Nbun NpMpoay, 0COGEHHO B NETHUI AEHb, KOraa,
Mo ero cnoBam, «Kaxgas nyenoyka Cc Kaxaoro uBeToyka 6epet B3ATOUKY...». ApKkagun yganuncs.
[64]
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Onu wnu k cebe gomon ot rybepHaTopa, kak BAPYr U3 NpoesXatowmx MUMO SPOXKEK BbICKOYUI
YyenoBek HeBOMNbLLOro pocTa, B CNaBAHOMUIBCKOM BEHIEPKE, U C KPUKOM: «EBreHnin
Bacunbesunu!» — 6pocunca k basaposy.

— Al 310 BbI, repp CutHUKOB, — Nporosopun basapos, npogomkas waratb MO TPOTyapy, — KaKUMu
cyobbamn?

[66]

— He HagevTech, Mbl NPAMO OT HEro.



— Al B Takom cnyyae un 9 K Hemy novay... EBreHuii Bacunsmy, no3HakoMbTe MEHS C BalUWM... C
HAMUA. ..

— CutHukoB, KupcaHos, — npoBopyari, He ocTaHaBnuBasicb, basapos.

— MHe o4yeHb necTtHo, — Ha4dan CUTHUKOB, BbICTYNas GOKOM, YXMbINIASICb M NOCNELIHO CTacknBas
CBOM Y>XXe YepecHyp aneraHTHble nepyaTku. — A o4eHb MHOro crbiwwarn... A CTapuHHbLIA 3HaKOMbIN
EBreHnsa Bacunbuya n Mory ckasatb — €ro y4eHuk. A emy 0683aH MOUM NepepoXXaeHUeEM. ..
Apkaauii nocmoTpen Ha 6a3apOoBCKOro yyeHuka. TpeBOXHOE U Tyrnoe BblpaXKeHWe cKasbliBanoch B
ManeHbKMX, BNPOYEM NPUATHBIX YepTax ero Npunnu3aHHoro nuua; HebonbLune, CROBHO
BAABMNEHHbIE rNasa rnagenu npuctanbHo n 6eCnokorHO, U cMeancsa oH 6eCNOKOMHO: KaKMM-TO
KOPOTKUM, AePEBSAHHBIM CMEXOM.

— [Nosepute nn, — NpogomKkan oH, — 4To, koraa npyn mHe EBreHnin BacunbeBnd B NnepBbIv pas
ckasar, 4YTO He JOIMKHO Npu3HaBaTb aBTOPUTETOB, 1 MOYYBCTBOBAS Takon BOCTOPT ... CIIOBHO
npospen! «BoT, — nogyman 4, — HakoHeL, Hawen s Yyenoseka!» Kctatu, EBreHnin Bacunbesuny, Bam
HenpeMeHHO HagobHO CXOA4uTb K OAHOW 34eLLHEeNn Jame, KOTopas COBEPLUEHHO B COCTOSHU
MOHATb Bac 1 AN KOTOPOM Balle nocewjeHne 6yaet HacToaWwmMM Npa3gHMKoM; Bbl, 1 AymMalo,
cnblxanu o0 Hen?

— K70 Takaa? — nponsHec HexoTa basapos.

[67]

— Hert ewwe.

— Hy n npekpacHo. OHa, Bbl NOHMMaeTe, pasbexanacb C MyXeM, HU OT KOro He 3aBUCUT.

— XopoLlueHbkasi oHa? — nepebun basapos.

— H... HeT, 9TOro Henb3A ckasaTb.

— Tak ansa kakoro ke AbsiBoria Bbl HAcC K Heun 3oBeTe?

— Hy, wyTHWK, WyTHUK... OHa Ham ByTbINKY LWaMNaHCKOro NoCTaBuT.

— Bort kak! Ceriuac BngeH npaktudeckmin Yenosek. Kctatu, Baw 6aTiowka Bce no oTkynam?

— lNo oTkynam, — Toponnmeo nporosopunt CUTHUKOB 1 BU3MNUBO 3acMmesncs. — YTto xe? noet?

— He 3Hato, npaBo.

— Tbl XoTen nwgen CMOTpeTb, CTynan, — 3ameTun Brnonronoca Apkagumn.

— A BbI-TO 4TO X, rocnoanH KnpcaHo? — nogxsatnn CutHukoB. — MNoxanynTe u Bbl; 6€3 Bac
Hernb3s.

— [la kak >xe 3TO Mbl BCE pa3oM HarpaHem?

— Hnuero! KykwinHa — yenoBek YyaHbIN.

— ByTbinka wamnaHckoro 6yaeTt? — cnpocun basapos.

— Tpwu! — BocknnkHyn CUTHUKOB. — 3a 3TO 4 pyyaroch!

- Yem?

— CoBCTBEHHOIO FOMOBOIO.

— Jlyywe 661 MowHo BaTiowkn. A BNpodem, nongem.



XII

EBpokcus)

— 9710 BbI, Victor? — pasganca TOHKUIK rofioc U3 cocegHen KomHaTbl. — BornguTe.

YKeHuwmHa B Yenue ToT4yac ncyesna.

— A He oavH, — npomoneunn CUTHUKOB, NIUXO CKMAbIBAA CBOK BEHIepKy, Noj KOTOPOK OKa3arnoch
He4YTO Bpoae NoaaeBK/ U NanbTo-caka, n 6pocasa 6ownkuii B3rnag Apkaguio n basaposy.

[68]

Monogpble ntoan sownu. KomHata, B KOTOPOM OHU OYYyTUNUCH, NOXoAuna ckopee Ha pabouni
KabuHeT, YemM Ha rocTuHyto. bymaru, nucbma, TONCTble HyMepa PYCCKUX XXypHanos, 6onbLueto
YacTblo Hepaspe3aHHble, Bansnuch no 3anbifieHHbIM cTonam; Besge 6enenv pasdbpocaHHble
OKYpPKM nanupoc.

Ha koxaHom gmBaHe nonynexana gama, ewe monogasi, 6enokypas, HeCKONbKO pacTpenaHHas, B
LLENKOBOM, HE COBCEM OMPSATHOM NfaTbe, C KPYNHbIMM BpacneTamm Ha KOPOTEHBKMX PyKax m
KPY>KEBHOI KOCbIHKOW Ha ronioBe. OHa BcTana ¢ AnBaHa 1, HebpexxHo HaTarnBas cebe Ha nneun
BGapxaTHyto WyObKy Ha NOXeNnTenom ropHOCTaeBOM MeXY, fIEHMBO NpPoMorBuna: «34paBcTBYNTE,
Victor», — n noxana CUTHUKOBY PYKY.

— basapos, KnpcaHoB, — NporoBopusi OH OTPbIBUCTO, B noapaxaHue basaposy.

— MunocTtu npocum, — otBeyana KykwnHa n, yctaBus Ha basapoBa cBov Kpyrible rnasa, Mexay
KOTOPbIMM CUPOTAMBO KPACHEN KPOLLEYHbI B34EPHYThIN HOCKK, Npubasuna: — A Bac 3Hato, — 1
noxara emy pyky TOXe.

Basapos nomopLymncs. B maneHbKon n HeB3paydHoON urypke amMaHunnmpoBaHHOW XXEHLUNHbI He
Ob1N10 H1U4ero 6e306pasHOro; HO BbipaXXeHue ee nuua HeNnPUATHO AEWCTBOBAO Ha 3pUTENS.
HeBonbHO XOTENOChb CNPOCUTb Y HEW: «HTOo Tbl, ronogHa? Unu ckyvaews? Vinn pobeelwb? Yero
Tbl Npyxuwbca?» Ny Hen, kak y CUTHUKOBA, BeYHO ckpebno Ha aywe. OHa rosopuna u
ABUranacb O4eHb pPa3BsA3HO U B TO e BPEMS HENOBKO: OHa, 04eBUAHO, caMa cebsa cuntana 3a
AobpoayLHoe 1 NPOCTOoe CyLeCTBO, U Mexay Tem 4To 6bl OHa HY Aenana, BaM NOCTOAHHO
Ka3anocb, YTO OHa MMEHHO 3TO-TO U He XoTerna caenaTtb; BCe Yy Hel BbIXOAWUINO, Kak AeTu
roBOPSIT, — HAPOYHO, TO ECTb HE NPOCTO, HE ECTECTBEHHO.

— [a, pa, a 3Hato Bac, basapos, — noBTopuna oHa. (3a Hen BogMnacb NpuBbIYKa, CBOMCTBEHHAs
MHOIMMM NPOBUHLMAaNbHLIM 1 MOCKOBCKMM jaMaM, — C MepBOro AHA 3HaKOMCTBA 3BaTb MY>X4YUH MO
damunuun.) — Xotute curapy?

— Curapky curapkou, — nogxsatun CUTHUKOB, KOTOPLIN yCnen pasBanntbCa B Kpecnax n 3agpatb
HOry KBepXxy, — a JauTe-Ka Ham rno3aBTpakaTb, Mbl FONOAHbI YXXaCHO; a BeNuTe HaMm BO3ABUMHYTb
OyTbINOYKY LWaMMaHCKOro.

— Cnbaput, — npomoneuna Eegokcns n 3acmesanacs. (Koraa oHa cmesnach, ee BEpXHsist 4ecHa
obGHaxanacbk Hag 3ybamun.) — He npasaa nu, basapos, oH cnbaput?

— A nobno KOMAOPT XKN3HN, — MPOU3HEC C BAXKHOCTUIO CUTHMKOB. — JTO HE MeLllaeT MHe ObiTb
nnbepanom.

— Her, 310 mewwaeT, mewwaeT! — BoCKNukHyna EeBgokeusa n npukasana, ogHako, CBoeu
NPUCNYXXHWLE PacnopsAMTLCA U HAcYeT 3aBTpaka, M Hac4eT WwamnaHckoro. — Kak Bbl 06 3Tom
aymaeTte? — npubasuna oHa, obpallasch k basapoBy. — A yBepeHa, Bbl pasgenserte Moe MHeHue.



— Hy HeT, — BOo3pa3un basapos, — KyCok Msica ny4Lue Kycka xneba, gaxe ¢ XMMUYeCKOM TOUKN
3peHu4.

— A Bbl 3aHUMaeTeCb XMMMen? 3To MO CTpacTb. A gaxe cama Bbigymarna O4HYy MacTUKy.

— MacTuky? BbI?

- [a, a. N 3HaeTe nu, ¢ kakoto uenbto? Kyknbl Aenatb, rofnoBky, 4Tobbl He nomanuck. A Beab
TOXe npakTnyeckas. Ho Bce ewye He rotoBo. HyxHo ewle Jlnbuxa nountatb. Kctatm, yutanu Bbl
ctatblo Knucnsikosa o xeHckom Tpyae B « MOCKOBCKMX BeAOMOCTSX»? [1poyTuTe, noxanyucra.
Benb Bac nHTepecyeT xeHckui Bonpoc? U wkonbl Toxe? Yem Baw npuatens 3aHnmaetca? Kak
ero 30ByT?

poHsAna

— MeHs 3oByT Apkagun Hukonany KnpcaHos, — nporoBopust Apkagui, — n 9§ HA4YEM He 3aHMMatoChb.
EBpokcus 3axoxoTtana.

— Bot 310 muno! Yto, Bbl He KypuTe? BukTop, Bbl 3HaeTe, 9 Ha Bac cepauTa.

— 3a y10?

[69]

[70]

[71]

— 3710 noyemy? No3BonbTe NONOOONBLITCTBOBATD.

[72]

— ['opoa kak ropof, — xfagHOKpOBHO 3ameTun basapos.

— Bce Takne menkue nHTepechl, BOT 4TO yxacHo! [Npexge s no a3umam xuna B Mockse... HO
Tenepb Tam obutaeT mon 6narosepHbIn, MCb€ KykwnH. [1a n MockBa Tenepb... yXX 9 He 3Hato —
TOXE YX He TO. A gymalo cbe3auTb 3a rpaHuly; s B NPOLLIOM roay ye coBcem Obino cobpanace.
— B MNapwux, pasymeeTcs? — cnpocun basapos.

[73]

— 3ayewm B Nengensbepr?

[74]

Ha o170 basapoB HMYero He Hallenca OTBETUTb.

— Pierre Cano>xHWKOB... Bbl €ro 3HaeTe?

— HeT, He 3Halo.

— Momunyrite, Pierre CanoxHWKOB... OH elle Bceraa y Jlngum XoctatoBon GbiBaeT.

— A n ee He 3Hal.

cnaBa 6ory!

EBpokcna ceepHyna nanMpocky csovmn nobypesLlummMmn ot Tabaky nanbuamu, npoBena no Hen
A3bIKOM, NOcocana ee n 3akypuna. Bowna npucnyxHuua ¢ nogHOCOM.

— A BOT n 3aBTpak! XoTuTe 3akycutb? Bukrop, oTkynopbTe ByTbifKy; 9TO NO BalLen YacTu.

— lNo moen, no moen, — npobopmoTan CUTHMKOB U ONATb BU3MNMBO 3aCMESANCS.

— EcTb 3aecb xopoLleHbKue XeHLWmHbI? — cripocun basapos, AonnBasa TPETHIO PIOMKY.

[73]

— Huyero Bbl ¢ HUMK He caenaeTe, — noaxsatun CUTHUKOB. — VIX cnegyeT npeavpatb, U S UX
npesupato, BNosiHe n coepLueHHo! (BO3MOXHOCTb npeaupaTh M BblpaxaTb CBOe npe3peHne Obino
caMbIM NPUATHbIM oLyLleHnem ans CUTHUKOBA; OH B OCOBGEHHOCTW Hanagan Ha XXeHLWMH, He



nogo3pesas TOro, YTo eMy npeAcTosno HECKONBbKO MeCsiLIEB CNYCTHA NPeCMbIKaTbCs Nepes CBoen
YKEHOW NOTOMY TOSIbKO, YTO OHa Obina ypoxaeHHas KHskHa JypaoneocoBa.) Hu ogHa 13 HUX He
Obina 6bl B COCTOAHMM MOHATL Hawy 6eceny; HU 0gHA U3 HUX HE CTOUT TOro, YTOObI Mbl,
CepbesHble MY>XYNHbI, FOBOPUITN O Hen!

— [la um coBcem He Hy>XHO NoHMMaTb Hawy Geceny, — npomoneun basapos.

— O Kom BbI roBopuTe? — BMeLlanacb EBgokcus.

— O XOpOLUEHBLKUX XEHLLMHAX.

[76]

BasapoB HagMeHHO BbINPSAMUIICA.

— $ HUYBNX MHEHWIN He pa3fensto; 9 UMEK CBOW.

— Jonon aBToputeThl! — 3akpndan CMTHUKOB, 06pafoBaBLUMCE ClyYato Pe3Ko Bbipa3nTbCs B
NpUCYTCTBMM YENOBEKa, Nepes KoTopbiM pabonencreoBann.

[77]

— Jonon Makones! — 3arpemen CutHukoB. — Bbl 3acTynaeTtecb 3a aTux 6abeHok?

— He 3a 6abeHokK, a 3a npaBa XeHLUWH, KOTopble S NOKNAnach 3awumuaTtb 4O NOCNeaHEN Kanmnm
KpOBW.

— Nonoin! — Ho Tyt CnTHMKOB OoCcTaHoBUIICA. — [1a 9 nx He oTpuuato, — MPOMOSIBUST OH.

— HerT, a Buxy, Bbl cnassHodun!

— HerT, 9 He cnaBaHOMUN, XOTS, KOHEYHO. ..

[omocTtpos

[78]

— NneTka geno pobpoe, — 3ameTnn basapos, — TONbKO Mbl BOT 40Opannch 4O NOCNEeAHEN Kanmu. ..
— Yero? — nepebuna Eesgokcua.

— lamnaHckoro, noyTeHHenwan ABooTbs HUKMTULLHA, LWaMNaHCKOro — He BaLlen KpOoBW.

[79]

HacTynuno BHe3anHoe monyaHue.

— Hert, 3auem roBopuTb 0 nio6su, — npomonsun basapos, — a BOT Bbl ynomsaHynn 06 OanHLOBOW. ..
Tak, kaxxeTcs, Bbl ee Ha3Bann? K1o ata 6apbiHa?

— MNpenectb! npenectb! — 3anuwan CntHMKoB. — A Bac npeacTtaenio. YMHuua, 6orayka, sgosa. K
COXaneHuto, OHa ellle He OOBONbLHO pa3BuTa: e bbl Hago ¢ Haweto EBaokcuen nobnmxe
nosHakomutbcs. [Nbio Bawe 3goposbe, Eudoxie! YokHemTeck! «Et toc, et toc, et tin-tin-tin! Et toc,
et toc, et tin-tin-tin!!.»

— Victor, Bbl WwanyH.

3aBTpak npogomkanca gonro. 3a nepeolo ByThINKOW WaMnaHCKOro nocneaoBana agpyras, TpeTbs
n gaxe yetBepTas... EBaokcusa 6ontana 6e3 ymonky; CUTHUKOB el BTopun. MHoro Tonkosanm
OHW O TOM, YTO Takoe Bpak — npegpaccynok UnNn NPeCcTynneHne, n Kakme poaaTcs Noan —
OLMHAaKOBbIE UMM HET? N B YeM, COBCTBEHHO, COCTOUT MHANBMAYANbHOCTL? [leno AoLWno HakoHel
A0 Toro, 4To EBOOKCUSA, BCA KpacHast OT BbINMUTOrO BMHA U CTy4a MIIOCKMMU HOTTAMU NO KNnasuwiam
pacCcTpoeHHOro oopTenbsHO, NPUHANACch NeTb CUMNMbLIM FONIOCOM CrepBa LblraHCKNe NecHU, NoToM
pomaHc Cenmyp-LUndda «OpemneT coHHaa ['paHaga», a CUTHUKOB noBs3arn rofnosy wapdom u
npeacTasnAan saammpasLlero ntboBHMKa NpU CnoBax:



W ycra TBOM ¢ Moumm

B noyenyvi ropsiunii crnTeb.
Apkagun He BbITepnest HakoHel,.
—['ocnopaa, yx aTo 4To-TO Ha beanam noxoxe crano, — 3aMmeTusn OH BCIyX.
Basapos, KOTOpbIN NULLIL N3peaKa BCTaBMAN B pa3roBop HacMeLUNMBOE COBO, — OH 3aHUMarcs
GonbLue WamMnaHCKUM, — F[POMKO 3€BHYI, BCTan 1, HE NPOLLAsChb C XO35MKOW, Bbllen BOH BMECTe C
Apkagnem. CUTHMKOB BCKOYUIT BCre 3a HAMM.
— Hy 4T0, HY 4TO? — cnpawwwmBan oH, nogobocTpacTHo 3aberasa To cnpaea, TO CNeBa, — BeAb 4
roBOpwWs BaM: 3amevaternbHasg NnMYHocTb! BoT kakmx 6bl Ham xeHwmH nobonblie. OHa, B CBOEM
pofe, BbICOKOHPABCTBEHHOE ABMNEHNE.
TBOEro
ThlKaHbs



XV

[80]

[81]

[82]

LLINKOM,

[83]

[84]

Apkaaui TaHueBan nnoxo, Kak Mbl yxe 3Haem, a bazapoB BoBce He TaHLeBan: oHn oba
NMOMECTUINCh B Yrornke; K HUM npucoeanHunca CutHukos. i3o06pasme Ha nuue cBoem
npe3puTerbHY HAaCMELLKY 1 OTNyCcKas SA0BUTbIe 3aMedaHusi, OH Aep3KO nornaasiBan Kpyrom u,
Kasanocb, YyBCTBOBas UCTUHHOE HacnaxaeHue. Bopyr nnuo ero nameHnnocb, n, 06epHyBLUNCH K
Apkaauio, OH, Kak 6bl ¢ cmyLeHreM, nporosopun: «OanHLoBa npuexana.

Apkagun ornaHynca n ysuaan XXeHLwmuHy BbICOKOro pocta, B YEPHOM MniiaTbe, OCTaHOBMBLLYIOCS B
Aepsx 3anbl. OHa nopasuna ero JOCTOMHCTBOM CBOel ocaHkn. OBHaXXeHHbIe ee PyKn KpacuBo
nexanu BAOMb CTPOMHOro CTaHa; Kpacueo Naganu ¢ 6GrnecTswmx BOroC Ha nokaTtble nneyn nerkme
BETKM (PYKCUI; CNOKONHO U YMHO, UMEHHO CMOKOWHO, a He 3a4yM4uBO, rMagenu ceeTnble rnasa
n3-nog HEMHOro Hasuclero 6enoro n6a, u rybel yneibanncb eaBa 3aMeTHOR Yblibkow. Kakot-To
NacKoBOW N MSATKOM CUIOW BEASO OT ee nuua.

— Bbl ¢ Hel 3HakombI? — cnpocun Apkaguii CUTHUKOBA.

— KopoTko. XoTuTe, 9 Bac npeacTasnto?

— MNoxanymn... nocne aTou Kagpunu.

Basapos Takke obpaTtnn BHMMaHue Ha OanHLOBY.

— OT0 YTO 3a hurypa? — nporoBopwun oH. — Ha octanbHbix 6ab He noxoxa.

HoxagaBwimch koHua kagpunu, CutHukoB nogsen Apkagus kK OanHUOBOW; HO eaBa N OH Bblin
KOPOTKO C HEM 3HAKOM: M CaM OH 3anyTarics B peyax CBOMX, U OHa rnsagena Ha Hero ¢ HEKOTOPbIM
naymneHmem. OgHako NMUo ee NpPUHANO pagyLLHOe BblpaXeHue, Korga oHa ycnblwana amunumio
Apkagus. OHa cnpocuna ero, He CbiH N oH Hukonas MNeTtpoBuya?

— To4HoO Tak.

— A Buaena Bawero 6aTioLwwKy ABa pasa 1 MHOrO Cribilwana 0 HeM, — NpogosiKana oHa, — 1 OMeHb
paga c Bamu NO3HaKOMUTLCA.

B 9T0 MrHoBeHME noaneTen K Hell KakoM-TO agblOTaHT U npurnacun ee Ha kagpunb. OHa
cornacunacs.

— Bbl pa3Be TaHUyeTe? — noYTUTENBHO cnpocun Apkaguin.

— TaHuyto. A Bbl novyemy gymaeTe, 4YTO A He TaHuy? Vinn 9 Bam Kaxkycb Cnuwikom crapa?

— MomunyniTte, Kak MOXHO... Ho B Takom crny4yae no3BosibTe MHe NpurnacuTb Bac Ha Masypky.
OaunHuoBa CHUCXOOQUTENBbHO YCMEXHYNach.

— M3BonbTe, — cka3ana oHa 1 nocmoTpena Ha Apkaams He To 4ToObl CBbICOKA, a Tak, Kak
3aMy>XHNE CEeCTpbl CMOTPST HA OMEeHb MONMOAEHBKNX BpaTbEB.

OpavHuoBa Gbina HeMHOro ctaplwe Apkaaus, e nowen ABaguatbe AEBATbIV ro4, HO B ee
NPUCYTCTBUM OH YyBCTBOBar ceb4 LUKONbHUKOM, CTYAEHTUKOM, TOYHO pasHuua NneT Mexay HUMK
Obina ropasgo 3HauuTenbHee. Marteei inbny npubnnsnncs K Hel ¢ BENMYECTBEHHLIM BUAOM U
nogobocTpacTHbIMM pedamun. Apkaguin oTolen B CTOPOHY, HO Npogorikan HabnoaaTtb 3a Heto: OH



He criyckan C Hee rnas v Bo BpeMd kagpunu. OHa Tak e HENpUHYXX4eHHO pasroBapusana c
CBOVIM TaHLOPOM, KaK 1 C CaHOBHMKOM, TUXO MOBOAMIA rOfoBOM W rrasamu 1 pasa Ba TUXo
3acmednack. Hoc y Hen 6binn HEMHOIO TOJSICT, Kak NOYTU Y BCEX PYCCKUX, U LBET KOXM HE Obin
COBEPLUEHHO YNUCT; CO BCEM TeM ApKaaum peLuns, YTO OH eLle HUKOr4a He BCTpeyan Takon
NpenecTHON XeHLWMHbl. 3BYK ee rorioca He BbIXOAWN Y HEro 13 yLuen; camble CKNnagku ee nnatbs,
Ka3anocCb, NOXWUINCb Y HEN NHaYe, YeM Y ApYrux, CTPOMHEE U LUInpe, N ABWXKEHUS ee Obinu
0COBEHHO NNaBHbl M €CTECTBEHHbI B OAHO 1 TO e BpeMS.

Apkaaui owyuian Ha cepaue HEKOTopy pobocCTb, Korga Npu NepBbiX 3ByKax Masypku OH
ycaxuBarcs Boarne CBOen JaMbl U, FOTOBACL BCTYMUTb B Pa3roBop, TOMbKO NPOBOAMI PYKOW NO
BOJSIOCaM M HE Haxo4MN HU eanHOoro cnosa. Ho oH poben n BofHOBANCcs HeAoMNro; CroKOMCTBME
OpavnHuoBoOK COOBLWMMNOCH M eMy: YETBEPTU HYaca He NPOLLO, KaK YK OH cCBOBGOAHO pacckasbiBarn O
cBOEM OTLe, Asae, o0 xu3Hum B NMetepbypre n B aepeHe. OanHLOBa crnyLlwana ero ¢ BeXNnBbIiM
y4yacTmem, crierka packpbiBas U 3akpbiBas Beep; 60NTOBHS ero npepbiBanach, korga ee sblbvpanu
kaBanepsbl; CUTHUKOB, MeXay NpoyuM, npurnacun ee Asa pasa. OHa Bo3Bpallanacbh, cagunach
CHOBa, bpana Beep, 1 gaxe rpyab ee He Aplwana obicTpee, a Apkaguin onatb NpUHUMancs
6onTtaTb, BECb NPOHWUKHYTbI CHAaCTUEM HaxXoauTbCA B ee BnmM30CTn, FOBOPUTL C HER, MNAAA B ee
rnasa, B ee npekpacHbii o6, BO BCce ee Munoe, BaxxHoe U ymHoe nuuo. Cama oHa roBopuna
Marno, HO 3HaHWe XXMU3HW CKa3blBasiocb B €e CroBax; No UHbIM ee 3ameyaHuamMm Apkagumn 3aknoyumn,
4YTO 9Ta MONOAAs XeHLMHa yXKe ycnerna nepeyvyyBcTBoBaThb U nepegymaTb MHOroe. ..

— C KeMm Bbl 9TO CTOANU? — cnpocuna oHa ero, — korga rocnoanH CUTHUKOB NoaBen Bac KO MHe?
— A Bbl ero 3ameTunu? — cnpocun B CBOK o4vepeab Apkagun. — He npasaga nu, kakoe y Hero
cnaBHoe Nuuo? 3To HekTo basapos, Mon NpuaTErb.

ApKaaui npuHANCa roBoputb 0 «ceoem npuatene». OH roBOpun 0 HEM Tak NOAPOGHO U C Taknm
BOCTOprom, 4yto OguHyoBa obepHynacb K HEMy U BHUMATENBHO Ha HEro nocmoTpena. Mexay Tem
Masypka npubnmkanack K KOHLY. ApKaaumio CTano Xanko pacctaTbCa C CBOEN JaMOW: OH Tak
XOPOLUO NpoBeN ¢ Her okono vaca! [NpaBaa, OH B Te4eHne BCero 3Toro BpeMeHu NOoCTOSAHHO
4YyBCTBOBan, kak OyaTo OHa K HEMY CHMCXOAMNa, Kak 6yaTto emy cnegoBarno ObiTb en
GnarogapHbIM... HO MOMOAbIE cepAala He TArOTATCA 3TUM YYBCTBOM.

Mya3blka ymonkna.

— Merci, — npomoneuna OanHuoBa, BcTaBas. — Bbl o6eLjany MHe NOCETUTb MEHS, NpUBE3NTE Xe C
coboni n Bawero npuaTtens. MHe 6ygeT oyeHb NOONLITHO BUAETE YENOBEKA, KOTOPbI MMeeT
CMErOCTb HY BO YTO HE BEPUTb.

'y6epHaTop nogowen k OAnHLOBON, 06BABWUII, YTO YXKMH FrOTOB, U C 03ab0YEHHbIM NULOM Noaan
en pyky. Yxoas, oHa o6epHynacbk, 4Tobbl B nocneaHunin pas ynblbHyTbCA U KMBHYTb Apkaaunto. OH
HW3KO MOKIOHWICS, MOCMOTPEnN en Bereq (Kak CTpOeH nokasancsa emy ee ctaH, 06nuTbIn
cepoBaTbiM 6neckom YepHoro wenka') n, nogymas: «B 9To MrHoBeHbe OHa yxe 3abbina 0 Moem
CyLLeCTBOBaHUM», — NOYYBCTBOBAI Ha AyLle Kakoe-TO U3ALLHOEe CMUPEHHUE. ..

— Hy 4t0? — cnpocun basapoB Apkaausi, Kak TOMbKO TOT BEPHYNCHA K HEMY B YrofoK, — NMOomy4yun
yaoBonbcTBue? MHe cenyac ckasbiBan oamH 6apuvH, 4TO 3Ta rocnoxa — ou-on-oun; aa 6apuH-To,
KaxeTcs, gypak. Hy, a no-tBoemy, 4To OHa, TOYHO — ON-ON-0nN?

— £ aToro onpegeneHbs He COBCEM MOHMMaID, — OTBeYan Apkagun.



— Bot ewe! Kakon HEBUHHbIN!

— B Takom cnyyae s He noHumato TBoero 6apuHa. OgnHuoBa o4eHb Muna — 6eccrnopHo, HO OHa
Tak XONOAHO M CTPOro cebsa AepXxuT, YTo...

— B Txom omyTe... Tbl 3Haewsb! — nogxsaTtun basapos. — Tl roBopuLLb, OHa xonogHa. B atom-to
caMblil BKyC 1 ecTb. Beab Tbl niobullb MmopoxeHoe?

— MoxeT 6bITb, — npo6opmoTan Apkagui, — 1 06 aTom cyauTb He mory. OHa xenaet ¢ Tobon
NMO3HAaKOMMUTbLCA U Npocuna MeHs, 4Tob s npuses Tebs K HEWn.

— Boobpakato, Kak Tbl MeHs pacnuceiBan! Bnpoyewm, Tbl nocTynun xopowo. Be3n meHsa. K1o 6bl
OHa HM Bbina — NPocTo N rybepHckas nbBuua Unu «amaHuyune» Bpoae KyKLwmuHOW, TONbKO Y Hel
Takue nneyu, Kaknx 9 He BMAbIBaN 4AaBHO.

Apkagusa nokopobuno ot uMHu3ama basapoBa, HO — Kak 9TO 4acTO Cry4yaeTCs — OH YNpPeKHyn
CBOEro NpUATENs He 3a TO UMEHHO, YTO EMY B HEM HE MOHPaBUNOCh. ..

— OT4ero Tbl He x04eLlb A4oNYCTUTb CBODOALI MbICIN B XeHLWuHax! — MporoBopun oH BNonronoca.
— OTT0r0, 6paTel, 4TO, N0 MOMM 3aMevYaHMAM, CBOOOAHO MbICNAT MEXAY XKEHLMHaMN TOMbKO
ypoabl.

Pasrosop Ha aTtom npekpatunca. O6a Mmonoabix YenoBeka yexanu Totyac nocre yxuHa. KykwunHa
HepBMYeCcKn-3nobHoO, HO He 6e3 pobocTu, 3acMmedanach UM Bocnen: ee camontobue 6bino rnyboko
YSA3BIIEHO TEM, YTO HU TOT, HU ApYyron He o6paTun Ha Hee BHMMaHUA. OHa ocTaBanachb No3xe
BCeX Ha Gane 1 B YeTBEPTOM Yacy HOYM NpoTaHLueBarna nosbky-mMa3ypky ¢ CUTHUKOBbIM Ha
NapVXKCKNIA MaHep. OTUM NOYYUTENbHBIM 3pENnnLLEM 1 3aBepLUNCA ry6epHaTOPCKMIA NpasgHuK.



XV

— MocmoTpuMm, K KakoMy paspsiay MIEKONUTAOLWMX NPUHAANEXNT cusa ocoba, — roBopun Ha
cnegywownin oeHb Apkagmio basapos, nogHMMasCb BMECTE C HAM MO NECTHULUE rOCTUHULbI, B
KoTopon octaHoBunacb OanHyoBa. — YyBCTBYeT MOM HOC, YTO TYT YTO-TO HENAAHO.

— A tebe ygusnsatock! — BocknukHyn Apkagmi. — Kak? Tol, Tbl, Basapos, npuaepxmnBaeLlbcsa Tom
y3KOW Mopanu, KOTopylo...

— Okomn Tbl Yyaak! — HebpexxHo nepebun basapos. — Pa3ee Tbl HE 3Haellb, YTO Ha HaLeM Hapeynn
N Ons Hallero oparta «HenagHo» 3Ha4nUT «nagHo»? MNoxuBa ecTb, 3HAa4YMT. He cam nu Tbl ceroaHs
rOBOPWJ1, YTO OHA CTPAHHO BhbILUMA 3aMyX, XOTS, MO MHEHUIO MOEMY, BbITK 3a BoraToro ctapuka —
AENO HNYYTb HE CTPaHHoe, a, HanpoTuB, GnaropasymHoe. A ropoaCcKMM TOMKaM HE BEPHO; HO
nobno aymatb, Kak roBOpuUT Hall o6pa3oBaHHbIN rybepHaTop, YTO OHM CNpaBeanymBbI.

Apkagui HMYero He oTBeYan n nNocTtyyancs B ABepb HoMmepa. Monogow crnyra B nuepee BBEN
obounx npuaTenen B 6onbLuyto KOMHaTY, MEGNMPOBAHHYIO AYPHO, Kak BCE KOMHATbl PYCCKUX
rOCTUHWL, HO YCTaBneHHyto uBetamu. Ckopo nossunack cama OguHLoBa B MPOCTOM YTPEHHEM
nnaTtbe. OHa ka3anach eLle MOroXe Npu cBeTe BeCEeHHero conHua. Apkagunin npeacrasun en
BasapoBa u ¢ TariHbIM yAMBRAEHMEM 3aMETWU, YTO OH Kak ByaATO CKOH(PY3nUNcs, Mexay Tem Kak
OauHuoBa ocTaBanacb COBEPLUEHHO CMOKOMHO, No-BYepallHeMy. baszapos cam noyyscTBOBan,
YTO CKOHCPY3Wncs, n emy crtano gocagHo. «Bot Tebe pas! 6abbl ncnyranca!» — nogyman oH u,
pasBansicb B Kpecne He xyxxe CUTHUKOBA, 3aroBopus rnpeyBennyeHHo pa3BasHo, a OanHuoBa He
cryckarna C Hero CBOMX SICHbIX rrnas.
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OpauHuoBa cunaena, NPUCOHACH K CIYHKE Kpecen, 1, NOMOXNB PyKy Ha pyky, cnywana basaposa.
OH roeopun, NpoTnB 0OLIKHOBEHUS, [OBOSIBHO MHOIO U SIBHO CTapascs 3aHATb CBOKO
cobecegHuuy, 4To onsaTb yameuno Apkagus. OH He Mor pewnTb, gocturan nn basapos ceoen
uenu. Mo nnuy AHHbl CepreeBHbl TpyAHO ObINO AoragaTbCA, Kakme oHa UCnbITbiBana
BrMeYaTneHnsa: OHO COXPaHASO OAHO U TO Xe BblpaXeHne, NPUBETIIMBOE, TOHKOE; ee npeKkpacHble
rnasa CBeTUINCb BHUMAHMEM, HO BHUMaHueM 6e3maTexHbiM. JlomaHme basapoBa B nepsble
MUHYTbI NOCELEHUsS HEMPUATHO NOAENCTBOBASIO Ha Hee, KaK ypHOM 3anax unu peskui 3ByK; HO
OHa TOTYacC e NOoHANa, YTO OH YYBCTBOBAas CMyLLEHWE, U 3TO er gaxe nonbctuno. OgHo nowwsnoe
ee oTTasnkMBaro, a B NOLWWOCTM HUKTO Bbl He ynpekHyn BasapoBa. Apkaanto NpuLWock B TOT A€Hb
He nepecTtaBaTtb yausnaTbca. OH oxugan, 4to basapos 3aroBoput ¢ OAMHLOBOW, Kak C
YKEHLLMHOM YMHOI0, O CBOMX YOEXAEHUSIX N BO33PEHUAX: OHA XKe caMa U3bsBWIa XXenaHme
nocnywartb YenoBeKa, «KKOTOPbI UMeeT CMEeNIOCTb HAYEMY HE BEPUTbY», HO BMeCTOo Toro basapos
TONKoBan 0 MeguuuHe, o romeonatun, o 6otaHmke. Okaszanocb, YTo OanHUOBa He Tepsana
BpEMEHMU B YeAUHEHUU: OHA NpoYsia HECKOMbKO XOPOLLMX KHUM U BblpaXkanacb npaBusiibHbIM
pycckum a3bikoM. OHa HaBerna peyb Ha My3bIKy, HO, 3aMeTuB, YTo basapoB He npusHaeT
NCKyCCTBa, MOTUXOHbKY BO3BpaTuUnach Kk 6otaHuke, xota Apkaguin n nyctmnca 6bino Tonkosatb O
3Ha4YeHUn HapoaHbix Menoaun. OanHLoBa Npogosmkana obpawaTbCa C HUM Kak C MnagLwnm
OGpaToMm: Ka3anocb, OHa LieHuna B Hem 4obpoTy 1 NpocToayLune MonogoCTU — U ToNbkKo. Yaca Tpu
C nuwKkom gnvnack 6ecefa, HeToponnmeas, pasHoobpasHas u xusas.

[Mpuartenun HakoHew, NOAHANNCL U CTanu NpoLaTbCS.



AHHa CepreeBHa nackoBo nornsgena Ha HMX, NpoTaHyna obonm CBOK Kpacusyto Genyto pyky wu,
nogymaB HEMHOrO, C HEPELUNTENBHOK, HO XOPOLUED yNnblGKOW nporoBopuna:

— Ecnu BbI, rocnoga, He 6ontech CKyku, npuesxarTte KO MHe B Hukonbckoe.

— Momunyiite, AHHa CepreeBHa, — BOCKIMKHYN Apkagui, — 1 3a 0COBeHHOe cYacTbe NoYTy...

— A Bbl, MCb€ basapoB?

BasapoB TonbKO NOKNOHUNCH — U Apkaauio B NOCNeaHNA pa3 NpULLNIOCh YAUBUTLCS: OH 3aMeTun,
4YTO NPUATESb €ro NoKpacHen.

— Hy? — roBopun oH emy Ha ynuue, — Tbl BCE TOr0 X€ MHEHUS, YTO OHa — ON-01-0MN?

— A kT0 ee 3HaeT! Buwb, kak oHa cebsa 3amoposuna! — Bo3pasun basapos 1, nomon4aBs HEMHOrO,
npubasun: — NepuorunHg, BnagetenbHaa ocoba. En 66l TonbKo wnerd c3agm HOCUTbL Aa KOPOHY
Ha rorose.

— Haww repuyorvHm Tak no-pyccku He roBopsT, — 3ameTun Apkaaun.

— B nepegene 6bina, 6paTtey Tbl MO, Hawero xneba nokyLana.

— A BCce-Taku oHa npenecTb, — npomonsun Apkaaui.

— OT1akoe 6oratoe Teno! — npogomkan basapos. — XoTb cenyac B aHaTOMUYECKUIA TeaTp.

— MNepecTtaHb, pagun 6ora, EBreHnin! 310 HXM Ha YTO HE NOXOXeE.

— Hy, He cepauck, HexxeHka. Cka3zaHo — nepBbIn copT. Hago 6yaeTt noexatb K HEW.

— Korpa?

— [a xoTb nocnesasTpa. YTo Ham 3aeck genatb-To! LLlamnaHckoe ¢ KykWwnHoOn NuTb?
PoacTteeHHuka TBoero, nnbepanbHOro caHoBHUKA, criywaTb?.. [locnesaBTpa e u MaxHeM.
Kctatn — 1 moero otuya ycagbbuwka ottyaa Heganeko. Beab ato Hukonbckoe no *** gopore?

- [a.
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Tpw gHA cnycts ob6a npuaTtena katunu no gopore B Hukonbckoe. [leHb CTOsIN CBETMNbIN U He
CIMLLKOM >KapKuin, N SMCKMUE CbITbl€ NoLagkmn ApY>XHO Bexanu, cnerka nomaxmeasi CBOMMu
3aKpyYEeHHbIMU U 3anneTeHHbIMU XBOCTaMu. Apkaaui rnsaen Ha aopory u ynelbanca, cam He
3Has yewmy.

— No3gpasb MeHs1, — BOCKITMKHYN BAPYr ba3sapos, — cerogHs 22 NoHA, 4eHb MOEro aHrena.
lMocmoTpum, Kak-To OH 060 MHe neveTcs. CerogHa MeHs JoMa XayT, — Npubasun OH, NOHWU3MB
ronoc... — Hy, nogoxayT, 4To 3a BaXXHOCTb!



XVI
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Mpuatenen Hawmnx BCTpeTUNU B NepeaHen ABa pochble Nnakesa B NMBpPeE; O4MH U3 HUX TOTYac
nob6exan 3a geopeukuM. [1Bopeukuii, TONCTbIN YENOBEK B YEPHOM dpake, HEMEAJIEHHO SIBUICA U
HanpaBwuI rocTer No yCTNaHHOW KOBpamMW NecTHULE B 0COOY0 KOMHATY, rae yXe CTOsnu ABe
KpoBaTn CO BCEMU NPUHAANEXHOCTAMM TyaneTa. B gome, Buanmo, LapcreoBan nopsgok: Bce
ObIN10 YNCTO, BCIOQY NaXM0 KaKMM-TO MPUMYHBIM 3anaxoM, TOYHO B MUHUCTEPCKMUX MPUEMHBIX.

— AHHa CepreeBHa NpocAT Bac noxanoBaTtb K HAM Yepes nonyaca, — 4ONoXun ABopeukmi. — He
OyaeT N OT Bac NOKaMECT Kakux NpukasaHui?

— Hukakux npukasaHuii He ByaeT, NOYTEHHENLW WA, — oTBeTUN basapoB, — pa3Be PrOMKY BOLOYKM
cobnaroBonuTe NOgHECTMW.

— Cnywato-c, — NpoMonBui ABOPeLKMIA He 6e3 HeJoyMeHbS N yAanuncs, CKpUnsi canoramu.
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— XopoLwua repuoruHs, — Bo3pasun Apkaguii, — ¢ NepBoro pasa npurnacuna k cebe Takmx CUnbHbIX
apUCTOKPaTOB, KaKOBbl Mbl C TOGOM.

[89]

ApKkaaui TONbKO NNeYoM MoXars... HO U OH YyBCTBOBas HEGONbLLOE CMYLLEHME.

cam, —

— bnarogapcTtBynTe, 4TO caepanu CrioBo, — Havana oHa, — MorocTuTe y MeHs: 34ecb, Npaso,
HegypHO. A Bac NO3HaKOMJIO C MOEN CECTPOID, OHa XOPOLLIO UrpaeT Ha opTenbsHo. Bam, mcbé
Basapos, aT0 Bce paBHO; HO Bbl, MCb€ KnpcaHoB, kaxeTcs, nobute mysbiKy; KpOMe CecTpbl, Yy
MEHSI XXMBET CTapyLUKa TeTKa, Aa coceq O4MH MHOrga HaesXaeT B KapTbl Urpatb: BOT U BCE Halle
obwecTBo. A Tenepb CAAeEM.
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Kpacusas 6op3sasn cobaka ¢ ronybbim oLenHnkoM Bbexana B rocTUHY0, CTy4a HOrTsiMK No nony, a
BCIe/ 3a Helo BolUma AeByLlKa fieT BoceMHaauaTu, Y4epHoBosiocasa 1 CMyrnasi, C HECKOMbKO
KPYrnbIM, HO MPUSTHBIM NMLOM, C HEGONbLWMMK TeMHbIMK rNasdamn. OHa gepkana B pykax
KOP3WHY, HarnoMHEHHYIO LiBETaMW.

— Bot Bam n mos Katg, — nporosopuna OamHUOBa, yKka3aB Ha Hee OBMXEHNEM rOfoBbl.

Kata cnerka npucena, nomecTunacbh Bo3fe CeCTpbl M NpuHanack pa3bupaTb uBeTbl. bop3as
cobaka, nmsi kotopor 6bino Pudu, nogowna, maxas XBOCTOM, NOOYepPenHO K 0O0OMM roCTAM U
TKHYNa KaXgoro n3 HUX CBOUM XONOLHbIM HOCOM B PYKY.

— OT0 Tbl BCe cama HapBana? — crnpocuna OguHuoBa.

— Cama, — otBeyvana Kars.

— A TeTywka npuaeT K 4ar?

- MNpwnpger.

Korpga KaTtsa roBopuna, oHa 04eHb MUo ynblibanack, 3aCTEHYMBO M OTKPOBEHHO, U rnsAena Kak-To
3abaBHO-CypoBO, CHU3Y BBEPX. Bce B Hel Bbino ele MONnoao-3eneHo: 1 ronoc, U NyLoK Ha BCEM
nvue, 1 po3oBble pykn ¢ 6enoBaTbiMK KPY>XKaMu Ha NAoHAX, U YYTb-4yTb CXaTtble nneyun... OHa
GecnpecTtaHHO KpacHena n 6bICTPO NnepeBoavna ayx.

OpawnHuoBa o6paTtunack kK basaposy.



— Bbl U3 npunnuns paccmaTtpuBaeTe KapTuUHKKW, EBreHnin Bacunbund, — Hadana oHa. — Bac a1o He
3aHuMaeT. [oaBunHbTECh-Ka Nnyylle K Ham, 1 JaBanTe NocnopuMTe O YeM-HUbyab.

basapos npubnuauncs.

— O yeMm npukaxeTe-c? — NPOMOSBUI OH.

— O yem xotuTe. NMpegynpexgato Bac, 4YTO A yxKacHasa cropuumua.

— BbI?

— 4. Bac aT10 kak 6yarto yamenget. [Nouemy?

— [NoTOMy 4TO, CKOMBKO S MOry CyauTb, Y BaC HpaB CMOKOWHbIW U XONOAHbIW, a 4SS crnopa HY>XXHO
yBrne4yeHue.

— Kak 370 Bbl ycrenun MeHs y3HaTb Tak CKopo? A, BO-nepBbIX, HETeprnennuea n HacCToM4MBa,
cnpocuTe nyywe KaTio; a BO-BTOPbIX, A OMEHb NErko yBrieKarcChb.

Baszapos nornagen Ha AHHy CepreeBHy.

— MoxeT 6bITb, Bam nyduwle 3HaTtb. MTak, Bam yrogHo cnopuTb, — U3BONbTE. A paccmatpmBan Bubl
CakcoHckon Lseriuapun B Balem anbbome, a Bbl MHE 3aMETUNK, YTO 3TO MEHS 3aHATb He
MOXeT. Bbl 9TO ckazanu oTToro, 4Yto He npegnonaraete BO MHe Xy4OXeCTBEHHOro CMbIcna, — aa,
BO MHE ENCTBUTENBbHO €ro HET; HO 3TW BUAbI MOMMY MEHS 3auHTEepecoBaThb C TOYKN 3peHUs
reoriorm4eckon, ¢ TOYKM 3peHust oopmanum rop, Hanpumep.

— Vi3BMHUTE; Kak reonor, Bbl CKOpee K KHUre npuberHeTe, K cneynanbHOMY COYMHEHUIO, a He K
PUCYHKY.

— PucyHoK HarnsgHo npefcTaBUT MHE TO, YTO B KHUME U3MOXEHO Ha LenblX 4eCATU CTpaHuuax.
AHHa CepreeBHa nomon4ana.

— W Tak-Takn y Bac HM Kanenbkn Xy4OXKEeCTBEHHOrO CMbICNa HET? — NPOMONBMIa OHa, 06NOKOTACH
Ha CTON U 9TUM CaMbIM ABMXEHMEM Npubnuame cBoe Nuuo K basaposy. — Kak e Bbl 9T0 6e3 Hero
obxogutecb?

— A Ha 4YTO OH HY>XeH, NO3BOJIbTE CNPOCUTBL?

— [1a xoTb Ha TO, YTOD yMeTb y3HaBaTb U U3y4aTb NOAEN.

Basapos ycmexHyncs.

— Bo-nepBbIX, Ha 3TO CyLLECTBYET XU3HEHHbIN ONbIT; @ BO-BTOPbIX, AOJIOXY BaM, U3y4aTb
oTAenbHble NMMYHOCTU He CTOUT Tpyaa. Bece nioam apyr Ha gpyra noxoxm Kak Tenom, Tak u OyLwom;
Y KaXgoro n3 Hac Moa3r, ceneseHka, cepaue, ferke oOanHakoBO YCTPOEHbI; N Tak Ha3blBaeMble
HPaBCTBEHHbIE Ka4yecTBa OOHUN U Te Xe y BceX: Hebonblune BUAOM3MEHEHUS HUYETO HEe 3HavaT.
[locTaToyHO O4HOMO YernoBeYecKoro ak3emnnsapa, 4Tobbl cyantb 060 Bcex Apyrux. Jliogn, 4to
AEePEBbSA B Necy; HM 0auH BOTaHWK HE CTaHET 3aHUMaTbCS KaXaok oTaenbHo 6epeso.

KaTtq, koTopas He cnewa nogbupana LBeToK K UBETKY, C HEAOYMEHMEM NOAHSANA rnasa Ha
BasapoBa — 1, BCTpeTuB ero 6GuICTpbii U HEOPEXHbIN B3rNsaa, BCAbiXHYNa BCA A0 yLen. AHHa
CepreeBHa nokavyana rosioBou.

— [epeBbs B necy, — nosTopuna oHa. — Ctano 6bITb, No-BalleMy, HET pasHuLbl MexXay rnynbiM u
YMHbIM 4YenoBEKOM, Mexay A00pbIM 1 3MbiM?

— HerT, ecTb: kak mexay 60nbHbIM 1 300pOBbIM. J1erkue y 4axoTo4HOro He B TOM NOSIOXEHUU, KaK Y
HacC C BaMu, XOTb YCTPOEHbI 04MHAaKoBO. Mbl NpnbNnanTensHoO 3Haem, OTYEro NPOUCXOaAT
TenecHble Heayrn; a HpaBCTBEHHbIE 6ONE3HM NPOUCXOAAT OT AYPHOrO BOCMUTAHWUS, OT BCAKUX
MyCTAKOB, KOTOPbIMW Cbi3mana HabusaroT NACKNe ronoBbl, OT 6€306pa3HOro COCTOSAHUSA



obwecTBa, ogHUm cnosoM. cnpaBbTe 06LecTBO, 1 GonesHen He Byaer.

Basapos roBopwun Bce 3TO C Takum BUAOM, Kak ByaTo B TO XXe BpeMs gyman npo cebs: «Bepb MHe
UIn He Bepb, 3TO MHe Bce eanHo!» OH MeaneHHo NpoBoAMA CBOUMU ANTIMHHLIMW Nanbuamu rno
6akeHbapgam, a rnasa ero 6eranv no yrnam.

— W Bbl Nnonaraete, — npomoneuna AHHa CepreeBHa, — 4YTO, Koraa obLecTBO NCMPaBUTCS, YXKE He
OyaeT HY rnynbIX, HA 3MbIX NI0gEen?

— Mo kpanHen mepe, Npn NpaBUIbHOM YCTPOMUCTBE 0bLLecTBa coBepLUeHHO ByaeT paBHO, rnyn nm
YenoBeK U1 yMeH, 301 nnu gobp.

- [a, noHnmato; y Bcex byaeT ogHa u Ta e ceneseHka.

— VIMeHHO Tak-c, cyaapbIHS.

OpavHuoBa obpaTtunack K Apkagunto:

— A Balle Kakoe MHeHue, Apkagun HukonaeBny?

— 4 cornaceH ¢ EBreHmem, — oTBeyan oH.

KaTa nornsgena Ha Hero ncnognobbsi.

— Bbl MeHs yauBensieTe, rocnoga, — npomonsuna OanHUoBa, — HO Mbl elle ¢ BaMu noTonkyem. A
Tenepb, A ChblWwy, TeTywka naeT Yaum nNuTb; Mbl AOSDKHbI NOWAANTL ee YL,

TeTywka AHHbI CepreeBHbl, KHsKHA X...... A, XyOeHbKas U ManeHbKas XXeHLLNHa C CXaTbiM B
Kya4yoK JiMLOM U HENOABWXHbBIMU 3IbIMW FNa3amMn nNog ceaor Haknazakoun, Bowna un, easa
MOKMOHMBLUMCb FOCTAM, ONYCTUNAach B LUMPOKOe BapxaTHOE KPecno, Ha KOTOPOEe HUKTO, KpoMeE ee,
He nmen npaesa cagutbcd. Katsa noctaBuna en ckameriky nog Horu: ctapyxa He nobnarogapuna
ee, Jaxe He B3rnsHyna Ha Hee, TOMbKO NoLueBenuia pykamu rnof XenToo LWarnbko, NOKPbIBaBLLED
noYTK BCe ee TueayLwHoe Teno. KHskHa nobuna xenTbi UBET: Y HEel 1 Ha Yenue Obinun apKo-
XenTble NEeHTHI.

— Kak Bbl nounBanu, TeTtywka? — cnpocuna OanHyoBa, BO3BbICUB rOSioC.

— OnaTtb aTa cobaka 3aech, — NpoBopYana B OTBET CTapyxa U, 3ameTmB, 4To Pudun caoenana asa
HepeluMTenbHbIE Lara B €e HanpasfeHnn, BOCKIMKHYNa: — bpbicb, 6pbIch!

KaTsa nossana ®udcun n otBopuna eun aABepb.

®dundun pagocTtHoO Bpocunack BOH, B Hagexae, 4To ee noBeayT rynatb, HO, OCTaBLUMCh OAHA 3a
ABEpPbI0, HaYana CKpecTuchb 1 NoBu3rnBaTth. KHskHa Haxmypunack, Kata xotena 6b1510 BbIRTH. ..
— A gymato, yau rotoB? — npomonsuna OanHyosa. — [focnoga, nongemMTe; TeTyLlKa, noxanymnre
Yan KyLaTb.

KHs>kHa Monya BCcTana ¢ Kpecna n nepeas BbiLluna U3 rocTUHOW. Bce oTnpaBunuce Beneg 3a Hen B
cTonoByto. Kazayok B nMBpee C LyMOM OTOABUHYIN OT CToNa o6noXXeHHoe nogyLKamu, Takke
3aBETHOeE, KPecno, B KOTOpoe onycTunack KHsbkHa; KaTs, pasnveasLiasa 4Yan, nepBon en nogana
YallKy C packpalweHHbIM repbom. Ctapyxa nonoxuna cebe meny B YallKy (OHa Haxoguna, 4To
NUTb Yan C caxapoM W rpeLlHo U JOPOro, XOTS camMa He TpaTuna KONnemkn HU Ha 4YTo) 1 Bapyr
cnpocuna XpunsblM rofloCoM:

KHecb
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Ons-pagu

— beperutecsb, — 3ameTuna AHHa CepreesHa, — Mbl ¢ [lopdurpuem MNnatoHbivem Bac pa3obbem. A
Tbl, KaTq, — npubaBmna oHa, — cbirpan Yto-Hnbyab Apkaaunio Hukonaesudy; oH No6UT My3biKy, Mbl



KCTaTu nocnywaem.
KaTta HeoxoTHO npnbnuamnack Kk popTenbsaHo; n Apkaanii, XOTs TOYHO 06U My3biky, HEOXOTHO
noLuen 3a Hen: eMy Kasarnocb, 4to OguHLOBa ero OTChIfIaeT, a y Hero Ha cepue, Kak y BCAKOro
MOSOJ0ro YernoBeKka B ero rofpl, y>xe HakMnasno Kakoe-To CMyTHOE ¥ TOMUTENBHOE OLLyLeHneE,
rnoxoxee Ha npeavyBcTBME Nb6BU. Kata nogHana KpbiwKy popTenbaHo 1, He rnags Ha Apkagus,
npomMornBuna Brnosrosoca:

— Yt0 e Bam cbirpatb?

— Y10 X0TUTE, — paBHOOYLLHO OTBETUN ApKagui.

— Bbl kakyto My3biky 6onbLue nobute? — nostopuna Katg, He nepeMeHsAst NONoXeHMs!.

— Knaccnyeckyto, — Tem Xe roriocom oTeeTun Apkagui.

— MouapTta nobute?

— MouapTta nobnto.

KaTa gocrtana ue-MonbHyto coHaTty-haHTasuio MouapTta. OHa urpana o4eHb XopoLlo, XOTS
HEMHOro CTPOro u cyxo. He oTBoAs rnas oT HOT M KPEenKo CTUCHYB rybbl, cuagena oHa HEMNOABMXHO
N NPSAMO, U TONBbKO K KOHLY COHaTbl JIMLO ee pa3ropernock N ManeHbkas npsgb pasBUBLLNXCA
BOJSIOC ynana Ha TEMHYL0 OpOBb.

Apkaausi B 0cO6GeHHOCTM nopasuna nocnefHaa 4actb COHaThl, Ta YacTb, B KOTOPOW, Nocpeamn
nneHnTeNnbHON Becenoctn 6ecneyHoro Haneea, BHE3aNHO BO3HMKAOT NOPbIBbI TAKOW rOPECTHOMN,
noYTK Tparmyeckom ckopbu... Ho mbicnn, BO30YyXaeHHbIe B HEM 3Bykamu MouapTa, OTHOCUIUCH
He Kk KaTe. [Nsas Ha Hee, OH TOnbKo nogyman: «A BeAb HeQypHO urpaeT ata 6apbilHS, 1 cama
OHa HealypHa».

crnpsitanacb

[92]

[93]

— lNongemTe rynateb 3aBTpa NOyTpY, — CKa3ana oHa emMy, — 1 XO4y y3HaTb OT BacC NaTUHCKMe
Ha3BaHWA NONEBbIX PACTEHUN U UX CBOUCTBA.

— Ha 4t0 Bam natunHckue Ha3BaHuA? — cnpocun basapos.

— Bo BceMm HyXeH nopsagok, — otBevana oHa.

— Yt0 3a yygecHas xeHwuHa AHHa CepreeBHa, — BOCKINUKHYI Apkaanin, OCTaBLUUCL HaeauHe ¢
CBOVIM [pyromM B OTBEAEHHOWN UM KOMHaTe.

— [a, — otBevan basapos, — 6aba ¢ mosrom. Hy, n Buaana >xxe oHa Buapl.

— B kKakom cmbicrne Tbl 9TO roBopuLlb, EBreHnin Bacunbny?

— B xopowem cmbicne, B xopowiem, 6aTiowwka Bbl Mor, Apkagun Hukonamy! A yBepeH, 4To oHa u
CBOVIM UMEHMEM OTNNYHO pacnopsikaeTtcs. Ho 4yno — He oHa, a ee cecTpa.

— Kak? ata cmyrneHbkan?

— [a, aTa cmyrneHbkasi. 3TO BOT CBEXO, U HETPOHYTO, N NYrAnBO, N MOMYanmBo, N BCE YTO
Xxoyelwb. BOT keM MOXHO 3aHATLCA. V3 9TOM elle 4TO B3gyMaellb, TO U caenaellb; a Ta — TepTbin
Kanau.

Apkaaui HM4ero He oTBeyan basapoBy, 1 Kaxablvi U3 HUX fer cnaTtb ¢ OCOBEHHBIMU MbICNISAMU B
rorose.

N AHHa CepreeBHa B TOT Bedep gymara O CBOUX roctax. basapoB en noHpaBuscs — OTCyTCTBUEM
KOKeTCTBa U CaMol0 pe3KoCTblo cyxaeHun. OHa Bugena B HEM YTO-TO HOBOE, C YeM el He



Cny4anocb BCTPETUTLCS, a OHa Bbina nobonbiTHa.

AHHa CepreesHa 6bina AOBOMbHO CTPaHHOE CyLecTBO. He nmesa HMkakux npegpaccyakos, He
nMest Aaxke HUKaKuX CUITbHbIX BEPOBaHUW, OHa HU Nepeq Yem He ycTynana v Hukyaa He wna. OHa
MHOroe ACHO Buaena, MHOroe ee 3aHMMaro, U HUYTO He YAOBNETBOPSANO ee BNOSHE; Aa OHa eaBa
NV 1 Xenana nonHoro yaosnetTsopeHund. Ee ym Obin NbITAMB 1 paBHOAYLIEH B O4HO U TO Xe
BPEMSA: €€ COMHEHNA He yTUXanu HUKorga oo 3abbiBYUMBOCTU U HUKOrAa He gopacTtanu 4o
Tpesorn. He 6yab oHa 6orata n He3aBucuma, oHa, 6bITb MOXeT, Gpocunack 6b1 B 6UTBY, y3Hana
Obl cTpacTb... HO el XXMnock nerko, XOTs OHa K cKyyana nogdac, U oHa npogoshkana npoBoXaTb
AeHb 3a JHEM, He creLlla v Nyb n3peaka BonHysAch. PagyxHble Kpacku 3aropanucb nHorga vy
HeWn nepea rnasamu, HO OHa OTAbIXana, Korga OHM yracanu, u He xanena o Hux. BooGpaxeHue ee
YHOCUNOCH Aaxe 3a npeaesbl Toro, YTo no 3akoHamMm OBbIKHOBEHHOW MOpanu cyMTaeTcs
A03BOMEHHbIM; HO U TOr4a KPOBb €€ MO-NPEeXHEMY TUXO KaTunack B ee 06aaTenbHO-CTPONHOM U
crnokonHom Tene. bbiBano, BbIiasa 13 61aroBOHHON BaHHbI, BCA TEMNAs U pa3HeXXeHHas, oHa
3amMeyTaeTCs O HUYTOXHOCTU Xn3HW, 06 ee rope, Tpyae v 3ne... [lywa ee HanonHUTCA BHE3aMHOK
CMENOCTUIO, 3aKMNUT GnaropoaHbIM CTPEMIIEHNEM; HO CKBO3HOM BETEP NoayeT U3 nony3akpbiTOro
OKHa, u AHHa CepreeBHa BCS COXXMETCH, W XarnyeTcs, U NOYTU CepamTCH, U TONbKO OOHO e U
HY>KHO B 9TO MrHOBEHME: YTOObI HE Ayn Ha Hee 3TOT ragkuii BeTep.

Kak Bce XeHLMHbI, KOTOPbIM HE yAanochb NontbuTb, OHa XoTena 4Yero-To, cama He 3Hasi, 4Yero
nmeHHo. Co6CTBEHHO, €11 HUYETO HE XOTENOChb, XOTA €M Ka3anochk, YTO e XOTENOCb BCErO.
MokonHoro OanHUoBa OHa efiBa BbIHOCUIA (OHa BbiLSia 3@ HEro Mo pacyeTy, XOTS OHa, BEPOSATHO,
He cornacunack 6bl caenaTbCa ero XeHou, ecnun 6 oHa He cuyMTana ero 3a 4obporo vyenoseka) u
nony4unna TanHoe OTBPaLLEHNE KO BCEM MY>XYMHAM, KOTOPbIX NpeacTaBnsna cebe He nHaye Kak
HEONPATHBLIMU, TXKENBIMU N BANbIMU, BECCUNBHO AOKYYNMBLIMUK CyllecTBamun. Pa3 oHa rge-To 3a
rpaHuLen BCTpeTua Monoaoro Kpacueoro weefa ¢ pbiuapCkMM BblpaXXeHnem nuua, ¢ YeCTHbIMU
rony6biMu rnazamm NoA OTKPbITbIM NI6OM; OH NPOU3BEN Ha HEE CUIbHOE BreYyaTieHne, HO 3TO He
nomeLuarno en BepHyTbcsa B Poccuto.

«CTpaHHbIN YenoBeK 3TOT fekapb!» — Aymana oHa, nexa B CBOeun BeNKONenHoW NocTenu, Ha
KpY>XeBHbIX noAgyLukax, no4 nerkum wenkosbiM ogesasnioM... AHHa CepreesHa Hacnegosana ot
oTUa YacTuLy ero HakNnoHHOCTK K pockown. OHa oYeHb Nobuna CBOEro rpeLHoro, Ho A4o6poro
oTua, a OH oboxan ee, APYXeNOOHO LWYTUI C HEW, KaK C POBHEN, U AOBEPSANCS el BNOSHE,
coBeToBarcs ¢ He. MaTb CBOK OHa efiBa MOMHUNA.

«CTpaHHbIN 3TOT Nekapb!» — noBTOpMna oHa npo cebs. OHa NnoTAHynack, ynblGHyNack, 3akuHyna
PYKu 3a ronosy, NOTOM npobexana rnasamu CTpaHuubl ABE riynoro ppaHLy3ckoro pomaxa,
BbIPOHWUIIA KHWXKKY — W 3acCHyna, BCS YMCTas U XONOAHasi, B YACTOM U AyLIMCTOM Benbe.

Ha cnepytowee ytpo AHHa CepreeBHa ToT4ac nocne 3aBTpaka oTrnpaBunack 60TaHM3npoBaTh C
BasapoBbimM 1 Bo3BpaTuUnack nepeq cambiM 06eaom; Apkaguin HUKyaa He oTiny4dancsa u npoBen
okono 4aca c Katen. EmMy He 6bIn0 CKy4HO C HElo, OHa cama Bbi3Banacb NOBTOPUTL EMY
BYEpALLHIOK COoHaTy; HO korga OguHLoBa BO3BpaTUach HaKOHEL, Korga oH yBuaarn ee — cepaue
B HEM MIHOBEHHO CXanochk... OHa Lwna no cagly HeCKOMbKO YCTarol NOXOAKOW; LEeKN ee anenu, u
rnasa cBeTUNNCb apye 0ObIKHOBEHHOMO MO CONTOMEHHOLO Kpyrnoto wnanon. OHa BepTena B
nanbLax TOHKUIN ctebenek NoNeBoro UBeTKa, Nerkas MaHTUNbsA CNyCTUach en Ha NOKTH, K
LUMPOKNE cepble NEeHThI WANbI NPUITbHYNN K ee rpyan. basapos wen c3agn ee, caMOyBEPEHHO U



HebpexXHO, Kak Bcerga, Ho BblpaXeHue ero nuua, XoTsl BeCcenoe 1 gaxe nackoBoe, He
noHpasunock Apkaguio. NMpobopmoTas ckBO3b 3ybbl: «34paBcTByii!» — BazapoB oTnpasunics K
cebe B KOMHaTy, a OanHLoBa paccestHHO noxana Apkaguio pyKy 1 ToXe npoLuia MUMO ero.
«3apaBcTByu, — nogyman Apkaguin... — PasBe Mbl He BUOENUCb CEerogHA?»
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Apkaauii Bce 370 3amedarl, HO XxpaHun npo cebsa cBom 3amevaHus.
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A mexay Tem basapos He coBceMm owmbancs. OH nopa3sun BoobpaxeHne OgMHLOBOW; OH
3aHuMMarn ee, OHa MHOro 0 HeM gymarna. B ero oTcyTcTBMe OHa He cky4yana, He »Jana ero; Ho ero
NnosiBfieHne ToT4ac ee OXMUBNANO; OHa OXOTHO OCTaBanacb C HAM HaeaMHE N OXOTHO C HUM
pasroBapuvBana, axe Toraa, korga OH ee cepawn unm ockopbnan ee BKyC, ee U3sLHbIe
npuBbldkM. OHa kak 6yaTo xoTena u ero ucnbeltatb, U cebs nssegathb.

[97]

— A, ctapuHa, 3gpaBcTByn! — BOCKNUKHYN basapos.

— 3apascTByiiTe, baTiowka EBreHnii Bacunbmny, — Hayan CTapuyok U pagoCTHO yNbIGHYNCS, OTYEro
BCE NULO ero BAPYr NOKPbINIOCb MOPLLMHAMM.

— 3ayem noxanosan? 3a MHOW, YTO Ib, Npucnanu?

— Momunyiite, 6aTioWwKa, Kak MOXHO! — 3anenetan Tumodemny (OH BCMOMHMA CTPOrnin Hakas,
nony4YeHHbIi OT 6GapuHa nNpu oTbesae). — B ropog no rocnogckMm genam exanu ga npo Bawly
MUIOCTb YCNbIXanu, Tak BOT U 3aBEPHYNN NO NyTW, TO €CTb — MOCMOTPETb Ha Bally MUMOCTb... a
TO KaK )Xe MOXHO 6ecnokouThb!

- Hy, He Bpu, — nepebun ero basapos. — B ropoa Tebe pasBe 3gecb gopora?

Tumocdpbeny nomMaAncs u HAYEro He oTeevarn.

— Ortew 3gopoB?

— CnaBa 6ory-c.

- N maTb?

— M ApuHa BnacbeBHa, cnaea 1ebe rocnogu.

—XXayT meHsa Hebocb?

CTapu4ok CKnoHun Habok CBOK KPOLLIEYHYIO FOMOBKY.

— Ax, EBreHun Bacunbuy, kak He xgaTb-To-c! BepuTe nu 6ory, cepaue U3HbIfo, Ha poauTenen Ha
BaLLMX FMNSA04MN.

— Hy xopowo, xopowwo! He pacnucbkiBan. CKaxm UM, 4TO CKOpo Byay.

— Cnywato-c, — co B3goxom otBedan Tumodend. Beinaa ns goma, oH obenmm pykamm Haxnobyumn
cebe kapTy3 Ha ronosy, B3obpancsa Ha yborme 6eroBble APOXKN, OCTaBNEHHbIE UM Y BOPOT, U
nonnencs pbiCLON, TONbKO HE B HanpaBneHuu ropoaa.

Beuepom Toro xe aHa OguHuyoBa cugena y cebsa B komHaTe ¢ basaposbiM, a Apkaani
pacxaxusan no 3ane u cnywan urpy Katn. KHshkHa ywna k cebe HaBepx; oHa BoobLue TepneTb He
MOrfa roctemn, n B 0COBEHHOCTM 3TUX KHOBbIX OrONTENbIX», KaK OHa UX Ha3biBana. B napagHbix
KOMHaTax OHa TOSbKO Aynack; 3aTo y cebs, nepea CBOEK roOpHUYHON, OHa paspaxanacb nHoraga
Takow BGpaHblo, YTO Yenew, npbiran y Hen Ha ronoBe BMeCTe ¢ Haknaakon. OanHUoBa Bce 3TO
3Hana.



— Kak e 310 Bbl exaTb cobupaeTtech, — Ha4ana oHa, — a obewjaHme Bawe?

Basapos BcTpeneHyncs.

— Kakoe-c?

— Bbl 3a6b1nn? Bbl XoTenu gaTb MHE HECKOSbKO YPOKOB XMMUMK.

Pelouse et Frémy, Notions générales de Chimie
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— A NOMHUTE: Bbl MEHS YBEPSANN, YTO KHUTA HE MOXET 3aMeHUTb... A1 3abblna, Kak Bbl BbIpa3unmchb,
HO Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO A XO4Yy cKasaTb... MOMHUTE?

— Yrto genatb-c! — nosTOpUn basapos.

— 3ayem exatb? — nporosopurna OguHLoBa, NMOHMU3MB rosnoc.

OH B3rngaHyn Ha Hee. OHa 3aKkuHyna rofioBy Ha CMUHKY Kpeces U CKpecTuna Ha rpyam pyku,
obHaxxeHHble Ao nokter. OHa ka3anacb 6negHer Npu cBeTe OANHOKOW NamMnbl, 3aBELLEHHON
Bbipe3HOI0 BymakHot ceTkon. LLnpokoe 6enoe nnartbe NOKpbiBano ee BCHO CBOMMU MATKUMMU
CKnagkamu; eaBa BUOHESTUCb KOHYMKN €€ HOT, TOXe CKpPeLLEeHHbIX.

— A 3a4em ocTaBaTbca? — oTBevan basapos.

OpauHuoBa cnerka noBepHyra rosnoey.

— Kak 3a4em? pa3Be BaMm y MeHsi He Beceno? Vinu Bbl gymaeTe, 4To 06 Bac 34ecChb xarneTb He
OynyT?

— 71 B 3TOM y6exaeH.

OpguHuoBa nomonyana.

— HanpacHo Bbl 370 gymaeTe. Brnipoyem, 8 Bam He Bepto. Bbl He MOrnv ckasaTb 3TO CEPbE3HO. —
basapoB npogomkan cnaetb HENOABWMXHO. — EBreHnr Bacunbuy, 4To e Bbl MONyuTe?

— [a yto MHe ckasaTtb Bam? O nioasix Boobuye xanetb He CTOUT, a 000 MHE NoAaBHO.

— OT0 novemy?

— ¥ YenoBek NONOXUTENbHbIW, HEUHTEPECHbLIN. [[OBOPUTL HE YMEIO.

— Bbl HanpawwmBaeTech Ha Nbe3HocTb, EBreHni Bacunobuy.

— OTO He B MOMX npuBblYkax. Pa3se Bbl He 3HaeTe camMu, YTO U3SLLHAA CTOPOHA XU3HU MHE
HeJOCTyrnHa, Ta CTOPOHa, KOTOPOHK Bbl Tak JOPOXUTE?

OaunHuoBa nokycana yron HoOCoBOro nnaTtka.

— lymainTte, 4to XOTUTE, HO MHE ByaeT CKy4HO, KOraa Bbl yefeTe.

— Apkagum octaHeTcq, — 3ameTun basapos.

OpauHuoBa cnerka noxarna nnevyom.

— MHe BygeT cky4yHo, — noBTOpMIa OHa.

— B camom gene? Bo BcskoM crnyvae, JONro Bbl CKyvaTb He ByaeTe.

— Otyero Bbl Tak nonaraete?

— OTTOroO, 4YTO Bbl CAMM MHE CKa3arnu, YTO CKyyaeTe TOMbKO Toraa, korga sawl nopsgok
HapyLaeTcd. Bbl Tak HenorpewnTenbHO NPaBUbHO YCTPOUIU BaLly XWU3Hb, YTO B HEW HE MOXET
ObITb MeCTa HW CKyKe, HU TOCKE... HUKAKUM TsDKeNbIM YyBCTBaM.

— W Bbl HAXoauTe, YTO S HeMnorpeLwnTenbHa... TO eCTb YTO A Tak NPaBUbHO yCTpouna CBOK
XWU3Hb?

— Ewe 6b1! [la BOT, Hanpumep: Yepes3 HECKONMbKO MUHYT NPOBbET AECATb YacoB, U 9 yXKe Hanepea
3Halo, YTO Bbl NPOrOHUTE MEHS.



— HerT, He nporoHto, EBreHnin Bacunbuny. Bel MoxeTe octatbcs. OTBOPUTE 3TO OKHO... MHE YTO-TO
AYLHO.

Basapos BcTan v TonkHyn okHo. OHO pa3oM CO CTYKOM pacnaxHynock... OH He oxuaan, YTo OHO
TakK flerko OTBOPSNOCh; NPUTOM €ro pyku gpoxanu. TeMHasa Msarkas Houb rnsHyna B KOMHaTy C
CBOWM MOYTU YEpPHbIM HEOGOM, cnabo WymMeBLIMMN AEPEBLAMUN U CBEXUM 3anaxoM BOSbHOTO,
4YMCTOro BO3ayxa.

— CnycTtute wWropy n cageTte, — npomonesuna OguHUoBa, — MHE xo4eTca nobonTtaTte C BaMu nepeq
BalLMM OTbe3aoM. Pacckaxnte MHe 4To-HMBYyab 0 camom cebe; Bbl HMKorga o cebe He roBopuTe.
— A cTapatoch 6ecegoBaTb ¢ BaMu 0 NpegMeTax nonesHbix, AHHa CepreeBHa.

— Bbl 04€eHb CKPOMHBI... HO MHe xoTenock Obl y3HaTb YTO-HMOYAb O Bac, O Balwlem CEMENCTBE, O
BalLieM OTUe, ANA KOTOPOro Bbl HAC NokuaaeTe.

«3a4yeM OHa roBopuT Takue cnoea?» — nogyman basapos.

— Bce 370 HUCKONBKO HEe 3aHMMAaTEeNbHO, — MPOU3HEC OH BCIYX, — 0COOEHHO ANs Bac; Mbl NOAN
TEMHbIE. ..

— A 1, no-Bawemy, apucTokpaTka?

Basapos nogHan rnasa Ha OguHUoBY.

— [a, — npoMonBuN OH NpeyBenMYeHHO Pe3KO.

OHa ycmexHynace.

— £ By, Bbl MEHA 3HaeTe Mano, XOTS Bbl U YBEPSETEe, YTO BCe NoauM ApYr Ha gpyra NoxXoXu N 4To
NX n3yyaTb He CTouT. S Bam Korga-Hmbyab pacckaXKy CBOI XMU3Hb... HO Bbl MHE Npexae
pacckaxeTe CBOI0.

— A Bac 3Hato mano, — nostopun basapos. — MoxeT ObiTb, Bbl NpaBbl; MOXET ObITb, TOYHO, BCAKUNA
YyenoBek — 3aragka. [la xoTs Bbl, HAaNpUMep: Bbl YyXaaeTecb obLecTsa, Bbl UM TATOTUTECH — U
npurnacunm K cebe Ha XXMTenbCTBO ABYX CTYAEHTOB. 3a4eM Bbl, C BalUMM YMOM, C BaLLEHD
KpacoTolo, XXUBETE B AePEBHE?

— Kak? Kak Bbl 3T0 ckasanu? — ¢ XnBocTbto nogxsatuna OguHyosa. — C MOeWn... KpacoTon?
Basapos Haxmypuncs.

— OTO BCe paBHO, — NpobopmoTan OH, — A XOTen cka3aTb, YTO HE MOHMMAIO XOPOLLEHBLKO, 3a4eM Bbl
nocenunuce B gepesHe?

— Bbl aTOro He noHnmaeTte... OgHako Bbl 06bsAcHseTe aTo cebe kak-HMbyab?

—[a... 4 nonarato, 4To Bbl NOCTOSAHHO OCTaeTeCb Ha OAHOM MeCTe NOTOMY, YTO Bbl cebs
n3banosanu, NOTOMY, 4YTO Bbl O4EHb NOBUTE KOMpopT, yaobCcTBa, a KO BCEMY OCTanbHOMY OYEHb
paBHOOYLLHbI.

OauHuyoBa onATb yCMEeXHynachb.

— Bbl pelunTtensHO He XOTUTE BEPUTL, YTO A CNocoOHa yBnekaTbCca?

BasapoB ncnognobbs B3rnsHyn Ha Hee.

— JTrobonbITCTBOM — NOXanywn; HO He Have.

— B camom gene? Hy, Tenepb 9 NoHMMato, NoYeMy Mbl COLLUIUCh C BaMU; Beb U Bbl TAKOW Xe, Kak
A.

— Mbi cownucee... — rnyxo npomorsun basapos.

— [a!.. Beab 5 3abbina, 4YTO Bbl XOTUTE yexaTb.



Basapos BcTtan. Jlamna Tyckno ropena nocpean noTeMHeBLUEN, 6r1arOBOHHOW, yeaUHEHHON
KOMHaTbl; CKBO3b U3peKa KOSbIXaBLUYCS LUTOPY BMBanach pasgpaxunTeribHas CBEXeCTb HOYN,
CnblWanockb ee TauHCcTBeHHoe wenTtaHve. OanHLOoBaA He WweBenunacb HA OAHUM YIEHOM, HO
TaHOe BOfIHEHME OXBaTbIBarno ee noHemHory... OHo coobwwmnocek bazaposy. OH BApyr
noyvyBcTBOBan cebst HaegMHe ¢ MONOAO, MPEKPACHOID XKEHLLMHOM. ..

— Kyna BbI? — MeaneHHo nporosopuna oHa. OH HNYero He oTBeYarn v OnycTUCsa Ha CTyr.

— Utak, Bbl cuMTaeTe MeHsi CNOKOMHbBIM, N3HEXEHHbIM, M30anoBaHHbIM CyLLLECTBOM, — MpoAosKana
OHa TEM >Xe rofilocoM, He CnycKas rnas c okHa. — A 8 Tak 3Hato o cebe, 4TO A O4YeHb HecyacTnmBa.
— Bbl HecuacTnuebl! OTyero? Heyxenu Bbl MOXeTe NpyaaBaTb Kakoe-HUbyab 3Ha4YeHME OPSHHbIM
CnNeTHamM?

OauHyoBa Haxmypunacbk. Ev cTtano gocagHo, YTO OH Tak ee MOHSAN.

— MeHs 3T cnneTHn gaxe He cmewaT, EBreHnin BacunbeBuny, u 8 cnvwkom ropaa, 4Ytobbl
NO3BOMUTb MM MeHS BecnokonTb. A HecYacTnMBa OTTOrO... YTO HET BO MHE XXeNaHWs, OXOTbl XUTb.
Bbl HeQOBEPUYMBO HA MEHS CMOTPUTE, Bbl AyMaeTe: 9TO rOBOPUT «apUCTOKpaTKa», KOTopasi BCH B
Kpy>KeBax u cuauT Ha BapxaTHOM Kpecne. S 1 He CKpbIBaoCh: S NGO TO, YTO Bbl Ha3biBaeTe
KOMJXOPTOM, 1 B TO XK€ BpPEMS s Masno Xenat XuTb. [pumnpnte 910 NPOTUBOPEYME KaK 3HaETe.
Bnpoyem, 310 BCe B BalIMX rnasax pOMaHTU3M.

basapoB noka4darn ronoeoto.

— Bbl 300poBbI, HE3aBMCUMbI, BoraTbl; Yero xe ewe? Yero Bbl XoTUTE?

— Yero 4 xouy, — nosTopuna OguHLoBa 1 B3goXHyNa. — A o4eHb ycTana, s ctapa, MHe KaxeTcs, S
O4YeHb AaBHO XuBy. [la, A cTapa, — npubaBuna oHa, TUXOHbKO HAaTArMBasi KOHLbl MaHTUbU Ha
cBou oBGHaXkeHHble pyku. Ee rnasa BcTpeTunuch ¢ rmasamu basapoBa, 1 OHa YyTb-4yTb
nokpacHena. — [o3agm MeHs yxxe Tak MHOro BOCMOMUHAaHWIA: Xun3Hb B [eTepbypre, 6oratcTeo,
notom 6e4HOCTb, MOTOM CMEPTb OTLA, 3aMy>KeCTBO, NOTOM 3arpaHn4yHas noesaka, kak cregyer...
BocrnomuHaHu MHOro, a BCMOMHUTbL HEYero, 1 Bnepeau nepego MHOW — ANVHHAA, ANIMHHaS
aopora, a uenu Het... MHe 1 He xo4eTcsa uaTu.

— Bbl Tak pasoyapoBaHbI? — cnpocun basapos.

— HeT, — npomoneuna ¢ pacctaHoBkor OauHLUOBA, — HO 9 He yaoBneTBopeHa. KaxeTcs, ecnn 6 g
MOrfa CUNbHO NPUBA3aTbCA K YeMy-HUbyapb. ..

— Bam xoueTtcs nontobutb, — nepebun basapos, — a nontobuTb Bbl HE MOXETE: BOT B YEM Balle
HecyacTue.

OauHuoBa npuHAnNack paccmaTpuBaTbh pykaBa CBOEW MaHTUIbU.

— Pa3sBe s He mory nontobutb? — npoMonBeunia oHa.

— EpBa nn! Tonbko 1 HaNpacHO Ha3Ban 3To HecvacTMeM. HanpoTue, TOT CKOpee AOCTOUH
coXareHusi, C Kem aTa LITyKa criyyYaeTcs.

— CnyyaeTtca 4to?

— MNontobuTs.

— A Bbl NoYem 37O 3HaeTe?

— lNoHacnblwke, — cepanto otBevan basapos.

«Tbl KOKETHUYaeLb, — Nogymar OH, — Tbl CKy4aellb U Apa3HuLLb MEHS OT HeYero aenarb, a
MHe...» Cepaue y Hero 4enUcTBUTENBHO Tak 1 pBarnochb.



— MpwuToMm, Bbl, MOXET ObITb, CANLIKOM TpeboBaTeNbHbI, — MPOMOMBUIT OH, HAKNOHMBLUNCb BCEM
Tenom Bnepeg n urpas 6axpomoto kpecna.

— MoxeT 6bITb. Mo-moemy, unu Bce, unu Hudero. KnsHb 3a xunsHb. Baan moto, otgan ceoto, 1
Toraa yxe 6e3 coxaneHma n 6e3 BosspaTa. A TO nydlle 1 He Hafo.

— Yto x? — 3ameTun basapos, — 3T0 ycnoBue crnpaseanneoe, U 9 YANBNAKChb, Kak Bbl 40 CUX
nop... He HaLNK, Yero Xxenanw.

— A Bbl gymaeTe, Nnerko otaatbCs BNosiHe Yemy 6bl TO HY BbIno?

— He nerko, ecnu cTaHelwb pasmbIWnATb, Aa BbbKMAATb, a camomy cebe npyaaBathb LiEHY,
AOPOXNTb COBOID TO €CTh; @ HE Pa3MbILLNSAS, OTAATbCA OYEHb NErko.

— Kak >xe coboto He JopoxuTb? ECnn 8 He MMEI0 HUKaKOW LieHbl, KOMY K& HY>XHa MOS
npegaHHoCTb?

— JTO yXe He Moe [eno; 9To Aeno Apyroro pa3bupaTb, kakaa Mod LeHa. [[naBHoe, Hago yMeTb
oTAaTbCA.

OauvHuyoBa oTaenunack OT CMWHKN Kpecna.

— Bbl roBopuTe Tak, — Ha4ana oHa, — kak 6yaTo Bce 3TO UCNbITanw.

— K cnosy npuwnock, AHHa CepreesHa: 370 BCe, Bbl 3HaeTe, He Mo MOen YacTu.

— Ho BbI 661 cymenu otaatbea?

— He 3Hal0, xBacTaTbCcs He Xouy.

OpavHuoBa Hu4Yero He ckasana, v basapos ymork. 3Byku hopTenbAHO JoneTenu 40 HUX U3
FOCTUHOW.

— Yro ato KaTta Tak no3gHo urpaet, — 3ameTtuna OamHuoBa.

basapoB nogHsncs.

— [a, Tenepb TOYHO NO34HO, Bam Nopa noynsaTb.

— lNoroawnTe, Kyaa e Bbl CNEWnTe... MHE HY>XHO cka3aTb BaM OJHO CIOBO.

— Kakoe?

— MoroguTe, — wennyna OguHuoBa.

Ee rnasa octaHoBunuce Ha basapose; ka3zanocb, OHa BHMMaTESbHO ero paccmaTpusana.

OH npowencsa no koMHaTte, NOTOM BAPYT NPUGMIM3UIICA K HEN, TOPOMSIMBO CKa3arn «NpoLLanTey,
CTUCHYN el pyKy Tak, YTO OHa YyTb He BCKPWUKHYIa, 1 Bbilwen BoH. OHa nogHecna cBou
CKneuBLUMeca nanbupl K rybam, nogyna Ha HUX U BHe3arnHo, NopbIBUCTO NOAHSBLUUCH C Kpecna,
Hanpasunacbk GbICTPLIMKM LIAramun K ABepu, kak bbl xxenas BepHyTb basaposa... [opHu4Has Bowwna
B KOMHaTy C rpadmHom Ha cepebpsHom nogHoce. OamHLOBa OCTaHOBUNACh, Benena en yntu un
cena onATb, M ONATb 3agyManacbh. Koca ee passunachb 1 TeMHOM 3Meen ynana K Heil Ha nneyo.
JNNamna ewe gonro ropena B komHaTe AHHbl CepreeBHbl, 1 4OSTO OHAa OCTaBarachb HEMOABWXKHOIO,
NULWb n3peaka NpoBoad NanbLamu no CBOMM pykam, KOTopble crierka nokycblBan HOYHOW Xonos.
A Baszapos, 4Yaca gBa cnycTsi, BepHyrcs k cebe B crnanbHi0 C MOKPbIMW OT pOCbl canoramu,
B3bepoLLeHHbIN 1 yrptombln. OH 3acTtan Apkagms 3a MMCbMEHHbLIM CTOMOM, C KHUIOW B pyKax, B
3aCTerHyTom JOBEpPXY CIOPTYKE.

— Thbl ewwe He NOXnUNca? — NPOroBOpus OH Kak 6bl ¢ 4OCaAOoMN.

— Tbl gonro cugen cerogHs ¢ AHHon CepreeBHou, — npomoneun Apkagui, He oTBeYyas Ha ero
BOMpOC.



— [a, 9 ¢ Hen cngen Bce Bpems, noka Bbl ¢ KatepnHon CepreeBHon urpanun Ha opTenbaHo.
— A He vrpan... — Hayan 6bino Apkaguin n ymonk. OH YyyBCTBOBar, YTO Crnesbl NPUCTYNanu K ero
rnaeam, a eMy He XOTenoChb 3anfnakaTb nepes CBOMM HacMeLUIMBbIM APYroM.



XVIII

Ha cnepytowmii aeHb, korga OguHuoBa sBunack K Yaro, bazapoB Aonro cugen, HarHyBLUNCh Haz
CBOEIO YalLLKO, Aa BAPYr B3rNsHyn Ha Hee... OHa obepHynacb K HEMy, Kak OyaATO OH ee TOMKHYn,
1 emy nokasanocb, 4YTO nmuo ee cnerka nobneagHeno 3a Hodb. OHa CKOpO yLina Kk cebe B KOMHaTy
1 NosiBuUnach TONbKO K 3aBTpaky. C yTpa noroga crosna goxanmeasi, He 6b1110 BO3MOXHOCTH
rynsatb. Bce o6wectBo cobpanock B rocTUHY0. Apkagui gocTtan nocnegHuin HyMep XXypHana u
Havan ynTtaTb. KHskHa, N0 0ObIKHOBEHUIO CBOEMY, CNEpBa Bbipa3suna Ha nuue CBoeM yaAUBIEHME,
TOYHO OH 3aTeBasl HeYTO HENPUNNYHOE, MOTOM 31100HO yCTaBMnachb Ha HEro; HO OH He obpaTun Ha
Hee BHUMaHUs.

— EBreHun Bacunbesuy, — nporosopuna AHHa CepreeBHa, — noMgemMTe Ko MHe... A xo4dy y Bac
cnpocuTsb... Bbl Ha3Banu B4epa ogHO PYKOBOACTBO. ..

OHa BcTana 1 HanpaBunach K ABepsam. KHs>kHa nocMoTperna BOKPYr C TaknMM BblpaXXeHUeM, Kak Obl
Xenana ckasaTtb: «[locMoTpuTe, NOCMOTPUTE, Kak 4 N3yMNACh!» — 1N ONSATb yCTaBunach Ha
Apkagus, HoO OH BO3BbICUI FONOC U, NepernsaHysLnck ¢ KaTten, Bo3ne KOTOpon cuaen, npogorkan
YTeHue.

OpavHuoBa cKopbIMU LWaramun gowna 4o cBoero kabnHeTta. baszapoB NPOBOPHO criefoBan 3a Heto,
He nogHMMas rnas v TOMbKO NOBS CIYXOM TOHKUM CBUCT U LLENECT CKOMb3UBLLUErO Nepes HUM
wenkosoro nnatbd. OanHLOBa ONyCcTUNach Ha TO Xe caMOe KPecro, Ha KOTOPOM cuaerna
HakaHyHe, 1 ba3apoB 3aHAn BYepalLHee CBOe MeCTO.

— Tak Kak e Ha3blBaeTCs 3Ta KHMra? — Hayana oHa nocrie HebonbLIOro Mof4YaHus.

[99]

OauHuoBa nNpoTaHyna pyky.

— EBreHni Bacunbuy, n3BMHUTE MEHS, HO S NO3Bana Bac ctoa He ¢ TeM, 4Tobbl paccyxaatb 06
yyebHukax. MHe xoTenocb BO306HOBMTbL HaLL BYEpPALLUHUIA pa3roBop. Bbl yLwunu Tak BHE3anHo...
Bam He ByaeT cky4HO?

— A k Bawmum ycnyram, AHHa CepreeBHa. Ho o yem, 6uwb, 6ecegoBanu Mbl BYepa ¢ Bamn?
OpavnHuoBa Gpocmna KOCBEHHbIV B3rnsg Ha basaposa.

— Mbl roBopunu ¢ Bamu, KaxxeTcsl, 0 cHacTuun. A Bam pacckasbiBana o camon cebe. Kctatum BoT, 4
yrnomsiHyna crnoBo «cyactue». CKkaxute, oT4ero, gaxe Korga Mbl Hacrnaxgaemcs, Hanpumep,
MY3bIKOW, XOPOLUUM BEYEPOM, Pa3roBOPOM C CUMNATUYECKUMU NIIOABMW, OTHErO BCE 3TO KaXKeTCH
cKopee HamMeKoM Ha Kakoe-To 6e3aMepHoe, rae-To CyLeCcTBYOLEE cHacTUe, YeM OENCTBUTENBHbLIM
cyacTueMm, TO eCTb TaknM, KOTOPbLIM Mbl camn obnagaem? OT4ero 310? Mnb Bbl, MOXET ObITb,
Hu4ero nogobHoro He owyuiaeTte?

— Bbl 3HaeTe noroBopky: «Tam XOpoLwlo, rae Hac HeT», — Bo3pa3un basapos, — NpUTOM e Bbl camu
ckasanu BYepa, YTO Bbl HE YOOBNETBOPEHLI. A MHE B rOflIoBY, TOYHO, TakMe MbICIN HE NPUXOAAT.
— MoxeT 6bITb, OHW KaXXyTCA BaM CMELUHbIMWN?

— HeT, HO OHM MHe He NpuxoaAT B rosoB.y.

Bbl

— Kak? s Bac He noHnmalo.

— MocnywanTte, 9 AaBHO xoTena 06bACHMTLCA C Bamu. Bam Heyero roBopuTtb, — Bam 3TO0 CaMuUM
N3BECTHO, — YTO Bbl YENOBEK HE 13 Yncna 0ObIKHOBEHHbIX; Bbl €LLEe MOOoAbl — BCA XU3Hb nepes,
Bamu. K yemy Bbl cebs rotoBute? kakas 6yayLHOCTb OXXmaaeT Bac? s XOvy ckasaTb — Kakou Lenu



Bbl XOTUTE AOCTUTHYTb, KyAa Bbl nAeTe, YTO Yy Bac Ha Aywe? CrnoBOM, KTO Bbl, YTO Bbl?

— Bbl meHs yauensiete, AHHa CepreeBHa. Bam n3BecTHO, YTO S 3aHMMalOCb €CTECTBEHHbLIMU
Haykamu, a KTo 4...

— [a, kTo BbI?

— A yxxe goknagpiBan Bam, 4To 9 6yayLwimi yesaHbli nekapb.

AHHa CepreeBHa caernana HeTeprnenueoe ABUXEHNE.

— 3ayem Bbl 3T0 roBopuTe? Bbl aTOMy camu He BepuTe. Apkaanin Mor Obl MHE OTBEeYaTb TakK, a He
Bbl.

— [a yem xe Apkagui...

— MepectaHbTe! Bo3MOXHO nn, 4TOObLI Bbl YAOBONLCTBOBANMCH TAKOK CKPOMHOK AEeATENBHOCTLIO,
N He camu Ny Bbl BCcerga yTeepXxgaeTe, YTo Ang Bac MeguumHa He cyulecTtsyeT. Bbl — ¢ Bawunm
camontobuem — yesaHblvi nekapb! Bbl MHe oTBevaeTe Tak, 4Tobbl OTAENaTbCs OT MEHS, NMOTOMY
YTO Bbl HE MMEEeTEe HUKAKoro oBepusa KO MHe. A 3HaeTe nu, EBreHnn Bacunbuy, 4yto 9 ymena Obl
NMOHATb Bac: 4 cama 6bina 6egHa n camontobuea, Kak Bbl; A NpoLuia, MOXeT ObiTb, Yepes Takue xe
NCNbITaHWS, KaK 1 Bbl.

— Bce at0 npekpacHo, AHHa CepreeBHa, HO Bbl MEHSA U3BUHUTE... 9 BOOOLLIE HE NPUBLIK
BbICKa3bIBaTbCS, Y MEXAY BaMUN N MHOKO Takoe paccTosiHUE. ..

— Kakoe pacctosiHme? Bbl onaTb MHe ckaxeTe, 4YTo s apucTokpaTka? NonHoTe, EBreHni
Bacunbuny; s Bam, kaxeTcs, gokasana...

— [la n kpome TOro, — nepebun basapos, — 4TO 3a OXOTa roBOPUTL M AymaTb O ByayLiem, KoTopoe
BonbLueto YacTbio He OT Hac 3aBUCUT? BeingeT cny4var 4To-HMbyab caenatb — NpekpacHo, a He
BbIAET, — N0 KpanHen mepe, Tem Byaellb JOBOSMEH, YTO 3apaHee HanpacHo He BonTan.

— Bbl Ha3biBaeTe gpyxeckyto 6eceqy 6ontoBHen... Vnun, MoxXeT BbiTb, Bbl MEHS, KaK XEHLUWHY, HE
cuMTaeTe JOCTOMHO Ballero nosepus? Beab Bbl HAC BCexX Npe3npaeTe.

— Bac s He npesupato, AHHa CepreeBHa, 1 Bbl 9TO 3HaETE.

— HeT, 8 HU4ero He 3Hato... HO MOSIOXKNM: S MOHMMALO Balle HeXenaHme roBopuTb 0 byayuien
BalLlen OeATerNbHOCTU; HO TO, YTO B Bac Tenepb NPOUCXOOUT...

— Mpowncxogut! — nosTOpUN Basapos, — TOYHO A rocyaapcTBO kakoe nnun obuwecTtso! Bo Bcskom
cny4vae, 3T0 BOBCE He NobOonNbITHO; 1 NPUTOM pa3Be YenoBeK BCErga MOXeT rPOMKO CKa3aTb BCe,
YTO B HEM «MPOUCXOANT»?

— A 9 He BUXY, NOYeMy HeNnb34 BbiCKasaTb BCe, YTO MMeeLlb Ha ayLue.

Bol

— Mory, — otBe4ana AHHa CepreeBHa nocne HebonbLloro konebaHms.

Basapos HaknoHwn ronosy.

— Bbl cyacTtnmeee mMeHs.

AHHa CepreeBHa BONPOCUTENBHO MOCMOTPENa Ha Hero.

— Kak xotute, — npogosmkana oHa, — a MHe BCe-Takun YTO-TO rOBOPUT, YTO Mbl COLLITUCb HEQAPOM,
4TO Mbl Bygem xopoLmmMmn apy3baMn. A yBepeHa, Y4To Balwla 3Ta, Kak Obl cka3aTb, Balla
HanNPS>XeHHOCTb, COEPXaHHOCTb UCYE3HET HaKkoHeL?

— A Bbl 3aMeTUNN BO MHE COEPXAHHOCTb... KaK Bbl eLle BbIPa3uIiUCh... HaNpPsXXeHHOCTb?

- [a.



Basapos BcTan u nogoLuen K okHy.

— W Bbl )enanu 6bl 3HaTb NPUYNHY 3TOW CAEPXKAHHOCTH, Bbl XXenanu Obl 3HaTb, YTO BO MHE
npoucxoguT?

— [a, — noBTopuna OguHLOBa C KaKUM-TO, €N eLLle HENOHATHLIM, UCMYTOM.

— W Bbl He paccepguTtecb?

— Her.

— HeT? — BasapoB cTosn K Hel cnuHoto. — Tak 3HawTe xe, 4To A Nbno Bac rnyno, 6e3ymHo. ..
BoT yero Bbl fob6unuce.

OpavHuoBa npoTaHyna Bnepeq obe pyku, a basapos ynepcsa nbom B cTekno okHa. OH 3aabixancs;
BCE TENO ero Bnaumo tpenetano. Ho 3710 6bin10 He TpeneTaHme IHOLLECKON pOoBOCTU, HE CnagKuii
y>Xac NepBoro npuM3HaHusa oBrnagen nUM: 3To CTpacTb B HEM Bunack, CUnbHasa 1 TsXxenas —
CTpacTb, NOXoXas Ha 3106y 1, ObiTb MOXeT, cpogHu en... O4MHLOBOWN CTanNo U CTPALUHO U Xarnko
ero.

— EBreHuin Bacunbuny, — nporoBopuria oHa, 1 HEBOSbHAsA HEXHOCTb 3a3BeHera B ee rosoce.

OH BbIcTpo 06epHynca, 6pocun Ha Hee NOXMparoLLmiA B30op — U, CXBATMB ee 06e pyKku, BHE3amnHo
npuBenek ee kK cebe Ha rpyab.

OHa He ToT4ac ocBoboaunack U3 ero 06bATUIA; HO MTHOBEHBE CMYCTS OHA YXKe CTOsiNa Aaneko B
yrny n rmagena ottyaa Ha basaposa. OH pBaHyIncs K HeW. ..

— Bbl MeHs He NoHsANK, — npolenTana oHa ¢ TOponnMBbIM Ucnyrom. Kasanochk, LwarHu oH eLle pas,
OHa 6bl BCKpuKHYyna... bazapos 3akycun rybbl v BbiLen.

Monyaca cnycTts cnyxaHka nogana AHHe CepreeBHe 3anucky oT basapoBa; oHa coctosina u3
OHOWM TONbKO CTPOUKN: «[JormKeH nn A cerofHs yexatb — Unn Mory octatbes A0 3aBTpa?» —
«3ayeM yezxatb? H Bac He NOHMMarna — Bbl MEHS HE NOHANWY», — oTBeTUna emy AHHa CepreeBHa,
a cama nogymana: «f n ceba He NoHMManay.

OHa go obepa He nokasbiBanacb U BCe Xoawna B3ag 1 Bnepes no CBOEM KOMHaTe, 3anoXuB pyKu
Hasaf, u3peka octaHaBnMBasiCb TO Nepes OKHOM, TO Nnepes 3epkanom, n MeaneHHo nposoauna
nnaTkoM Mo Lee, Ha KOTOPOoW en Bce Yyaunock ropsdee natHo. OHa cnpawwuBana cebs, 4to
3acTaBnsano ee «gobueaTbCsay, N0 BblpaxkeHWo basaposa, ero OTKPOBEHHOCTU, U He nogo3pesana
NN OHa Yero-HmMbyap... «4 BUHOBATA, — NPOMOSIBUIIA OHA BCIYX, — HO 4 3TO HE Morna
npeasuaeTb». OHa 3agymMblBanach U KpacHena, BCOMUHas noyTun 3sepckoe nuuo basaposa,
Korga oH 6pocuncs K Hen. ..

«nn?» — nponsHecna oHa BApPYr, 1 OCTaHOBMMAchk, U TpsAXHyNna kyapsamu... OHa yBuaena cebs B
3epkane; ee Hasag 3aKkMHyTas rofioBa C TAUHCTBEHHO YNbIOGKOM Ha NONy3aKkpbIThIX,
nonypackpbITbiX rnasax u rybax, kasanocb, roBopuna en B 3TOT MUr YTO-TO TaKoe, OT Yero oHa
cama cmyTunace...

«HeT, — pewmnna oHa HakoHel, — 6or 3HaeT, Kyaa Obl 3TO NOBENO, 3TUM HEMb3A LWYTUTb,
CMOKOWCTBMNE BCE-TaKM NyyLle BCEro Ha cBeTe.

Ee cnokorictBre He BbINo NOTPSICEHO; HO OHA oneYvanunach 1 aaxe BCNakHyna pas, cama He
3Has OTYero, TONbKO HE OT HaHeceHHoro ockopbneHus. OHa He YyBCcTBOBana cebs
OCKOpOBEHHOID: OHa CKopee YyBCcTBOBana cebs BuHoBaTo. o BAMSIHMEM PasfMyHbIX CMYTHbIX
YyBCTB, CO3HAHWNA YXOASALLEN XN3HN, KeNaHNA HOBM3HbI OHa 3acTaBuna ceba aonTn Ao N3BECTHOM
YyepTbl, 3acTaBuna cebs 3arnsaHyTb 3a Hee — 1 yBuaana 3a Hen gaxe He 6e3gHy, a nycToTy... Unu



6e3o0bpasue.



XIX

Kak Hu Bnagena coboto OgMHL0Ba, Kak HM CTosiNa Bbllle BCAKMX NpeapaccyakoB, HO U e bbIno
HENoOBKO, KOorga oHa aBunach B CTONOBYH K 06ey. Bnpoyem, oH npoluen 4OBOSMbHO
GnarononyyHo. MNopdurpwnii MNnaToHbIY Npuexan, pacckasan pasHble aHEKAOTbl; OH TOMBKO YTO
BepHy”ncsa ua ropoga. Mexay npoyunm, oH coobuwmn, yto rybepHaTtop, bypaany, npukasan cBOMM
YMHOBHMKAM NO OCOObLIM NOPYYEHUAM HOCUTb LLNOPbI, HA CyYain ecrnv OH NOLNET UX Kyaa-
HMOYAb, 4Ns CKOPOCTU, BepXOoM. Apkaaui Bnonronoca paccyxgan ¢ Katen n gunnomatmyecku
npucnyxmeancs kHsXHe. basapos ynopHo un yrpromo monydan. OguHuoBa pa3a aBa — NpsiMo, He
YKpagKon — nocMoTpena Ha ero fnvuo, CTPOroe u Xern4yHoe, ¢ onyLeHHbIMY rnasamu, ¢
OoTneYyaTKoOM NMpe3puUTenbHON PELUMMOCTU B KaXXQ0W YyepTe, U nogymana: «HerT... HeT... HeT...»
Mocne o6ena oHa co BceM ob6LWecTBOM oTnpasunachk B cag u, Buas, Yto basapos xenaet
3aroBOpuUTb C HElD, caenana HeCKONbKO LaroB B CTOPOHY M ocTaHoBunack. OH npubnumauncs K
HEeWn, HO U TYT He NOAHAN rnas u rrayxo nNPOMOSBUIT:

— 4 pomkeH n3BMHNTBLCSA nepeq Bamu, AHHa CepreeBHa. Bbl HE MOXeTe He rHeBaTbCA Ha MEHS.
— HeT, a Ha Bac He cepxycb, EBreHuit Bacunbuny, — otBevana OanHUoBa, — HO 1 OoropyeHa.

— Tem xyxe. Bo Bcsikom cnyyae, 1 4OBOMbHO Haka3aH. Moe nonoxeHue, ¢ 3TUM Bbl, BEPOATHO,
cornacutech, camoe rrynoe. Bol MHe Hanucanu: 3ayem yeaxartb? A 9 He MOry U He Xo4y
ocTtaTbcs. 3aBTpa MeHs 34eck He byaer...

— EBrennn Bacunbuy, 3a4em Bbil...

— 3ayem S yesxar?

— HerT, 9 He To xoTena ckasaTb.

— MNpowepgero He BopoTuLb, AHHa CepreeBHa... a paHoO U NO34HO 3TO AOMKHO ObIno
CNy4nTbCH, CriegoBaTenbHO, MHE HAQo6HO yexaTtb. H NOHMMato TOfbKO O4HO YCNoBME, Npu
KOTOpPOM 51 Obl MOr OCTaTbCS; HO 3TOMY YCINOBUIO HE OblBaTh HUKOr4a, BeAb Bbl, N3BMHUTE MOKO
AEepP30CTb, He NtobuTe MeHs 1 He nontobute HMkoraa?

mas3a basapoBa cBepKHyNN Ha MrHOBEHbE U3-MOA TEMHbIX ero 6poBsen.

AHHa CepreeBHa He oTBeYana emy. «¥ 60l0Cb 3TOro YenoBeKa», — MENbKHYMO Y HEW B rofoBe.
— Mpowarite-c, — nporoBopun basapos, kak 6bl yragas ee MbICfb, U HAaNPaBWICs K AOMY.

AHHa CepreeBHa TUXOHbBKO noLura Bcnep 3a HAM K1, nogossas KaTio, B3sina ee nofg pyky. OHa He
paccTaBanacb C Hen 0O caMoro Beyepa. B kapTbl oHa urpaTb He cTana n Bce bonbLue
rnocmMemBanacb, YTO BOBCE He LMo K ee nobnegHesBLIEMY U CMYLLLEHHOMY nuuy. Apkagui
HegoyMmeBan 1 Habnogan 3a Heto, Kak Monoaple noan HabnoaarT, TO eCTb NOCTOSIHHO
BonpoLwan camoro cebs: 4to, mon, 310 3HauMT? basapoB 3anepcs y cebsa B kKOMHaTE; K Yato OH,
ofHako, BepHyncs. AHHe CepreeBHe XOTenoch cka3aTb €My Kakoe-HMbyab 4obpoe CnoBo, HO OHa
He 3Harna, KaK 3aroBopuTb C HUM...

HeoxugaHHbIM cnydyan BbiBes ee U3 3aTpyaHeHUs: ABopeukuin gonoxun o npuesge CuTHuKoBa.
TpyaHo nepefaTtb CroBamu, Kakor nepenenkon BreTen B KOMHaTYy MOSIO40W NPOrpeccucT.
PewmnBLUMCb, C CBOMCTBEHHOIO €My HA30UMMBOCTLIO, MOEXaTb B AEPEBHIO K XXEHLLMHE, KOTOPYHO OH
e[Ba 3Han, KOTopas HMKOr4a ero He npurnawana, Ho y KOTOpOW, No cOBpaHHbIM CBEAEHMUAM,
roCTUNM Takne ymHble n 6nun3kne emy nogu, OH Bce-Takm poben 4o Mmo3sra KOCTen U, BMECTO TOro
4YTO6ObI MPOM3HECTUN 3apaHee 3aTBEPXKEHHbIE N3BUHEHWUSA N MPUBETCTBUA, MPOBOPMOTan Kakyr-To
ApsiHb, YTO EBAOKCKSA, AeckaTb, KyklwnHa npucnana ero y3HaTb 0 300opoBbe AHHbI CepreeBHbl 1



41O Apkaamin Hnkonaesud Toxe eMy Bcerga oT3blBancs ¢ Benuyaniwieto noxsarnon... Ha atom
CNOBE OH 3arnHyncs U NOTEPSNCA A0 TOro, YTo cen Ha cobcTBeHHyo wnsany. OgHako, Tak Kak
HUKTO ero He nporHan n AHHa CepreeBHa faxe npeacTaBuria ero TeTke U cecTpe, OH CKOpo
onpasunca un 3atpewan Ha cnasy. [losiBneHne nownocTn GbIBaeT YacTo NOME3HO B XXU3HU: OHO
ocnabnsaeTt CNULWKOM BbICOKO HACTPOEHHbIE CTPYHbI, OTPE3BNASIET CaMOyBEPEHHbIE UMK
camo3abbiBYMBbLIE YyBCTBA, HaNnoMmMHasi UM ceoe 6nmskoe poacTeo ¢ HUMK. C NpubbITUEM
CuTHMKOBA BCe CTaro Kak-To Tyrnee — 1 NpoLye; BCe Aaxe MNoy>XUHanv nnoTHen n pasoLwsnmch
cnaTb NOMy4Yacom paHbLUe OObIKHOBEHHOTO.

— A mory Tebe Tenepb NOBTOPUTL, — FOBOPUI, Nexa B noctenn, Apkaguin bazaposy, KOoTopblI
TOXe pasfencs, — To, YTO Tbl MHe cka3arn ogHaxabl: «OT4ero Tbl Tak rpycteH? BepHo, ncnonHun
Kakon-HNOyab CBALLEHHbIN JONT?»

Mexay obommn monogbiMu NOAbMU C HEKOTOPbIX NOP YCTAaHOBUIIOCh Kakoe-TO fKepasBAa3HOoe
noaTpyHUBaHWE, YTO BCeraa Cry>XUT NPU3HaKoM TanHOro HeY40BOJSIbCTBUS UM HEBbICKa3aHHbIX
NoaO3PEHNN.

— A 3aBTpa Kk 6aTbKe yeaxato, — nporoBopun basapos. Apkaguin npunoaHAancsa n onepca Ha
nokoTb. OH 1 yameunca n noyemy-to obpagosancs.

— Al — npomonBun OH. — U Tbl OT 3TOro rpycTeH?

Baszapos 3eBHyn.

— MHoro 6ygelb 3HaTb, COCTapeeLlbCs.

— A kak xxe AHHa CepreeBHa? — npogosmkan Apkagun.

— Yto Takoe AHHa CepreeBHa?

— A xo4y ckasaTtb: pa3Be oHa Tebs OTnyCcTUT?

— Ay Hel He HaHuMancs.

Apkagun 3agymarncs, a baszapoB ner n noBepHyncs fMuUoM K CTEHE.

[MpoLLno HECKONMBbKO MUHYT B MOMYaHUN.

— EBreHun! — BocknukHyn Bapyr Apkaguin.

— Hy?

— A 3aBTpa c To6oN yeay Toxe.

basapoB HN4ero He oTBeyvarn.

— Tonbko g gomou noeny, — npogomkan Apkagunin. — Mbl BMecTe oTnpaBuMcs 4O XOXITOBCKUX
BbICESIKOB, @ Tam Tbl BO3bMellb Y PenoTta nowagen. A 6bl ¢ yaoBONbCTBUEM NO3HAKOMUIICS C
TBOUMMU, fa A BOKCb U UX CTECHUTL K TebSA. Beab Tbl NOTOM ONATbL NpueaeLlb K Ham?

— Ay Bac cBom Bewm octasun, — oto3Basncs basapos, He o6opaynBasce.

«3a4yeMm xe OH MeHSl He crnpaluvBaeT, NoYeMy A ey? 1 Tak Xe BHe3arnHo, Kak n oH? — nogymarn
Apkaguii. — B camom gene, 3a4em 4 egy 1 3a4em OH eeT?» — NpoAosKan OH CBOU
pasmbliwneHms. OH He MOr OTBeYaTb YAOBMETBOPUTENBHO HA COOCTBEHHbLIN BOMPOC, a cepaue ero
HaNOMHANOCh YeM-To eakmm. OH YyBCTBOBAr, YTO TAXKENO emy ByaeT paccTaTbCs C 3TO XKU3HbIO,
K KOTOPOW OH TaK NPUBbIK; HO N OCTaBaTbCs OAHOMY BbINIO Kak-TO CTPAHHO. «4YTO-TO Y HUX
MPOM30LLIIO, — paccyXaan oH caMm ¢ coboto, — 3a4eM Xe s Byay TopyaTb nepen Heto nocne
oTbe3ga? 9 el OKoHYaTenbHO HagoewMm; 9 1 nocnegHee notepstoy». OH Hayan npeacTaensaTb cebe
AHHy CepreeBHy, NOTOM Apyrne 4epTbl NMOHEMHOrY NPOCTYMWUM CKBO3b KPaCcKBbIn 06MK MONOOO0M
BOOBbI.



«Kanb n Katu!» — wenHyn Apkaguin B NOAYLLKY, Ha KOTOPYIO YXe KanHyna cnesa... OH Bopyr
BCKWHY BOIOCaMu U rPOMKO MPOMOJIBUIT:

— Ha kakoro 4epta atot rnyney, CUTHMKOB noxanosarn?

Basapos cnepsa nowweBenurca Ha NocTenu, a NoOToM NPOU3HEC crneayoLlee:

— Tbl, 6GpaT, rmyn ewe, 9 BUXy. CUTHUKOBBI HaM Heobxoaumbl. MHe, NOMU Tbl 3TO, MHE HY>XHbI
nogobHble onyxu. He 6oram xe, B camom gerne, ropLky obxuratb!..

«3Jre-rel.. — nogyman npo cebs Apkaaui, n TyT TONMbKO OTKpbINack eMy Ha Mur Bcs 6e3aoHHas
nponactb 6asapoBckoro camontobus. — Mel, ctano 6biTb, ¢ To60t0 60rM? To ecTb — Tbl 60r, a onyx
YXK HE 8 NU?»

— [Na, — noTopun yrptomo basapos, — Tbl eLe rnyn.

OpavHuoBa He u3bsiBUNa ocCObEHHOro YANBNEHUS, KOraa Ha Apyron AeHb Apkaguin ckasan en, 4to
yeaxaeT ¢ basapoBbiM; OHa ka3anacb pacCedaHHO 1 ycTanot. Kata monya u cepbesHo
nocMoTperia Ha Hero, KHshKHa Jaxe nepekpecTunach nof CBOEK LWarblo, Tak YTO OH HE MOT 3TOro
He 3aMeTuTb; 3aT0 CUTHMKOB CoBepLLEHHO nepenonowmnncs. OH TOMbKO YTO coLlen K 3aBTpaky B
HOBOM LLErofibCKOM, Ha 3TOT pa3 He CNaBAHOMUNLCKOM, Hapsae; HakaHyHe OH yaUBUN
NPUCTaBMEHHOIO K HEMY YeroBeKa MHOXXECTBOM HaBE3E€HHOro UM 6enbs, n BAPYr ero ToBapuLLm
ero noknagarT! OH HEMHOXKO NOCEMEHUIT HOramu, NOMeTancs, Kak roHHbIN 3asL, Ha OnyLlKe
neca, — n BHe3anHo, no4vTu ¢ UCMyrom, NOYTUN C KPUKOM OOBABUI, YTO M OH HAMEPEH yexaTb.
OauHuoBa He cTana ero yaepxmBaTthb.

— Y MeHs1 04eHb NOKOWHas Konsicka, — NpnbaBun HeCHYaCTHLIN MOMOAO0NM YenoBek, obpallasch K
Apkaguio, — 4 mory Bac noasesTtu, a EBreHnn Bacunbny MoxeT B3siTb Ball TapaHTac, Tak OHO
paxe yoobHee byper.

— [la nomunyinte, Bam COBCEM He MO Aopore, U A0 MEHs Aaneko.

— OTO HUYEro, HUYEro; BPEMEHN Y MEHSI MHOTO, MPUTOM Y MEHSI B TOM CTOPOHE Aena eCTb.

— lNo oTkynam? — cnpocun Apkagum yxe CrmnLKOM Npe3puTeribHo.

Ho CUTHUKOB Haxoawmscsa B TakOM OTYaAHUMU, YTO, NMPOTMB OOLIKHOBEHUSA, AaXKe HEe 3aCMEASICS.

— 7 Bac yBepsito, Konsdcka YpesBblvariHO NOKOKHas, — NpobopmMoTan OH, — U BCEM MeCTo ByaerT.

— He oropyanite mcbé CuTHUKOBa 0TKa3oMm, — npomorneuna AHHa CepreesHa...

Apkaguu B3rfsiHyn Ha Hee U 3Ha4YMTernbHO HaKMOHWUN rofnosy. OCTK yexanu nocne 3aBTpaka.
Mpowasck ¢ basaposbiM, OgnHLUOBA MPOTAHYa eMy PyKy U cka3ana:

— Mb1 ewe yBuanmcs, He npasga nm?

— Kak npukaxete, — oTBeTUn basapos.

— B Takom crny4ae mbl yBUAUMCA.

Apkaauii nepsblvi BbILEN Ha KPbIfbLO; OH B306parncsa B CUTHUKOBCKYHO KONACKY. Ero noutntensHo
noacaxusan 4BOPELKUA, a OH Obl C yOOBONBLCTBMEM €ro nobun nnm pacnnakanca. basapos
nomecTuncs B TapaHtace. [JobpasLumcb 40 XOXIOBCKNX BbICENKOB, ApKaauin nogoxaar, noka
depnoT, cogepaTtenb NOCTOANOro ABOpPa, 3anpsr nowageu, U, Nogonas K TapaHTacy, C NpexHero
ynblbGKkow ckasan basaposy:

— EBreHni, Bo3abMun MmeHs ¢ cobon; 1 xouy k Tebe noexaTb.

— Cagucob, — nponsHec ckBo3b 3yObl bazapoB. CUTHUKOB, KOTOPLIN pacxaxunsan, 601ko
NOCBUCTbIBast, BOKPYr KOMeC CBOEro aKunaxa, TObKO POT pasuHyn, ycrbllas 3T CroBa, a
Apkagun xnagHOKPOBHO BbIHYI CBOW BELLW U3 €ro KOmsiCKku, cen Boarne basaposa — 1, y4TUBO



MOKMOHMBLUMCb CBOEMY ObIBLLEMY CNYTHUKY, KPUKHYN: « Tporan!» TapaHTac nokaTtun n ckopo
ncyes 13 smaa... CUTHUKOB, OKOHYaTENbHO CKOH(PY>XEHHbIW, MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOEro Kyvyepa, HO TOT
urpan KHyTUKOM Hazl XBOCTOM NPUCTSHKHOW. Torga CUTHMKOB BCKOYMUIT B KONSCKY W, 3arpeMeB Ha
ABYX NPOXOAMBLUNX MYXWKOB: «HageHbTe wanku, gypaku!» — notawuncs B ropoq, Kyaa npubsin
OYeHb NO34HO U rae Ha crneayrwnin AeHb Yy KyKLWNHOM CUnbHO AoCTanocb ABYM «MPOTUBHBLIM
ropaeuam 1 HeBexamy.

Capsacb B TapaHTac k basapoBy, Apkagun Kpenko CTUCHYI eMy PYKy U JONro HAYEro He roBopuin.
Kasanocbk, bazapoB NoHAN u oueHun n aTo noxartune, n 3To monyaxue. lNpegwecTBoBaBLUYO HOYb
OH BCIO He cnarsi U He Kypus 1 NoYTU HUYEro He en yXe HeCcKosbko AHen. CympayHo 1 pesko
BblAaBarcs ero noxyganbin npodunb n3-nog HaxmnobyyYeHHoW ypaxKu.

— YT0, GpaT, — NPOroBOpM OH HaKoHeL, — Aal-Ka curapky... [la nocMoTpu, Yau, XenTblii Y MEHS
A3bIK?

— XenTtbl, — oTBEYan Apkagumn.

— Hy ga... BOT 1 curapka He BKycHa. Packneunacb malumHa.

— Tbl ENCTBUTENTBHO N3MEHWIICA B 9TO NocneaHee BpeMs, — 3aMmeTun Apkaani.

— Huyero! nonpasumcs. OgHO CKy4HO — MaTb Y MeHs Takas cepaobonbHas: konu 6proxa He
oTpacTun Aa He elb AecATb pa3 B AeHb, OHa U ybueaeTcsa. Hy, oTey H1u4ero, TOT cam 6bin Be3ge,
N B cuTe 1 B pewleTte. HeT, Henb3s KypuTb, — NpnbaBmn OH 1 LUBLIPHY CUrapKy B Mbiflb OPOTN.

— [lo TBOEro nmeHus aeaguaTb NATb BEPCT? — cnpocun Apkaguin.

— [BaguaTtb Natb. [la BOT cnpocu y atoro myapera. OH ykasan Ha cCuaeBLUEro Ha Ko3nax My>ukKa,
depoToBa paboTHMKa.

Ho myapey, oTBevar, YTo «XTOLLb € 3HaeT — BEPCThbl TYTOTKA HE MePSHbIE», U NPOAOIHKan
Brnonronoca 6paHNTb KOPEHHYIO 3a TO, YTO OHA «rONOBU3HOW NSAraeT», TO eCTb AepraeT roflIoBOM.
— [a, pa, — 3aroBopun basapos, — ypok BaM, OHbIA APYr MOW, NOYYUTENbHbIA HEKUA Npumep. YepT
3HaeT, 4To 3a B3aop! Kaxabii YenoBek Ha HUTOYKE BUCUT, 6e3gHa eXXeMUHYTHO Nnog HUM
pa3BepP3HYTbCS MOXET, a OH eLle cam npuaymbiBaeT cebe BCsikme HENPUSATHOCTU, NOPTUT CBOIO
XW3Hb.

— Tbl Ha 4YTO Hamekaelwb? — cnipocun Apkaaun.

— 71 HM Ha YTO He HaMmeKalo, 1 NPAMO rOBOPIO, YTO Mbl 06a € TO6OK 0YeHb rnyno cebsa senu. Yto
TyT TonkoBaTtb! HO 4 yxxe B KNMHMKE 3amMeTun: KTo 3NMTCA Ha CBOKO B0Mb — TOT HENPEMEHHO ee
nobeant.

— A Tebs He coBceM NoHMMato, — Npomonsun Apkaanin, — kaxeTtcs, Tebe He Ha YTo BbINo
no>anoBaTbCs.

— A Konwn Tbl HE COBCEM MEHSA MOHMMaeLb, Tak A Tebe JoNoXy cnegyowiee: No-Moemy — fy4iie
KaMHM 6BUTb HA MOCTOBOM, YeM NO3BOMUTL XEHLUNHE 3aBnafaeTb XOTS Obl KOHYMKOM Nanbua. 3710
Bce... — bazapoB 4yTb 6bI10 HE NPOM3HEC CBOErO NOBMMOro croBa «pOMaHTU3M», Aa yaepancs
1 ckasan: — B34op. Tbl MHE Tenepb He NOBEpPULLb, HO 51 Tebe roBopto: Mbl BOT € TOOOM nonanu B
XeHckoe 00LLecTBO, U HaM BbINO NPUATHO; HO BpocuTb NOA0OHOE O0BLECTBO — BCE PABHO YTO B
XapKnin eHb XONo4HOK BOAOW okaTUTbCA. MyX4unHe Hekorga 3aHMMaTbCs TakuMU NyCTSAKaMu;
MY>XX4MHa AOMmKeH 6biTb CBUPEN, rnacuT OTNINYHAas ncnaHckas noroBopka. Begb BOT Thl, —
npnbaBmn oH, 06paLanchb K CuaeBLLIEMY Ha KO3Max MYXMUKY, Tbl, — YMHULA, eCTb y Tebs xxeHa?



My>XuK nokasan npusaTenam cBoe Miockoe 1 NoacrenosaToe nuuo.

— XeHa-10? EcTb. Kak He GbITb XeHe?

— Tbl ee 6beLwb?

— XKeHy-10? Besko cnyyaetcs. bes npuymHbl He BbeMm.

— W npekpacHo. Hy, a oHa Teba 6beT?

MyXXuK 3aeprarn Boxokamu.

— JKO cnoBo Tbl cka3an, 6apuH. Tebe 6bl Bce WyTUTb... — OH, BUanmo, obuaencs.

— Cnbiwnwe, Apkaguin Hukonamy! A Hac ¢ Bamy Npubunu... BOT OHO YTO 3HA4YUT ObiTb
obpa3oBaHHbIMW NOABMN.

Apkagun npuHyXOeHHO 3acMesrncs, a bazapoB OTBEPHYNCS 1M BO BCIO JOPOryY yXe He pasesan
pTa.

[BaguaTtb NATb BEPCT nokasanucb Apkaauio 3a Lenblx NaTbaecaT. Ho BOT Ha ckaTe nonororo
XOfima OTKpblfiacbk HakoHel, Hebonbllasa aepeByLuka, rae xunu pogutenu basaposa. Psgom ¢
Heto, B Monoaor 6epe3oBon powuue, BUAHENCS ABOPSIHCKU OMUK NO4 CONIOMEHHOK Kpbilen. Y
nepBor n30bl CTOSANN ABa MYXMKa B Lankax n 6paHunuck. «bonbluas Tbl CBUHbSA, — FOBOPWI OOUH
APYromMy, — a Xy>ke Marnoro nopoceHka». — «A TBOSI XXeHa — KONAYHbsA», — Bo3paxkan gpyromw.

— Mo HenpuHyXaeHHOCTN obpalleHus, — 3ameTun Apkaamto basapos, — 1 No urpueocTn 060poToB
peyn Tbl MOXELLb CyaUTb, YTO MY>XMKM Y MOEro OTLa He CIULIKOM npuTecHeHbl. [la BOT 1 OH cam
BbIXOAMT Ha KPbIfibLO CBOErO XuUnuia. Ycnbixan, 3HaTb, KONoKonb4YmK. OH, OH — y3Hato ero
durypy. Jre-re! kak oH, ogHako, noceen, 6egHara!



XX

BasapoB BbICyHyNncs U3 TapaHTaca, a Apkagum BbITAHYM rofloBy MU3-3a CMYHbI CBOEro ToBapuLia u
yBuarn Ha Kpbliieyke rocnockoro JoMuKa BbICOKOro, Xy4oLaBoro YyernoBeka ¢ B3bepOoLleHHbIMU
BOJIOCaMU U TOHKUM OPJIMHLIM HOCOM, OETOro B CTapbli BOEHHbIV CIOPTYK Hapacnawky. OH
CTOA, PAcTONbIPUB HOMU, KypPUI ANVHHY TPYOKY U WypUIcs OT conHua.

INowaan octaHOBUNKCS.

— HakoHey, noxanosan, — nporosopun otel, basaposa, Bce npogomkas KypuTb, XOTa 4ybyk Tak u
npbiran y Hero mexagy nansuamu. — Hy, Bbinesau, Bobinesau, novyenoMmkaemMcs.

OH ctan obHMmaThb CbiHa... «EHIowa, EHoway, — pasgancs TpeneLlyLnn xxeHckuin ronoc. [1sepb
pacnaxHynacb, 1 Ha nopore nokasanacbh KpyrneHbkasi, HU3eHbkas ctapyLuka B 6enom venue u
KOpoTKkon necTtpon kodpTouke. OHa axHyna, nowartHynacb 1 HasepHo 6bl ynana, ecnu 661 basapos
He nogaepxan ee. MNyxnble ee py4kn MrHOBEHHO OOBUNNCE BOKPYT €ro LEeK, rofioBa npmxanach K
ero rpyau, n Bce 3aMorKno. TONbKO ChbIlWanuck ee npepbiBUCTbIE BCXIUMbIBAHbA.

Crapvk basapos rny6oko Aplwan v Wypuncs nyLie NpexHero.

— Hy, nonHo, nonHo, Apuwwa! nepecrtaHb, — 3aroBopusn OH, MOMEHSABLUNCL B3rNa40M ¢ Apkaguem,
KOTOPbIN CTOSAN HEMOABWXKHO Y TapaHTaca, Mexay TeM Kak MY>XXUK Ha KOo3rax Jaxe OTBEpPHyrca. —
OTO COBCEM He HY>XHO! noxanymncra, nepectaHb.

— Ax, Bacunuin MiBaHbIY, — nponeneTana crapyLuka, — B KOU-TO BEKM BaTHOLLKY-TO MOEro,
ronybumka-to, EHoweHb-Ky... — U, He pa3xmmas pyk, oHa oTogBuHyna ot basapoBa cBoe MOKpoe
OT Cnes, CMATOE U YMUITEHHOE NNL0, MOCMOTPENa Ha HEro KakMMu-TO BnaXKeHHbIMU U CMELLHBbIMU
rnasamu u onsTb K HEMy rpunana.

— Hy ga, kKoHe4HO, 3TO BCe B HaType Bellen, — npomornsun Bacunuin MiBaHblY, — TONBKO nyylue yx
B kOMHaTy norigem. C EBreHmem BOT rocTb npuexan. 3BuHute, — npubasmn oH, obpalasch K
ApKaauio, 1 WapKHy crierka Horon, — Bbl MOHMMAaETE, XXeHcKas cnabocTb; Hy, 1 cepaue maTepu. ..
A'y camoro ry6el n 6posu geprano n nogbopoaok TPACCH... HO OH, BUANUMO, Xenan nobegmTb
cebs 1 Ka3aTbCH YyTb HE paBHOAYLWHbLIM. ApKagui HaKNOHUICS.

— MonpemTe, MaTywka, B camom gene, — npomonsun basapos n noesen B JoM ocnabesLuyto
CcTapyLuKy. YcaamB ee B MNOKOMHOE KPECSO, OH eLLe pa3 Hackopo OBHANCSA C OTUOM M NpeacTaBun
emMy Apkagus.

— [yweBHO pag 3HaKoOMCTBY, — Nporoeopun Bacunui IBaHOBUY, — TONBKO YX Bbl HE B3bILWMUTE: Y
MeHs1 31eCb BCe MO NPOCTOTE, Ha BOEHHY0 Hory. ApmnHa BnacbesHa, ycnokoucs, caenam
OLOIMKEeHMeE: YTOo 3a manogyLume? ocnoavH rocTb AOMKEH OCyanTb TebS.

— baTiowka, — ckBO3b Crnesbl NporoBopuria crapyLuka, — UMeHU U OTY4ECTBa HE UMEKD YeCTH
3HaThb...

— Apkaguin Hukonamd, — ¢ BaXXHOCTUIO, BNOMArosioca, nogckasan Bacunui BaHbIu.

— V3BnHuTE MeHs, rnynyto. — CTapyLuka BbICMOpKanach 1, HarmHas rofoBy TO Hanpaeo, TO
Haneso, TWaTernbHO yTepna oavH rnas nocne gpyroro. — M13BuHuUTE Bbl MeHA. Beab 8 Tak
Aymana, 4To ymMpy, He 4OXAYCb MOErO ro... O... 0...nybuuka.

— A BOT 1 goxganucb, cyaapblHs, — nogxsatun Bacunuin MiBaHosuy. — TaHowka, — obpatmuncs oH
K 60COHOron geBoyke neT TpuHaguaTi, B SPKO-KPAaCHOM CUTLEBOM NnaTtbe, NyrimBo
BbIrNsiAblBaBLUEN U3-3a ABEPU, — NpUHEcH BapbiHe CTakaH BOAbl — Ha NOAHOCE, CNbIWNWbB?.. a
Bac, rocnoga, — NnpmbaBun OH C KaKOK-TO CTaPOMOAHOK UIPUBOCTbIO, — NO3BOMbTE NOMNPOCUTL B



KabnHeT K OTCTaBHOMY BeTepaHy.

— XOoTb eLle pa3oyek gam obHATb cebs, EHoweyka, — npoctoHana ApuHa BnacbeBHa. basapos
HarHyncs K Hen. — [la kakow e Tbl KpacaByuk ctan!

oMmmde

[100]

CrapyLuka npuscTtana c Kpecen.

— Cnio muHyTy, Bacunuin MiBaHbi4, cTon HakpbIT BygeT, cama B KyxHo cberato u camoBap
nocTaBuTb BeNto, Bce byaeT, Bce. Beab Tpu roga ero He BMaana, He KopMuna, He nouna, nerko
nn?

— Hy, cmoTpm Xe, X03st0LLKa, Xono4vn, He ocpaMuCk; a Bac, rocrnoga, npoLuy 3a MHOWM
noxanosatb. BoT n Tumocpbeny sBunca k Tebe Ha noknoH, EsreHunii. N oH, 4aii, obpagoarncs,
cTapbin 6apboc. Yto? Begb obpagosancs, ctapbin 6apboc? Mmunoctn npocmm 3a MHOW.

1 Bacunuin ViBaHoBMY cyeTnnBO NoLuen Brepes, Wwapkas v wenasa CTonTaHHbIMU TydrsMu.
[101]

— A Bac npeaynpeaun, nobesHbli Mo NnoceTuTenes, — Havan Bacunui VIBaHbIY, — YTO Mbl XXMBEM
34echb, Tak ckasaTb, Ha BuByakax...

[102]

— Momunyn, EBreHnn; Tam y MeHsi BO onnrensbke OTNIMYHAsA KOMHaTKa: UM TaM OYeHb XOPOLLIO
Oyger.

— Tak y Tebsa n dnurenek 3aesenca?

— Kak xe-c; rge 6aHs-c, — BMewwancsa Tumodgenu.

[103]

— Bot Tebe Ha! Npe3abaBHbin cTapukallka n gobpenwni, — npnbasun basapos, kak TONMbLKO
Bacunui ViBaHoBuWY Bbiwen. — Takou e Yyaak, Kak TBOW, TONbKO B Apyrom poge. MHoro yxx odeHb
GonTaer.

— W maTb TBOS, KaxkeTcs, NpeKkpacHas XXeHwuHa, — 3ameTun Apkagun.

— [a, oHa y meHsa 6e3 xutpoctn. O6en Ham, NOCMOTPU, Kakou 3agacT.

— CerogHsa Bac He xganu, 6aTioLlka, roBSANHKM He NPUBE3NU, — NpoMonaeun Tumodgenyd, KOTopbIn
TONbKO YTO BTaWmMn 6a3apOBCKUI YEMOLAH.

— W 6e3 roBagmHkn obongemcs, Ha HET u cyaa HeT. beaHOCTb, roBOpPAT, HE MOPOK.

— Ckonbko y TBOero otua ayw? — cnpocun Bapyr Apkagun.

— VimeHue He ero, a matepu; gyLl, MOMHUTCA, NATHaAUATb.

— W Bce gBaguaTh ABe, — C Hey4OBONbLCTBMEM 3ameTun Tumodeny.

Mocnbiwanock wnenaHbe Tydens, n cHoBa nosisuncsa Bacunun ViBaHoBuY.

— Yepes HeCKONbKO MUHYT Balla KOMHaTa OyaeT rotoBa NpUHATL Bac, — BOCKIMKHYM OH C
TOPXKECTBEHHOCTUIO, — ApKaauii... Hukonany? Tak, KaxeTcs, Bbl U3BONNTE BennyaTbes? A BOT
BaM u npucnyra, — npubasun OH, yka3biBas Ha BOLLEALWEro C HUM KOPOTKO OCTPUMXKEHHOrO
MarbyuKa B CUHEM, Ha JTOKTAX MPOPBaHHOM, KadpTaHe 1 B YyXunx canorax. — 30ByT ero ®eabKomn.
OnaTb-Takn NOBTOPSAO, XOTb CbiH M 3anpeLlaeT, He B3biwmuTe. Bnpoyem, TpybKy HabuBaTtb OH
ymeeT. Begpb Bbl Kypute?

— A kypto 6onbLlue curapbl, — 0TBETUN ApKagui.



[104]
[105]
Bacunuii MiBaHoBuY 3acmesncs un cen. OH o4eHb NOXo4uI NMLOM Ha CBOEro CbiHa, TONbKO 106 y
Hero 6bIn HUXE 1 yXKe, U POT HEMHOIO LUMPE, U OH BecnpecTaHHo ABUrancs, NOBOAWUN Nnevyamu,
TOYHO NnaTbe eMy NoA MbILKaMun pesarno, Moprar, NokalunMearn v WeBenun nansuamu, Mexay
TEM KaK CbIH €ro oTnm4ancst Kako-To HEOGPEXHOK HEMOABMKHOCTUIO.

— Tazaps netb! — noBTopun Bacunui MBaHoBuu. — Thl, EBreHui, He gyman, 4To 9 Xo4y, Tak
ckasaTb, pa3xanobuTb rocts: BOT, MOJ, Mbl B KAKOM 3aXOSyCTbe XUBEM. H, HANPOTUB, TOro
MHEHUS, YTO ANSA YenoBeka MbICNALLEro HeT 3axonycTbs. [1o kpariHen mepe, s cTapatoch, No
BO3MOXHOCTU, HE 3apacTu, Kak FOBOPUTCS, MOXOM, HE OTCTaTb OT BEKA.

Bacvnuin ViBaHOBWY BbITalmn N3 KapmMaHa HOBbIN XXeNTbl Pynap, KOTOPLIN ycnen 3axsaTuTb,
Geras B ApkagneBy KOMHATy, 1 NpoAosKasn, nomaxmeasa UM no BO3ayXxy:

[106]

Apyr 3gpasus

[107]

[108]
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— A B Pagemaxepa eLle BepsT B

*k%x

rybepHumn? — cnpocun basapos.

Bacunuin ViBaHoBMY 3akaLunsan.

[110]

[111]

[112]

— Ckaxy Tebe B yTeweHune, — npomonsun basapos, — 4To Mbl Tenepb BoobLLE Haa MegULMHON
CMEeeMCSl U HU Nnepes KEM He NPEeKIToHAeMCS.

— Kak e aTo Tak? Beapb Tbl 4OKTOPOM XOYeLlb ObITb?

— Xouy, Aa 0aHO ApyroMy He MeLlaerT.

Bacunuii MiBaHOBWY NOThIKan TpeTbuUM nanbuem B TpyOKy, rae ewe octaBanocb HEMHOMO ropsven
307bl.

Bonarty
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[114]
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— CosHalics, aybuHa 6bina nopsigoyHas, — neHnBo npomonsun basapos.

— Ax, EBreHun, kak aTo Tbl BblpaxaeLubcs! nomunocepaym... KoHeuHo, reHepan KupcaHoB He
npuHagnexan K ymcny...

— Hy, 6pocb ero, — nepebun basapos. — A, kak nogbedxan coga, NopagoBarncs Ha TBO
Gepe3oByo poLLMLy, CNABHO BbITSHYNachb.

Bacunuin ViBaHoBMY OXunBuncs.

[116]

— ®epbka! Haben mHe Tpybky! — cypoBo nporosopun basapos.

[117]



Ctapuk oauH 3acmesncs; Apkagui Bblpasun ynbibky Ha cBoeM nuue. basapoB TONbKO 3aTAHYICS.
Becepa npogomkanack Taknm obpa3om OKoNo Yaca; Apkaauin ycnen cxoguTb B CBOK KOMHaTY,
KoTOopas okasanacb npeabaHHMKOM, HO OYEHb YIOTHBIM M YMCTbIM. HakoHel, Bowna TaHwowa u
aonoxwuna, 4to obepn roTos.

Bacunuin VMiBaHoOBWY nepBbI NOgHANCS.

— MNMonpemTe, rocnoga! M3aBMHMUTE BENUKOAYLLUHO, KON HACKy4url. ABOCb X035ilika MOS
yAoBneTBOpuUT Bac bornee moero.

[118]

[119]

— Yro 3a gepeBba? — cnpocun, BCnywaswncb, basapos.

— A KaK xe... akauumu.

basapoB Havan 3eBaTb.

[120]

— To ecTtb nopa cnatb! — noaxsatun basapos. — 310 cyxxaeHue cnpaseanueoe. [lopa, TOYHO.
Mpowasncb ¢ maTepbto, OH nouenosan ee B 106, a oHa 06HsINa ero 1 3a CNMHON, YKPaAKon, ero
Gnarocnosuna Tpwxabl. Bacunun MiBaHoBuY npoBoann Apkaausi B €ero KOMHaTy 1 noxenan emy
«Takoro 6rnarogaTtHOro OTAOXHOBEHMS, Kakoe U S BKyLLAN B HALWKM cYacTnmBble neta». U
AENCTBUTENBHO, ApKaauio OTNIMYHO cnasnock B cBoeM npeabaHHMKe: B HEM Naxno MATON, 1 ABa
cBepyka BnepebuBKy yCbiNUTENBHO TpeLlanu 3a neykon. Bacunui MiBaHoBUY oTnpaBuncs ot
Apkaausi B CBOW KabMHET 1, NPUKOPHYB Ha AMBaHe B Horax y cbiHa, cobupancs 6eino nobontathb €
HUM, HO BasapoB ToT4ac ero otocnan, roBop4d, YTO eMy CnaTb XO4YETCs, a CaM He 3acHyn [0 yTpa.
LLinpoko packpbIB rnasa, oOH 3no6HO rnagen B TEMHOTY: BOCNOMUHAHUA AeTCTBA HE MMENN BNacTu
Haj HMM, [ja K TOMY X OH €eLlle He ycnen otaenarbcsa OT NoCnegHUX ropbKMx BnevatneHnn. ApmHa
BnacbeBHa cnepBa nomonunack BCrnactb, NOTOM AONro-gonro 6ecegosana ¢ AHUCYLLKON,
KOTOpas, CTaB Kak BKonaHHasa neped 6apbiHel 1 BNepyB B HEE CBOW €ANHCTBEHHbIN rnas,
nepegasana e’ TaMHCTBEHHbIM LLENOTOM BCE CBOM 3aMeyaHus n coobpaxkeHnsa HacdeT EBreHms
BacunbeBunya. Y ctapyLiku oT pagocTtu, OT BUHA, OT CUrapoO4HOro AbiMa COBCEM 3aKpyXKunach
ronoBa; My 3aroBopuin 6bI110 C HEN U MaxHY PYKOHO.

[121]

[122]



XXI

BcTas ¢ noctenu, Apkaguin packpbiii OKHO — 1 NepBbIvi npeameT, 6pocuBLLMIACS eMy B rnasa, 6bin
Bacunuii MiBaHoBuu. B 6yxapckom wnadpoke, nognosiCaHHbI HOCOBbIM NAaTKOM, CTapuK
ycepaHo polincs B oropoge. OH 3ameTurn CBOEro Mosiogoro rocts 1, ornepLinch Ha nonarky,
BOCKJTUKHY:

— 3apaBus xenaem! Kak nounsaTtb n3sonunm?

— [NpekpacHo, — oTBeyvan Apkagun.
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aHamartép

[126]

[127]

Apkagun BbILEN K HEMY.

— [o6po noxanosatk ewle pas! — npomonsun Bacunuii MiBaHoBUY, NprknagbiBas no-BOEHHOMY
PYKY K 3acaneHHOM epMorike, NPUKpbIBaBLLEN ero rosioBy. — Bbl, 9 3Hat0, NPUBLIKIN K POCKOLLN, K
yOOBOJSIbCTBUSAM, HO W BENIUKME MUPA CEro HE MHYLLAKTCHA NPOBECTU KOPOTKOE BpeMSs Mo KPOBOM
XVKUHBI.

— lNomunynTe, — BO30oNunNn Apkaanin, — Kakon e s BenMkui Mmupa cero? Ml K pockoLn 8 He NpuBbIK.
— MNo3BonbTe, N03BONbLTE, — BO3pa3un ¢ nobesHon yxmmkon Bacunuii MiBaHoBmY. — A X0Tb Tenepb
W cOaH B apxuB, a TOXe NoTepcs B CBETE — y3Hato NTULY Mo noneTy. A Toxe ncuxonor no-cBoemy
n pmnsmorHommncT. He nmen a aToro, CMeto ckasatb, Japa — AaBHo Obl 4 nponan; 3atepnu 6ol
MEHS, ManeHbKoro Yyenoseka. Ckaxy Bam 6e3 KOMNIMMEHTOB: Apyx0a, KOTOPYH A 3amedato
Mexay BaMy 1 MOUM CbIHOM, MEHSI UICKPEHHO pagdyeT. A cerdvac BUOErNCHa C HUM; OH, No
OObLIKHOBEHUIO CBOEMY, BEPOATHO BaM M3BECTHOMY, BCKOYMIT O4EHb paHo 1 nobexan no
oKkpecTHocTAM. [o3BonbTe NonbonbITCTBOBATh, — Bbl 4ABHO C MOUM EBreHmem 3Hakombl?

— C HbIHELWHEN 3UMbI.

— Tak-c. 1 no3BonbTe Bac elle CnpocuTb, — HO HE NPUCECTb I HAaM? — NO3BOMbTE Bac CNPOCUTD,
KaK OTLY, CO BCEI OTKPOBEHHOCTbLHIO: KaKoro Bbl MHEHUSI O MoeM EBreHun?

— Baw cblH — 0aNH 13 cambix 3aMmeyaTenbHbIX 4en, C KOTOpbIMU s Korga-nnbo BcTpeyvancs, — ¢
XUBOCTbIO OTBETUN ApKagun.

Mnasa Bacunusa ViBaHoBU4Ya BHE3aMNHO pacKpbInMCh, U WeKM ero cnabo BenbixHynu. Jlonata
BblBanunacb u3 ero pyk.

— WTtak, Bbl nonaraeTe, — Ha4an oH...

— A yBepeH, — noaxsatun Apkaaui, — YTO CbiHa BalLEero XxaeT Benvkasa 6yayLwHOCTb, YTO OH
npocnasuT Bawe nvs. A ybeguncs B 9TOM C NepBOK HaLUEN BCTPEYMN.

— Kak... kak a1o 6b110? — egBa nporosopun Bacunuin ViBaHosu4. BocTopxeHHas ynbibka
pasgBuHyna ero wmpokue rybbl 1 yxe He cxoamna C HuX.

— Bbl xO0TUTE 3HATL, KaK Mbl BCTPETUIUCH?

—[a... n Boobuye...

Apkaaui Hayan pacckasbiBaTb U roBopuTb 0 basapose ele ¢ 60nbLwnM xapom, ¢ 6onbLINMm
yBrnevyeHnem, Yem B TOT BeYep, Koraa oH TaHuesan masypky ¢ OguHLOBOMW.



Bacunuii MiBaHoBWY ero cniywan, cnywan, cMopKarncs, Katan nnatok B 06enx pykax, Kalunss,
epoLUnIT CBOW BOSOCHI — N HAKOHeL, He BbITepnen: HarHyncs K Apkaamio 1 nouyernosarn ero B nneYyo.
— Bbl MEHA coBEpPLUEHHO OCYACTNMBUAK, — NPOMOJIBUI OH, HE NepecTaBas ynblbaTbCs, — A OOMKEH
BaM cKasaTb, YTO 4... BOroTBOPIO MOEro ChiHA; O MOEN CTapyxe A y>Ke He roOBOpHO: U3BECTHO —
maTb! HO 51 He cMeto Npu HeM Bblka3biBaTb CBOW YyBCTBA, MOTOMY YTO OH 3TOro He ntobut. OH
Bpar BCeX U3NUAHUI; MHOTME ero gaxe OCYXJatloT 3a TaKyt TBepJOoCTb €ro Hpasa 1 BUOAT B HEN
npu3HaK ropgocTu unm 6ecdyBCTBUS; HO NOAOOHBLIX eMy NOAEN HEe NPUXOOUTCS MEPUTb
O0ObIKHOBEHHbBIM apLUMHOM, He npaeaa nn? [la BoT, Hanpumep: ApYron Ha ero mecte TAHyn Obl Aa
TAHYN C CBOUX poguTenen; a y Hac, NoBepuTe Nn? OH OTPOAY NINLLHEN KONEWKX He B34n, en-6ory!
— OH 6GEeCKOpPbICTHbIN, YECTHLIN YenoBek, — 3aMmeTun Apkaguin.
— imeHHO 6eckopbICTHBIN. A 1, Apkaguin Hukonamy, He Tonbko 6GOroTBOpPIO €ro, st FOpXyCb UM, U
BCE MOe 4ecTontobue cocTonT B TOM, 4TOBbI CO BpeMeHeM B ero buorpacum crosnm cnegyrowime
cnoBa: «CbIH npocToro wrab-nekaps, KOTOPbIN, 04HAKO, paHO YMen pasragaTb €ro v HAYEero He
Xanen onsa ero BocnutaHus...» — [0noc ctapuka nepepsancs.
ApKaaui CTUCHYN eMy PYKY.
— Kak Bbl oymaeTte, — cnpocun Bacunui IBaHOBUY nocrne HEKOTOPOro MOMYaHus, — Beb OH He Ha
MeANLUHCKOM nonpuLle JOCTUTHET TOM U3BECTHOCTU, KOTOPYIO Bbl EMY NpopoynTe?
— PasymeeTcs, He Ha MeANLMHCKOM, XOTS OH U B 9TOM OTHOLLEHUWN ByAeT 13 NepBbIX YYEHbIX.
— Ha kakowm xe, Apkaguin Hukonany?
— OTO TPyAHO cKkasaTb Tenepb, HO OH ByAeT 3HaMEHMUT.
— OH BGyaeT 3HamMeHuT! — NOBTOPUN CTapuK U NOrpy3unncs B oymy.
— ApuHa BnacbeBHa npukasanu npocuTb Yain KywaTb, — nporosopuna AHuUcyLLKa, npoxoast MMMO
C OrpOMHbIM 61t040M CNENOW ManuHbI.
Bacunui ViBaHoBUY BCTpeneHyncs.
— A xonogHble CruBKKM K ManuHe 6byayTt?
- byayt-c.
— [a xonoaHble, cmoTpu! He uepemoHbTech, Apkaguii Hukonany, 6epute 6onblie. Yto X 310
EsreHunn He noet?
— A 3pecb, — pasgancsa ronoc baszaposa 13 ApkagneBon KOMHATbI.
Bacunui MiBaHoBUY 6bICTPO 06€epHYnNCs.
[128]
— O yem?
— 34ecCb eCTb MYXW4OK, OH CTpaZaeT UKTEPOM...
— To ecTb xenTyxon?
nannMatBHble
Bacunui MIBaHOBUY XNMBO BCKOYNI C CKaMerikn 1 3anen ns «Pobeptanx:

3aKkoH, 3aKoH, 3akoH cebe nocraBum

Ha pa... Ha pa... Ha pagoctu noxuTs!
— 3amevaTernbHas XuMBy4ecTb! — NporoBopun, 0TXoas OT okHa, basapos.
HacTtan nongeHb. ConHue rno n3-3a TOHKOW 3aBECbI CMOLWHbLIX 6enoBaTbix obnakoB. Bece
MOMyano, ogHU NeTyxm 3a40pPHO NepeKNMKancb Ha AepeBHe, BO30YXKaasn B KaXAOM, KTO UX
cnblwan, CTpaHHoe OLlyLeHne APEMOThI U CKYKW; Aa rae-TO BbICOKO B BEPXYLUKE AepeBLEB



3BEHENN MMakCUBbIM NPU3bIBOM HEMOIYHbIN NMCK MONoaoro ssctpebka. Apkaanin n basapos
nexanu B TeHN HeboNbLLOro cTora ceHa, NOAOCTNaBLUM Nog cebsi oxanku ABe LWYMIIMBO-CyXOW, HO
elle 3eneHon 1 AyLwncTon Tpasbl.

— Ta ocuHa, — 3arosopun basapoB, — HanoMnHaeT MHe Moe AeTCTBO; OHa pacTeT Ha Kpato AMbl,
OCTaBLLENCA OT KUPNUYHOrO capas, U s B TO BpeMsi Obin yBEpEH, YTO 3Ta iMa 1 0cuHa obnaganu
0COOEHHbIM TanNMCMaHOM: S HAKOrA4a He CKy4van Bo3ne HUX. S He NoHMMan Toraa, Yto s He cKyyan
OTTOro, 4to 6bIn pebeHkom. Hy, Tenepb s B3pOCNbIA, TanMCMaH He OEeNCTBYET.

— CKonbKO Tbl BpEMEHW NPOBEN 34eckb BCero? — cnpocun Apkaauvn.

— lNopa gBa cpsagy; NOToM Mbl Haeaxanu. Mbl Benv 6poaayyto XnsHbe; 6onbLue Bce No ropogam
LUNANUCH.

— A OOM 9TOT A4aBHO CTOUT?

— [asHo. Ero ewe gen noctpoun, otey, MOen MaTepu.

— K10 OH ObIn, TBOV oen”?

— YepT ero 3HaeT. CekyHa-manop kakon-to. [Npn CyBopoBe Cryxun 1 Bce pacckasbiBan o
nepexoge 4Yepes Anbnbl. Bpan, 4OMmMKHO GbITh.

— To-To y Bac B roctuHon noptpeTt CyBopoBa BUCUT. A s Ntobnto Takme JOMUKM, Kak Ball,
CTapeHbKMe Aa TENNEHbKME; U 3anax B HNUX KaKOW-TO OCOBEHHbIN.

— JTamnagHbIM Macnom oT3biBaeT Aa JOHHMKOM, — NPOU3HeEC, 3eBad, basapos. — A 4TO MyX B 3TUX
MUNbIX JOMUKaXx... Pal!

— Ckaxu, — Hayan Apkagui nocrne HebonbLWOoro Mon4yaHus, — Tebsi B 4eTCTBE He NPUTECHANN?

— Tbl BUANLWB, KaKkne y MeHs poautenun. Hapog He CTporun.

— Tbl nx nobuwb, EBreHnin?

— JTrobnto, Apkagumia!

— OHun Tebs Tak nobaT!

basapoB nomonyarn.

— 3Haelwb Ny Tbl, 0 YeM 9 AyMalo? — NPOMOBUI OH HAKOHEeL,, 3aknabliBas pyku 3a ronosy.

— He 3nato. O yem?

— # gymato: xopoLo MovMM poauTensam xuTb Ha ceeTe! OTel B LIeCTbAeCAT NeT X0noYerT,
TOMKYeT O «nannMaTuBHbIX» CPpeacTBax, NnevnT Nniaemn, BENMKoOQYyLLIHUYaET C KpeCTbAHAMM — Ky TUT,
OZHVM CfIOBOM; U MaTepun MOeN XOPOLLO: IeHb ee A0 TOro HanuykaH BCAKUMU 3aHATUSMU, axamu
Aa oxamu, YTO er U ONMOMHUTBLCA HeKkoraa; a s...

- A TbI?

— A 8 gymato: 4 BOT fexy 34ecb nof CTOroM... Y3eHbKoe MeCTeuyko, KOTopoe S 3aHuMato, 40 TOro
KPOXOTHO B CpaBHEHUN C OCTaslbHbIM NPOCTPAHCTBOM, r4e MEHA HET 1 rae Aaena 4o MeHs HeT; U
YacTb BPEMEHU, KOTOPYHK MHE YOACTCHA MPOXUTb, TaKk HUYTOXHA nepes BEYHOCTUIO, FAe MeHs He
6b1n10 1 He ByaeT... A B 9TOM aToMe, B 9TOM MaTeMaTU4eCcKor TOYKe KpoBb obpalyaeTcs, Mo3r
paboTaeT, 4ero-To xo4eT Toxe... Yto 3a 6e3o6pa3une! Yo 3a nyctaku!

— Mo3Bonb Tebe 3amMeTUTb: TO, YTO Thl FOBOPULLIL, MPUMEHAETCHA BOOOLLE KO BCEM NIOAAM. ..

— Tbl Nnpas, — nogxeatun basapos. — A xoTen ckasaTb, YTO OHU BOT, MOU POAUTENMN TO €CTb,
3aHATbI M HE BECNOoKOATCA O COGCTBEHHOM HUYTOXECTBE, OHO UM HE CMEPAMT... a A... 1 YYBCTBYHO
TONbKO CKYKYy [a 31n0CTb.



— 3r0oCTb? NoYemy xe 3roCTb?

— Mouemy? Kak nouemy? [1a passe Tbl 3a6bin?

— 71 NOMHIO BCe, HO BCe-TakM S He Npu3Hato 3a ToO6OoK NpaBa 3NMTbCA. Thl HECYACTNMB, A
cornacet, Ho...

— 3! pa Tbl, A BUXY, Apkaguin Hukonaesud, noHMMaeLwb NtoboBb, Kak BCe HOBEWLLIME MOfoable
NoAN: Ubin, Ubin, Ubln, KYpo4Ka, a Kak TONbKO Kypouka HauMHaeT npubnumkaTtbcs, gasan 6or Horu!
£ He TakoB. Ho 4oBoOMNbHO 06 3TOM. Yemy NOMOYb HEMb3si, 0 TOM Y FOBOPUTbL CTbIAHO. — OH
noBepHyncsa Ha 6ok. — Are! BOH monogeL, MypaBen TawuT NnonyMmepTByo Myxy. Tawum ee, 6par,
Tawm! He cMOTpUY Ha TO, YTO OHa ynupaeTcs, NoNb3ynUCcHa TEM, YTO Thl, B KAYECTBE XXUBOTHOIO,
nmMeeLlb NpaBo He Npu3HaBaTb YyBCTBA COCTPALaHUs, He TO YTO Haw BpaT, camonoMaHHbIn!

— He Tb1 661 roBopun, EBrennin! Korga Tl cebsa noman?

Basapos npunogHAn ronosy.

— A TonbKO 3TUM M ropxycb. Cam cebs He crioman, Tak u 6abeHka MeHs He cnomaeT. AMUHb!
KoHueHo! CnoBa 06 aToM GonbLue OT MEHS He YCNbILLULLb.

O6a npuaTensa nonexann HEKOTOpPoe BPEMSI B MONYaHUN.

— [a, — Hayan basapoB, — cTpaHHOe cyLlecTBO YenoBek. Kak nocmoTpuLlb aTak cboky aa nsganm
Ha rryxyto XX1U3Hb, KaKyro BedyT 30eCb «OTLbI», KaXeTcs: yero nydwe? Ewb, nen n 3Han, 4to
nocTynaellb camblM MPaBuUibHbIM, CaMbIM pa3yMHbIM MaHepoM. AH HET; Tocka ofoneeT. Xo4yeTcs
C NoabMu BO3UTLCS, XOTb pyratb UX, 4a BO3UTbLCH C HUMMW.

— Hapo 6bl Tak yCTPOUTL KM3Hb, YTOObI KaXkgoe MrHOBEHME B HEWN ObINo 3HAYUTENBHO, — NPOU3HEC
3agymumBo Apkaaui.

— K10 roBoput! 3HaumTenbHoe X0Tb 1 NOXHO ObIBAET, Aa cnNagko, HO U C HE3HAYUTENbHbLIM
NOMMPUTBLCA MOXHO... a BOT APA3rn, Aps3ru... 3To beaa.

— [ps3rn He CyLeCTBYIOT AN YenoBeka, eCrnn OH TOSbKO He 3aX04eT UX NPU3HaThb.
NPOTMBONONOXHOE 0bLLlee MecTo.

— Y107 UTO Thl Ha3bIBaeLb 3TUM UMEHEM?

— A BOT 4TO; cka3aTb, HanNnpUmep, YTO NPOCBELLEHNE NONE3HO, 3TO obLee MeCTo; a ckasaTb, YTO
NnpocCBeLLeHME BPeEOHO, 3TO NpPOTUBONONoxHoe obuee mecto. OHO kak 6yaTo weronesaTtee, a B
CYLLHOCTN OOHO U TO Xe.

— [la npaBga-To rae, Ha Kakon CTOPOHe?

- pe? A tebe oTBeuvy, Kak axo: roe?

— Tbl B MENAHXONNYECKOM HAaCTPOEHUN CeroaHs, EBreHunn.

— B camom gene? ConHue MeHs1, A0MKHO ObITb, pacnapuno, Aa u ManuHbl HENb3s Tak MHOMO €CTb.
— B Takom crnyvae He xygo B3opeMHyTb, — 3ameTun Apkagui.

— Noxanyn; ToNbKO Tbl HE CMOTPU HA MEHS: BCAKOro YenoBeka nuuo riyno, Korga OH CnuT.

— A Tebe He Bce paBHO, 4TO 0 Tebe aymaroT?

— He 3Hato, uto Tebe ckasatb. HacTosAwmi YenoBek 06 3TOM He JOMKEH 3a00TUTBLCA; HACTOALLMIA
YenoBeK TOT, O KOTOPOM AyMaTb HeYero, a KOToporo HagobHoO cnywaTbCa NN HEHaBUAETD.

— CTpaHHO! 9 HUKOro He HeHaBUXy, — MPOMOSBUI, NOAyMaBLUX, ApKaaui.

— A g Tak MHOrux. Tl HEXXHas gywa, pa3masHs, rae Tebe HeHaBuaeTsb!.. Tol pobeellb, Mano Ha
cebs HageewbCA. ..



— A Tbl, — nepebun Apkaguin, — Ha cebsa Hageewbcs? Thbl BbICOKOrO MHEHNA O camom cebe?
basapoB nomonyarn.

— Korga s BcTpedy 4YenoBeka, KOTOpbIN He cnacoBan 6bl nepeao MHOK, — NPOrOBOPUI OH C
paccTaHOBKOW, — TOraa s UAMeH0 CBoe MHeHMe 0 camom cebe. HeHaBuaeTb! [la BOT, Hanpumep,
Tbl CErofHs ckasarn, npoxoas MMMo n3bbl Hawwero ctapocTbl Pununna, — oHa Takas crnaBHas,
Genas, — BOT, ckasan Tbl, Poccusa Torga 4OCTUrHET COBEPLUEHCTBA, KOrAa Yy NocneaHero Myxumka
OyaeT Takoe e NomMeLleHne, N BCAKMIA U3 Hac AOSMKEH 3TOMy cnocobeTBoBaTth... A A un
BO3HeHaBuaern aToro nocnegHero myxwuka, dunvnna nnn Cngopa, Ana KOToporo s SOMKeH 13
KOXM Ne3Tb U KOTOPbI MHE Aaxe cnacubo He cKaxeT... Aa M Ha 4YTo MHe ero cnacnbo? Hy, byget
OH XUTb B Benon n3be, a U3 MeHsa nonyx pactun 6ygeT; Hy, a ganbLe?

— MonHo, EBreHuii... nocnywaTb Tebst cerogHsa, NOHEBOE COrNacuLLbCa C TEMU, KOTOPbIE
ynpekKarT Hac B OTCYTCTBMU MPUHLUMOB.

— Tbl roBopuLLb, Kak TBOW Aaa4. MNpuHUMnoB BoobLe HeT — Tbl 06 3TOM He Joragancsa 4o Cux
nop! — a ecTb owwyuieHms. Bce OT HUX 3aBUCKT.

— Kak Tak?

— [a Tak xe. Hanpumep, 5: 9 npuaep>xmBaroCb OTpULaTENBLHOIO HanpaBeHnst — B CUIy
owlyweHunsa. MHe npuaTHO oTpuuaTth, MO MO3r Tak YCTpoeH — 1 6acta! OT4yero MHe HpaBuTCS
xnummna? OT4ero Tbl NOOMLWb S6N0KN? — TOXE B CUMY OLyLLeHMs. OTO BCe eanHo. Mnyobxe aToro
NOAN HUKOTA4a He NPOHUKHYT. He Beakunin Tebe 3To ckaxeT, Aa u A B Apyron pas tebe aToro He
CKaxy.

— Y710 X? 1 YeCTHOCTb — owyLieHne?

— Ewe 6bl!

— EBrenun! — Havyan neyanbHbIM ronocom Apkagni.

— A? 4yTt0? He no Bkycy? — nepebun ero basapos. — HeT, 6pat! Pewwumnca Bce kocutb — Bansam u
cebs no Horam!.. OgHako Mbl fOBONBLHO hunocodcTeoBanu. «lMpupoaa HaBeBaeT MonyaHue
CHay, — ckasan lNyLwKnH.

— Hukorga oH H14ero nogobHoro He ckasan, — npoMmonsun Apkagun.

— Hy, He ckasan, Tak Mor 1 gormkeH 6bin ckasaTb B kayecTBe noaTa. Kctatu, oH, JOMKHO ObiTh, B
BOEHHOW cryx6e cnyxun.

— MywknH HUKorga He 6bin BOEHHbIM!
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— Y10 TbI 3TO 3a HEOBLINWLbI BblAyMbIBaeLLb! Beab 3To kneeseTa, HakoHeL,.

— KneseTta? 3ka BaxHocTs! BoT B3gyman kakum cnosom ncnyratb! Kakyto kneseTy H/ B3Beau Ha
yernoBeka, OH, B CYLLIHOCTU, 3acnyXusaeT B ABaLaTb pa3 XyXe Toro.

— Nasau ny4ywe cnatb! — ¢ gocagoun nporosopun Apkagun.

— C Benuyanwumm ygosonscTeBnem, — oteetun basapos.

Ho Hu TOMy, HM apyromMy He cnanock. Kakoe-To noyTtn BpaxaebHoe 4yBCTBO OXBaThbIBano cepaua
o6ounx monoapix nogen. MUHyT NATb CAYCTA OHWM OTKPLINK rnasa n NnepernsHynmncb Mmonya.

— lNocmoTpu, — ckasan sapyr Apkagnin, — CyxXoi KNeHoBbIN NINCT OTOPBarncs v nagaeTt Ha 3eMrio;
ero ABWKEeHNA COBEPLLUEHHO CXOAHbI C noneTtom 6aboykn. He ctpaHHo nn? Camoe neyanbHoe u
MepTBOE — CXOOHO C CaMbIM BECESbIM U XUBbIM.



— O gpyr mon, Apkaguin Hukonamy! — BocknukHyn basapos, — 06 ogHom npoly Tebs: He roBopwm
KpacuBo.

— A roBopto, kak ymeto... [la u HakoHel, 3To AecnoTuamM. MHe He wna MbICb B rOfloBYy; OTYero ee
He BbiCKa3aTb?

— Tak; HoO noYeMmy e 1 MHe He BbiCka3aTb CBOEN MbICN? A HAXOXy, YTO rOBOPUTb KpacuBo —
HEeNPUIINYHO.

— Y70 %*e npunuyHo? Pyratbca?

— 3-3! pa Tbl, A BUXY, TOMHO, HAMEPEH NOWTU NO cTonam gagtowkn. Kak 6bl aToT Mamot
nopagosancs, ecnv 6 ycnbiwan tebs!

— Kak Tbl HasBan [NaBna NeTpoBuya?

— ¥ ero Ha3Ban, kak cnegyeT, — UANOTOM.

— JTO, O[AHaKOo, HeCTepnUMOo! — BOCKNUKHYN Apkagun.

MOM

MOM

oLwyLeHns

— Opyrumun cnosamun: Apkagmin KupcaHoB CrMLLKOM BO3BbILWEH AS19 MOEro NOHUMaHus, —
NPEKNOHAIOCH U YMOIKaLO.

— lNonHo, noxanyucrta, EBreHnit; mMbl, HaKOHeL,, NMOCCOPUMCH.

— Ax, Apkagui! coenai ogormkeHue, NOCCOPUMCS pa3 XOPOLLUEHBKO — 0 NOMOXEeHUsa pus, 4o
nctpebneHus.

— Ho Begb aTak, noxanyu, Mbl KOHYUM TEM...

— Y10 nogepemca? — nogxsatun basapos. — UTo x? 3gecb, Ha CeHe, B TaKOW NONNNINYECKON
o6cTaHOBKe, BAanu OT CBETA U NIOACKMX B30OPOB — HMYero. Ho Tbl CO MHOW He cnaguwb. A t1eba
cenvac cxsady 3a ropro...

Basapos pacTonbipun cBOU ONNHHbIE N XeCTKMe nanblbl... ApKagnin NOBEPHYICA U
NPUroTOBUIICS, Kak Obl LLYTS, CONPOTUBNATLCS... HO NnLO ero apyra nokasanocb eMy Takum
3M0BeELLMM, Takasi HeLWyToYHas yrpo3a noyyamnacb eMy B KpMBOW yCMeLLKe ero ry6, B
3aropesLUMXCSA rnasax, YTo OH MOYYBCTBOBAs HEBOJSbHYH POBOCTD. ..

— Al BOT Bbl Kyaa 3abpanucb! — pasgancs B 3T0 MrHoBeHue ronoc Bacunusa MiBaHosu4a, 1 ctapbin
wrab-nekapb Npeactan nepeg MonoapiMun Niogbmu, o6reyYeHHbl B JOMOAENAHHbIA NONOTHAHBIN
NUOXXaK U C CONIOMEHHOI0, TOXe AOMOoAEeNaHHOo, WAMNOW Ha ronose. — A Bac uckan, uckarn... Ho
Bbl OTNIMYHOE BbIGpanu MecTo 1 NpekpacHoMy nNpeaaeTech 3aHATUIO. J1exa Ha «3emne», rsaaeTb
B «HebOo»... 3HaeTe N — B 3TOM eCTb Kakoe-TO 0cobeHHOe 3HaveHue!

— A rnaxy B He6O TONBKO TOraa, Korga Xxody YnxHyTb, — npoBopyan basapos n, o6paTnBLINCH K
Apkaguio, npubasun Bnonronoca: — XKanb, 4To noMmeLuan.

— Hy, nonHo, — wenHyn Apkaguin n noxan ykpagakon csoemy apyry pyky. — Ho Hukakas gpyx6a
A0JIr0 He BblAEPXUT TaknMX CTONKHOBEHWUN.
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— BoH kyga — B mudponoruto metHyn! — npomonsun basapos. — Ceiyac BUAHO, YTO B CBOE BpeMS
CcvnbHbIN 6bIn NaTnHKcT! Beap Thl, NOMHUTCS, cepebpsiHON Medanu 3a COYMHEHME yaocTouncs, a?
— Ouockypsl, Anockypbl! — nosTopmn Bacunuun MBaHoBuu.



— OagHako NonHo, oTel, He HeXHUYan.

— B koun-To Beku pasmk MoxHo, — npobopmoTan ctapuk. — Bnpodem, s Bac, rocnoga, oTbiCKan He ¢
TeM, 4ToObl FOBOPUTbL BaM KOMMSIMMEHTbI; HO C TEM, YTOObI, BO-NEPBLIX, AOSIOXKUTb BaM, YTO Mbl
ckopo obenatb byaem; a BO-BTOPbIX, MHE XOTENoChb nNpeasapuTb Tebs, EBreHun. .. Tbl yMHbIN
YeroBeK, Tbl 3HAELb MAEN, N XEHLLMH 3Haellb, U, CneaoBaTernbHO, U3BMHULWL... TBOS MaTyLuKa
MonebeH OTCNyXXUTb XO0Tena no cnyyato TBoero npuesga. Tel He Boobpaxan, 4YTo s 30By Tebsa
MPUCYTCTBOBATb Ha 3TOM MOfebHe: YK OH KOHY€EH; HO oTeL, Anekcen...

—lon?

— Hy pga, cBsILLEHHUK; OH y Hac... KywaTtb bygeT... f aToro He oxugan u gaxe He coBeToBar... HO
KaK-TO TaK BbILMO... OH MeHs He noHan... Hy, n ApuHa BnacbeBHa... [IpuToM Xe OH Yy Hac O4YeHb
XOPOLLUUIN U paccyauTerbHbIA YenoBeK.

— Begb oH moen nopummn 3a 06egom He cbecT? — cnpocun basapos.

Bacvnuin ViBaHoBMY 3acmesncs.

— MNomuny#n, 4To ThI!

— A GonbLue s Hu4ero He Tpebyto. S CO BCAKMM YENOBEKOM FOTOB 3a CTOJ CECTb.

Bacunui ViBaHoBWY nonpasun CBOO LLMANY.

— # 661N Haneped yBepeH, — NPOMOSBUI OH, — YTO Thl BblLLE BCAKMX NpeapaccyakoB. Ha 4to BOT A
— CTapuK, LUEeCTbOECAT BTOPOW rof XuBy, a u g nx He nmeto. (Bacunun VisaHoBu4 He cmen
CO3HaTbCS, YTO OH cam noxenan monebHa... HaboxeH oH 6bin He MeHee CBOeN XeHbl.) A oTuy
Anekceto 04eHb XoTenocb ¢ Tobor no3Hakomntbecs. OH Tebe noHpaBuTcs, Tbl yBUAMLWb... OH 1 B
KapTOYKM HEe MPOYb NOUrpaTh 1 Aaxe... HO 3TO MeXAy HaMWU... TPYOOUKy KypuT.

- YT0 %e? Mbl nocne obena 3acagem B epanall, 1 g ero obbirpato.

— Xe-xe-xe, nocmoTpum! babylika HagBoe ckasana.

— A 4T0? PasBe cTapuHON TpPAXHELWb? — NPOMONBUIT C 0COBEHHbIM yaapeHnem basapos.
BpoH3oBble Wwekn Bacunna ViBaHoBMYa CMYTHO MOKpPaCHEsMW.

HUAMM

— Huckonbko, — otBeTUN ApKagun.

Bacunui ViBaHOBWY KpSIXTS ONYCTUICS Ha CEHO.

— HanomnHaeT MHe Balle TernepeLuHee fnoxe, rocyaapy Mou, — Hadarn OH, — MO BOEHHYHO,
BUBYaYHYI0 XUN3Hb, NEPEBA30YHbIE NMYHKTbI, TOXE rae-HMbyab aTak Bo3ne cTora, U TO elle crnaea
6ory. — OH B3goxHyn. — MHOro, MHOro ucnbiTan g Ha cBoeM Beky. BoT, Hanpumep, ecnu
No3BONUTE, A BaM pacckaxy nobonbITHbIM ann3od Yymbl B Beccapabuw.
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— Begb g Tebe rosopun, 4ToO S HE MMELD Npefpaccyakos, — npobopmoTan Bacvnuii iBaHoBMY (OH
TOSbKO HaKkaHyHe Bernesn CnopoTb KPaCHYHO NMEHTOYKY C CIOPTYyKa) U NPUHANCA pacckasbiBaTb
3anu3o4 Yymbl. — A BeOb OH 3acHyn, — WenHyn oH BApyr Apkaguio, ykasbiBas Ha baszaposa u
AobpoayLwHo noamurHys. — EBreHun! Bctasan! — npnbasun oH rpomko: — Nongem obenateb...
Oten Anekcen, My>X4nMHa BUOHbIW U MOSHbIW, C rYCTbIMU, TWATeNbHO pacyecaHHbIMW BOIOCaMu, C
BbILUMTBIM MOSICOM Ha NUNOBOW LLENKOBOW psice, OKasarncs YernoBeKoM OYEeHb JTOBKUM U
HaxoguusbiM. OH NepBbIN NocneLwwnn noxaTtb pyky Apkaguio n basaposy, kak 661 noOHMMas
3apaHee, YTO OHW He HYXAalTcsa B ero 6narocnoBeHuu, 1 BoobLle aepxan cebs HeNnPUHY>XOeHHO.
W cebs oH He Bblgan, u Apyrux He 3agen; KCTaTh NOCMesNcs Hag CEMUHAPCKOO NaTbIHbIO U



3aCTynurcsa 3a CBOEro apxuepesi; ABe ptoOMKU BUHA BbINWI, a OT TPETben 0TKa3arcs; NpuHAN ot
Apkagus curapy, HO KypuTb €e He cTar, roBops, YTO NoBe3eT ee JOMOW. He coBcem npusaTHO
ObIN10 B HEM TOSBKO TO, YTO OH TO U AEN0 MEeASIEHHO U OCTOPOXHO 3aHOCKN PYKY, YTOObI NTOBUTL
Myx y cebs Ha nuue, 1 npu 3ToM nHoraa aaswn nx. OH cen 3a 3eneHbIn CTON C YMEPEHHbIM
N3bsBNEHNEM YAOBOMLCTBUSA N KOHYUN TeM, 4TO obbirpan Basaposa Ha ABa pybnsa NaTbaecaT
Koneek accurHaumsimu: B fome ApuHbl BnacbeBHbI 1 MOHATUSA HE UMENN O cyeTe Ha cepebpo...
OHa no-npexHemy cugena Bosne cbiHa (B KapTbl OHa He urpana), no-npexHemMy nognupasi Lweky
Kynadkom, 1 BCTaBarna TONbKO 3aTeM, YTobbl BeneTb nogatb Kakoe-HMbyab HoBoe AcTBO. OHa
B6osnack nackaTb basapoBa, 1 oH He 060apsn ee, He BbI3blBan €€ Ha acku; NPUTOM Xe U
Bacunui MiBaHOBUY NprucoBeTOBan e He oveHb ero «becnokontby. «Monogple nogn 4o 3TOro He
OXOTHUKWNY, — TBEPANI OH €N (HEYEro roBopuTb, KakoB Bbin B TOT AeHb 06ea: Tumodeny
cOBCTBEHHOI NEPCOHON CKakan Ha yTPEHHEN 3ape 3a Kakok-TO 0COBEHHOI YePKACCKO
roBSAVHOW; CTapoCcTa e34un B APYryto CTOPOHY 3a HanMmamu, epLiamMmn u pakamm; 3a ogHun rpubsbl
6abbl NoNy4Ynnn cCopok ABe KONEnkn meabto); Ho rnasa ApuHbl BnacbeBHbI, HEOTCTYMHO
obpaLleHHble Ha basapoBa, BblpaXanu He 0gHy NPeAaHHOCTb Y HEXHOCTb: B HUX BUOHENach u
rPyCTb, CMELLUaHHas C NBONbITCTBOM N CTPAXOM, BUAHENCHA KAKON-TO CMUPEHHbI YKOP.
Bnpouem, BasapoBy 6bin0 He A0 TOro, YTobbl pa3bupaTb, YTO UMEHHO BbipaXkanu rnasa ero
MaTepu; OH peako obpalyancs K Hel, n TO C KOPOTEHLKMM BOMPOCOM. Pa3 OH nonpocun y Hen pyKy
«Ha cYacTbe»; OHa TUXOHbLKO MOMNOXMIAa CBOK MArKYHO PYYKY Ha €ro >XeCTKYH U LUMPOKYIO NafoHb.
— Yro, — cnpocuna oHa, norogs HEMHOro, — He MOMOorno?

— Ewe xyxe nowno, — otBeyan oH ¢ HEBPEXHOK YCMELLIKOW.

— OUYNHHO OHM YXXe PUCKYIOT, — Kak Bbl C coxxaneHnem NponsHec oTew, Anekcen n nornagun CBoK
Kpacusyto 6opoay.

— HanoneoHoBckoe npaBuno, 6aTiowka, HanoneoHOBCKOe, — noaxsatun Bacunui MeaHoBu4 n
nowuen c Tysa.

— OHo Xe n goseno ero o octposa CeATbIS EneHbl, — npoMmonsun oTtew, Anekcen n nokpbIn ero
Ty3a KO3blpeM.

— He xxenaewwb nv cMmopoanHHOW BoAbl, EHoWweYka? — cnpocuna ApvHa BnacbeBHa.

basapoB TonbKo nnevYamu noxarn.

— HeT! — roBopun oH Ha cneaywownin aeHb Apkaauio, — yeay otctoga 3astpa. CKydHo; paboTtatb
Xo4yeTcs, a 34ecb Henb3d. OTnpaBnioch ONSATb K BaM B EPEBHIO; S XXe TaM BCe CBOWU npenapaTbl
ocTaBun. Y Bac, No KpanHen mepe, 3anepeTbCcst MOXHO. A TO 34ecb oTel, MHe TBepauT: «Mon
KabWHET K TBOMM ycrnyram — HUKTO Tebe mewwaTb He ByaeT»; a caMm OT MeHS HU Ha war. [a n
COBECTHO Kak-TO OT Hero 3anupaTtbcs. Hy n maTb Toxe. A cnbllwy, Kak OHa B3bIXaeT 3a CTEHON, a
BblELLb K HEN — N CKa3aTb el HeYero.

— O4yeHb OHa oropumnTcsl, — NPoMosiBuN Apkagun, — oa nu OH TOXe.

— ¥ K HUM eLe BEPHYCb.

— Korpa?

— [a BoT kak B [leTepBypr noeny.

— MHe TBOIO MaTb OCOBEHHO >KarKo.

— Y10 Tak? Arogamu, 4to nu, oHa Tebe yroguna?



Apkagui onycTtun rnasa.

— Tbl maTepu cBOeN He 3Haelb, EBreHnin. OHa He TONbKO OTNNYHAA XEHLIUHA, OHa OYEeHb YMHa,
npaeo. CerogHsa yTpoM OHa CO MHOW € nonyaca 6ecefoBana, u Tak A4eNbHO, UHTEPECHO.

— BepHo, 060 MHe BCce pacnpocTpaHanaco?

— He o Tebe ogHom 6bina peyb.

— MoxeT 6bITb; Tebe co CTOPOHbI BUAHEN. KOnNn MOXET XeHLuHa nony4yacosyto 6eceay
nogaepxaTtb, 9TO YK 3HaK XOpoLui. A 9 BCce-Taku yeay.

— Tebe Henerko 6yaeT coobwnTb MM 31O n3Bectne. OHM BCE pacCyXgatoT O TOM, YTO Mbl Yyepes
ABe Hefenu aenatb Gyaem.

— Henerko. YepT MeHst oepHyn cerogHsa nogpasHUTb OTUA: OH Ha AHSAX Benes BbiceYb O4HOro
CBOEro 06pPOYHOro MyXmKa — U OMEHb XOPOLLIO caenan; aa, Aa, He rMsaan Ha MeHs C TaKUM YXXacom
— OYeHb XOPOoLOo caernan, MOTOMY YTO BOP U MbSHULA OH CTPALUHENLINIA; TONbKO OTeL, HUKaK He
oXxuaan, 4To s 06 3TOM, Kak roBOpuTCS, M3BecTeH ctan. OH 04eHb CKOHQY3MNCH, a Tenepb MHe
npuaetca Baob6aBok ero oropyuntb... Huyero! [lo ceagbObl 3aXXMBET.

Basapos ckasan: «Hu4ero!» — HO uenbI AeHb NPoLUEn, Npexae Yem OH peLuunrca yBe4OMUTb
Bacunusa ViBaHoBu4a 0 cBOeEM HamepeHnn. HakoHel, y»xe npoLascb C HAM B KabuHeTe, OH
NPOroBOpUIT C HAaTAHYTbIM 3€BKOM:

—[a... 4yTb 6bIn0 He 3abbin Tebe ckasaTtb... Benun-ka 3aBTpa Hawwmx nowagen kK PenoTy BbicnNaTb
Ha noacTaBy.

Bacunun ViBaHoBUY naymurics.

— PasBe rocnoguH KupcaHoB o1 Hac yeaxaeT?

—[a; n a9 ¢ HUM ye3sxato.

Bacvnuin ViBaHOBMY nepeBepHyYIca Ha MecTe.

— Tbl yeaxaewb?

— [a... MHe HyxHo. Pacnopsignce, noxanynucra, HacyeT noLwagen.

— XopoLwo... — 3aneneTarn CTapuk, — Ha NOACTaBY... XOPOLO... TOMbKO... TOMbKO... Kak xe aT10?
— MHe HyXHO cbe3anTb K HEMY Ha KOpPOTKoe BpeMs. S NOTOM OonATb Clofa BEPHYChb.

— [Na! Ha kopoTkoe Bpem4... XopoLo. — Bacunui IBaHOBWY BbIHYI MAATOK U, CMOPKAasiChb,
HaKMOHWUICA YyTb He A0 3emnu. — Y70 X? aT0... Bce byaeT. A 6bIno gyman, 4Tto Tbl Y HacC...
nogonewe. Tpu gHA... 3TO, 3TO, NOCre Tpex neT, MmanosaTo; Manosarto, EsreHun!

— [a a x Tebe roBopto, 4TO A CKOPO BepPHYCb. MHe Heobxoammo.

— HeobGxogumo... Yto x? Npexae BCero Hago A0Nr UCNONHATL... Tak BbiCnaTb fowagen?
Xopowo. Mbl, kKOHe4YHO, ¢ ApuHOM 3TOro He oxuganun. OHa BOT LBETOB BbINPOCUA Y COCEKM,
xoTena komHaTy Tebe ybpaTtb. (Bacunuin MiBaHOBUY yxXe HEe YNOMSIHYN O TOM, Y4TO Kaxkgoe yTpo,
YyTb CBET, CTOSA 0 6oCy Hory B Tydnsx, OH coBeljancs ¢ Tumodendem n, goctaBasa gpoXKalmmm
nanbuamMmu o4HYy M30PBaHHYIO accUrHaumio 3a Apyrowo, nopy4van emy pasHble 3aKynku, 0CO6eHHO
Haneras Ha CbeCTHblE€ NpPUNachkl N Ha KpacHOEe BUHO, KOTOPOE, CKOSIbKO MOXHO ObIfo 3aMeTuUTb,
O4YeHb NOHPaBMNOCh MonoabiM nogam.) MnasHoe — cBob6oga; aTo MOe NpaBuso... He Hago
CTECHATb... He...

OH BApYr YMOJK 1 HanpaBwWscs K ABEpPMU.

— MbI ckopo yBngumcs, otew, npaso.



Ho Bacunuin MiBaHoBWY, He o6opaunBasiCb, TONbKO PYKOM MaxHy”n 1 Beiwen. Bo3spaTtsch B
cnarnbH0, OH 3acTasn CBOI XXEHy B MOCTENWN N Ha4Yan MONUTLCS LENOTOM, YTOObI ee He pa3byauTb.
OpHako oHa npocHynace.

— O710 Tbl, Bacnnun MBaHbl4? — cnpocuna oHa.

— A, matywwka!

— Tl OoT EHtOWwN? 3HaeLwb nu, 1 60K0Ckb: NOKOMHO N eMy cnaTb Ha AuBaHe? A AHduUcyLlke Benena
NONOXNTb €My TBOW MNOXOAHbIA MaTpacuk 1 HOBbIE MOAYLIKK; S Bbl HALW NyXOBMK eMy Aana, Aa OH,
NMOMHUTCS, HE NIOBUT MArKO cnaTb.

— Hwnuero, matywika, He 6ecnokoricsa. Emy xopowwo. flocnoan, noMunyn Hac rpeLuHbIx, —
npogorkan oH BNosironioca cBo Monutey. Bacunum MiBaHoBuY noxarnen CBOK CTapyLUKY; OH He
3axoTes ckasaTb er Ha HOYb, Kakoe rope ee oxuaarno.

Basapos ¢ Apkagvem yexanu Ha gpyron aeHb. C yTpa yXe BCe MpuUyHbINo B JoMe; Y AHUCYLLKK
nocyga u3 pyk Banunache; gaxe deabka HegoymeBan u KOHYUN TeM, YTO CHAN canorn. Bacunun
MBaHoBMY cyeTuncsa Gonblue Yyem korga-nnbo: oH BUANMO Xpabpunca, F[pOMKO roBOpUI 1 ctyyvan
HOramm, HO NNLO ero OCYHyroCb, 1 B3rNs4bl NOCTOSAHHO CKOMNb3UWU MUMO CbiHa. ApuHa
BnacbeBHa TMx0 nnakana; oHa coBceM Obl pactepsinacb U He coBnagena 6ul ¢ cobon, ecnu Gbl
MY>X paHO YTPOM Lenble ABa Yaca ee He yroBapusarn. Korga e basapos, nocne HeogHOKpaTHbIX
obeLlaHnin BEpHYTbCS HUKAK HE NO3Xe MecsiLa, BblpBarncsa HakoHew, 13 yaepXMBaBLUMX ero
006BATUI 1 Cen B TapaHTac; Korga nowagun TPOHYNUCh, U KONOKOSbYUK 3a3BEHEN, U Koneca
3aBepTENNCh, — N BOT yXKe rMageTb Bereq 6b1no Hesayem, 1 Nbifb ynernack, u Tumodeny, Becb
cropbneHHbIN 1 WaTaschk Ha Xo4y, Nonnencsa Hasaa B CBOK KaMOPKY; KOrga CTapuyky OCTanucb

O HM B CBOEM, TOXe Kak OyaTO BHE3aNHO CHEXUBLLEMCH N NOAPSXNeBLEM gome, — Bacunui
iBaHOBMY, eLle 3a HECKONbKO MIHOBEHUI MONOALEBATO MaxaBLUMI MAaTKOM Ha KpblfbLe,
ONyCTWACA Ha CTyNn M YPOHUN rofnoBy Ha rpyab. «bpocun, 6pocun Hac, — 3aneneTtan oH, — 6pocun;
CKY4YHO emy cTano ¢ Hamu. OauH, Kak NepcT Tenepb, OAUH!» — MOBTOPUIT OH HECKOMbKO pas3 1
KaXabli pa3 BbIHOCUI Brepes CBO PYKY C OTAEeNEeHHbIM yKka3aTenbHbiM nansuem. Torga ApuHa
BnacbeBHa npubnumaunack K HEMY 1, NPUCIOHMB CBOKO CEeAyt0 FOfI0BY K €ro ceon ronose,
ckasana: «4to genatb, Bacsa! CblH — oTpe3aHHbI NoMoTb. OH, YTO COKOM: 3axoTen — npuneten,
3axoTen — yneTen; a Mbl C TOOOK, Kak ONEHKN Ha aynne, CManm psSakoM 1 H1 ¢ mecta. Tonbko A
OoCTaHyCb And Tebst HaBeK HEU3MEHHO, KaK U Tbl 41151 MEHSA».

Bacunuii MiBaHOBWY NpUHAN OT NnLa pykn U OGHAN CBOIO XKEHY, CBOKD NOAPYrY, TaK KPEmNKo, Kak 1 B
MOSOAOCTU ee He OOHMMan: OHa yTeluuna ero B ero nevanw.
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Monua, nuub nspenka MeHASICb HE3HAYNTENBHBIMU CROBaMU, oexanu Halwy NpuaTenn 4o
®epoTta. basapos 6bin He coBcem coboto AoBorneH. Apkagun 6bin HegoBoneH um. K Tomy ke oH
4YyBCTBOBan Ha cepaue Ty 6eCnpuyYnHHYIO rpyCcTb, KOTOpasa 3HaKoMa TOSbKO OAHUM OY€EHb
mornoabiM ntoaam. Kyyep nepenpsr nowagen n, B306paBLUNCh Ha KO3Ibl, CNPOCUIT: HanpaBo anb
Haneso?

Apkaguu gpornyn. [lopora HanpaBo Bena B ropof, a oTTyga A0oMOW; Aopora HaneBo Bena K
OauHuyoBon.

OH B3rngaHyn Ha basapoga.

— EBreHumn, — cnpocun oH, — Haneeso?

Basapos oTBepHyncs.

— JTO YTO 3a rynocTb? — NnpobopmMoTan OH.

— A 3Hato, YTO rNynocTb, — oTBeTUN Apkaaui. — [la 4to 3a 6epa? Passe Ham B nepBbIn pa3?
Basapos HagBuHyn kapTy3 cebe Ha noo.

— Kak 3Haellb, — nporoBOpus OH HakoHeL,

— lNowen HaneBo! — KpukHyN Apkaaui.

rnynocTb,

YXe no ToMy, Kak UX BCTPeTUn ABOPELKNA Ha KpbifbLie OOMHLIOBCKOro JoMa, NpuaTenu Mornu
AoragaTtbCd, YTO OHU NOCTYNUNK HebnaropasymMHoO, NOAAABLUNCL BHE3AMHO NpULLIEALLEN UM
daHTasuu. Nx, odeBngHo, He oxmnganu. OHW npocnaeny A0BOSIbHO A0SO U C AOBOSBHO rynbiMu
pn3moHoMUAMM B rocTuHon. OguHLoBa Bbilwna K HUM HakoHel,. OHa npuBeTCcTBOBarna ux ¢
O0ObIKHOBEHHOI CBOEW NOOGE3HOCTHIO, HO YANBMMACH UX CKOPOMY BO3BPALLEHUIO N, CKONIbKO MOXHO
ObIN0 CyanTb N0 MEANUTENBHOCTY €€ ABMXEHWI U peyei, He CnWKoM emy obpagoBanacbk. OHu
nocnewmunm o6bABUTL, YTO 3aexanu TONbKO NO AOPOre K Yaca Yepes YeTblpe OTNPaBATCA
Aanblie, B ropoq. OHa orpaHuMyunack nerkum BocknuuaHuem, nonpocuna Apkagus NoKNOHUTLCS
OTLY OT ee UMeHM 1 nocrnana 3a ceoeto TeTKoW. KHaXHa siBUunach BCS 3acnaHHas, 4To npuaasarno
ewle 6onee 3n06bl BbipaXXEHUIO €e CMOPLLEHHOrO, CTaporo nuua. Kate He3gopoBunoch, oHa He
BbIXOAMNa n3 cBoOen KoMHaTbl. Apkaanin BAPYr NoYyBCTBOBAIT, YTO OH, MO KpanHen Mmepe, CTONbKO
Xe xenan sngeTb KaTio, ckonbko n camoe AHHY CepreeBHy. HeTbipe Yaca npoLuno B
He3HauMTernbHbIX TOMKax 0 ToM 0 cem; AHHa CepreeBHa 1 cnywana v rosopuna 6e3 ynbioku.
Tonbko Npu camoM NpoLaHuKn NpexHee apyxentobne kak 6yaTo WweBenbHynoch B ee ayLue.

— Ha meHs Tenepb Hawna xaHapa, — ckasana oHa, — HO Bbl He obpallanTe Ha 3TO BHUMaHUA U
npuesxanTte onaTb, 1 BaMm 3T0 060MM roBOpPIO, Yepes HECKONIbKO BPEMEHW.

N Basapos n Apkaguin oTBETUNN el 6€3MONBHBIM NOKMIOHOM, CENN B 3KMMNAX U, Y)KEe HUrae He
OCTaHaBNMBasiCb, OTNPaBUNCL Aomon, B MapbuHO, Kyaa un npnbbinu 6narononyyHo Ha
cnegyoowmin oeHb BedepoM. B npogormkeHne Bcen Ao0pOoru HU TOT, HA OPYron He YNOMSAHYN Aaxe
nmeHn OamHuyoBon; basapoB B 0COBEHHOCTM NOYTU HE pacKpbiBan pTa v BCe rMNsaen B CTOPOHY,
NpoYyb OT AOPOruU, C KAKUM-TO OXKECTOYEHHbBIM HanpsXKeHNeEM.
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— Cun moux HeT! — He pa3 ¢ oT4yasgHnem Bocknuuan Hukonaw MNetposuy. — Camomy gpatbes
HEBO3MOXXHO, MOCbINaTh 3a CTAHOBLIM — HE MO3BONAOT NPMHLMNbI, a 6€3 CTpaxa HakaszaHus



HMYero He nogenaelub!
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YKHYBLUW,

Kata nosena Apkagusa B cag. Bctpeya ¢ Heto nokasanacb eMy 0COGEHHO CHaCTNMBbLIM
npeasHameHoBaHMeM; OH obpagoBarncs eu, CroBHO poAHOKW. Bce Tak OTNMYHO YyCTPOUIOCh: HK
ABOpeLKoro, HM goknaaa. Ha nosopote aopoxkn oH yBuaen AHHy CepreesHy. OHa cTosina K Hemy
CMMHON. YCrnblWwag Wwarn, oHa TUXOHbKO 06epHynachb.

Apkaaui cmyTunca 6bin0 CHOBa, HO NepBbIE CMOBA, €0 NPOU3HECEHHbIE, YCMOKOMIM ero ToT4ac.
«3npaBcTByITE, Bernewy!» — nporoBopuna oHa CBOMM POBHbIM, TACKOBbIM FOSIOCOM M noLuna K
Hemy HaBcTpeuy, ynblbasch 1 WypsaCcb OT conHua u Betpa: «ae Tol ero Hawna, Kata?»

— ¥ Bam, AHHa CepreeBHa, — Ha4arn OH, — NPUBE3 HEYTO Takoe, Yero Bbl HUKAK He oXugaerte...

— Bbl cebsa npuBeanu; aTo ny4ile BCero.
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HUTUITUCTOM
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— Bnpouem, mbl gpyr gpyra NOHATbL HE MOXEM,; S, N0 KpanHen Mepe, He UME YeCTu Bac
NOHUMATb.

— Ewe 6b1! — BOCKNMKHYN Basapos. — Yenosek BCce B COCTOSAHUM NOHATbL — U Kak TpenewieT acump, n
YTO Ha COSHUE NPOUCXOANT; a KaK Apyron YernoBeK MOXeT MHaye CMOpKaTbCs, YeM OH caM
CMOPKaeTCs, 3TOr0 OH MOHATb HE B COCTOSIHUM.

— YT0, 3TO OCTPOYMHO? — nporoBopwusn BonpocuTtensHo Nasen NeTpoBnY 1 OTOLLEN B CTOPOHY.
Bnpoyem, OH nHOrga npocun No3BosieHns NPUCYTCTBOBaTbL Npu onbiTax basaposa, a pa3 gaxe
Npnbnun3nn ceoe pasayLleHHOE U BbIMbITOE OTNMYHbIM CHagobbeM NMLIO K MUKPOCKONY, ANst TOro
4YTO06bl MOCMOTPETD, KaK Npo3pavHast MHAY30pus rnoTana 3eneHyr NbiAMHKY U XN0NoTANBO
nepexesblBana ee KakKuMu-TO OMeHb NPOBOPHbLIMU KyfladkaMmun, HaXoAUBLUMMUCA Yy HEW B ropre.
Mopasno yaule ceoero 6parta nocewan baszaposa Hukonawm MNeTpoBny; oH Bbl Kaxabli AEHb
NpUXoauI, Kak OH BblpaXasncs «y4nTbCA», eCnu Bbl XSIONOTbl MO XO35MCTBY HEe oTBNekanu ero. OH
He CTecHAN MONOAOro eCTeCTBOUCNbITATENS: caauncs rae-HnMbyab B yronok KOMHaThl U rnsgen
BHMMAaTENbHO, n3peaka no3eonsasa cebe ocTopoXxHbIn Bonpoc. Bo Bpemsi 06ea0B 1 y)KMHOB OH
cTapancs HanpasnsTb peyb Ha PU3NKY, reonoruo UnNn XMMmIo, Tak Kak Bce gpyrune npeameTsl,
Aaxe XO3ANCTBEHHbIE, HE TOBOPS YXKe O NONIUTUYECKNX, MOTfIN NOBECTU ECIU He K
CTONKHOBEHUSIM, TO KO B3aUMHOMY Heya0BOSbCTBUIO. Hukonawn NeTpoBuy goragbiBarncsd, 4To
HeHaBMCTb ero 6paTa Kk bazapoBy HUCKOMbKO HE YMEeHbLUUNAack. HeBaXHbIN cnyvan, mexay
MHOrMMU ApYrMMn, NoaTBepAnn ero goragku. Xonepa crana nosBnsiTbCH Koe-rae no
OKPEeCTHOCTSAIM U Aaxe «BblaepHyna» AByx nogeun n3 camoro MapsuHa. Houbto ¢ NMasnom
[MeTpoBUYEM Cryumnca AO0BOMbHO CUMbHbIV Npunagok. OH Npomyyuncs 4o yTpa, Ho He npuber K
nckyccTey basapoBa 1, yBMAEBLUNCH C HUM Ha CreayoLniA AeHb, Ha ero Bonpoc: «3a4yeM OH He
nocnan 3a HUM?» — OTBeYar, Becb eLle 6nefHbIin, HO yXXe TaTenbHO pacyecaHHbIN U BbIOPUTbIN:
«Benb Bbl, NOMHUTCA, CaMn roOBOPUIIK, YTO He BeEpUTE B MeauLUMHY?» Tak NpoxXoannun OHW.
Baszapos paboTan ynopHo u yrptomo... A mexagy Tem B gome Hukonasa NeTpoBuya Haxoannochb
CYLLIECTBO, C KOTOPbIM OH He TO YTOObLI OTBOAMN AyLly, @ OXOTHO BGecegosan... 3T0O CyLWecTBO
Obina PeHeuka.

CbloTe, C

XXECTOKMM TUpPaHOM

deHeuke HpaBurca basapos; HO 1 OHa eMy HpaBunack. [Jaxe NUUO ero N3MeHANoCh, Koraa oH ¢
Hen pasroBapuBan: OHO NPMHMMArO BblpaXKeHne AcHoe, NoYTn fobpoe, 1 K 06bIYHONM ero
HeBPEXHOCTN NpUMeLLMBanach Kakasi-To LWyTnMBas BHUMATENbHOCTb. PeHeyka xopoluena ¢
KaxablM gHeM. bbiBaeT anoxa B XXU3HW MONOAbIX XEHLLUMH, Korga OHM BAPYr Ha4YuMHakoT
pacuBeTaTb U pacnyckaTbCs, KaK fieTHUe po3bl; Takas anoxa HacTynuna ans deHeyvkn. Bece k Tomy
cnocobCcTBOBANo, AaXe UNbCKUIM 3HOW, KOTOpLIK cToAn Toraa. OgeTtas B nerkoe 6enoe nnartbe,
OHa cama kasanacb 6enee u nerye: 3arap He npuctasan K HeW, a xapa, OT KOTOPOW OHa He Morna
ybepeubcs, cnerka pymaHuna ee wekun aa ywm n, Bnmeas TUXYHo NeHb BO BCE €€ Tero,
oTpakanacb 4PeMOTHOK TOMHOCTbLIO B €€ XOPOLLEHbKMX rnaskax. OHa noytn He morna paboTaTb;
PYKM Y HEWN Tak 1 CKonb3unu Ha koneHn. OHa egBa xoauna v Bce oxarna fa arnosanach C



3abaBHbIM 6eccnnmem.

— Tbl 6bI Yawe Kynanacb, — rosopun en Hukonai NeTtposunu.

OH ycTpoun 60nbLUyto, MONOTHOM MOKPbLITYIO KynanbHIO B TOM U3 CBOUX NPYAOB, KOTOPLIN eLle He
COBCEM YyLuern.

— Ox, Hukonan NMetposuy! [la noka go npyaa gongells — ympeLlb, U Ha3ag nongells — yMpeLlb.
Benb TeHU-TO B cagly HeTy.

— OTO TOYHO, YTO TEHU HeTy, — oTBeYan Hukonan Metposuy n notupan cebe 6posw.

OpHaxabl, Yacy B ceabMoM yTpa, basapos, BO3BpaLlascb C Nporysku, 3actan B 4aBHO
OTUBETLLEN, HO €eLLle ryCTon 1 3eneHon cupeHeBon beceake PeHeuky. OHa cugena Ha ckamerike,
HaKMHYB MO OObLIKHOBEHUIO BenbI NNATOK Ha roNoBY; NOASE Hee Nexan Uernbin NyK eLe MOKpbIX
OT POCbI KpacHbIx 1 6enbix po3. OH NO340pPOBarcs C Hel.

— Al EBreHnn Bacunbuy! — nporosopuna oHa 1 NnpunoaHsana HEMHOrO Kpan nnaTtka, 4Tobbl
B3rNsHYTb Ha HEro, NpUYeM ee pyka obHaxmnnacb A0 NOKTS.

— Yro BbI 3TO TYT AenaeTe? — npomoneun basapos, cagdack Bo3ne Hee. — bykeT BaxeTe?

— [a; Ha cton k 3aBTpaky. Hukonaw NeTtpoBuy 310 NtOGUT.

— Ho o 3aBTpaka eule ganeko. 9kasa nponacTb UBeToB!

— A ux Tenepb HapBana, a TO CTaHET XapKo W BbIUTU HeNb3s. TonNbKo Tenepb 1 Ablwnilb. CoBceM
s paccnabena oT 3TOro xapy. Yx s 6otock, He 3aboneto nu a?

— OT0 4TO 3a paHTasusa! [lante-ka Baw nynbc nowynaTb. — baszapos B3sn ee pyKy, OTbICKan pOBHO
OMBLLYIOCS XUIKY M JaXe He cTan cuntaTth ee yaapos. — CTO neT NpoXmneBeTe, — MPOMONBUIT OH,
BbIMyCcKas ee pykKy.

— AX, coxpanu 60r! — BOCKNMKHYyna oHa.

— A 4yT0? Pa3Be Bam He X04eTCHa O0Nro NOXUTb?

— [a Beagpb cto net! Y Hac 6abyLika Bbina BOCbMUAECATU NATU NET — TaK YX YTO Xe 370 bbina 3a
MyyeHuuya! YepHas, rnyxas, ropbartas, Bce kawwnsna; cebe Tonbko B TAroctb. Kakas yx ato
XU3Hb!

— Tak nyywe 6bITb MONOAOKO?

— A TO Kak xe?

— [la yem e oHo ny4ywe? Ckaxute mHe!

— Kak yem? [1a BOT A Tenepb, Monogas, Bce Mory caenatb — 1 nongy, u npuay, u npuHecy, u
HWKOro MHe MPOCUTb HEe HYXHO... Yero ny4we?

— A BOT MHe BCe paBHO: MOSo, Ny s Unu ctap.

— Kak 3710 Bbl roBOpUTE — BCE paBHO? 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, YTO Bbl FOBOPUTE.

— [a Bbl camu nocyaute, Penocbs HMkonaesHa, Ha YTO MHe MOsi MonoAoCcTb? XK1BY S OAVH,
6o6binem...

— JTO OT Bac Bceraa 3aBuUCKT.

— To-To 4TO He oT MeHs! XOoTb 6bl KTO-HNBYAb HAaA0 MHOK CXanumcs.

deHeyka cboky nocmoTpena Ha basapoBa, HO HUYero He ckasana.

— OTO 4YTO y Bac 3a KHUra? — cnpocuna oHa, norogsi HEMHoOro.

— OTO-TO? JTO yyeHas KHuUra, MygpeHasi.

— A Bbl Bce yuntecb? Wl He cky4yHO BaM? Bbl yX 1 Tak, S 4ain, BCce 3HaeTe.



— BugHo, He Bce. NMNonpobynTe-ka Bbl NPO4E€CTb HEMHOTO.

— [a s Hu4yero TyT He nonmy. OHa y Bac pycckasa? — cnpocuna ®eHeuka, npuHumas B obe pyku
TSHXKENo nepenneTeHHbIn ToM. — Kakast Toncras!

— Pycckas.

— Bce paBHO s HMYero He novmy.

— [a a n He ¢ Tem, 4TOBbI Bbl NOHANK. MHEe Xx04YeTca NOCMOTPETb Ha Bac, Kak Bbl YiTaTb byaete. Y
BaC, KOoraa Bbl YUTaAETe, KOHYMK HOCMKA OYEHb MUSO OBUraeTCs.

[136]

— A nobnto Toxe, Koraa Bbl CMEeTecCh, — Nnpomonsun basapos.

— MNonHorTe!

— A nobnto, koraa Bbl roBopuTe. TOYHO pPyYvEEK XYpUuT.

deHeyka OTBOPOTUIA rONOBY.

— Kakow BbI! — npomonBeuna oHa, nepebupas nanbuamu no usetam. — Ml 4to Bam meHsa cnywatb?
Bbl ¢ TakuMn yMHbIMW JlamamMu pasroBop UMeEnu.

— 9%, ®Pepgocbs HukonaesHa! noBepbTe MHE: BCE YMHblE JaMbl HA CBETE He CTOSAT BaLlero
NOKOTKA.

— Hy, BOT ewe yto Bhigymanu! — wenHyna ®eHevka n nogkana pyku.

Basapos nogHAN ¢ 3eMnu KHury.

— OTO nekapckas kHura, 3a4em Bbl ee bpocaeTte?

— Jlekapckaa? — nosTopuna ®eHeuyka 1 NoBepHynack K Hemy. — A 3HaeTe 4To? Beab € Tex nop, Kak
Bbl MHE Te Kanesnbku aanu, NoOMHUTE? yx kak Muta cnut xopowwo! A yx 1 He npugymato, Kak MHe
Bac bnarogapwuTb; Takow Bbl 4OOpPLIN, NpaBo.

— A no-HacTosiLemMy Hafo nekapsam nnatntb, — 3aMeTun ¢ ycmelukon basapos. — Ilekaps, Bbl camu
3HaeTe, Noaun KOPbICTHbIE.

deHeyka nogHana Ha basapoBa cBoM rnasa, KasaBLUMecs elle TemHee oT 6enoBaToro otbénecka,
nagasLlero Ha BepXH YacTb ee nuua. OHa He 3Hana — WyTUT NI OH UIK HeT.

— Ecnu Bam yrogHo, mbl ¢ yaoonbctBuem... Hapo 6yget y Hukonas NeTpoBuya cnpocuts...

— [a Bbl gymaeTe, A geHer xouy? — nepebun ee basapos. — HeT, MHe OT Bac He A€HbIN HYXHbI.
— Yro xe? — nporoBopuna deHeuka.

— Yrt0? — nosTopun basapos. — YragaunTe.

- Y710 9 3a oTragunya!

— Tak g BaM CcKaxy; MHE HY>KHO... OHY U3 3TUX PO3.

deHeyka onATb 3acMesAnachb 1 gaxe pykamu BCnnecHyna, 4o Toro en nokasanocb 3abaBHbIM
xenaHvne basapoBa. OHa cmesinack 1 B TO e Bpemsa YyBCTBOBana cebsa nonbLieHHow. basapos
npucTanbHO CMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— V3BonbTe, N3BONbLTE, — NPOMOSBUIIA OHA HAKOHEL, U, HarHyBLUUCb K CKaMenKe, NpuHanach
nepebupatb po3sbl. — Kakyto Bam, KpacHyto unm 6enyo?

— KpacHyto, n He cnuwkom 6onbLuyio.

OHa BbINnpsaMunacs.

— BoT BO3bMUTE, — CKa3ana oHa, HO TOTHacC Xe OTAEepPHya NPOTAHYTYIO PYKY U, 3aKycuB rybsl,
rMsHyna Ha Bxog 6eceakn, NOTOM MPUHUKIA YXOM.



— Y10 Takoe? — cnpocun basapos. — Hukonaw NeTpoBny?

— HerT... OHu B none yexanu... ga s un He 6otocb ux... a BoT [asen NMeTpoBud... MHe
nokasasnoco...

- Yro?

OHU

— C kakown ctaTu Bbl [1aBna MNMeTpoBuya Gontecb?

— OHn MeHs Bce nyratoT. [0BOpUTb — HE FTOBOPAT, @ Tak CMOTPAT MyapeHo. [la Beab 1 Bbl €ro He
nobute. NomMHUTE, Npexae Bbl BCE C HAM CNopunun. A n He 3Hato, 0 YeM Yy Bac CNop MAET, a BUXY,
4YTO Bbl €0 U TaK BEPTUTE, U TaK...

deHeuka nokasarna pykamu, kak, no ee mHeHuo, basapos Bepten Nasna NeTpoBuya.

BasapoB ynbIGHynCS.

— A ecnu 6 oH MeHs nobexaaTtb cTarn, — CNpoCun oH, — Bbl Obl 32 MeHS 3acTynUnUCb?

— ['me X MHe 3a Bac 3acTynaTtbCca? a HeT, C BaMu He Ccragullb.

— Bbl aymaeTte? A s 3Hato pyKy, KOTopasi 3aX04eT, U nanbLem MeHsa cumber.

— Kakas takas pyka?

— A Bbl HeGOCbH He 3HaeTe? NoHloxanTe, Kak CnaBHO NaxHET Po3a, YTO Bbl MHE AarnMw.

deHeuka BbITSHYNa WeKrKy 1 Npubnuauna nuuo K UBeTKy... [naTok ckaTuncs ¢ ee ronosbl Ha
nrneya; nokasanacb Msarkasi Macca YepHbix, 6GnecTawmx, cnerka pactpenaHHbiX BONOC.

— lNocTonTe, 9 xo4y NoHXaTb C BaMu, — NpoMonsun basapos, HarHyrnca 1 Kpenko rnowuenosan ee
B pacKpbITble rybbl.

OHa gporHyna, ynepnacb o6enmm pykamu B ero rpyab, HO ynepnacbk cnabo, n oH mMor
BO30OHOBUTb M NPOANUTL CBOW NOLENYM.

Cyxon kawenb pasgasncsa 3a cupeHsamn. deHeyka MrHOBEHHO OTOABWUHYNACh Ha OPYron KOHel,
ckamenkun. Maen MNeTpoBn4d Nokasancs, cnerka NOKNOHUIICA 1, NPOrOBOPUB C KAKON-TO 3N0GHO0
YHbINOCTbIO: «Bbl 3aecby, — yaanuncsa. PeHedka ToTyac nogobpana Bce po3bl U BbilLa BOH U3
Geceaku.

— 'pewHo Bam, EBreHnin Bacunbuy, — wenHyna oHa yxogsa. HenogaensHbIN yrpek cribilancs B ee
wenore.

BasapoB BCNOMHWN Opyryt0 HEAABHIOK CLEHY, U1 COBECTHO MY CTarno, U Npe3puTenbHO A0CaaHO.
Ho OH TOTYac ke BCTPSAXHYN rofoBoKr, UPOHNYECKM no3apasun cebs «c hopmanbHbIM
NoCTynfeHneM B cenagoHbl» U OTNpaBunca k cebe B KOMHaTY.

A MNasen lNeTpoBuy Bbiwen U3 cagy U, MeaneHHo warasd, gobparncs go neca. OH octancs Tam
AOBOMbHO JONro, M KOrga OH BEPHYICA K 3aBTpaky, Hukonai NeTpoBny 3ab60TnNMBO cnpocun y
Hero, 340pPOB NN OH? 40 TOro NMLO ero NnoTemMHerno.

— Tbl 3HaewWwb, 9 MHOrAa cTpagato pasnMTUEM Xenyu, — CMOKOMHO oTBeYan emy asen NeTpoBuuy.
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Yaca gBa cnycTs OH CcTyyarncs B ABepb k basaposy.

— $1 [OMKeH U3BUHUTBLCS, YTO MeLLaD BaM B BalLMX YYEHbIX 3aHATUSX, — Ha4yan OH, yCaXuBasCb Ha
CTyne y OKHa 1 onupasicb 06enmmn pykamm Ha KpacuByr TPOCTb C HabangalHNUKOM 13 CIIOHOBOW
KOCTW (OH OOBLIKHOBEHHO XaxkmBan 6e3 TPOCTU), — HO 9 MPUHYXXAEH NPOCUTb Bac yAENUTb MHE NATb
MUHYT Ballero BpeMeHu... He bonee.

— Bce moe Bpems Kk Bawum ycnyram, — otBeTvn basapos, y KOToporo 4to-1o npobexano no nuuy,
Kak Tonbko NaBen [NeTpoBny nepectynun nopor Asepu.

— C MeHs naTU MUHYT JOBOMbHO. A npuwen NpeanioxXnTts BaMm 0guH BONPOC.

— Bonpoc? O 4yem at0?

— A BOT n3BonbTE BbiCNyLWwaTb. B Havyane Bawero npebbiBaHWs B JoMe Moero bparta, koraa s ewe
He oTkasbiBan cebe B yaoBONbCTBMM BeceqoBaTb C BaMu, MHE ClyYanoch CrbilwaTth BaLlm
CY>XOEHNA O MHOTMX npeamMeTax; HO, CKOSTIbKO MHE MOMHUTCS, HU MeXay HaMu, HN B MOEM
NPUCYTCTBUM pedb HMKOrAa He 3axoguna O noeguHkax, o oyanu soobule. No3sonbTe y3HaThb,
Kakoe Balle MHeHue 06 aTom npeagmeTe?

Baszapos, koTopbi BCcTan 66110 HaBcTpeyy Maeny NeTpoBuyy, Npucen Ha Kpaw cTona U CKpecTusn
PYKW.

— BoT moe MHeHune, — ckasan oH. — C TeopeTn4ecKon TOUKN 3peHns Oyanb — HENENocTb; Hy, a C
NPaKTU4YECKON TOYKN 3peHns — 3TO Aeno apyroe.

— To ecTb Bbl XOTUTE CKa3aTb, ECINM S TONIbKO BAC NOHSAM, YTO Kakoe Obl HM BbINo Bawle
TeopeTU4ecKoe BO33pEHNE Ha Ayarb, Ha NpakTuke Bbl Obl HE NO3BONMAM OCKOPOUTL cebs, He
notpeboBaB yaOBNETBOPEHUS?

— Bbl BnonHe otraganu Mot MbICllb.

— OuyeHb xopoLwo-c. MHe 04eHb NMPUATHO 3TO ChbIWaTh OT Bac. Bawwm cnoBa BbIBOAAT MEHA U3
HEeN3BECTHOCTH. ..

— V13 HepeluMMOCTH, XOTUTE Bbl CKa3aTb.

— OTO BCe paBHO-C; S BblpaXatoCb TaK, YTOObI MEHSA MOHANMW; ... HE CEMUHApPCKada Kpbica. Bawm
cnoBa n36aBNAT MEHSA OT HEKOTOPOW NevanbHOM HeobxoauMocCTu. A pewnncsa gpaTbCa C BaMM.
basapoB BblTapawmn rnasa.

— Co mHON?

— HenpemeHHo ¢ Bamu.

— [a 3a 4yto? nomunynTe.

— A 6bl MOr 06BbACHUTL BaM NpuYmMHy, — Havan Nasen MNMeTpoBuy. — Ho 4 npeanoyunTato ymonyaTb
0 Hel. Bbl, Ha MoM BKyC, 30€eCb NULLIHWIA; 9 Bac TepneTb He MOry, S Bac npesupato, 1 ecrnv Bam
3TOro He JOBOJSILHO. ..

ma3a NaBena lNeTpoBunya 3aceepkanu... OHu BCnbixHYNu 1 'y basaposa.

— OyYeHb XOpOoLLO-C, — NPOroBOpus OH. — [lanbHenwmnx 06 bACHEHUI He HYy>XHO. Bam npuwna
haHTasns ucnbliTaTb HA MHE CBOW pbiyapckuin gyx. A 6bl MOr OTka3aTb BaM B 3TOM y40BOSIbCTBUMN,
Aa yX Kyga Hu wno!

— YyscTBUTENBLHO BaM 006513aH, — oTBeTwUn NMaeen NeTpoBuYy, — 1 MOry Tenepb HageAaTbCH, YTO Bbl
npuMeTe MOW BbI30OB, HE 3aCTaBMB MEHS NPUBErHYTb K HACUIbCTBEHHBIM MEPaM.



— To ecTb, roBops 6e3 anneropui, K 3Ton nanke? — xnagHoKpoBHO 3ameTun basapos. — 310
COBEPLUEHHO crnpaBennmMBo. Bam HUCKOMbKO HE HYXXHO OCcKopbnaTb MeHs. OHO e 1 He COBCEM
6e3onacHo. Bbl MOXeTe ocTaTbCA KEHTNbMEHOM. .. [MprHMMalo Ball BbI30OB TOXE MO-
DPKEHTNBbMEHCKM.

— lNpekpacHo, — npomoneun NMNasen NeTpoBuY 1 Noctaeun TPOCTb B yrosn. — Mbl cenyac ckaxem
HECKOJbKO CMOB 00 YCNOBUSIX HaLLEW Oyanu; HO S cnepea Xenan 6bl y3HaTb, cuMTaeTe Nu Bbl
HY>KHbIM NPUBErHyTb K oopManbHOCTM HEBOMbLLOW CCOPbI, KOTOpas Morna Obl CAYXUTb
npeanorom Moemy Bbl30BY?

— HerT, ny4ywe 6e3 dhopmanbHOCTEN.

— ¥ cam Tak gymato. [Nonarato Takke HeyMeCTHbIM BHUKATb B HACTOALLME NPUYNHBI HALLEro
CTONKHOBeHMs. Mbl apyr apyra Tepnetb He MoxeM. Yero 6onbLue?

— Yero e 6onbLie? — noBTOpUn MpoHndeckn basapos.

— Y10 X€e KacaeTcsa 4O caMbIX YCIOBUI NOeAMHKA, HO Tak Kak y Hac cekyHaaHToB He Byaet, — nbo
roe X ux B3satb?

— ViImeHHO, rae ux B3aTb?

— To 4 nmeto YyecTb NPeanoXnTb BaM crieyroulee: ApaTbCsa 3aBTpa paHo, NOMOXUM, B LLECTb
yacoB, 3a poLLen, Ha NucToneTax; bapbep B AECATU LIarax...

— B pgecaTtu warax? 910 Tak; Mbl Ha 3TO paccTOsiHUE HEHaBMAUM Apyr apyra.

— MoxHo n Bocemb, — 3ameTtun Nasen NeTpoBunvy.

— MoxHo; oT4yero xe!

— CTpensTb ABa pasa; a Ha BCAKWUI Cnyyan KaxgomMy Nonoxmtb cebe B KapmaH nnucbmeLo, B
KOTOPOM OH cam O06BMHUT cebsi B CBOEN KOHYMHE.

— BoT ¢ 9TMM A He coBceMm cornaceH, — npomonsun basapoB. — HeMHOXKO Ha ppaHLy3CcKkunin pomaH
cbuBaeTcs, HenpaBaoNoA06HO YTO-TO.

— BbITb MOXeT. OgHako cornacuTechb, YTO HENPUATHO NOABEPrHYTLCA NOAO3PEHMIO B younctee?
— Cornawatocb. Ho ectb cpeacTBo U3berHyTb 3TOro rpyCTHOro HapekaHus. CekyHaaHToB y Hac He
OyaeT, HO MoXeT BbITb CBUAETENb.

— KT0 nmeHHo, no3sorbTe y3HaTh?

— [Na lMeTp.

— Kakowu lNetp?

KoMunbdo
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— MHe kaxeTcs, Bbl WYTUTE, MUNOCTUBLIN rocyaapb.

— Huckonbko. O6cyamBLum Moe npeanoxeHune, Bbl yoeantTechb, YUTO OHO MCNOSTHEHO 34paBoro
cMbicna n npoctoThl. LLuna B meTke He yTanTb, a NeTpa s 6epycb NOAroTOBUTL HaaNeXaLnm
o6pa3om 1 NpUBECTN HA MecTo nobowuLua.

— Bbl npogomxkaeTe WyTUTh, — NPOU3HEC, BCTaBas co cTyna, [asen NeTposuy. — Ho nocne
nto6e3HOoN roTOBHOCTW, OKa3aHHOW BaMu, S He MMeto NpaBa ObiTb Ha Bac B NpeTeH3uu... Ntak, Bce
yCTpoOeHo... KcTaTtn, MMCTONeToB y Bac HET?

— OTkyga 6yayT y meHa nuctoneTol, [asen MNeTtpoBny? A He BOWH.

— B Takom cnyyae npegnarato Bam Mou. Bbl MOXeTe ObiTb yBEPEHbI, YTO BOT YXXe NATb f1ET, KakK 4
He CTpensan nu3 Hux.



— OTO OYeHb yTelnTernbHOe U3BeCTHe.

MaBen NMeTpoBu4y gocTan CBOK TPOCTb...

— 3acum, MMNOCTMBbLIN rocyaapb, MHE OCTaeTCHa TONbKo 6narogapuTb Bac 1 BO3BPaTUTb Bac
BaLLMM 3aHATUAM. YeCcTb UMEID KNaHATLCA.

— [1o NpusTHOro cBuaaHNA, MUOCTUBBLIN rocygapb MOW, — NpoMonsun basapos, NpoBoXas rocTs.
MaBen NMeTpoBuny BhiWeN, a bazapoB NocToAN nepen ABEPbLIO N BAPYT BOCKNNKHYM: «Dy-Tbl, 4epT!
Kak KpacuBo M Kak rnyno! OKyto Mbl komeauio otnomanu! YyeHble cobakum Tak Ha 3agHMX nanax
TaHuytoT. A oTKasaTb OblNI0 HEBO3MOXHO; BeAlb OH MeHS1, Yero aobporo, ygapun 6bl, n Torga...
(BasapoB nobnegHen npy 04HOWM 3TON MbICAW; BCS €ro rop4oCTb Tak M NOAHSANAack Ha AblObl.)
Torga npuwnock 6bl 3agQyLWnTb €ro, kak kKoteHka». OH BO3BpaTUNCS K CBOEMY MUKPOCKONMY, HO
cepAue y Hero pacLleBenunoch, U CNOKONCTBUE, Heobxoammoe anga HabnogeHnn, ncydesno. «OH
Hac yBuAen CerogHs, — gyman OH, — HO HeY>enu X 3T0 OH 3a Bpata Tak Bctynunca? [a un 4To 3a
Ba)XHOCTb, nouenyn? TyT 4yTo-HMbyab apyroe ectb. ba! aa He Bno6neH nn oH cam? PasymeeTcs,
BMNo6GneH; 3To ACHO Kak AeHb. Kakon nepennet, nogymaewb!.. CkBepHO! — peLumnn OH HakoHew, —
CKBEPHO, C KaKol CTOPOHbI HX NocMOoTpu. Bo-nepsbix, Haao 6yaet noactaBnsTb 106 1 BO BCSAKOM
cnydvae yexaTb; a TyT Apkaguii... n ata 60xbs KopoBka Hukonan MNeTtpoBudy. CKBEPHO, CKBEPHOY.
[eHb npolen kak-To 0CO6eHHO TMXO 1 BANO. PeHeuvkn CNoBHO Ha cBeTe He GbiBano; oHa cuaena
B CBOEV KOMHAaTKe, KaK MbILLOHOK B HOpke. Hukonan MNeTtpoBuy nmen Bua 03aboyeHHbin. Emy
AOHECNN, YTO B €ro nweHuLe, Ha KOTOPYIO OH 0COBEHHO HaaesAncs, nokasanack ronoBHS. Naeen
MeTpoBKY nogaensan Bcex, gaxe MNpokodbuya, CBOE NeaeHsLWwe0 BEXNMBOCTbIO. basapos
Hayan 66110 NUCLMO K OTUY, Aa pa3opsan ero n 6pocun nog cron. «YMpy, — nogyman OH, —
y3HaloT; Aa s He ympy. HeT, s ewe gonro Ha ceeTe masuntb 6yay». OH Benen NeTpy npuintn K
HeMy Ha crneaylLwun eHb YyTb CBET AN BaXXHOro aena; lNetp Boobpasusn, 4To OH XO4eT B3ATb
ero ¢ cobon B [NeTepbypr. Baszapos ner N03aHO, 1 BCIO HOYb €0 My4Ynnun 6ecnopsagoYHbIe CHb...
OavHuoBa KpyXunacbk nepen HUM, OHa e Oblna ero MaTb, 3a Hel Xxoauna Kowedka ¢ YepHbIMU
ycukamu, n ata Kowedka boina deHeuka; a MNMasen MNeTpoBuy npeacrasnanca emy 6onbwmnm
Necom, € KOTOpPbIM OH BCe-Taku AoSmKeH bbin gpaTbcea. [NeTp pa3byann ero B YeTblpe yaca; OH
TOTYac 04eriCcAa U BbILEr C HUM.

YTpo 6bIN0 criaBHOE, CBEXEE; ManeHbKue NecTpble Ty4ku cTosnum Bapawwkammn Ha 6negHo-sICHOM
nasypu; Mefkasi poca BbiCbinana Ha NMCTbsX U TpaBax, bnnctana cepebpom Ha nayTuHKax;
BNaXkHas, TeMHasi 3eMnsi, Ka3arnocb, eLLe XpaHuna pyMsiHbIV cnepg 3apu; co Bcero Heba cbinanucb
necHu XaBOpPOHKOB. basapoB gowen 4o poLn, npucen B TEHN Ha ONYLLUKY M TOMbKO TOrAa OTKpbIn
MeTpy, kakon OH xagan oT Hero ycnyrin. OBpasoBaHHbIM Naken nepenyrancsa HacMepTb; HO
BasapoB ycnokoun ero ysepeHuem, 4To emy Apyroro Hevero 6yaeT genatb, Kak TONbKO CTOATb B
oTAaneHuu ga rnagetb, U YTO OTBETCTBEHHOCTU OH HE NOABEPraeTCcs HUKaKkon. «A mexay Tem, —
npnbaBun OH, — NOAyMaM, Kakasi npeacTtouT Tebe BaxkHasa ponb!» [eTp passen pykamu,
noTyNuUnCsa 1, BECb 3eneHbIN, NPUCIOHUNCS K 6epese.

Hopora n3 MapbuHa ornbana necok; nerkas nbifib nexana Ha Hewn, eLe He TPOHyTas co
BYEpaLLHEro AHSA HU KOSleCoM, HM HOrow. basapoB HEBOSIbLHO NocMaTpuBar BAOMb TOW AOPOrH,
pBan n Kycan TpaBy, a cam Bce TBepaun npo cebs: «3kasa rnynoctb!» YTPEHHUI X0N0[0K
3acTaBun ero pasa ABa B3gporHyTb... [1eTp yHbINO B3rnsHyN Ha Hero, HoO ba3apoB TONbLKO
YCMEXHYICS: OH He TPyCun.



Pasgancsa TonoT KOHCKMX HOr no gopore... Myxuk nokasancsa us-3a gepesbeB. OH rHan gByx
crnyTaHHbIX fowagen nepeq coboto 1, npoxoas Mmmo basapoBa, NOCMOTPen Ha Hero Kak-To
CTPaHHO, He NoMas LWarnku, 4YTo, BuamMmo, cmytuno lNeTpa, kak Hegobpoe npeag3HameHoBaHME.
«BoT aT0T TOXE paHo BCTan, — nogyman basapos, — aa, no kpanHen mepe, 3a 4enoM, a Mbl?»
— Kaxuncb, oHu uayT-c, — wenHyn sapyr MNetp. basapos noagHsn ronosy v yBugan Nasna
MeTpoBnya. OgeTbili B NIErKMA KNeTYaTbii NMaXak n 6enble, Kak CHEr, NaHTanoHbl, OH ObICTPO LWen
no gopore; No MbILLKOW OH HEC ALK, 3aBEPHYTLIN B 3eNeH0e CYKHO.

— VI3BnHUTE, A, KaxeTcs, 3acTaBun Bac XaaTb, — MPOMOSIBUIT OH, KraHssCb cnepsa basaposy,
notom leTpy, B KOTOPOM OH B 3TO MrHOBEHME yBaXkari HeYTO Bpoae CcekyHAaHTa. — A He xoTen
OyanTb MOero kamepanHepa.

— Huyero-c, — otBeTnn basapos, — Mbl CamMu TOSMbKO YTO NPULLSA.

— Al Tem nyywe! — NaBen NeTpoBnY OrnaHyncsa Kpyrom. — HMKoro He BMaaTh, HAKTO He
nomeluaet... Mbl MmoXxeM NpUCTyNnUTL?

— Mpuctynum.

— HoBbix 06bAACHEHMI Bbl, A nonarato, He Tpebyete?

— He tpebyto.

— YrogHo BaMm 3apsikatb? — cnpocun Nasen lNeTpoBud, BblIHMMasA U3 ALUKa NMCTONETHI.

— Her; 3apskaiTe Bbl, a A Warn otMepuBaTtb cTaHy. Horm y meHsa anuHHee, — npubasun basapos
C ycmewlkon. — Pas, gBa, Tpu...

— EBreHun Bacunbuny, — ¢ Tpygom nponenetan NeTtp (OH gpoxan, Kak B nnxopaake), — BONsA Balla,
s oTonay.

—Yetblpe... natb... OToran, 6partew, OTOMAN; MOXELLb AaXe 3a AEePEBO CTaTb M YLIM 3aTKHYTb,
TONbKO rnas He 3aKkpbiBali; a NoBanuTCA KTo, 6erm nogbimaThb. LLecTb... ceMb... BOCEMD... —
Basapos octaHoBuncs. — [loBonbHO? — NpomMonsun oH, obpawyasce K Naeny MNeTposuyy, — unu
elle ABa Lwara HaknHyTb?

— Kak yrogHo, — nporoBopwus TOT, 3aKonavvMBasi BTOPYHO MNyrito.

— Hy, HaknHem ewle aBa wara. — basapoB npoBen HOCKOM carora 4epTy no 3emne. — Bot n
Gapbep. A KCTaTh: Ha CKOMbKO LLAroB KaXaomy M3 Hac OoT bapbepa OTOUTU? OTO TOXE BaXKHbIN
Bornpoc. Buepa 06 atom He 6bIno anckyccum.

— A nonarato, Ha gecAtb, — otBeTUN Nasen MNeTposuy, nogasas baszaposy oba nuctoneta. —
CobnaroBonuTe BbIbpaTh.

— CobnaroBonsto. A cornacutecs, Nasen NeTpoBu4, YTO NOEOUHOK HALl HEOOLIYAEH OO
CMeLUHOro. Bbl nocMOTpUTE TOMNBbKO Ha PM3MOHOMUIO HaLLEro CekyHaaHTa.
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— A 6yny apatbcs cepbe3Ho, — nosTopun Nasen MNeTpoBuY 1 0TNpaBuUCs Ha CBOe MECTO.
Basapos, ¢ cBOel CTOPOHbI, OTCUYUTan AecaTb Wwaros oT 6apbepa n 0CTaHOBUIICS.

— Bbl rotoBbI? — cnpocun NMaeen MNeTpoBuy.

— CoBepLUEHHO.

— Moxem cxoguTbes.

BasapoB TMXOHbKO ABUHYNCS Bnepea, n lNMasen MNeTpoBuY nowien Ha Hero, 3aroXunB NEBYHO PYKY B
KapMaH 1 nocTeneHHo nogHumas gyno nucroneta... «OH MHe NpAMO B HOC LenuT, — nogyman



Baszapos, — 1 kak Wwyputca ctapaTtensHo, pa3bonHuk! OgHako 3To HenpusTHoe owyleHne. CtaHy
CMOTPETb Ha LEenoyKy ero 4acos...» YTo-To pe3Ko 3bIKHYJ10 OKOSo caMmoro yxa basaposa, v B To
e MrHoBeHbe pasgancs BbicTpen. «Cnbiwan, ctano 6biTb HAYEroy», — yCneno MenbKHyTb B €ro
ronose. OH CTynun ewe pas 1, He Lenacb, NogaBun MPY>XUHKY.

[MaBen NMNeTpoBWY APOrHyn crnerka n xBaTuUIca pykor 3a nsikky. CTpyrika KpoBKW NoTekna no ero
GenbiM naHTanoHam.

Basapos 6Gpocun NMCTONeT B CTOPOHY M NpMBAM3MUNICA K CBOEMY NMPOTUBHUKY.

— Bbl paHeHbI? — NpoMOnBuWI OH.

— Bbl nmenu npaeBo nogo3ssatb MeHs K 6apbepy, — nporosopun MNasen MNeTpoBuY, — a 9TO NYCTSKN.
Mo ycnoButo Kaxabli UMeeT eLle No OAHOMY BbICTPeENy.

— Hy, nssnHute, 310 4O Apyroro pasa, — otBevan basapos n ob6xsaTtun MNMaena NeTpoBnya,
KOTOpbIN Ha4yMHan 6negHeTb. — Tenepb S yXXe He AyanuCT, a AOKTOP M Npexae BCero A0SMKeH
ocMOTpeTb Bally paHy. [Netp! nogu croga, MNeTp! kyaa Tel cnpaTanca?

— Bce aT0 B310p... A He HyxXaaloCb HU B YbeW NOMOLLM, — NPOMOJSBWI C paccTaHoBKou aBen
MeTpoBuY, — ... Hago... onATb... — OH xoTen 6bINo AepHyTb ceba 3a yc, HO pyka ero ocrnabena,
rrnasa 3akaTunmncb, U OH NULLUICA YyBCTB.

— Bot HoBoCTb! OBMopok! C Yero 6bl! — HeBONbLHO BOCKNMKHYN Basapos, onyckas NMNaena
[MeTpoBnya Ha Tpay. — [NocMoTpuM, 4TO 3a WTyKa? — OH BbIHYN NNATOK, OTEP KPOBb, NnoLynan
BOKPYT paHbl... — KocTb yena, — 6opmoTtan oH CkBO3b 3ybbl, — Nyns npoluna HernyboKko HacKBO3b,
oauH Myckyn, vastus externus, 3aget. XoTb nnsawm Yepes Tpu Hegenu!.. A obmopok! OX, yx aTn
MHe HepBHble noan! Bullb, KoXa-To Kakasi TOHKas.

— Y6uTbI-C? — NpoLuenecTen 3a ero CNMHOM TpeneTHbIn ronoc lMeTtpa.

Basapos ornsHyrncs.

— Ctynan 3a Bogou nockopee, 6paTtel, a OH Hac ¢ Tobon eLle nepexmBeT.

Ho ycoBepLueHCTBOBaHHbIN Crnyra, ka3anocb, He NOHMMan ero CnoB U He ABurasncs ¢ mecra.
MaBen NMNeTpoBn4Y MegneHHO OTKpbIN rnasa. «KoHvaetca!» — wenHyn MNeTp n Havan KpecTUTbLCA.
— Bbl npaBebl... 3kag rnynasa omsamoHomMus! — NporoBopus C HACUNbCTBEHHO YIbIGKOW paHeHbIn
[PKEHTNbMEH.

— [a cTynau xe 3a Bogou, 4yepT! — KpnkHyn basapos.
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— O npowwnom BCcnoMuHaTtb He3adeMm, — Bo3pasun basapos, — a 4To kacaetca o 6yayulero, 10 0
HeM TOXe He CTOUT rofoBy fIoMaTb, NMOTOMY YTO 4 HAMEpPEH HeMeANeHHO ynn3HyTb. [lanTe g Bam
nepeBsaXy Ternepb HOry; paHa Balla — He onacHasi, a Bce fy4lle 0OCTaHOBUTb KpoBb. HO cnepea
Heo6Xxo04MMO 3TOro CMEPTHOrO NPUBECTU B YYBCTBO.

Basapos BcTpsaxHyn [leTpa 3a BOPOT 1 nocnarn ero 3a gpoXKkamu.

— CmoTpu, 6paTta He ucnyran, — ckasan emy Nasen NeTpoBuny, — He B3gyMan eMy 4OKNaabliBaTh.
[MeTp nomyancs; a noka oH 6eran 3a gpoxxkamn, oba NPOTUBHUKA CUAENN HA 3EMIE U MONYanu.
MaBen NeTpoBuy cTaparnca He rmnageTb Ha baszapoBa; NMOMUPUTLCH C HUM OH BCE-Taku He XOTerT;
OH CTbIAUIICHA CBOEN 3aHOCYMBOCTW, CBOEW Heyaauu, CTbIAUIICA BCero 3aTesstHHoro UM agena, XoTs u
4yyBCTBOBan, 4To 6onee GrnaronpuATHBIM 06pPa3OM OHO KOHYNTBLCH HE Morfo. «He ByaeT, no
KpariHeln mepe, 34ecb TopyaTb, — ycrnokansan oH cebd, — n Ha Tom cnacmbo». MonyaHue gnunocs,
Tshkenoe n Henoskoe. O6omm 6bINo HexopoLwo. Kaxabii N3 HUX Co3HaBarn, YTo Apyrov ero



noHnmaeTt. [Ipy3bsimM 3TO CO3HaHUE NPUSATHO, U BECbMa HEMPUSATHO Heapyram, 0cCo6eHHO Koraa
HenNb3s HU OO BACHUTBCS, HU PA3ONTUCD.

— He Tyro nu a 3aBA3an Bam Hory? — cnpocun HakoHew, basapos.

— HeT, Huyero, npekpacHo, — otBeyvan Naeen NeTpoBuy 1, noroga HemHoro, Nnpubasun: — bpaTta
He obmaHelwb, Hago ByaeT ckasaTb emMy, YTO Mbl NOB3A0PUIN N3-3a NOSIUTUKMW.

— OueHb xopoLwuo, — npomoneun basapos. — Bbl MOXeTe ckasdaTb, UTO 9 GpaHun BCEX aHIMIOMaHOB.
— W npekpacHo. Kak Bbl nonaraeTte, 4TO AyMaeT Tenepb O Hac 3TOT Yenosek? — npogornkan Masen
[MeTpoBunY, ykasbiBasi Ha TOro CaMmoro My>uKka, KOTOPbIW 38 HECKONIbKO MUHYT A0 Oy3nu nporHan
MuMo BasapoBa cnyTaHHbIX nowagen 1, Bo3Bpallasch Hasag no gopore, «3abounny n cHAN
Lanky npu Buge «rocnogy.
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— Al BOT BblI Kak! — Havyan 6bino Maeen NeTpoBnY 1 BAPYr BOCKNUKHYI: — [locmoTpuTte, 4TO BaLu
rnyney, MNetp Hagenan! Begb 6pat cioga ckaver!

Baszapos o6epHynca n ysuaan 6negHoe nuuyo Hukonas NeTtposunya, cuaeBLliero Ha gpoxkax. OH
COCKOYUIT C HUX, NPEXAe HEeXenn OHM OCTaHOBUIUCL, U Bpocunca K Bpary.

— Y710 3TO 3HAUYUT? — NPOroBOPUIT OH B3BOSTHOBAHHLIM rofilocoM. — EBreHnin Bacunsud, nomunynTe,
YTO 9TO Takoe?

— Hwnyuero, — otBeyan NMasen NeTpoBuny, — HanpacHo Tebsa NOTPeBOXMU. Mbl HEMHOXKO
noB3J0punu ¢ rocnoguHomMm basapoBbiM, 1 S 3@ 3TO HEMHOXKO NonnaTUCcs.

— [la n3-3a yero Bce BbILWIO, pagu 6ora?

[142]

— [ay 1ebs kpoBb, nomunyin!

— A Tbl nonaran, y MeHsa BoAa B xunax? Ho MHe 3TO KpoBonyckaHue gaxe nonesHo. He npasga
nu, goktop? lNomorn MHe cecTb Ha APOXKM U HE NpedaBarica menaHxonuu. 3aBTpa a 6yay
3gopoB. BoT Tak; npekpacHo. Tporan, Kydep.

Hukonawn MeTpoBny nowwen 3a gpoxkamu; basapoB octancs Obino Haszagw...

— A pormKkeH Bac NpocuTb 3aHATLCA BpaTtom, — ckasan emy Hukonam MeTpoBuy, — noka Ham n3
ropoga npuBes3yT ApYyroro Bpaya.

Basapos mMonya HaknoHwn ronosy.

Yac cnycta MNasen MNeTpoBuy yxe nexan B NOCTENN C UCKYCHO 3aBMHTOBaHHOI HOron. Becb aom
nepenonowwuncs; PeHedke caenanock AypHo. Hukonan MNMeTpoBud BTMXOMOSKY noman cebe pyku,
a Maeen MNeTpoBny cmeancs, wyTnn, ocobeHHo ¢ basapoBbiM; Hagen TOHKY 6aTUCTOBYIO
pyOaLLKy, LEeronbCKyt YTPEHHIO KYPTOUKY U dheCKy, He NO3BOMMM ONyCKaTb LUTOPbl OKOH U
3abaBHO anosarscsa Ha Heo6XoaMMOCTb BO34epKaTbCA OT MULLMN.

K HouM ¢ HMM, ogHaKo, caenarncs xap; ronosa y Hero 3abonena. ABuncsa JOKTop U3 ropoaa.
(Hukonanm lMeTtpoBuny He nocnywancsa 6pata, ga n cam baszapos 3T0ro xenan; oH Lenbii AeHb
cuaen y cebsi B KOMHaTe, BECb XENTbIN U 31101, N TONBbKO HA CaMOe KOPOTKOoe Bpems 3aberan kK
GonbHOMY; pa3a fBa eMy CNy4Yuriocb BCTPETUTBCA C PEHEYUKON, HO OHA C YXXacoM OT Hero
OTCcKakuBara.) HoBbln JOKTOp NOcOBeTOBan NpoxnagnTenbHble NUTbS, a B NpoYeM noarsepaunn
yBepeHunsa basapoBa, 4TO onacHOCTU He NpeaBuANTCS HUKakon. Hukonau NeTposuy ckasan emy,
yTo BpaTt cam cebst NnopaHUN NO HEOCTOPOXHOCTU, HA YTO AOKTOp oTBeyan: «'M!» — HO, nony4mB
TYT XXe B pyKy ABaguaTtb naATb pybnen cepebpom, npomonsun: «CkaxuTte! 3T0 yacTo cnyyaercs,



TOYHOY.

[143]

— A He npaega nu, Hukonan, B PeHeuyke ecTb 4TO-TO 0buee ¢ Hennun?

— C kakoro Hennu, MNawa?

[144]

Hukonawn NeTpoBnY HU4YEro He oTBeYar, a cam nNpo cebs NOANBUIICS KUBYYECTU CTapbiX YyBCTB B
yerioBeke.

«BoT korga Bcnnbinoy, — nogymarn oH.

— AX, KaK s ntobnto 310 nyctoe cyuwecTtso! — npoctoHan NMaeen MNeTpoBnY, TOCKNNBO 3aKknabiBas
PYKW 3a ronosy. — A He NOTepnnto, YTOObl KAKOW-HMOYAb Harnew NoOCMen KOCHYTbCA... — nenetan
OH HECKOSIbKO MIHOBEHWUWN CMYCTS.

Hwukonai NeTpoBnY TONBLKO B3JOXHYI; OH U HE NOAO3peBar, K KOMy OTHOCUITUCb 3TU CroBa.
BasapoB aBuncs Kk HeMmy Ha Opyrov AeHb, YacoB B BoceMb. OH ycnen yxe yroXnTtbCa 1 BbiMyCTUTb
Ha BOJIIO BCEX CBOMX NAryLLEK, HACEKOMbIX U MTUL.

— Bbl npuwnu co MHOM NpocTuTbCA? — nporoBopun Hukonau MNeTposuny, NnogHMMasCL eMy
HaBCTpeuy.

— To4Ho Tak-c.

— A Bac noHumato 1 ogobpsito Bac BnonHe. Mow 6eaHbii 6pat, KOHEYHO, BUHOBAT: 3a TO OH U
HakasaH. OH MHe caM ckasar, 4YTO NoCcTaBuN Bac B HEBO3MOXHOCTb MHa4e AencTBoBaTb. S Beplo,
4YTO BaM Henb3s 6bI0 N36erHyTb 3TOro0 NOEANHKA, KOTOPbIN... KOTOPbIN 4O HEKOTOPOW CTEMNEHM
06 BbACHAETCA OQHUM NULLBb NOCTOSAHHBIM @HTaroOHM3MOM BalLMX B3aUMHbIX BO33peHui. (Hukonam
MeTpoBu4 nyTancsa B cBomx crioBax.) Mow 6pat — yenoBek NpexHero 3akana, BCNblbYMBbIN U
ynpsmbii... Cnaea 6ory, 4To ele Tak KOHYUNOCh. S NPUHAN BCE HYXXHbIE Mepbl K M30exaHuto
Ornackwm. ..

— 71 Bam OCTaBno CBOM afpec Ha Cnyyan, ecnuv BblngeT nctopus, — sameTtun HebpexxHo basapos.
— £ HagetoCb, YTO HUKAKOW UCTOPUK He BbiIaeT, EBreHnn Bacunbuy... MHe 04eHb Xanb, 4To
Bawe npebbiBaHMe B MOEM LOME MOMY4YMsIo Takoe... Takon KoHel. MHe 3To TeM oropyumTensHee,
yTOo ApKaaun...

— A, BOMKHO BbITb, C HAM YBUXYCb, — BO3pa3un ba3zapos, B KOTOPOM BCSIKOro poAa «00bACHEHNA»
N «N3bABNEHNA» MOCTOSIHHO BO30Y>X4anu HeTepnennmeoe YyBCTBO, — B NPOTUBHOM Clyyae, npoLuy
BaC NOKITOHUTLCH €MY OT MEHS U NPUHATbL BblpaXXeHne MOEro coXxaneHus.

— W a npowly... — oTBETUN C NOKIIOHOM Hukonawn lNeTpoBuy.

Ho BasapoB He goxgarnca koHua ero gpasbl 1 BblLLen.

Y3HaB 06 otbe3ge basaposa, [asen NeTpoBudy noxxenan ero BUAETb U Noxan emy pyky. Ho
BasapoB 1 TyT ocTanca xonoAeH Kak neg; oH noHuman, yto lNaseny NeTpoBuyy xoTenoch
nosenukogywHuyatb. C deHeykon eMy He yaanocb NPOCTUTLCS: OH TOMbKO NEePEernsaHyIrica C HeKo
13 okHa. Ee n1uyo nokasanock emy nevaneHbiM. «[1ponageT, noxanywn! — cka3an oH nNpo ceb4... —
Hy, BbigepeTcs kak-Hubyab!» 3ato [eTp pacyyBcTBOBasncsa 4o TOro, YTO nnakan y Hero Ha nneuve,
noka basapos He oxnagun ero BONpocom: «He Ha MOKpOM Nn MecTe y Hero rnasa?», a lyHawa
npuHy>xaeHa Gbina ybexartb B poLyy, YTOObl CKpbITb CBOE BOSIHEHME. BUHOBHUK BCErO 3TOro rops
B30Opancs Ha Tenery, 3akypun curapy, 1 Korga Ha YeTBepTon BepcTe, Npy NOBOPOTE AOPOrn, B
nocrnegHuii pa3 npeacrana ero rnasam pasBepHyTas B O4HY JIMHUIO KupcaHoBCcKas ycaabba ¢



CBOWM HOBbIM FOCMNOACKMM AOMOM, OH TONbKO CMMOHYN U, Npo6opmoTaB: «bapuyku NpoKnaTbIe,
NNoTHee 3aBepHYSCS B LUMHESb.

nnex

CoBecCTb No4TK He yrpekana ®eHeuky; HO MbICINb O HAacCTOSLLEN NMPUYMHE CCOpPbl MyYuna ee no
BpemeHawm; oa v [Nasen NeTpoBuY rnsgen Ha Hee Tak CTPAaHHO... Tak, YTO OHa, Jaxe
06epHYBLUNCHL K HEMY CMNHO, YyBCTBOBasna Ha cebe ero rnasa. OHa noxygena oT HenpecTaHHOM
BHYTPEHHEN TPEBOIN W, Kak BOAUTCH, cTana ewe Muneun.

OpHaxapbl — geno 6bino ytpom — NMaeen NeTpoBny xopowo cebsa YyBCTBOBanN M nepeLuen ¢
nocTenu Ha agueaH, a Hukonawn NMeTpoBu4, ocBEAOMUBLLMCE 00 €ro 34OpoBbe, OTNYYUICA Ha
rymHo. deHeuka npMHecna Yallky 4ato 1, MOCTaBMB €€ Ha CTONMK, XxoTena 6bino yaanuTbCs.
MaBen lNeTpoBuKy ee yaepxan.

— Kypna Bbl Tak cnewunte, Pepocbs HukonaesHa? — Havyan oH. — Pa3Be y Bac geno ectb?

— Hert-c... pa-c... HyxHo Tam 4yan pasnuBaTb.

— OyHawa a1o 6e3 Bac caenaeT; NOCMANTE HEMHOXKO € 60NbHbIM YenoBekoM. KcTaTn, MHE HY>XHO
NOroBOpUTbL C BaMW.

deHeyka MoOnYa npucena Ha Kpawn Kpecna.

— Mocnywawnte, — npomonewun Nasen NeTpoBKY 1 Nnogepran cBou ycbl, — 4 AABHO XOTEN Y Bac
cnpocuTb: Bbl Kak ByaTo MeHs 6ouTtech?

- A-c?..

— [a, Bbl. Bbl Ha MeHA HUKOrga He CMOTPUTE, TOYHO Yy Bac COBECTb HE YUCTA.

deHeuka nokpacHena, Ho B3rnsHyna Ha lNaena MNeTpoBuya. OH nokasancsa en Kaknm-To
CTPaHHbIM, U cepaue Y Heln TUXOHBbKO 3apoXaro.

— Beab y Bac coBecTb 4YnCcTa? — CNpocus oH ee.

— OTyero xe el He BbITb YNCTOI? — LUEMNHyNna OHa.

— Mano nu otyero! Bnipoyem, nepen kem moxeTe Bbl ObiTb BUHOBaTOW? Nepeno MHon? 310
HeBepoATHO. lNepea apyrMmun nuuamm 3gecb B Aome? OT0 ToxXe Aeno HecbbiTouHoe. Pa3se nepea
6paTtom? Ho Beab Bbl ero nobure?

— JTro6nio.

— Bcen gywon, Bcem cepguem?

— A Hukonas MNMeTpoBuya Bcem cepauem nobnio.

— NpaBo? lNocmoTpuTe-ka Ha meHs, PeHeuka (OH B NepBbIv pa3 Tak HasbiBan ee...). Bbl 3HaeTe —
GonbLuon rpex nratb!

— A He nry, MNMaeen MNeTtpoBny. MHe Hukonas MNeTpoBnya He NtobuTb — Aa Nocne aToro MHe U XUTb
He Hago!

— W HX Ha KOro Bbl €ro He NpomMeHsaeTe?

— Ha koro »x mory s1 ero npoMeHsTb?

— Mano nu Ha koro! [la BOT XOTb 6bl Ha 3TOro rocnoguHa, 4YTo oTcoaa yexan.

deHeuyka BcTana.

— locnoam 6oxe mon, MNasen MNeTpoBuy, 3a 4YTO Bbl MeHA MyunTe? YTto 4 Bam caenana? Kak ato
MOXHO Takoe roBopuTb?..

— PeHeuyka, — NpomornBeun nevaneHbIM ronocom lNasen lNeTpoBuy, — Beab 5 BUAen...



- YT10 BbI BUOENUN-C?

— [a tam... B becenke.

deHeyka 3apaenach BCs [0 BOSIOC U [0 YLUEN.

— A 4yem xe A TyT BUHOBaTa? — NPOU3HECNa OHa C TPYAOM.

MaBen NMNeTpoBuY NPUNOOHANCS.

— Bbl He BUHOBaTLI? HeT? Huckonbko?

— A Hukonas NeTpoBuya ogHoro Ha ceeTe Nbnto 1 Bek nobute 6yay! — nporosopuna c
BHe3anHoto curnon deHeyka, Mexay TeM Kak pblaaHbs Tak U NOAHMMAnNM ee ropro, — a 4To Bbl
BMAEenNu, Tak 1 Ha CTpaLllHOM cyae CKaxy, YTO BUHbI MOE B TOM HET 1 He Bbifno, 1 yX ny4ylle MHe
ymepeTb cenyac, Konv MeHsi B TakOM ene nogo3peBaTtb MOryT, YTO A Nepes MOUm
6narogetenem, Hukonaem MNeTtposuyem...

Ho TyT ronoc nameHun eu, 1 B TO XXe BpeMsi OHa NoyyBCcTBOBana, 4to [Naesen NeTpoBuy yxBaTun u
CTUCHYN ee pyKy... OHa nocmoTpena Ha Hero, 1 Tak n okameHena. OH cTtan ewe 6negHee
npexHero; rnasa ero 6nucranu, u, 4To Bcero 6bIno yamButTenbHee, TAXenasi, oguHoKas cnesa
KaTunacb Mo ero Leke.

— ®eHeuyka! — ckasan OH KakKMM-TO YyAHbIM LWenoToMm, — ntobute, nobute moero 6parta! OH Takown
Ao6pbin, xopownin Yenosek! He nameHsiiTe emy HM AN KOro Ha CBeTe, He CryLlanTte HUYbux
peyein! Nogymante, YTO MOXeET BbITb yXKacHee, kak Nobutb 1 He ObiTb Nobumbim! He nokuparite
Hukoraa moero 6egHoro Hukonas!

"nasa Bbicoxnn y PeHeudkun, 1 CTpax ee npoLlen, 4O TOro BeNunko 6bino ee naymnenme. Ho 4to
cTanocs ¢ Hel, korga Nasen MNetpoBuy, cam Nasen NeTpoBuy npwxan ee pyky K cBouM rybam u
TaK 1 NPUHUK K HEW, HE Lienys ee U TOMbKO U3peaKka CygOopOXKHO B3abIxXas. ..

«["ocnogun! — nogymana oHa, — yXX He NpUNagok nm ¢ HUM?..»

A B 9TO MrHOBeHMe Lienas normbLias >x1m3Hb B HEM TpeneTana.

NectHuua 3ackpunena nog 6bICTpbiMY Waramu... OH OTTONKHYN ee OT cebs NPoYb U OTKUHYICS
ronioBou Ha noayuwky. [isepb pactBopunach — 1 BeCerbli, CBEXUN, PYMSAHbIN nosBuncs Hukonan
MeTpoBu4. MuUTS, TaKOW XXe CBEXUIA N PYMSHbBIN, KakK 1 OTel, NOANpbIrMBan B O4HOW pybalueyke Ha
ero rpyau, LUennsscb ronbiMn HoXXKkamu 3a 6onbLume nyroBuubl ero AepeBeHCKoro nanbTo.
®eHeuka Tak 1 6pocmnack K HeMy U, 06BMB pyKamn 1 €ro 1 CbiHa, Npunana rofioBon K ero nnevy.
Hukonai MNMeTpoBud yameuncs: deHeyka, 3aCTeHUYMBASA N CKPOMHAs, HAKOrga He fackanacbh K Hemy
B MPUCYTCTBUKN TPETLEro nuua.

— Y10 ¢ TOBOIN? — NpOMONBUN OH U, MMsSIHYB Ha B6paTta, nepegan en MuTio. — Tbl He xyxe cebs
YyBCTBYeELLb? — CPOCUN oH, noaxoas kK MNasny NeTposuyy.

ToT yTKHYN nNuuo B 6aTMCTOBBIN NNATOK.

— Her... Tak... Hu4ero... HanpoTtus, MHe ropasgo nyuue.

— Tbl HANpacHoO NocneLwnn nepenTn Ha aneaH. Tel kyaa? — npubasun Hukonan MNeTposuy,
obopaumBasicb K PeHeuke; HO Ta yxxe 3axnonHyna 3a coboto asepb. — A GbINO NpUHEC NOKa3aTb
Tebe moero 6oraTbIpsi; OH COCKy4Mrics No cBoeM asge. 3a4em 310 oHa yHecna ero? OgHako 4To ¢
T0601? MNponsoLwno y Bac TyT 4TO-HNBYAb, 4TO NnN7?

— bpart! — TopxxecTBeHHO nporosopwus Nasen NeTpoBuy.

Hukonawn lNeTpoBuny gporHyn. EmMy ctano XyTKo, OH cam He NMoHuMarn no4vemy.



— bpart, — nosTopun MNaeen NMeTpoBu4, — 4an MHE CANOBO UCMOSMHUTbL OAHY MO NPOCLOY.

— Kakyto npocbby? "oBopw.

— OHa 04eHb BaXHa; OT Hee, M0 MOUM MOHATUAM, 3aBUCUT BCE CHACTbe TBOEWN XU3HW. S BCe 3TO
BPEMSA MHOrO pasMbILLIA O TOM, YTO 9 XO4y Tenepb ckasaTb Tebe... bpaT, ncnonHun o6a3aHHOCTb
TBO, 0693aHHOCTb YECTHOro K BrnaropogHOro YenoBeka, NpekpaT cobnasH 1 AypHon npuvep,
KOTOpbIv nogaeTtcs Toboto, nyywnm ns nogen!

— Y710 Tbl XO4eLWb ckasaTb, [1laBen?

— YKeHucb Ha PeHeuke... OHa Teba nobuTt, oHa — MaTb TBOETO CbiHA.

Huvikonaw NeTpoBnY OTCTYNUI Ha LWar 1 BCMMECHYI pyKamu.

— Tbl 9TO roBopuLb, MaBen? Tbl, KOTOPOro S cyMTan Bceraa cambiM HEMPEKNOHHLIM NPOTUBHUKOM
noao6HbIx 6pakos! Tel 370 roBopumwb! Ho pa3Be Tbl HE 3HAELLUb, YTO €ANHCTBEHHO U3 YBaXKEHUSA K
Tebe A He NCNONHUA TOro, YTO Thbl TAK CNpaBe4NMBO Ha3Ban MoOUM gonrom!

— HanpacHo X Tbl yBaXkan MeHsi B 3TOM Chny4ae, — BO3pasusl C YHbINOK ynbiokoto Masen
MeTpoBu4. — A HaynHato gymaTtb, 4To baszapos Gbin NpaB, korga ynpekan MeHs B
apuctokpatname. Het, muneii 6pat, NONHO HaM NTIOMaTbCA U AyMaTb O CBETE: Mbl NIIOAM YXKe
cTapble N CMUPHbIE; NMOpa HaM OTMOXUTb B CTOPOHY BCSAKYHO cyeTy. MIMeHHO, KaK Tbl rOBOPULLb,
CTaHeM UCMNOMHATbL HaLl A0Nr; U MOCMOTPU, Mbl eLle U cHacTbe NOoy4ymMMm B npugady.

Hukonawn MeTpoBuy 6pocuncs obHnmaTb ceoero bpaTa.

— Tbl MHe OKOH4YaTenNbHO OTKPbLIN rrasa! — BOCKNMKHYN OH. — A HegapoM Bcerga yreepxaan, vto
Tbl CaMblii OOPLIN N YMHbI YENOBEK B MUPE; @ TENEPb S BUXKY, YTO Thl TaKOW e GnaropasymMHbIi,
KaK 1 BENMKOAYLUHBIN. ..

[145]

— Noporon mou NMaesen! Ho uto ckaxeT Apkagnin?

[146]

- Ax, MNaeen, MNMaeen! gar mHe ewe pa3 Teba noyenoBaTb. He Golics, 1 OCTOPOXHO.

Bpatbsa o6HANUCH.

— Kak Tbl nonaraeub, He 06BABUTL NN €N TBOE HAMEpPEHUE Tenepb xe? — cnpocun MNasen
MeTpoBunu.

— K yemy cnewmnTb? — Bo3pasun Hukonaw NMeTpoBuy. — Pa3se y Bac 6bin pasrosop?

[147]

— Hy n npekpacHo. lNpexae Bcero Bbi3gopasnvBan, a 3TO OT Hac He yrhaeT, Hago nogymatb
XOpOLLEHbKO, CO0BpasnThb...

— Ho Begb TbI pewnnca?

— KoHeuHo, pewuncs n 6narogapto tebs ot gywm. A tenepb 1€65 octaento, Tebe Hago
OTOOXHYTb; BCAKOE BONMHeHue Tebe BpeaHo... Ho Mbl ewwe notonkyem. 3acHu, gywa Mos, 1 aan
6or Tebe 300poBbS!

«3a 4TO OH MeHs Tak bnarogaput? — nogyman Nasen MNeTpoBuY, ocTaBWNCL OAUH. — Kak ByaTo
3TO He OT Hero 3aBuceno! A 5, Kak TONbKO OH XXEHUTCS, yeay Kyaa-Hnbyab noganbiue, B [pe3neH
nnun Bo ®nopeHumto, n yay Tam XuTb, NOKa OKONEO».

Masen MNeTpoBny nomounn cebe nob oaekonoHoM 1 3akpbin rnasa. OcselleHHas APKMM OHEBHbIM
CBETOM, ero Kpacuas, ucxyganas rofioBa nexana Ha 6enov nogyLuke, Kak ronosa mepTseua...
[a oH n 6bin mepTBeL,



XXV

B Hukonbckom, B cagy, B TEHU BbICOKOrO AICEHSA, CUAENN Ha AepHOBOWN ckamelike KaTsa ¢
Apkaguem; Ha 3emne BO3ne HuX nomectunacb ®udu, npuaas cBoemy ONVHHOMY Teny TOT
N3SLLHBIA NOBOPOT, KOTOPbLIA Y OXOTHUKOB CNbIBET «pycadben nonexkon». N Apkagmn n Kats
MOSYanu; oH gepkan B pykax nonypackpbITyto KHUTY, a OHa Bblibupana n3 KOp3vHKM OCTaBLUMECSH B
Hewn Kpowkn 6enoro xneba n 6pocana nx HebonbLLOK cemenike BOPobbEB, KOTOPbIE, C
CBOWCTBEHHOW UM TPYCNMBOIO AEP30CThIO, NPbIrany 1 Ympukanu y camblx ee Hor. Cnabbiii BeTep,
LeBend B NMNCTbAX SICEHA, TMXOHLKO ABUran B3aj v Bnepes, U no TEMHOW JOPOXKE 1 MO XKenToun
cnuHe ®dudu, 6rnegHo-30N0Tbie NATHA CBETA; pOBHasA TeHb obnmeana Apkaana n KaTtio; Tonbko
n3penka B ee Bofiocax 3axuranach sipkas nonocka. OHu mon4yanu o6a; HO MUMEHHO B TOM, KaK OHU
MOSyanu, Kak OHU CUAENn psiAoM, CKasblBanoch OBEPUMBOE CONMKEHNE: KaXabIA U3 HUX KaK
OyaTo n He gyman o CBOEM cocefie, a BTanHe pagoBanca ero 6nusoctun. U niua nx nameHunuck ¢
Tex nop, Kak Mbl UX BUAENN B NocrneaHnn pa3: Apkaaun kasanca cnokonHee. Kats oxxneneHHee,
cmenen.

ACEHb

SICHO

Kpacueo

— A He nobnio [erHe, — 3aroBopuna KaTs, ykasbiBas rnasamu Ha KHUry, KoTopyto Apkagui
Aepxan B pyKax, — HU Korga OH CMeEeTCsl, HM KOorga OH nnadveT: s ero nobnto, korga oH 3agyMyvB U1
rpycTUT.

— A MHe HpaBuUTCSH, KOra OH CMeeTCs, — 3ameTun Apkaguin.

— OTO B Bac elle cTapble criefbl Ballero catmpuyeckoro Hanpaenenus... («Ctapble cneabl! —
nogyman Apkagui. — Ecnun 6 Basapos ato cnbiwan!») MNoroanTte, Mbl Bac nepegenaem.

— KTo meHsa nepenenaet? Bbi?

— Kto? Cectpa; Nopdupui NnatoHOBMY, C KOTOPLIM Bbl YXXe HE CCOPUTECH; TETYLLIKA, KOTOPYHO Bbl
TpeTbero AHA NpoOBOAUIM B LLEPKOBb.

— He mor xe s oTkasatbces! A 4To kacaeTtca 40 AHHbI CepreeBHbl, OHa cama, Bbl MOMHUTE, BO
MHOrom cornawanacb ¢ EBreHvem.

— CecTpa Haxoamnacbh Torga nopg ero BrvstHUEM, Tak Xe, KakK U Bbl.

— Kak n 5! PasBe Bbl 3ameyvaeTe, 4TO 1 yxxe 0cBO60ANNCH U3-MO0A ero BAUAHUSA?

KaTta npomonyana.

— A 3Hato, — npogormkan Apkaguin, — OH BaM HUKOrga He HpaBuIicS.

— A He mory cyauTb O HeM.

— 3HaeTte nu yT0, KatepnHa CepreeBHa? Bcakuin pas, Korga s Crnbllly 3TOT OTBET, 1 MY He
Bepto... HeT Takoro yenoBseka, 0 KOTOPOM Kaxabl U3 HAc He Mor Bbl cyauTb! 3TO NpocTo
OTroBopka.

— Hy, Tak 5 Bam cKaxy, YTO OH... HE TO YTO MHE HE HPaBUTCH, a 4 YyBCTBYIO, YTO N OH MHE YYXOW,
N 9 eMy Yyxas... Aa U Bbl EMY HY>KOMW.

— OT0 novemy?

— Kak Bam ckasaTb... OH XULLHbIW, @ Mbl C BaMWN PyYHbIE.

— W g py4Hon?



KaTa knBHyna ronosomn.

Apkaguii noyecan y cebs 3a yxom.

— MocnywanTte, KatepnHa CepreeBHa: Beab 37O, B CYLLIHOCTU, 0BUAHO.

— Pa3sBe Bbl xoTenu 6bl 6bITb XULLHLIM?

— XVULLHBIM HET, HO CUMbHbIM, S3HEPTNYECKUM.

— OTOro Hermnb3s XOTeTb... BOT Bal NpusTenb 3TOro U HE XO4ET, a B HEM 3TO eCTb.

— 'm! Tak Bbl Nonaraete, 4TO OH Umen 6onbLioe BnNusiHue Ha AHHY CepreeBHy?

— [a. Ho Hag Heln HUKTO JOMro B3ATb BEPX HE MOXET, — npubasuna KaTta Bnonronoca.

— Noyemy BbI 3TO AymaeTe?

— OHa o4eHb ropaa... 9 He TO XOTena cka3aTb... OHa OYeHb JOPOXUT CBOEH HE3aBUCUMOCTLIO.
— KT0 Xe eto He JopoXuUT? — cnpocun Apkaauin, a y camoro B yme MesnbkHyro: «Ha 4yto oHa?» —
«Ha 4T0 oHa?» — menbkHyno 1y Katu. Monogbim noasiM, KOTOpble YacTo U ApY>KentobHO
cxogatcs, becnpecTtaHHO NPUXOAAT OOHU U TE XKe MbICIN.

Apkagui ynblbHyncs 1, cnerka npuaBuHyBLUMCH K KaTe, npomMonsui LWenoToMm:

ee

— Koro?

Ee,

— A BbI? — B CBOI o4vepenb cripocuna Karts.

n

KaTsa norposuna emy nanbLem.

— OTO MeHs1 yAUBNSET, — Hayana oHa, — HUKOrga cecTtpa Tak He Obina pacnosioxkeHa K BaMm, Kak
WMEHHO Tenepb; ropasgo bonblue, Yem B NEPBbLIN Ball Nnpuess,.

— Bor kak!

— A Bbl 9TOro He 3ameTunn? Bac aTo He pagyeT?

Apkaaui 3agymarics.

— Yem g mor 3acnyxutb 6narosoneHne AHHbl CepreeBHbl? YK HEe TEM N, YTO NpPUBE3 N NUCbMa
BaLlen MaTyLuKn?

— W aTnm, n gpyrmue ectb NPUYMHBI, KOTOPbIX A HE CKaxy.

— OT0 novemy?

— He ckaxy.

— O! A 3Hato: Bbl O4EHb YNpPSAMBI.

— Ynpsama.

— A HabntopgaTtenbHbl.

Kats nocmoTpena cboky Ha Apkagusi.

— MoxeT 6bITb, Bac ato cepant? O 4yem Bbl fymaeTe?

— A gymato o0 ToM, OTKyAa Morna npunty Bam ata HabnogaTenbHOCTb, KOTOpas AENCTBUTENBHO
ecCTb B Bac. Bbl Tak nyrnuBbl, He4OBEPUUBLI; BCEX YyXKOAETECD...

— £ MHOro Xuna ogHa; NoHeBose Pa3MbIWLNATbL CTaHeLWb. Ho pa3Be a1 Bcex YyxXaarch?
Apkaguii 6pocun npusHaTenbHbI B3rnag Ha Karto.

— Bce aT0 npekpacHo, — npogosmkan OH, — HO NMoau B BalLeM NOJIOXEHUN, A XO4Y cKasaTb, C
BalLMM COCTOSIHWEM, peaKo BNnagerT 3TUM JapoM; 0 HUX, Kak A0 uapeun, UICTUHEe TPYyaHO OOUTW.



— [la Beapb s He GoraTas.

Apkagui nsymuncsa u He cpasy noHsan Katio. «/ B camom gene, UMeHne-To BCe CECTPUHO!» —
MPULLIO €My B rOfIOBY; 3Ta MbICIb €My He Oblna HenpusaTHa.

— Kak Bbl 9TO XxopoLlo ckasanu! — npoMOnBus OH.

— A 4yt0?

— Ckasanu xopoLlo; NpocTo, He CTbIASACh U He pucydack. KctaTtu: 9 Boobpaxato, B HyBCTBE
YyenoBeka, KOTOpbI 3HAET N FOBOPUT, YTO OH B6eeH, AOMKHO ObITb YTO-TO 0COBEHHOE, KaKoe-To
CBOEro poja Tuiecnasue.

— $ HUYero aTOro He ncnbiTana No MUMOCTU CECTPbI; S YNIOMSAHYIa O CBOEM COCTOSIHUM TOSBKO
NOTOMY, YTO K CITIOBY MPULLSOCH.

— Tak; HO co3HaunTeCb, YTO 1 B BaC eCTb YacTuua TOro TLecnaBus, O KOTOPOM S ceryac roBopur.
— Hanpumep?

— Hanpuwmep, Begb Bbl, — UI3BUHUTE MOW BOMPOC, — Bbl Obl HE MOLLNM 3aMyX 3a 6oraToro
yenoseka?

— Ecnu 6 g ero oueHb nobuna... Het, kaxeTcs, n Toraa 6bl He nowuna.

— Al BOT Bugute! — BoCKnMKHyn Apkagui u, noroga HemHoro, npubaeun: — A otyero Obl Bbl 32 HEro
He nownn?

— OTTOrO, 4YTO N B NECHE NPO HEPOBHIOLLIKY MNOETCA.

— Bbl, MOXeT ObITb, XOTUTE BNacTBOBATb WIN...

— O HeT! Kk yemy 3T10? HanpoTuBs, 9 roToBa NOKOPATLCHA, TOSNILKO HEPABEHCTBO TAXEO. A yBaXaTb
cebsi 1 NOKOPSATLCSA, ATO A NOHUMALD; 3TO CHACTbE; HO NOAYMHEHHOE CyLLeCTBOBaHuMe... Her,
AO0BOSBHO U TakK.

— [loBonbHO 1 Tak, — noBTopun 3a Katen Apkaguin. — [la, aa, — npogosikasn OH, — Bbl HE4APOM
oaHom KpoBu ¢ AHHOM CepreeBHON; Bbl TaK XXe CaMOCTONATENbHbI, Kak OHA; HO Bbl 60nee CKPbITHbI.
Bbl, 51 yBEpeH, HI 3a 4YTO NnepBasi He BbICKaXXeTe CBOEro YyBCTBa, Kak Obl OHO HW BbINI0 CUNBHO U
CBATO...

— [a kak xxe nHa4ve? — cnpocuna Kats.

— Bbl 0AMHAKOBO YMHbI; Y Bac CTOSbKO e, ecnv He BonbLue, XxapakTepa, Kak y Hew...

— He cpaBHMBanTe MeHs C CECTPOW, NoXanyncra, — nocnewHo nepebuna Karts, — 310 4na meHs
CNMLLKOM HeBbIroaHo. Bbl kak 6yaTo 3abbinm, 4To cecTpa un Kpacasumua, U yMHUUA, W... BaM B
ocobeHHocTH, Apkaguii Hukonany, He cnegosano 6bl rOBOPUTHL Takne CroBa, U eLle C Takum
Cepbes3HbIM NINLOM.

— Y70 3HAUMT 3TO: «BaM B OCOOEHHOCTM», U U3 YEro Bbl 3aKNioYaeTe, YTo 4 Wwy4y?

— KoHeuHo, Bbl WyTUTE.

— Bbl aymaeTte? A uT0, ecnu a1 ybexxaeH B TOM, 4TO roBopto? Ecnu s Haxoxy, 4To S eLle He
A0BOSIbHO CUIBbHO BbIpa3unica?

— £ Bac He noHumato.

— B camom gene? Hy, Tenepb 8 BUXKY: 1 TOYHO CAMLLKOM NPEBO3HOCUI Bally HabnoaaTenbHOCTb.
- Kak?

ApKagumn HMYero He OTBETUN N OTBEPHYCS, a KaTs oTbiCKana B KOP3WHKE eLLle HECKOSTbKO KPOLLEK
1 Havana 6pocaTtb MX BOPOObAM; HO B3Max ee pyKun Obifl CAIMLLKOM CUIEH, U OHW yrieTanu npoyb,
He YCNeBLUM KITOHYTb.



— KatepnHa CepreesHa! — 3arosopun Bapyr Apkagum, — Bam 310, BEPOATHO, BCE PaBHO; HO
3HauTe, YTO S BaC He TONbKO Ha Bally CECTPY, — HX Ha KOro B CBETE HE MPOMEHSI0.

OH BCcTan 1 6bICTPO yaanuncs, kak Obl MCNyraBLUINCL CIOB, COPBABLUMXCA Y HETO C A3blKa.

A Kata ypoHuna obe pykn BMecTe C KOP3UHKOWM Ha KOSIEHW U, HAKITOHUB FOfIoBY, AOr0 cMoTpena
Bcnen Apkaguio. NoHeMHory anas Kkpacka 4yTb-4yTb BbICTYNUIa Ha €€ LWeKMU; HO rybbl He
ynbl6annce, 1 TEMHbIE rnasa Bblpaxann HegoyMeHne 1 Kakoe-To Apyroe, noka ewje 6e3biMsaHHoe
YyBCTBO.

— Tbl ogHa? — pasganca Bo3ne Hee ronoc AHHblI CepreeBHbl. — KaxkeTcsa, Tbl Nowna B caf C
Apkagunem.

KaTsa He cnelua nepesena cBoM rrnasa Ha cecTpy (M3SLWHO, AaXe N3bICKaHHO ofeTasi, OHa cTosna
Ha JOPOXKE N KOHYMKOM PacKpbITOro 30HTUKa wesenuna ywmn dudu) n He cnelua npomornsuna:

— A ogHa.

— A 310 BMXKY, — OTBEYana Ta Co CMEXOM, — OH, CTano ObITb, ywen kK cebe?
- [a.

— Bbl BMecTe untanu?

- [a.

AHHa CepreesHa B3sna KaTio 3a nogbopoaok 1 npunogHana ee nuuo.

— Bbl He noccopunuce, Hagetcsb?

— HeT, — ckasana KaTts u Tuxo oTBerna CeCTpuHy pyKy.

— Kak Tbl Top)XeCcTBEHHO oTBevaelub! A aymana HanTu ero 3gech U NpeanoxnTb eMy NOUTU rynsatb
co MHoto. OH cam MeHsi Bce npocuT 06 atom. Tebe 13 ropoga npusesnu 60TUHKK, NOAN NPUMEPD
NX: A1 yXXe BYepa 3aMmeTuna, YTo TBOM NpexHMe COBCEM U3HOCUNMCb. Boobuie Tbl HEe AOBOMLHO
3TUM 3aHMMaeLlbCs, a y Tebs ewe Takme npenectHble HOXKN! I pyku TBOM XOPOLUW. .. TONbKO
BEMWKM; Tak Hago HoXKamm 6paTb. HO Tbl y MEHSA HEe KOKeTKa.

AHHa CepreeBHa oTnpaBuiach ganblie No JOPOXKe, Cnerka LwyMmsa CBOUM KpacuBbIM NaTbeM;
KaTta nogHsnack Co ckamenku 1, B3B ¢ coboto "erHe, yna Toxe — TONbKO He NpUMepaTb
BOTUHKN.

«lMpenecTHble HOXKN, — AyMana oHa, MeANIeHHO 1 Nerko BCXOAdA Mo packaneHHbIM OT ComnHua
KaMeHHbIM CTyNneHAM Teppachl, — NPenecTHbIe HOXKN, rOBOPUTE Bbl... Hy, OH 1 ByaeT y Hux».

Ho en ToTyac ctano cTbigHO, 1 OHa NPOBOPHO nobexana BBEPX.

Apkaauii nowen no Kopuaopy k cebe B KOMHATY; ABOPELKNIA HArHam ero 1 AoN0XUI, YTO y HEro
cnauT rocnoauH basapos.

— EBrenni! — npo6opmoTan no4vtu ¢ ncnyrom Apkagum, — 4aBHO N1 OH npuexan?

— Cunto MUHYTY noxanosanu u npukasanu o cebe AHHe CepreeBHe He AoKnaabiBaTb, a NPSMO K
BaM cebsa npukasanu NpoBecTy.

«YX He HecyacTbe Nn Kakoe y Hac goma?» — nogyman Apkagui n, Toponnmeo B3bexas no
necTHuue, pa3omM oTeopun ABepb. Bng basaposa ToT4ac ero ycnokous, XoTs 6onee onbITHbIN
rnas, BEpOSiTHO, OTKPbIST Obl B 9HEPIrMYECKOW MO-MPEXHEMY, HO OCYHYBLLENCS OUrype HEXAAHHOIO
roCTsl MPU3HaKN BHYTPEHHEero BosriHeHUs. C MblfbHOK LUMHESbIO Ha Nrieyax, C KapTy30M Ha ronose,
cvaen OH Ha OKOHHWLIE; OH HE NOAHANCS M Toraa, korga Apkagui 6pocuncs ¢ WyMHbIMM
BOCKITML@HNSAMUN K HEMY Ha LUeto.



— Bot HeoxunpgaHHo! Kaknmn cyabbamn! — TBEpANN OH, CYeTACh NO KOMHATE, Kak YenoBex,
KOTOpPbIN U cCaM BOOOpaXKaeT 1 enaeT nokasaTb, YTO pagyeTtcs. — Beab y Hac Bce B fome
Gnaronony4yHo, Bce 300pOBbl, HE NpaBda Nn?

— Bce y Bac 6naronony4Ho, HO He BCce 300pOoBbI, — NporoBopun basapos. — A Tbl HE TapaTopsb,
BENW NPUHECTM MHE KBacy, Np1csab 1 crnywan, 4to a9 Tebe coobLly B HEMHOMMX, HO, HAOEHChb,
AOBOMBbHO CUMbHbIX BbIPaXXEHUSAX.

Apkaguu npuTtux, a basapos pacckasan emy cBot Ayarnb ¢ [MaBnom NeTpoBuyem. Apkagum oYeHb
YOVBUIICA N JaXe onevanuncs; HO He NoYen HYXXHbIM 3TO Bblka3aTb; OH TOSIbKO CNPOCKUI,
AEencTBUTENbHO NN He onacHa paHa ero asan? W, nonyyms OTBET, YTO OHa — cCaMas MHTepecHas,
TONMbKO HE B MEAMLMHCKOM OTHOLLEHUN, MPUHYXXOEHHO YNbIGHYNCA, a Ha cepaue emy 1 XXyTKO
cAenanochb, N Kak-To CTblAHO. basapos kak 6yaTo ero noHsan.

— [a, 6paT, — NpOMOnBUIT OH, — BOT YTO 3HA4NUT ¢ deoganamum noxutb. Cam B dpeogansl
nonagellb 1 B pblLapCKUX TypHMpax ydactBoBaTb bygewb. Hy-c, BOT A 1 oTnpaBuncs K
«oTuamy, — Tak 3aknounn basapos, — 1 Ha gopore 3aBepHy”n ctoga... YToObl BCe 3TO nepeaaTsb,
ckasan 6bl 4, ecnu 6 a9 He nodnTan 6ecnonesHyto NoXb — rNyNocTblo. HeT, 4 3aBepHyn ctoga —
YyepT 3HaEeT 3a4em. Buamwb nn, 4yenoBeky MHorga nonesHo B3ATb cebs 3a XOX0n Aa BblAEPHYTb
cebsi BOH, Kak peabKy U3 rpaabl; 3T0 9 COBEPLUUI Ha AHAX... HO MHe 3axoTenocb B3rnsiHyThb eLle
pas Ha To, C YeM S paccTarncs, Ha Ty rpsay, rae a cuaen.

MHOM.

BasapoB npuctanbHO, NOYTU MPOH3UTESNBHO B3rMNAHYIT Ha HEro.

— byaTo ato Tak oropunt Te69? MHe caaeTcs, YTO Thl y>Ke paccTasncs CoO MHOK. Tbl Takon
CBEXEHbKWI Aa YNCTEHLKUN... OOMKHO ObITb, TBOM Aena ¢ AHHoW CepreeBHON NayT OTIINYHO.

— Kakne moun gena ¢ AHHon CepreeBHoOn?

— [la pasBe Tbl HE ANA Hee cloga npuexan ua ropoga, NTeH4Ynk? Kctatu, kak Tam nogsusarTcs
BOCKpeCHbI€e LKonbl? Pa3Be Tbl He BNOGneH B Hee? Nnu yxe Tebe npuwna nopa CKPOMHUYaTL?
— EBreHun, Tbl 3HaeLwb, A Bcerga 6bin OTKpOBEHEH ¢ TO6O1; Mory Tebs yBepuTb, 6oxych Tebe,
4TO Thbl OWMbBaeLlbCs.

— 'm! HoBoe crnoBo, — 3ameTtun Bnonronoca basapos. — Ho Tebe He ons Yero ropaYnTbCH, MHE
BeAb 3TO COBEPLUEHHO BCE paBHO. POMaHTuKK cka3an 6bl: 1 4yBCTBYHO, YTO HALLM 4OPOrM HauYnHaT
pacxoguTbCs, a 9 NPOCTO rOBOPIO, YTO Mbl APYr APYry NPUEnnChb.

— EBreHum...

— Oywa mos, ato He Gepna; To nu ewe Ha ceeTe npuegaetcal A Tenepb, 9 AyMato, He NPOCTUTBLCA
nm Ham? C Tex nop Kak s 30ecb, A NPenakocTHO cebsi YyBCTBYHD, TOYHO HauuTancs nucem [forons
K Kanyxckon rybepHaTopLue. KctaTtn X, 9 He Benen oTknagbiBatb Nowagaen.

— lNomunyn, 3T0 HEBO3MOXHO!

— A noyemy?

— 4 yxe He roBopto 0 cebe; HO aTo ByaeT B BbICLLEN CTENEHN HEBEXINNBO nepes AHHON
CepreeBHoW, KOTOpasi HENPEMEHHO NoxenaeTt Tebsa BUOeTb.

— Hy, B 3TOM Tbl OLIMbaeLbCs.

— A 9, HanpoTuKB, YBEPEH, YTO 4 NpaB, — Bo3pasus Apkaguin. — M kK yemy Tbl NPUTBOPSAELLBCA? YK
KON Ha TO NoLuso, pa3se Tbl CaM He And Hee ctoda npuexan?



— JT0, MOXeT 6bITb, U CNpaBeANINBO, HO Thbl BCE-Takun owmbaeLlbes.

Ho Apkaguii 6bin npae. AHHa CepreeBHa noxenana noBuaaTtbcsa ¢ basapoBbiM 1 npurnacuna ero
k cebe 4Yepes aBopeLkoro. basapoB nepeogencs, npexae Yem noLwuen K Hel: okasanochk, YTO OH
YNOXWUN CBOE HOBOE NMaTbe TakK, YTO OHO ObINO y HEro NOA PYKOLO.

OpavHuoBa ero NnpuHANa He B TON KOMHATe, rae OH Tak HeOXnaaHHO 06bsACHUNCA en B NobBK, a B
roctuHon. OHa ntbe3HOo NPOoTSAHYNa eMy KOHYMKM NanbLeB, HO NULO ee Bbipaxano HEBOJIbHOE
HanpsxeHue.

— AHHa CepreeBHa, — noToponurncsa ckasaTb basapos, — npexae Bcero s JOMKeH Bac YCNOKOUTb.
lMepen BaMy CMEPTHbIW, KOTOPbLIA Cam 4aBHO ONMOMHUIICA U HageeTCcs, YTO 1 apyrue 3abbinn ero
rnynocTu. 4 yesxaro Hagomnro, 1 CornacuTech, XOTb A U HE MArKOe CyLeCcTBO, HO MHe 6bino Obl
HeBeCceno yHecTu ¢ cob00 MbICIb, YTO Bbl BCMOMUHAeTe 060 MHe C OTBpaLLeHNEM.

AHHa CepreesHa rnyboKo B3A40XHYMa, Kak YenoBeK, TONbKO YTO B30O6paBLUMINCS Ha BbICOKYHO ropy,
N NNUO ee OXMBUNOCh ynblbkor. OHa BTOPUYHO NpoTsaHyna basapoBy pyky, 1 oTBeYana Ha ero
noxartue.

— K10 cTapoe nomsiHeT, TOMy rna3 BOH, — cka3ana oHa, — Tem 6onee 4To, roBops Mo COBECTU, N
corpelumna Torga ecnm He KOKeTCTBOM, Tak YeM-To apyrum. OgHo cnoso: bygemTe npusatensMmu
no-npexHemy. To 6bin COH, He NpaBaa N1? A KTO e CHbl MOMHUT?

— K10 ux nomHnT? Ja nputom ntoboBb... BeAb 3TO YyBCTBO HarMyCKHOE.

— B camom gene? MHe o4yeHb NPUATHO 3TO ChblWaThb.

Tak Bbipaxanacb AHHa CepreeBHa, 1 Tak Bblpaxarncsa basapos; oHn o6a gymanu, 4To roBopunu
npaegy. beina nu npaega, nonHasa npaesaa, B nx cnosax? OHW camu 3TOro He 3Hanu, a aBTop u
nogasHo. Ho 6ecena y HMX 3aBsidanach Takas, kak 6yaTo OHM COBEpPLUEHHO NOBEPUNN APYr APYrY.
AHHa CepreeBHa cripocurna, mexay npoynm, basaposa, 4to oH genan y KnpcaHosbiX. OH 4yTb
ObIN0 He pacckasan en o cBoewn ayanu ¢ MNaenom NMeTpoBuyem, HO yaepxancsa Npy MbICnn, Kak Obl
OHa He Nogymana, YTo OH MHTEPECHNYaET, U OTBEYan €K, YTO OH BCe 3TO Bpemsa paboTan.

— A qa, — npomonsuna AHHa CepreeBHa, — cnepBa xaHgpuna, 6or 3HaeT oT4ero, gaxe 3a rpaHuly
cobupanacb, BoobpaauTte!.. [oTom 3TO NpoLwno; Baw npuatTens, Apkagui Hukonawny, npuexan, u
S1 ONATb Nnonana B CBOK KOSe, B CBOK HACTOSLLYIO POSib.

— B kakyto 310 pornb, N03BOSbTE Y3HATL?

— Ponb TeTkun, HacTaBHUUBI, MaTepu, Kak XoTUTe Ha3oBuTe. KctaTun, 3HaeTe nn, 4To g npexage
XOPOLLEHBbKO HE NOHMMana Ballen TecHoun Apyx0bl ¢ Apkagunem Hukonanyem; s Haxoguna ero
AOBOMbHO HE3HauMTenNbHbIM. HO Tenepb s ero nyyuwe y3Hana u yéeamnach, YTO OH YMEH... A
rnaBHOE, OH MOJIOA, MOJIOA... He TO, YTO Mbl C BaMu, EBreHuii Bacunbunu.

— OH Bce Tak e pobeeT B BalleM npucyTcTBun? — cnpocun basapos.

— A pasBe... — Ha4yana 6bino AHHa CepreeBHa 1, nogymaB HeMHOro, npubasuna: — Tenepb OH
AOBEpYMBEE CTan, roBOpUT €O MHot0. lNpexae oH nsberan meHda. Bnpoyem, 1 9 He nckana ero
obwecTtBa. OHK GonbLlume npuatenu ¢ Katen.

BasapoBy ctano gocagHo. «He MOXeT XeHLMnHa He XUTpUTb!» — nogyman OH.

— Bbl roBopuTe, OH usberan Bac, — NPON3HEC OH C XOSIOAHOK YCMELLKOW, — HO, BEPOSITHO, AN Bac
He oCcTanocb TanHOW, YTO OH ObiN B Bac BNOGNEH?

— Kak? n oH? — copsanocsk y AHHbI CepreesHbi.



— W oH, — nosTOpun basapoB ¢ CMUPEHHbBIM NOKNOHOM. — HeyXenu Bbl 3TOro He 3Hanu u 9 Bam
CKasarn HOBOCTb?

AHHa CepreeBHa onycTuna rnasa.

— Bbl owumnbaeTtech, EBreHnii Bacunbuy.

— He aymato. Ho, MOXeT ObITb, MHE He cnegoBano ynomumHaTb 06 3TOM. «A Tbl Bniepes He
XUTpW», — NpnbaBunn oH nNpo cebs.

— OT4ero He ynomuHatb? Ho & nonarato, 4To Bbl U TYT NpuaaeTe CAMLWKOM BOoMnbLlIOe 3HaYeHne
MrHOBEHHOMY BreyaTrieHuto. A HaumMHa Nogo3peBaTh, YTO Bbl CKIIOHHbI K MPeyBeNUYEHUIO.

— He 6ygemte nyywe roBoputb 06 aToM, AHHa CepreesHa.

— Otyero xe? — BO3pasuna oHa, a cama nepeserna pasroBop Ha Apyryto gopory. Ev Bce-Taku
Ob1n0 HeNnoBko ¢ basapoBbiM, XOTA OHa 1 eMy cka3ana, U cama cebsa yBepuna, 4To Bce no3abbITo.
MeHAACb C HAM caMbIMU NPOCTBIMU peyamMu, Aaxe LWYTS C HUM, OHa YyBCTBOBana ferkoe
CTECHEHME cTpaxa. Tak Nnoan Ha napoxode, B MOpe, pa3roBapuBatoT U cmeroTcs 6e33ab0THO, HM
AaTb HW B35iTb, KaK Ha TBepAOM 3eMsie; HO CNy4YMCb Marenias OCTaHOBKa, MOSIBUCH Mareunmm
npu3Hak 4yero-HMbyapb Heobbl4anHOro, N TOTYAC Xe Ha BCEX Nuuax BbICTYNUT BblpaXKeHne
ocobeHHO TPeBOrn, CBUAETENBLCTBYOLEE O MOCTOSSHHOM CO3HaHMM NOCTOSIHHOW OMAaCHOCTW.
Becena AHHbI CepreeBHbl ¢ baszapoBbiM npogormkanacek Hegonro. OHa HavYana 3agymMblBaTbCS,
OoTBeYaTb pacCedAHHO 1 NpeanoXuna eMmy HakoHeL, NepenTn B 3any, rae OHU HaLUU KHSDKHY K
KaTio. «A rge xe Apkagui Hukonamny?» — cnpocuna xo3sanka u, y3aHaBs, YTO OH He rnokKasbiBancs
yxe 6onee 4aca, nocnana 3a HUM. Ero He ckopo Halunu: oH 3abparncs B camyio rmyllb caga u,
onepLuMcb NoaOOPOAKOM Ha CKpPELLEHHbIE PYKU, Ccuaen, Norpy>KeHHbIn B Aymbl. OHKU Gbinn rny6oku
N BaXHbl, 3TN OyMbI, HO He nevanbHbl. OH 3Han, YTto AHHa CepreeBHa cvauT HaeauHe C
BasapoBbiM, 1 PEBHOCTW OH HE YYBCTBOBAr, kKak 6biBano; HaNnpPoOTUB, NULIO €ro TUXO CBETIENO;
Kaszanocb, OH U ANBUNCS YEMY-TO, U paZioBarcs, U peLlarncsa Ha 4YTo-To.



XXVI

MokonHbI OgNHUOB He Ntobun HOBOBBEAEHWI, HO AOMYyCKan «HEKOTOPYHO Urpy 061aropoXKeHHOro
BKyCa» 1 BCNeacTBue aTOro BO3aBUrHyn y cebsa B cagy, Mexay Tennuuen n npygom, CTpoeHme
BpOAE rpeyvyeckoro nopTuka u3 pycckoro kupnuya. Ha sagHen, rinyxou cTeHe 3Toro nopTtuka, unm
ranepewu, 6N BaenaHbl LWECTb HULW NS cTaTyn, koTopble OgnMHU0B cobuparncs Beinucatb M3-3a
rpaHunubl. TU CTaTyn AOMKEHCTBOBaNM n3obpaxartb coboto: YegmHeHne, Monyaxue,
PaswmbiwneHne, Menanxonuio, CTblanueocTb 1 YysctButensHocTb. OaHy 13 HUX, 6OrMHIO
MonyaHus, ¢ nanbuem Ha rybax, npMe3nu 6b110 1 NOCTaBUAK; HO €1 B TOT XXe AeHb ABOPOBbIE
Manb4uLLKN OTOUNN HOC, N XOTA COCeaHui WITykaTyp Bpanca npuaenaTtb el HOC «BABOE fy4Lle
npexHero», oagHako OANHLOB Benen ee NpuHSTb, 1 OHa 04yTUNAacCh B Yriy MOMOTUIBHOMO capas,
roe crtosna gonrue rogbl, Bo3byxaasa cyeBepHbl yxxac 6ab. NepegHasa cTopoHa nopTuka aBHO
3apocna ryctbiM KyCTapHUKOM: OL4HM KanuTenu KONMOHH BUOHENUCH Hag CMOLIHOK 3eneHbio. B
caMoMm NopTuKe gaxe B nongeHb 6bino npoxnagHo. AHHa CepreeBHa He nobuna nocewatb 3TO
MECTO C TeX Mnop, Kak yBugana Tam yxa; Ho Kats yacto npuxogmna caguTtbcsa Ha 60nbLuyto
KaMEHHYIO CKaMbtO, YCTPOEHHYO Nog O4HOK M3 HULW. OKpY>XEeHHAs CBEXECTbIO U TEHbIO, OHa
yntana, pabotana nnum npegasanacb TOMY OLLYLLEHMIO MOSTHOW TULLMHBI, KOTOPOE, BEPOATHO,
3HAKOMO KaXkoMy M MpenecTb KOTOPOro COCTOUT B €4Ba CO3HATENbHOM, HEMOTCTBYHOLLEM
nogkapaynnBaHbe LUMPOKON XM3HEHHOW BOSHbI, HEMPEPBLIBHO KaTSALENCA U KPYroM Hac, U B HaC
cammx.

Ha gpyron geHb no npuesge basaposa Kats cugena Ha cBoen ntobumon ckambe, 1 paaom C HELo
cugen onatb Apkaguin. OH ynpocun ee NOUTU C HAM B «MOPTUKY.

[lo 3aBTpaka ocTaBanoCb OKOJSO Yaca; POCMCTOE YTPO yXKe CMEHSNOCh ropsaynm gHem. Jlnuyo
Apkaausi CoxpaHano BYepallHee BblpaxeHue, Kats umena sug o3aboyeHHbli. CecTpa ee ToT4ac
nocne 4ato nossana ee kK cebe B kabMHET U, NpeaBapuUTENbHO Npuackas ee, YTO BCerga HEMHOrO
nyrano KaTio, nocoBeTtoBana er ObiTb OCTOPOXHEN B CBOEM NoBeaeHUN ¢ Apkagmem, a 0CO6eHHO
nsberatb yeanHeHHbIx 6ecen ¢ HUM, ByATO Obl 3aMeYeHHbIX 1 TETKON, U BCeM foMoM. Kpome
TOro, yXe HakaHyHe Be4depom AHHa CepreeBHa Gbina He B gyxe; Aa u cama Katqa yyBctBoBana
CMyLLieHne, TOYHO co3HaBana BUHy 3a coboto. YcTynas npocbbe Apkaaus, oHa cebe ckasana, 4To
3TO B NOCreaHnin pas.

— KaTtepuHa CepreeBHa, — 3aroBopus OH C Kakot-TO 3aCTEHYMBOIO Pa3BA3HOCTbIO, — C TEX NOP Kak
1 UMEI0 CHaCTbe XUTb B OAHOM AOMe C Bamu, 1 060 MHOroMm ¢ Bamun 6ecefoBarn, a Mexay Tem
€CTb OOWH OYeHb BaXXHbIV ANSA MEHS... BONPOC, 4O KOTOPOro s eLle He kacancs. Bel 3ametnnm
BYEpA, YTO MEHSA 34eCb nepeaenanu, — npubasmn OH, 1 NOBSA N nsberasd BONPOCUTENBHO
YCTPEMIEHHbIN Ha Hero B3op KaTtu. — [1encTBUTENBbHO, § BO MHOTOM U3MEHUIICH, N 9TO Bbl 3HaeTe
nyylle BCAKOro Apyroro, — Bbl, KOTOPOW S, B CYLLYHOCTU, U 06A3aH 3TOK NEPEMEHON.

—A?.. MHe?.. — nporosopuna Kar4.

— ¥ Tenepb yxxe He TOT 3aHOCUYMBbLIA ManbyuK, KakKMMm S cloga npuexan, — npogoskan Apkagum, —
HeJapoM Xe MHE U MUHYN ABaguaTb TPETUN FOA4; S NO-NPEXHEMY Kenato ObiTb NONE3HbIM, XKenato
NMOCBATUTb BCE MOW CUMbl UCTUHE; HO S Y>KE He TaM ULLY CBOM uaeansbl, rae Uckan ux npexae; OHu
npeacTaBnAlTCA MHe... ropa3go 6nvxke. [1o cux nop 8 He NnoHuman cebs, A 3agasan cebe
3a[a4un, KoTopble MHE He No cunam... [[nasa Mov HeaBHO packpbinncb Gnarogaps ogHOMY
YyBCTBY... A Bblpa)katoCb HE COBCEM SICHO, HO S HaEKCb, YTO Bbl MEHS MOMMETE. ..



KaTsa Hu4ero He oTBeyvana, HO nepecTana rnageTb Ha Apkagns.

— A nonarato, — 3aroBOpuI OH CHOBa Yxe 6onee B3BONIHOBaHHbIM rofiocoM, a 36nuk Hag HUM B
nuctBe 6epesbl 6€33ab60THO pacneBan CBOK NECEHKY, — s nonarat, 4To 0653aHHOCTM BCAKOroO
YeCTHOro YenoBeka ObITb BNOSIHE OTKPOBEHHBLIM C TEMW... C TEMU NIOAbMU, KOTOPbIE. .. CTIOBOM, C
OnM3KkuMKM emy noagbMK, a NOTOMY S... 9 HAMEPEH.

Ho TyT kpacHopeune nameHnno Apkaguto; oH councs, 3amsanca n npuHyxaeH 6bin HEMHOro
nomonyartb; Kats Bce He nogHumana rnas. Kasanocbk, oHa 1 He NoHMMana, K Yemy OH 3TO Bce
BeJeT, U xJarna 4yero-To.

— A npeaBuxy, 4TO yAUBAIO Bac, — Hayan Apkaaui, cHoBa cobpaBLUnCh ¢ cunamu, — Tem 6onee
YTO 3TO YyBCTBO OTHOCUTCH HEKOTOPbIM 0BPA30M... HEKOTOPbIM 06pa3oM, 3aMeTbTe, — 40 Bac. Bbl
MeHs1, MOMHUTCS, BYepa YNPeKHYNn B HeJocTaTKe Cepbe3HOCTN, — Npoaosmkan Apkagui ¢ BUOom
YyenoBeka, KOTOpbIl BoLwen B 60MoTo, YyBCTBYET, YTO C KaXabIM LLAroMm norpyxaetcs 6onbLue 1
Gonblue, 1 BCe-Taku CNewwnT Bnepea, B Hagexae nockopee nepebparbes, — 3TOT yNpek 4acto
HanpaBnseTcs... NagaeT... Ha MonoAbIX MoAen, Aaxe Korga OHY NepecTaroT ero 3acrnyXuBaTb; U
ecnu 6bl BO MHe 6bino 6onblue camoyBepeHHOCTU. .. («a nomoru xe MHe, nomoru!» — ¢
oT4yasHMeM ayman Apkaaui, Ho Kata no-npexxHemMy He noBopadvBana ronosbl.) Ecnun 6 9 mor
HaOesTbCs. ..

— Ecnun 6 5 morna 6bITb yBEpPEHA B TOM, YTO Bbl FOBOPUTE, — pa3garncs B 9TO MTHOBEHUE ACHbIV
ronoc AHHbl CepreesHbl.

Apkagui ToTyac ymorsk, a Kata nobnegHena. MMMO camblx KyCTOB, 3aCMOHSBLUMX MNOPTUK,
nponerana gopoxka. AHHa CepreeBHa Lina no Heun B conpoBoxaeHun basaposa.

KaTa ¢ Apkaguem He Mornm ux BUAeETb, HO CrbILanu KaXxaoe CrioBo, LWernecT nnaTbd, camoe
AbixaHue. OHKU caenany HEeCKOSbKO LWaroB U, Kak HApO4YHO, OCTAaHOBUITUCH MPSIMO nepep
NMOPTUKOM.

— Bot Buante nn, — npogosmkana AHHa CepreeBHa, — Mbl C BaMy oIMGIMCh; Mbl 06a yxe He
nepBoKr MONOAOCTN, OCOBEHHO S; Mbl MOXWUNN, yCTanu; Mbl 006a, — K YeMy LLEePEMOHUTBLCA? — YMHBbI:
cHavana Mbl 3anHTepecoBanu apyr gpyra, nob6onbITCTBO ObINO BO36Y>XAEHO... @ NOTOM...

— A NoToM 4 BblgoXcs, — noaxeaTun basapos.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO He 3TO 6bINO NPUYMHOK Halelr pa3MmonBkn. Ho kak 6bl TO HM BbINo, Mbl HE
Hy>XO4anucb Apyr B Apyre, BOT rMaBHOE; B HAC CAMULLKOM MHOrO ObIfo... Kak Obl 9TO cka3aTb...
ogHopogHoro. Mbl 3To He cpasy noHanu. Hanpotue, Apkaguu. ..

— Bbl B HeM HyxgaeTecb? — cnpocun basapos.

— lNonHoTte, EBreHnin Bacunebny. Bel roBopute, 4TO OH HEpPaBHOAYLIEH KO MHE, U MHE CaMoW
BCerga kasanocb, YTO 1 eMy HpaBfoCb A 3Hat0, YTO S FOXKYCb €MY B TETKUM, HO 51 HE XO4YYy CKpbIBaTb
OT Bac, YTO g cTana yauwe gymatb 0 HeM. B aTom Monogom un ceexem 4yBCTBE €CTb Kakasi-To
npenecTb...

obasaHue

— OH c Kareli coBcem kak 6pat, — npomonsuna AHHa CepreeBHa, — 1 3TO MHE B HEM HPaBUTCS,
XOTs1, MOXeT ObITb, MHe Bbl 1 He cnegoBasno NO3BOMATb Takyto 6MM30CTb MeXay HUMMW.

— OTO B Bac roBOpUT... cecTtpa? — NponsHec NpoTskHO basapos..

— PasymeeTtc4... Ho uto xe mbl ctonm? MNorgemTe. Kakon cTpaHHbIM pasroBop y Hac, He Npasaa
nM? N morna nu s oxxmaatb, 4To Byay roBopuTb Tak ¢ Bamu? Bbl 3HaeTe, 4To s Bac 6010Cb... U B



TO >X€ BpemMs 9 BaM A0BEPSH0, NOTOMY YTO B CYyLLYHOCTU Bbl O4EHb A06pPbI.

— Bo-nepB.bIx, 9 BOBCce He [00p; a BO-BTOPbIX, A NOTEPAN ANs Bac BCAKOE 3Ha4YeHUe, 1 Bbl MHE
roBOpuTE, Y4TO 4 A06p... ITO BCE paBHO, YTO KNACTb BEHOK 13 LIBETOB Ha rofloBy MepTBeLa.

— EBreHuin Bacmnbmny, Mbl He BNacTHbI... — Ha4yana 6bino AHHa CepreeBHa; HO BETEP HaneTen,
3awymern nuctaMmm n yHec ee crioea.

— Beab BbI cBOGOAHBI, — NPpOM3HEC HEMHOIO noroast basapos. Bonblue HM4Yero Henb3sa 6bINo
pasobpatb; Wwarvn yganunuce... Bce 3aTUxIo.

Apkaguii obpatunca k Kate. OHa cugena B TOM XKe NOMOXEHUN, TOMbKO eLlle HKe onycTuna
rorosy.

— KaTtepuna CepreeBHa, — NpOroBOpwi OH ApoXaLlMM roflocoOM U CTUCHYB PyKK, — s NoGnto Bac
HaBeKk 1 6e3B0O3BpPaTHO, N HUKOro He Nbnto, KpoMe Bac. S XxoTen Bam 3TO Cka3aTb, y3HATb Balle
MHEHWe 1 NPOCUTb BaLLEn PyKW, MOTOMY YTO S U He BoraT n YyBCTBYHO, YTO rOTOB Ha BCe
XepTBbl... Bl He oTBevaeTe? Bbl MHe He BepuTe? Bbl AymaeTe, 4TO S roBOPHO NIErKOMbICIIEHHO?
Ho BcnomHuTe 3T nocnegHune gHn! Heyxxenu Bbl AaBHO He ybeannunck, YTo BCe Apyroe —
novMmnTe MEHs, — BCe, BCe Apyroe AaBHO ncyeano 6e3 cneaa? NocmMoTpute Ha MEHS, CKaxnte
MHEe OfHO CNoBO... A nbnto... s Nobnto Bac... NoBepbTe e MHe!

KaTsa B3rnsaHyna Ha Apkaausi BaXXHbIM U CBETMbIM B3rNs40M W, Nocne JoSroro pasgymbs, easa
ynbIOGHYBLUNCL, NPOMOnBUNa:

- [a.

ApKagnin BCKOYNI CO CKamMbW.

— [a! Bbl ckazanu: ga, KatepuHa CepreeBHa! YTto 3HaumT 310 cnoso? To nu, 4To S Bac nobnto,
4YTO Bbl MHE BepuTe... Inu... unu... 1 He CMer JOKOHYAT. ..

— [a, — noBTopuna Kat4, 1 B 3TOT pa3 oH ee noHsan. OH cxBaTun ee 6onbLlUne NPeKpacHbie PyKu U,
3aabIxasicb OT BOCTOpra, npwxan nx Kk ceoemy cepguy. OH eaBa CTosAn Ha Horax v TOMbKO
TBepaun: «Kars, Kat4...», a OHa Kak-TO HEBMHHO 3arnnakana, cama TMX0 CMesiCb CBOUM crnes3am.
KT0 He BMaan Takux cnes B rmasax nobumoro cyulecTsa, TOT eLle He UCnbITan, 40 Kakon CTeneHu,
3amupasi BeCb OT 6narogapHOCTU U OT CTbiAa, MOXET OblTb CHACTNINB Ha 3eMI1e YENOBEK.

Ha cnepytowmn geHb, paHo noytpy, AHHa CepreeBHa Benena no3satb basaposa k cebe B
KabWHET 1 C NPUHYXXOEHHBIM CMEXOM nofarna emMy CIOXeHHbIA NINCTOK NoYToBor Bymarn. 3710
Ob1N10 NNCbMO OT ApKaans: OH B HEM NPOCUIT PYKN ee CEeCTpbl.

Baszapos 6bIcTpo Nnpobexan NMcbMO 1 caenan ycunue Hag coboto, YToObl He Bbika3aTb
3110pagHoOro YyBCTBa, KOTOPOE MIHOBEHHO BCMbIXHYO Yy HEro B rpyau.

— BoT kak, — nporoBopwun OH, — a Bbl, KAXETCS, HE Aanee Kak B4epa nonaranu, 4To oH nobut
KaTtepuHy CepreeBHy 6paTtckoto noboBbio. YTo ke Bbl HAMepeHbl Tenepb caenatb?

Bbl

— [a a nonarato, — otBeTMN Basapos ToXe CO CMEXOM, XOTsi eMy BOBCE He ObIfio BeCEno U
HUCKOJbKO HE XOTENOChb CMEATLCS, TakK XXe Kak U ei, — 1 nonarato, criegyet 6narocnosutb
MonoabIx nogen. NapTvs Bo BCex OTHOLLEHUAX XxopoLuas; cocTosHne y KupcaHoBa nspsigHoe, oH
OOMH CblH Y OTLa, Aa 1 oTel, 4o0pbIi Manbli, NPEKOCNOBUTL He ByaerT.

OpavHuoBa npolnack no komHaTte. Ee nuuo nonepemeHHO KpacHerno u 6rneaHeno.

— Bbl gymaeTte? — npomonBsuna oHa. — Y10 X? 9 He BUXY npenaTtcTeui... A paga 3a KaTtio... n 3a
Apkagua Hukonauya. PasymeeTcs, 8 nogoxay oTeeTa oTua. A ero camoro K Hemy nowsno. Ho BoT



1 BbIXOAUT, YTO A BGbiNna Nnpaea BYepa, Korga s roBopuna Bam, YTo Mbl 06a yxe ctapble Noau. ..
Kak 310 1 HM4ero He Bugana? 31o MeHs yansnseT!

AHHa CepreeBHa onsTb 3acMedAnach U TOTYac XXe 0TBOPOTUNaCh.

— HblHewHss monoaexb 60nbHO XxuTpa cTana, — 3ameTun basapoB 1 Toxe 3acmesancs. —
MpowanTe, — 3aroBopus OH ONSATb NOCNe HEGONbLLOro MonYaHus. — XXenaw BamMm OKOHYUTb 3TO
AEeNo caMbiM NpUATHBIM 06pa3oMm; a s u3ganv NopagytCh.

OavHuoBa BbICTPO NOBEPHYMACh K HEMY.

Tenepb

— Cnacnbo 3a npeanoxexve, AHHa CepreesHa, 1 3a NECTHOE MHEHME O MOUX Pa3roBOPHbIX
TanaHtax. Ho 8 Haxoxy, YTO S YK U TaK CAULLIKOM OMro Bpallasncs B 4yxaoun ana meHs cdepe.
INeTyune pbibbl HEKOTOPOE BpeMS MOTYT NOAEPXKATbCS HAa BO34yXe, HO BCKOPE OOSMKHbI
LWUNENHYTbCS B BOAY; NO3BOMbTE Xe U MHE NIIIOXHYTb B MOKO CTUXMIO.

OpavHuoBa nocmoTpena Ha basapoa. [Nopbkasa ycmelluka nogeprmeana ero 6negHoe nuuo. «3ToT
MeHs nbun!» — nogymana oHa — 1 arnko e CTano ero, U ¢ y4actmem NpoTsiHyna OHa eMy PyKy.
Ho n oH ee noHan.

— HeT! — ckasan oH 1 OoTCTynun Ha war Ha3ag. — Yenosek s 6egHbIN, HO MUNIOCTBIHN eLLe A0 CUX
nop He npuHuman. MNpowanTte-c n 6yabTe 340pPOBbLI.

— A y6exxgeHa, 4To Mbl He B NocneaHui pas Bugumcs, — npomsHecna AHHa CepreesHa C
HEBOMbHbIM ABUWKEHNEM.

— Yero Ha cBeTe He GbiBaeT! — oTBeTUN Ba3zapoB, NOKNOHWICA W BbiLe.

— Tak Tbl 3agyman r4e3go cebe cBUTbH? — roBOPUIT OH B TOT XXe AeHb ApKaguio, yknagbiBast Ha
KOpTO4YKax cBou YemogaH. — YTto x? geno xopowee. TONbLKO HANpacHO Thl fiykaBun. A xgan ot
Tebsa coBcem apyrou gupekuyun. inn, moxeT ObITb, 3TO Tebst camoro oropoLumno?

— 71 TOYHO 9TOro He oXxmaan, Koraa paccraearncs ¢ Tobot, — oTBeTUN ApKaanin, — HO 3a4eM Thbl
caM nyKaBuLUb 1 FOBOPULLb: «AEN0 XopoLleey», TOYHO MHE HEU3BECTHO TBOE MHeHMe O Bpake?
3 Bonary,

— Tl HaBcerga npoLlaeLlbcs Co MHOK, EBreHun, — nedansHO npomonsun Apkagun, — n'y Tebst HeT
APYrux cnoe ans meHa?

Basapos noyecan y cebs B 3aTbinke.

— EcTb, Apkagun, ecTb y MeHsl Apyrue CrioBa, TONMbKO S UX HE BbICKaXy, MOTOMY YTO 3TO
POMaHTU3M, — 3TO 3HAYUT: PACCbIPONUTLCS. A Tbl MOCKOPEE XXEHUCL; a CBOVM FHE3A0M
ob63aBeguncb, Aa Hagenan geter nobonbLle. YMHULBI OHX ByayT yxXe NOTOMY, YTO BOBPEMS OHU
poaATCs, He TO YTO Mbl € TOGOW. 3re! a BMXKy, nowaawm rotosbl. MNMopa! Co Bcemu 8 npocTuncs...
Hy 4to %? 0BHATbCA, 4YTO NN?

Apkaaui 6pocuncs Ha LWetko kK cBoeMy ObIBLUEMY HACTaBHUKY U APYrY, U Cre3bl Tak U OpbI3HYNK Yy
Hero 13 rnas.

— Y10 3HaumT monogocTb! — nponsHec crnokorHo basapos. — [la 4 Ha KaTepuHy CepreesHy
Hagetocb. [ocmMoTpu, Kak xuBo oHa Tebs yTewwmT!

— Mpowan, 6pat! — ckasan oH Apkaguio, y)xe B30OpaBLUMCb Ha Tenery, 1, ykasas Ha napy rasnox,
CVAEBLUNX PAOBILLKOM Ha KpbILLe KOHIOLWHK, npubasun: — BoT Tebe! nzyyan!

— OTO YTO 3HAYUT? — cnpocun Apkaguin.



— Kak? Pa3Be Tbl Tak NyioX B ECTECTBEHHOW UCTOPMM UNK 3a0bif, YTO rasnka camasi noYTEeHHas,
cemenHas ntuya? Tebe npumep!.. Npowante, CUHBOP!

Tenera 3agpebesxana v nokaTunacs.

Basapos ckasan npaesay. PasroBapuBas Beuepom ¢ Katen, Apkagnin coBepLueHHO no3abbin o
cBoeM HacTaBHuKe. OH yxXe Ha4yMHan nogynHATLCS e, u KaTa 9To YyBCTBOBana v He yauBnsanacs.
OH gomkeH 6bin Ha cnegyowun AeHb exaTb B MapbumHo, kK Hukonato MNeTtpoBuyy. AHHa
CepreeBHa He xoTena CTECHATb MOMOAbIX NI0AEN 1 TOMbKO ANS NPUNNYKsa He octaBnana nx
cnuwkom gonro HaeguHe. OHa BENUKOAYLWHO yaanuna OT HUX KHSXKHY, KOTOPYH U3BecTue o
npeacrosiem 6pake npmBeno B cne3nuayto ApocTb. CHavana AHHa CepreeBHa 6osnach, kak Obl
3penuLie nx c4acTus He NokKasarnocb el CaMon HEMHOIO TArOCTHbLIM; HO BbILLIIO COBEPLLUEHHO
HanNpPoOTUB: 3TO 3penuLle He TONMbKO He OTArowano ee, OHO ee 3aHMMaro, OHO ee YMUNUIo
HakoHel,. AHHa CepreeBHa aTomy 1 o6pagoBanack u onevanunace. «BngHo, npas basapos, —
nogymana oHa, — nobonbITCTBO, O4HO NOONLITCTBO, M NMOOOBbL K MOKOK, N 3rOU3M...»

— [detun! — npomonsuna oHa rpoMKo, — 4T, Nt06OBb YyBCTBO HanyckHoe?

Ho Hn KaTq, Hu Apkaguin ee gaxe He NoHANU. OHKU ee ANYUNNCH; HEBOSTbHO NOACNYLLAHHbIN
pas3roBop He BbIXOAWUN Y HUX 13 ronosbl. Bnpoyem, AHHa CepreeBHa CKOpO ycrnokouna ux; n aTo
ObINO el HETPYQHO: OHa ycrnokounacb cama.



XXVII

Crtapvku basapoBbl Tem 6onblle 06pagoBanvcb BHE3aNHOMY Npuesay CbiHa, YeM MEHbLLE OHU
ero oxuganu. ApvHa BnacbeBHa o Toro nepenonowunack u B3beranacb no gomy, 4to Bacunui
iBaHOBMY CcpaBHWI ee C «KyponaTuuemn»: KyLbli XBOCTUK €€ KOPOTEHBbKOW KODTOYKN
AENCTBUTENBHO Npuaasan el HeYTo NTUYbe. A caM OH TOMbKO MblYan Aa nokycbiBan cOoky
AHTap4MK CBOEro Yybyka aa, NpuxBaTuB LLE NanbLuamu, BEpTen rofosBok, TOYHO npobosan,
XOpOLLO NN OHa Yy Hero NPUBMHYEHA, U BAPYr pa3eBar LWMPOKNA pOT 1 XxoxoTan 6e30 BCAKOro
wyma.

— A k Tebe Ha uenbIx WeCTb Heaenb npuexarn, ctapuHa, — ckasan emy basapos, — s paboTtatb
X04y, TaK Thl YX, NOXanymncra, He MeLlluan MHe.

— ®duanoHomuio Moo 3abyaeLlb, BOT kak g Tebe mewaTb byay! — otBeyan Bacunuin MiBaHoswny.
cocko4vmna

Bpems BepHoe npuxoguT, cepaue YyBCTBYET ftobOoBb. ..

NHorpa BasapoB oTnpaBnancs Ha 4epeBHI0 1, NOATPYHUBAsi N0 0ObIKHOBEHWIO, BCTynan B 6eceny
C KakKnm-Hnbyab MyXMKOM. «Hy, — roBOpun OH eMy, — n3naran MHe CBOM BO33PEHUS HA KNU3Hb,
OGpaTey;: Beab B Bac, roBOpsiT, BCA cuna un byaywHoctb Poccun, OT Bac Ha4YHETCA HOBasi anoxa B
NCTOPUK, — Bbl HAM aguTe U A3blK HACTOSALLMIA N 3aKOHbI». MyXuk nnbo He oTBevan Huvero, nbo
NPOM3HOCUN CroBa BPOAE cneayowmx: «A Mbl MOTUM. .. TOXE, MOTOMY, 3HAYUT... KAKOW MOJTOXOH Y
Hac, NpUMepHO, Npuaeny. — « Tbl MHE PacTOSKyW, YTO Takoe eCcTb Baw Mup? — nepebusan ero
Basapos, — 1 TOT N 3TO cambli MUP, YTO Ha TpeX pbibax CTOUT?»

— 3710, BaTioWwKa, 3eMnga CTOUT Ha Tpex pblbax, — YCNOKOUTENBHO, C NaTpuapxanbHo-
A06pOoaYLLHO NEBYYECTBIO OOBACHAN MYXMK, — @ NPOTUB HaLLEero, To eCTb, MUPY, U3BECTHO,
rocnofckas Bong; NOTOMY Bbl HaLWKM OTLUbl. A 4em CTpoxxe B6apuH B3bILET, TEM MUMNEE MYXUKY.
Beicnywas nogobHyto peyb, bazapoB ogHaxabl Npe3puTenbHO Noxarn nnedYyamm n oTBEpPHyncs, a
MY>XMK noBpen BOCBOSACH.

— O yem TONKOBaAN? — CNPOCUI Y HEro ApYyron My>uK CpegHuX neT n yrproMmoro suaa, usganm, ¢
nopora csoen n3bbl, NpucyTcTBOBaBLUMI Npu Geceae ero ¢ bazapoBbiM. — O HegoUMKe, YTO Nb?
— Kakoe o Hegownmke, BpaTel Tbl MOK! — OTBEYan NepBbIN MYXKK, U B FOI0CE ero yxe He Obino
cnepa natpuapxasnbHOW NEBYYECTH, a, HANPOTUB, Cribllanach Kakas-To HebpexxHasa CypoBOCTb, —
Tak, bonTan Koe-4To; A3blK NoYecaTb 3axoTenoch. VI3BecTtHO, 6apuH; pa3Be OH YTO NOHUMaET?

— 'oe noHATb! — oTBEYan ApYron MyXuK, 1, TPSXHYB LLankaMm 1 OCyHyB KyLuaku, 06a OHu
NPUHANUCB paccy>XaaTb O CBOUX Aenax v Hyxkaax. YBbl! Npe3puternibHO NOXMMaBLLUA NevomMm,
YMEBLUNN rOBOPUTL C MyXMKamun basapos (kak xBanurncsa oH B cnope c Nasnom NeTposuyem),
3TOT camoyBepeHHbIi basapoB 1 He Nogo3peBarn, YTo OH B UX rnasax 6bin Bce-Takm YeM-To Bpoae
LyTa ropoxoBoro...

Bnpouem, oH Hawen HakoHey, cebe 3aHaTne. OgHaxabl, B ero npucytcTeumn, Bacunui MiBaHoBmY
nepeBA3bIiBan MWKy paHEHY HOTY, HO PyKU TPACINCL Y CTapuka, U OH HE MOT CrpaBuUTbCS C
OMHTamK; CbiH eMy MOMOT 1 C TeX NOp CTan y4acTBOBaTb B €ro NpakTuKe, He NepecTtaBas B TO Xe
BpemMs NOACMEeNBaTbLCH U Haj cpeacTBaMu, KOTOpbIE CaM e COBETOBar, N Haf, OTLOM, KOTOPbI
TOTYac Xe nyckan ux B xof. Ho Hacmewkn baszapoBa HUCKONBLKO He cMyLanu Bacunus
MiBaHOBMYa; OHM Aaxe yTelwanu ero. [Npuaepkmeas cBOKM 3acarneHHbIn wradpok ABYyMS
nanbLamMmu Ha xenygke n nokypmeas TpybOoUKy, OH C HacnaxaeHuem cnywan basaposa, 1 yem



GonbLue 3nocTn 6bINo B ero BbIxogkax, Tem obpoayLlHee XxoxoTan, Bblka3biBas BCE CBOW YepHble
3ybbl 4O €ANHOro, ero ocHacTnueneHHbIn oTey,. OH gaxe NOBTOPSN 3TWU, MHOrAa Tynble Unn
GecCMbICNEHHbIE, BIXOAKM U, HANPUMEP, B TEYEHNE HECKOSNbKUX AHEN, HU K CENy HWN K ropoay, Bce
TBEpaun: «Hy, aTo geno aesAToe!» — NOTOMY TOSMbKO, YTO CbiH €ro, Y3HaB, YTO OH XO4un K
3ayTpeHe, ynotpebun 370 BbipaxeHune. «Cnaea 6ory! nepectan xaHapute! — WwenTan oH CBOEW
cynpyre. — Kak otgenan MeHsi cerogHs, 4yyao!» 3aTo MbICrb, YTO OH MMEET Takoro NOMOLLHMKA,
npuBOAMIa ero B BOCTOPr, HaMosHsAMNa ero ropaocTblo. «[a, aa, — roBopun oH kakon-Hmbyapb 6abe
B MY>XCKOM apMsKe 1 pOoraTon Kn4yke, Bpydasi i CTKMSAHKY rynsip4aoBon oAbl nnun 6aHky 6eneHHom
Ma3au, — Tbl, ronybyLuka, OomKHa eXXeMUHYTHO 6ora 6narogapuTb 3a TO, YTO CbiH MOW Y MEHS
rOCTUT: NO CaMOK Hay4YHOW N HOBeNiLen meTohe Tebsa neyart Tenepb, NOHMMAaELLb N Tbl 3TO?
Mmnepatop dpaHuy3oB, HanoneoH, n TOT He nmeeT nydwero Bpada». A 6aba, kotopas
NpUXoanna xanoBaTbCH, YTO ee «Ha KONOTUKU NOAHSAMNO» (3HAaYEeHUsI 3TUX CIIOB OHa, BNPOYeEM,
cama pacTofnkoBaTb He ymMena), TOMNbKO KraHsanachb 1 neana 3a nasyxy, rge y Heu nexanu yetbipe
AKnua, 3aBepHyTble B KOHEL, NofnoTeHua.

Basapos pa3 gaxe BblpBan 3y0 y 3ae3ero pasHoc4mKka ¢ KpacHbIM TOBApOM, U, XOTS 3TOT 3y0
npuHagnexan K YMcny oO6bIKHOBEHHbIX, 0gHako Bacunun ViBaHOBUY coXpaHun ero Kak peakocTb U,
nokasbiBasi ero otuy Anekceto, 6ecnpectaHHO NOBTOPSAN:

— Bbl nocmoTpuTte, YTO 3a KopHU! Takasa cuna y EsreHns! KpacHopsigey Tak Ha BO3gyX U
nogHancs... MHe kaxetcs, gy6, n ToT 6bl BbineTen BoH!..

— [NoxBanbHo! — NnpomMonBuMn HaKoOHeL, oTel, AfneKkcen, He 3Hasd, YTO OTBeYaTb M Kak oTaenaTbcs OoT
npuwlegLero B 9KkCTas cTapuka.

OpHaxabl My>XMYOK coceaHeln aepeBHU npuses k Bacunuio NeBaHoBMYy cBoero 6parta, 60nbHOro
TUOM. Jlexxa HUYKOM Ha CBA3KE COSTIOMbI, HECHYACTHbIM YMUpPan; TEMHbIE NATHA NOKPbIBaNu ero
Teno, OH JaBHO NOTepsAn co3HaHue. Bacunuin IBaHOBUY U3bABUI COXaneHne o TOM, YTO HUKTO
paHbLle He B3gymarn o6paTuTbCsa K NOMOLM MeANLMHBI, U 06BABWA, YTO CNACEHUS HeT.
HdenctBntenbHO, My>XMYOK HE JOBE3 CBOEro bpata A0 AOMa: OH Tak U yMep B Tenere.

[Ha Tpu cnycta basapoB Bowesn K OTLY B KOMHATY U CNPOCWI, HET NN Y HEro afickoro KamHs?

— EcTb; Ha uTO TEGE?

— Hy>XHO... paHKy npmxeys.

— Komy?

— Cebe.

— Kak cebe! 3ayem xe 310? Kakas 310 paHka? ['ae oHa?

— Bot TyT, Ha nanbue. A cerogHa e3avn B AepeBHI0, 3Haellb — OTKyAa TUGPO3HOro MyXunka
npmBo3unu. OHM NoYemy-TO BCKpbIBaTb €ro cobmpannch, a s AaBHO B 3TOM HE YNPaXKHANCS.

— Hy?

— Hy, BOT 9 1 nonpocun yes3gHoro Bpaya; Hy, 1 nopesarcs.

Bacunuii MiBaHoBu4Y Bapyr nobnegHen Becb 1, HX CnoBa He roBops, bpocuncs B KabuHeT, oTkyaa
TOTYaC e BEPHYIICS C KYCOYKOM aCKOro KamHs B pyke. basapoB xoten 6bi0 B3ATb €ro u ynTu.
— Pagwn camoro 6ora, — npomonsun Bacunuin iBaHoBKUY, — N03BOMb MHE 3TO cAenaTb CamoMmy.
Basapos ycmexHyncs.

— OKOW Tbl OXOTHUK 0 NPaKTuKK!



— He wytn, noxanywcTa. lNokaxu ceor naney,. PaHka-To HeBenvka. He 60nbHO?

— Hanupaw cunbHee, He Golica.

Bacvnuin ViBaHOBMY OCTaHOBUICS.

— Kak Tbl nonaraewb, EBreHnin, He ny4iue nv Ham rnpmxeyb Xene3om?

— O710 Obl paHbLLe HAOOo caenaTtb; a Tenepb, NO-HACTOALWEMY, N aACKUIN KaMeHb He HYyXeH. Ecnu f
3apasurncs, Tak Y Tenepb No3gHo.

— Kak... nosgHo... — egBa mor npousHectn Bacunun MiBaHoBuu.

— Ewe 6bl1! ¢ TEX NOp YeTbIpe Yaca NPOLUSIO C FULLKOM.

Bacvnuin ViBaHOBWY eLLe HEMHOrO NMpuXXer paHky.

— [la pa3Be y ye3gHoro nekaps He 6bino agcKkoro kKamHa?

— He 6bino.

— Kak xe ato, 6oxxe mon! Bpay — n He nmeeT Takon Heobxogmmon BeLyu!

— Tl 661 NTOCMOTPEN Ha ero naHueTbl, — Npomonsui baszapos u Bbilwen BOH.

[lo camoro Beyepa 1 B TedeHue Bcero crneayrowlero gHa Bacunuim MiBaHoBUY npuaupancs Ko Bcem
BO3MOXHbIM Npeanoram, 4Tobbl BXOAUTb B KOMHATY CblHA, M XOTA OH HE TOMbKO He ynoMuHan ob
ero paHe, HO Jaxe cTaparcsa roBOpuUTb O CaMbIX NOCTOPOHHUX NpeamMeTax, 04HaKo OH TaK
HaCTON4YMBO 3arnagbiBan emy B rnasa u Tak TpeBOXHO Habnogan 3a HuMm, 4To basapos notepsn
TepneHune n norposunca yexaTtb. Bacunun ViBaHoBU4Y gan emy cnoBo He 6eCnoKonTbCS, TEM
6onee 4T0 N ApnHa BnacbeBHa, OT KOTOPOW OH, pa3yMeeTCs, BCE CKpbIfl, HAYMHana npucraBaThb K
HeMy, 3a4eM OH He CNUT U YTO C HUM Takoe nogesnocb? Llenbix ABa AHA OH Kpenuncs, XoTa Bug,
CblHa, Ha KOTOPOro OH BCe NocmaTpuBar yKpagKkon, eMy O4eHb He HpaBWUIICS... HO Ha TPETUN AeHb
3a 06eom He Bbigepxan. basapos cugen NoTynUBLLMCE M HE Kacancs HU 4o ogHoro 6noaa.

— OTyero Tbl He elwb, EBreHnin? — cnpocun oH, Npugae cBoemy nuuy camoe 6e3sabotHoe
BblpaxeHue. — KyluaHbe, KaXXeTCH, XOPOLLO CrOTOBMNEHO.

— He xo4eTcs, Tak n He em.

— Y 1ebsa anneTtuty HeTy? A ronosa? — npubasun oH pobkum ronocom, — 6onnt?

— bonut. OT4yero en He 6oneTb?

ApuHa BnacbeBHa BbInpsiMnnach U HacToOpOXunach.

— He paccepaucs, noxanyincta, EBreHnin, — npogosmkan Bacunun ViBaHoBWUY, — HO HE NO3BOMULLb
N1 Tbl MHE NynbC Y Tebs nowynaTtb?

Basapos npunogHancs.

— A n He wynasa ckaxy Tebe, 4TO y MeHs xap.

— W 03H06 6bIn?

— Bbin 1 03HOG. MNongy Npunsary, a Bbl MHE NPULLIAXTE NMMNOBOrO Yato. [Npoctyauncs, 4OMKHO
ObITb.

— To-To g cnblwana, Tbl CerogHa HOYbIO Kalwnsan, — npomonsuna ApvHa BnacbeBHa.

— MNpoctyguncs, — nosTopun basapos n yaanuncs.

ApuHa BnacbeBHa 3aHAnacb NpUroToBreHneM Yas 13 nvnoBsoro uBeTy, a Bacunuin BaHoBuY
BOLLEN B COCEAHIO KOMHATY 1 Mon4a cxsaTun cebs 3a BONOCHI.

BasapoB yxe He BcTaBan B TOT A€Hb U BCIO HOYb NPOBEN B TSXKENON, Nony3abbiBYMBON ApeMOTe.
Yacy B nepBoM yTpa OH, C yCUITMEM pacKpbIB rnasa, yBuaen Hag coboto npu ceeTe namnagku
GnegHoe NUUOo OTLa 1 BENEN emMy YUTW; TOT MOBUHOBANCH, HO TOTYAC Xe BEPHYIICH Ha LbINoYKax



1, 0O NOMOBMHbI 3aCMOHMBLLMCH ABepLamMu LwKadga, HeoTBpaTUMO rnsgern Ha CBoero cbiHa. ApuHa
BnacbeBHa ToXe He noxunach U, YyTb OTBOPMB ABepb kabuHeTa, TO 1 Aeno nogxoguna
nocnywarb, «Kak AblwunT EHowa», n nocmotpetb Ha Bacunua MiBaHosuya. OHa morna BugeTb
OOHY ero HenogBWXHY0, CropBreHHyI0 CNNHY, HO U 3TO el AOCTaBNANo HeKoTopoe obneryeHue.
YTpom BbasapoB nonbiTancsa BCTaTbh; rofioBa y HEro 3akpy>xuracb, KpoBb MoLUria HOCOM; OH ner
onATb. Bacunuin iBaHoBMY Mmonya emy npucnyxusar; ApvHa BrnacbeBHa Bowuna K Hemy 1
cnpocuna ero, kak oH cebsa yysctByeT. OH oTBevan: «Jlyywe» — n NnoBepHyrca K cTeHe. Bacunuii
MBaHOBUY 3amaxan Ha XeHy o6emmMu pykamu; oHa 3akycuna ryby, 4tobbl He 3annakaTb, U BbllUna
BOH. Bce B lome BAPYr CNOBHO NOTEMHENO; BCE NLA BbITAHYNUCH, cAenanach CTpaHHas TULINHA;
CO [1BOpa YHECNN Ha AepeBHIO KAKOro-To ropniactoro neTyxa, KoTopbIi JONT0 HEe MOT NMOHATb,
3a4yem C HMM Tak noctynatoT. basapos npogomkan nexaTtb, YTKHYBLUMCL B CTEHy. Bacunui
MBaHoBWUY nbiTancs obpallaTbCsa K HeMy C pa3HbiMU BONpocamu, HO OHM yTomnanu basaposa, n
CTapuK 3amep B CBOUX Kpecnax, TONbKO u3peaka xpycrtsa nansuamu. OH oTnpaBnsancs Ha
HECKOINbKO MIHOBEHWUI B caf, CTOSAN TaM Kak UCTYKaH, CITIOBHO MOPa)XeHHbIN HECKa3aHHbIM
n3ymneHnem (BblpaxeHue nsymneHunsa BoobLue He CXxoa4umo y Hero ¢ nuua), 1 Bo3spallancsa CHoBa
K CblHY, CTapascb usberatb paccnpocoBs xeHbl. OHa HaKoHeL, CXBaTumna ero 3a pyky 1 CyaopoXxHO,
noYTH ¢ yrpo3or npomonsuna: «a 4to ¢ HUM?» TyT OH cnoxBaTunca U NpuHyann cebs
yNbIGHYTLCH €1 B OTBET; HO, K COBCTBEHHOMY y>Kacy, BMECTO YNbIOKM Y HErO OTKyAa-TO B3SMCS
cMmex. 3a AOKTOpOM OH nocnan c ytpa. OH noyen HyXHbIM NpeayBefoMUTb 06 3TOM CbiHa, YTOObI
TOT Kak-HUByab He paccepaurcs.

Basapos Bapyr noBepHyncs Ha AMBaHe, NpUCTanbHO M TYNO NOCMOTPEN Ha OTLa 1 Nonpocun
HanUTLCS.

Bacunuii lBaHoBMY nogan emy BoAbl 1 KCTaTu nowynan ero no6. OH Tak 1 nbinan.

— CtapuHa, — Ha4an basapos cunnbiM U MegieHHbIM rosIoCOM, — Aero Moe ApsiHHOe. A 3apaxeH,
N Yepes3 HECKONbKO AHEN Tbl MEHSI XOPOHWUTL Byaellb.

Bacvnuin ViBaHOBMY noLuaTHyCs, CNOBHO KTO MO HOram ero yaapun.

— EBrenuin! — nponenetan oH, — 4to Tbl 3T0!.. Bor ¢ Toboto! Tel NpocTyanncs...

— MonHo, — He cnewwa nepebun ero basapos. — Bpayy Heno3BonuTenbHO Tak roBopuTtb. Bee
NPU3HaKN 3apaxKeHus, Tbl caM 3HaelLlb.

— ['Oe e npusHaku... 3apaxeHus, EBreHnin?.. nommnyu!

— A 310 4TO? — Npomoneun basapos 1, NpUNoaHAB pyKkas pybaLlku, Nokasan OTLy BbICTyNMBLUME
3rioBeLUne KpacHble NATHA.

Bacunui iBaHoBWY gporHyn v noxonogen ot cTpaxa.

— MNonoxwum, — cka3an OH HAKOHEeL, — MOJIOXUM. .. €CIW... eCNun Jaxe YTo-HMOyab Bpoae. ..
3apaxeHus. ..

— Mnamun, — noackasan CbiH.

—Hy ga... Bpoge... anuaemuu...

MNMnamumn,

- Hy pa, na, kak Tebe yrogHo... A Bce-Takum Mbl Tebs Bbinevmm!

— Hy, ato gyaku. Ho He B TOM Aeno. A He oxuaar, 4To Tak CKOpO YMpPY; 3TO CIy4anHOCTb, OYEHb,
no npaBAe ckasaTtb, HenpuaTHas. Bel 06a ¢ maTepbio AOMKHbI TEMEPb BOCNOMb30BaTbCA TEM, YTO
B BaC penurusi CUnbHa; BOT BaM Criyyan NocTtaBuTb ee Ha Nnpoby. — OH oTnun eLle HeMHOro



BOAbl. — A 4 Xxo4y nonpocutb Tebs 06 0gHON BELLM... NOKa eLe MOsi rofioBa B MOEW BNacTu.
3aBTpa unu nocnesasTpa MO3r MOW, Tbl 3Haellb, B OTCTaBKy nogacT. A u Tenepb He COBCEM
YBEPEH, ACHO N A Bblpaxatocb. [1oka a nexan, MHe Bce Ka3anocCb, YTO BOKPYr MEHS KpacHble
cobaku Geranu, a Tbl HAQO MHOWN CTOWKY Aenan, Kak Hag TeTepeBoM. TOYHO S NbsHbIN. Tbl XOPOLUO
MEeHs NoHMMaeLwb?

— Nomunyn, EBreHnin, Tbl rOBOPULLIL COBEPLLEHHO Kak cneayer.

— Tem nydwwe; Tbl MHE ckasan, Tbl Mocnan 3a AOKTOPOM... OTUM Tbl cebsa noTewwun... NoTeLwb u
MEHSI: MO Tbl HAPOYHOTO...

— K Apkaguio Hukonaunyy, — nogxsaTtun cTapuk.

— K70 Takon Apkaguii Hukonany? — nporosopun basapos kak 6bl B pasgymbe. — Ax ga! nteHeu
atot! HeT, Tbl ero He Tporai: OH Tenepb B ranky nonan. He yamensaincs, ato ewe He 6peq. A Tbl
nowwnun HapoyHoro k OguHyosoun, AHHe CepreeBHe, TYT eCTb Takasi nomewyuya... 3Haelb?
(Bacunun ViBaHoBu4 knBHyI ronosoin.) EBreHnit, mon, basapos knaHAaTbLCA Benen n Benen
cKkasaTb, YTO YyMUpaeT. Thbl 3TO NCNOSTHULLbL?

— WcnonHto... Tonbko BO3MOXHOE Nu 3TO Aeno, 4Tobbl Tl ymep, Tbl, EBreHnin... Cam nocyau! I'ae
X nocne atoro 6yaeT cnpaBeannBOCTb?

— OTOro 9 He 3Halo; a TOMbKO Tbl HAPOYHOrO MOLUSIN.

— Cuio MMHYTY NOLWLMO, N CaM NMUCbMO HanuLuy.

— HerT, 3a4em; ckaxu, YTO KNaHATbCA Benen, 6onbLle HUYero He HyXXHo. A Tenepb 9 ONATb K MOUM
cobakam. CTpaHHO! X04y OCTaHOBUTb MbICSIb HA CMEPTU, U HAYEro He BbIXOANUT. Buxy kakoe-To
NATHO... N BonbLUe HUYEro.

OH onATb TSKeno NOBEPHYICA K CTeHe; a Bacunun ViBaHoBUY Bbilwen 13 kabuHeTa u,
A06paBLLNCE 0 XXEHMHOWN CnanbHW, Tak U PYXHYICS Ha KoneHun nepea obpasamu.

— Monuce, ApuHa, Monuck! — NPOCTOHAaN OH, — HaLW CblH YMUPAaET.

[oKTOop, TOT caMblil ye3aHbIN Nekapb, Yy KOTOPOro He HaLLOCh afCKOro KamHs, npuexan u,
OCMOTpeB BOMbHOro, MOCOBETOBAN AEPXKATbCA METOAbI BbPKMAAIOLLEN U TYT XXe CKasan HECKOSbKO
CINOB O BO3MOXXHOCTW BbI340OPOBNEHUS.

He

— Cuna-To0, cuna, — NPOMOSIBUIT OH, — BCA eLe TyT, a Hago ymupartb!.. CTapuk, TOT, N0 KpanHeun
Mepe, ycnen OTBbIKHYTb OT XK3HWU, a 4... [la, noam nonpobyi otpuyaTte cmepTb. OHa Teba
oTpuuaeTt, n 6acta! Kto Tam nnavet? — npnbasmn oH noroga HemHoro. — MaTtb? BegHas! Koro-to
OHa ByaeT KOpMUTb TENEPb CBOUM yaANBUTENbHbIM GopLliom? A Tbl, Bacunui MiBaHbiu, TOXe,
KakeTcs, HIOHMWb? Hy, KONn XpUCTMaHCTBO He nomoraeT, 6yab omnocodom, CTOMKOM, 4TO nu!
Beab Tbl XxBacTancs, 4to Tbl punocod?

— Kakou s dounocod! — 3asonun Bacunun MiBaHoBWY, 1 criesbl Tak 1 3akanarnu rno ero Lwekam.
BasapoBy cTaHOBMNOCH XyXe C KaxabiM YacoM; 60ne3Hb npuHsana bbICTpbIn Xo4, YTO
OObIKHOBEHHO Criy4aeTcsi Npu Xmpyprudeckmx otpasax. OH ewe He NoTepsin NaMsiTM U NoOHUMmarn,
4YTO eMy roBopunu; oH ewle 6oponcs. «He xouy 6peanTb, — WENnTan oH, CKMMas Kynaku, — 4To 3a
B3gop!» U TyT e roBopwun:

«Hy, n3 BocbMu Bbl4ECTb AECATb, CKOMbKO BbINAET?» — Bacunun MiBaHoBu4Y xoamn kKak
noMeLlaHHbIW, Npeanaran To OAHO CPeAcTBO, TO APYroe M TONbKO U Aernar, YTo NoKpbiBas CbiHY
Horn. «OBGepHYTb B XONOAHbIE MPOCTbIHU... PBOTHOE. .. FTOPYULLHUKA K XXENyaKy...



KpOBOMyCKaHue», — rOBOPUIT OH C HanpshkeHuem. [JoKTop, KOTOPOro OH yMONUIT OCTaTbCs, eMy
noggakvean, nown 60nbHOro NIMMOHAAOM, a Anda cebsa Npocun To TpyBOUKK, TO «KYKpEennsaLLero-
corpeBatoLLlero», To eCTb BoAkWN. ApuHa BnacbeBHa cuaena Ha HU3eHbKOW CKaMeeudke BO3fe
ABEPU N TOSbKO NO BPpEMEHaM yxoauna MOSIMTbCS; HECKONbKO AHeN TOMy Ha3az TyarneTHoe
3epKanbLie BbICKONb3HYIO Yy HEWN 13 pyk 1 pa3bunock, a 3To0 OHa Bceraa cymtana xyabim
npegsHameHoBaHneM; cama AH(UCYLLIKA HAYEro He ymena ckasaTtb en. Tumodpeny oTnpaBuncs K
OauHuyoBon.

Houb 6bina He xopowa ana basaposa... XKectokuii xap ero myunn. K ytpy emy noneryunno. OH
nonpocwun, 4tob ApmHa BnacbeBHa ero npuyecana, nouenosan y Hel pyKy v BbiNun rNoTka ABa
yato. Bacunui IBaHOBUY OXXMBUICA HEMHOTO.

— CnaBa 6ory! — TBepann oH. — HacTynun Kpusuc... npoLen Kpusuc.

— Oka, nogymaeus! — npomonsun basapos, — croBo-To 4TO 3Ha4MT! Hawen ero, ckasan: «Kpusmncy»
— W yTelweH. YaAnBUTENbLHOE Oerno, Kak YeroBek ele BepuT B cnoBa. CKkaxyT eMy, Hanpumep,
Aypaka 1 He npubbioT, OH ONeYanuTCcs; HAa30BYT €ro YMHULEN U AEeHEr eMy He AaayT — OH
NnoYyBCTBYET YAOBOSbLCTBUE.

OTa ManeHbKkas peyb basapoBa, HanoMnHaBLLAs ero nNpexHue «BbIXOAKW», NpuBena Bacunus
MBaHoBMYa B ymuneHue.

— BbpaBo! npekpacHo cka3aHo, NpeKkpacHo! — BOCKNMKHYN OH, NOKa3biBasi BUA, 4To 6beT B NnagoLun.
Basapos nevanbHO ycmexHyncs.

— Tak kak e, No-TBoemMy, — MPOMOJIBUIT OH, — KPU3NC MPOLLEN NN HacTynun?

— Tebe ny4wwe, BOT YTO A BUXKY, BOT YTO MEHSA pagyeT, — oTBeyan Bacvunuii BaHoBWA.

— Hy v npekpacHo; pagoBaTtbcs Bcerga He xyao. A K Tou, NOMHULWB? nocnan?

— lNocnan, Kak xe.

lMepemeHa Kk nyywemy npogomkanacek Hegonro. MNMpuctynbl 6onesHn Bo3obHoBUNUCHL. Bacunuim
MBaHoBnY cngen noane basaposa. Kasanock, kakasi-To ocobeHHaa Myka Tep3ana ctapuka. OH
HECKOJNbKO pa3 cobupancsa roBopuTb — U He MOT.

— EBreHun! — nponsHec oH HaKOHeL,, — CblH MOW, OPOron MOW, MUMbIA CbiH!

9710 HeobblvaHOe BO33BaHWe nogerictBoBano Ha basaposa... OH NOBEPHYN HEMHOIO rOfIoBY U,
BMANMO CTapasiCb BblOUTbCA n3-nog 6pemeHn aaBmBLIErO ero 3abbiTbd, MPOM3HEC:

- Y10, Mon oTeu?

— EBrenun, — npogomxkan Bacunuin ViBaHOBMY 1 onycTunica Ha KoneHu nepen basaposbiM, XoTH
TOT HE pacKkpbiBarn rnas n He Mor ero BuaeTb. — EBreHnin, Tebe Tenepb nydiwe; Tol, 60r gacr,
BbI30OpPOBEELLb; HO BOCMNONb3YyNCA 3TUM BPEMEHEM, YTELlb HAaC C MaTepblo, UCNOSHU JO0NT
XpucTnaHmnHa! KakoBo-To MHe 3To Tebe roBOpuTb, 9TO Y)KACHO; HO €LLe yXKacHee... Beab HaBeEK,
EBreHun... Tbl nogymau, KakoBo-To...

["onoc crapuka nepepsarcs, a no nuuy ero cbiHa, XOTS OH U NPOAOIMKar nexaTb C 3aKpbITbIMU
rrnasamu, Nponosafo YTo-TO CTPAHHOE.

— #1 He oTKa3bIBaKOCb, €CMNN 3TO MOXET Bac yTelnTb, — NPOMOSIBUI OH HaKOHeL,, — HO MHE KaXeTcs,
CrneLwwunTb ele He K Yemy. Tbl caM roBOPULLb, YTO MHE fy4Lle.

— Jlyywe, EBreHni, ny4iue; HO KTO 3HaET, BeAb 3TO BCe B 60Xbeli Bone, a CNOMHUBLUW ONT. ..

— HerT, 5 nogoxay, — nepebun basapos. — A cornaceH ¢ To60t0, YTO HACTyNuN Kpn3nc. A ecnv Mbl
¢ To60t0 owmnbnuck, 4To X! Beab 1 6ecnaMsaTHbIX NpuyaLlatoT.



— Momunyn, Esrenun. ..

— A nogoxay. A Tenepb s Xxo4y cnatb. He mewwan mHe.

W oH nonoxun ronosy Ha npexHee mecTto. CTapuk NogHANCA, Cen Ha Kpecrio 1, B3SBLUUCH 3a
noabopoaok, ctan Kycatb cebe nanbupbl. ..

CTyK peccopHOro akunaxa, TOT CTYK, KOTOPbIi Tak OCOBEHHO 3aMeTeH B 4epPeBEHCKOW rMyLuu,
BHE3anHo nopaswun ero cnyx. bnvxe, 6nuke kKaTMnNncb NerkMe koneca; BoT yXKe NoCnbIwanochb
dblpkaHbe nowagen... Bacnnuin MBaHoBmY BCkoumn n 6pocuncs K okowky. Ha agBop ero gomuka,
3anpsbkeHHasi YeTBepHel, Bbeadxana AByMecTHas kapeTa. He gaBas cebe otyeTta, 4To 66l 3TO
MOFfO 3Ha4YNTb, B NMOPbIBE KaKON-TO 6ECCMbICNIEHHOM PaaoCTH, OH Bblbexarn Ha KpbinbLo. ..
JluBpenHbIn naken OTBOPSAN ABEPLUbI KapeTbl; AamMa Mo YepHbIM Byanem, B YHepHON MaHTUmMbe,
BbIXo4una n3 Hee...

— 5 OguHyoBa, — npomornBeuna oHa. — EsreHuin Bacunbny xne? Bel ero otey? A npueesna ¢
cobori gokropa.

— bnarogetensHuual — BocknukHyn Bacunum ViBaHoBUY 1, cxBaTUB €€ PyKY, CYAOPOXHO npwxarn
ee K cBouM rybam, mexay TeM Kak npuBe3eHHbIn AHHOM CepreeBHOM JOKTOP, ManeHbKnin YenoBek
B OYKax, C HEMeLKOo (hU3MOHOMMEN, BbiNie3ar He TOPONsChb N3 KapeTbl. — XKUB eLle, XX1B Mo
EBreHunin n Tenepb 6yaet cnaceH! Xena! xeHa!.. K Ham aHren c Heba...

— YT0 Takoe, rocnoau! — nponeneTtana, Bbiberas n3 roCTUHON, CTapyLUKa U, HUYEro He NOHMMas,
TYT XXe B nepegHen ynana Kk Horam AHHbl CepreeBHbl U Havana, kak 6esymHas, LenosaTb ee
nnaTbe.

— Yro Bbl! yTO BbI! — TBepamna AHHa CepreeBHa; HO ApuHa BnacbeBHa ee He cnywana, a
Bacunuin ViBaHoBMY Tonbko nosTopsn: «AHren! aHren!»

[148]

Bacvnuin ViBaHoBNY onomHurcs.

BEPTECTEp repp Konrera
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b

— 3! — nponsHec HeMeL U KUCcno ocknaduncs.

Bacunuii MiBaHoBWY NpuBen ero B KabuHer.

— Noktop oT AHHbI CepreeBHbl O4MHLIOBOW, — CKa3an OH, HaKNOHAACh K CaMOMYy yXy CBOEro
CblHa, — 1 OHa cama 34€ecCb.

Basapos BOpyr packpbin rnasa.

— Yro Tbl ckazan?

— A roeopto, utTo AHHa CepreeBHa OanHuoBa 34ech M npuBe3na k Tebe cero rocnoaMHa gokTopa.
Basapos nosen Bokpyr cebs rmaszamu.

— OHa 3gechb... 9 Xo4vy ee BUAETb.

— Tbl ee yBuguwb, EBreHnn; Ho cnepsa HagobHo nobecenoBaTb C rOCNOANHOM JOKTOPOM. A 1M
pacckaxy BCo uctoputo 6onesHu, tak kak Cugop Cngopblid yexan (Tak 3Banv yesgHoro Bpada), u
Mbl CAeNaeM ManeHbKyt KOHCYNbTaumio.

Basapos B3rnsaHyn Ha Hemua.
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Nx... rabe
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TaK 3TTO (POT KakK 3TTO...

W koHcynbTaums Havyanaco.

Monuaca cnycta AHHa CepreeBHa B conpoBoxaeHun Bacunusa MiBaHoBuya Bowna B KabuHeT.
[oKTOop ycnen WenHyTb e, YTO HEYEro U AyMaTtb O BbI34OPOBEHUN BOMBHOrO.

OHa B3rngaHyna Ha basapoBa... n octaHoBMnach y ABepu, 40 TOro nopasunno ee 3To BocnaneHHoe
N B TO X€ BPEMSA MEPTBEHHOE MU0 C YCTPEMIIEHHbIMU Ha Hee MyTHbIMK rradamu. OHa NpocTo
ncnyranacb Kakmm-to XonogHbIM U TOMUTENbHBIM UCMYTrOM; MbICSb, YTO OHa He TO Obl
no4vyBcTBOBana, ecnv 6bl TOYHO ero nbuna, — MrHOBEHHO CBEPKHYIA y HEW B ronose.

— Cnacnbo, — yCuneHHo 3aroBopus OH, — 1 3TOro He oxuaan. 3to fobpoe geno. Bot mbl ewe pas
N yBUOENUChb, Kak Bbl obeLyanmu.

— AHHa CepreeBHa Tak 6bina gobpa... — Hayan Bacunuin ViBaHoBwny.

— Oteu, octaBb Hac. AHHa CepreeBHa, Bbl no3Bonsete? Kaxercsa, Tenepb...

OH ykasan ronoBoto Ha CBOe pacnpocTepTtoe 6eccunbHoe Teno.

Bacunuin ViBaHoBMY BbiLen.

- Hy, cnacnbo, — nosTopun basapoB. — 3T0 no-yapcku... [0BOpAT, Lapu Toxe nocewaroT
yMUpPaoLLNX.

— EBreHnn Bacunbuny, a9 Hagetocs...

drouTb!

AHHa CepreeBHa HEBOJSIbHO COAPOrHynach.

— Hnuero, He TpeBOXbTECH. .. caabTe TaM... He nogxoante Ko MHe: Beab Mosi 6onesHb
3apasuTenbHas.

AHHa CepreesHa GbICTPO nepeLuna KOMHaTy U cena Ha Kpecrno BO3fe AnBaHa, Ha KOTOPOM Nnexan
basapos.

— BenukogywHas! — wenHyn oH. — Ox, Kak 6n113Ko, 1 Kakas MOnoAas, cBexas, YicTas... B 9Ton
ragkoun komHarte!.. Hy, npowante! XXnusnte gonro, 3To ny4ile BCEro, U nonb3yntechb, Noka Bpemsi.
Bbl nocmoTpuTe, 4To 3a 6e306pa3Hoe 3penuiye: YepBsK NoNypa3ngaBeHHbIn, a ewe TONOpLYMTCS.
W Begb ToXXe gyman: obnomato gen MHOro, He ympy, Kyaa! 3agaya ectb, Beab A ruranT! A Tenepb
BCHA 3ajava ruraHta — kak 6bl ymepeTb NpUnYHO, XOTS HUKOMY A0 3TOro Aena Het... Bce paBHO:
BUNATb XBOCTOM He CTaHy.

BasapoB ymonk n ctan owynbiBaTb pyKon cBou ctakaH. AHHa CepreeBHa nogana eMy HanuTbCs,
He CHUMas nepyaTok n 60a3nNMBO Ablwa.

— MeHs Bbl 3abygeTe, — Ha4yan oH onsiTb, — MEPTBbIV XXNBOMY He ToBapuw,. OTel Bam GyaeT
roBOPUTb, YTO BOT, MOJI, KAKOro Yernoseka Poccus TepsieT... ITO Yenyxa; HO He pa3yBepanTte
cTtapuka. Yem 6bl oUTS HM TEWUNOCh... Bbl 3HaeTe. /I maTb npunackanTte. Begb Takux nogen, Kak
OHW, B Ballem BOnbLLIOM CBETE AHEM C OFTHEM HE CbICKaTb... A HyxeH Poccuu... HeT, BugHo, He
Hy>XeH. [1a 1 KTO Hy>xeH? CanoXHWK HY)XXeH, MOPTHOW HY>XEH, MACHUK. .. MACO NPOAAET... MACHUK. ..
NnocTonTe, s NyTarchb... TyT ecTb fec...

Baszapos nonoxun pyky Ha no®.



AHHa CepreeBHa HaKnoHUMach K Hemy.

— EBrennn Bacunbuny, g 3gece...

OH pa3om npuHSN pyky U NpUNOaHANCS.

— Mpowarite, — NPOroBOpmn OH C BHE3aNHOW CUIOK, 1 rnasa ero 6rnecHynu nocrnegHum 6neckom. —
MpowanTe... NMocnywanTe... Beab 9 Bac He nouenosan torga... [lyHbTe Ha ymMuparooLyto
namnagy, u nyCTb OHa noracHer...

AHHa CepreeBHa npunoxunace rybamm k ero noy.

— VI poBOnbHO! — NPOMOIBUIT OH 1 OMYCTUICA Ha NOAYLIKY. — Tenepsb... TEMHOTA. ..

AHHa CepreeBHa TUXO BbiLa.

- Y107 — cnpocun ee wenotom Bacunuin MiBaHoBWu.

— OH 3acHyn, — oTBeYarna oHa 4YyTb CbILWHO.

BaszapoBy yxe He cyxaeHo 6bino npockinatbcd. K Beyepy OH Bnan B COBEPLUEHHOE
GecnamsaTCcTBO, a Ha crneaylwmin AeHb ymep. OTeu, Anekcer coBepLunn Hag HUM obpaabl
penurun. Korga ero cobopoBanu, korga CBATOe MMPO KOCHYNOCh €ro rpyaun, OguH rnas ero
packpbIfcs, 1, Kasanocb, NP1 BUAE CBALLEHHUKA B 06nayeHun, ObIMSILLLErOoca Kaguna, cBev nepeg
o6pa3om YTO-TO MOXOXKee Ha coaporaHMe yxxaca MrHOBEHHO OTPa3unochb Ha NOMEPTBENIOM NuLe.
Korpga >ke HakoHeL, OH UCNyCTUN NOCNeaHN B34OX U B AOME NOAHSANOCh BceobLee cTeHaHue,
Bacunnem MBaHoBnyem obyano BHe3anHoe UCCTyNneHne. «A roBopun, YTo 1 BO3POMLLy, —
XpUNAO0 Kpuyan OH, C NbiNatLwmM, NePEKOLEHHbIM NMLOM, NOTPScCas B BO34yXe KynakoMm, Kak Obl
rpo3s KoMy-To, — U Bo3ponuyy, Bo3ponwy!» Ho ApuHa BnacbeBHa, BCs B crnesax, noBucna y Hero
Ha wee, 1 o6a BMecTe nanu Huy,. «Tak, — pacckasbiBana NnoToMm B NoAckon AHumcyLKa, —
PAOBILLKOM U MOHYPUNN CBOU FONTOBKN, CFIOBHO OBEYKU B NOSNAEHb...»

Ho nonyaeHHbIN 3HOW NPOXOANT, U HACTaeT Bevyep N HOoYb, a TaM U BO3BpaLLleHNe B TUXoe
ybexuile, rae cnagko CnvTcs U3MyYeHHbIM M yCTanbIM. ..



XXVII

Mpowno wecTtb MecsaueB. Ctosna 6enas 3uma C >XeCTOKOK TULLIMHOW 6e306n1a4HbIX MOPO30B,
MAOTHBIM, CKPMNYYUM CHErOM, PO30BbIM MHEEM Ha AepeBbsx, 6neaHo-U3ymMpyaHbIM HeGoM,
Wwankamu abiMa Hag Tpy6amu, knybamum napa n3 MrHOBEHHO PacKpbITbIX ABEPEN, CBEXUMN,
CMOBHO YKyLIEHHbIMU NLAMN MOAEN U XIonoTnMBbIM 6erom npoapormnx nowagok. SAHBapcKkun
AeHb y>Ke Npubnmkancs K KOHLY; Be4epHUN Xonos eLle CurbHee CTUCKUBan HeaBWXMMbIN BO3AYX,
n BbICTPO racna KpoBaeas 3aps. B okHax MapbMHCKOro goma 3axuranucb orHu; MNMpokodgbny, B
YepHOM dppake n 6enbix nepyaTkax, ¢ 0CO6EHHO TOPXKECTBEHHOCTMIO HAKPbIBaN CTON Ha CeMb
npnbopoB. Hegento ToMy Hasaa, B HEOOMbLLIOW NPUXOACKOW LIEPKBU, TUXO U NoYvTK 6e3
cBugeTenen, coctoannch ase ceaabbbl: Apkaausa ¢ Katen n Hukonas lNeTtpoBnya ¢ deHeykon; a B
camblii TOT AeHb Hukonai MNeTpoBny gasan npowaneHbin 06eq csoemy 6paty, KOTOpbIN
oTnpasBnanca no genam B Mocksy. AHHa CepreeBHa yexana Tyda e ToTyac nocne csagbbbl,
Leapo Hagenus Monoabix.

rpaHceHbMoOpCcTBa

— Tbl Hac nokMaaelb, Tbl HAC NOKMAAeLb, MUIbIA BpaT, — Ha4Yan OH, — KOHEYHO, HEHAJOoMNro; HO
BCE Xe 51 He MOry He Bblpa3ntb Tebe, YTO ... YTO Mbl... CKOflb S1... CKOMb Mbl... BOT B TOM-TO 1
6ena, 4To Mbl HE yMeeM roBopuTb cnnym! Apkagui, CKaxu Thbl.

— Her, nanawa, s He NPUroToBMASCS.

— A a xopowo npurotosuncs! MNMpocto, 6pat, no3sonb Tebst 06HATL, NoXenaTb Tebe Bcero
XOpOLLEro, U BEPHUCL K Ham nockopee!

MaBen MNeTpoBu4 06n106LI3anNcs Co BCeMu, He UCKMoYas, pasymeeTtcd, Mutn; y ®eHeuku oH,
CBepX TOro, nouenosan pyky, KOTOpPYto Ta eLle He yMmena nogasaTb Kak criegyeT, 1, Bbinueas
BTOPUYHO HaNWUTbIN 6okarn, NPOMOnBUI C rNy6oKNM B3LOXOM:

[153]

— B namate basaposa, — wenHyna Kats Ha yxo CBoemy MyXy 1 YOKHyracbk ¢ HAM. Apkaaui B
OTBET MoXar en Kpernko pyKy, HO He PeLUNICA rPOMKO NPeASIoXUTL 3TOT TOCT.

Kasanocb 6bl, koHew? Ho, BbITb MOXET, KTO-HMOYAb U3 YnTaTenen noxenaeT y3HaTb, YTO AenaeT
Tenepb, MUMEHHO Tenepb, KaXaoe U3 BbiBeAEeHHbIX HaMu nul. Mbl roToBbl YAOBNETBOPUTDL €rO.
MaH

aH

MYH

e

t0: THOMKOPb, OBKOCMIOYIOH,

perfect gentleman». C

trés distingué
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BO BPEMEHHOM ONMNO3nunu,

der Herr Baron von Kirsanoff
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M KykwurHa nonana 3a rpanuyy. OHa Tenepb B ["erigensbepre 1 nsyvaeTt yXe He eCTECTBEHHbIE
HayKun, HO apXUTEKTYpY, B KOTOPOW, MO ee CrnoBam, OHa OTKpbIa HOBble 3akoHbl. OHa no-
NpexXHeMy SKLWaeTcsa ¢ CTyAeHTaMn, 0COBEHHO C MONOoAbIMU PYCCKUMU DU3NKaMU U XUMUKaMW,



KOTOpbIMK HanonHeH Nengensbepr n KOTopble, YAMBIASA HA NEPBbIX NOPaxX HAUBHbLIX HEMELKMX
npodyeccopoB CBOMM TPe3BbIM B3rNA40M Ha BELLW, BNOCMEACTBUM YOUBIIAIOT TEX XKe CaMbIX
npoceccopoB CBOMM COBEpPLLEHHbIM 6e3aencTememM 1 abCcontoTHO neHblo. C TakMMn-To ABYyMSI-
TpeMsa XMMnKamu, He yMeLLMMU OTAINYUTL KUcnopoga ot a3ota, HO UCMOMHEHHBbIMU OTPULLaHUS U
camoyBaxeHus, aa ¢ Benvkum Enncesnyem CUTHMKOB, TOXE rOTOBALLMACA ObITb BENNKAM,
TonyeTtca B NeTepbypre n, N0 ero ysepeHuam, npogoskaeT «aeno» basaposa. [oBopAT, ero Kro-
TO HegaBHO NOOWA, HO OH B JONTY He OCTarncs: B OAHOM TEMHOW CTaTenke, TUCHYTOW B O4HOM
TEMHOM XXypHanbLe, OH HaMeKHy, 4To nobusLumi ero — Tpyc. OH Ha3bIBaeT 3710 npoHuen. OTel
UM MOMBbIKAeT MO-NPEXHEMY, a XXeHa CYUTaET ero Aypadkom... U IMTepaTopoM.

EcTtb HebBonbLloe cenbckoe knaabulle B O4HOM U3 OTAaNeHHbIX yronkoB Poccun. Kak noutu Bce
Halm knagdvua, oHO ABNSIET BUA NeYanbHbI: OKpY)XaBLUMEe ero KaHaBbl 4aBHO 3apOCiv; cepble
AepeBsiHHbIE KPECTbl MOHUKMAN U THUIOT NO4 CBOMMM KOr4a-TO KpalleHbIMW KpblllaMn; KaMeEHHble
NNUTbLI BCE COBUHYTHI, CITIOBHO KTO MX NOATANKMBaeT CHU3Y; ABaA-TPY OLLMNAaHHbIX AepeBUa easa
AatoT CKyOHYIO TeHb; OBLbl 6€3B036paHHO BpoasT no morunam... Ho mexay HuUMm ectb ogHa, 4o
KOTOPOW He KacaeTcs YenoBek, KOTOPYH He TOMYET XUBOTHOE: OHU NTULblI CagAaTCs Ha Hee n
notoT Ha 3ape. XKenesHasa orpaga ee OKpy)XaeT; ABE MOfoAble eNkn NocaxeHbl No obonm ee
KoHuam: EBreHnin baszapoB NoxopoHeH B aTou Morune. K Heln, U3 Heganekon gepeByLUKU, YacTo
NPUXOAAT ABa YXe Opsaxible cCTapuyka — MyX C xeHoto. [Nogaepxusasa gpyr gpyra, nayT OHU
OTSKENEeBLUE NOXOAKON; NpnbNN3ATca K orpage, npunagyT U CTaHyT Ha KOMEHW, U JOMNro U
ropbKO NfadvyT, U 400 U BHUMATENbHO CMOTPAT HA HEMOW KaMeHb, Mo, KOTOPbIM NEXUT UX CbiH;
NOMEHSIIOTCA KOPOTKMM CIIOBOM, MNblflb CMaxHyT C KAMHS 1a BETKY €S1KU NonpasBAaT, U CHOBa
MOJMATCS, U HE MOTYT MOKUHYTb 3TO MECTO, OTKyAa UM Kak 6yato 6nvke 4o ux cbiHa, 4O
BOCMOMWHAHWI O HEM... Heyxenn nx MmonuTBbl, X cnesbl 6ecnnogHbl? Heyxenu noboBb, cBsTas,
npeaaHHas nobosb He BcecunbHa? O HeT! Kakoe Gbl cTpacTHoe, rpewHoe, ByHTyloLwee cepaue
He CKpbINOCb B MOrune, LBeTbl, pacTyline Ha Her, 6e3MATEXHO rMSaasaT Ha Hac CBOMMU
HEBMHHbIMM rnasamu: He 06 OAHOM BEYHOM CMOKONCTBUM FOBOPST HAM OHU, O TOM BESTMKOM
CMOKOMCTBUN «PaBHOLYLLUHOW» NPUPOLbI; OHM FOBOPST TaKkKe O BEYHOM NPUMUPEHUN N O XXU3HU
BGECKOHEYHOMN. ..



